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low-servant, and the fellow-servant of thy
brethren the prophets.” Theabove men-
tioned words of the angel are in the 9th
. verse of the same cha ptel where John
says: < If any man shall add unto these
" things, God shalladd untohim the plagues
that are written in this book.”  Therev-
elations which God gave unto the Ne-
phites, theseed of Joseph in America were

- published in the Book of Mormon, and as

. ~suchtheserevelations were revealed again
- sto Joseph the Martyr. . Thereforethisob-
: jeetion to the Book of Mormon, and the

* - prophetic calling of Joseph the Martyr is

: groundless
© We shall now ploceed to revise some
remarks of a writer, who has written in
.-defence of the calling of Joseph as a true
prophet:: .

If the Latter-Day Saints are not what
--they profess to be, one thing is certain,
~thatno person will be ableto eo,nfute their
-doctrines by the scriptures, However im-

perfect this people may be, their doe-
trines are érrefulable. ~ Can this be said of
any other people who have lived on the
' < earth during many centuries? No
.-doctrines have been an heterogeneous
.mixture of truth and error that would
mot ‘stand -the test one moment when
measured: by such a pattern of: inspira-
stion. Inall such cases a great disparity

-can be seen and pointed out, and a great|

' .'deviation either in their organizations or
-teachings concerning the gospel can be
_.ghown.: . And now after so.many centur-
.. les have elapsed, and after hiaman wis-
~.idom. has. beén exerted to its utmost
~strength, ‘and the most exalted and gi-
gantic talents displayed, to lay a stable

.+ foundation whereon to build, we awake
:and. behold that all' their exertions are
_;:an empty bubble-—a vain show-—a phan-
. tom which men have created, with scarce-
dy'a vestige of the ancient “‘form of god-}-

. Jiness,” and *denying the power thereof.”
" In the midst of all this confusion and
_:spiritual-ignorance, 'a. young-illiterate,
_:.obscure and inexperienced man anncune-
..ed .a message from heaven, before which

‘darkness began to flee away; human dog- |

.>mas: to be overturned, the traditions of

.ages to be uprooted, all forms of church|

government.to tremble like an aspen leaf
-at its approach, and the mighty fabric
. of ;popular sectarianism to be convulsed
<and shaken to its very foundation.. How
- did these wonderful events come to pass?
If Joseph Smith was animpostor how did
he.obtain this superior wisdom? What
. ypower inspired his mind and showed him
how to lay the foundation of a church

form miracles.
.the records of history, of a doctrine per-
‘fect -in every respect,: being taught by

. Their,
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according to the ancient order? How:
could an impostor so far surpass the com..
bined wisdom of seventeen centuries as.

-to originate a system diverse from every

other system under heaven, and yet har-
monize with the system of Jesus and His.
apostles in every particular ?- Could ‘an

 impostor discover the gross darkness of”

ages, and publish a doctrine perfect in
every respect, against which not one
seriptural argument can be addueed ?
The idea is preposterous! The purity and
infatlibility of the doctrine of -this great
modern prophet isa presumptive evidence.
of no small amount in favor of hlS divine.
mission.

Swedenborg, Irvmg, Campbell and
many others have taught doctrines which,
in some respects are true, in other re-
spects false ; hence their authority should
be rejected although they should per~
We bhave no examples in

any person ,who was not inspired and
who had no authority from God.
e
ANNUAL CONFERENCE.
Minutes of the Awnual Oonference of the
Chureh of J. C.of L. D. S. heldin Planos
Kenduill Co., 1ll., April 6, 1865.

Aprin 6, AT 10, A. M.

Conference (,ouvened by calling Pres
Jogseph Smith. to preside. Pres. W,
Marks, associated.  Isaac Sheen and J. W.
lelen, Clerks, and Charles Derry, Re-
porter,

Pres. Joseph Smith delivered an uddless
in which he recommended that a library
should be established for the benefit of the
chureh, and in reference to the necessity of
making our Conferences Iepxesentatlve
bodies. o

. REPORTS OF BRANCHES.

Burraro Jowa't 15 members, 3 elders,
2-teachers, 1 deacon.

Awupoy, 1L 5n:embelsbaptlzedandZCut
off since-Tast leported

Arreaaany, Pa.: 30 members, 1 high
priest, 4 elders 2 puests 6 cutoﬁe 1 d(,a(l

VarLrey, Va.: 22 members.

AprvepoN, Irn.: 1l members, 4 elders,ﬁ
1 teacher. ‘

Hexpersox Grove, IiL. ¢ 43 members, 1
apostle, 1 Seventy, 4 elders; 1 priest, 1
teachier;, 8 Dicfellowshipped, 19" children
hlessed. €. M. Brown, Pres., T. J. Taylor
Clerk.

Atnas, Ton't 187 members, 8 elders, 1.
priest, 1 dled Henry Huffman Pxes Thosa‘
Lambert, Clerk.

CA\_TOV Iir, : 9 members, 1 Seventy.
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ANNTAL CONFERENCE.

Prersriend Iiz.: 16 members, 2 elders,
4 priest, L. W. Babbitt, Pres.

Kizer CrEeg: 10 members, 1
8 elders, 1 teacher.

Burraro Pramrie: 43 members.

Eix Grove, Wis.: 11 members, 2 elders.

NortH STAR, Iowa,: 187 members.

Gexeva, Wisis 97-members, 8 elders, 1
priest, 1 teacher, <1 "deacon; Caleb Hall,
-President.

Frerpoy, Wis.: 28 members, 8 elders, 2
priests, 1 teacher, 1 deacon ; Jus. Ruthford,

;I’resident

Swax Creex, Mrcm.: 23 members, Chas.
-Hutchins, President.

HypE PARK Pa.: 18 members, 6 elders,
1 teacher.

Forr Des Moixzs, Towa, 18 members, 3
elders, 1 priest.

HanniBaL, Mo.: 8 members, John Taylor,
President. .

G ALIEN, Micm. ; ; 4 baptized and one added
by letter'since last report.

AFTERNOON . SESSION.

Official members present : Ofthe Quorum
of the twelve: Z, H. Gurley, James Blakes-
lee, John Shippy, W. \V. Blair.

High Priests: I. L. Rogers, Isaac Sheen,
0. P, Dunham,. J. C. GA} lord, Wm, Ald.
rich, Edwin Cadwell Jesse Price, Jacob-

seventy, ip

*. Doan.

Of the Quorum of the Seventy; A. M.
Wilsey, C. Derry, C. G L(mphe(u J.W.
Gillen, R, W. Bumrs Tas. Burgess, L. W.
Babbitt, 8. Stone R Pmmdwe, \Vm D.
Morton,‘\Iéaa'c 'Bogue;

Elders: -Josiah Ells, Briggs Alden, Geo.
A.  Blakeslee, . Frederick. Squires, Caleb
Hall, Horace Bartlett E. M. White, Philo
Howard Thomas Staffmd Wesley Hoxton
George RO‘TCIS A GO Jones Wmn. Swett
Henty Holmes "Yatice Jacan Wm. Hazel-
dine, M. Madhon P. 8. \Vxxom J.T. Ad-
wms. G’ Braby, C. M. Brown, Thos, Hougas,
-Joseph Pa.rsons David H. Smlth Anchew
Hayer. "~ =

Priests: Austin Hayer, G. W. Shute

Teachers:” Robert Moore Silas Rogers,
Hans Hayer.

Deacons:. Samuel Reynolds.

Many official menibers arrived therwwrd

Linnsey, C. W.: 18 members including 1
elder, 1 puest 1 teacher, 1 deacon.

BUCKHORN C.W.: 32 membels 1ncludum
1 elder, 1 priest, 1 deacon.

Uxiox VVIb 10 members, including 2
elders.

Misstox Iii.: 44 members, including 4
elders, 2 priests, 1 teacher 1 deacon.

Batavia, IlL: 86 members, including the
officers,

Travineas, C. W9 members, 1 elder,

1 priest.

B2s7

The following Presidents of Digtricte re-

pon;cd Z. H. Gurlc_yJ Blakeslee, J. Sﬂfp- o
, W. W, Blair., :

The following presidents of sab-districts . .-
reported: L. W. Babbitt, C. & Lanphear,
Joseph Smith, C. Derry, J. Jeremiah, J.
LElls, R. BUWS and A. M. VVﬂsey

APrIL TH, A, M.

REPORTS OF BRANCHES. -
- Breive Pramzr, Jowa: 79 members; in-
cluding -1 high priest, 5 elders, 2 priests, -
1 teacher; 1 deacen, Ira Parrvish, Pres, -
Wm. Haskins, Clerk, [

Praxo, Izr,» 20 members, ineluding L.
high puec;t L) seventy, 1 elder 1 prxest
one cut off

Fox Riveg, Iat. 1 76 members, mcludmg
1 bishop, 1 apostle, 1 high priest, 5'seven- .-
ties, 9 elders, 1 priest, 1 teacher, 2 deacons;
Wm. Hart, Pres. and Clerk.

Like Micm: 12 members, 1 pnest T
teacher, : . i
Prixosvives, TiL, 1 45 members,” 1 high
priest, Seldels 1 seventy, 1 priest, 1 teach- -

er, R. J. BeI]_]dl’nlIl, Pres. and Clerk. |

VVILLO“ Wis. : Organized Oct. 12,1863,
with 7 members, Cyrus Newkirk, Pres, .-
Elder, B. C. Wildermuth, Clerk. :

Resolved; That Jobn Landers and George
Lindsay be sent on a mission to New Brung- .=~
WiCK. ~ . ‘o

Resolved, That John D. Jones and Joseph. .
Boswell be gent-on a mission to Walés..

Resolved, That Geo. Hatt and John Lewis
of the Iowa district be sent on-a mission fo
England. ;

Resolved, That all anpomtments of mis-

_siong.by.the (‘nnferennn are-madeswithithe:

uudexsmndmcr that they are to. Jabor-in -
their mlmstxv ander the direction of the ...
presidency of countries or pastorates m
which their flelds of Iabor lie.: .

Resolved, That the title of; the Enghsh
mission be chanﬂed and ca lIed the Duropean
mission. !

Resolved; That Hiram P Bmwn presnde S
over ‘the Pastorate of Northern Iowa and.
that the limits be defined by the Quorum
of Twelve,

Resolved, That Pres.-Joseph Smlth be re-
Teased from the presidency of the Nauvop...
Pastorate. ;

Résolved, That all’ that part of . Illmms, A
novth of Madison Co., be attached to Bro..:
Gurley’s District.

Resolved, That the two eastern tlers of.
counties of Towa be added to Bro Gurley s:
district.

Resolved, That the State of Mlssouu and
all that part of Illinois-which is south.of
the northern line of Madison Co., Ill; be . :
added to the St. Louis Pastorate or district.,. .- -

Resolved, Thah all of Iowa west of thed .=
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two eastérn tird of cdunties, and Kandas
and Nebraska be known as the Towa Kan-
sas.,anid Nebraska Pastorate,

Resolied; That Minnesota and Wisconsin
be known as the Minnesota and Wiscondin
District.

Resolved, That Mlchlgﬂll and Indigna
comprise one digtrict which shall be called
the Michigan and Indiana District,

Resolved That Ohio, Pa., Va., Del., .
J., . N. Y., Md.; and the New Dlmland States
shall comprise one district.

Resolved, That the above mentioned dis-
trict -shall be called the Eastern District
of the United States.

Resolved, That James Blakeslee preside
over the Michigan and Indiana District:

. Resolved, That Wm. W. Blair preside over
the Hastern District of the United States.
. Resolved, That John Shippy preside over

the Canada, Nova Scotia and N, B. district.

Eesolved, That Z. H. Garley preside over
theNorshern Illiuois and Bastern Iovm
district.

Resolved, That Bro. J. W. Gillen go with
Bro: W. W. Blair oni his eastern mission.

‘ Resolved, That Bre. C. G. Lanpliear and
8. J. Stone goon afmbsmn to eastern New
York.:

Resalved That Bro Josiah Ells preside
over the west part of Pennsylvania and
Western Virginia; and that this district be
called the Pittsburgh Pastorate.

Resolved; That Wentwm th Vickery labor
in the ministry in the Canada District.

' APRIL 8, A. M.

Resolved, Fhata Commxttee he appointed
by the: Presidént to settle dlﬁipulme: in
the chureh'in St Louis.

The president appointed W. W, Bhn and
J. W. Gillen to be tlie safd commitice:

Resolved, That' Bros Win, Hazeldine Be
ordained an high priest.

Resolved, That the names of Daniel B.
Razy, David Newkirk and Geo. White be
stricken fron the Quorum of the Twelve.

Resolved, That the President appoint a
committee of three to selecs two men to fill
the places of Daniel B, Razy and David
Newkirk.

The President appointed Z. H. Gurley,
W. W. Blair and A. M. Wilsey.

Resolved, That we teturn the thanks of
this Conference to our Methodist friends, in
Plano, for their kinduess in granting us the
use of . their house of worship for the pur-
pose of attending to the funeral of Bro. and
Sister Patrick’s ohild.

The committee which was appointed by
the President, nominated Josiah Ells and
Charles Derry to fill the places of D. B.
Razy and David Newkirk in the Quorum of
the Twelve, .

ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

Resolz;e(l, That Josiah Ells be ordained (9
the Quornm of the Twelve.

Resolved, That Bro. Charles Derry be or<

dained to thé Quorum of the Twelve.

Resolicd, That J. W, Briggs be continu-

ed in the Edropean mission.
Resolvéd, That the Publishing Commlttee
be released from {heif office.

Resolved, That Pres. Joseph Smith he

appointed to take chafrge 6f the publishing

and editorial departmcnt of the Herald and’ .

of all our publications. |

Resolved, That a vote of thanks be
tendered to Bro. Sheen for his unceasing
efforts m thé edifoiial departiment of the
Herald. ..

" Bro, Jodiati Ells'and Charles Derry were
ordiined apostles by Jos. Smith, Z. H.
Gurley and Jas. Blakeslee,

W, Hazeldine was ordained.an hmh
priest by Joseph Smith, Jas. Blakeslee and
Z H. Gurlev

Resolved, That Bro. Chas, Derry preside
bver {he Iowa, Kansas and Nebraska dis-
trict.

Resolved, That Tsaac Sheen be appointed
to receive donations for the ‘Purpose of de-

fraying the expenses of the Conference in -

theuse of the hall in which the Co’ufere’nce' y

is held.

Resolved, That Bro. . Henry Ho]mes be;

appointed on a-mission to Canada,

Resolved, That Bro.
appointed on a mission to Northern WIS-
consin.

Resolved, That Jesse L. Admms andJ D

Caleh.. Hall bs

Bennet be appointed to a migsion in Indi-

aua.

Resolied, That Edwin Cmdwe]] and Horace
Bartlett be appointed to go on a mission to
Elk Grove, Lufiyette Co. Wis., and that

they bé authou/ed to settle the dxfﬁculues,

in the clinrch at that place.
PRIFCEVILLE, ILL., brafch reported.”

»

SUNDAY, APRIL 9, wis devoted to the

preaching the word.” Thehouse was filled
and good atténtion paid.

Bros. D. H. Smith, Joseph Smith, R]Tey
W. Brigg and Josiah Illxs, spoke. in much

good 1eeun<r e

APRIL 10 A M,

Bro 8. Powers was appomted to preside

over Minnesot and \V:\conw\ District.

Resolved, That Bro. E. C. Briggs be sus-
tained as the President of the Utah an&
Pucific District.

It was Resolved, that the Conference sus:
tain the following offlcers in their respec-,
tive offives: Joseph Smith, President’ of
the church ; Wm. Marks, Counsellor; J:

W. Briggs, Z. H. Gurley, Jas Blakeslee, -

W. W. Blair, John Shippy, Josiah Ells; 8
Powers, R. Newkirk; Chas: Derry and E:
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OBITUARIES.

C. Briggs, apostles; I. L. Rogers, the bishop
of the church; the high council; Isane
Sheen; President of the 1lnh pllcbtb quor-
um; A, M Wilsey, and all the othier Pre-
nldenss of the Quovum of Seventies, and all
the spiritual aushorities of the chureh.

" Resolved; That all the Conferences of
Districts’ are '1dv1x.ed to récummend the
branches to réceivt donations monshly from
mémbers of the charches, for thé purpose
of assisting poor saints to emigrate from
Europe to “thig country, and to send such
donations to the bishop.
. Resolved, That the necessities of the
,chuxch reguire a Concordance and synopsis,
suited to the proper promulmmon of the
faith of the church.
. Resolved, That the Emigration fund re-
main in' bheinuds of the Bl\hop until called
for by a Conference of the church in Ku-
rope, and endorsed by action of the Gener-
al Conference of the Church in America.

Resolyed, 'That the necessities of the
church reqitite the publication of a seriés
of tracts, for digtribution.

Resolved, That the necessities of the
church ' require the establishmeént. of a
clinreh Library,

“ Resolved, That the Conference adjourn to
_meet in thé North Star Branch, near Coun-
cil'Bluffs, Iowa, Oct. 6, 1885.

JOSEPH SMITH, Presiprst.
Tsasc SHEEN, o
J W. Giueex, § Olerks.

- OBEFTUARY NOTICES

‘10 months and nine days.

|and members

127‘
sorrows below, for a pure land where
rivers of plemsme doth flow ; he has ta<
ken his leave of the tronbles and_trials
of ea¥th, for a pure land, where joys ever-
lasting have birth.,  J..B. Huxbrrsox.

At Buffalo Prairie; I1l,, Nov. 80, 1864,
Wextworta Horyes, sen., aged 57 years,
Bro. Hlolmes
united with the church at an early day,
and has kept the faith. Hehasneverhad
any connection with any of the different
factions that have sprung up since the
death of Joseph the Martyr, but kaslived
his religion, and was looking forward to
the time when young:Joseph would take
his father’s place, accordingly when the
glad news’ reached him, in- the Fall of
1861, it'caused his aged heartto rejoice
exceedingly ; he immediately united with
the Redrganization, " and " was elected
President of this Branch. " Sincethen he
has faithfully presided over the'same; and
by the blessing of God hay done much
gbod. His only brother; Moses Homms,
died Deécember 20, ]864:, ‘aged 49 years,
8 monthsand 17 davs -~ They united with
the reorganization at the'same time. Their
funéral sermon, was préached by Bro. Z.
H. Gurley. It was a solemn-and appro=-
priate discourse, firom Rev. 14:18,to a
large and attentive congregation,who
had come to pay the last tribute of re=
speet to our brethien; who will be greatly
missed by all. - Bro. W. Holmes leaves'a
wife and seven children, mostly grown,
of the church.

" Saxpwicn; I, April 11, 1865.

Again.death has 1nvadec1 our: midtst,
takmg from us ‘a brother, a friend, a hus-
band, and a father. Blo Wirnzanm: H.
Cox depmted this life March 23, 1865.
He was born Feb: 10,1831, in Clinton Co.,
Ohio. -United with the churel at Whites:
town, Ind., under the minesterial labors
of Bro Samuel Powers;. May 24, 1861.
He was ordained an elder by Dldels
Blakeslee, and Powers, Feb. 15, 1863, and
for o time presided over thé Whitéstown
branch.” He died as he had lived; loved
‘and respected by all who knew hun it be-
ing his chief desire to make all happy
a,round him, and to emulate the char-
acter of his Redeemer; a firm believer in
the fulness of the goapel, and the latter-
~day work, having. received a testimony
for himself, (as the writer has often heard
himdeclare.) Heleavesawife and three
ghildren to mourn his loss, but they
mourn not as they who have no. hope,
He has taken hig leave of the trials and

Rest brethren, rest in peace:
With those whom God hiath blest,
Where the wicked they shall cease,
And the weary are'at rest:. .

At Hannibal, Mo.; M‘u‘ch 20rd 1865
Jannr 8. C.0 TAvLow, aged -5 ears 3
months and 3 diys. :

At Plano, TiL., April 5, 1 of dlp-—'
theria, Cora A: daughter of Theodore J.
and Amdanda E: Patrick ; aged Syears,
5 months and fifteen. days.-

A SPECIAL CONFERENCE of the
church for the District of Michigan and In-
diana, will be held at Galien, Berrxen Co,
Mich:,  commencing ‘June'2,’ 1865, It is
desnable that we should” hear frof the
saints in. all parts of these %mtes at the
Counference.

JAMES BLAKDSLEE
PrESIDENT OF THE MicH. AND IND.; DistricT,

Trioi{@é J. ANpREWS is. our- authorized
Agent in California, for the IHerald and
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