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SCRTPTURE READING: Doctrine and Covanants, Section 56, Pare 5,0,

Woe unto you rich men, that will not give your substance te the poor, for your

riches will canker your souls; and this shall be your lamentation if the day of
visitation and of Jjudgment and of indignation; The harvest is past, the summer is
ended, and my socul is not saved} ‘ice unto you poor men, whose hearts arc not broken,
whose spirits “”c not contrite, and wheose bellics are not satisfied, and vwhose

hands arc not stayved from 1&y1“¢ 1iold upon other menl's good, whosc cyes arc full of
grecdiness, nh will not labor with their own hands§ But blessed are the poor, who
arc pure in hearty whose hcarts arc broken, and vhose spirits are contrite, for they
shall sce the kingdom of Cod ceming in power and great glory unto thelr deliverance ee

In your temporal things you shall bc crual, and this not grudsingly,
ovherrise the cbundance of the manifestotion of the uplrlt shall be
ithhclde

We live in 2 vorld which is intconscly concorned about social and ceonomic juste
ice and cqualitye Friphitcned and soberad by o great depression with its unbmr]oyh
menty 1ts bread 1inoo, and its human suffering, the people of the United States a
little over twenby years aco emborked on a propgram of cacial rcforme The time was
ripe, ond the nced wis greate Lc~Ju¢uuicn was enacted guaranteeing the Ilsboring
man the rizht to bargain with his crployer through trade unions, providing through
taxation some provecilon against the bbr17s of old agec, discbility, sickness and
uncmploymente  Cther legislotion was designed to break up or preovent monopoly, to
guarantee o minimum wage, te provent the restraint of frec trade. We have accepted
the principle of the inceome taz and tho inheritonce tax widich arc bhaszd upon the
indivicdunll's ability to pay, and which in proctical oporation break up and re-
distribute large estates at the death of the ovmor, and make it almcDo impossible
for any onc moan to accumulate a ncwy fortunce

Other nwti"ns of the world have felt this scething unrest, and have likewise
tricd to solvc the problems of soeial and cconomic caquaelity. Immediately fellowing
the 1zst wary thie people of Inzgland tried for o time the oxperiment of the complete
socilal shtatc, vhich sceinlized many important industrics, and provided complete
social sceurity tc the individual freom cradle to greove, with free state medicine,
sick and unemployment bonefits, and 2 paterenalism which nwmc the government rospons-
ible for clmest cvery nced ond vant of its citizens, ; yoars, the social-
ists vicre votcd out of power in Engiand, but soci- 1 's; . the p:ow¢vm is

not yet scttleds licn cveryvhore ars still concerned wit > problem of Lo to
share the wealth of the world so that n nman shall lack for the neacssitics of llfC.
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prescent gencratisn we have scen the risc of three dangerous "isms,"
¢ based teo some oxtont idea of gceinld and cconomde justice
shrough bacice 30111 ~ndd ¢ rcformse We should neover allow
reet that Fascisn orosc 2ly, and Nagiism in Germony, becouse the
ity bucausc they lacked , beeruse theyv saw ne hope for thie future,
o obscsscd with a sonse of injusticc, and beeousce they grasped at any
srovised thom sceurity ond a morc equitable distribution of realthe
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The basic anpea { Communisr to the wnlerprivileged, the downtrodden, the drcamers
and idealists of the world, throuch it is basically an?! dizbelically false, is the
appcal to thelir desire ;cw a better socinl erder in vhich cquality ond cconcmic Just=-
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The basic problerm of the world today is the problem of socinl and econemic

equality an? justicce The racces an' nations ard individuels whoe have moen denied
a proncr sharce in tho natural re SUUrees, the rﬂvbps, the f paels 0 ms, thoe privileges,
the wealth of the vorld, arc otl rring in rovolte,  They sce thc wealth which other

men hove amasscrds thoy sec obhicrs enjeying the riguts and yr1v11cgos ~f freocc meony
and they arc Jdemonding o chore in these gosd things for themsclves. The day of
empire and oxploitotive coloninlien 45 overs OLA citalels of priviloge, ¢f monepoly,
of pricde, of wealth, of cxploitotion, of cmpirc, hove topplely, never to risc againe
But in spite of this, now ond deceptive means of oxploitaticn have bean scigzed upen
by ruthless, sclfishy godlcss mon, vwhe in the name of justice and cquality have
fastened the fetbers of slnvery “vcn more tightly upen grceat masscs of tho worlidls
poprlaticn. Wherover Fascism, lNoziism, or Comvwunisnm have gone, tho blizht of
poverty miscry, slavery, and wes hag genc with themy cventunlly leaving thoe people
whe scouzht fer frocdon and presperity and justice nany tincs worse off than they were
boforc,

Fascism, laziism, Communism, Socialismy, or any other "ism" which fails to. take
into conzideration one basic fact, will foile That fact is the sacredness and in-
vielalbility of human personﬁllty, wnd human® agencys Men have an 1n1@vehu, God=-given
rirht to he free, to make their own choices, to own and control property, to exrercise
their stewnrdship over that propertye. There can be no stewurqu;in unless men ave
free to order thzir om 11ves, to control their ovmn property, to exercise their oun
agencys It is not rlgat, it is not even naturcl, that one man sheuld be in bondage
to anothere HNelther is it right that any man or group of men should take by force
that vhich belongs to anothere This is the basic fact which is denied and flouted
by all four of the "isms" which would bring reform by compulsion and forec, promising
men greater frecdom while plotting their ns*uvcwcnt.

'here arc social, economlc, and politicnal incqualitics and injustices in the
world; we micht as well ~dmit ite The notions ~nd the men of the world are divided
into the "haves'" and the "have notse" Then such division coxistsy it is incvitable
that there should be cnvy, strife, violonce, and hatrods But supposc that this
leads to opron rovolubion, warfarc, or drastic compulsory legislation uhlch takes
away from thie "haves" and gives CVO”“tJlnF to the "have notse" Does this solve

the problem, or stop the cnvy and hatred, or put an end to the strife? TFar fron ite
It only rceversces the direction of the hotrede Those who once hady bub now have not,
begin to lay plons to gain back their rights and their property, and in due time the
warfare is rencicd with now viclences Or sup posb that in the battlc the Mhaves”
defcat the "have nots" and push them back into their old place, maintaining the
status quoe That docs not solve thc problem cithery it only postponvs the sclution
of it, whilc hatred and resentment build ur te ancother ineovitoblce explosicon. AL
over the world today, in Inﬂl“, in Inao—Chlr:, in Chin2, in Africz, in Latin-Americo,
and in Juronc, men arc sittir n the 1id of a sccthing volcano, trying to muintain
the status quo, and thinking Bhﬂt as long os ther can held the 1id dewmn, thoy have
solved the mroblem of socicl and cconomic rcforme

m

The problom of hov tc achicve justice and counlity in sccinl and econoric
relationships u;uhb t viclating man's ageney is a live onc at the nrosont momente
The laws which have been passced in the United States and in Ingland, sctiing up some
very much nceded socinl and eccnomic reforms, involve o degree of compulsicne Truc,
these 1nrs iic rosontotd f the people in demccratic agscmbly,
but their obhjcct 1

s to ccompel men to sha > ucolthe  If the government —— cven
rcepresentative democratic govermment —— has the rigat teo confiscate forcihly, though
1xrfully, the wenlth of the rich man, it also has the right te confiscate forcibly
the mere moderate wealth of the middle class mon, or even the meager ”Pﬁldh of the
pocr nane If tho govermment has tho richt to confiscabtce o man's wealth or liquidate

his estatc, the ncxt step is to licuid~ te the roluctant or UNncnope rative man hinsclf
in the namc of sccurity for the statce The Compmuinists in PFussia first eonfiscated
www.LatterDayTruth.org



HYH #L1
-3~

the wealth of the nobility, then liquidated the nobility. Next they confiscated the
wealth of the Kulaks, the well=to=do peasonts; then they liquidsted the Xulaks
themselvese Now even the humble peasont who 1ill not turn over his crops to the
government in iron curtain countrics is conscripted for szlve labor, or shipped off

tc a coneentraticn compe  Taring you and me under throat of comnulsicn, in order to
pay subsidics or spoc 1“1 w=carned benefits to seme special pressure group or

vested interest, ar any gort of “aking away from one groun to Five Lo ancthoer which
has nct carnced 1t, creates vastly more problems than it solves, cven though thore are

undisputed necds in the group thint rcceives,

[}

same word rootse Inocauity is in qu’ 1itys iniquity is f2iling te treat your brother
as yvour couol =— as yo* would like to be treated yourselfs Iniquity ic demonding
special privilege, specinl treatnent for yrourself or your friends, or your pelitical
pawty, or your rucc, or your naticn, at the cprnso of sonceonc clsce "Ib is not
given that one man should passcss that which is nbove ansthoer; vherefore the world
licth in sinseess”" (Doctrine and Covenatns h9 3)

Incquity is iniquity. Basiecally, thz two words arc the sane, coming from the
~ -y

[

e ropeat == that greatest preblem before the world teday is this problen of
how to bring abeubt sccial and ceononic justice and equality without deing viclence
to that God=given principle of frece ncral will and ngency, that richt of frece
self=doctorninaticn and froo ch01co, vhiech is one of the inclicnable rights of mane
Codl!s wray is onc of cquality, of ﬂqulty not of 1no"u1+y, iniquity, and incquality.
Gnd i1s not rwespecter of perscnse It is not his will that cne mon ahnuTﬁ DCE3SCSS

far more fhan he nceds Dr can possibly usc, while ancther lacks for thc nccessitics
of 1ifce There can he ne JCQTCthl My NO don~hl of human rishts and frecdoems,
ne needy, irpoverished, starving poors no idle, grasping rich, in the kingdon of

Gode Heither can thore be idle, grosping, cnv3~ug, covebous, lazy poor men, who
hope by viclence tec lay hold on othar mcals coods for which they hive not labored.

The kingdom of God will be a kingdon of cquality = cquality of onnortunitj,
cquality of matcrial wealth, cquality of spiritual things; but alsc an cquality of
work, of sweat, ana tell, wnd rospensivilitye. Only os men asswie the obligations and
responsibilitics of the kingdom, 28 well 2s its rights and privileges, cre they

4
4

entitled to cquality. HNo one can force any man to assume his obligaticns and
respensiblitics on an conal basis With his fellow mohe This cguality must cone
fron the veluntary action of men whoe ore frec agents, who are capd tdllSuS in the

scnee that theoy are ovmers and contrsllers of per&Lk property, osc lives have
bcon rogenerated, who have been born agoain, whe have cleanscd b} 7o sclfish-
ness and pride 2nd greed and lust for material things, whe are diliscnt worikers, who

arc good stewvards undcr God of 211 thinss entrusted to their carce This levelling
of f into cquality rmst be the rcsult of an inner, nct an outor compulicsic

"The pecor shall be exaunlted in that the rich are made low™ does not nean that
we shall simply divide up the vicalth of the rich, and distribute to t%“ pocre That
would meke cveryone porr. Lquality is nobt so much o matt z cach man the
samc muber of dollars and cents, but is 2 n“utbr :f sceing that caech man is
allcwcd to curn oand te have a2 much 25 he needs to manage his sfnuar”"q¢b, as ruch

s he can manage and usce profibtably and sucesgssfully. If eonc nan is hondling a
scrics of vast enu‘rprlgc as o zocd stounrdy.he moy need 2 bank balance of scveral
nillion to financc thesc operations and mect the weckly pay roils Takilog avay
that bank balance to distrilute it to the woerkers would ”Wl[ nienn thot therc would
be no pay checks the ncxt weck, and ne jocs two vincks aftors

he principle is that cach nmon shall have equal claims on the meons of product-
ion; 2nd on the natural rcsourecs nceossry to productinng thu+ cach nan is ontitled
tc have vhotever will benefit hin in his StLJurde¢p and help hinm te produce more for
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the ceriion goode But man can clain these richts only so long ag he dees 211 things
R < O
in the spirit of Jove and brotherhorod ond Christion steunrdsiipe The man who lays
cladim to any »f Godls crcation in order to heard it for himsclf cnering his
) 3y 3

ig
obliyations to socicty nnd his oblisationg as o steward of God, is
unprofitable servant, whether he he rich or poor,

The ejuality of the kingdom of Cod must he a voluntary equality; it must be
desired by men and women who hive folt the changing powcr of Christts love and
Christ's gospel, and who 25 a rzsult of this chnnge within, desire to express their
new attitudes in terms of materinl thinsse The spiritual fellowship of the kingdom
depends on this kind of ecquzlitye The poer man who fecels that he is oppressed by
his ncighbor, and that he is being unjnstly deprived of his rights, cannot have any
truc spiritucl fzllowship with the mon whom he onvies and hatese The ich man who
knows that he is ignoring the nceds of his brother, and sclfishly administoring
tit ovoer which God has placed him as a steward, can have no truc fellewship in
iritual things with thosc whom he ignores in tcmporal thiingse. "If ye arc not

ual in carthly things, yc {annot be ccual in obtaining heavenly thingSeeess™ "In
vour temporel things you shall be cquol, and this not grudgingly; otherwise the
abundrnce of the mnnifestations of the Spirit shall be withheld,"
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There mast necds be some force, some compulsion, bchind evory govermment, for
the restroint of the willfully wicked who would appropriste the property, or destroy
the livesy tho poace, or the richts of othorse. BDub tho kingdom of (el will ncver
comc by forcees The task of the church is to bring about such o change in the Lives
of men thot thoy will desirec, work fory ond willirgly accept the kind of cquality
e have deseribeds  The task of the church is to supply the crganization and the

ramevors vithin which the Christinn stewardship of rorccnerated men moy be integrated
and irrlementod, and mode offective,

Tle shnll discuss the subject TMPLEMEWTTHC SCCIAL RICHTEQUSIESS, and gire some
of our beliefs about the sceial and ceonomie organizaticon neccssary to succossiu

roup 2ad individual stovardship, at this same time next Sunday morning. le invite
> bl g
you tc ke listoning.
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