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BY ELDER I. M. SMITII.

tFaith cometh by hearing.”’--Rom. 16:17,

In reading the Holy Boriptures
one is frequently brought face to
face with this stubborn fact: God’s
way of accomplishing his work is
not just as the -carnal or. natural
man thinks it should bz, And if
this fact is more couspicuous in any
one thing than it is in others, it ig
a8 to the manner in which faith in
‘the gospel of Christ is to ba oreated
in the breast of man. Inspiration
telle us that faith comes by hezring,
while the world in all past ages, as
well as the present, seems $0 think

that faith 1n man is to be begotten
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by seeing - miraculous signs and
wonders.

1 take 1t for granted that youn are
believers (nominally at least) in the
Bible, and skall therefore sppeal to
it for evidence in the investigation
of this question, believing that it
should be the end of controversy
on all subjects. If Paul was cor-
rect 1n saying that “faith comes by
hearing,” then those who take the
other position (that it comes by
seeing) are evidently mistaken.
Paul, however, 18 not alone, for the
Apostle James says: <“Of hiz own
will begat he us with the word of
truth.”—James 1:18. It would have
been just as essy for him to have
said, ¢‘with signs and wonders,” as
to have said, ‘‘with the word of
truth,” and the only reagon to be
assigned for hie not having said it
that way is, that he did not believe
it that way. And if men are really
begotten with the word of truth,
they are not begotten by signs and
wonders.

Oa the day of Pentecost there
was a miraculous display of God’s
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power, cauging unlearned Galileans
to mpeak in languages they had
never learned, but the only effect it
geems {0 have had upon the multi-
tude of unbeliovers, was to cause
them {o marvel, some even going
8o far as to accuse ihem of being
drunker, But while they stood in
this bewildered, confused state of
mind, Pater stood up and preached
t0 them the gospel of Christ, the
word of truth, and ¢‘when they
heard these things they were pricked
in their hearts,” (Acts 2:37), and
began to inguire what they should
do. Hence, you see that while a
mirasalous display of power may
beget any amount of wonder and
astonishment, it takes the word of
truth to beget a gospsl faith in the
heart of man.

Peter; speaking of the gospel go-
ing to the Gentiles, says: <God
made choice among us that the Gen-
tiles by my mouth should hear the
word of the gospel and belisve.”—
Acts 15:7. Hoare, again, it 1s by
hearing the word that they believe,
Of the Corinthians it is ' eaid:
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¢Many of the Corinthians, hearing,
belisved, and were baptized.”—Acts
18:8. Paul said to the Ephesians:
“In whom ye also trusted after that
ye heard the word of truth, the gos-
pel of your salvation.”-—Hph, 1: 13,
They heard the word of truth and
then belioved or trusted in Christ.
It 18 the word of truth with which
we are to be besgoiten; the-Cor-
inthiang, hearing, believed; when
they heard these thinge, faith and
conviction were begotten in their
hearts. .

I am aware that cerlain texts are
quoted {0 prove that miracles have
been used in the past to begst faith
in some, especially during the min-
istry of Christ. John. tells us:
“Then many of the Jews that came
to Mary and had seen the  things
which Jesus did |raising Lazarus]
believed on  him” (John 11:45),
and that the chief priests sought to
put Lazarus to death, <‘because that
by reason of him many of the Jows
went away and believed on Jesus.”
—John 12:11, ¢Many believed in
his name when they saw the mira-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



5

cles which he did.”—John 2:23.
Bee also John 4: 53,

Before deciding that the miracles
here is tho sole cause of the faith
in those individuals, it will be best,
perhaps, to compare the above ex-
pressione with some that were made
to and of hus disciples. - Just before
starting for the house of Mary and
Martha, when Lazarus was raised,
the Savior said to his disciples:
¢And I am glad for your sakes that
I was not there, {o the intent that
ye may bslieve.”—Jobn 11:15.,
Are we to understand that hiz fol-
lowers were unbelievers previous to
this tume? If not, then it is just
possible that those Jews who be-
lieved, when they saw Iazarus
raised from the dead, were nof un-
believers either.

When Peter and John came to the
sepulchre, after the resurrection of
the Master, John went into. the
-gepulchra and ‘*he gaw and believed”
(John 20: 8), But you would hardly
be willing to admi$ that he was an
infidel up to that time. Again:
«“When therefore hs was risen from
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the dead hie disciples remembered
that he had said this unto them and
they believed the soripture, and the
word which Jesug had epoken.”’—
Jobn 2: 22, Woers they unbelievers
in the Seriptures and in the word
of Christ uniil after his resurreotion?
We hardly ithink so. But there
were some things they did not fully
anderstand and thess, of course,
they could not believe intelligently
even though they were firm believ-
erg in Jesus as the Christ. Now,
there were many in those days who
had been baptized of John, who
were motrs than half convinced that
Jesus was the one of whom John
prophesied, and who, 15 seems, were
the intimate frisnds and associates
of those who hbelieved on him as
the Cbrist. SBoms of these, like the
nobleman who belisved when his
sop was healed {John 4:53), had
faith enough to come to the Savior
for help in their atilictions, which
they would never have done if they
had been unbelievers, Thoee 1ndi-
viduale, on eeeing kLis power over
diseases, evil spirits, and death,
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having already believed his teach-
ing and the teaching of John, were
ready to come ount boldly and con-
fess him as the Christ. Henoce the
gtatemeni: “They belisved on him.”
Luke confirms this view of the mas-
ter when he gays: ¢‘And all the
people that heard him, and the pub-
lioane, justified God, being bap:
tized with the bapsiem of John.
But the. Pharisees and lawyers re-
jected the counzel of God against
themselves, being no$ baptized of
him.”-~Luke 7: 29, 30.

Those, then, who b’aheved on
Jesug and justified Ged by accept-
ing him as the Christ, whether be-
fore or after seeing his power made
manitest, wers, many of them at
least, those whom John had bap-
tized, and could nect, therefore, be
classed as unbelisvers. Hence, when
wo read of persons believing on Him
after geeing the miracles which he
did, we attach the same meaning to
it that we do to the statement that
John saw and believed on entering
the sepulchre. We understand it
in the same gense ag the statement
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that hie disciples believed ths Serip-
tures and the words which Jesus
had spoken after he had risen from
the dead. (See Johm 2: 922, quoted
above.} The infidel hag hzd as good
grounds for asserting that his dis-
ciples were unbelievers 1n the Serip-
turee, unbelievers in the words
of Jesus, and unbelievers 1n the
resurrection, until after the resur-
rection of the Master, as you have
for eaying that those Jews who be-
lieved on him, upon seeing the
miracles which ke did, were unbe-
lievers in him previous to that tima.

I am fully convinced that mira-
oles will not create faith in those
who disbelieve the word, and that
they were never intended to do so.
The Savior, in one of his parables,
spesks of a certain rich man who
died and “lifted up his eyes in hell.”
This man looked across the great
gulf between himself and Father
Abraham and began to pray for re-
lief; but on being assured that there
was no help for him, at that time
at least, he began tc pray for his
brethren who wers giill in the land
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of the 'living, ag follows: ¢l pray
thee therefore, Father, that thou
wouldest send him [Lazarus] to my
father’s house, for I have five breth-
ren; thaj he may testify unto them,
lest they alse come info this place
of torment. Abraham saith unto
him, They have Moses and the
prophets; lot them hear them. And
he gaid, Nay. Father Abraham, but
if one went unto them from the
dead, they will repent. -And he
said unto bhim, If they hear not
Mogses and the prophets, neither
will they be persuaded, though one
rogs from the dead.”-—Luke 16:
27-31,

If Father Abraham understood
the sitmation correctly, those who
would not believe the testimony of
Moges and the prophets would not
believe i they could ses a2 miracle,
even the resurrection of cne from
the dead. And you will please
bear in mind that we have more
evidence than those five brethren.
We have as they had, Moses and
the prophets; then we have in ad-
dition to that, the {estimony of
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Chriss and ihe spostles. And yet
we have men who will read in the
word of Christ that ;hese signsshall
follow ihem that believe, and then
agk for 2 miracle to makse them be-
lisve, olaiming at the same time
that they are believers in Christ and
in his word., But the Bavior told
the Jews that if .they believed
Moses they would believe in him,
and so I think, now, if thoee sign
geekers believed the words of Christ
they would believe in miracles with-
out having %o see them. That
Father Abraham was correct, is
proven by a uumber of examples
recorded in the New Testament,
Tuke racords one as follows: <And
he was casting out a devil, and i
wae dumb. Aad it came to pass,
when the devil was gone ount, the
dumb spake and the people won-
dered. But some of them said, he
casteth oué deviie by Bsslzebub the
chief of the devile. And oibers
tempting him sought of him a sign
from heaven.”—Luks 11: 14-16.
Here, ag on the day of Pentecost,
the manifestation of God’s power
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cansed them to wonder, while the
more hardened omnes deciared that
his work was done by the power of
Satan, and demanded a sign from
bheaven. Buti it seems to have fal-
len far short of ereating faith in
them; *Faith comes by hearing.”

Another case is recorded in Acts.
The lame man af the gate of the
templs had been healed. Pater and
Jobkn had been srrested snd were
under {rizl for the ssme. They are
told to step aside oui of ths conneil,
and the anthorities reason like this:
What shall we do to these men?
For that indeed & notable miracle
hath been done by them is manifest
to all thom that dwell in Jerusalem,
and we eannot deny it. But that
it spresd no further among the
people, let us straitly threaten them,
that they speak henceforth to no
man in this name.”’—Acts 4:16,19.
‘Here they sdmit the mairacle, but
are not convinced that those who
did it wers men of God,

Again it is said of the Jews: ““But
though he had done ss many mir-
acles before them yet they belisved
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not on him.”—John 19: 3%.

Paul says: ‘The Jews require a
gign, and the Greeks seek after
wisdom. But we preach Christ
¢ruoified, unto the Jows a stumb-
ling block and unto the Greeks fool-
ishness.”—1 Cor. 1: 22, 23.

The Jews required a sign, and
even that had no effect on them; for
they believed not on Jesus though
he had done so, many miracles be-
fore them. And even the preach-
ing of Christ to them was & stum-
bling block. Bo it is today to sign
sogkers. Like the Jews, they de-
mand a sign and then stumble over
the preaching of the word. Henos,
the more we investigate, the more
thoroughly we become oconvinced
that Abrabam was right 1n saying
that those who will not believe the
word, would not be persuaded even
though they should see a miracle.
Algo that Paul was right in saying
that faith comes by bearing.

I shall not say here that all sign
seckeors are the children of the
devil, but I will say this, All sign
geekers who are not the children of
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the devil have suffered themselves
to be drawn into bad company. I
wounld not feel justified in saying
even thig if 1 did not have an abund-
ance of proof for it in the Bible,
Jesus said to the Jews: ¢“Ye do
that which ye have seen with your
father. * * Ye do the deeds of
your father. * * Ye are of your
father the devil, and the lusts of
your father ve will do.”—Jobn 8:
38, 41-44. He also says in verse
39: ¢If ye were Abraham’s chil-
dren ye would do the works of
Abraham.” According to the fore-
going, children will do something
like their fathers. 1f they are
Abraham’s children they will dolike
him; it they are children of God
they will follow his example, and if
they are the children of the devil
they will imitate him. Those Jews
whom we have shown to have been
sign seekers, are declared by the
Savior to have been the children of
the devil, and therefore doing as he
had done before them. We would
guppose, therefore, even if there was
no positive evidence, that he too,
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was a sign seeker. We are not left
however, t0 mere suppoeition, for
turning to the word, we find that
after Jesus was baptized and had
tasted forty days, Satan makes his
appearance and begins, as in the
garden of Hden, his work of temp-
tation. And among other things,
when he gets the Suvior on the pin-
nacle of the templs, he challenges
him to demonstrate that he is what
he professes to bg, the Son of God.
And he does this in that bantering,
sarcasfic manner peculiar to all
sign seekers: “If thou be the Som
of God, cast thyself down from
hencs, for itis written, He shall
give hig angels charge over thee to
keep thee; and in their hands they
shall bear thee up, lest at any time
thou dash thy foof against a etone.”
—Luke 4: 9-11.

I want you to notice closely the
manner in which this demand is
presented.  «If thon be the Son of
God.” As much as to say: I don’t
believe you are. 1 dare you to try
to demonstrate it. Ak, hal you're
afraid to try it. You are an im-
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postor. If you were what you pro-
fess to be, you could fall down with-
out hurting yoarself. You dare
not attempt it. He even quotes
goripture to help him out. DBut the
Savior simply refers him to Moses
and the propheils by saying, ¢Itis
written.”

Now, let us notico the manner in
which hie children presented their
temptations. When the Savior was
on the crose, those who were the
means of puiting him there said to
him: ¢<Thou that destroyest the
temple,and buildest it in three days,
save thyself. 1f thou be the Son
of God, come down trom the cross,
Likewise also the chief priests,
mocking him, with the ecribes and
elders,said, He saved others, himself
he cannot rave. If he be the king of
Israel, lot him now come down from
the cross and we will believe him.”
—DMaté, 27:40-33, The same ban-
tering manner ag their father. <¢If
thou bs the Son of God.”  ¢If he
be the king of Israel.” = If he is
what he professes to be, let him
demonstrate it by coming down

www.LatterDayTruth.org



16

from that cross. If he will do that
we will believe on him. Woell did
the Savior say of them: «Ye do
tho deeds of your father.” Yo are
of your father the devil, and the
lust of your father ye will do.”

Are thers any now who are doing
the deeds of his Batanic majesty?
I have held three dizcussions with
ministers who preach ¢a form of
godliness and deny the power there-
of,” and every one of them demand-
od a sign. On two ocoasions I sat
by and saw ministers of this same
stamp fix up a doee of arsenic and
offer to one of my brethren, saying:
«If the signs follow the believer
now, just drink this and demon-
strate it.  If it don’t kill you, then
we will belisve you. If you can
drink this without itz killing you, it
will do more towsard convincing
this people than all the preaching
you can do.” Now, if the statement
of the Savior, “by thewr fruits ye
shall know them,” 11 still true, it cer-
tainly requires no great.wisdom to
see whose children these ministers
are; whose deeds they are doing.
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The devil said, ¢¢If thou be the Son
of God, cast fthyself down from
hence.” 'Those who crucified the
Savior gaid, ¢If thou be the Son of
God, come down from the cross and
we will believe you.” And these
ministers say: ¢If the signs follow
the believer now, just drink this
poison, or restore to this blind man
his sight, and we will believe you.”
“By their frumits veo shall know
them,”  If these ministers who
preach ‘& form of godliness and
deny the power thereof” (2 Tim. 3:
5) are not the children of the devil,
they should quit imitating him, quit
asking for migns in that bantering
manper that wag 80 characteristic of
him and bis children eighteen cen-
turieg ago. If they do not belong
to that fraternity, they should not
wear the badge.

If you should bo tempted to pro-
nounce the  foregoing too harsh,
please . withhold judgment long
enough for me to ozll your attention
to some of the compliments paid by
the Bavior to that class of peopls in
his day. The frst I ghall notice
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runs ag follows: ¢Then certain of
the scribes and of the Pharisees
answered saylng: Master we would
gee a sign from thee, DBut he an-
swered and said unte them, An
avil and adultercus generation sesk-
eth after s sign; and there shall no
gign be given if, but the sign of
the prophet Jonas.,”—Matt. 12: 38,
39. What kind of people does he
gay it is that seek after a smgn?
¢Hvil and adulterous.” ~ Is that the
class of people you like to associate
with? Wouald you like to be one
of them? You would not? Then
if I were you I would not join them.
At another time the Pharisees and
Saducees came’ to him, demanding,
in that esame tempting, taunting
manner, 3 sigp from heaven; but
he said to them: <O ye hypoorites!”
Do you know what 3 hypoerite is?
If not,jnst notioce closely the treach-
ery of those Pharisees and Saducees
and you will eoon learn. They
come to the Savior in that ‘goody,
goody,” manner, pretending thag
they wanted to zee 2 sign for their
benefit—to convince them,as well as
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for the benefit of the people stand-
ing by, but in veality thay were
trying to get the advantage of him.
1f he should show them a sign they
were ready to declare it was done
by Beelzebub, and 1f he should re-
fuge, they were ready to say that he
could not do if; that he was afraid
to put the matter {o the test in their
presence. But he said fto them:
¢Q ye hypocrites, ye can discern
the face of the sky, but ye cannot
discern the signs of the times. A
wicked and adualferous generation
seeketh after a sign, and there shall
no sign be given unto it but the
sign ot the prophet Jonas,”-—Matt,
16: 1-4. Here again it is hypocrites,
wicked and adulterous persons, who
are clamoring for a sign, while the
Savior tells them that if they be-
lieved the teachings of Moges, whose
disciples they claimed to be, they
wonld believe in him, and that, in-
stead of demanding signs, they
should search the Soriptures, and
believe them.

Mark records it, that when they
came and demanded a sign, the
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Savior sighed deeply in ¢‘his spirit
and saith, Why doth this generation
seek after a sign? Verily I say un-
to you, there shall no sign be given
unto this generation.”—Mark 8:12.
Sign seekers, then, are not to be
gratified. No sign is to be given
to them. ;Notonly that, butit seems
to have grieved the Master that
any who professed . to believe his
words,§ given through Mosgeg and
the prophets, should suffer them-
gelves to zet down low endugh to
ape the adversary by asking Him to
demonstrate his teachings by signs
and miracles.

Luke records the teachings  of
Christ in regard to mgn seekers like
thie: ¢“And he was casting ouf a
devil, and it was dumb. And it
came to pass, when the devil was
gone ouf, the dumb spake; and the
people wondered.  But some of
them said, He casteth out devils
through Beelzebub- the chief .of the
devile. And others, tempting him,
sought of him a sign {from heaven,”
—Tuke 11:14-16. They saw the
devils cast out, and the dumb made
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to apeak; but instead of -being con-
vinged, they declare that he did this
through the power and influence of
Beelzebub, and then demand a sign
from heaven. But the Savior eays
to them in the 20th verge: ¢“This ig
an evil generation; they seek agign;
and there shall no sign be given
it, but the wesgn of Jonas the
prophet.”

We see, then, that it is recorded
in four places in the Noew Testa-
men$, that the enemies of the Savior
came to him for miracles to gratity
their morbid curiosity in regard to
him. But instead of gratifying
them, he calle them evil, wicked,
hypocritical, adulterous persouns, and
tells them plainly that they shall
have no sign only ag his death and
resurrection after three days, shall
be a sign unto them. It woald be
a hard matter to be harsher with
that class of psople than the Savior
was, He undoubtedly had a very
poor opinion of smign seekers, Satan
demanded & miracls of the Savior
when he began his ministry among
men. ~ Those wicked, adnlterous
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hypoorites kept it up during his
ministry, and finally crucified him,
demanding 1hat he should come
down from the cross, if he wa3 the
Son of God; declaring they were
ready to believe him if he would
only do so. Do yon wish to be-
come a member of that society?
If you do, the first man you hear
preaching as the Savior did, that
the signe shall follow them that be-
lieve, just say to him:  ¢If these
signs follow the believer now, you
restore to some blind man his eye-
sight, raise the dead, or drink a dose
of poison without it hurting you,
and then we will believe - you.”
Batan will then give you the right
hand of fellowship and you will be
recognized as one of his own chil-
dren. You will be known by your
fruits. W homaoever.ye list your-
selves gervants Lo obey, his servants
ye ars.”

Not only did the Savior refuse to
gratify those who demanded signs
of him, but he was very careful, on
gome occasions at least, to keep the
matter from them. - When he healed
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the leper he said, ¢‘See thou tell no
man, but go thy way, show thyeelf
to the priest, and offer the gifts
that Moses commanded for a. testi-
mony unto them.”-—Matt. 8: 11.
When he healed the two blind men,
he sa1d, ¢:See thatno man know it.”
—Matt, 9: 30, When he was trans-
fipnred on the mountain, before
Peter, James aud John, he gaid:
«Tell the vision f6 no man until
after the Son of Man be risen again
from the dead.”—Matt, 17: 9. And
after he was risen from the dead,
Peter says of him: <Him God
raised up the third day and shewed
him openly, not to all the people;
but unto witnesges chosen before of
God, even to us, who did eat and
drink with him after he rose from
the dead.”—Acts 10: 40, 41. When
he raised the daughter of Jairus he
put the unbelievers all out of the
house. Bee Linke 8: 51-54,

When he came into his own coun-
iry, Matthew says of him: ¢And
he did not many mighty works
there because of their unbelief.”—
Matt. 13: 58; also Mark 6;: 5, 6. But
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aggording to many ideas, there is
the very place where his greatest
miraclesshould have been performed.
His own brethren entertained that
opinion, before their conversion,
for they said to him: ¢If thou do
these things, show thysslf to the
world.” See John 7: 8-5. Surely
the Lord’s ways are not man’s ways.
Man's way would be to perform the
greatest miracles where there is the
mest unbelief; the Lord’s wayv was
to perform no mighty worke in such
places. Man’s way would be to
appoint a time a2nd place for per-
forming miracles and invite the un-
believers to come in and witness
them; the Lord’s way was to put
the unbeliever out of the house and
then tell those who were healed to
f‘goo that no man kuow it Man's
way would bs for the Savior, after
hig resurrection, to go around and
show himself to every body, to *‘all
the people;” the Lord’s way was to
choose witnesses, show himself to
them, and send them out fo testify
that he was indeed risen from the
dead.
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“But,” says one, <‘Don’t the Hible
teach us that miracles will be per-
formed in tho last davs to make
men believe?” Yeg. «Well, hasn’t
the time coms for that prophecy to
be fulfilled?” Yes, I think it hae.
«“Then why dog’t you Latter Day
Saints perform miracles to make us
believe?”  Because that is not our
work. “Whore work 1s it then?”
We will let the Bible anawer: “And
thers shall arige false Christs, and
false prophets, and they shall show
great signs and wonders insomuch
that, if it were possible, they shall
deceive the very elect.”—Math. 24:
2, 11. False Christs and false
prophetis are to do the working of
miracles to make belisvers, Is this
to be done to make them believe
the gospel?  Paul answers that:
“And then ghall that Wicked be
revealed, * * even him, whose com-
ing is after the working of Satan
with all power and signs and lying
wonders, and with all deceivableness
of unrightecusress 1 them that
perigh; bacauss they received not
the love of the ¢ruth that they
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might be gaved. And for this cause
God shall send them atrong de-
lusion, that they should believe 5
lie; that they all might be damned
who believed notf the truth, but had
plezsure in uvnrighteousnees.”—2
Thes. 2: 8-12.

False Christs, false prophets, and
¢that wicked one,” are to work
miracles to make men ‘‘believe a
lie;” but faith in the gospel comes by
hearing the word of truth preached
by those who are sent of God.

This antichrist power of the lat-
ter days is further described by
John the Revelator, as a beast with
two horns, having the appesrance
of alamb, but speaking like a dragon;
exercising all the powers of the
beast with seven heads and ten horns
which preceded him. John says of
bhim: ¢And he dosth great won-
ders so that he maketh fire comse
down irom heaven on earth in the
sight of men, and he deceiveth them
tkai dwell on the earth by the means
of thoge miracles which he had
power to do in fhe sight of the
beast,’—Rev. 13: 13, 14.

www.LatterDayTruth.org



27

Again he tells us that he <‘saw
the unclean epirits liks frogs,” that
came out of the mouth of the dragon,
the beast and the false prophet, and
of them he says: <For they are
the gpirits of devils working mira-
cles, which go torth unfo the kings
of the earth and of the whole world,
to gather them to the battle of the
great day of God Almighty.”—Rev.
16: 14. First they are deceived by
the miracles of this antichrist power,
and then they are gathered together
to fight against the Almighty by the
same means. Is it any wonder?
Instead of searching the Scriptures,
a8 the Master tells us to do, and
trying to follow them, men bind
themaelves with their oreeds, deny
the power of God, and if any dare
t0 preach as the Master, they will
ery out: ‘Just show us 3 sign—
drink some poison—and then we
will “helieve you” = The dev¥
“Jaughs in his sleeve” and say
“pever mind, my boy, Ill wq
miracles for you. . I have quit
number of servants out now, w
special business is to work mirs
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They will divine, prophesy, bring
up your dead friends, and even call
fire down from heaven for you in
order to make you believe. Those
fellowe who teli yon that the signs
are to follow the believer are im-
postors. The signs should preceds
and create the faith. I have been
in the business for many centuries,
and I always work the miracles first
and thus oreate faith in those who
gee them, I have been very suc
oesaful in making converts, too.”
80 he has, But that he and his
converis will be suecessful in escap-
ing the judgments of God, I very
much doubt. There has been a
continusl warfare {rom the begin-
ning., - The sign seekers have been
for Satan in all this conflict and
will continue to bs until the last
great battle is fought. There they
will meet their doom., The Reve-

lator, describing this wonderiul bat-
tle, tells us that he saw one, who is
salled “faithful and troe,” sitting
pon ‘a3 white horge” and making
sar *+in righfeousness.” THis name
called: ¢sthe Word of God,” and
“King of kings, and Lord of
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lords.,” 'The armies of heaven fol-
lowed him, they being algo clothed
in white and sitiing upon white
horses; a sharp sword proceeded out
of his mouth, with which hs 18 to
smite the nations. Then John de-
scribes an angel, standing in the
gun and inviting the fowls of the
alr to come to the supper of the
great (God, to eat the flesh of kings,
¢aptains, mighty men, bond men,
and free men., Then ho deseribes
‘the beast and the kings of the earth,
and their armies, gathered bogether
$0 make war againet him that saton
the horse and against his army.
Describing the result of this conflict
he says: ¢‘And the beast was taken,
and with him the false prophets
that wrought miracles before him,
with which he deceived them that
had received the mark of the beast,
snd . them that = worshipped his
image.- - .These both were cast into
the lake of fire, burning with brim-
stone. And the remnant wereslain
with the sword of him that sat upon
the horse, ‘which eword proceeded
out of his mouth; and all the fowls
were filled. with their flagh.”-—Rev,
19: 20, 21- ,

Here wo see that those who are
with this antichrist power in. the
Iast struggle against the Almighty,
are those who have been decerved
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and made to ¢‘‘believe a lie,” by
miracles wrought by false prophets.
And that their leaders (the beast
and the false prophets) who were
80 willing to gratify this morbid
curiosity for the supernatural, are
taken in this conflict and'cast into
the lake of fire, while those who
were thus dsceived are slain with
the sword of the Master, and their
carcasses given to the vultumres.
Rather a discouraging picture for
those who say they would beheve
if they could only see 2 miracle,
but it is the best that the word of
God holds out for them. -

“But,” gays onc, ‘I thought you
people believed in miracles.” 8o
we do, but we believe they are to
#“{ollow” the belisver, not go before
and make beliavers. If the Savior
bad smid: “Goyentoall the world
and work mairacles in the presence
of every creature, and faith in ihe
gospel shall follow thoss miracles,”
weé might possibly believe it that
way; but as he says to preach the
gospel to make bellevers, and that
“faith comea by hearing,” making
the promise that certain signs shall
follow as the resuly or effect of that
faith, we ara inclined to belisve 1t
joust that way.

Thers is such a marked differsnce
between Glod’s ‘ways and the ways
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of Satan, that I see no excuse for
anyone, who reads the Bible, fall-
ing into Satan’s traps. Jesus and
his servants preach the gospel am
the means of converling man, de-
claring that ¢He that 18 of God
hearsth God’s words,” and that
thoee who will not hear them ‘:are
not of God.” - That the gospel is
hid only to ¢‘them that are lost,”
who have suffered themselves to be
blinded by the *‘god of this world.”
On the other hand, Satan opposes
the Bavior, by demanding more than
the preaching of the truth. Ie then
puts it into the hearts of those who
are willing to listen to him, that the
preaching of the gospel iz not the
thing to make men belisve. He
tells them to follow his example,
and demand of those fellows who
are preaching the correct form of
godlinesg, 2nd who contend for the
power of the same, 0 demonatrate
their teaching by drinking poison or
raising the dead. He thus blinds
the minds of them that bshieve not,
and prevents the light of the glorious
gospel - of Christ from shining unto
them. - And when they are suffi:
ciently blinded, he sends out his
false christs and shows them great
gigns and wonders, makes them be-
lieve a lie, by the means of those
miracles, gathers them togethe:
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againgt the Son of Glod in the last
day, by the same meang, and leads
them on, to fight against the Al
mighty, 28 he has been doing up to
thag time, uniil the two powers meast
in the last great struggle. Then
hig power is broken and he 18 cast
into the lake of fire, His followers
are glain and their bodies devounrsd
by fowls of thealr. They asked for
miracles and the devil gave them
what they wanted, and thus led
them to ruin and destruction.

My friends, take warning, <Ask
for the old paths where is the good
way.” Ask, <“Lord what wilt thou
have me to do?” Ask, “Sirs, what
ghall I do to be saved?”  Ask, “Men
and brethren what shall we do?”
Agk for the truth. Ask for the
straight and narrow way. Ask for
the guiding influence of God’s Holy
Spirit. But don’t ask for miracles;
that 18 what the devil demsanded of
the Savior. That is what the evil,
wicked, adulterous hypoorites among
the Jews demanded of the, Master,
The fruit thereof ig bitter; the end
ig doath.  The power of God is with
hig people, but he never gratifies
vign seekers.  The children of Hod

re known “py itheir fruits. . The
hildren of the devil'sre known fhe
me way. They do the deeds of
sir fathers.  May (od ‘bless you.,
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