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AN APPEAL TO THE FREEMEN OF THE EMPIRE STATE.
BY AN EXILE OF MISSOURI.

Citizens of the State of New-York,—honest and patriotic sons of liberty,~-
lovers of your country:—-Listen! ‘

The voice of a humble fellow citizen, exiled from Missouri, appeals to his
native state for that ‘protection and redress  which he has sought in vain at
the hands of the General Government. ,

I was born in Burlington, Otsego county New-Y ork, on the 12th of April,
A. D.1807. My ancesters were among the early settlers of the colonies of
Plimouth and Seq-Brook. - The venerable pilgrim fathers who prefered the
hardships, toils and dangersof a howling widerness,. to tyrany and oppres- -
sionidand who. planted the first germs of an Empire of freedom in this western
world. S : : e

My grand-father Obadiah Pratt, removed from Sea-Brook, Connecticut,
some eighty years since,and  penetrated as far west as Canaan Columbia
county, New-York, then mostly in a wilderness state; where he opened a
fine farm, converting the wilderness into a fruitful field, and causing the desert
to smile with joy and plenty.

From that early period till the day of his death, he stood firm in the cause
of American Liberty; and hand to hand, and heart to heart with most of our
early fathers, he struggled, through all the: toils and dangers of a. revolu-
tion.  With them he conquered, and thus bequeathed: to his numerous
posterity the rich inhepitance, his sweat and tears and. blood had so dearly

purchased.

My father Jared Pratt, was born in Canaan, Columbia county; reared on
the old home-stead, as an honest and industrious citizen. - He shouldered his
rifle at the call of the Governor, during the last war with Britain, and assist-
ed in gaining the battle of Plattsburgh.

Descended from a race so illustrious; the blood of such nobility runing in
my veins; and drawing my first breath in air so free, in'an age so favored, and
in a country so exalted.~Nourished on the milk of freedom I rose to
manhood full of hope and expectation. The most exalted feelings of patri-
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- otism and love of country animated my bosom, thrilled thlough my every

pulse; grew with my growth, and strengthened with my strength. I fondly
hoped {0 enJoy through life and to hand “down to posterity, unsullied. and un-
Impaired, the blessed mstltutlons of our common country; but, alas, Ihave
been dlsappomted F

Banished from the State of Mlssourl, with ‘my family a”xd some ﬁfteen
thousand of my friends; robbed of houses, lands, and property; while hun-
dreds of men, women and chzldren, were murdered in'the most cruel manner:
and all this by the exprees orders of the Executive of that State.. The cru-
el perpetrators of these horrid crimes not only permitted to enjoy the plun-
der, but actually paid for their services by lemslatxve enactments, and in ad-
dition to all this, not permitted to enjoy up to the | present moment our houses
and lands, and having appealed in vain toevery department of the govern-
ment of the State for redress, or even an investigation of our wrongs, we
have continued to lay our grievances before the President and Congress of
the United States, humbly mmportuning for an lnvestlgatlon, and for that re-

dress and protection granted to every American citizen by the Constltutlon of
“the General Government, and of' all the State govelnments,

But-the only consolation we have received from his excellencv Presxdent'
Van Buren, or that we have as yet received from Congress, is thls “Your.

- cause 15 just but Government has no power. to redress your: wrangs. ~Won- -

derye heavens, and be astonished O earth! - Ye venerable spirits of our de-
parted Sires give audience. ' Ye shades of Washmgton, of Lafayette, ye fa-
thers of American liberty, harken: "Tis the voice of fifteen "thousand of

_American citizens in exﬂe, which cries to this Govemment for 1ed1ess but

S cnes n vam'

Ttis the blood of aged sires and helpless mfants—-«of mnocent women and

‘chlldlen, mingled with the tears of widows and orphans- ‘which cries from

the:ground f01 vengeance, and there is no arm of power extended in their

~ behalf. It is the voice of the representatives of seventeen milions of 1 peo-

ple who boast of freedom, and who pride themselves in being American citi-
tizens which declares “Your cause is just bul Go'uernment has no power to
redress your wrongs.” : ~

‘Here then isan end of our western empire, Here the’n is 1thef cokn‘sum,ation
of all 'your labors, toils and suﬂermc S S G

Was- it for this, you resisted Bntlsh opp1ess1on and lnvasmn bu1st your
chains and declared yours selves free? i L e

Was it for thls, you stmgg}ed th1ough a seven yeal s wal and sealed Wlth
your blood the covenant made with Liberty? L :

Was it for this you combined the wisdom of a nation in fr ammg a Consmt \
tion which guarantees to every man the blessmgs of hfe, Ilbextv, conscie
and the pursuit ofhftpmness? e oy

This sacred mstmment——-once sacred, now tmmpled under the feet of :

-those who should have been its friends and warmest supporters; ‘and by them

made to mock the hopes and to agravate the sufferings of your children, by
promising them liberty and protection, while rulers. declale themselves V”Old\
of powe1 to fulﬁll its sacred pledges, e L
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O tell it not in foreign climes nor let the sound be heard among we -
tions afar off,

The sons and daughters of monarchy groaning under the weight of acumu-
lated sufferings, where ages of abuse have contributed to increase their
wrongs, and to rivit still faster their chains, have heard the sound of freedom
as it echoed afar o’er ocean’s wave. And thus, aroused from their long and
troubled slumbers, they have startled into new life as they listened to its mu-

sic fones:

As if some Angel choir,
: Had tuned Columbia’s lyre,
And sung: ‘ : ‘
o “Oftheland of the fres,
And the home of the brave.” .

America has indeed been-looked upon by all ﬁatlonq, as “ the assylum of
the oppressedy” of every clime.

Here the Jews the persecuted outcasts of Palestine; the noble exiles of Po-
land; the generous sons of Erin; the oppressed and persecuted of all na-
tions:  wearied and worn ‘as with' the chains of tyrants, have fled for

refuge.

Here the groaning millions of Eulope s laboring sons and daughters, -still
in bondage, cast a hngeunc and imploring look, Whﬂe emotlons of alternate
hope and despair.still agitate their bosoms.

Here the noble sons of Greece, the decendants of the renowned philoso—'
phers, poets, orators, statesmen and. heroes of Athens and Corinth- have
looked for aid and succor, during a long and bloody war of extermination;

and animated by our example, and aided and encouraged by our sympathles '

~they have emerged from the darkness of ages, burst the shackles of a long
and terrible-despotism and made themselves free. : : :

Shall the ensign to the natlons now be furled, and basely smlendered?
‘Shall the tr ump of fr eedom niow be hushed in sﬂence?

Shall liberty now be hurled from her high and lofty throne in the midst of
the nations, and fall to rise no more!

- Shall the voice of truth be forever hushed while justice and equity fall to
the ground or turn disgusted from a world so base, and fly to their native
clime in realms of hght where peace fmever 1exgns9

Shall the light of the nations after b}azmg for a"century, and illuminating
with its genial rays the most benighted and distant corners of the earth now
bequenched in everlasting night, and seven-fold darkness: pervade all nations;
while the spirits of a Cain, a Judas, a Nero, or an Arnold, with the hosts .of
fallen angels prowl around us'as sole monarch of the realm sit upon our
thrones, orreign in our hearts without a. rival? g :

And all this to gratify and uphold a fallen and degraded state Whlch has. re-
solved itselfinto a lawless band of robbers and murderers; and the no less base
and degrading sentiments of men in power, who in view'of all these things
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[4] |
- exclaim “yow cause is just, but Government has‘ no power to redress yom
wrongs.”  And thus virtually and plainly say: there is no goverment.

Must we, because we believe in the fullness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
in tne ministering of angels, in visions and revelations like them of old; in the
doctrine of repentence and baptism for remission of sins, in the glft of the
Holy Grhost, in the millenniom; in the resurrection of the dead; in eternal
judgment; in the scriptures of the Old and New-Testament as a record of the
Jews; in the Book of Mormon as a history of a branch of the lost tribes of
Israel. Must we because we choose to worship God according to the dictates
of our own consciences, be killed, robbed, plundered, driven and  banished
from a State of this union, and the government find ‘the Weapons and pay the
murderous wretches for commlttmg these crimes? :

Must we be driven from our homes and ﬁre-31des, ‘our houses burned to
ashes, our arms taken from us, while at the same time we must Without arms
continue to do military duty,or pay our fines?

Must we pay our hundreds of thousands into the t‘lea:;my‘ for lu‘nds,‘ and‘
for taxes to support the dignity of office-holders, and to strengthen the army
and navy; and then be gravely told that thme is no power to plotect us
or redress our wrongs!? , ; B

Where then is justice? SO g S

Where then is power? .

Whele then is hope?

Where then is safety f01 m) self, my famﬂy, my fnends or my m]uxed
: bleedmg country? 1 : 5

Driven from our homes, banished from a State, plundered of our ploper‘ y;
neglected and forsaken by the General Government, and even pursued and
pursecuted for years in a foreign State, and some of us kidnaped and drag-
ged again into the State, there to be imprisoned or murdered by the same
murderous wretches whose hands are yet dripping with the blood of our
murdered brethren. Where on earth shall we «eek fm aid and asswtance
except at the hands of our, natlve State?

Fellow citizens of the Emplre State, to you Iappeal in the name of _]UStlce,
and in the name of suffering humanity. ~1emplore you to come forward and

. assist by every lawful means in your power, in bringing Missouri to justice,

in rescuing a member of the confederacy from the grasp of an or. gamzed ban-
ditti, and m obtaining redress and: protecuon in behalf of the i myn ed

I conjure you by the kindred tles of c1t1zen -ship; by yom sense of honm ;
by your regard for justice; by your love of mercy; by your feelings of hu-
manity; by your love of country; by the spirits of our departed Sires; by
the zeal of the Pilgrims who Janded on- Plymouth Rock; by the patriotism of
’76: by the sacred name of Washington; by your 1evelence for the Majesty
on high; by your love of Jesus, and by our mutual hope of a blissful immor-
tality at his right hand: and in view of thmgs present and things to come, and
of the fate of millions yet unborn, T lmplore your most zealous and actlve axd :
in thls holy cause. . & o
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Ifjustice is fallen in the streets; If equity cannot enter; If truth has fled
forever from our soil; If the Star of American liberty has set to rise no more;
then shall Missouri triumph in the enjoyment of the spoils she has so basely
won, and her sons and daughters luxuriate in the productions of a soil en-
riched by the blood of her innocent victims; till the burning anger of the
Almighty shall make the mountains quake and cause the rivers to flow with
blood, while he -cleanses the earth from such horrid polutions and .restores
that liberty and peace which is sought in vain at the hands of men.

But, if on the other hand, there yet remains one spark of that pure fire
which animated the bosoms of our fathers, it will kindle into a flame at the
very hearing of outrages so enormous on the part of Missourt, and of neglect
so criminal on the. part of the General Government. A flame which will
burn too hot for traitors, and which will quickly consume such abominable
corruption, and purify the atmosphere of American liberty.

I make this appeal to my native state because I have a right to claim their
aid and assistance, where all law has been put at defiance, and where offi-
cers of government have refused to grant redress.

I make it because I know their patriotism 1in times past, and have every
reason  to. expect that the sons of such noble sires, will still be true to
their country and the great cause in which they have the same interest as
myself. :

I make it to plead the cause of the widow and the fatherless. [ make it to
bear testimony against iniquity in high places.

I'make it that rulers ‘may “judge with justice for the poor; and reprove
with equity for the meek.” ,
I make it as a friend of justice and humanity, and a well-wisher to my
country and all mankind. - :

I'make it to admonish clergymen of their duty, that they may join with
one gccord to plead the cause of humanity and suffering virtue; to reprove
robbery murder and every injustice, and to stand as faithful watchmen, awake
to the dangers of their bleeding country. : :

Imake it to re-kindle in the bosoms of every true American, that holy
flame of patriotism which is never extinct; but which sometimes slumbers
for a moment when there is little to excite or call it into action.

If this appeal falls to the ground unheded; if Missouri still goes unpunished
for her crimes; if myself and friends still go unredressed; then farewell
to the glory of Columbia; farewell to the peace and security of the citizens
of this once happy Republic.  You ‘may garnish the sepulchres of the Apos-
tles of American liberty who slumber in the dust; you may sing their praise,
and celebrate their battles; youmay pile your monuments to the skies as
memorials of their glorious achievements;—while on the other hand you des-
troy that beautiful Temple of Liberty which they erected as the best memo-
rial of their honor and of your shame. = You may clothe your army with the
Fanoply of Goliah, build your walls strong and high as the walls of Baby-
on; rear your monuments like Babel’s tower; raise your temples like
Diana of the Ephesians; marshal your hosts like Senacherib; sing for joy
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and security like the proud aud lofty Tyre; and say in your he'uts, “Jsit a
queen and am no widow and shall see no sorrow.”

But remember the flood of Noah,—remember Sodom and Gomorrah,-~re-
member Pharaoh and his hosts,—lemember king Saul,—remember Haman,
rememoer Belshazer, and “the writing upon: the Wall «Mene ‘mene tekel
upharsin.” - Remember the end of Jerusalem,——lemembel there is a God in
Heaven who will avenge the blood of inocence, and espemally of hlS own
elect, who cry unto him day and night. ‘

- With sentiments of respect
I remain fellow-citizens: 5
Your most obedient ser vant.

PA RLEY P PRATT
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LETTER
K o ’TO R
~ QUEEN VICTORIA,
Sbvmmmﬁ OF BRI?‘AI&;f—'~ . R ‘ : g
Tt has fallen to the lot of your Majesty th 611ly to live in a mosf evehtﬁjl

period of the world, but to occupy a station the most conspicuous of any in-
dividual of the present age. ‘ ; ,

It has pleased the Almighty disposer of events, who governs and rules a-
mong the kingdoms of the earth, to raise your Majesty, while in the morning
of life, to-a throne of power; at the head of an empire, which, in many res-
pects, stands foremost among the nations and kingdoms of the world. = It is
with feelings of that profound respect which is justly due to so high an office,
that T offer this address.  The importance of the subject, and the obligation
which I am under to the. God whom I serve, and to the people of the age im
which I live, are the only apologies which I offer for thus intruding upon the:
attention of your Majesty. R W : i

Kwnow assuredly that the world in which we live is on the eve of a Revo-
LuTION, more wonderful in its beginning—more rapid in its progress—more
powerful in its operations—more extensive in its effects—more lasting in its:
mfluence—and more important in its consequences, than any which man has:
yet witnessed upon the earth: a revolution in which all:the inhabitants of the
earth are vitally interested, both religiously and politically—temporally and
spiritually;* one on which the fate of all nations is suspended, and upon which
the future destiny of all the affairs of the earth is' made to depend. Nay, the
angels have desired to look into it, and heaven itself has waited with longing
expectation for its consummation.. : : 0

Twill now proceed to show from the Scriptures first, what this revolution
is; secondly, that the present is the time of its fulfilment.

- The first great universal monarchy after the deluge was the kingdem of
Babel, or Babylon. 'This was founded by Nimrod, on the plains of Euphra-
tes, and conimned to strengthen itself until the time of Nebuchadnezzar,
whom the Lord raised up to be his servant, to execute his vengeance upon
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the nations. By a series of the most striking prophetic declarations of Jere-
miah the Prophet and others, and their no less stukm" fulfilment, this. mon-
arch marched forth—conquering and to conquer—till i‘vxe, Egypt, and Ju-
dea, and all the surrounding nations, were subdued and brought into captivity
for seventy years. This was so extensive, that Daniel the Prophet exclaim-
ed to the King of Babylon, “The God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom,
power, snenoth, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the
beasts of the ﬁeld and the fowls of the leﬂ.ven, hath he given mto thme hand
and hath made thee ruler over them all.”

“This monarch, standing at the head of nations, and swaymg hls sceptre‘
over all the kingdoms of the world, was the favoured mstrument to whom
the Almighty made known his purposes touching the government of the world
in all succeeding ages. While resting. upon his bed i in the deep silence of
midnight, when  the busy world  was lost ‘in slumbers, and wearied  nature
hushed to silence and repose, an anxious inquiry arose in his mind in regard
to the things which should “come to pass hereafter.””  His mind roamed
down through the dark vista of future and distant penods, and would fain
have understood and contemplated the eveats of. the “latter days.” Thus,
lostin contemplation,and everwhelmed with deep sleep, hismind was suddenly
caught from the subject of his meditation, and the visions of heaven were
open to his view. A great image stood before him, whose head was of fine
gold, his breast andarms of sxlver, his belly and thighs of brass, his legs of iron
and feet and toes part of iron and part of clay. He beheld till a stone was cut
out of ‘the mountain” without hands, which smote the Image upon the feet
- and toes; then was the whole image broken to pieces tovmhel,' nd became
like the chaffof the summer thrashing-floors, and the wind blew it away; but
the stone became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth..  When the
king awoke from this v vision, he sent for his wise men, but none ofthem could
~unfold unto him his dream and the meaning thereof, till Daniel was forthcom-
ing ‘N‘th this striking declaration: ¢ There isa God in'heaven that revealeth
secrets.” Thisman of God then proceeded to tell the dream and the inter-
pretation thereof. ' The head of gold represented Nebuchadnezzar and the
kingdoms over which he reigned; The breast and arms of silver, represented
the Medes and Persians, who next succeeded in the government of the world;
the belly and  thighs of brass represented the empire of Alexander and . his
successors—this being the next in succession; the legs of Iron represented the
Roman empire, which was the. fourth great monmchy of the world; and the
feet and toes, part of iron and part cla.y, represented the dissolution of the Ro-
man empire and its subdivisions into the kingdoms of modern Euvope, as
they now exist in their divided state, partly Roman and partly Protestant, and
not cleaving one to anothel, even as iron and clay wxl net. adhere or umte
in mutua] strength. - , . ;

Uf course then the govelnment of England is. one of the toes of thlS lmage.

Now, %in the days of these kmds (or kmgdoms repl esented by the feet and
toes,) the God of heaven should set up a kingdom which should not be left to
other people, but should break in pieces. all these Icmgdoms and stand | forever.”.
as represented by the little stone. | ; : ,

This is the interpretation which the God of heaven hxmself gave. to Dame]
and ‘which Daniel has given in the Scriptures; and England has given the
Seriptures. to the woxld«» thus actually revealing te the wmld 1ts destmy and
élerownu S S o : ,

 www LatterDayTruth.org




Lo}

But'before we proceed further we shall go back and take another view of
the same subject, asrevealed to Daniel on another occasion, and under a dif-
ferent figure. He saw {Dan. vii.) these same four kingdoms, viz. the Baby-
lonians; Medes and Persians, Greeks, and Romans, rise and reign in succes-
sion under the figure of four beasts. = Out of the fourth beast he saw, under
the figure of -ten horns, ten kingdoms rise, which are the same that the feet
and toes represented, viz. the kingdoms of Modern Europe. = “And he be-
held till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of Days did sit, and
judgment was given to the Saints, and the time came that the Saints possess-
ed the kingdom.” ~Again, he said, “The Saints of the Most High shall take
the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, even forever and ever.”—
Again, “The kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under
the whole heaven,shall be given to the people of the Saints of the Most High.
Whose kingdom isan everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and
obey him.” Again he says, “ I'saw i the night visions, and behold one like
the Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Aneient of
Days, and they brought him near before him. - And there was given him do-
minion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages
should serve him;" his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not

passaway, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” The king-
dom so. often spoken of in this 7th of Daniel, is evidently the same that 1s
represented by the stone which smote the image, as recorded in the 2d chap;

From this it appears, that this new kingdom will be established over the
whole earth, to the destruction of all other kingdoms, by nothing less than
the - personal advent of the Messiah injthe clouds of heaven, with power and
great glory,but preceded by a personage called the “Ancient of Days.”

The 14th chap. of Zechariah confirms this testimony by predicting that
the Lord will stand with his feet.on the IKount of Olives; that he shall come
and all the Saints with him, and that in that'day there shall be onz Lord, and
his name Onz, aud ke skall be King over allthe earth.

The Revelation of John bears the same testimony, saying: “The Kingdoms
vf Tuls WORLD smaLL BEcomE THE Kinapouws oF ouvr Gop awnp mis Curist.”

Theré are many other Scripture illustrations of  the same subject; which
would be extremely interesting to your Majesty and to the world; but these
must suffice. . : : S

. From all these facts, so clearly set {orth in the Scriptures, I feel warrant-
ed in saying, that as sure as:all these events have succeeded each other from
the days of Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon, until the days of Vietoria
First, on the throne of Britain, so sure will that portion be fulfilled which 1s
yet future, and which relates to the casting down of thrones, the termination
of the present political and religious establishments of the earth, and the set-
ting up of a new and universal Kingdons, under the immediate administration
of the Messiah and his saints. :

- Conneeted with the ushering ini of this néw era will be the restoration of
~Judah~and Israel from their long disperson.. They will come home to their
owirland, atid rebuild Jerusalém and the cities of Judea, and rear up the tem-
ple of their God. This city will be the seat of empire for the eastern world
and all the surrounding nations for the next thousand years at least. (See
_ Zechariah 14.) Lot :
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This restoration will take place by a series of miracles, signs, wonders;
revelations, judgments, &c. which will far exceed the dispensation of Moses
and the deliverance of Israel from Egyptian bondage. (Jeremiah 16th;
Ezekiel 20th; Isaiah 11th; Ezekiel 36th to 39th inclusive,) ~With this revo-
lution will be connected the resurrection of the saints that have slept.  See

Daniel xil. 2; Job xix, 25,26, 27; Rev. xx.

A physical change also awaits the earth at this time. The mountains will
‘be thrown down, the valleys exalted, the rough places become smooth, and
the crooked places straight, the barren deserts fruitful, and the parched ground
well watered; and even the beasts of prey will be wrought upon by the spirit
of God—will lose their thirst for blood, and become perfectly harmless, feed-
ing on vegetable food only. B

Isaiah and others have written upon all these things so extensively thatit
would be needless for me to give the quotations in this place. €onnected
'with this restitation will be judgments and signs in heaven above and earth
beneith, which will distress the nations, and destroy millions by famine, pes-
tilence, sword, tempests, hail, earthquakes, floods, and whirlwinds; and which
will finally terminate in a fire; as fatal to all the proud and them that do wick-
sgdly as the flood of Noah and the five that fell upon Sodom. Then, as Noah
+was a-survivor of a world destroyed, and himself_and family the sole propri-
etors of the earth, so will the saints of the Most High possess the earth, and
its whole dominion, and tread upon the ashes of the wicked, (See Isaiah xxiv.
1st to 6th; Malachi last; Luke xxi; 25 to 363 Joeliiy ... -

Having laid before your Majesty a faint description of that great revo-
lution which awaits the world, 1 now come to the second part of my subject,
Y1z SR e N e
' : ~THE TIME OF ITS FULFILMENT. =L

The Apostles were in expectation of its immediate fulfilment, while Jesus
was yet with them, until lie taught them better. "They inquired of him, say-
" ing, ¢ Wilt thou at Tms Tme restore again the kingdomof Israel 72 But'he

answered them, saying: %It is not for you to know the TiMes AND sEASONS - -

which the Father hath put in his own power.” = Asmuch as to say, that
it was no part of TeER mission, and was not to be fulfilled in Tarirday. *So,
being corrected in this thing, the Apostle Peter afterwards informs us, (Acts
iii.) that the heavens must receive Jesus Christ until the Trvxs oF REsSTORA-
rion of all things spoken of by the Lord, by the holy prophets, and that at the
times of restitution God-would send him again. Jesus himself'speaks of this
.same timey when he says, (Luke xxi) “Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the
Gentiles untin THE TiMes of the Gentilesare fulfilled.  Paul also comes to ‘the
same point of time, (Romans xi.) “Blindness in part has happened to Israel

UNTIL THE FULNESS OF THE GENTILES 1S COME IN.”

~These texts all have an allusion to one and the same time, viz: the revolu-
tion of which we have spoken, ' LR
The Lord (I.uke xxi.) after speaking of the signs of his coming, says,
“When ye see these things begin to come to ‘pass then know that the kingdom
of God is nigh at hund,” and then says that the generation who are witnesses
of these signs beginning to come to pass will not pass away until all shall be
fulfilled, including his second coming and kingdom. Vh i -

Now, the kingdom of God here spoken of cannot pos‘s‘ibly_fall‘uﬂe“(tp the
kingdom of God which was set up in the days of the Apostles, for that king-
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dom was already at hand when the Saviour predicied these things, and was
set up immediately after his resurrection, and without the signs spoken of in
the 21st. of Luke having come to pass. Therefore he must have alluded
to the kingdom of which Daniel and others spoke, which was to be set up
“1in the days of these kings,” as represented by the feet and toes of the image;
and it iswell known to your Majesty und to all Christendom, that these ten
“kingdoms out of the ruins of the Roman empire did not arise until many hun-
“dred years afier the daysof the Apostles. L

Let us here enumerate the signs spoken of, which are to precede the Mes-
siah% second coming, and the setting up of his kingdom. ““There shall be
signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars, and upon the earth; dis-
tress of nations, with perplexity—the sea and the waves roaring, men’s
hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are com-
ing on'the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken, and rae~ shall
they see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory,” : ;

. I'beg leave barely to remind your Majesty that these signs have for the
last'ten years been {ulfilling in the eyes of all people.” 1need not here parti- |
eularize or point out their fulfilment, for passing events are too notorious to be
hidden. Inow begleave to call the attention of your Majesty to an import-
ant discovery, which has poured a flood of light upon these subjects, and
which has actually revéaled and demonstrated that the present age is the time
of their fulfilment:. Iallude to the discovery of an ancient record among
the antiquities of America, a copy of the translation of which was lately pre-
sented to vour Majesty and another to his Royal Highness Prince Albert; by
Mr. Brigham Young. The discovery of this record, and the things connect-
ed with 1t, as they are now ushering in upon the world, are of more import-
ance than any single évent which has transpired in modern times. The dis-
covery of America by Columbus 300 vears since opened a'new era upon the
world, and poured a flood of light upon the startling nations.  They awoke
from the slumber of ages and gazed with astonishment and wonder.  As the
first transports-of admiration subsided, a spirit of enterprise seized the peo-
ple, and o new impulse was given to the minds of men, which has resulted
in. mighty changes in the scientifie, commercial, and political - departments,
and which has mainly contributed in forming all the great outlines of modern
character.

But it remained for the nineteenth century to ‘open a treasure of knowl-
edge, and to present to the world a discovery more extensive in its informae.
tion, more glorious in its intelligence, and of greater magnitude in its final

_bearing upon men -and things, than all the discoveries of  Columbus and his
cotemporaries. T allude to this ancient American record. = By this means
. the history of the past, in relation to half the world, has been opened as far
back as the confusion of languagesat Babel. A nation whose “bones are
dried,” and whose ruined temples and monuments have reposed for ages in
silent, solemn, and awful grandeuar, has now spoken from the dust and reveal-
ed to the world their history, and with it their prophecies and their testimony of
Jesus as the risen Messiah and the Saviour of the world, not of Asia only, but
of America also. Fromthis record we learn the astonishing fact that the
Gospel was revealed among the ancient inhabitants of that continent, and the
risEN Jesus ministered v pErsON to them, setting in order all the offices and
ordinances of his kingdom, and opening all the great outlines of his doctrine,
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together with a knowledge of the future, down to the times of restoration,

of which we have spoken. By this means we are enabled to come toa

knowledge of these points of doctrine and prophecy, and to understand clear-

Iy that which has been rendered obscure by coming down  to us through:the

dark ages, robbed jof its plainness by:priesteraft and: superstition - and

mingled with the traditions of men. By this means we are enabled to under-

stand definitely the signs of the times, and how and when the prophecies are -
to be fulfilled n relation to the great revolution so clearly set forth in this

letter. And by this means we understand the fate of the world, and the des-

tiny to which the nations are hastening. ‘ . L S

This anclent record was discovered in 1827, in Western New-York, in the
bowels of the earth, where it had been concealed for 1400 years. It was there
deposited by a holy prophet, whose name was Moroni, in order to preserve it,
at a time when a great nation was overthrown.. It was translated and pub-
lished in English in 1830.. Since that time it has been a. principle meansin
the hands of God of working a greater revolution among men than was ever
known in so short a time. It has given rise to the Church of Christ of Lat-
ter-Day Saints, who were first organized with six: membaers on the 6th of
%pril, 1830, but who now number many thousands, both in America and.
Fiurope. , ‘ ~ : , B

. Thnis-.Church professes to hold to the ancient order of the Gospel, as reveal-
ed both in the Bible and in this American record.” They discard infant bap-
tism, as an invention of priest-craft, and hold to  the baptism of penitent be-
lievers for remission of sins;and to the gift of the Holy Ghost by the layingonof -
hands in the name of Jesus: and to the gifts of healing, prophecy, miracles,
&c. as Jesus has promised in his Word. - ‘ e

The Church of the Saints thus organized upon the ancient order and faith
once delivered to the saints, must grow and flourish, and spread among all
nations, and mustincrease in faith, and power, and might, and glory,until, ag
a bride adorned for her husband, she is prepared for her coming Lord, and
for the marriage supper of the Lamb, = TR R e e

Perhaps a few words of one of the prophets, as contained in this ancient
record, will serve toshew what is at hand to be fulfilled, in plainer terms than
any modern style of language can express.  From the 57th page of the first
book of Nephi, as contained in this ancient record, I extract the following: -

«The Lord will proceed to make bare his arm in the eyes of all the na-
tions, in bringing about his covenants and his gospel unto those who are of
the house'of Israel.  Wherefore he will bring them again out of‘ captivity,
and they shall be gathered together to the lands of their inheritance; and .
they shall be brought out of obscurity and out of darkness; and they shall
know that the Lord is their Saviour and their Redeemer, the mighty one of
Israel.  And the blood of that great and abominable Church, which is the
whore of all the earth, shall turn upon their own heads, and they shall be
drunk with their own blood.  And every nation which shall war agaist thee,
O house of Israel, shall be turned one “against another, and they shall fall
into the pit which they digged to ensnare the people of the Lord; and all
that fight against Zion shall be destroyed. ~And that great whore, who hath
perverted the ways of the Lord, yea, that great and abominable Church, shall
tumble to the dust, and great shall be the fall of it. For, behold, the time
cometh speedily that Satan shall have no more power over the heartsof_the :
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children of men; for the day soon cometh that all the proud and they whe

do wickedly shall be as stubble, and the day cometh that they must be burn-

ed. For the time soon cometh that the fullness of the wrath of God shall be

poured out upon all the children of men, for he will not suffer that the wick-
-ed shall destroy the righteous; therefore he will preserve the righteous by
> his power, even if it 'so be that the fullness of his wrath. must come, and the
" righteous be preserved, even unto the destruction of their enemies by fire.
Wherefore, the righteous need not fear, for they shall be saved, even if it so be
as by fire. Behold, I say unto you, that these things must shortly come, yea,
even blood. and fire, and vapour of smoke, must come, and it must needs be
upon the face of this earth; and it cometh unto men according to the flesh; if
it so be that they harden their hearts against the Holy One of Israel ; for be-
hold the: righteous. shall not perish; for the time surely must come, that all
who fight against Zion-shall be cut off. ~And the Lord will surely prepare a
way for his people, unto the fulfilling of the wordsof Moses, which he spake,
saying, “A prophet shall the Lord your God raise upunto you, like unto me;
him shall you hearin all things whatsoever he shall say unto you.” And it
shall come to pass, that all those who shall not hear that prophet shall be cut
off from among the people.

And now, I Nephi, declare unto you, that this prophet of whom Moses
" spake, was the Holy One of Israel, wherefore he shall execute judgment in
righteousness; and the righteous need not fear, for they are those who shall
not be confounded. - But it is the kingdom of the devil which shall be built up
among the children of men, which kingdom is established among them which
are.in" the flesh; for the time speedily shall come that all the churches which
are built up to getgain, and all those which are built up to get power over
the flesh, and those which are built up to become popular in the eyes of ‘the
world, and those ‘who seek the lusts of the flesh, and the things of the world,
and to do - all manner of imiquity; yea, in fine, all those who belong to the
kingdom of the devil are they who need fear and tremble, and quake; they are
those who must be brought lowin the dust; they are those who must be-consum-
ed as stubble. And the time cometh speedily that the righteous must be led up
as calves of the stall, and the Holy One of Israel must reign in dominion, and
might, and power, and great glory. And he gathereth his children from the
four quarters of the earth, and he numbereth his sheep and they know him;
and there shall be one fold and one shepherd; and he shall feed his sheep and
in him they shall find pasture.” \

Thave given the above extract from this ancient prophecy, in- order that
your Majesty, and the people of your dominion, may be aware of future
events which are nigh, even at the door.

I must close this letter by forewarning the Sovereign and people of Eng-
iand,in the most affectionate manner, to repent and turn to the Lord with
full purpose of heart. When I say repent, I mean my message for the lords
and nobles, clergy and gentry, as well as Sovereign and people. Let them
deal their bread to the hungry, their clothing to the naked; let them be merciful
to the poor, the needy, the sick and the afflicted, the widow and the father-
less; let them set the oppressed free, and break every yoke; and in order to
be able the more effectually to do this, let them dispense with their pride and
extravagance, their luxury and excess; for the cries of the poor have ascend-
up to Heaven, and their groans and tears have ascended up before the Lord,
and his anger is kindled; and he will no longer suffer their sufferings to ge
annoticed. o
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In short, let them bring forth fruits meet for repentence, and come and be
baptised in the name of Jesus, for remission of sins, and then shall they re-
ceive the Holy Spirit, and become the saints of the Most High, the children
of light; and signs shall follow them that believe, the sick shall be healed in
the name of Jesus, devils shall be cast out, the deaf shall hear and the dumb
shall speak, and the poor shall have the gospel preached unto to them. o

F Now if the rulers, clergy and peoph, of -England hearken to thls message,

they shall have part in this glorious kingdom so clearly set forth in this let-

ter; but if they will not hearken. to the words of the prophets and. apostles,
they will be overthrown with the wicked, and perish from the earth ~

The Lord God of Israel hath sent his ‘angel with this message to the chxla
dren of men; “to them that dwell upon the earth, and to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, fear God and give
glory to him: for the hour of his judgments is come. and worship him that
made Heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of water,” =

With sentiments of profound respect, and with the most anxious desu‘a
for the welfare and prosperity of the Sovereign and people of England, I
have the honor to subscrlbe m) self : , K R

Yom Majcsty s humble Servant '
‘ And Loyal Subject,

o , , B PARLEY P PRA‘T’P
Manchester, May 28, 1841,
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THE

- FOUNTAIN OF KNOWLEDGE,

‘Modern men have been traditionated to believe that a sacred book was
the fountain of Divine knowledge; That the heights and depths, and lengths
and breadths of heavenly intelligence is contained therein, and that the hu-
‘man mind must be limited and circumscribed thereby, so as never to re-
ceive one particle of knowledge except the small amount contained within
its pages, e Y : ’ '

This cannot be correct, as we shall now proceed to demonstrate.

~ However-sacred and true may be the principles containedin a book yet
‘these principles were true before they were written; and each truth was
revealed before it was written, consequently known before it was written;
“therefore it follows that all revealed knowledge was obtained without books
and- independent of themj;—while on. the other hand no sacred book could
come into existence without the pre-existence of all the prineiples of revealed |
knowledge contained therein. 1t is therefore a self-evident fact, that sacred
books are the productions ‘of revealed knowledge, and revealed knowledge is
not originally produced from books.. Hence a book cannot be the fountain
or source of knowledge; butis at best-buta stream from the fountain.

_Again all books written on perishable materials” are lable to destruction
But the fountain of knowledge cannot be destroyed. - And should all books
" be distroyed, all the knowledge contained in them would still exist, and man
might derive the very same knowledge from the very same fountain fron¥
whence it emenated previous to its being written, b »

Again, all mankind have not had the use of letters, they have hot béen
qualified to read books:  Very many of them havé lived in ages and in coun
tries where a copy of the bible could not be procured. . Theart:of printing i
amodern discovery; previous to this improvement every copyv must weed:
be written in manuscript at a vast'expense of time and labor, which place
them beyond the reach of the greater portion of communityy—not to mention|”
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the fact that even among the most enlighted portions of the earth the scup—

tures were prohibited by law from bemn possessed and read by the com-
mon people. Where then was the source of divine knowledwe to-‘which
these millions could come, and drink, and live; if not to the God of heaven
who revealeth secrets? If the sacred books were the onl y source of divine
know]edge, then salvation must have been very | 1m1ted indeed.

Again, a sacr~d book could never be made to contain a mllhonth part of
the knowledge which an intelligent bemg is capftble of recexvmg and compre-
hending. ‘ , .

Let us contemplate for a moment the mmd’s “capacity, small mdeed at flrst,
but capable of infinite expansion, while a boundless ﬁe]d is ex‘rended on all ,
sides, nviting enquiry and meditation. ,

O man! burst the chains ofmoxtality Wluch bind thee fast; unlock the pris-
on of thy clay tenement which confines thee to this gxovelmg, earthly sphere
of action; and robed in ‘immortality, wrapped in the visions of eternity, with
organs of sight and thought and speech which cannot be impaired or weak-
ened by time or use; soar with me amid unnumbered worlds which roll in
majesty on high. . "Ascend the he}ghts descend the depths; explore the -
lengths and breadths of organized existence. Learn the present facts, the
past history and future destiny, of things and beings: of God and his works;
of the organizations of angels, of spirits, of men and animals: of worlds and
their fullness; of thrones and dominions, principalities and powers. Learn
what man was before this life and what he will bein worlds to come. Or
seated ‘high on a throne celestial, surrounded with the chaotic ‘mass of
unor cramzed existence; search out the origin of matter and of mind.  Trace
them thr oughall the Wmdmgs of their varied order, till purified and exalted
all nature seeks a grand sublime repose and enters into rest; to change no
more.. . -Enter the sac1ed archives of the third heavens; hear with John the
seven thunders speak, while forked hghtmnrrs flash: around - thy  head; and
trumps and voices loud proclaim the mysteries which are not lawful for man
on earth to utter. And thus with knowledge stored, return-to earth, and
attempt to write all thou hast seen or heard or known of heaven and earth of
time and eternity, in a book. :

You will then 1e'1hze the truth of the ]anguaﬁe ofthe poet.

Could we with ink the ocean fill,

Was the whole earth of parchment made,

And every single stick a quill,

/. .And everyman ascribe by trade.,

To write the love of God above,

Would drain the oceandry, AR

Nor could the whole upon a scrolt. .. .. {7
~Be spread ‘from sky to sky o

eIt is niot then toa book however true or sacred or useful it may be fhat we
would point as’ the fountam of knowledge; but rather to the great fouritain

of light and truth enthroned in the midst of the heavens; the revealer of se-

crets and the author of all the truths in existence, Whethel wrltten or not

Knowledge from this source can onl y be deuved by means of d;rect reve~
Jation. - e
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It is communicated unto man by means of the voice of Jehovah; by the
ministry of angels; or by visions; and by dreams, as well as by the spirit of
prophecy and revelation.

By these means the ancients received all thelr knowledge of things past,
present, and to come, as well as all their knowledge of principles, doctrines
and commandments, by which they pleased God, and by which they obtain-
ed plomrses and a hope of immortality and eternal life.

~ By this means an Enoch was translated, a Noah saved from the flood; an
Abraham honored and feared among the nations; a-Jacob delivered; a Jo-
seph ex mlted to a throne.

By this means a Moses burst the chains of a tyrant and made a nation free.

By this means a Joshua conquered; anda David excel!ed all the wise men
of the east. '

By thlsmeans Jesus Christ conquered death and hell and ascended to the
throne of his father. By this means his apostles spread his gospel among the
nations with such unparalled success.” And in short, by thismeans a Joseph
in modern times has restored the fullness-of the gospel “raised the church out
of the wilderness; réstored to them the faith once delivered to the saints; and
caused them toescape the edge of the sword, to break off the fetters of i iron,
to burst the gloomy vaults of Missouri’s dungeons, to put to flight the
armies of the aliens, and to confound all the deep laid plots of wicked priests
and rulers Whlch have been laid for their destruction.

By this means the Latter Day Saints have risen from obscurity, and after
wading through seas of ~oppression; have obtdined their chartered rights;
have organized their councils, have commenced to rear their cities, and tem-
ples, have marshaled their legions and hurled “defiance at the enemies of
law and order, and have unfurled far on high the ensign of freedom: while
the wisdom of their legislation and the power and purity of their doctrine
have attracted the attentlon and won the admiration of millions at home and
abroad, who are rallying to the standard; and thus the nuclus is formed for
the umvmsal dominion of freedom, peace and truth; and f01 the ‘restoration
of uh things spoken by the prophets.

The gift of revelation is the key of knowledge. Without it we know
comparitively nothing, and with it we may know all things,even the deep
things of God.

From the fovegoing observations some persons may be disposed to take
advantage of the prejudice of the present age, by asserting that we are op-
- posed to the scriptures, or that we wish to throw them out of use, and to turn
the minds of men from them, or at least from a jost estlmatmn of their value:

But such is not the case.- ;

The scriptures are sacred and true, and useful in their place. Although
they are not the fountain of knowledge, nor do they contain all knowledge,
vet they point to the fountain, and are every Way calculated “to encourage
men to come to the fountain and seek  to obtain the knowledge and gifts of
God.~ For instance, who can read of a Noah saved from a ﬂood of an Abra-
ham delivered from famine and war, of a lot saved from the ﬁames of Sodem,
of a Joseph delivered from prison and exalted to a throne, of a Moses emanci-
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paiing a nation, of a Bamuel exalting and dethroning kings, of a David rising
from obscurity and contending with the legalized oppoemon of thrones and
dominions, till seated on the throne of nations he reigns trinmphantly glorr-
ous, and transmits to his son a kingdom, and riches, and wisdom, and:glory,
and honor, and power; far more excellent than had before been I\nown a-
mong men? Who can read of a Daniel arrayed in robes of royal state, to
preside over presidents of provinces, to teach senators wisdom, to insfruct-and
reprove kings of the earth, to penetrate with prophetic eye the distant fu-
ture, and to point out with nice precision the rise and fall of kingdoms, states,
and empires! Who can read of Zachariah and Elizabeth, of }oseph and Ma-
ry, of Anne and Simeon, of the Shepherds of the plains of Judah; of the wise
men. of the east, of John the Baptist and Nathaniel;of Jesus Ch1 ist and: hig
Apostles, of Paul and the dlsc‘,lples, of Cornelius and Annam 15, of the church-
es of Rome, of Corinth, and of Ephesus, of John on the TIsle of Patmus, and
- the seven churches of &sm, of Jew and Gentile; in shott of all the people of
God, under all dlspensatlons and circumstances, whether ‘patriarchal, Mosa-
ic or Christian; who can read of all these, instructed, governed; and pexfect-
ed by holding constant communion with heaven by revelations, by ‘visions,
by dreams, ‘and by angels and the spirits of just men made perfect, and not
feel a kindling desite in his bosom, to partake of the same blessings, aid to.
hold intercourse with the same powers? - Who, in view of all these would
not feel a desire to hear the voice of Jehovah, to be wrapped in the visions
of eternity; to gaze upon and hold converse with angels and spirits, to be in-
structed by visions and dreams of the night, and to peutake of the festlmony
of Jesus, the spirit of prohecy? DU e

Who with all these examples before hitn would not feel enccuraged dnd em-.
boldened to approach a throne of glaee, and seek for t‘mnga 50 1edaonable,
so-useful, and so delightful? :

But me thinks I hear the sighs and groans, and behold the- tears of a brok-
en hearted sinner whose bosom heaves with emotions of alternate hope and
fear, of doubt and desire, while faith on the one hand invites him onward,
and the strong bands of deep rooted tradition on  the other holds him back
and the precepts of men whisper in his ears, that revelation has ceased f01
ever, that visions, angels, dreams, and the gift of prophecy are not for us;
that we must be contented with the history - of what others h'we enJoyed
Wlthout expecting to enjoy the same ourselves. .

To such I would say, be not deceived, God is the same yesterday to day
and forever. His arm is not shortened that it cannct save; hisears are not:
heavy that he cannot hear; neither is he dumb that he cannot speak. His
angels are ministering spmts to the “heirs of salvat!on, and: his spirity is' the
same spirit of prophecy and 1evela‘uon that it'was in-days-of old. :

The scriptares command you to covet eamest‘v the best gtfts, but more
especially the spirit of prophecy. = Paul prays that you may be enriched with
the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowlodge of God. James says, “If
any man lack wisdom let him ask of God who giveth to all men liberally and
upbraideth not, and it shall be given him.” - Agam, Jesus Christ declairs, that
noman knows either him or his father, except it be revealed to him. -He al-
80 declmes that % to. know God and Jesua ©hrist whom he hath sent, is life
eternal.” ()onsequentlv all who enjoy etema,l life must know f'od by revela-
tion. to themselves. : S
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“(ome ye weary heavy laden,” ve humble seekers after truth, take
courage from:all these glorious examples and precious promises: lay hold of
the blessings which are calculated to exalt the mind, to enlarge the heart,
and to enlighten the understanding, and thus prepare and gualify poor worms
of the dust to shine with the wise as the brightness of the firmament and as

the stars forever and ever.

The scriptures are given for the very purpose of inviting and encouraging
men to come unto the great fountain of light and truth where they may enjoy
all the blessings which are recorded in them, as having been enjoyed by the
Ancients... And those who are contented to enjoy the history of blessings
instead of the blessings themselves, may be compared to a man on a desolate
island who has nothing to eat or to drink. But while he is famishing, and
ready to perish with hunger and thirst hie pulls a book from his pocket which
contains the history of a feast of things once enjoyed by his forefathers. . He
reads.-with rapture of delight of the delicious meets, the rich viands, the
sweet fruits and sparkling wines which were spread upon the plentious board,
and of the joys of those who feasted freely there. But these recollections
only. serve to whet his apetite, and to increase his cravings after food. In
the anguish of hopeless despair, he exclaims: O that T were at my father’s
house, O that I too might partake of the feast.. At this moment a messenger
appears: before him in the attitude of an-instructor, and kindly offers to re-
lieve him. . With a sudden ray of hope springing in his bosom and with an
.emploring:look of confidence he enquires; what must I do to be saved from
hunger and thirst and to feast as did my fathers? O fifend, save or T perish.

But judge his feelings of disappointinent and anguish when he is gravely
told by hisinstructor thiat he does not need food as his fathers did.- That it
was only given to them because they had no sacred record, no history of the
past to feast their souls upon, but now the cannon of feasting is'complete, the
record is full, he need not eat as they did, nor drink as they did; but to read.
the history of their feasting and to believe it and rejoice in it would answer
the same purpose, and that it was wicked and even presumptious to de-
sire.or ask any food other than that which the reading of their record afford-
ed him. In short, that they had'the feast and he had the history of it, which

~amounted to the same thing; and he must therefore be content.

- With these instructions he strives to restrain his apétite, he'condemns him-
self a hundred times for feeling hungry and a thirst; the keener his desires
for food and drink, the closer he pursues his study of the history of the feast-
ing. He reads it over and over again, he commits it to memory, he presses
it with fervor to his heart, he kisses it with reverence, he lays it for a pillow
when he - sleeps, and awakes but to read a new. -But: stillfinds no belief;
in spite of himself his soul hungers and thirsts for food, such as his parents en-
joyed and he pines outa wretched existence. Butreading still the history of
the past-he discovers at last that he had overlooked an important sentence;
a fsentence which informs him that he must partake of the food for himself
8s they did for themselves or starve to death; and at the same time a messen-
ger arrives with food, and wine in plenty, and kindly invites him to eat and
drink; nay, says he, my instructor told mie that this history was all the food
Ineed, that it was enough for me to read and believe that my fathers eat. that
it was all the same as to eat myself. But says the kind instructor, that man
was a deceiver, he has imposed upon you. Does not common sense teach
you; does not experience teach you, and does not the history itself teach
you that you must feast as well as they, or perish forever. The poor starv-
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ing man is at last brought to his senses and is prevailed on to eat and drink
and live. His spirits are then renewed, his soul is satisfied, and he looks
with astonishment and wonder upon his former absurdity and that of his
teacher and is surprised to think that such foolish ideas should have ever en-
tered the human mind. ~

So is the man, who, led by the vain traditions and precepts of men 1s made
to believe thatthe gifts of revelation, vision, the ministry of angels, and pro-
phecy, and all the keys of knowledge which the ancients did enjoy, are not
now needed, or to be enjoyed; but that the bible which contains the history

of them is all that is necessary. o e

O ye hungry, famishing souls” who have thus been deceived, rouse from
+ your slumbers, break of the shackles of your minds, burst through the thick
darkness and gloom of ages with which you are surrounded, and immerge
forth into the light and liberty of the gespel, that you may enjoy those great
and glorious priviliges which have been hid from ages and generations; ‘but
which are again made manifest in these last days, for the restoration of all
things spoken by the prophets. TR
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IMMORTALITY

AND

ETERNAL LIFE

Many philosophers and divines have written largely on the immortality of
the soul, while the body and its material connections have been almost éntire=
iy neglected or lost sight of, as amere temporary str ucture, h‘wmo- no inter-
est in, or connection with the life to come. - ;

‘An opinion plevalls that the material worlds, were formed from nothing;
they serve a rhomentary purpose, connected only with our present state of
tence, and are then to be annihilated,—that the life to come is a life
sly spiritual, havmg 1o connection w1th or dependence on any. thmw ma-

teriali

Hence the idea of a “God Wlthout body of pa1 ts”-— men Wlthout ﬂesh and
bones—and a heaven beyond the bounds of time and space=—a world with-
out builditigs, or materials out of which to form them, or foundation on which
to place them. Indeed, a world without food, clothing or any other sub-
stance, or property of which the mind can posmbly conceive. " And hence
too, the Qea, that all materialists must necessarily be mﬁdels. ' S

The object of the followmg treatice is to demonstrate both from revelatlon
and reason, that these are errors of the grosest kind—mere relics of myste-
cism and superstition, rivited upon the mind by ignorance and tradition—in
fact, that all persons except matenahets must be mﬁdels, so far at least as a
belief in the seripturés is concerned.  That 1 man’s body is'as eternal as hiz
soul, or his spirit
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That it is essential to his perfect organieation, and that both are degtined t(};

an eternal union in the life to come. That the earth and ot material bodies
are the subjects of redeeming 1<»ve. and are included as- principle objecfa
in the purchased possession.

In short, to set forth a system of. eternal life and 1mmmtdhty which will”
include the heavens and the earth, and the inhabitants thereof, with all ma-
terial substance.  An eternal life of realities, of bodies.and spirits immortal,
of flesh and bones incorruptable, of inheritances everlasting, of mansions
eternal, of food and clothing, and gold and silver, and precious stones, and
cities, wllagxes and gardens celestial; of rela ationship, and affections, and en-
dearments, and ‘zssouatfons, and loves, and conversations, and intellectual
enjoyments of every 1\11’1(1, in connection: with uches, and henor and thlonesr
and dominions, and principalities.and powers, which God hath laid up for
them thatlove him. A life and immortality which will be ot such thrilling in-
terest to all who understand it that kings would 1ehnqmsh their thrones and.
cast away their crowns to pozsessit. e

In order to convey some idea of the subject in h and bya srmple i lustxatlon
suppose for instance a medicine had been invented, which would prove an-
effectual remedy for pratn, with all its train of dwmdels, pams and sOrTrows;

-and by which the human system might be secuted from the effects of time
and age, and be venewed in all the {reshness, bloom and beauty of eternal
youth.  What price would be too dear, or what sacrifice too great in order
to obtain such a medicine.  Hohor; wealth, pfxm, 2456, BVETY Lhmg man could
posses in this vain world would be counfed 24 dross, and would be af once relin-
quished as the merest trifle, in order to obtam so inestimable o blessmg, agan
eternal deliverence from disease and death. And “this even with a view of
only a natural or temporal existence in this imperfect world. . Philoso-
phers and siatesmien, heroes and conque*o&s., philanthropists 'md benefac-
tors, kings and commoners, have-each in turb, in the midst of their vast plans,
projects, and pursuits, looked upon the monster death as the king of terlols,
who stands in their way, like Bunion’s Apolion, to cut short their journey in.
pursuit of fame or wealil h, of honor or renown. And who, like a terrable ty-
mnt, mingles his pcnson in every cup of bliss and weakens all theu %Syn’a—
tions. :

But could we gain a victor v over thxs monster with all hls train of dxssasesy
and live forever in this life of mingled bliss and sorrow: such an order
things though vastly precious and desirable to short sighted mortals, must
fall mﬁmtelv short, in comparison of that state of perfection to which worl
are destmed to arrive, in the’WISdom and order of their gleqt creator”

Perhaps by this time the reader will be ready to lay this book aside. Wlth
contempt and to suppose that such a system is too good to be true; and that
no satisfactory proof can. be presented to the mind, of = life and destiny so.
different from the conceptions of men in general; but to such I would say,
be patient, read a little farther; and a little farther still, and you shall be fully
satisfied that a material “renovation and eternal life is not only supported by
revelation and reason, but that it is the only system of salvation revealed to
man; and the only order of things promised, expressnd or hoped for bv Je esus.
Christ and his prophets and apostles. e

Man, unenhghtened in regard io the past and futum, may be co.npared to
a passenger on a vessel ﬁo'xtmg swiftly down the current of an unknown
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river; swrrounded with a dark mist which obscures from view every object
in the distance. He sces the surface of the river immediately around him,
and gliding swiftly onward, while its scurce and termination are both equal-
ly wrapped in mystery,and to him unknown.

“Bois'man on the stream of time. At the first dawn of reason and reflec-
tion, he finds himself afloat on a current which bears him swiftly onward;
while he knows not from whence he is, nor whither he goes, A mist too
deep and dark for mortal eye to penetrate, shuts in his vision on every hand;.
while an unexplored eternity expands before, behind, and all around him.

“Revelation and reason, like the sun of the morning rising in its strength, dis-
pel. the mists of darkness which surround him; till at length heaven’s broad,.
eternal day expands before him, and eternity opens to his vision. He may
then gaze with rapture of delight, gnd feast on knowledge which is boundless.
as-theocean from which it eminates,

There are two important facts connected with material existence, which ap-
pear. self evident to . every reflecting mind; and which are no where contra-
dicted by any discoveries made by the aid of either revelation,-science or
reason, they are as follows: : :

1st. Matter cannot be originated from nonentity.
2d. . Matter caunot be annihilated.
Heuce it follows that the original elements of matter are eternal

1 am awatve that'it' has been often asserted that in six, days God made all
things out of “nofhing,” but such an idea is no where found in the scriptures.
It has originated in the mysticisms of modern times, and been kept alive by
ignorance and folly. ‘

The Hebrew word baurau, translated he (God) created, does not signify
that he: originated . matter from - nothing;. but, implies: that he formed, built,
made Or organized it. For instance, we say of a mechanic, that he created a:
building, a watch, or a steam engine; ‘that is, he made it out of existing mat-.
terials, ... . . : \

~As a proof that we have applied the term “create” correctly, we would
here offer several examples, where the Almighty created beings out of mate-
rials, and not out of nothing. For instance, he made fish-and fowl out of
the ‘water:-he also created cattle, beasts, and. creaping things'out of the
ground; and he created man also out of the ground, and woman out of a rib.

S0, when we-read that God. made-the heavens and the earth; we under-
stand that he made them out of eternal elements, by organizing, combining,
seperating and-arranging them in such manner-as to form earth, air, water,
fire, etc. each in their repective place, proportion and order.

The earth and other planetary systems thus formed from original chaos
would still, while. without inhabitants or productions, be considered empty
and desolate. Hence the Hebrew words o hoo vaubohoo ave introduced in
the original text, to express this idea; and should be translated, empty and
desolate: the sentence would then read, the earth was empty and desolate, in-
stead of, ¥the earth was without form and void.” The latter sentence is a
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contradiction fo ifself, as well as to common sense. Nothing can exist and
still be without form and wvotd. '

The great architect of the heavens and of the earth, having organized and
'lrldnﬂEd a world finds it still empty and desolate. He then proceeds to the
orgamzatlon of animal and vegetable life, all' of which he fmmed ﬁom exist-
ing elements, and not from ﬂotmnw : :

Now ifit were in his power to form them out of notl hing, Why make use of -
earth in order to form man, and beaSL55 and plants, and floweérs? and Why sub-
ject Adam to a deep sleep and the loss of a rib, as a material out of which to
make a woman, when it was just as easy to have formed her out of nothing 21! -
As scripture no where gives us to understand that things. were made fxom
nothing, let us turn to reason and phil osophys"

These would teach us that something cannot be m’xde out of nothlng, be~
cause this would contradict a manifest law of truth. ' 3

The laws of fruth are omnipotent and unalterable—no ’DOVVE). in hewen
ov on earth can break them in_the least degree. ~Among these laws we find
that two and two make just four—that five from eight Teave three, and that
nothing added to nothing is nothing still. - And ten thm,szmd ‘nothings multx—
plied together cannot increase the amount. S ‘ G

If it still be argued that somethmw can be nnde from nothlng, we Would
enquire how many solid feet of nonentlty it would require to .make one solid
foot ef material substance? The very idea i is the chmaz of absmdlty : )

Therefore we argue that it is a self evident fact, cleaﬂy manlfested 0 eve-
ry reflectiing mind, “that the elements of matterare eternal. That the earth
was formed out of the eternal elements, and man’s body out of the earth.
These facts are not only proven from scripture, reason and philosophy, but
~are also demonstrated or confirmed by daily experience. = The work of crea-
~ tion has been-proceeding in every age up to the present time upon the same
v unchangable principles. "That 1s, a all material organization in our world is

pxoduced fronv- the-earthy: or from its-own. elements, as we daily witness;:
while there is not a single instance of a thing, or being, produced from 110th~
ing, so far as has come within the sphnre of man’s- obsel vation. ~

»Modern dzacoveues in the science of geology have had a tendency to lllus~
trate and confirm these important facts; and to explode the systems of mys-
: tmlsm, which while they throw a vail over the wholé subject; as if too sacred
for investigation, would fain make the world believe, that a God without
body or parts, whese centre is every where and his circumferance no where; -
~ originated all things from nothing, some six thousand. years since, while at the
¢ game time formations are found in the bowels of the earth whlch lndlcate an.
., existence of perhaps hundleds of thousands of years. :

These narrow minded sectarians whose motto - is that “zgnomnce is the
. mother of devotion,” not only shun all investigation® on - these subjects and
- teach others so to doy but they would fain compel all scientific men to be

infidels whether they are ‘willing or not. That is, they would compel them

to dishelieve in the revealed word of God, or else on the other hand. deny
- plain facts which they know perfectly to be true. - On the other hand, many
_ well informed men fall into-unbelief of the scriptures, simply for Want of
knowledge to distinguish between that which is really revealed and the mys-
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ticisms abeurdities and nonsense which ignorance, bigetiy and superstition
have thrown over it. .

Suppose for instance, discoveries should yet be made which would demon-
strate that some of the formations of our earthhad existed for millions of years.
This would prove that sectarianisi is false in its statement, that God made all
things out of nothing some six thousand years ago; but it would not prove
anything against the idea that he organized the earth at that time out of the
ruins of a former world; or out of elements which had existed from all eter-
nity. Therefore, for ought that appears in the history of creation, the scrip-
tures might still be true. :

Again, the first idea which we receive from Moses in regard to the exis-
tence of the earth, is, that it was overwhelmed in, or mingled with the ele-
" ‘'ments of water. Whether this state represents the ruins of some former world

destroyed by a flood, or whether it was the begining of an original organiza-
tion, he does not inform us. . But suffice to” say, God’s spivit moved upon the
surface of the waters, and he gathered or assuaged them so far, that some
pait of the globe became dry land. This, together with the flood of Noah,
abundantly accounts for the shells and other marine formations, found in the
interior of the earth, in the tops of the high mountains and in the interior of

“vast continents; proving thatall parts of the earth had at some remote period
been fora long time overwhelmed in water.

-Having arrived by careful investigation to oNE iMPORTANT FacT, and that s,
that the "elements of matter are eternal; that they are coexistant with the
life time of the Almighty; we now proceed to the investigation of the other
proposition, viz: that no.material substance can be annihilated, As we have
“shown the absurdity of a meterial substance being produced from nonentity,
we must now show the utter impossibility of its ceasing to exist. = One error
is often productive of'a thousand more, while the discovery of one truth often
turns the key fo lanumerable other truths, - One of the foundation errors of
“modern times is the beliefl in a Deity without body or part, whose centre is
. every where, and circumference no where. This leads to the idea that we,
i order tobecome like him, must become immaterial belngs, and cease to be
connected with material things, Consequently, the material world is by
“such, considered as o work of yesterday, originating from nothing, to serve a
‘momentary purpose, like the temporary frame-work beneath a stone arch, and
. destined to be torn down: and cease to exist the moment the key-stones are
placed in the spiritual structure, Such persons would go on from one error
to another, deceiving and being deceived, till in their imaginations and hopes,
(in the language of Milton,) “the great globe itsélf would desolve, and disap-
pear like the baseless fabric of a vision,” and all the material orbs which shine
. with resplendent glory in the firmament of heaven would cease to be: and
.2 God without body or parts, high seated on a topless throne, far beyond all
- space, and surrounded with myriads of beings like himself; (that is, without
body or parts,) would be all inalls SIS ‘

. What then could exist, [ answer nothing. - Tet thousand such Gods, and
_thrones, and places, and beings, all taken together, would be of less conse-
quence than the smallest part of an atom. In fact they could neither be sub-
‘stance nor shadow. ~Ihere confess that a God without body or parts as des-
~cribed in the Church of England Confession of Faith, in the Presbyterian
‘Articles, and in the Methodist Discipline: and as worshipped by. a large por-
tion of christendem, is not with me an object of veneration, fzar, or love.
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It is not in his power to hate or lov e, or to do good orevil to any being
whatever. But when this same God is said to have “his center every wheré
and his circumference no where, it forms in the rational mind a monster so
mconcelvably absurd, that I am almost tempted to indulge in irony and
compare it to the Paddy’s deffinition of the term nothing, “a_footless stocking
without aleg.” Pardon me, ye worshippers of this smculal God, 1. ought to
respect your feelings and rights sufficiently to refrain from any express:orx
that would wound your feelings in the least. wr ‘

But “to return to the main thread of our subject, viz: - the 1mp0551b1hty of
the annihilation of matter, we would enqune in the fivst place What the scnp«
tures reveal on the sub;ect. , , i

. ‘The Psalmist declares that the heavens and the eax th shaH be folded up
‘as'a Veature and that they shall be changed. .

Isaiah and other prophets testify that they will be bumed and pass away
“and there will be a new heavens and a new ear th

~ The Apostles adopt the same language on this subject w1th thlS addlnogr,
‘that the “clements shall melt with fervant heat.” ~ And finally the Lord de—
‘clares by the mouth of John, saying: *Behold I make all things new.”
Now every one the least acquainted with terms, must know that none of these
expressions convey the least idea of annihilation; but on the contrary they
clearly reveal the destiny of the material World viz: that the'elements are
to be melted, changed, purified, and renewed; even arr TuiNes.  Anditis
"furthex said, that the new heavens and the new ear th shaH endure foxever.

« “Therefore the scriptures decide in the most definite terms that nethmg wﬂl
be annihilated; but that ell thmgs will be made new. ; ‘

: The science of cnemlstly serves to illustrate the sub;ec*t in the most clear
and lucid manner.  Forinstance, by burning or melting any substance, nat
“one particle is annihilated, they are only sepalated decomposed, analized;
and changed, and could the whole operation be reversed they would be res-
tored to then former state without the loss of a- smg}e particle. :

If then, we find ourselves composed of, and associated Wlth materlal sub-
f‘stance, which is eternal in its elementary plmmples, and msep'uably cons ect«
_ed withall organized existence in all worlds, past, present, and to coine, We
‘must teel the same interest in, and the same solicitation for the ‘salvation, ex--
altatlon, and perfectzon of our bodies that we do for our souls, or spmts. :

**But a terable and appalently insurmountable barrier plesents itself at the
'Vel) outset of the subject of the salvation of the body. Itis this. Our ex-
‘perience proves, that our material bodies are subject to dessolution, decay or
“death. -1f there isno remedy for thls, if there is" no conqueéror, no. deliverer
from this awful monster: no resteration from under his domigion, then fare-
well to all our hopes, as to the salvation of the material body. For, notwith~
:st‘mdmg its elementary pnncxples are eternal, yet its prese’lt organlzatlon,
‘its shape, form, and _proportions, comequenﬂ} ltﬂ assomatlon with our spmts
‘must have an end :

The gxeat mquny at lengtb ariges, which is pelhaps of more 1mportance
to the welfare and happiness of our being than any other point now under
consideration. Ts death,or dessolution mqepamb}v connected witha ma.xena}'
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“organization? is it an elementary principle, an attribute of all material exis-
tence? that is, are all material formations of such a nature that they must,
according to the laws of their existence, wax old, decay and die? To this
inquiry we answer in the negative, ' a

~Fhe whole material world, in its first formation was good: the maker him-
self being judge.. There is no intimation of any principle of death, pain, sor-
row,-dessolution or decay, as connected with any part of all his works, while
existing in their original purity; neither have we any reason to believe that
they were so constructed as to be incapable of enduring forever, B

-~ We may therefore contemplate Adam and Eve in possession of material bo-
dies, as free from death as the angels of God; as capable of eternal duration
as God himself; and standing upona planet equally prepared for eternal dura-
tion, with immortal beasts, and birds, and fishes, springing into joyous exis-
tence all around him; while to him is committed this glorious and eternal do-
minion, as a king elect, a sovereign prince forever. '

In this world of original life and purity, we discover at once the ‘purpose,
the object and uses of every part of our material system. The earth, asa
~necessary foundation, or dwelling place of animal existence, teaming with
every variety of production, calculated for their increase and comfort. The
material body, with all its organs of power, with all its parts so constructed
as that each performs a part which is indispensibly necessary for the comfort
and convenience of the whole..  For instance, the eyes to see, the ears to hear,
the mouth to taste, the hands to handle, the feet to walk, the tongue to speak,
etcs, each of which principles directly contribute to the happiness of our be-
ing. To dispense with either of these parts would be to diminish a portion of
our enjoyment without which we could not arrive at perfection. Such then,
is- the nature and purpose of our material being, considered in its- original,
pure and uncerrupted state,

.~ How then shall we account for the introduction of pain, sickness, disease,
~sorrow, and death into a world so happy, and so good?

-+ The seriptures inform us that Adam and Tve transgressed the law of their
creator, and that the penalty’is prarm,  Here it is said. by Paul, « that sin
entered into our world and death by sin.”  “That death is the wages of sin.”
Also, that, “by one man came death.” Again,* the sting of death is sin; and
the strength of sin is the law.” ; -

Here then, is the root of the evil. ‘Hence lies the whole mistakes Instead
of death being necessarily connected with our original nature, he has intrud-
ed himself into our midst, as an enemy to happiness. Once he had no place,
power-or dominion in our world; nor could he enter there till sin, that vile
traitor prepared his way, and opened to him the gates. - He soon entered in
trininph, with his numerous train of associates: dethroned old father Adam,
our lawful sovereign, and put our garrison to the sword. '

- He then usurped the dominion of the earth; placed his numerous ministers
in poweraround his royal person: and thus commenced the reign of terror,
which has caused “all creation to groan in pain together until now: waiting

for the redemption of the bodys

So long; and so little interrupted has been his reign, that many of his sub-
jects have concluded it is his right, They therefore resign their bodies
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“together with the earth and its fullness to his everlasting dominion; and as -
~ they suppose to eternal dessolution and distruction: being quite contented in
~ the hope, (like Socrates,) of escaping with nothing but their spirits, to some
immaterial world. ‘ s

Having shown that the elements of matter are eternal: that they did not
originate from nonentity and cannot be annihilated: thatthey have their uses,
which are essential to our happiness; and that” death'is not connected with
our original nature; and consequently makes nonecassary part of our materi-
a] organization; butisa usurper, a tyrant,” to. whom -we have been subject;
“not willingly but by reason of him who hath subjected ihe same in’ hope.”
We must now inquire after the great plan of deliverance and restoration. =

“As in Adem cll die, cven soin Christ shall ull be made alive.” ~ “As by one' .
man came death, by one man comes also, the resurrection of the dead.”  Christ
came to desiroy him who had the power of death, that is the devil; and to des
liver those who, through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bond-

age.”  So saya the great apostle.

From the above texts, and from what follows we shall be able to demon-
strate that one of the principle objects of our blesseéd Redeemer in coming in-
to our world, was the redemption of our material ' bodies, and the restoration
of the whole phisical world from the dominion of sin, death, and the cursé.

If we can give one example of a material organization; of flesh and bones,
actually rescued from the dominion of death-and the grave, and made immor-

tal, and capable of eternal existence, then the immortality of the body is clear-+

ly established: and the same example will form a precedent; from which,

{reasoning from analogy,) we may draw a safe conclusion as to the redemp-

- tion of all others, especially if we have direct and positive promises to that
effect. ‘ o SRR s e

‘Sven was Jesus CHRisST, THE CRUSIFIRD AND RISEN. Savior. It was not

enough that he should die for the sins of the world; but he must also rise
Sfrom the dead. "Christ Jesus'and' him crucified. would ‘never have been -
preached by, Peter, Paul or any one else, as glad tidings of salvation if he had
not risen from the dead. A gloomy solemn silence brooded over all nature,
and the once eloquent tongues of the apostles themselves were staid with .
grief, and their lips sealed with sadness, and the death gloom of dispair hung
upon their brows, and settled with deep desponding melancholy upon their
hearts. * Till on a sudden they “were begotien again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of their master from. the dead.” When they first saw him they
(like the mystics of moderen times,) supposed it was only & spirit, they seem-
ed to have noidea of a physical or material salvation, or existence beyond
the grave. But, like Socrates, Plato, Confucius, and cther heathen philoso-

phers they thought of nothing more than a spiritual existence.

But judge their surprise and joy, and wonder, when he exclaimed: “Han-
dle me and see; for a spirit hath not FLESH and BONES as ye see me have.

Here was an end of misticism; hers was a material salvation; here was
flesh and bones, immortal, and celestial,” prepared for efernal bloom in the
mansions of glorys and this demonstrated by the sense of seeing, feeling, and

hearing,

%
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What say ye, my readers, who is the infidel? Is it the materialist who
believes in the eternal existence of matter in union -with mind? Orisit he
who, like the heathen, only fancies to himself an immortality m some fairy
world of spirits, some heaven without substance? Or in the language of a
modern christian poet: '

# Where is heaven? beéyond ‘all space,
The distance mind ‘can'never trace.”

But to return from our short but fanciful flight to a-world whichonly exists in
the imagination of sectarians, heathen philosophers, and poets, to our world of
realities and tangibility. - The aposties not only handled him, and examined
his wounds, but eat and drank, and walked, and conversed with him, and
found him every way adapted and qualified for an active and useful life; and
for an enlarged sphere of action, as a king, lawgiver, priest, mediator, judge,
and conquerory and- preacher of the gospel.  Hitherto his labors had been
confined to Judea, and to his own kindred and people in that small province
which gave him birth. = But now he might with propriety exclaim, in the
language of Montgomery: . =
““Heaven’s broad day hath o’er me broken, , B

AT
. g
N

B . Far above earth’s span of sky.. L . iy
©%d w000 Am Idead ?. Nay, by this token :
e DT Know that Thave ceased to die.?

‘Unfettered from the. bonds of mortality and death, and clothed with or-
Fans,fs‘trong and lasting as the immortal mind; and no longer governed by the
aws of this limited sphere of action, he conld soar away to distant continents
and islands; bevond the towering waves and boisterous sterims of ocean; and
there in other tribes and tongues, make -known the glad tidings of immortal-
ity and eternal life. : : o '

Or winging his way to the abodes of spirits in prison he could there preach -
deliverance to the captive and the opening of the prison to them that are
‘bound, and thus bind up the broken hearted, and comfort all that mourn.. Og.
taking leave of earth with all its cares and sorrows, and of the dark regions of
the unhappy dead; once dark but now: illuminated with a. ray of hope; he
could wing his way to the mansions of his father, and sit down on his throne,
as the joy and comfort of better worlds; till the times. of restoration should
call him again to earth, to reign on the throne of his father Jacob; and to
tﬁke the universal government of the purchased- possession; as a king over all
the earth. ‘ IR R , Lo

His deciples, being by tangible evidence now delivered from mysticism, and:
made. to realise in the most lively manner, a real and substantial salvation
from sin, death, hell, and the grave, were filled with joy, as intense as was
their sorrow; and were now prepared, when the appointed time should ar-
rive, to be the bearers of glad tidings indeed, to a dark and benighted world:
a world who through fear of death had been all their: life-time subject to bon-
dage. . They not only preached Jesus Christ and him crucified: but they tes-
tified of his resurection, and that he would change our vile bodies, and fash-
ion them like unto his glorious body. L

This was a message precisely adapted to the wants of the people; it fitted
their casey and it still fits ours. What is it my friends which makesus unhap-
py? Why do we mourn? and why is our souls sorrowful? In short, why
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does all creation groan in pain together? The answer is:—DEATH, DISEsSE,
SICRNESS, PaIN, and pEata. These, together with our sins, weigh us.down in:
gloom and sorrow till me thinks a visttor from a world of eternal life would
hardly be able to look upon our world and contemplate the scene. for a mo-
ment. In view of these things an aged poet exclaimed:. ' ’

“Pve seen yon weary winter’s.sun, .
Twice forty times return.; . : e :
And every time has added proof - AL
That man was made to mourn,*: . :

What kind of salvation then do we need? Ireply, we need salvation from

death and the grave, as well as from our sins.. ‘And we have now shown -

clearly that this is the salvation provided and brought to light by the gospel;
A salvation not only of our spirits, but of our body and parts, of. our flesh and
bones, of our hands, and feet and head, with every organ, limb and joint.
What kind of sulvation does the earth need, in order to fitit for the abode of
immortal man? I answer, it needs a redemption from the withering curse of
sin and restoration to its paradistical state.  The inquiry now arises whether
this salvation will be universal as it relates to the redemption of the body; to

which I answer in the affirmative, as proved by the texts before quoted. This
gives tise to another Inquiry, viz: whether all ' who'rise from the dead will be

equally  happy? to which Tanswerwo. After the resurrection of the body,
men are to be judged according to their works; and will enjoy that which they

are prepsred to enjoy. For instance, our works detérmine. the time of-our”

tising, as well as the enjoyments which we shall possess.  We read, Rev. 20,

that their will be a first resurection, enjoyed by the blessed and holy; while
the rest of the dead will not rise till a thousand years afterwards. =~ =

Again, we read that among the servants of God one man is' made ruler
~over ten cities; another over five; another over none; notwithstanding they
all rise from the dead, I : - e ‘

- So we see, the great object of our life should be to secure a part in the
first Tesurrection, and also to secure all the glory and dominion and power and
might and possession and happiness which 1t is possible for us to secure, by

~faith, and obedience to the commandments of the risen Jesus. S
In'the resuivection, and the life to come, men that are prepared will actual

ly possess afmaterial inheritance on the earth.  They will possess houses; and
cities, and villages, and gold and silver, and precious stones, and food,: and

rayment; and-they will-eat, drink, converse, think, walk, taste, smell and erh

joy. They will also sing and preach, and teach, and learn, and investigate;
and play on musical instruments, and enjoy all the pure delights of affection,
love, and domestic felicity. - While each, like the risen Jesus can take his
friend by the hand and say: “ Handle me and see; for a spirit hath not flesh
and bones, as ye see me have” R . L :

We shall now proceed to examine the writings of the prophets and apostles’
on this subject, in order to show that'a material existence in the flesh, upen
the earth, in their glorified dnd risen bodies. was the ‘doctrine uniformly
taught and embraced by holy men of old; and that they all lived and died;in
hope of no other, than a material immortality and eternal life. ;

To begin"ét't‘he fountain }iead,"let me say that God, the father of our Lord

Je‘sus‘Christ,' is every where in the seripture revealed ag a being possessing ,

- www.LatterDayTruth.org .




3]

a bodily organization m all its parts,  He is said to have head, eyes, ears,
mouth, nose, nostrils, face, arms; hands, fingers, backparts, feet and all other
parts. It is also said that man was made in his likeness and image. Jesus
Christ is also represented to be the express image of his person.

Froni all these facts we learn that God the father has areal and substan-
- tial existence in human form and proportions, like Jesus Christ, and like man;
Men’s precepts would carry the idea that it was the “moral image” only and
not the physical likeness of Deity that man was formed to represent. - But as
we find no such term in the scriptores as “ moral image;” and as we pre-
‘sume God has no inimoral image or liketiess, having but one image or
‘likeness, and that'is his featares, shape or form, which is said to be like Jesus,
and like man, therefore we can only judge of his existence by the pattern
which represent{s him. - But it is said that % God is « spirit.” . This1s often
quoted to prove that he does not'exist in a personal or bodily form.” But:'1
would inquire of such, what a spiritis? Is there such a being asan individu-
al intelligence in personal form, without flesh and bofieg, and without the
- “grosser properties ol matter which are tangible to our senses, or touch? We
‘treely admit there is,  IFor such ‘are we, while our bodies are in the gtave.
. But who shall say that an individual spirit of “this kind, is not an organized
“personage of a proper shape, form, and proportions; and who shall'say they
are not composed of natter, although of a‘more subtle and refined nature than
we are prepared fully to comprehend, while moving in olr present sphere?
The fact is; mortal man knows but a very little 1n. regard to the more refined
properties of matter as it approashes the confines of spiritvality and approxi-
“mates towards its highest state of refinement, in order to form those links
. which connect it with mind, or with intelligence. Suffice it to say, that reasorn
and experience teaches that every individual intelligence, must have a defliv
‘nite centre and circumference, deflinite form and shape, and must therefore
occupy a certain point in space. And therefore to say that an individual in-
-telligence really:exists, “whose centre is every where and his circumference né
- ihere; or even to. assert-that an individual intelligence can personally occu-
‘py iwo distinet placesat the same time is worse than -nonsense; it is folly i
the extreme. y o

oIt as'clearty manifest- that Jesus-Christ himself ¢annot occupy “more. thay
one place at a time, in person. And we believe it is admitted on all handsg
-that he partakes of all the fullness of the God-head; ard has the same power
“as his father; and is glorified with the same glory.” :Indeed, in his prayer to
the father, he admits that they are one; and prays that his disciples: may be’
ong with them is ey arE oNE. Now, if the father’s centre is every where
“and his ‘circumférence no where; then Jesus Christ -is the'same 3 and if the
father and son are thus, then all his disciples must. i turn-have their centre
“every where and their circumference no where, in order to be one, as they

“are one. Again, if the father is without body or parts, then the son must

also be without body or parts in order to be like him: and if the father and
.son.are thus, then his desciples must be without body or parts, in order that
the prayer may be answered; which was; that* the father.and-sonand hi§ dis-
‘ciples might'be onr In the same sense of the word. - Whata world of miste-
ry has been thrown over the subject of the oneness of the father and the son,
when the simple truth is this: they are one in the same sense of the word;
- thatall the children of God are required tobe one: that is, one by perfect a-
greement. “God is a spiril,” so is Jesus Christ a spirit, and so are we spirits.
But then some spirits are associated and connected with bodies of flesh and
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bones, and some are not.  But all intelligent beings have a personal 1dentxty‘q‘ L

and embodiment; whether it be of flesh or bones, or of some substance more
refined. The only difficulty remaining to be solved, is this, how or in what
sense can an organized intelligent belng be every where present? - To this
mquuv we 1eply not in person, but in influence or 1ep1esentatron. In this
latter sense of the word at least, it may be said that Queen Victoria is present

in.China, in India, and many other places at the same time. That is, she.

*has representatives there. So is it with God. e has from all eternity to
all eternity a priesthood of the order of his son which is after the power of an

endless life, without beginning of days or end of years. This delegated author-

ity acts in his name, and by his power when and wherever it is commission-
ed. It does the work that he would do if present on the same occasion, &
reception or rejection of any person holding this power and authority is_em-
phatically rejecting or receiving him that sent them.  Hence Christ saxd to
those whom he sent: whoso receiveth you receiveth 1 ﬂe, and who 50 receiv-
‘eth-me receiveth him that sent me. o

But besides this representatwe presence, there is another sense in which

God may be every where present, not in person; but by a proceeding prin-
ple which emenates from him to fill the immensity of space; which princi-

ple is light.  This proceeding  principle is in all thmgs, and is the law by g

“which they live and move and have'a bem«r ~

But to return to the examination of the prophets and apostles, on the sub-

ject of man’s material existence and inheritance in the life to come. As Job-

1s one of the most ancient writers let us commence with his testimony. ~ Job,

“what : say ye? did youlook fora material existence on the earth after the res

Tworms dl%thY this body, yet m my ﬁesh shall T see-God.”

“ And

wurrection, or otherwise? - Ans. I know that my redeemer liveth, and that

‘e shall stand at the latter ‘day upon the earth: and thou%h after my skin
ob 19,25, 26.

‘Let the Psalmist next speak: Come David, speak out, and tell us What you”

kfiow on this'subject.  “The righteous shall mherlt the Iand and dwell theré-
in forever.” Psalm 37, 29.

Sslomon, are you of the same mind of your father? if so speak “The up-
Tight ‘shall dwell in the land, and the perfect shall remain in it.” Provs 2d.
st

Isaxa.h Your turn  comes. next, what do you testify 1. “Thy people also

shall be ad nghteous they shall inherit the land forever.” Isa. 60, 21.-

4 For as the new heavens, and the new ear th WhlchI will make shall re-
main before me saith the Lord, so shall your seed and your name remain.”
. shall conie to pass that from one new moon to another, and from

7. : Jsaiah- 64, 22, 23.

» Ezekzel ‘as you are a witness in this case, please relate %0 us whethr | any
thing was revealed to youin regard to the resurrection of the mate rw.l body,

and s ﬁnal res'dence on the earth

wSo 1 propheswd as I wag commanded, andas - prophesied- there wasa’

Anozse, ‘and, behold a shaking and the dones came together, bone to hls bone. :
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o “And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up ugon them, and
the skin covered them above.

“And the breath came into them, and they 4ved, and stood upon their feet,
an exceeding great army.”

¢ Thus saith the Lord God, behold, O my people, I will open your graves,
and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of
Israel.  And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I have opened your
graves, O mv people, and brought you up out of your graves, and shall put my
spirit in you, and you shall live; and I shall place you'in your own land: then
;l:all ve know that I the Lord have spoken it, and performed it, saith the

ord.” s R : :

% And they - shall dwell in the land that. 1 have given unto Jacob my serv-
anty wherein your fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they
and their children-and their children’s children forever: and my servant Da
vid shall be their prince forever.”

: “ Moreover, I Will“make a covenant of peace with them; It shall be an ever-
lasting covenant with them; andI will place them, and multiply them, and will
set my sanctuary in the midst of them forevermore.” = Ezekiel 37.

- We 'Will"nowi‘disnnis‘s this‘?witness who has spoken to the point; and call up-
on Daniel. . . B :

- “And many of them that slep in the dust of the earth shall awake. Dan-
iel12th.ed. =~ o L ~ ‘
- % And the kingdo‘m&nd dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom unpEr .

7HE wHOLE HEAVEN shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most
“High.” Dan. 7,27, R
Very well Daniel. Now. Lere comes little Hosea to giVé his voice among
the rest. Heve him, ‘ E ‘ Comie
« 1 will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem’ them
from death. = O'death, I will be thy plague; O grave, 1 will be thy destrue-
tion.”’  Hosea 13, t4. : e L s -

- Let us now hear Zechariah.

Lg And‘ﬁis (the LOl'd?sj foet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives .
which is before Jerusalem on the east.” “And the Lord my God shall come,
and all the saints with thee.”  “And the Lord shall be king over all the earth; -

in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one.”

. “All the land shall be turned as a plain, from Geba to Rimmon, south of |
‘Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place from Benja- -
min’s gate, unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and fromthe
tower of Hananeel unto the king’s wine-presses. And men shall dwell in it
z_m;li g}erg ’s’hall; be no more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely’
mnabited. G : - =

; ::‘“}A'Dd it shall be that whoso, will not come up of ali the families of the land
unto Jerusalem to worship the king, the lord of hosts, even upon them shall;
be no rain.” Zek. 14,7 E ‘ :
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Having selected a few out of many of the most important thnesses on
this subject, from the Old Testament, we will now proceed to an examina-
tion of New Testament witnesses: beginning with Jesus Christ. :

¢ Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit Tee rarTn.” ¢ Thou ehalt
call his name Jesus.” « He shall be great, and shall be called the son of the
Highest; and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David;
and he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his kmgdom there
shall be no end.”, Luke 1st. 31, 32. : o .

“So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruptxon;~1t s
raised in incorruption. It is sown in dishonory it is raised in glory: It
- sown in weakness; it is raised In power: It is sown a natural body
raised a spiritual body.” “The first man is-of the earth, earthy: the s
is the Lord from heaven.” “As is the earthy, such are they also that . i
earthy; and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly 7 “And
as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bea1 the Image of the‘ \
heavenly,” , : e o

“ Now thzs I say, brethl en, that flesh and bIood cannot lnherlt f.he, nngdomf ,
of God; nerther doth corruption inherit mcormptlon.” 1st. Cor 15th, 42,50,

So numercus are the testimonies of the Apostles in regard C-
tion of the material body, that we do not deem it expedlent to quote them at :
large, but will submit the case to the Judgement of our itha. smgle ‘
remark on one passage. : : .

« Flesh and blood” says the Apostle, “cannot mheut,the kmg fGodl?
Now if he had said that flesh and dones could not inherit the kmgdom of God,
then he would have excluded a risen Saviour therefrom; together with all
-those who are to rise from the dead in. hlS Imaﬁe, and in the fashmn ” of his
glormus body. » S

. The fact should be carefully borne in mmd, that ‘while the prophets and
~apostles every where speak of flesh and bones, and sometimes even of skin_
and sinews in connection with the resurrection.  They no where speak ofa
restoration of the blood to the physical system, but alvvays substituted the
- word spirit. Hence we conclude that the immortal body i its new organi-
- ‘zation 1s qmckened bV afduid called spirit, ‘which emanates from God, and i
so pure that it renovates the system, and fills it with eternal life, and vigour.

While the nataral body: and the spmtual body are ahke}c'mposed of ﬂesb,‘ =
and bones etc., the one is quickened by the blood, and the other by spitit on-
ly. - And this seems to. constltute the plmmple dlﬁ’el ence between them.

Ha.vmﬂ now examined the: h]ghest authoutles on the ea1th as far b
ancient J¢ ob, and down through all former dispensations; and havmg ;
~“that they all agree in the expect%‘uon of a mater lal resurreotlon and an
' lasting possession on the earth ‘ ‘ L ~

- We. Wd now soar to the heavens, and f01 a moment hsten to
' beings who have bid farewell to this vale of tears and who dv

mediate presence of ‘God and the Lamb; and see whether they have alteled'
their mind on this bnbi()m, smee then exnﬁ from time mto etelmt} [
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“ And they sung a new song saying:

“Thou art worthy to take the book,

And to open the seals thereof:

For thou wast slain, and hastredeemed us,

To God by thy blood, out of every kindred,

And tongue, and people and nation ;

And hast made us unto our God

Kingsand priests: and we shall reign on the earth. Rev. 5, 9, 16.

Thusour readers will perceive that heaven and earth and the inhabitants
thereof, as many as are truly enlightened by the spirit of God, all join in bear-
ing witness to the salvation, exaltation, glory and immortality of the physi-
cal system of man; and of his efernal inheritance on the earth.

- Perhaps some soul, just awaking, by the perusal of these pages, from the
long night of darkness and error which like a gloomy cloud has brooded
over the nations, and begining to come to his more perfect senses, will enquire;
is earth indeed our everlasting home?  Where then is héaven? To which in-
quiry we reply, that earth, and the other material creations which spangle
the firmament with a*flood of glory, all ‘are heavenly kingdoms, together
with the inhabitants thereof: so far as they are glorified. ~Heaven then, is
‘eomposed of an innumerable association of glorified worlds, and happy im-
mortal beings, beaming with an effulgence of light, intelligence ard love, of
which our earth, small and insignificant as it is, must form some humble part.

Tmmortal man, made a-king and a priest unto God; and™ associated with
a system of systems so grand, so glorious; so extensive and sublime, will by
no means be confined, or limited in his sphere of action tothis small planet;
but will wing: his way, like a risen Saviour, from world to'world with all the
‘ease of communication, that we now visit different neigborhoods and places
on our earth; and thus exploring, conversing, searching, and forming an ac-
quaintance with God and his works: -~ He will be able to" receive and impart
that finish of education and knowledge which only buds in time; but blosoms
and ripens in eternity. ~While the continued and ceasless exertions of crea~
ative goodness will, by the acquisition of new -creations, form a sufficient
field for the exercise of his priestly and kingly powers: And thus {ulfill the
prediction on the head of Jesus, as recorded by the prophet Isaiah, “or g -
INCREASE ‘OF HIS KINGDOM AND GOVERNMENT THERE SHALL BE NO END,? .
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INTELLIGENCE AND AFFECTION.

These, like material things, Have théir ofigin‘ in eiérnai, uncreated efeméﬂts; and like them;
must 8ndure forever. They are:'thié foundations of enjoyment, the main-springs’of glory and

“exaltation, and the fountains from which emanate a thousand. streams of life; and joy, and glad-

ness; diffused through all worlds, and extending to all extent. « i = ;
They are the principlé roots from which shoot forth innumerable - branches; which-bud in
time, and blossom and ripen in‘eternity; producing a perfume more delicious than the balmy
swests of Arabia, and fruits more precious than the apples of Eden. B
The human mind in infancy, like the body,issmall and weak.indeed. It neither possesses
intelligence nor affection to any great degree for the latter is the production of the formier;—
grows with itg growth, and strengthens with its strength; and: cannot ‘exist “independent and
geparate therefrom. - ; ; o TR B e
This infant mind commences to expand, and continues to-enlaige itself just. in proportion to -
the fruths that are presented for its Tood, and ‘the time and opportunity it has to’ digest.and
comprehend them. 1f unassociated with othier intelligences; it expands butvery little,~all its
powers remain in’‘a great measure inactive and dormant: P IO e U e e
-Forinstange, letan infant be cutoff from all communication: with other intelligences, let: it
grow tomanhood entitely alone, and it still knows little more than in infancys B

One child may be raised to manhood possessing only the limited kriowledge of a Hotentot;:

‘whileanother is'made to comiprehiend the sublime truths of a'Nuton.

The human mind then, is capable of a ‘constant-and gradual expansion. to'an ‘:unlimiiedfex.' '
tent. - In facty’its receptive powers-are infinite, e RE I RN Sy
Once set free from the ‘chains of incotrect tradition; and unfettéred from the limited creeds

~and superstition of ' mén, and associated with beings of unlimited intelligence, it-may go frecly

on from ‘truth to trath; enlarge itselflike.the rays of the morning; circumscribe the earthand

- soar to the heavens;. comprehend the mysteries of the past, and remove the veil from:the = fu-

turey till the wide eXpanse of eternity, with all its treasufes of wisdom, is: brought withip:the:
range of its comprehension, SR - et St

It is true, that, in this'life the progress of the mind in :intelligence, isnot only gradual; but
obstructed 1n various ways. It has to contend, not only with its own prejudices and:the errors
of ‘an opposing world, but. with innumerable weaknesses, temptations, cares,.and troubles, with
which itis'continually "beset. -7 : o ST R e

And finally, its organs are weakened by disease, or worn with age, till it-simks ' into a" baek=
ward tendency—loses a portion-of that which it has been-able to comprehend, and partakes of -

. a'kind of secondary ehildhood:

From this fact, some are ready to conclude, that the mind, like the body, nas:its limits; its
point of maturity, beyond which if can never expand; and that arriving at thig'élimax of ma-
turity, lik¢ a'full grown plant, it isincapable of a furthcr'advance, " But this ‘iga mistake. ft
is not the mind itself that ig thus limited and -confined within a cizele so:narrow, but it is: the
circumstances in which it is placed.  That s, its bodily organs, ouce strong and vigorous, .ars
now weakened by disease, or worn with'age. "Hence, the mind, while connected: with = them,
and dependent on them, is compelled'to partake of their weaknesses. . And like a strong fravel-
lor with'a weak companion, or a strong workman witha slendér tool, it canonly operate as they
are able to'bear. [RR B ; : < bk

‘What then is the means by which this formidable obstacle.can be overcome, : and ithe mind
be enabled:with renewed viger, to continue its onward progress in the reception of intelligence?

We will best answer this qnestion by aparable; | c G :

A certain ehild had. contintied the use of food until its teeth were worn, loesened; and ‘de-
eayed to tha reg that thoy wereno longet able to perform theiraccustomedoffice. -On thig
account, s’ !

: ,deas swallowed in such a manner asnot to digest properly.-.
This soon caused a general weakness'and disorder of the system. 'Some unthinking persons
seeing this, came to the conclusion that the child had come to maturity~~that it no longer

neededits-accustomed nourishment, but must gradually sink and die. . But inprocess-of. time;

nature provided its own remedy; The old teeth were shed, and a new set more strongand du-
rable took theirplace. The system being thus restored in every patt to.a- full, vigorous and.
healthy action, was enabled to make rapid progress towards perfection; and to receive and digest:
food far more strong and hard of digestion than before. . :
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8o with the organs of tha mind. This temporary body, frail and mortal, is to the mind what
the children’s teeth are to the system. Like them it answers a momentary purpose, and like
them its organs become decayed and weakened by age and use; o that many truths which pre-
sent;themselves to the mind, cannot be properly digested while dependent on such weak or-
gans,:

But let this feeble and decayed body share the fale of the child’s first set of teeth—let it be
plucked by death, and the mind set free. Nay, rather let it be renewed in all the freshness and
;:igor of eternal life; with organs fresh and strong, and durable as the powersof eternal intel-
gct. i
. And the mind, thus provided with organs, fully adapted io its most ardent powers of action,
will find itself no longer constrained to linger on'the confines of its former limits, where impa-
tient of restraint, it had struggled in vain for freedom. ‘But like a prisoner, suddenly freed
[from the iron shackles and gloomy dungeons of a terrible tyrant, it will more nimbly onward
with & joyous consciousness of its own liberty. It will renew with redoubled vigor its intellec-
tual feast; and enlarge its field of operations amid the boundless sources of intelligence, till
" earth, with'all'its treasures of wisdom and knowledge, becomes too small, and the neighboring
~worlde teonarrow to satisfy a capacity so enlarged. 1t will then, on wings of faith, and by the
power of the spirit waft itself far beyond . our visible heavens, and *‘far ‘above earth’s span of
sky? and explore-otheér sunsg,and other systems; and hold communion with other intelligences,
more remote; than our weaks minds can possibly concieve. ’

In these researches-and discoveries, the mind will be able by degrees to circumscribe the
heavens, and. to'comprehend the heights and depths, and lengths and breadths of the mysteries
of eternal truth; and like its maker, comprehend all-things ; even the deep things of God.

While the mind is thus expanding and increasing in intelligence, the affections will expand
and increase in proportion; both in thislife and in the life to come.

God-ig'light, God is truth; God is love. . )

'Fhereason why heloves, is:because he is light and truth. - Or in other words, he loves be- -
cause he knowsy and in proportion to the extent of his knowledge, or intelligence, so is the
--extent-of hislove; and 01t 1s with the human miad. : .
Ininfancy, oarloveis as nartow as our intellectuf capacity.. But as our ‘intelligence in-
creases, so our affection grows; till from knowing and loving our mother, we begin 1o know
and love the cirele of our immediate kindred and family... We soon begin to know and fove our
fathers, our brothers, out sisters, and finally our unecles, aunts and cousins, and our neighbors;
and so ony=eontinuing ¥6 enlarge our. knowledge and- consequently our love, till it eircums-
sgribes our nation, and finally all mankind. - But still, it'is far from beisg perfect. As we ad-
vaice inthe knowledge of ‘all'our social connections, duties,- dependences, relationships, and
-.obhgations, our affections still increase; and as we raise our thoughts to worlds on high, and’
begin te know something of our Heavenly Father; of our Redeenier; and of angels and spirits
wlo inhabit other'and better worlds; and of our relationships tothem, we beginto love them.
~And the more we know of themithe more we love them.  Thus, love or affection is "depen-
-“dent.on'kKnowledge, or intelligence; and ean only be increased by anincrease of knowledge,
.. These two principles'are the foundations, the fountains of all real happiness.
“’Bome persons have supposed that our natural affections were ‘the resulls of a_fallen and cor-
rupt nature; and that they are “carnal, sensuel; and devilish,”’ and therefore oughtto be rems.te'd;,
s“ubdued, or overcome..as so many evils which prevent our perfection, or progressinthe spirit-
uallife.: In short, that they should be greatly subdued in thig world, and in the world to come
entirely.done away. - 'Andeven our inteliigence also. : i

Such persons frequently inguire whither they shall recognise their kindred or friends in the
lifeto.come? "They also caution themselves and others, lest they should love ‘their child, their

‘companion;: their brother, sister, or mother:too well ; for, saythey, if you love. them too_well,
it will-offend your God and he will take them from you. i

Sueh: persons have mistaken the source and fountain of happiness altogetheri” They have
not one correciiidea of thé nature of the enjoyments, or happiness of heaven, orearth; of this
life or;any: other.. If intelligeuce and afféction are to decrease to such a low ebb that we shall
neither recognise ot Yove our kindred and friende, then a stone, a block of wood, or a picture
on the wall 1s ascapable of the enjoyments of heaven as we are, :

~So farfrom this being the case, our natural affections ars planted in usby the Spirit of God,
. for s wise purpose; and they are the very main-springs of life and happiness—they are the ce-
ment of all'virtuous and heavenly society—they.are the escence of charity, or lovesand there-
fore.never fail; but endure forever. E : )

There is ot a:more pure and holy principle in éxistence than the affection” which glows in
the bosom-of a virtuous man for his companion; for his parents; brothers, sistersand children.

“If there bé'one scene in heaven or on earth, capable of calling forth the most refined sensi-
bilities of Gur:-nature, it is the expressions of love which kindle into rapture,” and which flow
‘out in the'soul'of a woman towards her infant. .

So pure, so chaste, so-tender and benevolent, so simple, so ardent and sincere, and so disin-
“terested is this principle; that'it-could only have been kindled by the inspiration of a spirit di-
rect from the fountain of eternal, eyerlasting love. ;

These pure affections are inspired in our bosoms, and interwoven with our nature by ap all-
wise and benevolent being, who rejoices i the happiness and welfare of his ereatures. = All his
revelations to man, touching this subject, are calculated to approve, encourage, and strengthen,
thiese emotions, and to increase and perfect them; that'man, enlightened and tanght of God,
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‘rnay be more free, more social, cheerful, happy, kind, familiar, and lovely than he wa3 before,
that he may fill all the rela*xemhlpa ofhfe, and aet in every sphere of usefulness witha O‘I’eater
“energy, and with a readier mind. and a more willing heart. P

All'the monkish austerity, all the sadness and reserve; all the unsocial. feelings and doin 3s of’
priests, and menks, and nuns; all the long-faceduness, unsocial sadness, groanings, sighsg and
mortifications of sectaries, whether of ancient convents, wheic men and women retirs ﬁom all
the busy scenes and p‘eﬂcule:, of life, tolive a lfe of celibaey, self-denial.and-devotiony: or
zvhether inthe more medern and fashionable circles of the camp mectmﬂs, oy the “mourner&

ench.’?

All these, I say, are expressly and en‘irely opposcdite the epirit, and obwcts of true rehglon-

" they are so many . relics of supersiition, ignorance, and by pocra;y, and are’ e\'pxessly ﬁnbldden,
and eondemned by our Lord and Savier,

Inall these things, man has mistaken the source of happiness; has been dmsausﬁed withthe
elements and attributes of his Jature, and has tried, and saugﬂt sand prayed,insvain tesmake.
hlmselfmto a different being from what the Lord h‘\s wigely desxgned he ehould bew :

The fact is, God made man, male and female; he planted in their bosoms those aﬁ'eclmn
which are calculated to plomote their happiness and unicn :

That'by that-union they might fulfil the first and.great commandment vizgy & 'I‘o multlply‘ =

" and replenish the earth, and subdue it.”
From this union of aﬁ"ectlon, springs all the other relationships;  social Joys and aﬁ‘ecn ns;
diffused through every branch of huaman existence. b
And were it not for this, earth would be a desert wildyan uncultivated wﬂderness. S @
Man was designed for a social being; he Was made to cuitivate;  beautify, possess, enJoy and
govern the cartl; and to fill it with. mylxads of happy, free and social intelligences::: 110 o
Wouian was made for him, as'a help and a comforts: All the faculties of lits:nature, ‘are: pre-
“cisely ad'ipted to his several duties and enjoyments.- Heowes a'duty. to his wife;to. his: parentsy:

and toall nankind. He also owesa-duty to the garthy and to his God v These several spheres.
of action are termed in modern timeés; political, civil, morul sacial dome=tlc, fore1gn 1ellglous,;
ete,; ete. Butthey may dlicbe summed upin one term, viz: lehmoue i
Pure religion; includes all these dutics, Jhey are-all whmous duties; and the man Who fulfils
hig rehgmus dufies and obuga,tmns acts'well his pait in-every department of lifey he isaigoed =
«eitizen, a good ruler, a”good general, a good-neighborya sood father, o ‘gosd hushan a good
<hild, anda good: member. of society; accoxduw as hislot may, be:cast,. Cﬁ accotding to the trust
commitied to hnu. And-hereceivesand )rnpmts a pomon cf n'xppmess m every uphere in whlch :
e moves, S
The: man who, thmuoh a m;staken zeal; or f.thuﬂ’h the inflience. of mnorant teachmfrs

all these; toshathimeelf from the world, and to seek to overcome and subdie the natural afs -
fections with:which God has endowed h1m, ignot a religious man-atall, - Onithe comrary,
is:opposingthe will and commandmentsiof God, and neglecting theé duiles of- rehglon :

How often du-we hearof persons; and even whole societies Who hold‘that a religious man or:
nommumcy should ‘have nothing to do with. pohms, government, ‘and:office.. ‘Such persons
judge of the-depth of a man’s relxgxon by his mdxﬁ"elence to, or retuement from the: arduous dus.,
ties of family,cliurch, ‘or state.

How different is thig'notion from the facts of the case; if we. may: Judge exther from cnmmon k
sense, or from precepts and examples set before us'by God’s people. - . 3
Witness; Adan,’ Noah, Abraliam; Joseph; Moses; Joshua, Samuel; Dav1d Solomon, Eh]ah
“Daniel, Mold‘ca Esther, ind thousands of others of God’s prophets-and: wise men;,all medlmg‘
with: mvxl 1n11g10us, and political government, and with temporal-duties, and financial interests! -
and who sowell qualified ag theV for to f'oleca.st devicss, and manage.affairs for the good and
salvation of ‘man? - Thinkof Jesus' himself who'came. into the world for. the very purpose of
being a king, and who is yet waiting for the glorious time when' he will decend.to earth again:-
and reign-over all.the kingdoms of the world. - Think-'of Paul, who = declares that the samts

“shall judge the woild, and | judgeangels;yhow much more then the smaller matters? v
Man, know thy self,-—study thine own nature,—learn thy powers of body,—thy capacxty of
mind, - Learn thine origin, thy purpose and thy destiny. - Study “the true'source of thine ewn®
happiness; and the happmess of all Leings  with which thou art’ associated, - Learntoact in
unigon with'thy true eharacter, nature and - atii tes; and. thusimprove and cultivate the.re-
sources within and-around thee.  This will render you truly happy. and.be au acceptablé.sers
.viee to your God.:-And being faithful overa few thmcrs, you may hope to be made ruler ovsr :
many thinigs: :
. "What then is smqu 1 answer; our unnatm’al passxons and di’f'echons, ot in other words ‘the
abuse, theperversion; the unlawful indulgence of ‘that which is otherwise-good. ~Sodom was
not destreyed for their natural affeetion; but for the want of it: ~ = They had perverted. all
therr "affections, ‘and had given place to that which was unnatural, and contrary. to .mature.
Thus they had Tost those holy and pure principles. of virtus-and Jove which wers calculated to
preserve and exalt mankind; and were overwhelmed -in all manner of corxuptmn and: also ha-
tred towards those who'were good. e
Soit was with the-nations of Canaan whe were doomed to dlstmctmn by the: Israehtes.~ A
| %0 it was with-the.Greeks, Romans, ‘and other Gentiles in the days of Paul. - Hence his testi
Loay agamst then‘ wicked works; and his warnings to the.churches to'beware of these cama) sl
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ful, corrupt and impure works of tho flesli; all of which were more or less interwoven with theiz
natures by reason of long and frequent indulgences therein. Neow it was not because men’s na~
tural affections were sintul that allthese sins existed; but it was because, wicked customs, con~
trary to natute, had become so prevalent as to become a kind of second nature,

$o itisin the pregent age; men who do not govern their affections so as to keep them within
their properuafnd tawful channel; but who induige in every vice, and in unlawful use of that
which was origirally good, so far peivert it that it becomes to them a minister of evil; and
therefore.they are led into the other extreme; and begin to accuse their nature, or him that
formed them| of evil; and they seek to change their nature; and call upon God to make thems
into'a different being from what he made them at first,  In short they seek to divest themselves
of a p‘oriionrof the very attributes of their nature instead of seeking to govern, to improve, and
‘to-cultivate ‘and direct their powers of ‘mind and their affections, 50 as to cause thém to contri-
bute to their happiness.: All these aro the results of incorrect traditions, teachings and practices.

“Know then O man, that aided and directed by.the light of heaven the sources of thy happiness
are within and ‘around thee. Instead of seeking unto God for a mysterious change to be
wrought,. or for-your affections and  attributes to be taken away and subdued, seek unto him
foraid; and wisdom to'govern, directand cultivate them ina manner whichiwill tend to your hap-
pingss and exaltation, both in this world and in that which is to come.. Yea, pray te hini that
every afféction, attribute,; power and energy of yuor body and mind may be culiivated, increas-
ed; enlarged, perfected and exercised for his glory-and for the glory and-happiness of yourself,
and: of all these whose good fortune it nyay beto be associated -with you, -

As we'said in the beginning of this subject, we gaylagain; that our intellect and our affectiony
only buds in. time,; and tipens in eternity. .

There we shall kriow aud love our. kindred and our friends: and there we shall be capable of
exercising all those:pure emolions of friendship and leve, which fill our hearts with such inex-
pressible:delightin this world: ~And not only so, but our leve will be far more stroug and per-
. fect in'many respects.: First, because we shall know and realize more. = Secondly, because our

organs.of thought will “be more strong end durable. - Thirdly, because we shall befree from

those, mean; selfish, groveling, envious and disagreeable influences'which disturb, and hinder
the free “exercise of our affections in this world.  And lastly, because we.shall be-associated
witha niote extensive and numerons society, of these who are filled with the same freedom of
spirit ‘and affection: that.we-arey . and thereforg are objects truly worthy of our love,  While
those of 4 contrary nature will be baiished to theiriown placey and net suffered to mingle in-

the'society; orimar the peace of those'who have gotien the victory.: S

Having discovéred and set forth. in plainness the origin, purpose, and déstiny of man’s phys-
ical-organization and the powers, attributes, energies, afiections and capabilities of hisfinteliect,
till we find him standing erect in God-like majesty, with-organs:of strength beyond. the reach of
deathivand powers of ‘thought, capable of spaning the heavens; and comprehending all things:
‘We must now inquire-into the nature of his employment in that eternal world of joy and bliss.

On this subject a5 on'most others, where investigation has been considered a sin; men have
greatly erréd. ‘

They have supposed that this short life was the only dctive one; -and that the world to come
was a life of repose; or-of inactive and eternal rest; where all.our powers of body and mind
would remain dermant, or only be engaged in shouts, songs and acclamations.” To prove this
we often hete quotations like the following:

. &Thereis no work, nor device, nor knowledge in the grave whither thow goest>> ¢ As the iree full-
eth so'it lieth.”® < s dealh leaves us, so judgment will find us.”’ )

To the fitst of these we would reply that the spirit never goes to the grave; and the body
dees ot stay in it long: ~And beyond it, 'in the regions of eternal life there is abundance of
worky knowledge and device.” To the second, we would say, that the tree lieth as it falleth uu~
til it is'removed, and used for some other purpose. And to the third, we reply,.that isa secta-
rian proverb, instead of a seripture; and by the by'a false one too, For death leaves us in the
grave, with body and spirit separted; and judgment finds us risen fronmthe grave, and -spirit
and_body united. : g : :

Thus organized a new, we are prepared to_enter upon a.life of business and:usefulness, in &
sphere vastly enlarged and extended. Possessing a priesthood -after the order of Melchesideck ;
or, afterthe order of the son of God; whichiis after the power ot an'endless life, without begin-
ning of days-or énding of years, a priesthoo ¢h includes™a geepter and kingly office; we
are niofe fully than everqualified to teaek, to"judge, to rule and-govern; and to goand come on
foreign missions. The field of our labors may then extend for'aught we know to the most dis-
tant worlds<-to. elimes where morial eye never penetrated. Or we may visit the dark and
gloomy regions of the spirits in prison, and there, like a risen Jesus, preach the gospel to those
;Xho are dead; ““that theymay be judged according to men in the flesh, bul live dccording to God in

e spirit.”? :

- Or'we may be called upon, with the other sons of God to-shout for joy, at the organizatien
of new systems of worlds, and new orders of being; over which we may reigh as kings, or to
whom we may niinister as pries's.

These ideas may be considered by some as mere flights of fancy no where supported by posi-
tive'evidence, Bt we contend that the very nature of our existence and of -our priesthood is
suchas to warrant the conclusion to which we have arrived. Bu! if proof were wanting, we
bave onlyto refer, as a precedent, to the active life and mimstry of a risen Jesus; and to his
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earth, not only asa judge, king and priest; but asan executor, warrior, and. a military comm
- er:: Forhe will tread them in his anger-and trample them in his fury, and stain 1 :
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admmlstratmn ag king of kings and lord of lords: as well as'to’ the promises made .Jy him to
Hose whom he had: sent. It ¢ appears tha: Jesus Christ after rising from the dead; umnedxate]y
“entercd:npon a most active miunisiry; in which he taught, expounded opened the scriptured
. ¢ommanded, commissioned, prophecied and- blessed, - By this means he laid-the foundation for
#is-kingdom to be established not-only among-the Jews.and Gentiles; but alsonmong fhe Nex -
“phites and thelost tribes of Israel. He also visited the spirits of the dead and preached the =
“gospel unto them, as is recorded in one of the Epistles of Peter. Not oaly'so, but he assended .
to realms of exelted glory, where seated on a throne, he still is'active both ag.
And, if we look into the future; we shall find “that he has yet a great wo

v with their blood; while all the armies in -heaven follow him’in martial splendor,
- white horses, and all arrayed in a uniform-of ‘spotless white. This same Jesus ¢o
apostlesan everlasting priesthood; after his own order : ‘as itis written: “ds the fath
- e, even'so-d send you.” . *And the works that I'do shall you doalso?
‘He also promised to be with them always: even unto’ the end ¢f the wotl
- yet-with themin their Jaborsand ministry, whether as men o :
man’s effice or priesthood to.end ‘with this life have been in'the habit )
agif it only ment them and their successors; biit-he said no such thi g
would- be with them always ‘unto-the end of the world,  If the had Hecessors; it
time encugh for similar promises to be made to_them, when they i turn should enter: upo :
. boly ard sacred office of the apostleship and priesthood.:
" These apostles not only hold the perpetual office of the apostleshxp and. pnestho
. partake-of kingly power." Hence it is-written “they shall 'sit on twelze thrones -
tielvé tribes of Israel. And this toe, when the'son of ‘man shall con
be fulfilled that which was técorded by John, saying: “thou hast
priests; and we shall reign owthe earth.?- . In view of an eternal king
- and ministry, they might well 'tejoice when arroigned  before the ¢
ty it knowing as they did that they shouldreignin turn and tha th
“inturnarraigned beforea judgment bars
“From all these and a thousand other pramises made to prophets and apostle s w
‘the conclusion; that ‘a field wide as cternity and: boundless as the o
extends before the'servants of God. ~ A field where, a )
‘limits; and where thé'most ardent aspirations may be more than reslized. A
)] glory, ‘thronés ‘of power and dominions of 1mmorta11ty are the rewardso
man———onc weak and helploss worm of " dustimay sit'enthroned
} mong thes ‘councils 50n3. of(‘@
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