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.In the second chapter of the book of
the Acts of the Apostles, we read from
the memorable language of the Apostle
Peter: ‘“Therefore, let all the House
of Israel’ know assuredly, that God
bath made that same Jesus whom ‘ye
erucified, both Lord and Christ.”

Expectation and hope have mov-
ed the hearts of this assembly to gath-
er to this place and be here to-day. Ex~
pectation and hope are the chief pow-
er. that moves the world, whatever
the purpose sought may be; and I trust
that the object sought by us to-day, is
in the nature of the benefits to be de-
rived by a consideration of the gospel
of Christ, the Son of God. Such an ex-
pectation as this is worthy of men cre-
ated in the image of God, and also a
little lower than the angels. The mis-
sion of the Lord Jesus Christ, is worthy
of the agpirations of men in a mortal
state, ag well as in an immortal state.

+Ohrist as we believe has been the hope
arld the expectation of the world, and
still is. I think one of the prophetsre-
Ters to the Savior and his mission as
the coming desive of all nations. An-
gels from the courts of glory have been
moved into expressions of angelic grat-

itude, when they have considered the
merey and condescension of the Heav-
enly Father in providing this great
atonement; and we believe the pro
phet has given expression to the senti
ment of all hearts in proclaiming him
as the desire of allnations. And when
it is considered that he left his glory
and descended to the earth, to become
the teacher and the example in a high-

‘er life- for the children of men thah

they were able to attain unto by their
own powers and ability, even the hegv-
enly hosts in the stillness of night come
within the hearing of the children of
men, and give forth poetical and mus-
ical testimony to the divine character
of this being, who is declared in the
language of the text, to” “have
been made both Lord and Chuyist;
and also testifying to the wondrous-
ness of his mission. “Unto you is
born this day in the city of Davida
Savior, which is Chrsit, the Lord.”
“We bring you glad tidings of greas
joy, which shall be unto all people; ™
“Peace on earth,good will toward men.”
The Jews had been expecting this.
The divine testimony after the reveal-
ing of the Savior and his entrance upon
his mission was, that many prophets
and wise men have desired to see these
days which you see, said Jesus, ad-
dressing his. followers, and have not
been permitted the glorious privilege.
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The evidence as we have it in the rec-

ord, is to the effect that by some deglce

of foreknowledge given to worthy men
and women from time. to timé in the
days prior to the coming of the Son of
Man, they were looking for him and
expecting him. Hence the attentionof
these men and wWomen was easily arres-
ted:

were moved with expectation

. They were looking forward and
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less, tineasy, not satisfied, and as the
exhibition of this grows stronger and
ifiore prominent,we make out something
monstrous in the law of the Lord, and
seek to exalt our own ideas and stat-
iites, framed at the natural dictates of
the heart. The Lord oftén sent to Is-
tael prophets, raisirig them up early
and late, with the burden of the word
of the Lord, saying, “Return unto me,
and I will return tthto you.” And you
need not be particularly startled, if we
should iake the announcement fof
brevity’s sake, that by reference to the
Bible we may find clear evidence, that
when judgments were visited by thé
Lord upon his own people, it was by
reason of the fact that they had enter-
ed into covenant relation with him,
had agreed to observe his laws, but
were fouud failing to observe them.

Then God withdréw ki appointed and

commissioned servants from among
them. The people did not like_to. re-
ceive the reproofs that the Spirit al-
ways brings when it is essential that
the people be reproved. It is one of
the characteristics of the economy of
God, and of the very spirit of that
aconomy, to reprove, 4nd many times
i possible te encourage by reproof. If
we wish to move along in that wonder-
ful life, whereby we inay be thost exalt-
ad, we must not follow in the Way that
‘seems to us most pleasant; but we
must take up our cross and follow in
the way directed. .And because Israel
had misused God’s prophets had perse-
tuted his servants and rejected their
imessage, it is said that they were in
such an irredeemable conditiofi, that
when the Lord looked upon their con-
dition, their relation to him an¥ his

1aw, the Bible etnphatically sdys thets
was no remedy. o

There is a practical thought connect-
ed with this that may apply to us to-
day. Shall we allow that disposition
to grow up in us following the mis-
takes of the nation of Israely and be-
cause forsooth the way seems narrow
dnd the gaté is straight, refuse to en-
ter? We repeat, that we should be re-
generated, we should become new ereats
ured in Christ. Because we are taught
that We should be transformed by the-
renewing bf our minds, shall we make
these miistakes and go in the wrong
way, the way contrary to the one point=
ed out by th8 Savior, until there be n¢
remedy? \

‘We look thén lipon the Savior from
the statementt made by this authorita-
tive minister of Jesus Christ, as being
the one whose laws delivered to us we
should strietly observe. Whenevef

_the inquiry.is made, What must. I do?.

Which way shall we go? What pathi
shall we pursue? we should then turn
otir abtention to the statement of the
Saviot. DBut lest you should take ex-
ception to the statement made a me-
ment ago, one 0f the characteristies of
the Spirit of the Liord is, that whenev-
er it comes, theré cothds with it powet
to correct, purify, alléviate, sanctify
and reprove. We should reinember
that one of the imfiportant tffites of the
Spirit is described in the language of
the Savior, “When the Holy Ghost is
come, it will reprove the world of sin,
of righteousness, and of judgment.”
This language comprehends the whole
operation of the law. The reproving
office of the Spirit of the Lord may be
fouiid by reference to the history of the
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séveii ehuréhes of Asia, referved to
perhaps in the first two or three chdp=
ters of the Book of John's Revela-
tions.

In this dispensation that was intro-
duced by the Savior, the object and
purpose of which was to establish that
form of government designed to lift up
and alleviate the children of men, and
bring them into a higher sphere of life
than they could otherwise be ehabled
to occupy, the Kingdom of Heaven was
established, its laws carefully set forth,
its provisions plainly revealed, and the
history of this to some extent is leff
upon the record. And so far as we
have that history we should appeal to
it as the guide, as the source of direc:
tion in our spiritual means iséd in the
great work of being regemeratéd and
prepared for that condition of glory
and peace that the scriptures set forth
{3od designs we should attain to. In
consequence of the making of mis-
takes upon the part of the children of
men as already alluded to, it has be-
come necessary that the Almighty
should not only speak fully, but that
he should speak plainly with reférence
to the right s contradistinguished
from the wrong. And in consequence
of the £t of these mistakes being oft-
en miitle not only by leading individu-
alg; but leading individuals having
thiat degree of influence over the mass-
es that enabled them to lead them into
wrong, it has become necessary that
the Lord speak often ; and consequent-
ly we draw the conclusion, and it is
but’ the legitimate conclusion that
should be drawn from the premises,
that had God a people on the earth to-
fay, he would so recognize theni ag to

give thém directions suited to their ea~
pacities and their circumstances. This
is a legitimate conclusion from ‘the
character of the Almighty, as set forth
in the revelations that hehas given; and
as a people we have acceptad it as one
of the fundamental prineciples of our
faith as I understand it, that God is
unchangeable, and without variable-
ness or the shadow of turning ; and al-
go that he is no respecter of persons.
Among the attributes of God we may
mention inflnite knowledge, infinite
wisdoni, infinite truth, infinite love, as
well as merey and justice. Accepting
the history of the past we find that this
being has spoken, whenever mnecessity
demanded; and we legitimately draw
the corclusion, that it is a law of na-
ture to co'rﬁniﬂnicate; that one of the
iaws of all beings that have life if you
please, is a law of communication,
the law of the interchangeability of
thought and intélligence. And when
you and I begin to think, and to obs
serve the variotis grades of life, begin-
ning with the very lowest glade, there
seems to be an interchange of thought,
or a sort of common understanding
clear up until we come to man. Should
we expect to find this law to be an ex-
ception among those beings who had so
much interest in man’s welfare- as to
come down here and minister by the
exercise of that very law of communis
cation, when they began to sing,
¢ Pea,ce on earth, good will towards
mien.” We redson then, that every-
thing i i1i our kiio Wledge ; everythmg we
can observe leads to the conclusion,

that such is the atlife and cham&ter
of God; and it would be only through
permitting some attribiites to becoms
imperfect that he might change at all.

If such, therefore, be his nature and
character from the fact that the pef-
fection 6f his attributes is characteris-
tic of his being, we would be compelled
to conclude that if the Lord had a peo-~
ple in this age of the world, or for that
matter, if e did ot Hdve a gdspe! pet-
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ple, vet was interested” in'the -human
family, if he did not speak:to -them, it
would be because ong of the very laws
of his ‘nature had thhnged " There-
fore the conclusion from the obssrva-
tion of God’s perfection, that he.is

what he is, because he is perfect, leads

to the. thought, that unless God is
quite deaf oris bec owing” dumb, that
he. exercises this law of !

B nat lb

fiears the petitions pre ssented to Him,

and where an apswer' i3 hecessary he
responds, gwmc» the necessary commn—
nicafions. Hence7 when I thmk of

Lne work that w~day we are ena aV0I-

ing g to be engaged in, mough KnOWh as
the Iatter day- Worh7 in some bense it
is bub a very Lagmeﬂt of th 10, work Gf
God. Tbis T was going to.say, a ety
ter part of the work of the past.” It
more than that, . If thefe is swch” a

thing as a-from-the-I gnm?ng worlk,
I is Lhat 16 8.8 coun‘uelpmt
oY an, expansmn ‘of thab work';

and- tiriew grandeur .of tm w%uﬁs
appear as the work plogle 568
and we are melgmé, not to the mg*e
eounte £ of God’s work, but are s
pmdcmng the gland principle of cont
sidering it as a whole.. . And when I
considay ‘this work, founded in thevay
n(ttm of an eternal, unchang 1ble,
per'x“ ect deity, it is snisly samethmg to
give comfort to those who trv :t in the
me““y of a:God, with whom change, is
impossible in the very nature of his be-
We need.not be agtonished, then,
if the annotnes ment ghould be new 1o
us,it ab we wmsmg 4 being who has
uemgned to Tecogning us, aidl give’ s
blessings a nd dneetlonsé and if in the
very nature of the ¢s e, Lshould. spy,
we claim, as all Cnmsu&ns do' that
the gospel is an extraordinary work,
V}‘en we may algo look 107 an’ extraor-
dinary manifestation in the ‘calling of
men o %mnm thal work: I do nob
100k wel simply o the fact of revels-
tion’ 5 being submitted as tO God’s
laws, but to- 1evehtwns‘ as issuing
ﬁjgm_l ‘that ‘eternal and unchangeable

ing:

fountain in aceordance with the laws.
of its being. We look to this un-
changeable source as the one from
which evely revelation for man’s
eternal welfare has come from age to
age, antd’ from’ gevivration to ‘genera-
tion.: The onlything-then: for the in-.
telligent mind te do,.is to. observe the
mony hetwe ) the purpor ui rev-
lations of God now, and those gwux
by the ‘Soh ot 'God nimssl personally
5o far a8 they have been seportedtons.
There mayibe: some ‘additional - princi-
ples in. the latfer, 1’@7«*@1&”&301}5' .bub
where you see there is a logical hmmo—
ny and agreeme 11‘5 ‘)efw‘evem the sug ges—'
tion and the ‘end 10 be served by the%f‘
revelations, it would ‘ssém to be an
evidence of their.divinity, though . giv-
en-in this age when the wisdond. of the
world says, deity, speaks no.more. We
are given to understand that God has
given us an évérlasting Kingdom ' that

igpure’y and thére iy be titnes when
the ghitdren’ot men may not be inrex-
dact. harmony. with theprovisions of
fact § hab

that government; bub the
men sometimes rebol does not ch
or alter the mmna,ngeub]e andeternal
chargeter of God: It might *seem—at
timesas theugh the 'kingdom were not
everlasting,. ‘because - among. certain
-ones its provisions are not ohserved, iis
equue‘ne‘; are nob canmd out,, its
precey“ fot ekémplified, That does
notProve that thas everlasting King-
domy iy Hot faneverlasting kingdonu,
any more than thefact that some states
during the Tate unpleasantness refused
to recog the gove mrpent dCt mlly
Lmuo ﬁu]t to a leomnnte ‘end.  The
gover m‘uﬂu was it fact just - ths sdme.

énse; and in-harmony with:the
wtion . given, we: look wmpoen.the
iness, of the. ot%temmf of the

ot singer oz Is Lel Wh“l} he bu»ys
in emup‘um ed poeuy, and decl ites that
the “Kingdoni'is an evubsmng‘ king-
dom.”” - Tt must bein order to: comport
with the nature and character, of the
great governor. . He is mnob. governed

Hlustra
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hy the emergencies that govern among
men, but he is: governed by those -op-
portunities and acts which are couplied
with the agency of man.  The Lord
could “save every human being, and
could-do it in advance for that matter.
ile could lift them up into harmony
with his own beingy; bub it is' not in

harmony with his eternal. nature and.

chavactoer bosaveusunconditionally. Eis

from this standpeint that T judge that
the. Lord in one sense.ofthe word, ean
not save a.sinaer.. It is inconsistent
with the eternal. provision. before an-

nounced, Lmeed not say made.
not-know-whether.it was made, but it
has. been announced,
Henee it is.that the messengers. of the
gospel - were endowed by. the great
teacher-withithe oly Spirit, to say to
the sons of men,
your.-wrong;we:have:come to tell you
that thereiis . a condition of regenera-
tion for.you; there is a change. to: be
wrought upon you, 1poi, your very na-
tnre, meral-and svghi‘e,ual and not-only
that,physieal. likewise dn; its results.
:And.this changs can not come to.yon,
45 long ad you rebel against it; and - at
Jast fail to-acceptdt. It would.be in-
‘consistent with
ernment, conseguently the

nations torepent.

When:we.come:down o thls work of .

the-eleventh hour as indicated by the
Bavior, ibis an hour whenhe has gone
out and said to men,
here idle all day bng'
lowed the 1dea to eneroach upon them,
nat men wme 1dle aﬂ the day long, be-
cause no man had ‘mr% the m. That
m{m mbu hl Ay < 8 does 10 net, in
1e1¢mon to ti*e p

i

it

good Paul’s 1anguw is use

me, it T preach not the @owe; g8
unless the people respond in the nature
of good security, they. let the wolf come
on ihembewg and the fiock also. 1t

looks like we live in that age of the..

world. It looks like this work mapped
out in the outlines given by the Savior,

was , culy ran ‘hour high,,
-sixths of the aiternoon.is gone, .and

I do  looked:

at: least to-ue. .
“When the ti

@13 they pass b

Repent, turn fromy

: uncnangeable D

the nature of the.gov-- 5
czy Lo tha;‘

“Why. stand ye.
Home. had al-

hers., . They: |
2y we n(wo wmkef‘; all the (My. Tven
"“Woeis :
Bus

sulis.

when the householder should employ

- laborers to labor:in bis vineyard in the

eleventh hour, the hour when. the sun
when  five
to labor;

there -is oniy one. hour

,thLLL is evm@m from the language.

And 1 when the steward calls the labox-
ers and begins to deal out the rewards,

. these men who served under the heat of

thres o’elock. when the sun was bot,
who ached Christ when the world
rebelied against, it and responded with
opposition and persecution; these men
at the Justlee of it from their
stand-point, and murmured, Thege
men have wrought bub one h()ur.”
e of that hour has moved
at pez*da?u n, and the moments
s moved the hand upon
o, which indieates that

the gr

he world’s d

. MD sun-is nearly et God’s work nearly

accomdhs%d after She manner of those
rmemles brought tolight
aid acknoy wledged by tne divine revel-

- alions of a wozk aeﬂgmd to prepare a
- people to reeeive him in accordance

with his purposes and intentions, the
ime is short it is said. . We should la-

igently, to teach these ho-
copts tothe world in & time of
-and gloowm, religiously speak-
ing; so much se, that mspn‘amon was

gly nowhere . among men..and

jifeleanny

the worldwas deifting and -wandering

in congequence of wrong teaching, in-

< Gorrect inculcation of religious prinei-

ples, and the vegult: is- division, An the
time when the Lord would WOIK 3 ma-
veious work and a wonder among the
people indicating to-some. extent the
s of that v/‘(}lk by stating its ve-
“ii‘;}e] who -errved.  in’.spirit
sbould come  to understanding,: and
those who murmured should, learn
docirine.”” | It is evident that G d de-
signs the doc trines of holiness: to be

i uut,l

ta aghp; and ] henee ever, ywheie tomake
. the thought pmcucable

£.you find
men Uymg to deprive you- of the- priv-
ilege of investigating doctunes, and a
great many times dictating to you the
www.LatterDayTruth.org



very words you shall utter, when you
speak a word for Christ, in order if
possible to keep you from getting at
the truth of the word of God, we may
knowuoby this that they do not repre-
sent the people of God. Jesus taught
doctrine. He further said, “my doe-
trine is not mine.” It is the doctrine
of God then, “his that sent me.” Well
may John say, “Whesoever transgress-
eth and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God.”” You need not

go where there is no doectrine to find

God. “God’s work is hedged in, or I
should say is beautifully protected by

the doctrine of Christ. And the pro-

tection is, that we who have murmur-
ed and have foand ourselves mistaken ;
we who hava dreamed we ate, and have
awoke and found it was but a dream,
and ourselves hungry. 'Those of us
who have dreamed that we partook of
the waters of life, and find it but myth-
ical; those who erred in spirit should
coms to understanding, and those who
murmured should learn doctrine. Bui
the idea of doctrine, should 1ot be con-
founded with the idea. of various, or
contradictory doctrines. If we are in
the spirit and are serving God accord-
ing to his plan, we are all right. We
are all right provided the Spirit we
have is of God, There is the difficulty;
and the only way I have found of
reaching some cases, when they seem
to have some kind of a spirit, and you
would think from their declarations
that they were the ‘embodiment of
God, was to plant myself right upon
these fundamental prineciples and not
be shaken thereform-—these six prinei-
ples of the doctring of Christ, which
are = enumerated as faith in  God
and Christ, repentance from dead
warks, baptism. in - the name of
Jesus by one authorized of him in
walter for the  remission of sins,
the doctrine of the laying on of hands
for the gift of the Holy Spirit, coupled
svith the belief and hope of the resur-

rection of the dead, and eternal judg-
ment. I have found this to be the un-

-movable anchor; and let the storms
‘rage never so flercely, or the waves

move along with all their fury and
power, the ship keeps away from the
rocks, and stands firm and fixed. The.
only difficulty the people find with our
platform is, that it is too broad ; there
is no difficulty about its being too nar-
row, no difficulty about its being too
exclusive. The world scarcely sees the
necessity of preparing for their own
safety by stepping upon this great,
broad and glorious platform, submitted
to us of God through this Christ, Wi
has also been made Lord.

Let us be wise, those of us who have
been elected and chosen to exemplify
these principles in our lives and teach-
ings to-day. Let me exhort that we do
not indulge ourselves in our natural
propensities to the discredit of. these
doctrines and principles. Let us unite
with our ministry, and let the ministry
preach and live by the same doctrines.
Then let us all follow. their. preaching
and their lives, and the light of the
gospel will brighten our way. Some-
times when in the testimony meeting
you have liberty and the evidence that
your words will do good and that you,
are accepted of God. Can you ask for
a greater reward for the sacrifice re-
quired to be made?  May the Loxd
bless and guide wnd save us.

g Twelve Supplements like thisand
the PATRIOT one year for $1.25:

The PATRIOTN is & seven column quas-
to published weekly, Independent in
fact as well ag in name. The paper
without supplement, $1.00 per year,
Send for sample copy.

Address, -

LAaMBERT BROTHERS,
T.amoni;

Decatur County, JTowa.

www.LatterDayTruth.org





