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\'fi\5 fo bustle and n gnth ering, such as I 
have seldom se.11n, and when the call W'1S 

fuade to come to order, there was an ea-
. ger crowd of earnest brethren round the 
stand ready to do good for Zion. 

There wasquiteanumberfrom the val
ley of Salt Lake, and Bros. Harrington 
.and Cornelius Mcintosh; missionaries re
turned from Utah were there too, full of 
hope and joy, that God had delivered them 
from out the shadow and valley of death 
to the renewed brightness of a season with 
their brethren. 

The skies now seemed more propitious, 
the moral aspect more fMorable, and we 
·entered into the business of the Confer
ence with an alacrity I had never seen 
)mrpasse<.l. The minutes of the Confer
!fnce will show what was done as actual 
business, but the various good things that 
were said, both in session and out of it; 
the visitation of the Spirit at the prayer 
meetings, on the nights of the 13th, 7th, 
and 8th, the minutes fail to show; but 
these things live-liv:e in the hearts of 
'good and ho.nest saints, who feasted for 
'tile time, as hungry souls will feed when 
long deprived of the good food pf gospel 
grace, and from all I can hear lind judge 
much good was done. '.Sunday, the 8th, 
I spoke from the stand to. quite a large 
audience in the forenoon, whi\e Bro. Der
ry spoke in the afternoon. In the even
ing I spoke -at Bluff City, in Babbitt's 
Hall, to an. attentive congregation, using 
as a text the words: "Sanctify them by 
thy truth, thy word is truth." I felt a 
good deg~ee ,of liberty, and I trust the 
effort was not idle, as many of God's peo
ple . were. present, whose praise and 
prayers are of much value with the Lord, 
and they I know were praying for me in 
their hMrts. Bro. Moses Nickerson was 
with me in the stand, opening the meet-
ing with prayer. J. SMITH. 

CONFERENCES. 

was followed upon the same ~ubjellt> by 
Eider Chas .. D'en:Y. 

The following ~lders reported: Charlea 
Derry, Wheeler Baldwin, John. A. Mcin
tosh, Geo .• Sweet, Silas Condit, Z. S. Mar· 
tin, \Vm. A. Litz, Thos. Dobson. 

Pres. Joseph Smith said: "I think that 
it is my time to report now; and in do· 
ing so .I will have to apologize to you in 
not bemg able to fulfill my promise that t 
had made to some last year, at the October 
conference, to revisit these branches. It 
was impossible for me to do so at that time, 
as business peremptorily called me away, 
and thllt quickly I assure you. Circumstan· 
ces which I could not control d,emanded 
my presence in other places, therefore i 
hope that the sa.ints in the west wm accept 
this as my apology. · And now .for·~ my re· 
port. I have been laborillg' for the last 
year around home, some in tne· west, in St 
Louis, and indeed I have ·been steadily 
going pretty much all the time. You know 
that our last spring conference in Plano, 
appointed me to take charge '<lf the Her· 
ald. 'fhisappointment will necessarily, wit}.l 
preaching, writing,· &c., take my who!~ 
time in the cause, which I freelv dedictitll 
to the Lord. The work is onw~rd e-very· 
where 1 have heard from, and the brethren 
are·signaliziug themselves as champions of 
the truth." · 

.AFTERNOON SESSION. 

··The following elders reporJ;ed :· Corneliua 
Mclntesh, Harrington, and A. Moffit. · 

REPORTS OF BRANCHES. 

Plum Creek: J 8 members, l high priest, 
4 el<.lers, 1 priest, l teacher. 

N-cphh 20 members, l priest. 
Glenwood: 1'7 members, 4 elders, 1 priest. 
J?remont: 36 members, 1 high priast 4 

e!E!ers, l. priest. '·.. ' 
Florence : 20 members, 5 elders, 1 priest," 

1 teacher. 
_Columbus: Hi members, 4 elders, 1 

pnest, 2 teachers. . 
Mason Grove: 19 members, 1 seventy, 

5 elders, 1 ptiest, 2 teachers. 
Boyer: 18 memberil, '7 elders 1 teaeber • 

. S.e, mi·An.nua.;l. <Conference. Little River: 43 members 1 high priest 
. 5 elders, 2 priests, 1 teacher: • 

Mimi.tMoftheSemi·An_nual. Conference of the Oamp_Cre<•k: 5 elders, 2 priest!!: 
Church of Jesus Oh1·ist of L.·D. S., held Weepmg Water: 2 elders, 1 priest. 
near Council Bluffs, Iowa, Oct. 6, 1865. , Nebraska City: 1 elder. _ . 
Oonferenca convened by electing Joseph The total number of memb~>rs in the ~ 

Smith President, Geo. M. Bush and Dexter last· mentioned branches are '19. 
Hartwell, Clerks. North Star: 205 memb!l;s. 

The President delivered a discourse. Crescent City : 35 members 1 seventy 
Much useful instruction was given to the· 4 elders. · ' • 
s~ints, upon their duties; and he ol.osed his I . Tweive Mile Grove: 20 members 1 sev
dl~course by asking the question of tbe 1 enty, 2 elders, 2 priests, 1 ,teacher. ' 
S~UltB, ·" W~ll we put :'?,l:lfSelves in !1. posj.-.11 !YJ.orning Star: 52 members, 2. elders, ~ 
t10n to rece1ve the bl~~~.:ti.ga of God ?" He . pnest. 
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Raglan': lll member~, 3 elders, 1 priest, AFTERNOON SESSION • 
. and 1 teacher. Bro. Derry spoke at gr~at length upon 
· These are all the reports of branches that the subject of the Latter-Day Work, with 
have been handed in to me, and some of great power. 
them the clerks have hardly been able to MORNING SESSION. 
make out at all. It is to be hoped that Resolved:; That David M. Gamet be or-
the clerks of branches will try to get those dained to the office of high priest. 
printed forms which Eld. C. Derry has in Resolved, That David M. Gamet be or· 
his possession, so that uniform reports may dained Bishop for the church in this west-
be receiTed by the general conferences. ern country. # 

The following resolutions were adopted: He was then 'ordained an high priest by 
Resolved, That, whereas circumstances Eld. Chas. Derry. Bro. Joseph Smith or

have transpired which render it necessary, dained Bro. Gamet a bishop. 
the conference hereby request Br. Edmund Prest. Smith cAlled upon those who were 
C. Briggs to return from California, and if ready to take missions in their respective 
possible meet with the church in confer- districts to ~orne forward. And he said, 
ence, on the uth dtty of April, 1866. "While it is upon my mind, I will say that 

Resolved, 'fhat this Conference request the chmch is determined to be a little more 
the High Council to come together at the strict with the proceedings of her repre
.Spring Conference of 1866, to dispose of sentatives. vYe do not want those who are 
alleged troubles in California. so extremely smart, but we want men who 

The Pi•eside·ut suid the next business· in are honest and straight forward; those who 
order would be the appointing of missions, will do their duty fearlessly, and serve God 
and called upon the elders to volunteer to with full purpose of heart." 
go into the field. The following missions were appointed: 

A. J. Field was appointed to labor in E. W. Knapp, in connection with D. W. 
connection with W. W. Blair in Ohio. Da- Bays, was appointed to go tp Decatur Co;, 
vid H. Bays was appointed to go to Deca- Iowa. A~a W !)!den was appointed to go to 
tur county, Iowa. Wm. Litz, was appointed Cass Co., Iowa. Jil. V. Springer's and Lehi 
to go to· the states of Va., N. C., Tenn., Coliins' mission to Indianrt was continued, 
Mis~.; and Ala. Moses Nickerson was ap- H. G. Hudson in connection with Z. S, 
pointed to go to Michigan and Canada. Martin, Thomas Smith in connection with 

Prest. Smith said, "I hope th>tt the day Z. S. Martin. George Sinith in connection 
is past in the history of the church that men with George Sweet. 
who are appointed to go upon missions will The following resolutions were adopted: 
make no effortto go and fill those appoint- Resolved, That Bros. Calvin Be-ebe and 
merrts. I want to see the brethren pre- Benjamin H. Ballou, be ordained elders, 
pare immediately, and proceed to the sev- and travel under the direction of Bro. 
era! places and commence their labors, and W. A. Litz. 
not stay at home and keep putting it off Resolved, That Dexter Hartwell labor in 
from one time to another, until you really the ministry in connection with W. A. Litz,. 
get ash. amed to go at all. Do not be afraid I and Leonard L .. Crapo in connt.lction with 
to use your talents, for be assured if you Bro. Walden, in Cass Co., Iowa. 
are afraid to use them, God will step in and· Resolved, That the Southern Nebraska 
take them from you, and give them to some District be attached to Wheeler Baldwin's 
other person, who will magnify them. God District. 
wants men to go and prosecute the missions Resolved, That when this Conference ad
that they are r.!;)pointed to, and He does journs, it shall adjourn to meet at Plano, 
not like to have men find every little ex- Ill., April 6, 1866j 
cuse to stop them from the prosecution Resolved, 'rhat Amos Chase labor in the 
of their duty. I have felt this for some- ministry in connection with S. W. Condit. 
time resting htJavily upon me, and I hope Resolved, That the mission to Minnesota; 
that the brethren will not think that I am be continued. · 
too h;ud upon them. Brethren, I have an Resolved, That Peter Murie be appointed 
earnest d.esire to see that the work pro- on a mission to Colorado. 
greases among us as speedily r.s possible, Resolved, That Moses Nickerson's ordina• 
and I therefore hope that the elders will tion be reconfirmed. 
use all their diligence to forward the cause Resolved, That Mary Valoir be received 
of God." into the reorganized church, she having 

MORNING SESSION. been a member of the old organization. 
Pres. Smith delivered a plain and impres- Resolved, 'fh~~·)tll the elders who have 

sive discourse upon· the first principles of not hitherto recl'l··~~qcllicenceswillgetthen:r 
the gospel. · from this Conferw:te. . 
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CONFERENCES. 165 

Resolved, That the Presidents of Districts callings to build up the church and king· 
ln this Western District, under the pas to- dom of God. 
l'al charge of Bro.Chas. Derry, comprising EVENING SESSION.-We had aj.oyJulmeet
Kansas, Nebraska and Iowa, will hold a ing; the Lord truly verified his word, that 
three days meeting at Council Bluffs, on where two or three are gathered together 
Friday, March 4th, to arrange important in His name, He would be in their midst, 
business. for all spoke w'ith the Spirit and bore tea-

A vote of thanks was tendered to Geo. timony to the \'lll:rk of God. 
Schofield, the owner of the ground upon SUNDAY MORN~G Sl!.SSION.-Bro. Goodale 
which the Confer@nce was held; and also p1·eached from Matt. 20 : 1, to a large con· 
io Sidney Graybill and a~sistants for the gregation of people. 
arrangements, the preperation for the AFEERNOON ~ESSION.-Brother Babbitt 
benefit of the brethren,,Q.ud sisters, and for preached from John 19 : 30, to an atten· 
the good order which they kept during the tive congregation. A prayer meeting was 
entire Conference. I held in the evening. The time was well 

Bro. Joseph alao returned his sincere improved; the Lord p.oured out the Spirit, 
thanks for the good order, and good atten- and much good in&truction was given and 
tion which had prevailed through the whole 1 received by eaeh. Conference adjourned · 
of the conference. to meet at the New Canton Branch, on the 

Resolved, That we adjourn. first Saturday iu'February, 186.6, at the reS'i 
JOSEPH SMITH, PRESIDENT. idence of John :Fisher. . 

GEoRGE M. RusH L Cl k P. S. Jackson Goodale was ordained an 
DEXTER HARTWELL} er ~. elder at our last conference at Atlas, Aug. 

Pitt!ll:liield (;on.Kereuce. 
.Minutes of PittsJ,ield Qua1·terly, Conference oj 

the 0. of J. 0. of .L. D. S., held at Elk
horn Branch, Brown Oo., Ill., Nov·. 4 and 
5, 1865. 
President L. W. Babbitt was called to 

preside, and T. Williamson and E. B. Ben
ISon to be Secretaries. 

Officers present: 2 seventies, 3 elders, 
2 priests, 1 te!tcher. 

. The President addressed the Conference 
at some length, setting forth the duties of 
the officers, and gave some good instruc· 
tion to the saints. 

The following official members reported: 
Elders, Loren iV. Babbitt, James Burgess. 
Cornelius Mills, Thomas iVilliamson and 
Jackson Goodale; Priests, John Lytle and 
John Miller; Teacher, L. L. Babbitt; all 
with a good spirit setting forth the good 
condition of the District. 

REPORTS oF BtuNCHES: Elkhorn, 13 
members, one baptizted since last reported, 
8 came from Kizer Creek-the branch not 
:fully organized. . 

Pittsfield, 13 members, 2 elders, l priest, 
otherp as last reported, Thomas Wil
liamso'!f President; Atlas, 18 members, 3 
elders, 1 priest, otherwise as last reported ; 
Henry Huffman President; New Canton, 
15 memb"ers, 1 seventy, 2 elders, one bap
tized, 3 received from Kizer Creek, Daniel 
Bowen President. · 

Resolved, That this Conference instruct 
its Clerk, Thomas Williamson, to furnish 
~ll the officers in this district with licences. 

Resolved, That we sustain the spiritual 
:t.uthorities of the church in their ~ever!ll 

IHh. It WtiS left out of the minutes. 
L. W. BABBITT, PaEsiDJ<;NT. 

Tno~u.s WILLAl>ISoN, Ulerk • 

Confe•·ence held at 
, Nov. 14, 15., 1866. 

Elder Z. was chosen Pre~i-
dent, and Isaac Sheen, Clerk. 

'l'he President delivered an address, in 
w bich he gave a sketch of his labors in the 
different parts of his district . 

Offiicial m,embers present, of the 'fwelve, 
Z. H. Gurley: High Priest, Isaac Sheen: 
Seventy, A. M. Wilsey: Elders, Andtew 
Hayer, G. C. Christensen, Thos .. Hongus, 
[.evi Lightfoot: Priests, Austin Hayer, 
Olive1· Hayer, Wm Brunson: Teacher, 
Hance Hayer : Deacon, Andrew B. Ander
son. 

The before mentioned officers of the 
Melchizedek priesthood reported. 

AFTERN&ON SESSION.-llesolved, That 
we will sustain all the authorities of the 
church in righteousness. 

The President and several elders ad
dressed the Conference. 

EvENING St~ssrm<.-A very interesting 
and instructive social meeting was held, 
in which the gift of tongues, interpreta· 
tion of tongues, and the gift of prophecy 
was manifested. 

SuNDAY MoRNING SEsswN.-A dis
course was preached by Bro. Isaac Sheen 
on the evidence of the truth of the Book 
of Mormon. 

AFTERNOON SESSION.-Elders A. M. 
Wilsey and z. H. Gurley, preached on 
the lh'st principles of the gospel. 
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