No. 4.
EPITOME

FAITH AND

RECRGANIZED CHURCH OF JESUS

OF THE

DOCTRINES

CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS.

We believe in God the Hternal Father,
and in His Son Jesus Christ, and in the
Heoly Ghost.  Matt. 28:19. 1John1:3. 8t
John 11:26. .

We believe that men will be punished
for their own sins, and not for Adam’s
transgression.  Kee. 12:14.  Matt. 16:27.
1 Cor. 3:18. Rev. 20:12-15.

We believe that through the atonement
of Chrisy, all men may be saved, by obedi-
ence 1o the laws and ordinances of the gos.
pel. 1 Cor.15:3. 2 Tim. 1:10. Rom. 8:1-6.

We believe that these ordinances are:

(1xt.) Faith in God and in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Heb. 11:6.- 1 Peter 1:21. 1 Tun. 4:10.
John 3:16,18,36. Mark11:22. John 14:1.

(2d ) Repentance. Matt. 3:2, 8, 11. Luke
13:3; 24:47.  Eeek. 18:30. Mark 1:5, 15.
Acts 2:38.- Romans 2:4. 2 Cor. 7:106.

(3:d ) Baptism by immersion, for the re

mission of sins. Matt. 3:13-15. Mark 1:4, 5.
Luke 393, John:8156. Acts 2:38; 221165 2:41;
8:12.87,38. Mark 1616, Col 2:12. Romans
Rt R fohin Ba030  Aefe §:380 39,
(4th.) Laying on of hapds for the giff of
the Holy Ghost: Deut: 34:9: 0 John 1201 21;
22 Acts 80177 19261 Timi 4:714; Acts 9517,
1 Cor. 1233, Acts 19:1-6.

(51h) We believe in the Resurrection of
the Body ; that the dead in Christ will rise
flist, and the rest of the dead will mot live
soain vutil the thousand years are expired
Job 19:25. 26, Dan. 12:2. 1 Cor, 15:42.
1 Thess. 4:16. Rev. 20:6. Acts 17:31. Phil.
3:21. John 11:24. Tsalah 26:19. Ps. 17:15.

{6 h) Webelieve in the docirine of Bter.
nal dudgment, which provides that men
shall e judged, rewarded, ov puunished,
aceording 1o the degree of good, or evil,
they shall huvedone. Rev. 20:12. Eec. 3:17.
Matt 16:27. 2 Cor 5:10. 2 Peter 2:4,13,17.

We belisve that a man must be Called of
God, and ordalned by the Laying on of
Haods of those who are in authority to
entitle hiny to preach the Gospel, and Ad-
minister in the Ordinances thereof, Heb.
G-1.5, 6,8 Acts 1:24, 265 14:23, HKph. 4:
11 Johu 15:18,

We believe in the same Xind of organ-
inn that existed in the primitive chureb,
: Apostles, Prophets, Pastors, Teachers,
tisis, &c. 1 Cor 12:28. Matt. 10:1.
4. Iph.4:11; 2:20. Titus 1:5.

We believe that in the Bibie is contained
the word of God, go far as it is trunslated
eariecdy. We believe that the canon of
seripine {8 not fall, bus that God, by His
Spiriy, will continue to revesl His word to
mun until the end of time. . Job 32:8. He-

brews 13:8. Proverbs 29:18. Amos 3:7.
Jeremiah 23:4; 31:31, 34; 33:6. Psalms 85
10, 11. Luke 17:26. Rev. 14:6, T; 19:10.
We believe in the powers und gifis of
the everlasting gospel, viz: the gift of faith,
discerning of spirits, prophecy, revelation,
visions, healing, tongues, and the interpre.
tation of tongues, wisdom, chariry, brother

Iy love, &e. 1 Cor. 12:1-11; 14:26. Johs
14:24, Acts 2:3. Mat. 28:19, 20, Murk
16:16.

We believe that Marriage is ordained of
God; and that the law of God provides for
but one companion in wedlock, for either
man or woman,—except in cases where the
contract of marriage iz broken by death or
transgression. Genesis 2:18, 21-24; 7:1, 7,
13. Proverbs 5:15-21.  Malachi 2:14, 15.
Matthew 19:4-6. 1 Cor. 7:2. Hebrews13:4.
Doctrine and Covenants, sec. 42: 7; 45: 3.

We believe that the doctrines of aplural-
ity and a community of wives are heresies,
and’ are opposed: to the law of Godi . Gen,
4:19.23.24: 1:9::22: 2. in conpection: Gal.

4th and 6the.. -Gen. 21:8-10.. Mali 2: 14;:15;
Matt.:19:3=9.+ The  Book 0 MORMON: fava:
“Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and lieark=
en to the word of the Lord: For there shall
not any man among you have save it he
OKE &IFE, and cencubines he shall have
none, for I, the Lord God, delighteth in ihe
chastity of women. And whoredoms are an
abomination before me, saith the Lord of
Losts."-~Jacob 2: 6, 7, 8. 8.

We believe that in all matters of contro.
versy upon the duty of man toward God,
and in reference 1o preparation and fitness
for the world 1o come, the word of God
should be decisive and the end of dispute;
and that when God directs, man should
obey.

We believe that the religion of Jesus
Christ, as taught in the New Testament
Beriptures, will, if its precepts are accepted
and obeyed, make men and women briter
in the domestic circle, and better citizens
of town, county and state, and consequently
better fitted for the change which cometh
af death.

We believe thai men should weos
God in “Spirit and inrath ” and s
worship does not require a violation of the
copstitutional law of the Jand  John 4:21-
24. Doctrine and Covenants, sec. 58. par. b.

We claim the privilege of worshiping
Almighty God according to the diciates of
our conscience, and allow all mien the same
privilege, let them worship how, where, or
what they may.
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Findings of the Court

LAND TEMPLHE

SUIT,

in Lake County, Ohio.

fae following are the findings of the Court in
which the lute suit of the Deorganized Church
for the quieting the title to the Kirtland Temple,
was tried.

“In Court of Common Pleas, Lake Ccum
Jhio, Febraary z.ar\ 1830, Present: Hen, L.
Sherman, Judge; F. Paine, dr., Clerk; and C. F
Morley, Sheriff.

Jourral Entry, February Term, 1880,

The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
{atter Doy Saints: Plaintif, Against

Lucien Williams, Joseph Smith, Saran F. Vi-
dleon Mark H. Forscutt. the Church in Utah of
which John Taylor is President and ccmmonly
known as the Mormon Chureh, and John Taylor,
President of said Utah Chorch, Defendants.

Now at this term of the Court came the Plain-
$iff by its atvorneys, E. L. Keliey, and Burrows
and Bosworth, and the Defendants came not, but
made defan!t; and théreupon, with the assent of
the Court, 1on motion and by the consent of
the Plaintiff a trial by jury is" waived and this
eansge is submitied to the Court for trial, and the
cause came on for tiial to the Conrt wpon the
pleadings and evidence, and was argued by coun-
gel; on consideration whereof, the Court do find
as. matters of fact: :

(1st).. That notice wag given to the Defendants
in'this au:xou bv puohaatxou of notlce a8 feqmred

L
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the Deferdant, Sarsh B, Videon, who wis pers
sonally served with process. :
(2d).'That there was organized on the 6th'day of |

Aprily 1830, 4¢ Paimyrd, 1n the state of New York, |

by Joseph Smith, a Religious Society, under the
name of “The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Sainte,”? which In the same ysar removed in
@ body snd located in Kirtland, Lake County,
Ohio; which said Church held and believed, and
was founded upon certain well defined doctrines,
which were set forth in the Bible, Book of Mor-
wmoxn. and Book of Doctrine and Covenants.

(31). That on the 11th day of February, A. D.
1841, one William Marks and his wife, Rosannah,
by Warranty Deed, of that date, conveyed to said
Joseph Smith as sole Trustee-in-Trust for the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, be-
ing the same Church organized as sforesaid, the
lands and tenements described in the petition,
and which are described as follows:

[The description of the land is omitted.—Eps.?

And upon sald lands said Church had erected a
church edifice known as The Temple, and were
then in the possession and occupaney thereof
torreligious purposes, and so continued until the
disorganization of said Church, whicz occurred
about 1344. That the main body of shid Helig-
ious Society had removed from Kirtlana afore-
eaid, and were located at Nawvoo, :iinois, in
1844, when said Joseph Smith died, and said
Church was disorganized and the membership
{then being estimated at about 106,000} scattered
in smaller fragments, each claiming to be the
original and true Church before named, and lo-
eaved in different states and places.

That one of said fragments. estimated at ten
thousand, removed to the Territory of Utah nnder
the leadership of Brigham Young. and located
thers, and with accessions since. now constitute
the Chnrch in Utah, under the leadership and
Presidency of John Taylor, and is named as ove
of the defendauts in this action.

That after the departure of gaid fragment of
said church for Utah, a large number of the
officials and membership of the original charch
whickh was disorganized at Nauvoo, rcorganzed
under the name of the Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Duy Saints. and on the 5th
day of February, 1873. became incorporated under
the laws of the state of Illinois. and since that
time all other fragments of said original Church
(except the one in Utah) have dissolved, and
the memnbership has largely become incorporated
with said Reorganized Church which is the Plain-
tuff in this action. .

That the said Plaintiff, the Roorganized
Chaunrch of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, is a
Religious Society. founded and orgaunized upon
the same doctrines and tenets, and having the
same church organization. as the original Church
of Jesug Christ of Latter Day Saints, organized
in 1830, by Jdoseph Smith, and was organized
ptrsuant to the constitiation, laws and ugages of
said original Church, and (ms branches located

mn J.hlu()lb, Jn1o, and omur SLates.

That the church: in Uteh, the_‘ Defendant of
which John Taylor is President, has materially

and largely departed. from the faith, doctrifies;
laws, ordinances and usages of said original
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and
has incorporated into its system of faith the doe-
trines of Celestial BHarriage and & plurality of
wives, and the doctrine of Adam-God worahip,
contrary to the laws and constitution of sail
nal Church.

Arnd the Court do further find that the Plain.
tiff, the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, ig the True and Lawiual corv
tinuation of. and Successor to the said origins}
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,
organized in 1830, and is entitled in law to all itn
rights and property.

And the Court do further find that said defend-
ants, Joseph 8mith, Sarah F. Videon and Mark
. Forscutt, are in possession of gaid property
under a pretended title, derived from a pretended
sale thereof, made by order of the Probate
Court of - Lake County. on the petition of
Henry Holcomb, as the administrator of said
Joseph Smith, as the individnal property of said
Smitn; and the Court finds that said Smith had
no title to said property. except as the Trustee of
said Church. and that no title thereto passed to
the purchasers at said sale, and that said parties
in posgsession have no legal title to »aid property.

And the Court further finds that the legal-title
to seid property is vexted in the heirs of said
Joseph Smith. in trust for the legal successor of
saic. original Church, and that the Plaintiffs are
not in possession thereol
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