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SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 29:13,14,19,24

Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor
me, but have removed their heart from me, and their fear-toward me is taught by the
precopt of men: Therefors, beheld, I will proceed to do a marvclous work among thioc
poople, oven a marvelous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wisec meon shall
perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid......The meek also
shall increase their joy in the Lord, and the poor among men shall rojoice in the
Holy One of Israel...... They also that errcd in spirit shall come to undcrstanding,
and they that murmurcd shall learn doctrine.
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And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the
overlasting gospsl to preach unto them that dwell on the earth,
and to overy nation, and kindred, and tongue, and pecplc.

(Rev. 14:8) '

In our last sermon we called your attoenticn to the prephetic warnings of an
apostasy in thc church which Christ establishcd cn carth. We pcinted out to you
that in the twelfth chapter ¢f John's beck of Rovelaticn, the church is represented
as a weman clothed with the sun, whe was persccuted by the great red dragen of pagane-
ism, and driven inte the wildcrness far 1260 days, cr a time, timcs, and theo dividing
of a time, while hor child which the dragen was waiting to¢ devour was eaught up again
intc heavon. Wo suggoestod that ycu read the 17th chapter of Revalaticn, which depicts
the wanten weman th o usurped the place cf the weman who fled intc the wilderness. The
usurper was nct being porsccuted by the beast; she was riding on his back, ccnpktely
at peace and in leaguo with paganism and all the wickedness and ccrrupticn it stoed
fcr.

I was nct Ged's will er internticn that the diurch and the gospel which disappoer-
ed frcm the earth as a result c¢f this apcstasy shculd remain ferover in the wilderness,
lcst tc mankind. An indicaticn of his purpcso to restarc thom in due time is foéund in
Rovelaticn 14:6,7: "And I saw ancther angel fly in the midst c¢f heaven, lmving the
cverlasting gespel tco preach untc them that dwell cn the carth, and to every nation,
and kindrod, and tcngue, and pccple, Saying with 2 loud veice, Fear Ged, and give
glery to him; fcr the hcur of his judgment is ecfe: and wership him that made heaven,
and earth, and the ssa, and the fcuntains ¢f waters.™ Several factsseem evident
frem a little study of this verse. If the gespel werc still on tho ocarth; if the gos-
pol which had boen preached cn earth fer 1900 yecars after Christ was the trug and
everlasting gespel, what need wcould there bo fcr an angel tc bring it again to carth
in the last days? But the gespel was nct tc be fcund in any naticn,or amcng any
tenguo cor kindrod cr pecple; thérefore the angel had tc¢ bring that gospel and rostoro
it tc earth cgain, that it might bo preached fcr a witness in all the earth befcre
the hecur ¢f his judgmont -- or the ond of the wcrld -~ shculd ccnme.

Hew long was the apestasy tc last? Hew leng was thero tc be a famine fcr the
tord cf Ged, with prophets and secers coverced, and the people walking in darkness?
Hew long was the church to remain in the wilderness, hidden froem men? Ged has not
loft us withcut scme indications as to tho diraticn cf this periocd. Revelaticn 12:6
says that the waman was tc remain in the wilderness "a thaisand, two hundred and
threescors", cr twelve hundred sixty days. Rovelaticn 12:14 adds that it shall be for

"a time, and times, andhalf a tinme."
www.LatterDayTruth.org



HEAR YE HIM, SERIFS #24
-2 -

The key to the duration of this period is that the ancient year consisted of
twelve months of thirty days each, or 360 days, For exampls, Noah entered the ark
on the seventeenth day of the second month, (Gen. 7:11) stayed 150 days (Gen. 7:24)
and came out on tho scventocnth day of the soventh month. (Gon. 8:14) He stayed in
thc ark 150 days, or five wmonths, making thirty days to the month. This system of
360 days to thc year was common throughout anciont times, and is the source of the
360 dogroes into which mathematicians divide the circle. Allowing 360 days to the
year, the 1260 days of John's prophcey wuld be three and a half ycars, or a "time",
(on¢ ycar) "times", (tvio years) and "half a time," (half a your).

But since the ovonts covercd by this prophecy are obviously too sweeping to be
cemplately fulfilled in only three years and a half of actual time, we apply the rule
of Fzekicl 4:6: "I have appcinted thee cach duy for a year." As is often dene in
Biblical prephecy, noctably in Duniel's prephocy of the seventy weeks cr 490 days,
overy day stands for a year. The duraticn ¢f the weman's stay in the wilderness was
tc be 1260 years.

Our next problcm is tc try tc find cut whon this 1260 year poricd began. Fer
this wc turn tc cnc cf the prcphecics ¢f the apcstasy which we included in last
week's sermen, ir the sccond chapter of Second Thossalonians. In this chapter Paul
cauticns the Thessalcnian saints nct to expect the seacnd ccming cf Christ until
after a great apcstasy, cr falling away, and gives them a sign by which thoy may
know when that apcstasy is ccmplete. There is scme pewor which "lets" or hinders,
¢r provents the full usurpaticn cof pewer. in the church by the forces of paganism,
and the assumpticn of pclitical os well &s ceclesiasticul dominicon. When the power
which provents cr hinders is t:kcn cut of the way, the apostasy will be ccmplete,
and the 1260 yecars will begin.

There arc dezens cf autherities whem we cculd quete t¢ shew that the Roman
Fmporcr c¢f thae west was tho restraining pewer, and that whon he was taken cut of the
way, the church became a tcmpcral pcwer -- tho cnly stable gevernment in Italy. We
qucte from Cardinal Manning: ".......thc successive invasicns cf barbarie hcerdes,
and abeve all the invasicns ¢f the Lembards, cxtinguishod utterly and dostrcycd the
last vostige cf the Remon Empire in Italy: it tas utterly swept away, it oxisted nc
lcnger. Where thenceferward was the subjecticn cof the Reman pentiff tc¢ an emperor
whese empire had ceased tc¢ b8%eeeeess 4nd Then tho last vestige cf civil authority
had perishoed therae romained in Rcme cne sclc perscn whe hed been the Fathor, the
Pastcr, lavugiver, Protoetor, and Head cf the Pocple, to whem they turned as their
suprore spiritual autherity, arcund whom thay gathaored in all their perils. The ling
cf the Rcman pcentiffs alone was laft, The previdence cf Ged thus liborated the head
c¢f the church completely and altcgethor from any civil authcrity whatscever." ("Tho
Indepcndcence cf the Holy See,” by Cardinal Manning, pp. 13,14, Lcnden editicn of
1877)

Cardinal Manning says thet the church was froed from secular deminaticn by the
ccnquest of successiveo invasicns of barbarice herdes, and above all, the Lombards.
And whon did the Lembards destrcy the last romnants of the western Reman Empire?
They began thoir march in april of 568 A.D., and caupleted their ccnquest of Italy
in 570 AD. Still later, after all vestiges of.: sccular pewer had disappoarced in the
western enpirc, Pheoeas, ocmpercr of the sastern empire, acknowledged the s upremacy cf
the church and the bishop c¢f Rcme in 607 4.D.

Herc we have a pericd cf time exteonding frem 570 A.D. tc 607 A.D., cr 37 years,
in which this prceess of decay in the empire and ascendancy cf tho chureh was being
werked cut. Scmevhora in this 37 year pericd the 1260 prephotic yoars began. If we
take the datec 570, and add tc that the 1260 years, %o arrive at the date cf 1830 --
the year Lattor Day Saints peint tc as the year cf rosteraticn -- tho yOAr when tha

angel flew through the midst of heaven with the everlasting gos l —— our whon
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the church was called forth from the wilderness.

But there are other kinds of years, in addition to the prophetic year of 360
days which we have ussd. There are solar yoars of 565% days each; and there are
lunar yoars of 354 1/3 days each. To reduce the 1260 prophetic years of 360 days
cach to solar ycars of 365k duys cach, multiply -1260 by 360 to get the total number
of days in the prophctic yoars, then divide by 3654, the number of days in a solar
yoar. Thc answer is 1241, with o remaindef of 325; in octhar words, approximately
1242 solar years. If we tuke thc mid-point of our 37 yeur pericd, 588 A.D., and add
1242, the answer still ccmes cut 1830, - To rcduce 126G lunar years of 354 1/3 days
each to sclur years, lct us multiply the 1260 ycirs by the 354 1/3 days in a lupar
yoar, and then divide by 365%, and we got ‘1222 1/3 lunar ycars. Add this figure to
the closing date cf the. 37 yoar -erd, 607 a.D., 2nd the resulting datc is 1829 1/3,
or just short cf 1830.

There arce seme cthor clear prophetic indicaticns of a restoraticn of the chwr-ch
and the gospel which wore lost in the apostasy. The 29th chapter of Isaiah speaks of
a beck which is t¢ cems forth, and simultanscusly, Ged says, "behcld, I will procced
to do a marvelous werk ameng this pecple, oven a marvelous ucrk and a wendoere....."
This bcck we believe tc boe the Beck ¢f Marmon. Inusmuch as we intend tc devete &
several sermens tc this bock in the near future, we shall not discuss it further this
merning; but we are interoested in scme indicaticns ¢f the time where this was tc tuke
place. Verse 10 indicates that it will be in a time when prophcts and seers are
cevered -- when there i$ nc more prophscy or revelaticn. Verse 17 gives ancther indi-
caticn cf the time: "It is nct yet a very litfle while, and Lebancn shall be turned
intc a fruitful ficld, and the fruitful ficld shall be estedmed as a fcrest? and in
that day shall the deaf hear the word cf the beek, and the eyes of the blind shall '
see cut cf cbscurity, and cut cf darkness." Tho ccming forth cf the beck was tc be
acccmpanicd by a marvelcus work.and a wender; and beth those sverk s aero to ccecur "a
lit%¥le while" befcre Lebancn bechme a fruitful ficld. " abcut the middle cf “the 19th
century, a little whilc after 1830, thero began tc bec an increase in“pho rainfall cf
Palestine; the Jcws boegan to gather back a fow at a timec tc restere tho irrigation
systems and the fortility of tho land. The rcturn of the Jows to Palestinc roceived
an added impetus after World War I, ard again during Werld War II. Tcday Lebancn is
again a fruitful ficld; and the beginning cf hor rehabilitaticn came ™a little wh ile"
aftcr the return ¢f the church of Christ frcm the wilderness in 1830.

It is interesting, thcugh coincidertal, tc cbserve the groat advances which have
ceeurred in the werld since 1830. We are sc aegustomed to cur: mcdern ccavonicnces
that we dc nct step to realize that the railrcad, the telephene, telegraph, racic,
telavisicn, aseptic surgery, a kncwledge ¢f the part germs play in illness and infect-
iocn, refrigeraticn, the autemcbile, paved highwoys, the airplane -- 211 thesc things
and mony ncore have boen given tc the werld since theo dawning of that grsat cra cf
restcraticn in the year 1830,

The ycars 1829-30 mark the formal crganizaticn ¢f Christ's church undor the
prcphetic ministry <f Joseph Snmith, the rostcraticn ¢f priesthocd autherity whieh had
been lost in the apcstasy, and the coaming ferth ¢f the Beck of Mermen. The stery
begins, however, in thc spring of 1823, when a ycung lad in his fcurteenth year bceame
cenfused by the cenflicting claims ¢f the varicus doncminaticns cocperating in a unicn
revival scrvice ncar his hamo in upper New York State. In roading his Bible cne day,
he enccuntered James 1:5: "If any cf ycu lack wisdem, let him ask ¢f Ged, whe giveth
tc all men liberzlly, and upbraideth nct." With naive faith, he rotirod to the wcods
tc tost this premise, and began tco pray. a4 shaft cof light envdloped hin, mad as he
lecked upward threcugn that shaft, he saw twe perscnages. One cf them, tunmning tec the
cther, said, "This is my belceved Son: heur hinm." Young Josoph put his questicn, "Whid
c¢f tho churches shall I join?" Tho answor came cleoarly, bluntly: "Jcin ncne cof them,
fecr they are all wreng, and their croceds are an abeminaticn ¥%VQ§I§%@¥55§Tnnhxng
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The fcllewing Septerbor, while young Jeseph was praying in his bedrcem after re-
tiring, an angel appeared to him .to tell him of 2 book written on golden plates, and
buried in 4 nearby hill, containing & xrecord of ancient American peoples. Later John
the Baptist, who had besn the forerunner of Jesus' first mission, conferred the”
priesthood, und gave instructions for the org:rnizaticn c¢f the church, which event
was formally consummated on april 6, 1830.

In a lator scrmon we shall tell you same of the histcry cf these days in more
detail, particularly the ccming forth cf ‘the Bock of Mcrmon. In ccnclusicn, Latter
Day Saints belicve that tho abestasy was fcreteld in prophecy, but that a rostcra-
ticn was alsc fceretcld; that there wore indications that this restcraticn waxld take
place abcut 1830; shcrtly befcre Lebancn became a fruitful ficld; that it wculd be
acccmpanied by the caming forth of a beck; that it wuld be effected by an angel
flying in tho midst cf hcaven. Wo claim tc be tho church thus restered; tco have the
gs8pal thve restered; tc¢ have tho pricsthecd autherity thus rostcred. Those are
beld claims. We make tham humbly, xmll ITVILS PN peoatyc tham with equal humility;
tc ckeck tham with the scripturczl ovidence we havo prescnted, and to clcim God's
premisc that he will give wisdem tc these whe lack, if they will ask cf him in faith,
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PRAYFR:

Our hcavenly Father, wo thank thec for the clear prophetic insight vhich bas fero-
tcld tc the werld the restcration ¢f thy church and thy gospel in the lattor days.
We thank thee fcr the angel whe flew thrcugh the midst of heaven with the everlast-
ing gespel tc preach tc mon on the eart®,*and fcr tho prcphotic ministry cf tho
young man tc¢ whom this angel came, Give untc us the cpen nind, the undcrstanding
heart, the eager and inquiring intelleoks and bless us with the spirit of wisdcun and
knewledge, that we muy caiprehend the wender, the magnitude, and the mystory of thy
provisicns for mankind. And grant that wo whe knew the jecy that cames frem a know-
ledge and cccopbance c¢f tho groat truths ¢f the Restcraticn, may be werthy of that
which we have recefred, and valieant ir’;uur tostincny cf thy gccdnoess tc¢ us, wo ask
in Jcsus' name, Amcn. .
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