
122 ANlif"GAL CO::SFERENCE. 

Seizes th<.>, helm to guide the ship nright, 
Antl pr~ys to God i'or wisdom, str~ngth 

and light. 
Gre~t God! In his behalf I breathe 

this prayer, 
Keep him continually beneath thy care, 
Shield him from darkness, and from de-

mons art, 
And b:;nish every idol from his heart, 
Give him thy Spirit e\•cry clay and hour, 
Clothe him with wisdom, humble faith 

and power. 
Redeem thy heritage from guilt and blood 
And show the natioHs that thou still art 

God. 
Rebuild thy church and hasten on its prime 
:l\lore glorious now than at the former 

time. 
Let him now a·t the helm, and those on 

deck, 
Repair the ship and save her from the 

wreck, 
Learn wisdom from the sufferings they 

endur-e, 
And make their calling and election sure, 
A voice of warning from her ruins cry, 
Hold fast the faith, or else despair and 

die. 
A voice comes sadly from the apostate 

bride, 
Telling of ambition, and beware of pride, 
A voice from earth, en crimsoned with the 

hlo~ , · 
Of martyrs wakes the judgments of our 

God. 
A voice of mercy cometh from above, 
And sweetly breathes of onr ltedeemer's 

love, 
All voices from the earth, the sea, the air, 
Bid us to meet the King of kings prepare, 
All voices sweetly blend in earth and 

heaven, 
Tell us the earth shall rest and be for-

given. 

Annual Conference. 
Min,tes of the Annual Conference of the 

Ghw·ch of J. G. of L. D. S. held i.n Plct"ar>, 
Kendall Go., Ill., Ap1·il 6-13, 1866. 
Conference org~tnized by calling Pres-

idents Joseph Smith and Wm. Marks to 
preside. J. W. Gillen and Isaac Sheen 
clerks. 

The President set forth with great 
brevity the business of the Conference, 
exhorting all to manifest a spirit of love, 
meekness and forbearance, one towards 
another, 1·equesting those giving in re-

ports, to do so with brevity, and all mat­
ter brought before the Conference should 
be in the form of a resolution. 

Resolved, That tl1e chair appoint a com­
mittee to examine the minutes of the 
t!Jree preceeding conferences, and report 
to this Conference . 

. J. W. Briggs, S. W. Condit and Loren 
Babbitt were appointed said committee. 

Reports of Districts were called for, 
w!Jen the following Presid-ents reported : 
Z. H. Gurley of the Illinois District,, 
James Blakeslee of the Michigan and In­
diana District, Josiah Ells of the West 
Virginia District. 

The President then read a letter from 
13ro. John Landers. 

Adjourned until 1 o'clock P. M. 
AFTEllNOOX SESSION. 

Conference met pursuant to adjourn­
nlent.. 

The repres.entation present w:ts nB fol­
fows:-First Presidency 2, Apostles H, 
High Priests 10, Seventies G, Elders 21, 
Priests G, Teachers 4. 

'!.'here being bnt 6 of the High Coun­
cil present, it became necessary for 2 to 
be ordained to that office to fill the va­
cancy caused by the death of B1'os. An­
drew G. Jackson and Calvin Bebee. The 
President read a portion of Sec. \J\l 13. of 
D. C. 

Resol11ed, That this body now assembled, 
is a body of spiritual authorities within 
the purview of the law found in the ·5th 
paragr>tph of Sec. 99 of B. of C. 

'l'he nomination of persons to fill• the 
vacttncies to be made on the mor.ning of 
the 7th. 

llEPORTS CONTINUED. 

Samuel Powers and Reuben Newkirk, 
of the Minnesota and Wisconsin District,• 
Charles Derry of the Western Iowa Dis­
trict., .T. W. Briggs of the European Mis­
sion, reported. 

Adjoumed until9 o'clock in the morning; 
MORNING SESSION, APRIL 9. 

The P1·esident said that on examin!\tion, 
he found that it was impossible to make 
the appointment to fill vacancies in the 
High C<;mncil this moming, as there are 
hut four high priests present. 'l.'hree of 
them belong to the Bishopric, and one is 
president of the High Pri<:>sts' Quorrim. 

Re-•olved, 'l'hat the appointment be de­
ferred, subject to call. 

:K C. Briggs reported. 
Adjourned to 1 o' clock, P. M. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

·conference met pursuant to adjournment. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org

Owner
Typewritten Text
[from The True Latter Day Saints' Herald vol. 9 no. 8]



ANNUAL CONFEIUlNCE. 123 

The following President~ of Districts re-~ :.ron~r:sG sEssro:. Tt'ESDAY Al'l!IL 10. 
ported: E. C. Briggs, L. \V. Babbitt, Geo. Conference met ptu·snant to ndjournment. 
i\Iorev, Alex. II. Smith. Resolved 'l'hat Lucian B. Richmond be 

The following elders also reported : W. ordained a;, elder in the Quorum of Seventy. 
Sellers, A.M. Wilsey, J. S. Adams. The Committee on Conference Minutes 

Resolved, That Sunday be devoted to submitted the Colin wing rep<H"t: 
preaching. . . \\" e, the undersigned, your Comittee to 

Resolved, That the orgamzatwn of the, whom was rcfert·ed the minutes of the last 
High Council be the first bussiness in or· I General Conferences, submit the following 
der for ~Ionday. . . report: 

Resolved, That _the Co.nference adjourn I On tlte 125th page of the Tlerdld; vol. 7, 
until 7 o'clock tlus gvemng. No. 8, 'l'. \VilJi,uuson should have been 

Sunrlav, April 8, was devoted to pre~ch- named President of the Pittsfield Branch 
ing, adjo;,rning from time to time, until instead of L. Babbitt, who was Pt·esident 
.Monday, April 9. of tl~at Dist!'iet. Abo, on the same page, 

MORNI~G SESSION, MONilAY
1 

APRIL 9. in the fourth resolution where the Word 
The following named brethren, by the Pastor<ttc occurs, t·eferring to a dist.rict of 

-voice of the Conference, wet·e ordained country, your Committee recommend the 
1dgh priests: Hiel Hr~nsott, Eben~zer R~b erasing the smne, as well as the word Pa"­
"inson, LQren \V. B~tbbttt, Jesse Prtce, Pllllo tor in connection with districts and pre"i­
Howard, S. \V. Condit, G. A. Blakesley, dents of distl'icts, in -saiJ minutes, as we 
.J oseoh Parso!ls, Ahira Jones. find the wol'ds p•tstor and pastomte ·m re-

TI~e President nominated Hiel Bronson late to a flock and the teacher of a !lock, 
and .Jesse Price to fill the vacitncy iu the not a country or district, or preside!lt of a. 

db h 1 .., 1 eountr·v or district. 
High Conncil Cituse· y t ec eath of Ca- AdJ'~urned till 1 P. 1\L 
vin Beebe and At>drew G. Jackson. 

Resolved, That Hiel Bronson. be appoint­
ed to fill the vacancy in the High Coun­
cil, caused by the death of Calvin Beebe. 

Resolved, That Jesse Price be ·appoint­
ed to fill the vacancy in the High Coun­
cil, ettnsed by the death of Andrew G. 
Jackson. 

Bros. I. Sheen and Andrew Cairns vo­
ting in the neg:ttive, aml requesting the 
recording of their votes. 

They wer,.~ ordained under the hands 
of J. W. Bri'ggs, Jas. Blakeslee and J. 
Ells. 

Elder C. G. Lamphear reported. 
Adjourned until 1 1'. i\I. 
,J. D. Bennett rep;:,rted. 
Rewlved, That .J. W. Gillen be appoin-

ed a mission to Ut>th. 
Resolved, That Wilson Sellers be ap­

pointed a mission to Southern Nebraska 
and Northern Kans!ts. 

Resolved, That J. C. Crabb and J. B. 
Lytle be associated in a mission to In­
di>Lnlt. 

Re.wlveJ, That J. B. Lytle be ordained 
to the office of an elder. 

Ordination by J. W. Briggs and J. Ells. 
Resolved. 'I' hat Wm. Anderson and Geo. 

Hatt be associated in a mission to Eng­
land. 

Resolved, That T. W. Smith be associated 
with· H. P. Brown for a season. 

Resolved, Th~tt T. W. Stnith be ordained 
to the Quor!lm of Seventy. Ordained by 
J. W. Briggs and Z. H. Gurley. 

Adjourned to 7· o'clock. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

~{et pursuant to adjournment. 
Resolved, That the suhject of the New 

'£ransladon of the Bible be now con~idered. 
Resolved, That the church ought, asspeed­

Jly as po5Sible, to publish the translation of 
the 8criptures made bv Joseph Smith. 

Re.•olved, '£hat the time has arrived for 
the church to publish the New Translation 
immediately. . 

Res0/ved, That the chnr~h take immedi­
ate measmes to release the hands of the 
Twelve, that they may carry the gospel to 
the natiotis of the earth.· 

Resol!!ed, That the Bishops be instructed 
to collect means for t.h~t purpose. 

Resolved, 'I' hat any member oftbis church 
having been lawfully married, and having 
put away their companions lor any other 
cause than for the cause of fornication, is 
unworthy of the fellowship of the saints of 
God ; and that the church be very careful, 
with all inquiry, that they receiv!J none in­
to the church who have put away their 
cotn.panions for adultery, they themselves 
being the offenders. · · 

Resolved, That in view of the demand 
of the work' in Utah, it ie rleemed advi~able 
that, as tcl.r as practicable, the saints in 
that region remain fot· the present. 

Minutes of the High Council were here 
reported. (See report.) 

Re.solved, That the subject of missions 
be the first bussiness in order for the rilOrn­
ing of the lOth. 

Resohoed, That the elde"rs be requested, 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



A.~N'G AI .. COXFBRE.NCE. 

thrnugh the IleraiJ, to report themselves 
in person at the next Annual Conference, 
for the purpose of Ot'gl\nizing their quorum. 

Resolved, rrhat ever.v branch which has 
not reported a col'l'ect list ot' the names 
official and non-official members, arc hereby 
requested to send such list as soon as possi­
ble to th~ Gener;d Church Recorder. 

Resolved, That Hiram P. Brown be ur­
~l"ined to the offiice of an high priest. 

Resolved, That J. liT. Bri2;gs be instruct­
·ed to ordain him to that of!ice. 

Re.,olved, 'rhat H. S. Dille be orda.incd to 
the oflice of an elder. 

Resolved, 'l'h:>t the Semi-Annual Coafer­
·ence be held at Council Bluffs City, or its 
'vicini tv. 

Adj(mmed nntil 7! P. 1\L 
}[e, pnronant to adjournment. Preach­

ing by S. Powers. Adjoumed till April 
11, 9 o'clock A. M. 

l!OmiiNG SESSION. 

Appointment of missions deferred. 
Resolved, 'rhat Geo. Hatt be ordained 

tto the office of a seven tv. 
Resolved, That J no. B. Lytle be ordained 

.to the quorum of sev.enty. 
Resolved, 1'hat Thos. Standeven be or­

~a.ined an elder. 
Resolv~d, That Thos. Standeven be asso­

.ciated with Geo. Hatt in his mission to 

.En~land. · 
Resolved, That Ebenezer Barnum be ot·­

.·dained to the office of priest. 
J. W. Briggs, E. C. Briggs, and S. Pow' 

.ers, ordained the fore-named persons to 
the offices named. 

Resobwl, That the seventy be instructed, 
through the Ilaald, to report themselves 
iin person at the next Annual Conference fot· 
the purpose of organizing the quorum. 

Report of Bishop Rogers: I desire that 
all should know how much money I have 
received, and the use that I have made 
it. I desire to make an exhibit of the 
:!!arne through the Herqlrf;. I desire be­
fore the close of the Conference to choose 
mv Counselors. Mv selections are 1-Vi!li,un 
.Aidtich and 'Philo How a rd. 

Resolved, That W m. Aldrich, be appoint­
>lld Counselor to the Bishop. 

Resolved, That Philo Howard be appoint­
ed Counselor to the Bishop. 

Conference adjourned anti! 1 P. M. 
AFTERNOON SESSION. 

L. B. Richmond was ordained nuder the 
hands of Z. H. Gurley and Josiah Ells to 
the offiice of seven t.v. 

Resol11ed, That our thanks are hereby re­
turned to the School Directors of the town 
of 'Plano, for the gratuitous use of this hall 
for Conference. 

Resolved, Thf!t this Conference return• 
their tlt<tnks to such citizens of Plano, as; 
lwve kintlly thrown open their doors, and­
extended their hospitalities to us during 
this Confierence. 

Re.,olved, That the thanks of the Confer-c 
encc are due, and are hereby extended to· 
the committee heretofore attending to the 
fires, lights, &e. 

Al;"l'F:RNOON SF;SSIOX. 

Resolved, That the relief of the poor of 
the church, be more prominently brought 
before the church by Apostles, Higil 
Priest.s, Presiding Elde1·s, Elders, Priests, 
Te11chers and Deacons. 

While we deeply deplore the grea.t 
:>postucy and turning the truth iuto las­
civiousness, which hn.s occurred in the 
Church of Christ in years gone by, re­
sulting in the organization of numerous 
factions nnd schisms, yet we cannot sh11t 
our eyes to the grfiat truth that the priest­
hood which was conferred by the ministry 
of the angel of God, upon the head of our 
martyred prophet., .Joseph Smith, and Oli­
ver Cowdery, in May A. D. 1829, when 
he said, "upon you my fellow servant~, 
in the nnme of Messiah I confer this 
priesthood, which shnllremnin on earth 
that the sons of Levi may yet offer 
an offering to the Lord in righteousness," 
still remains, and has continued to re­
main fx·om that day to this. Therefore 
we believe it to be our duty, as illldi­
viduals having received that priest­
hood, to huut up and minister to the 
spirtual wants of the scatte.re(l sheep of 
the house of lsl'ael, those ·{vho m<J.nif'est 
by the it' fl'uits that. they have received of' 
the Spirit of God and have maintained 
their integrity before Him, therefore 

Re.,olved, That we recognize no other 
rnle by which to test the validity of the 
baptism of persons who h><ve embraced 
the gospel, except the fruit >md manifes­
tation of the Spirit. Therefore, the ques­
tion of re-baptism is a matter of con­
science . 

Resol?Jed Further, That a connection 
with those factions during the dark and 
cloudy day, does not necessarily invali­
date the priesthood; holding as we do, 
that those factions could neith'Cr con.fer· 
nor take away the priesthood; 

Resolved, 'l'hat baptisms administered 
by elders without going down into the 
wnter, as the law directs, are null and 
void. Also, that members disfellowship­
ed by a branch, or other legal authorities, 
shall make reconciliation to- said branch,, 
or legal authorities, before ~eing re-ad-­
mitted into the church. 
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R<<olved, 'That N&ncy Seward be re­
-ceived into the church on her original 
baptism. ' 

RcsolvcJ, That Anna Simmons rmd Ed­
win Chnpin, be received on their origin&\ 
;baptisms. . 

Resolved, That the ordination of an High 
Priest by the direction of a District Con­
ference is null and void. 

Resolved, That the above resolution be 
<iefcrred. 

Re . .alvcd, That the question deferred be 
·callecl up at the clirection of the Presi­
·dent. 

Adjonmed until 7:J- thi~ evening. 
Convened pursuant to adjournment for 

:preaching. 
Adjourned until April 12, at 9 A."M. 

~IOltXIlW SJ<~RSION. 

Conference met pursuant to adjourn­
ment. 

Resol1•ed, Thr.t .J. C. Williams and Orrin 
Entts be appointed a mission to Virginia 
.ancl Tennessee. 

The Quorum of First Presidencv. in 
view of the somewhntdistmcted and,dis­

,jointed state of the church in the U ni­
ted States, feel impressed to appoint the 
'following missions : 

Zenos II. Gurley to travel in Illinois 
antl l\Iissonri, as the Spil'it may direct, 

,gtrengthening and confirming the chnrch­
,es. 

Samuel Powers .and James Blakeslee, 
to travel in Wisconsin, Michigan, Indi­
:ana and Ohio, ns the Spirit mny direct, 
:strengthening and eon·firming the churches. 

C. Derry and It. Newkirk, to travel in 
Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas ancl Minnesota. 
'as the Spirit may direct, strengthening 
'and confirming the churches. 

John Shippy to travel in Canada, New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, as the Spirit 
may direct, strengthening and confirming 
the churches. 

Wm. W. Blair and K C. Briggs, to 
travel in the Eastern States, as the Spirit 
may direct, strengthening and confirming 
the. churches. 

inil considering that the European 
Mission is of great importance, and should 
at once be entered upon, if possibl1l, Jason 
W. Briggs and Josiah Ells are appoint­
oed to that mission, and that in these mis­
sions, new fields of labor nre to be open­
,ed, and churches org~nized, as the Spirit 
may from time to time direct. 

Resolved, 'rhat these appointments made 
by the Presidency be sustained by the 
Conference. 

Resolved, '!.'hat the appointment of J. W. 
Gillen be rcconsiderecL 

Upon sneh reconsideration 
Resolued, That the appointment of J.;W., 

Gillen to Utah be sustained. 
Resolved, '!'hat the }'residents of mis-, 

sions and of districts and branches, are' 
hereby authorized to solicit subscriptions 
and donations, for the publishing of the 
New 'l'ransln,tion of the Scriptures made· 
by .Joseph Smith, and forward the same' 
to the Bishop, and it is agreed that each 
person subscribing for this object, shall 
receive one copy at cost. 

Re.,olved, Th11t Wm. J\111rks, I. L. Rogers, 
and. W. W. Blair be appointed a commit­
tee. to confer wit:h Sistei· Emma Bidamon, 
respecting the relinquishment of the man-· 
uscripts of the New Translation of the 
Seriptures, for the purpose of publishing 
the same to the church and to the world, 
and that saici committee be empowered. 
to enter into and fulfill the contract for· 
the same. 

Resolved, That the Manuscri,pt of the 
Scriptures, be engrossed, and the engross-· 
ed copy be put into the hands of the. prin­
ter, with a view to the preservation of 
the original copy. 

Resolved, 'l'h:1t PresidentJ, Smith, I. L. 
Rogers and Ebenezer Robinson, be ap­
pointed "'committee to publish the New 
•rranslation, and that they lnay be em­
powered to act in the name ofthe church, 
to take all necessary steps to secure its 
speedy completion. · 

.Resolved, That a mission be appointed 
to California, and that two, O'r more mis­
sionaries be sent there. 

Resolved, Thnt the California Mission 
comprise tlie St:ttes of Nevada, Califor­
nia ancl Oregon, and the Territory of 
Washington. 

R£solved, '!'hat Alexander H. Smith be 
appointed to take charge of the Califor­
nia Mission . 

.Resolved, That Alex. H. Smith be em-, 
powered to choose fellow labo1·ers. 

Resolved, That the brethren, so chosen 
shall be considered as appointed by this 
Conference, and that this appointment be 
published in. the Herald . 

.Resolved, 'l'hat we reconsider the resoln­
don whereby Wm. Anderson was appoin­
ed on a mission to England. 

The mover of the resolution appointing 
such mission withdrew it. 

The persons chosen by Alex. H. Smith 
to accompany him, are Wm. Anderson 
and Wm. H. Kelley. 

Resolved, '!'hat R. H. Attwoo-d be asso­
ciated with E. C. Briggs in the mission 
to the Eastern 'States. 

Resolved, That the privilege given to tho 
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California mission•wy in the selection of! dents of the Chnrche3 of Fox River and 
his associates to that mission, be extend-~ Plano, take the matter under advisement, 
ed to ali missions of like character. nnd if found expedient, measures shall be 

R.sol11ed, That the committee nn,med aR taken to accomplish the erection of such 
the Public<ttion Committee of the New I building-. 
'l'ranslation, employ no person in writing, Resolved, That we now proceed to the 
re-writing, proof reading, &c. who is not I reading of the Minute& of the Confereuce. 
in the faith of the truth of the L11tter-Day 1 Rego/ved, That the corrections proposed 
work. and favors the coming forth of said I by the Committee-on Conference Minutes 
translation. , I be made. 

Resolved, 'l'bat Elder Thomas Job ofl Resolved, 'l'hat the resolution of this 
Utah, be appointe.d to preside over that 

1 

Conference which says, "Resob!ed, mem-
mission, including Utah and Idaho. hers disfellowshipecl;" &c, be reconsid-

Adjourned until 1 o'clock P. M. I ererl. 
AFTERNOON sEssioN. · R,,,olved, That. the words "as far as 

, • . . 1 practiCable" be Inserted after the words 
R_esolved, That _t!:e appo1ntm~nt o_f_II. ?·I ".shall.make, and before the word" rec­

'Vlutlock as Pres1dmg Elder of Cal!forma, oncil'· tio " 
~ade by the P:esident o~ the Cl~urch, sub- 'Re.~~~~eJ:·That the words" !mel middle,'' 
Ject to the vmce of th1s Confe;ence be 

1 

be inserted after the W'orcl "Eastern "in 
sanctwned. · ' ' R 1 d Tl t tl . t t f the vote on t.he appomtment of /f. W. 

eso ve ., 111 • •1e appm~ men . 0 I Blair to his mission. 
J. H. Lake to pres1de m the Smng Prame R z d Tb t H G Wb'tl k b 
D' t · t d b z H G 1 b' t t .eso ve , a . • 1 oc e con-

18 rl~ • ma e. Y · • Ul' ey, su Je.c 0 tinued in the presidency of the California 
the vo1ce of tins Conference, be sustallled. . . . . . · 

R 1.wlved, That Elijah Banta labor in con- D1st~·1ct until the _arnval of h1s successor. 
junction with w. w·. Blair. Resolved, T?at m subseq~ent conferen-

Resolved, That Jesse L. Adams labor in ces the. readmg of the mm~te~ of the 
~orthern Indiana in counection with C. preceedmg day be the firs~ thm[\' m order. 
G. Lamphere. ' Resolved, That the foregomg mmutes t:~Je 

Resolved, That Gordon Duel be a~sociated approved. . . . . 
with Wilson Sellers, to labor in Nebraska Re~olved, Thatm pubi1slnngt~emmutes 
and Nol·thern Kansas. of tlns Conferen.ce, that the. ed1tOT of the 

Resolved, That the President do have Herald, be permitted to abndge them as 
full editoriot!' control of the Herald, and all he shall cho,os~. 
matter published th"rein. Resolved, Th~t we do now adjourn to 

Resolved, 'l'hat Alexander· H. Smith be meet October 6th, 1866. 
ordained a high pl'iest. 

A. H. Smith was ordained under 
hands of Joseph Smith a!Jd Jason 
Briggs to the office of high priest. 

the Minute§ of tile High Connell. 
w. 

The President called np the question 
that was deferred subject to his call, touch· 
ing the ordination of high priests by dis­
trict conf~renccs. 

Resolved, That the ordination of an high 
priest by the direction of a District Confet·­
ence is null and void. 

Bros. ,J. W. Briggs and J. Blakeslee vo· 
ting in the negative, and requesting their 
votes recorded. 

ltiotiorl to adjourn till 9 o'clock to·mor· 
row morning. 

MORNING SESRION. 

Conference met pUl'Sllimt to adjourn­
ment. 

\VHEREAS, the citizens of Plano have ex 
pressed a desire that the church should 
erect a building for chm•ch purposes in 
said town, and will aid such an enterprise 
by liberal subscriptions. Therefore 

Resolved, That the President and Bishop 
of the church, in connection with the Preei· 

The High Council of the Church ef Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, met at the 
house of President ,JOSEPH s~IITI~, in Plano, 
Kendall Co., Illi!!ois, on the 9<th day of 
April, 1866. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

JosEPH SMITH, President. 
MEYBERS Ol' THE HIGH COUNCil,: 

W m. Aldrich, John C. Gavlord, Jacob 
Doan, George Morey, 0. P. -Dunham, Win· 
throp H. Blair, and Hiel Bronson. 

'!'he following High Priests were cho~en 
t0 act in the places of Edwin Cadwell, Zc­
nos Whitcomb, Lyman Hewitt, Dwight 
Webster; and Jessee Price, who were ab­
sent, to wit: Lorin Babbitt, Joseph Par· 
sons, Silas W. Condit, Geo. A. Blakeslee, 
and Eben~zer Robinson. 

Opened by prayer by the President. 
E. Robinson was chosen Cle·rk. 
The President made a statement that the 

first business to be presented, was an ap­
peal made by Cornelius Bagnall, Wm. Pot-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



MISCELLANEOUS. 127 

ter, E. C. Bran•l, Hcnrv Rollinson, Miriam 
Brand, Jnlia Marvin, Geo. \Y. Oman, Geo. 
C. Millgate, and other~, from the 6th of 
April Conference of 11365, held in San Fmn· 
cisco, California. 

Clerk read appeal from above parties. 
Pt·e~ident read pmceedings of a Court 

Elders, held at Sacr,unento, C,.J., Dec. 20 
and 21, 1864, and also commenced reading 
J.lirtnte~ of a Semi-Annual Conference, held 
at SILn Francisco, Cal., Apt·il 6, 1865. 

Voted to adjoum until 7 o'clock P. :\!, 

Clo:~ed by pmyer by the President. 
'7 o'cLOCK P. M.-Council convened, and 

opened by prayer by the President. 
Voted unanimously th~Lt the President 

continue reading said minutes, which was 
done. After remarks bv several mem bcrs, 

Voted co adjourn until to·morrow morn· 
· ing at 7:} o' clock. 

Ar•mr. 10. MORNING SESSION.-Council 
opened by prayer b.v Bro. L. Babbitt. 

Voted unanimously, that the Council pro­
eeed with the examination of the papers 
pertaining to the appeal. 

Clerk read extensivelv from Minute~ 
Conference at San :Fr~neisco, and other 
papers. 

After a frill and free discussion of the 
whole subject, as appearing before the 
Council, the President made >he following 
deci8ion: 

That this High Council sanction the ac­
tion of the Conference held in San Fmncis· 
co, California, April 6, 1865, in withdraw­
ing the hand of fellowship from the foilow· 
ing named persons, to wit: 

Cornelius Ba!?,'nnll, Wm. Potter, Edmund 
C. Brand, Henr.v Robinson, Miriam Br.tnd 
·and Julia Marvin, also in suspending Geo. 
W. Oman and George C. Millg>Lte, 

On motion it was voted wwnimonsly to 
sanction the decision of the Pi·esidcnt. 

Inasmuch as the full and c:treful exfimina· 
tion of the foregoing appeal had also nec­
essarilv included an examination of the 
case oi· Elder George P. Dykes, 

On motion, voted unanimously, th11t the 
action of the Conference held at San Ji'ran­
cisco, California> April 6, 1865, in sustain· 
ing the action of the Court of Elders in the 
case of Elder George P. Dykes, be sane· 
tioned by this High Council. 

ON MOTION, Voted, That this High Council 
recommend that in all cases wheee persons 
are cited to trial, in this church, that the 
charges shall be specified in writin,p, at the 
tiine of citation. 

Voted, That the proceedings of this Coun-
cil be published in the Heral(l. . 
JAcon DoAN, JosEPH PARSONS, 

' G. A. BLAKSLEE, HIEL BRONSON, 
o. P. DUNHA)!, JOHN c. G.iYLORD, 

GEoRGE ~foREY, LoREN BATIDITT, 
S. W. CoxniT, W. ll. BLAIR, 
E. Ronr:-~so:<, \VII. A1.nnrcrr. 

JOSEPH SliiTU, PREsT. o~· CouNcrr.. 
E. ItoiHXSO~, Cle1·k. 

Poiy~aliny AU.adH~d in its 
§tt·on~hold. 

[Correspondence of t.he Oshkosh (Wis.) 
Noeth Western. J · 
SALT LAKE CITY, Feb. 26. 

One ye11r ago the banner of religions 
freedom was unfurled in Utah and the 
"IG en tiles" of this city are now permit­
ted unmolested to assemble together for 
Jivine woi·ship. Every Sabbath, servi£e 
is held in Independence )Iall, and our 
pastor, the P,ev. N. McLeod, who is a bold 
and fe<J.rless man,_ preaching the word of 
God in the morning and evening. He 
bas now commenced a series of lectures 
on the vices of Polygamy. On the occa­
sion of these lectures the hall is crowded 
both with Mormons and "Gentiles." 
Every observer can easily understand 
now that the power of the Mormon liier­
archy bas passed its zenith and is now 
slowly but snrely declining. 'l'he dark 
principles upon which is built the founda­
t.ion of Mormon religion are fast melting 
away in the light of truth, as knowledge 
and civilization a.dvances in Utah. '!'he 
blind deluded victims of the One Man 
Power are b,wing their eyes opened now 
to the deception tbeit" leaders have praa­
ticed upon them, and one by one t!Je fair­
est and most intelligent of their daugh­
ters have abandoned the church of Lat­
ter-Day saints and come over to the" Gen­
tile" party. Even in the face of these 
glaring proofs of the decny of his empire 
in the hearts of his peop1e, the fnlse l'ro­
phet l3righ>Lm employs threats, entrenties 
and commands to inveigle his reluctant 
followers int.o polygamy It would seem 
that., believing his own desperate sit.ull­
tion and the consequences of his dark 
crtreer of crime when the hand of just.ice 
shall be laid npon him, he has determined 
to involve others in the same mighty ruin 
with himself. Nor will there be proofs 
Jacking to condemn him when his day 
of trial comes. 'l'he Mountain Meadow 
massacre, that dark page of crime in the 
annals of Utah's history, is one fearful 
evidence of the secret power and atroci­
ty of the D>mite Band of t.his city of which 
Brigham Young was the grand mnster, 

Judge Titan, from this city, has recent. 
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