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- man, trusting in God for their own. I
. ask Whence all this ? If this is a ¢ wicked
wicked woman,” ig it possible ior her to
lead her children to such exalted heights
of virtue if her steps lead dO»’H‘ to hall ?
Ask her ¢hildren from whence the.y lear ﬂ—
ed such glorious precepts, and they will
proudly point to their honored xno"Lnr
and tell you it wasfrom her lips they ro-
ceived them. Ifwasin her Aamﬂc that
they learned something of virtue’s
less worth. Shame then on the coward
tongues that would dare revile wmxe
they pretend to garnish the sepu
her God honored husband. He
pleadeth the cause of the fatherd
the widow will most agsuredly me
out their just portion in dae season.
is basely asserted by some that
the truth that Joseph is secking for ) Do
among men. If this had been the cas
why did he not accept the many invite-
tions from the Dignitw Balt
Land, where he w
by tens of thousands of glad he&;*s, that
would gladiy -have.exalted him to
highest dignity in their power to beastow ¢
Why did be aunswer the Deputi
him from that quarter, Cihgt
wanted him He would be pleas
him know it and until msn s
take no step in &aJ direction.”
the substance of hisanswer to Ws m. OL
~ton over eleven years ago a8 ;
testified to me in England, in 1862,
Joseph has had offers that wers not tobe
despised l“y y power Qrc"cr voth ¢f &
civiland ececlesiasticel natu £
his duty tor ﬁ ge ther wﬂ,
due time of the Lord,
simple reason. th ab Lu a
place before,
run without &
was gent. Boes
seeker after ths
truly, he isa pow
he has smwhu for power with
has ’preva‘led, .Md it 1:3 imnos
those gents of
wrest 1t froni his Ol‘&op,
of hearts in Europe and .\r\er
ing the Salt Lard, send fo
praises to Ged for ¢ remember
chosen again,”” and they are ez\.,\
joy, peace and satisfaction fiow
the gospel of the kingdom of God.
But Mr. Editor, I am admonished that
T must stop for I am taking up too much
space and crouding out more valuable
matter from your columns, but I love to
defend the eause of the innocent against
all opposition. Iamnomanworshipper;
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but. I worship God and honor His ser-
vants. I will Just finish my journey home
and stay there for the present. I arrived
wt Iiantisbout four o’clock on the morn-
g of the 5th instant, and was, kindly
M‘GcmfAd by Bro. Mathews, and also by
Bro, Wim. Redfield and fa mﬂy, and-in the
afternoon by all the saints. 1 talked a
little twice and ws enjoyed each others’
society. From thence through the kind=
negs of the brethren I was conveyed to
Bro, John Leaka’sof Plum Creek Branch.
Here I wes received with the same old
hearty welcome, and on the next day by
:dness of these friends T was con-
home—-Tes, to ‘“home sweeb
he““ was the grand realiza-

n‘zrl

wther wou u& spare me and mine in
hh .n‘d peace to meet again. . Here
ag the fuliliment of some of the
rd's promizes to me, that had cheered
b in many a. dark and trying

rearh
and I thank God that all were well

V«V “
houx
Mff“’ﬂw & little weariness from long

ravel e less of rest, and soon the sweet
of Wife and dwughter in singing
V" ‘e’s welcome” made my heart
t its hours of darkness and priva-
nd I realized that I was no longer
but I was right here at home,
to feel so, not only by my
Ty all the saints of God here,
w 1et me say to my brethren and
send friends, in England and Wales,
plso in this land that I thank them
their generous kindness in dssisting
Lome, and for their temporal mld
Ifare 1 shall ever pray that
& may be sure in the resur-
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e Just. I must also say God
1nts in Western Iowa, for their

us £2d noble kindness to my dear
in my absence.
iibe myself in the bonds of love
and truth your ] brother,
CHARLES
—.Q*QQ}_Q____
SEMI-ANNUAL CONFERENCE.
HMizutes of the Semi-Annual Conference of
the Chureh oJ Jesus Chirist of Latler-Day
Baints, held at Galland’s Grove, Shelby Co,
fowa, commencing Ocl. 6, 1864.
THURSDAY, OCT. 6,—MORNING SESSION,
Pursuant to appointment, the Semi-An-
nual Conference of the Church of J. C. of
L-D. 8. 1met, and was organized by choos-
ing Yres. Joseph Smith to preside, and Na-
+han Lindsey and R. W. Briggs, Clerks,
after which Conference was opened by sing-
ing and prayer.
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www.LatterDayTruth.org


Owner
Typewritten Text
[from The True Latter Day Saints' Herald vol. 6 no. 9]


BEMI-ANNUAL

The President then stated the object of
our assembling ourselves togetber, and ad
ded that as the weather had been very in-
clement, not many from a distance had yet
arrived, therefore the regular business would
be deferred, and the day would be devoted
to preaching. ‘Ie made some other
marks in relation to the ordey that should
be observed by the saints generally whileon

. the Conference ground, and exhoried them
to be faithful and diligent in the eause of
Zion.

Bro. Bweet was then called upon, and
proceeded to address. the congregation on
the subject of “ the gospel of Christ,” and

cafter speaking at some length, he closed
with an exhortation.
_ AFTERNOON SESSION.

Bro. R. W. Briggs was called, and spek
in substence as follows: <57 cnamies of
Israel ave Israel.” Yie proceeded to show by
the sacred historians, that the various ca-
lamities and aflictions that shook the com
monwealth of ancient Israel universaliy or-
iginated within itself, and the moess fatal
thrusts at its vitals were made by those who

_assumed to be its friends avd defenders.
The declaration of the prophet, chosen as
the text, was not serictly historical, but pro-
phetic in its character; end the apostie’s
evidences are apundant that in thsir day
the same principles were carried into effect,
and as declared by the apostic Paul, that
among all trials and troubles incidental to
his life and experience, those among false
brethren were the most severe, these who
professed outwardly the same faith that h
- was suffering to promulgate.  Nor doesthe
Jatter-day work prove an exception to that
ancient rule. While refiecting upon this
subject, we find ourselves surrounded by a
wmultitade of witnesses painful to behold,
which declare that latter-day Isvael has oc-
casion to repeat the prophet’s words, “our
enemies are ourselves,” end it is not singu-
Iar. that ~we hear from the ‘‘salt land,”
where ‘“those who turn from the Zord”
dwell, the poet’s plaintive voice, ¥is:
¢ Long as captives we have wandered,

Self-reproached and self-condemned.”

.But thanks be to God who giveth us the
victory, deliverance has come, the bonds are
being broken, and theé captives are being
freed.

Thanking the congregation for their kind
attention, he took his seat, and was follow-
ed by W. H. Kelly, who gave the congre-
gation some excellent instruetion.

Pres. Smith then addressed the congre-
gation in substance as follows: “Itisa
very apparent fact, that many, may I not
with propriety say all, who have fallen from
the faith and knowledge of God, not only

Te-
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those of our day, but those of pastages, are
ready to declare that their distrust, gold-
ness, and indifference, were occasioned by
the falling away of those in whom they re-
posed unbonnded confidence and love, la-
boring under the false supposition that they
i reality were better than themselves. This
is an erroneous premise, conseguently dis-
astrous conclusions avise from an improper
blending together of personal with collec-
tive salvation. When the effects are dis-
covered, the persons thus unfortunately de-
ceived, by allowing themselves to” be de-
prived of free agency and judgment, a con-
viction of selfcondemnation and selfre-
proach supplants the faith and confidence
formerly imbibed, not only in persons, but
in principles themselves; and the only res-
toration known to trath, as applicable to
such persons, is a practical returning to
those principles lost sight of orignored du-
ring their blindness, while passively follow-
ing the dictates and counsels of others, who
like themselves, were groveling in midnight
dariness.  Many, unfortunately, like some
of the Jews anciently, declare “‘we have
Abrabam to our father,” and conclude be-
cause they retain a passive belief ii‘the
latter-day work, and render a silent and in-
different assens$ toits teachings, that all will
be well, and at last a union be effected be-
tween themselves and the living head, This
is decidedly a dangerous ground to assume.
A union being effected through any other
weans than practical righteousness, isnot
only unknown to the law of God, but it is
indirect opposition to the revelations, which
say that Zion’s converts shall be redeemed
by righteousness. Man may be led to sup-
pose God designs forcing them together, and
this {5 doubtless true, but the only force ap-
plied or known to the law of liberty, is the
force of love and holiness. : Strange ag it
way appear, yet oui 'short experience has
convineed us of its truth, that many pro-
fessed believers in the efficacy of prayer are
either too fearful or proud - to bow before
God, and seek the light of His Spirit, and
seailes of His countenance, or use the means
placed within - our grasp, designed to
strengthen and guide us through: the vari-
ous conflicts- and duties of life. .- For no
calling or oceupation of life should be pur-
sued that we cannot consistently and con-
scientiously ask the blessing of God upon.

£ mankind have power within themseves,
or means to afiain power sufficient to achieve
victories of a physical or secular nature,
what does or Ca¥ prevent, when a proper
application of energy and perseverance is
made, from achieving moral and spiritual
victories, which will redound to our good
here, and eternal welfave hereafter, when
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we shall be transformed into the glorious
liberty of the sons of God, the liberty of
which is in part foreshadowed in the gospel
of peace? But in what consists the gospel
of Christ? Is it to do as we please ? Most
assuredly it is; provided always that we
choose to do precisely right. DBut should
our caprices lead us to ignore the founda-
tion God has laid, and build upon one of
our own imagination, we are not free, but
under the bondage of sin, and subjeet to
the punishment thereof.”
0CT. TTH-—MORNING ,SESSION.

The President stated that the reports of

branches, was the next business in order.
REPORTS OF BRANCHES,

Plum Creek : three added since last re-
ported. J. Leeka, Pres.,, E. B. Gaylord,
Clerk.

Council Bluff: reported by Bro. Clark;
whole number 41, inclading 1 high priest,
1 seventy, 7 elders, 2 priests, 1 teacher, 2

deacons. 7 added sinee last reported. Jas.

M. Judkins, Pres., David Evans, Clerk.

Preparation: 30 members, organized last
fall. C. C. Perry, Pres., G. M. Scott, Clerk.

Fremont: 54 members; 12 removed and
7 added by baptisin since last reperted.
W. Baldwin, Pres., S. 8. Wilcox, Clerk.

Glenwood: 20 members, 1 seventy, 2 el-
ders, 1 priest. 'Wum. Brittain, Pres., R. A.
(Gonsolly, Clerk.

North Star: 13 added by baptism since
last reported. Bro. Waldo, Pres., D.P.
Hartwell, Clerk. -

Union Grove : 48 members, 8 elders: 4
children blessed since last reported. H. Hal.
liday, Pres., H. 8. Smith, Clerk.

Union: 26 members, 5 elders, 1 priest,
9 added since last reported. J.M. Putney,
Pres., R. Campbell, Clerk.

Weeping Water: 13 members, 2 elders,
1 priest; 1addedbybaptism, and 5 children
blessed since last reported. J. W. Wald-
smith, Pres., and Clerk. ‘

Twelve Mile Grove: 15 members, 1 sev-
enty, 1 elder, 1 priest. Isaac Ellison, Pres.,
B. V. Springer, Clerk.

Mason’s Grove: 17 members, 2 seventies,
1 teacher; 4 removed, 4 added by baptism
and 1 by vote since last reported, Thos.
Dobson, Pres., S. M. Hough, Clerk.

Billington : 9 baptized since last report-
ed. J. O. Thomas, Pres., B. Milton, Clerk.

Boyer: 12 added by baptism since last
reported; 1 cut off; 11 children blessed.
J. R. Rudd, Pres., J. Rounds, Clerk. )

Bigler’s Grove: 25 added by baptism
since last reported. B. Percel, Pres., O.
McHenry, Clerk.

REPORTS OF ELDERS.
Bro. Hugh Lytle said he had visited Ne-
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braska, and southwestern Iowa, and had
visited a company of Brighamites, and suc-
ceeded in convincincing 13 of them that
Brigham is an usurper, and that the church
under his leadership is in total apostacy,
Held one discussion on the divine authen-
icity of the B. of M. and the B. of C. He
had not traveled much in the northern part
of his distriet. He found the work pro-
gressing generally, and prejudice fast give
ing way.

Bro. Wheeler Baldwin stated that his
labors had been confined mostly tohis own
distriect. Hig district includes the counties
of Mills, Fremont, Taylor, and Page, and ag
he is much advanced in age, he has been
scarcely able in s own. district to do the
causejustice, althoughhe has preached every
Sunday except four in the year, and circum-
stances beyond his control prevented -him
from preaching on those days. Hehad at-
tended six two days’ meetings, and in some
of them he was the only speaker present.
He had baptized none himself, for the sim-
ple reason that he had rolled that labor off
on the shoulders of younger men. He had
good attention whenever he had preached,
and liad many calls for preaching that he
could not respond to. He desired that a
young man should be sent to labor in hig
district.

Wilson Sellers received a mission from
the semi-annual Conference two years ago,
to go into Missouri aund Nebraska, but cir-
cumstances had prevented him from report-
ingsooner. Hehad preached nearly through-
out Nebraska, and had baptized 8. He de-
sired a mission from this Conference to go
into Illinois. He intends to do some preach-
ing in Linn Co., Iowa. - He had generally
received good attention.

Bro. Geo. Outhouse received a ‘mission
from the May Conference, 1864, and went
to Wyoming, and lubored to convince some
Brighamites of the state of apostacy into
which the Brighamite church had fallen,
and succeeded in convincing a few. He had
travelled to some extent in Nebraska and
Towa, but in consequence of ill health he
returned much sooner than he designed.
He loved the work and begged the prayers
of the saints that he might be faithful in the
discharge of every known duty.

Bro. Sweet had preached every Sunday,
and often on other days. He had attended
several two days’ meetings, and had bap-
tized ten. The work is moving onward fa-
vorably. The best of feeling exists in the
different places where he had preached, He
had endeavored to do the best he could and
(God had blessed his labors, and by His
grace he is determined to continue.

Bro. J, A, McIutosh reported that he was
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appointed to preside over the region of
country known as the Galland’s Grove Dis-
trict.  He had endeavored to procure the
assistance of as many of -the elders as pos-
sible of this district, but busy times and
want of means had prevented many from
responding. He had preached on all ocea-
sions that circumstances would permit. He
had only omitted to preach three Sundays
since he had been a member of the Reor-
ganization. The prospect throughout the
district is encouraging; calls for preachmv
are made at various places, which we can-
not respond to without more laborers, He
had baptized some, simply, however, water-
ing the work that others had planted. His
heart is in the work, and by the help of God
will devote the rest of his days to the voll-
ing of it forth.

Bro. Daniel Savage veported his mission
assigned him by Bre. Lytle. Hesaid there
was a fair opening for good to be done.
Bome are enquiring for the truth asitis re-
vealed in the apostolic doctrine, in contra-
distinetion to seetarian religion. He is de-
sirous of continuing his labors, God being
his helper.

Pres. Joseph Smith reported that after
the last April Conference, he visited the
northern part of Illinoisand southern Wis-
consin.  He bapmyed several there, which
was the fruit of other men'slabor. He had
attended four Conferences, one at 8t Louis,
one at Burlington, Wis., oneat Nauvoo and
one at Batavia, The elders should endeay-
or not only to preach. in places which are
open to preaching, but should endeavor to
open new fields of labor.

A¥TERNOON SESSION.

Bro. Shaw reported that various cireum-
stances prevented him from laboring to that
extent that he had desired, but “he had
preached some in the different branches,
and among unbelievers. Among unbheliev-
ers he generally had good attention, and
good congregations, but in some cases they
were small. He'had suceeeded in removing
much bad feeling entertained against the'
church, God had however blessed him in his
Jabors, and his determination is to continue
to preach the gospel for the good of his fel-
low men, and the glory of God.

Bro. Howard Smith veported that the
mission to which he was appointed at the
Conference last May was not fulfilled, in
consequence of siekness in his family. He
intends to devote alf his time to preaching,
and to the advancement of the interest of
Zion.

Bro. Wm. H. Jordan reports that since
he last reported he has prosecuted a short
ission in Monona, Woodbury, and Ida
eounties, but found the people generally
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preparing to celebrate the glorious old 4%
of July, therefore it was hard to get up a
nmeeting. He however was received kindly
and the people seemed to manifest a con-
siderable anxiety to hear the word, He ex-
pressed a determination to discharge his
duty before God and man.

Bro. W, H. Kelly had, since last report-
ed, labored considerably in northern and
central Jowa, and southern Minnesota, and
had succeeded in opening a very encoura-
ging field of labor, which will be productive
of much good if completed.

Bro. Francis Reynolds reported that hav-
ing received no appointment to any mission
from any Conference, hie received instruc-
tion froni the President of the Western Di-
vision to go to President Joseph Smith, and
having done so, received a mission to travel
with Bro. Wm. Anderson. Bro. Anderson
had been gone a few hours on his jour-
ney from Nauvoo. Bre.Reynolds followed
and overtook him. At one place in south-
ern Jilinois, Bros. Anderson and Reynolds
found an old elder of 22 years stariding, who
had preached and convinced many souls of
the truth of the latter-day work, and the
most commendable part is, that he had done
this during the dark and cloudy day. They
expressed unbounded love for the work.
These ministrations of Bro. Green, (for that
is the eldet’'s name) were decided by the
St. Louis Conference to be valid, he having
kept the faith. All of Bro. Green’s flock
except one expressed a desire to unite with
the church in full fellowship., They organ-
ized four branches, including elder Green’s
flock. He then went to Indiana and open-
ed a very good field for labor.” He had bap-
tized but few, but is desirous of doing good
for Zion.

Bro, Davis Bays at the May Conference
received anappointment to aroving mission.
He has done all he could; and had baptized
six. Wherever he labored he found a good
spirit, and had labored wherever he could,
when he could, and as much as he conld. He
found prejudice generally giving way.

Bro. John N. Burton received an appoint-
ment of a mission in° company with Bro.
Watson. They shortly afterward separated,
and since then he had been laboring alone
in Pottawattamie; Shelby, Harrison md Ma-
nona counties, lowa and had baptized 41
since May last. - He also preached some in
Nebraska. - He expressed a determination
to do his duty.

Bro. B. V. Springer said that he wag ap-
pointed at the June Conference held in this
district, o labor in Harrison and Shelby
counties, Towa, but he bad not been able to
prosceute his mission to that extent that he
had desired.
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Bro. Watson’s report was the same ag
given at the June Couference, held in the
Galland’s Grove district, excopt that he has
baptized two since.

Bro. Thos. Dobson had preached since
dast reported in Crawford and Sac counties,
Jowa, and had baptized four. The work is
generally favorably received, and prejudice
seems to be fast giving way in the localities
in which he had labored. e designs to do
all the good he can for the cause of vighte-
ousness. o

Bro. B. W. Briggsreports that during the
Jast six months he had labored to the extent
of his ability, in various places, with good
success. His time had been principally |
gpent in Wisconsin, pabhdy and privately
discussing the hope of Israel, and the pro-
gress and triumph of the Iatt;er-day work.
Several persons bave rendered obedience
thereto, and many have acknowledged fuith
therein, He e cpressed a desire to spend
his entire energies in the rolling forth the
work for the delivery of fallen man from the
bondage of sin. He expects to hold a dis-
cussion with an Advent minister az soon as
he returns.

_Bro. Chas. Derry then reported his mis-
sion in Hngland, the generalitems of which
have been made known through the Herald
from time to time, but perbaps a brief repe-
tition of some of the items will not be amiss.

Shortly after receiving the mission he be-
gan its prosecution, siarting froim home with-
out purse or serip, but God remembered him,
and raised up friends for him, whonot only
supplied him with money, but with other
necessaries of life.  After meeting with
many incidents, he at length arrived Wt Liv-
erpool, Eng., with but a shilling or such a
matter in his pocket, and although he had
not a friend that he was aware of between
himself and the American shores, yet God |s

still was with him, and raised him vp friends
who supphed him with money and other
necessaries. His first business on arriving
at Liverpool was to introduce himself to the
Brighamite authorities, and accordingly
went to Geo. Q, Cannon, and told him tum
he was a missionary, laboring under the di-
rection of Joseph Smith, the son of the mar-
tyred prophet Joséph Smith. The reasor
he did this, was because he did not want
them to have a just cause for saying that he
had come in an underhanded way; he asked
the privilege of laying our position before
their members, but they refused, sayingthat
they knew enough about our position. He
afterwards asked the privilege of speaking
in one of their meetings, but was refused,
and was told if he did not keep silent he
would find the police upon him. Not find-
ing any particular opening he went to the
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Inext town, and went on till he arrived at
West Bromwich, where an effectual door
was opened.  ITe began then to preach, and
the work began to spread. In one Brig-
hamite xneetmv he was allowed just thrce
minutes to Speal in, and he thankfully oc-
cupied the time. A watch was held, and
\vl‘ﬂn the time expired he was called to or-
der. They attached the most odious names
to his character. He found amanlecturing
against Brighamism, and he attended one
of his lectures and bore testimony to what
he had said in relation to Brighamism, but
bore testimony to the truth of the Iatter-day.
wor rk.  He said he did not call Brighamism
Hormonisia,” and the result was a discus-
gion. He followed the lecturer till he con-
vinced him of the truth of the latter-day
work, and since Elder Derry came home the
lecturer has been baptized, although he had
gained great popularity as a lecturer. The
work in Eagland, despite all the opposition,
is progress There has been eight or ten
brapches raised up there.

Bro. Alex. 3ceCord reported his Utah
mission. - e and Bro. E. €. Briggs arrived
there, and the first thing they did wasto go
and repors-themselves $o Brigham. Hesaid
he did not fear Brigham or his emissaries,
out all he feared was his own weakness.

zham refused themthe privilege of speak-
ing in any of their places of holding publie
meetings, and accused Bro. Briges of slan~
leving him. He not only refused to let
them preach in the city, but asserted that
he would write to his bishops and counsel
them also to refuse to let them preach in
any of theirpublic meeting houses. . Atthe
first meeting, which was held at Bro. Stiles’
house, there were thirteen persons present,
and they were. well pleased with the doc-
vine preachod The work then began to
;Wmd he baptized about sixty in all
There are now about a dozen elders actively
engafzecl, all of which have been baptized
and ordained there.

Bro. John Stiles said that he presented
himseli before the congregation as a dele-
gate from Utah, When he was appointed
as a delegate, it was not known that Bro.
MeCord would return home, therefore he
had nobody to report but himself. He went
to Utah in 1852, arriving in October, . He
said it was then taught that young Joseph
Smith was the man to lead the church, bup
since Joseph did not go to “ e Slate of
Desered,” and lick the feet of Brigham, they
repudiate him. When he first went there
he saw many things that he did not like,
but felt that it was not his provinee to ques-
tion their authority. He saw in one in-
stance, a feast held by one Seth M. Blair,
to which all the rich, the noble and the
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greatwere invited tofattend; including Brig-
ham and his counsellors, and at the same
time a poor widow, (a saint,) lived within
a stone’s throw of said Blair’s house, who
was destitute of the necessaries of life, but
she was passed unnoticed, and left to suffer,
whercas the nobles were feasted on every
good thing that the country could afford.
He was cut off from their church hecause
he would not acknowledge Brigham as his
god, but was afterwards restored, they
thinking perhapsithat {such actions were
rather too strong to set well for some time
yet. He stated that some of the women
went 5o far as to call the bishops their gods.
This man-god doctrine he saysis very prev-
alent in Utah. Heatlength got some krowl-
‘edge of the Reorganization, and looked for-
ward with much interest to the time when
‘the missionaries should arrive, and by end
by the long looked for day arrived.” Eros.
MeCord and Briggs arrived, and many re-
Jjoiced at.the glad tidings. The first ““ Jo-
sephite meeting,” (as it was called) was held
in his house. He then saw the day dawn-
ing, and his heart has been made to rejoice,
and his own words are, “Dbyethren, I am
with you gsoul and body. Al that I eanco
tofurther this cause will cheerfuliy be done.”
OCT. 8TH——MORNING SESSION.

Boomer branch reported 24 members; 1

geventy, 6 clders, 2 priests, 1 dezcon. Ore
cut off since last report. J. W. Hoberts,
Pres.; Geo. Wight, Clerk.
- Bro. Wi Litz reports that at the lass
Semi-Annual Conference, he was appointed
to labor in company with Bro. A. Young,
(now deceased.) Have labored with some
success, breaking down muchprejudice. His
meetings are generally well atitended, and
by those who are out of the church as well
ag those in it. = He held a discussion with
one Wm. Danthett, at Nebraska City. Du-
ring last summer I traveled some with Bro.
Hugh Lytle. He had labored to the extent
of his ability. He represented some breth-
ren out on Blue River, but there are not
enough to organize them into a branch.

Little Sioux branch reported 144 mem-
bers; 3 seventies, 11 elders, 1 teacher, 1
deacon; 13 added by baptism, and 9 by let-
ter ; 4 died since lagt report. 8. W. Con-
dit, Pres.; R. M. Tuller, Clerk.

Resolved, That Elders Chas. Derry, Riley
W. Briggs and Wm. H. Kelly, be sent, and
are authorized by this Conference, to visit
the Council Bluff branch, take all the evi-
dence in-writing in relatiou to-the case in
that branch, in which the minority were cut
off for voting in the minority, and report at
the next General Conference.

Lesolved; That Bro, James Anderson be
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ordained a Higl Priest, and Bishop for the
St. Louis Conference.”

He was ordained to that office by Pres.
Joseph Smith and Hugh Lytle.

Bro. Levi Wilson then reported his mis-
slon.  He said he had, to the best of his
ability performed his duty, though in weak-
ness. He had received a mission from Bro,
W. 'W. Blair, to go into Davis Co., Towa,
and he and Bro. Alfred Jackson had fulfill-
ed it, but bad not baptized any. In the re-
gion of Davis Go., he left many believing in
the work. A good work is begun if it is
only carried out.

Bro. Condit said that be was appointed
to preside over Harrison and Monona coun-
ties, Towa, and had endeavored by God's
help to cischarge that duty. He had bap-
tized but few, and had not labored to the
extent he should like to have'done, He has
labored some in Nebraska with good effect.

Bro. Lehi Bllison 8aid he had labored in
Benton and Linn counties, Towa, but did
net labor 8o much in the ministry as he
could have done.  He felt that when elders
went topreach the gospel they should preach
it, and 1.0t do so much physical labor. He
had opened 2 good field for labor.

FResolved, That Bro. J. W. Briggsbe per-
mitted to return from Europe.

Pres. Joseph Smith then gave a short ex-
hortation, in substance as follows: declar-
ing no distinction of political views or of
nationality, should be recognized by the
saints of Grod while in the discharge of their,
duties. We should all be willing to extend:
to mankind the right of liberty of ¢onscience
and the pursuit of happiness; and we should,
also attribute honesty of purpose to sincer- .
ity of motive, inasmuach. as we expect the
same extendet] to ourselves: In all our pub-
lic discussions, & spirit of magnanimity and
freedom -shonld characterize our doings,
never giving way to our feelings, even when
met with vituperation and abuse.

He recommended that each Conference
district appoint a clerk, whose duty it shall
be to record the minutes of each Confer-
cnee, and that the several branches report
to the District Conferences instead of to the
General Conferences, and that the Digtrict
Conferences report to the General Confer-
ence, by delegates or otherwise. By this
means it is hoped a uniformity of action
will be secured.

‘When teachers visit branches they should
also call and inguire into the spiritual con-
dition of their presiding officers, as well as
others, that presiding elders should honor
teachers in the discharge of their official
duties, from the fact that teachers have a
right, and it is their duty to visit all mem-
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bers of the branch, from a lay member to
the First Presidency.

When elders baptize those who carnnot
be connected with any branch, or in other
words, those too distant to become connec-
ted with any branch, they should give mem-
bers thus situated a certificate of baptism,
which when such members present them-
selves for admission into a branch, they
should present an evidence of their baptism.

Hesolved, That Dexter P. Hartwell be sent
to labor in Bro. Baldwin’s district.

AFTERNOON SESSION-——APPOINTMENTS.

Resolved, ThatBros.J. M. Scott, Davis H.
Bays and Geo. Outhouse, be sent to Kansas.

Besolved, That Bro. Lehi Yokum also be
sent to Kansas.

Zeesolved, That Bros. B. V. Springer and
Lehi Ellison be sent to Indiana, and report
themselves to Bro. W. W. Blair.

APPOINT¥ENT OF CONFERENCES,

Resolved, That the next Annual Confer-
ence be held at Amboy, Lee Co., IlL, com-
mencing April 6, 1865, and that the next
Semi-Annual Conference be held in the
North Star branch, near Council Bluffy,
Pottawattamie county, Iowa, commencing
October 6, 1865.

On this evening the following persons
were baptized by Pres, Joseph Smith: T,
C. Dobson, M. V. B. Hale, Whymarion
Wight, Ester Jane Hough, Katharine But-
ler, David Jones, and Alice Halliday.

Galland’s Grove branch reported 12 ad-
ded by baptism, 4 by vote, and 8 by letter
since Jast reported.

OCT. JTH-—MORNING SESSION.
The confirmation of those baptized on

" the previous evening was attended to. Bro,

David Jones. was-simply re-baptized, and
the office of an elder of the quorum of sev-
enty was re-confirmed upon bim.

After the administration of the sacra-
ment, Pres. Joseph Smith addressed the
Conference from 1 Chron. 23: 83.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Elder Chas. Derry addressed the congre-
gation. Some candidates presenting them-
selves for baptism during Elder Derry’s dis-
course, Bro. Eli Clothier was appointed to
atlend to them, who baptized the following
persons: John Rose, Samuel 8cofield, and
Margaret C. Spear.

The following remarks of Pres. Joseph
Smith (in substance) may not bie unaccep-
table to the saints: The question is often
asked, Who shall gain an inheritance in
Zion? And who shall receive the welcome
plaundit, ¢ well done thou good and faithful
servant, enter into thy rest”? 7The Psalm-
ist plainly says, it is he who taketh not up
a reproach against his neighbor; and the
apostle Paul furnishes a gospel square, clear-

CONFERENCE,

ly revealing the fruit of the Spirit, and the
fruit of the flesh. The followers of the lust
of the flesh shall not enter into the king-
dom of God. Men may revile at pleasure,
but I have no disposition to adopt the same
vile and unscriptural course, knowing as-
suredly by the words of the Psalmist, that
he who taketh up a reproach against anoth-
er, who is either dead or living, shafl not
chwell in the tabernacle of the Lord. My course’
has been, and shall be in future, by the help
of God, to discharge my own duty, as mark-
ed out by Him who ruleth above, faithfully
discharging my own duty and calling, re-
gardless of the claims and pretensions of
others, let these claims and pretensions be
more or less, great or small, made when, or
where, or by whom. He bidall a God speed
who work for the good of man, and the
glory of God.

Bro. SurEx :—Gratitude to God and love
to His saints, will not permit us to close
these minutes, without bearing our testi-
mony that the Spirit of God was truly with- -
us, guiding and directing us in all our de-
liberations.  An unusual degree of solem-
nity.and union pervaded the-entire assem-
bly, who had thus convened froni miles dis-
tant, including those of various nations and
tongues, all of whom breathed a spirit of
love toward God, and charity toward the
workmanship of His hands, and in spirit re-
echoed the anthems of the redeemed,; “ glo-
ry to Godgpeace on earth, and good will to
men.” We also rejoice that'we are able to
record the fact that the fruits of the Utah
mission were apparent. -Many who had
through its means escaped the thraldom of
that Jand, were in attendance, whese hearts
were filled with gratitude to God, who had
shielded them from the dangers of the dreary
plains, and the still greater dangers of the
despotism which swayed its seeptre over
them—swayed by the tyrant to whom they
blindly lent themselves servants. The gifts
and blessings of the gospel-were enjoyed in
a small degree, administering. comfort and
encouragement to the people of God, who,
despite the philosophy of the age, believe
that “He is, and that He is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek Him.” The preach-
ing and exhortations of our President, and
others, were highly instructive, plainly de-
claring the counsels of God relative to the
gospel of peace, and the general character-
istics of the dispensation of the fulness of
times. God favored us with the finest of
weathier for the season, although rain had
fallen for the last two or three days previ-
ous, nearly continually.

JOSEPH SMITH, PReRIDENT.
Narrax LINDspy, .
R. W, Brices. } Clerks.
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