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“ Bur THOUGH WE, OR* AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN, PREACT ANY OTHER
@OSPEL UNTO YOU THAN THAT W’HIC‘{ Wh HAVE TREACHED UNTO YOU,

LET HIM BE ACCURSED.-=Gal 1.

Diar M—Yearshave rolled theirrapid
fight; and many changing scepeshaveleft
theirrecord ontime’s hage, since wepart-

‘xed Trials'and temptatjons hayefallen to’

my lot; and I doubt not, to yoursalso; for
though life appears.to.some, butone Ionxr
festive day, and time touches very hgbtly,
their unclouded brows? still'to very few
I opine does it wearfor 1ong the rosy gard
it ‘was wontin theirschool dgysto assume,

To night; my- heart is filled  with. grati- .
tude; that our lives have been'spared,

through all these: changes; and-though
not permitied to see you face to face, L
ean address you wnh ‘the “‘tongue of thg
absent,”;

¢ Ttisin compliance th a promisemade
you,in the happy-hoursof ourformer in-
timacy; that these pages will'be written,

Doubtless long e'er this it has éscaped
your.memory, or yor.may-haveregarded .
it as being too visionary forpractical life,
and g0 have left all.thought of it behind,

when'we bade adiento our: Alma mater te
enter upon: life and ity untried scénes.

But if go; then it has been different with
me; for Thave not only had itinmemory,
but now sit- down to. redeem iti - When
talkingof the various dentminations, up-
pn-oneoccasion,andepecplatingas to why
it was, that there were sgany; and that
their doctrines were so conflicting:  Why

it wagthat youasg Presbytermn behev-

ed the ©hlood of Chrlst efficacious only f
the few;” and T asaMethodist believed
was not only’ shed for all; but was ¢
zious for all,nif they would ‘comply with
the reqmrements ofthe gOQpel Thisyou
held they could not do, for it was notso
ordained snd Llieldtiey could oy élse man
was noba‘free agent; and God gave salva-
tion to ‘whom He pleased; without regard
t6 the individual at all, ‘Such attributes,
ag-you worsh1ped in Godyrwonld hiave
driven meto the earth’s extremity to have
avoided even the mention of His name.

This would.be but additional proof to you
that -/ was not one of theelect; while in my
heart of hearts T shouid feelthat God.was
& God of Jove and justice; and that theve
was neither love sor justice in such doe-
trine; while speculannwupon such things
you may Temember that L surprised you

by saying, 1-did nob-believe any church'

then in existence was Tight, and though
she Methiodists come nearest-to.my be-
ixef still if thegoriptures yere true, they

‘Fourcannot mean this,”’

;80

fell far‘short. of preaching the gospelin
ity purity and power. * Furthermore, I told
youl believed sucha church would arise,
andif T'should be blessed enoughto find
it-or Liear therenf I'would share the'glad
news with you. Thisis the promiseabove
teferred to, and to you dear M- “let mesay,

a8 I desire to say to allinto whose hands
these pages may chance to fall; they have
been written yith' rejojeing, phankagw-
-ing and prgyeér, and if yoy are honest in
hemt and pray to God to give you lmm
you too'shall be'made to rejoice, sveniag
i havebeen; in the knouledge of one Lord,

gne: fmth, one- baptism: My prayer to
{rod is,-that thiey may point some—if:it
be but ane precmus soul—=to theliglitas
revealed: in’ God’s-word, and:the pure
principles of ‘His gospel, as taught-and
practiced by the Chuxgh of Jesub Christ
of Latter-Day Saints:: Doubtlessyou will
repeat the name and ask where such'a
denomination igito ‘be found; as in all
ilify you haye mever heard ofithem;

on 1 tell'you that by thefr enemles,
the world generally’ they arecalled

sMormons;’ yourignorance in o meas-
re, will bégnlightenedandyou will'gay:s
0h 'l yes, ha.ve heard of them; butst

cannot:be-possible: that you are so deluded
as to.believe that such-a people have; or
ever did have the love of ‘God in their.
hearts; much lese thatithey have ‘the
purg gospel while the oilier chircliesarg
inidarkness and error. " Oh L my friend,

Yeésdesr Ml
meanitallyand if you willlay aside prej=
udice; and-pray to.God for His Spiritte
“yestiupon. you, Thave faith to believe;
when you have finished these pages; you
will ask yourself, can this be frue?  Can
it be tliat God himself has established
His ehmch, and that He s truly in.their

midst, and that tobless: “Nay, further; I
predict that.if you will:take your Bible:
and: search itg pages; you will be con-
strained to admit that many oftthe proph-
ets foresaw this very work and spoke con=
cerning it.. ' At this time however, it is
not: my- object to. speak to you of: the
proofithe Bible so.amply furnishes; of the
great work of the lasi days, but desn"e first
to give you s litile light'in regard tothe
history of ourichurch;, its'doctrines, and
present condition. If preadventure dear.
Me~you:(or:any who may chance toread
‘these lines) have made up.your mind,
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that “:m good t}:mg: ean come put of Naz-
areth,” that it is all falze and intended
to decelve, then go no further with me,
for prejudice and triuth are by an unal-
terable law opposed to each other; and if
the mind is full of the bifter watérs of
prejudice, it i simply a waste of the oil
of truth to pour upon it, for unlike chem-
jstry, there is no third ingredient, which
will cause them to combine. There is
however a power  which can displace the
one and make roown for the other, and
that is the desive to know the truth, and
Foarlessness in searchmg for the gem,
Mmuld thig desire possess yogrheurt open
your Bible and follow me in thefeoble ef-
forts I shall m'\ke to direct you in your
search. Pmyerfully read what has been
,yerf‘ully written, and raay God bless
ind gnide you into all Lruth
" Pirst then, I know you will say, have
you fellowship with the Mormons of Salt
Lake, and do youhelieve their awfal doe-
irine in rggard. to polygamy, angd the
m'my other abominations. practiced. by
them? ' No! . Once and forsver we do not!
The fullovship we have with thém, is suchy fel-
lowship  as the chris world has-wilk the
Deathén and barbarian, - We have now mis-
sionaries, laboring ‘in‘their midst, bold}y
denouncmg their crimes and preaching
repentance; - This th°y are doing at the
risk of their lives, for ‘there is no people
fiponithe face of the earth, towards whom
they cherish such o hatred, as they do to-
wards us. - Let it suffice upon {his point
for me to say to you, thatany puewho iy
0ot 8 true, loyal and law abiding citizen,
gannot bea mnllfulmcmber of our church
and with those who are not this; we de-
sire no fellowship, until-they repent and
bring forth fruitg meet for repentance:
Doubtless the next question which-will
arise in your mind is, how can it.be Dos-

12
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Very bold dostrine you witlsay, hutifthe
Bible bedrs us ‘not ot in “t, then will'we
stand corrected, but, and if it does, whab
then? = Yon will remember our” Saviox
said, ¢if the light which is in thee become
dar Lness how great is that darkness?” We
claim. (and can ¢stablish it) that Joseph
Smith who under God, was the founder
of our ¢hurch, wasa man divinely inspirs
éil, commissioned of the Lordanda proph-
et of the living God: thaL our form of
church government is the same asinsti-
{uted by the inspired-apostlesof Christ,
and that f\ om the form: dnd spirit ofthlsi
p*ovelnmoat every church uponearth ex:
eq»t our own has apostatized. - If this be
‘cor rect then it no longer remaing amys-
tely, vha’f the chiurch as'a body ha,vlnff
sinned :ma'ust God, the Lght which wagin
them bechiie sugh orredt darkness. “After.
the martyrdom: of Jogeph Smith, the
ehurch whs scattered, as'sheep h'wmUF 1o
shepherd. - Many of them had departed
from God; and from the: pure: principles
of his go«pel, and were'ready to believe
a iie that they mxght be damned.  Cor<
rupt leaders were not” wanting, ‘to*blind
the eyes of the innocent; axd they forgets
Cting i whom - they should, lzave mjstcd
were led astray; and thus was the Iistof
power and abomination of corrupt ren
gratified,  But justhere desr MI'want
you to bearinmindthat this sécond apos-
mcy, from the truth, “wag'seen by the
apostle, and clarply prcdlct{*d in.2 Thes.
2: 3-13 It has ghnerally heen applied
by sommentators; to the Catholic Chiuréh,
but Lhat Chiirch-arose hundred of “yeary
ago, while here the npostle refers to-an
avent, which is to pyecede the sscond com-
ing of Christ, by only-g short mterval
nd the Wicked One was to ba deshroyed
by the brightuesy of Hig ¢oming. " At s
futare time I trust to show you, thatBrig-

sible; if-they ever had ths light, and tod

was everin their thoughts, thatthey could

have become what they now are? How
gould they have so fallen away and bes
pome so utterly gorrupt?..

First dear M-I want you to hsar in
mind that we elaim to have more hg‘xf np-
#n the seriptures; and in regard {p the
fealings of God with men; than all the
‘ghristiansworld beside.” Aml why isthis?
Besause we.are the fayored: few of God?
Nay, verily; for Gad is just and impar-
tial, and has given unto all men their
agency, and has p‘edged Hig veracity
“that whosoever believetli in him should
not,pensh but have everlasting life,” but
thisis the redson, as Jesus %Id “this is
the condempanon that light hm come in-
to the world and men choote darkness rath=
e than light.” - We-claim-to preach and
sbey the gospel of Christ: and that Wwe
are the only ehereh upon earth that does

ham Young'is the man'here'spokenof by’
Paul, for in the femple at Nauvoo, Il he
did sit a8 God, showing’ himself that he
ig:God. I wish youitoobserve, that in
no place, when the Catholic Church is
spoken Qf ig'any reference made ' to'the’
temple of God but hiers was a {emple,
built:hy the command-of -God, and in ‘it
was the Son of Perdition revealed, Again
i ZndsPeter 2371, 2, ¢ But there ivere
false prophets’ alRo amorng. the pcople,
even agthereshalde falseteschers among
you; who privily lshall bring in a’umuab
fierBsies, even “denying “the  Lord wh‘ov
bought them, and bring upon themssl-
ves swift. destruction; - and-many shall
follow thelr pernicious ways by reagon
of whom theway of & uz‘/z, shall be evil spokern,
of.” Observe liere dear M==if you please,
that-on aceount’ of thiéss evil persons,
and: the damnable heresies they bring
iny the way of - tyuth shall-be wil spolwn ofi % g
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Now.who speaks evll of any Protestont
denomination, because of the iniquities
of the Roman  Catholic Chureh ?" And
who at'this'day: speaks evil of the way,
which thewcall, the way of truth % Willnot
universal observation bear me ouf.in the
asgertion that none do: who value theq.
yeputation or standing in good society ¥ I
think'it will, On the®%ther hand what are
the facts.. Why saida prominentcitizen of
a ﬂourlshmg town.in the west,” *‘If a man
wmoves into a place, hie had better confess
to being an infidel rather-‘thana Lattm-
Day Saint, or as'wecall them \Immons

for in one case we hfwe some respect for
him, in the other none.’ T is i in fil-
fillment of the Savior's Words
have ealled the Master of the house Beelr
zebub, how much more will they eall those
of His houseliold.” It is alsé in - fulfill-

sgountry.

seIf theye

ment of Pater’spredigtion, and iri the last:

great day; when all things-shall be made

known, then shall many know. that*in

their very midst were His dlsclples .poor,
humble, unknown, as were His dlsclpleg
of old; and «poken evil against, ‘a3 His
followers always have: been and alwa,ys
will be.

One: peculiarity _)ust here, I. WJSh you
to observe, and-not you alone my frlend
but I would that the whole world mlght
observe it too, and profit.thereby. - Many
‘of those who. .geperated themselves from
ithe church, immediately after the death
of Joseph Smlth because they saw. the
corruption of - the church, and: that” God
aras no-longer feared or reverenced by
those that had set themselves ypasrulers
over. the people;  many of these I say,
were those who had been with the:church
from . its first rise; had borneé the heat
and burden of the day, and were.ready
at'any time to seal their testm;:ony with
gthmr lives. . In. hours-of persecution;

*

they had more than once been'suddenly

reduced: from:-aflluence to: poverty, had
suffered ‘a thousand times more. than
death and now-in-the heur of thelr 80+
rest trlal when their propuet is.dead, the
ehnreh is corrupted; and: given up to'be
flevom ed of ‘wolves ; when God himself
seems'to have deserted them's then'I say
‘ohserve theirfaith. . They are among the
world: now, and in many inatances it is
not known, that they were ever Mormons.
‘Many of ‘them, by honest industry have
accumulated wealth; and: others:ogcupy
honorable  positions;. in thelx' country’s
service,

They havebeen deceived 1lhe world says,
and by the wisdom: of the world; if we
judge them, they have rfzunedtheu- knowl-
‘edge too. dearl] to be betrayed: again,
Alas't forthe wisdom of the world,; when
it measuresitself against that soul; which
Anowsthatits Redesmer lives: Thank God
for thie grace He hestows upon.His hume

blest follower; so lon‘g g5 they walkin Hig
‘ways!t. Though the holrs of their wait-

-ing - were numbered by years, though

many of them were called to.their final
reward, yet many have heen spared tosea
the chu’rch reorganized, and moving for-
ward like Israel of old under thedirection
of Israel’s God. : Not more appropriateand
justlyapplicable to the Childrenof Israel
than to the scattered saints, gre the words
of the apostle ;. ¢ Forthey that say such
things declare plainly that they seek
And truly if they had. been
mmdful of that country from whence they
game out, they might have had opportus
njty-to have returned: but now.they dex
sire a better country, thatis;a hea.venly\f
wherefore God is not ashamed to be call=
gd their God;:for he hath prepared for
them a city, 0 Heb. 11: 14~16. :
No. sooner .in: their seattered homes,
whether those homes were high or low;
did thé glad news reach them that. God
was again . remembering. Zion; and/ that
His ohurch wag being buﬂt up;:than: from
thenorth,south; east and west, they flogk-
ed to its fold,  Like to the joy of Jacob
when he wept upon the neck .of Joseph
ig their joy. - Gladly do they count aII
things as dross, that. they may: be num=
bered with-the people of God, and stamdL
upon Mount Zion; wihen Ie shall cometo
reign with His samts Theyears oftheir
bondage are. not before  them saith the
Liord, but.are forever ended.: Thanks be
to Ihs _name swhose ways. are not our
ways.” < Perhaps you will’ ask did not
their prophet sin also, for the followers of
Brigham Young assert that he was know=
ing o and, pr actibed much of their wick-
edness before his death.. If he sinned dear
M-—hig sinlies between him and his God.
He was mortal man,; and assuch lidblete
sin.. We are commanded not to let them
stand to us in the place of God, for the
Loxd pays, ‘“Curgedis he that wusteth in
man e maketh flesh his arm,”” If he
sinned, God may have suffered it, to teach
His. followers, that Helisia jealous God,

“and will suffer none to usurp Hisplage in

the affectiong of His people. .. We have
His Ia,w, itis pure.and holy, and nothing
which conflicts with:it can be right. thcugh
it were preached by an.angel fromheay~
e Butdoubtless many will say, how
can it be that hewas a prophet of .God
and yetallowed to.commitsin. . Why God
suffers such things to be, . ‘is not for me
nor yet for any one to say; but that He
does suffer: them; no.one at.all familiar
with the:Bible, ‘can fora moment ques-
tion.»Was not David a:man beloved .of
God-a man after God’s own heart; and
yet how grieviously did David sin... To
injury-he added murder; and yet when
he humbled himself God forgave him.
Solomonwas blessed by God with wisdom
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above alithekings of the earth, yetin his
51d age we find him bowing hig grey head
to 1dola, forgetful of the mighsy God of
Jacob; and were a further egfﬂm}ﬂe need-
‘ed to witness the frailty of man, look up-
on the Leraelites after they had made's
solemn covenant with God, and while the
cloud concealing His glory from their
view rested upon the mount, and theiz
lips were scarce clozed from saying # All
that the Lord hath spoken we” will do,?
when they demanded of Aaron to make
them & golden calf, and they who had seen
the manifestations of God’s potver, as no
other people had, bowed down and wor-
slnped it. Andit would be well to observe
Just here, that though Aaron made the
‘ealf, God punished the people for it. The
sin was theirs, not Aavon’s. Should you
say that this was before the gospel flood-
ed the world with light, and that since
then men have not done so, let us see if
your ground is tenable, for if it is, mosé
gladly will T give you the benefit thereof,
Didnot Peter the intrepid zealous disciple
deny his Lord, even with cursing ? = Did
notJudasbetray Himand all his disciples,
even theloving John forsake Him? Whydo
we hear Paul reproving the church at
Corinth for a sin so heniousthat it is not
even mentioned amoung the Gentiles. Again
in writing to thesame church, he rebukes

®

them for the abuse of the sacrament of’

ihe Lord’s supper in these words, *“Forin

z every one taketh before other his
own supper and one is hungry, and an-
other is drunken.” 1Cor. 11: 21.

How dreadful thethought, that the em-
blems of our Lord’s broken body and shed
blodd should hesoused, and bythe church
of the apostle’s own planting; but having
said this mueh, dear M—1 1eave the sub-
ject, with-you; knowino‘ that. you.will ind
in all your reading of the scriptures am-
ple testimony upon this poins, for they
are the records of God's dealings with a
fallen race, aud their candoris oneof the
best evidenges of their truth. * In thig
probatwnaty state; man isliable to temp-
tation and sin. With our best efforts,
we find; like Paul, that when we Would
do good evil is always present with us,
That the Mormons at Salt Lake grossly
misrepresent the teachings of Joseph
Smith, I know. - They would heap odium
upon his name, even ag they have denied
the name of Him who bought them, but
woe unto them for thehour of God’s ven-
geance is near, and dnnocence shall be vindi-
cated: And now dear M{—I come to speak
of the doctrines of the Latter-Day fna.mts,
and will refer you to the declaration of
Paul in his letter to the Galatians. It
appears there were those even in that
day who tried to-make innovations,
teaching perhaps that it was ot very im-
portant fusd whet they helieved and- hew

they worshipped, eo they weze honesithere.
in." But let us hear what Paal says.

1 marvel that ye are 0 scon removed
from him that called you into the grace
of Christ, unto another gospel: which is
not another; "but theve be some that
troublé you, and pervert the gospel of
Christ. But thougly we, or anangel from
heaven, préach any other gospel unto you
than that which- we have preached untg
you, let him be accursed.” Gal, 1: 6-8,

Does this appear like strong language

dgar M?  Paul updoubtedly Tnew what
he was saying, apnd bad authority to
speak. It wa not kecause he feared the

downfall of hlS own and the upbmldmg
of another ehurch; but let him give hie
own reasons : ¢ For do 1 now persuade
men, or God? or do I seek toplease men?
for if I yet pleased men I shouldnot be
the servant of Christ.: But T certify you
brgtheren, that the gospel which "was
preached of me, is not afier man. Eor 1
neither received it of man, neither was I
taught it, but by the revelation of  Jesus
Christ. Gal. 1: 10-12.°-Ah? here thenis
the decret, Paul’s ordination, was not of
man, but Christ himself was his teacher.
We ‘pnderstand now ‘wby Paul’s lan-
gue ageé is gy strong, and why he fears lest
nig éonverts be ledto embrace any other
gospel, or'to vary of ¢ll from the gospel
he faught. It was not guess werk with
Fanl, but Jesug Christ was his teacher,
and he Enew what he spoke. Yes dear M~
Paul knize gnd it is your privilege—the,
privilége of every one to know if they
come to God aright.  But to open up a
way of salvation God gave Hisonly Legot-
ten Son to suffer-and die the ignominious
death of the ¢ross. Jesus says, I am
the way, the truth, and the lifes noman
comethunto the Father but by me.” John
i 6.0
" Now when Jesus gave Hig commission
to-the eleven disciples, He said, *Go ye
into all the world, and preach the gospel
to every cx'mture He thatbelieveth and
1‘3 baptized, shall be saved ::but he that
believeth net, shall be damned.” Mark
16 15, 165 As the promise’is only to
the behevev what are werequired to be-
lieve? John tells us that < This is His
commandment, that we should believe on
the name of iz Son Jesus Christ.”
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