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“F T t‘ne priests’ hps shomd lreep
lmowledge, and they should speek
the law. at his nisdth, for he ‘is the
messenger of the Lord of Hosts e
Mal, 2%

ais 13 the-ba‘sis of otr remarks this
morning.  We shall try to asc‘ertain

scmathing in regard to the origin of -

the priesthood. When we think of
the text parallel to the one selected
recorded ‘in the 119 Psalm, we re:
member the King of Israel spoke by
the Ho]y Gho=t in regard to Christ
‘and said he was a’ priest forever after
‘the order of Melchisedec s and Paul
-~ refers to this text thfee times in the
book of Hebrews, ‘and bears witnkss
to the pnesthood of the Son of God.
If we can get at the beginning of for-
ever, 1 apprehend we can ﬁnd the ore
igin of ‘the prresthood When we

consider “the manner of delegating

zuithotity we see that the less is bless-
ed of the greater, as ih the instance
of Melchisedec b1e551ng Abrahain,
Inasmuch 45 there never has been
any greater iipon the earth or in heay
en than the Son of God, his Father
excepted, we do not know of any
power upon the earth, or that is mov-

ing among men, either angelic or hu-

man, that has the rrght to confer
briestly authority upon Jesus Christ:

I know that the rdea his been advanc:
ed by sortle that he received’ prrestly
atithority at the time of the transfig: |
uration under the hands of Moses and
Elias} but as we, further progréss we

apprehend you tan see the pol
icy of  this position: . We ‘afe
informed by the DBible, that

both .Cain. and Abel were reqilired
and authorized to offer. sacrlﬁ ces, and
they did so} but it appears that Cain’s

, oﬁermg was not accepted but Abel’s

was] and Paﬁl says  that by faith
Abel oﬁered a Hore excellent sacrifice
thatt Cain, by which he obtamed wit-
ness that he was nghteom, God testi:
fymg of his grfts." In all the research
I haVe given to this _subject, 1 have
not been able to separate the 1dea of
priesthood from the altar. and the al:
tar serVice; . When j'esus Christ_enu:
terated the prophets who had sealed

"their =test1mony with therr blood; he

begins with Abel and closes with
Zacharlas, and when we understandk
the prerogatrves of a prdphet; a right-
eous than, we see that they are  inti-
mately connected With the work of
God, If we concede. that Abel was
nghteous, it follows as a consequence
that he had a knowledge of the gos*
pel of Chrlst, for Paul says; ¢l am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,
for therem is the rrghteousness of God
revealed Then 1 think all must
consent to the fact that the righteous-
ness of God is. revealed through. the
gospel; and henee it includes Bro.
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Abel.

the seventh from Adam, who “walked
so circumspectly before the heavens

that he was translated; but before his_

translation he had this
that he pleased God.

preacher of rlghteousness, a preacher
of the gospel, so says the apostle Paul.
"The text presents these Priests as mes-
sengers of the Lord of Hosts, and
Paul says Ile is the mediator between
God and man. Some may seea diffar-
ence in these two térms; but I believe

testimony,

~ they mean the same thing ; they could

be used interchangeably. After ’\Toa

had preached the gospel for a season,

he was commanded to perform anoth-
er work. ‘“‘By faith Noah being warned
of God of thmgs not seen, moved
with fear prepared anark.” When we
consider the covenant to this w0nder-
ful character; that shone forth like a
vast. meteor over all ages, we must
conclude he was a minister of Jesus
Christ.” As we pass along, we read of
Abraham, who had been engaged in
war with the wicked’ heathens. ‘He
had gained much spoil, but he laid it
all at the feet of Melchxsedec, the
king of Salem, the ancient name for
Jerusalem. This character brought
forth bread and wine, blessed and ad-
ministered them to Abraham. The
reason he administered the holy eu-
charist is made plain—he was a priest
of the Most High. ~Abraham was
blessed of him also. ~ In the twenty
fifth of Genesis we are informed that
Abraham sent his illegitimate child-
ren awdy into the eastern country;
but before they departed from the
shades of his roof, he conferred gifts
upon them, Icall your atteation now

We might follow down the.
steps of time, and tface a succession.
of righteous men from Abel to Enoch;.

\oah was a__

to the fact that Abraham had conferr-

‘ed'all his earthly possessions upon his

son Isaac, his legitimate child accord-

"ing to the law of primogeniture then

prevalling; and this will doubtless
cause the inquiry to arise, what did
he have to confer upon the children

_of the concubines that Abraham had?

Adam Clark is regarded as an able
commentator; but 1t-should be re-
membered,  that = spiritual  things
are - spiritually discerned. Go»
with me a moment to Jesus’ time.
Paul said, that “*Christ having ascend-
ed on high gave gifts unto men,”
Let us consider the nature of these

gifts. ~¢“He gave some apostles, and
sonie . prophets, . and some = evan-
gelists, and some pastors, = and
some  teachers.” Together with

these he bestowed gifts and ‘graces of
a supernatural character,. whxch were

for the benefit of the people in a spir-

itual sense instead of in a temporal
sense,  These holy ministers were
placed in the church ““for the perfect-‘
ing of the samts, for the Work of the
ministry, for the edrf)mg of. the body
of Christ, and.designed by mhmte
wrsdom to remain there as the bow in
the cloud, until we all come to the
unity of the faith.” .I do not think
there is a mind. so obtuse as to sup-
pose that we have all come to. a unity
of the faith. The prophet Isaizh
looked forward by the power of God’s

‘spirit and he saw the world enwrap-

ped in glory, when nothing would
hurt or destroy in all God’s “holy
mountain, for the earth was full of the
knowled ge of God as the waters cover
the sea.”” 1 apprehend we would all
like to have a little land in fee simple

‘upon the earth, when it is sanctlﬁed

creansed redeemed and glorxﬁed
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that we cottld dwell under eur own vine
and fig tree wifh #o oiie to distiirb
ottr peace or make u§ afraid. "This is
what we call the beatific vision.  Holy
fien and women- of old locked for-
ward to this tirfie, and rejoiced inthe
thought, that if faithful unto death,
God wotlld give then a crown of life.
1 have brought forward these script-
uxes to show yout something of the na-
ture of the gifts of the Abrahamic Cov-
enant.  Abraham conferred priestly
authority tlpon his sons, and sent
them away from his hcusehold.  One
of those Stihs’ natnes was Midian.  In
those days the. earth was sparsely set-
tled, and qtiite frequently colonies
took their -names from ‘the orrgmal
occupants, -as; the land of Canaan
¢alled after Canaan,

We tnust now drop over r into E ypt ,

and follow Moses in his flight. -He
comes over into the land of Midian;

and there he finds evidently a’ descen-’

dant of Midian, who was the son of
Abraham, and he was a priest of the
Most High. . ... :

His first mtroductlon was to the fe-
msle portion of the household. They
were trying to water their flocks,” and
the 1ude Sabians dlsturbed them ‘ard
Moses bemg a man of chwalrlc spmt,
he assisted these ladies, so that they
returned and told their good fortane

‘unto-Jethro.  He ‘told them to go cut
-and find that man, and bring hxm
into the house: - All through the dis-
‘pénsations of (rod’s ‘providences; ‘we
cannot get along without love. “Mos-
es offered his hand to one of these Ia-
dies, and was soon aﬁer mamed to
her; and it is evident to my mind
that Jethro was not a ‘heathen priest,
else he:would have objected:to thisal-
Yance as wicked; for according to'an-

clent history they were dlways oppos:
ed to mmf*lmg With strange flesh. Fors
ty years he dwelt in that countr;; and
while  he -was  leading his father’s
flocks, he came to Mount Sinai, and
God called to-him from the flaming
bush, and made known to him that he
should go down and deliver the ¢hil-
dren of Israel from Kgyptian bond-
age. - He went down with his brother
Aaron, and by signs and miracles bes
got unto himself a great name;.: And
after their deliverance form the Egyp-
tians, the people praised God for his
goodness.  But they would go every
day from morning until evening, ta
have Moses adjust every little difficul<
ty.  DBat'here comes Jethro and pro-
teeds to give instructions with which
we fiad Moses complied, If this man
was not speaking what was ordained of
God, and did not hold -true priestly
authority; in the true priestly line, do
yoi suppose the chosen-ones of ‘God
would have taken part in the altarser-
vice directéd by this man,” He in:
structs Moses. to seléet men from the
Congregation, of good report, men’ that
feared God and héeded government,
and place theny a3 captdins over hun-
dreds and fifties und tens. ~This does
not sound to fe Jike th(, m.mczmos of
a heatlien priest. I'he great H(,bref\
Iaw glver reorganiZell thid swhole com=
monwealth in conformity with the ad-
wue of Jethro. The blessings of Jeho-
Vah were upon” thenm A dloud by day,
a pillar. by night.” ’I‘héy' ‘W‘er‘e GOL!?S
chosen’ peox)le -
“ Now let us, mqnne into Lbe mstxm-
tion of the Aaronic puesthood The
Lord told Moses to set apart Aaron and
his sens to mlmatez in the priest’s sflice
forever. This 1@ called the Levmual as
well as Aalomc mlescnood because Aa,
ron was 2 descéndant of Levi, When

.these puesbs were set a;Sart they were
”threctea hot to pxbeeed

Then appax -

B
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¢l wag to be made in a cer tain way, and
over Aaron’s heart was to be placed the
Urim and Thummim. ~ Why “do you
talk about thatinstrument? . Because
the prophets have spoken of.it; and the
Lord said through Moses that it was to
be over his heart, so that he would have
judgment when he went ont and came
in before Israel. We pass alorg and
‘e learn that'a certain man and woman
wrought a species-of folly, and’ others
parrook of it. A eertain man .saw this
folly and the princes ergaged in‘it, and
he stew him. The Lord saw what -he
had ‘done for Israel, and he said He
would confer. upon ‘him a gift, even the
covenant of an ‘ever rxstmg pnesthood

Therefore we argile from this seripture
and others, that'the priesthood of ‘Aaron
was to run-throngh all -ages.in time
and through the. ages of eternity, as
also the pr xesthood of \ﬁelcmsedec,
which is also an evexldstm«r pnecthood

When we get over “to the book of Mala-
chi, the Tiord “speaks to" Israel in“an
apostate condition, when their priests
Lad been defiled; - but he declares the
t'me will eome when he will purge ¢ and’
purify the sous of l.evi,
may offer an offering nnto the Lord in
rightenusness, hence they will stand in
their priestly lot and office, and offér an
cffering unto God through Jesus Christ.
T-have no disposition to doubt this scrip-
tute. I know that Paul was arraigned
before. the people, because he believed
all things written inthe law.  Some
may wonder why I bring so many quo—
tations from the Old Testament; but re-
member - that Jesus said, ‘‘Search the
seriptures, for in them ye thmlf yehave
eternal life, and they are they that tes-
tify of me,” evidently refering to what
‘we . denominate the- Old Tesmment

* “Paul said to Timothy, that from a Nehild
he had knewn the seriptures,which were
able to make him wise unto salvation.”
All seripture given by inspiration of

God is proﬁbable for ‘doctrine, for
reproof, for eorrection and
for instruction  in = righteousnes:4

$hat the’man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto every good

50, that they

work,”  “Man should not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceed=
ethi out of ‘the nmouth of ‘God .. We
can find @ vast-array. of evidence thaf
will warrant us- in. drawing fx om, the
vast storehouse of God’s. word. both the
01d and the New Testament. We nev-
er would have known anything ‘about
the priesthood, its’ powérs and duties,
if 1t hiad 1iot been for  those  whom: God
galled as priests... - But He has revealed
it . unto.us . .and our children: forever.
“You cantiot separate priest and-priests
hood; and if the people are not willing
to receive the Luv at the mouth of the
priest, they are not willing to receive it
at all. “That is the way God says’ they
shall receive is.v Peopie may fancy that
they . would reeeive it, if it would come
some ot'ueﬁ way ; but when ~the Lord
gends a message to men, he sur ely would

‘send it in the best wccy. Men should noﬁ

dictate ways aind means to their creatoi.
Weé arefiriite, He:is infinite. "We otight
to remember that the: Savior said, ufier
he had triumphed over.death, héll:and

‘the grave, that all power was given in-

to hig hands. That:the ‘mr)acles shou]d
have the supexvxsxon of “his  work
throughout the world, and ‘should ‘teach the
people to observe all things-that he had

commanded them. « When he sdéregses. the

apostles in person he savs, I lLave chosen
you and ordained-you,’”’-..To Peter he said,
I will nge unfo thee the keys of the king-
dom of heaven, sud whatsoever thou: shalt
bindon earth shall be Yound in heaven.”In
Matt 18118, Jesus says something about the
power ‘of the apostles, which we will read’:

i+ Verily, I'say unto you, Whatsoever ya’
shalt bind on earth, shall be bouud in heav.
en: and whatsoever ye shall Idose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.

. Jesug said he had commandment from ‘his
father what he, should teach.  These words
are & pa.rt of those commandments: of God
the Father through’ the blessed Savior,
When the servants of God keep his -com=
mandments, “we find’ ihat they are very
powerful becsuse God is with them...  In
their office and calling they are omnipotent
if you please.. . The Savior said’ *‘Whatse~
ever sins ye remit, they are remitted; and
whatsoever sins ye retain they are retain-

www.LattérDayTruth.org

1
§



ed.”” Some people #ay, Dont this smack 4
little of Catholicism? Yes, but I would
rather be Catholic and be right, than be sn—
ti-Catholic and be wrong. i

Paul says, ‘‘Prove. all .things,: and “hold
fast that which is good.”” It is ourduty to
seek light, get the grain from the chaff,
When Paul was at Athens; they were bow—
ing down to abou{ 30,000 deities according
0 & Grecian historian:-  He found a truth
that had been expressed by-one of their po-
ets, and be-took it for his text. . So we a8
s people have accepted of truth w’herever
we have found it; L

We want to notice ‘the apostlas at Jeru-
galem, and ascertain how they could remit
or retain sing, - Jesus said; repair:to Jari=
galem, “and wait until you are. ‘endowed
with power from on ‘high. - These fisher-
men could not preach the 'gospel with any
. degree of elogueneé; or any hope of success
" in their own langusge. - But -when they
" received this mirsgulous endowment: from

tod, the people-heard them ‘declaring the
word of life and salvation with power snd
authority, and with the Holy Ghost sent
down from od; the people rushed together
and said,” “Meén and brethren, what shall
we do.””" Peterstood up, and did he tell
them they had nothing to ‘do; Ch¥ist had
dome it all? - That isthe modern idea. Pe-
ter had an andience of devout men - out of
every nation, but he g4ve them no such de<
lusive idea. He said, ““Repent every one
of you and be baptized in-the name of Je—
sus Christ for the'remission of sing " What
for? The remission of sins, “and you shsll
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, for the
promise ‘is' unto you, ‘and your-childrer,
and dito all that arée afar off, even as
many &8 the Lord our God shall gall?? = Tt
is not my intention to deliver” a discourse
upon the principles of the gospel; butonly
to.show that by an administration of the
law only could the.apostles remit or retain
gins, It is the operation of the law that
brings & remission of sins. : Thai law was
called: ““the Jaw of the spirit of life,”” ‘and
it makes us free. from ¢’the law. of sin and
death.’”” Every man and woman'is . either
under one of these or'the other.: :If you do
not gather with Christ, you will scatier.
If you are not for him, you will be against

him, Then the apostles, while they kepé
the commandments, were mighty in their
sphere; but when they forsook the law,
and gought to lord it over God’s heritage,
they became ag weak as Samson,

Some have  concluded . there was no
priesthood in. the Christian Chureh. - What
do they do with the language of Peter sec-
ond chapter first Peter, fifth verse.

Ye also, as lively: stones, are built.up a
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer
up spiritual sa¢rifices, acoeptabie to Grod by
Jesus Christ.

‘He tells us'we are oﬂ'ermg up sacrifices.
But we are pot offering the bodies of birds
or beas s, but we are uander the new dis-
pensation, and -are required to “present
our-bodies a8 & living sacrifice, holy and
acoeptable unto*God, which is our reason-
able service, If it is reasonable for ‘us
to dé'so, it is altogether unreasonable fob
ug aot to do g0, - People say, We want our -

‘liberty. I['am just as fond of liberty as any

msn- But I do not want liberty to break the
law. ' When we obey the gospel we become
conformed to-the holy life contemplated in
it, and will fiually be prepared to enter into
the sosiety of the redeemed with the gener-
al assembly ‘and church of the first born.

If-this is not freedom’ I can niot under=
stand what is freedom. There is no
such- thing ‘as, freedom  to do Wwrong,
Sowme people are asking for license to do
ceverything they wish.

When we do anything of a derogato-
ry chardcter; the yoke of sin is fastened
upon us. - In the mad rush of life, we
often seek for happiness in illegitimate
channels; but the reaction comes off and
our. hearts are sick with shame, our
constitutions are wasted, and our spirits
broken down. - Bat when we are obedi-
ent to the laws of God as revealed to ns
by his servants, then we go forward in
every good work.

I the ninth verse of the same ehapter
the Apostle says, “But ye area chosen
generation, a royal priestbeod, a holy
nation, a peculiar people, that ye should
show forth the praises of him that hath
called you out of darkness into his mar-
velous light”.. Whenever you see we
become important factors in this ehosen
generation, this royal -priesthood, we
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bask in the marvelous light. Some peo=
ple will object if the idea of priesthood
in the Christian- Church is mentioned,
but when they see that it is inceparably
connected with the work of God, thén
they will turn and say that we ate: all
priests, every man, woman and child is
a priest. ~ That which proves too much
in law, does not prove anything.” God
said to ancient Israel, that they were a
Kingdom of priests. Ex. 19, but that does
“hot say that every ian, womdn and
g a })‘18&:(3 bat smlplv that the

was called, we learn he was called by

the - piophétic &pirlt through Moses.
This bfings us to the' thought that if

no man can be called to the priesthood .

but in this way, how -can priests be
properly called without a prophet; - 1f

they are called, 1t must’ be by men bes:

coming a law unto themselves, :
Amos says the “Lord: God doeth

nothing, bat what he reveals-his secrets

unto . his:- servants the ~ prophéts.’”

“Whenever the Lord God of Hosts moves

among the nations of the earth to doa

vho was a king ruled over. the
. lom blessed with the. priesthood.
That was confined to one tribe, and if
astranger was to reach unto thealtar,he
should be put to death,  We have au in-
stance of this in the case of Korah,Dath-
an and Abiram. They took foo much hon-
or upon. themselves saying that all the
Lord’s peeple were holy.  Itisashame-
ful thing in any one to.profess and- not
possess. These men did this, and they
rebelled and drew away 250. princes,
Moses. said come before us-cn the. mor-
row and the Lord will show: whom. he
has ochosen. . They came ‘and- with all
that appertained to. them: were swal—
lowed up by an earthquake, and the
very next day thesé murmurerscame
around and said, *You have. killed: the
Lozd‘" people.” Did Moges and Aaron
kill them? Did they take ~anything
upon themselves?  No.: You.wont
claim that, The Lord-giveth and the Lerd
taketh away.  Aslong as they worked

in righteousiess and in aceordance with

Godls will  He stood by . them,
the wi(:l;ed, and would not hear their
prayer if men worship God and do
his w 111 he will hear theirprayers, but
if they wiil not he will not hearstheir
cries. But when the righteous ones- of
fhe Lord cried nugo Him-as the flames
and smoke went-up.to heaven, the Lord
stayed the plague. :

T'he Apostle Paul is very pomted and
explicit upon the subject of priesthood:
“No msn taketh this honor upon him-
gelf, but ke that i called of God as was
Aaron.’”  When. we read -how Aaron

slew

work, he fitust reveal himself nrird(fé'h'
his servants the prophets: -

Paul says, ‘‘As the Lord Hath- ealled
every one; so let Him work, and 8o ors
dain. [ in all the churches.”: To Tim=-
othy: he says; “Netﬂect not the gift
that is in thee, which was given thee by
propheey; and. the laying on of hands vf
the Presbytery.’’  Wefind ,therefore,
when we come to eanvass: this subject
just how Timothy. received a gift from
God—when he was being: confirmed :in
the church:.’ The spokesman upon that
éeeasion was moved upon by the Spirit
of the living God to speak in *egard: &
his-ugefulness in the Chireh of Chrisg,
and Paul. 'wanted him to.take care of
that pearl of great price. - He also told
him to ‘‘stir Wp the gift of God whigh
is in thee Dy the puttity on  of ‘my
hands. “Ttmothy received the laying on
of 'hands at’ Jewst twicé,
find by the st and second - books g
Timothy. In gacly ifstatice lie réccived
a-blessing. We are informed that Jostis
ua the successor of Moses,: was full-of
the spirit of . the. Lord, because. Moses
had laid his hands upon- him. . That is
why he was so full of wisdom: to-léad

the hosts of Isradl. into the pI‘OlZle(l‘

lairds

Argréat many people do nut; tlunk the
prophetic’ and  apostolic office” should
continue-iix the:church; but wlien::we
turn:to theorganic law; therewe learn
that *‘God sgg in:the chureh first apostles,
secondari] Irete; andiwe. nowhere
learn that the connection the - diseiples
had: Wlth his work had eeased thaft hs
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had made a mistake, and had to.do his
work over again. - This would not be
divine. Apostles, prophets, high priests,
bishops, seventies, evancrelists elders,
priests, teachers and -deacons are all
spoken of and plovxded for in the organ-
i¢ law, and in addition to these ofiicers,
we have helps, governments and divers—,
ities of tongues.... Some of these helps
eome _from the opposite sxde of the
house, We read that women of old did
yaliant service for the Lord.. in the last
days we read that he will pour out his
spirit upon all flesh. The blecﬂnw, of
the Lord are not confined to the male
gide of the'house, But'when we read-of
these wonderfnl blessings, we nowhere
find in-4ll the sériptures from-one end
to the other, of women who held the
priestly office in the church. — Aaron’s
sous, not his daughters, were to minis-
ter in the pueetly ofh(,e.

"T'o prove that the apostles were to eon-

tinue in the “enurch along with other
officers, we have only to refer you to a
quotation of scriptures where it is de-

vlared that God has placed. these apos=.

tles in the churck, for the perfecting of

the saints, for the edifying -of the body.
of Christ until they all come.into:.the.:
unity of the faith unto the stature of the -
(If that quotation: :

fulness of Christ,”
was not there we could find from the

history in the New Testunient when vas

cancles oceurred, that the Lord God

ministered and told them how these vas =

cancies could be filled. When Juadas
went the way of all the earth, Mathias
was. ordained: to take hlS place, and
when James was slain, God said, ‘‘sep-

arate me Paul and Barmabas unto the

work whereunto I have called them.”’

{le spoke by his Spirit because we are

informed that there was a plophet and.
teachers in the ®churel - at Antioch.
They were mediums through which
God could speak; and he would not do .
anything before 1evealmo“ his Secrets to”
his servants.
were ordained and sent forth by direc
tion of the Holy Spirit. Mention is
made in the fourteenth yerse of fhe

So Paul .and Barnabag.

that all th
prophete and that he would put his

fourteenth . chapter. .of the -Acts . of
the.. Apostles,  which = looks very
much like .an, apestle. ... In...the 19
verse of the first chapter of Gallatians
honorable mention isrmade of his epis-
tle as the apostle of .the :Gentile world,
He:declares, “If any man thinks him-
self a prophet.er spiritual. let him ac-
knowledge that the things-that I- write
unto you are the commandments of the
Lord’. . I will .mention one or. two
more apostles. . In the last chapter. of
Romans Paul says: ‘‘Saliite: Andronicus
and Jonia, my kinsmen, and my fellow
prisoners, who are of note among the
apostles.” . These ~men, then, were
aposties, for Paul:says so. Paul says
in Thessalonians 2:6, “When we might
have been burdensome: as the apost;les '

‘of Christ.””.

The first. verse of thls eplﬂt]e reads.
“Paul and 8ilvanus and Timotheus, un-
to the chureh.” - I might become bur-
densome to the town of Independence,
but I ecould not become burdensome as
an Indian or a Negro, because I do not
belong to.eitherofthose races. If these
men were not apostles, they could not
have become burdensome as such. The
word-apostles -is used in the plural.
Paul you all acknowledge was an apos~
tle.. By patity of reasoning you must
acknowledge that Silvanus and Timoth-
eus were also;

Now a word about prophets. After
Jesus Christ ascended. visions prevailed
among the people of God. Paul speaks

of prophecy in the fourteenth chapter -

‘of first Corinthians. - This was the gift
vouchsafed to certain ones wholived
worthy before God, and received of the
spirit unto the enjeyment of this pow-
er, This was the gift mentioned in old-
- en-times, when Moses blessed the El-
ders of Israel and they all began to
prophesy. Some said “forbid these men
to. prophesy.”. . .What. did “Meses do?
' Did he put a kind of yoke upon them?

~He:did not: wish fo monopolize the grace

Moses said I would to God
the Lord’s people were

of God.
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spirit tipon them.” If they were 1i¥ing
pure and holy lives, they might recéive
richly from. the celestial Onej but if
they departed from  the: counsels  of
heaven they would Become darkened in
their minds, What was the key of
knowledge to that people.. Tiet Christ
answer. - He says to these teachefs,
“Ye wont enter into the ‘kingdom:of

children of men hear the gospel and
yield obediénce thereto, ‘they bédomie
translated from the kingdom of darkt
Hess into the knwdom of God’s dedt”
son.

In conclusion, be trae to your ’God;
and-your &éovenants, Beliving episties
to be knowi and read of all ‘then.  Be
clothed upon with the Christian graces;

“God yéurselves; neitiier suffer “those
that would to enter:”” They @arketed
vounsel withiout lnowledge. = They suf-
fered the key of knowledge td depart
trom them by disobediernige. = They lost
thé ‘spirit, which was the Key of uowl-
eilge. “Paul’ ministered in‘the Kpirit;
4nd 14 the course of liis career he taine
tv Ephesis, and found certain distiples
Fierey THeinstructed themili the way of
sruth more perfeetly. < Afterie Jiad
baptized theth, and laid his bands upon
them; He Hiinisteled to theti of the Spirs
Y, that is, he was indtritental i the
hinds of God, ifigiving them' the ‘Holy
Bpirity which“searcheth 4all things, even
the deep thingy of*God: ‘When thg

Coby.

and,,add to your faith virtue, and to
virtue knowledge; and ‘to kiowledge
temperance,” ete.  May God blessvou,
that you may never lose your hold upon
eternity, in the nwme of Christ, " Anlen:
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