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BY ELDER I. N. WHITE.

Brethren, sisters, and dear friends,
I stand before youn to discuss the
merits of what we believe as Latter
Day Saints.

In the South where I live it is
nothing to be asked the guestion,
By what authority do you people
represent this to be the church of
Jesus Christ, since it iz hardly sev-
suty yesre old¥  And by what
authority do you hold Jogeph Smith
ap $o the world as baing the man of
God, to commencs this work that
you call &2 marvelous work, even &
marvelous. work and 2 wonder?”
These are questions that cannot be
angwered in  a  minute;, nor can
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they be successfully answered  in
an hoor; and when we tell the peo--
ple we speak where the Bible-
apeaks, it makes the (uestion more
important. Hence, in answering
this question, we will follow the
advice of Bir William Blackstons, -
a stadent of law. e goes to show
that you have the greafest evidence
1 a case, when you find independ-
ent eircumstantial - evidence cling-
ing to 1t on all sides. . If 2 man is
arrested for some orime, and ¢ir-
cumstantial evidence comes from
the west, and another thread of
evidence comes from the east, and
another from the south, and anoth-
er from the noith, all independent
of each other, and‘yet pointing
toward the same crime and coming
together, the thread of evidence
that it makes is the strongest that
could be produced 1n court.

If a load of straw had passed
alopg the road here some six or
eight days ago, sud the question
should come up among us here, 88
to which way the wind blew when
that load of straw wen{ slong, and
upon examining the road, it was
found that every stvaw that had been
blown off by the wind rested upon
this side of the road, svery one hav-
ing a grain of intelligence would
say at once, the wind blew from the
west; for vou ocould see that. the
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wind blew from the west by reason
" of the way the straws blew. Now,
that 18 the way that we want to
prove this, the church of Jesus
Christ—by the evidence of the
Bible—to see where we can find the
thread of evideuce coming from the
east and from the west, from differ- -
ent independent standpoints in the
Bible, and find for it the applica-
tion here and thers, and 1in this
way we hops to be able to find the
- thread of evidence coming down to
" the day and age in which you and 1
live, and place this church upon
“the basis of the Bible, cammg in
~“fulfillmept of its eternal traths.”
We often refer to the 20th chap-
" fer of Ieaiah 1n reference o 3 “mgr-
“ velous work aid a ‘wonder” coming
10 the children of men, and we fell
" the people that this work which we
- represent, came 1n fulfilment of
_ that prophetical prediction.
©. If a lady or gentleman should
" Gome to the stand’ tomight and gsk
“me: Bro. White, will you tell me
‘why you believe Jesus Christ is the
Son of God? “What would I tell
‘them? If that important question
had been asked ‘of the apostles and
prophets in tho: daye after Christ
‘was orucified, while it was yet
‘fresh in their memory; how could
" they have - snawered 11? ~ They
had no New Testament to refer to,
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0 prove that he was the Son of Qo
and if they had gone to his ememies
of that day for proof, they would
no$ have represented Christ truth-
fully. Could they refer to the mira-
cles that he performed in proof of
_his Messiahship? Mo, others worked
miracles. What was to be done
under such trying circumstances?
- They had te refer to the propheti-
cal declarations that were spoken
of concerning him in the Old Bible,
and show that Jesus Christ ful-
filled these prophecies as no other
living man ever fulfilled them;
therefore he must bave - been . Ahe
Christ.
. . The z,postles, in: makmg the argu
ment that Jesus was the Chriat, did
- not stand before the people- and beg
ihe question by . just bearing. their
‘teetimony ‘that he was the Som of
@od; they referred to the pasaages
in. the Bible that had been. written
.. by the hands of prophets- bandreds
- - apd thousands of years. before that
- time, showing that . Jesus -Christ
fulfilled these passages as no other
living man. that ever oame -upon
the stage. of action, did; hence, he
must be the Son of God. - -
. If you should ask me, Why do
you believe that John the Baptist
was & prophet of God? 1 could not
. refer to his miracles, as he -worked
" none.. I would “apswer, becauss he
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filled predictions that were made by
Old Testament prophets conoerning
some coming prophet, that no other
man before that time ever had ful-
filled. Xor instance, in Isaiah
40: 3, which was given 712 years be-
fore Christ, we bave these words:
“The voice of him that crieth in
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way
of the Lord, make straight in - the
desert a highway for our God.”
Who tulfilled that prediction? Did
Christ? No sir. - Did Peter, James
or John? Nosir.. Who did?-John
the Baptist fulfilled it as no other
- man that lived in' that age of the
‘world, did; heuce we accept him as
that coming prophet of God. “Why?
.- Beoause he filled - couditions that
were spoken by the prophety yesrs
before about such & comiug mgy;
henoe, when the Bible says such s
man should come and do a certain
work, sud we find that John:the
Baptist did it, then we ¢ome to the
- world and tell the people that Jolin
.- the Baptist waes that man and a
prophet of God. :

We go further and take up the
argument. How do we know that
Jesus is the Ubrist? In Teaish 59:-
7-9, 712 years befprs Chvist, ‘we
have these words: *He was op-
pressed, and he was afflicted, yet he
opeuned nof his mouth; heis brought
ag # lamb to the slaughter, and as a
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gheep before ber shearers is dumb,
80 he openeth not his mouth,” ete.
- Who tulfilled these conditions?
The apoailes had argument there.
They did not point to Jesus Christ
that died upon Cslvary’s cross by
. reason of the vail of the temple be-
ing rent in twain, and by reason of
. Jesus Christ rising from the dead
and being able to open the eyes of
the blind,etc. They pointed back
to Moses and the prophets, to-the
. Bible; to the sayings of God that
..had beeun spoken by this prophet
. hundreds of years before, that a
. man would come in fulfillment -of
.these predictions; therefore. he
;- must be the man of God referred to
. here, [ Although the. word, Jesus
. Ohrigt, does not appear in the Old
Testament, yet, no man that ever
- ¢ame upon the stage of action, filled
. that condition as Jesus did; hence
he,must have been the man spoken
- of 1 ¢hat prophecy. And he was
- 28.3 lamb before the slaughter; -yes,
. “as a. sheep . before her shearers
18 dummb, so he openeth mnot his
mouth.” The apostles could refer
. to the siroumatance, when Jesus was
“ayrésted, when his enemies smots
him upon the gheek and interro-
gated him upon a oertain guestion,
yet he said'not a word;  “‘dumb as
8 sheep before. itg shear_ers!” They
would refer o this paesage and say
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that Jesus must be the Christ, be-
cauge he filled the (,cmdmouq of
that prophecy.

We have a statement in. I’salms
22:18, abount 1,000 ¥years before
Christ, (this passage and the ons
just referred to in Isalah are about’
300-years apart), but we found the
thread of argument in Isalah in
reference to this prophet that was
going to come and be dumb like a
sheep before the ghearer and under
such circumstances, wonld not open
hie mouth, pointing wholly for its
tnlfillment, to Jesus the Son of Ged.
But, about 300 years before this, we -
have this prediction by the Psalmist
David: ¢They part my garments

among them, and cast lots for my
vesture.” Who filled this condi-
tion? Did John the Baptist? No
gir; hence no one need be mistaken
and say that John the Baptist was
the Son of God. Who did fulfill
this prediction? INd not Jesus
when he was crugified upon the
cross? IDhd they not part his gar-
ments and cast lots upon his ves-
ture? The apostles had argument
here to show that Jesus was the
Son of God; and that was the resa-
son why they should so believs.
Thoungh, if they had not had the
testimony of God for themselves,
yet they ocould tell to the world
that this filled the oconditions of
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prophecy as no other man ever did,
{Of course a witness waa promigsd
unto them, and all others who would
believe in Chriet upon. their word,)

We have 1 Psalms 68:21:
“They gave me also gall for my
meat; #nd in my thirst they gave
me vinegar to drink.” Who filled
these conditions? John the Baptist
was beheaded, Paunl was killed, and
Peter was crucified the same as
Christ was, only head downward.
Who, then, filled these conditions?
He was speaking of 2 man of God
that would some and fill the coundi-
tions described here. The New
Testament tells ng that they thrust
‘that sponge filled with vinegar and
gall up to Jesus’ mouth when he
agked for drink, Who filled that
prediction? = Did Peter while on
the cross? Did either of the thieves
that were orucified with Christ?
No; Jesus filled the propheecy;
henoce, he must have been the Christ.

We po further, to Zschariah, 11:
12, 13, about 487 years before
Christ. He is nearly 600 years
from the testimony of the other
prophet, but we want to find the
thread of evidenes, and s read:
¢¢And I said unto them, If ye think
good, give me my price; and if not,
forbear. 8o they weighed for my
price, thirty pieces of silver. And
the Lord said unto ms, Cast 16 unto
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the potter, a goodiy price that I
wag prized 4¢ of them. And I took
the thirty pieces of silver and cast
them vnto the potter in the house
~of the Lord.” Who filled these
conditions? Did any of the apos-
tles or prophets in the days of
Christ or before, or since that
fime? No; but the Son of God
did; and hence, he must be the
Christ, the DMessiah. The thread
of evidence comes down to his
time and has its complete fulﬁllment
in him.

We go further, to Zechariah 9: 9,
and we have these words: “Rejoice -
greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout,
O danghter of Jerusalem; bebold,
thy king cometh unto thee; he'is
just, and having salvation; lowly,
and riding upon an asg, and upon a
colt the foal of an ass.” Who filled
these conditions? Did any of the
propheta of that day £ill them?
Jesus understood the sitmation;
there was a prophecy given hun-
dreds of years before, concerming
him, to be fulfilled;" and as the an-
imal stood thers, Jeeus told them to
loose it and bring it to him. <<And
if any man say unto you, Why do ye
this, say that the Lord hath need of
him; and straightway he will send
him hither.” The God of heaven
moved upon the master of the ani-
mal 10 st 1t go; and the disgiples
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marched away with the colt through
. ihs girest, And Jesus gets on that
animal ““whereon néver man sat,”
and when he rides through the
streets of Jerusalem—why, listen -
the voices thers! ¢‘Hosanna; blessed -
is be that cometh in the name of
the Lord.” Why wasthis? When
they wanted Christ to rebuke the
people, what did he say? <1 tell
you that if these should hold their
peace, the stones would 1mmediate-
. ly ory out.” Why all of this? Be-
cause such demonstrations had been
predicted of him by the prophets
" hundreds of years before, and had
fo be fulfilled. He fulfilled this
. passage, and it proves that Jesus
Christ was the man referred to in
that propheoy.

That is just the way we want to
show you what this latter day work
is; and we have a right to call 1t
the church of Jesus Christ, becauss
it came 1n fulfillment of Bible pre-
dictions. No other work in the
history of the world ever fulfilled
the prophecies as this work did; no
one among all the eminent reform-
ers eover fulfilled the prophecies
spoken of in the Bible about the in-
troduction of <a marvelons work
and 2 wonder,” before, or after

- Jogeph Smith, as he did in bringing
forth this latter day work. If he
fulfilled these propheoiss, his work
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is worthy of your closest investiga.
tion; to reject it through prejudice,
would be folly. :

‘We have before us the dsclara-
tion and statement that the brother
spoke of last night, in the 20th
chapter of Matthew. I do not feel
to reoapitulate or make it any better,
but the latter part of it -refers to
the very work we are engaged in
in this age of the world. The Liord
is talking about a3 man ¢that is an
householder, which went out early
10 the morning to hire laborers into
his vineyard.” He went out at *

the third hour, and at the pixzth -
hour, and at the ninth hour, and |

then went ouf &t the eleventh hour.

We want to know the fulfillment of

this parable. He went out in the’
morning; which was in the days of
Adam: and he went out in the
third hour, in the days of Noah;
and he went out in the sixth hour,
1 the days of Moses; and he went
out in the ninth hoar, in the days
of John the Baptist, or the Son of
God; and he will go out in the
eleventh hour.

Now, in order to show you that'
this argument is tenable, we will
tarn to Luke 20: 13, 14, and Mazk
19:6-8, and we have the thread of |
evidenca more complete; becauss,
when Maithew talks of the third,
gizth and ninth hours, he fails to
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tell you, that the ninth hour iz m
the time of the Son of God. But
Mark and Lunke use-different words
in giving their testimony, but when
they arrive at Matthew’s ninth hour,
‘they use the words ¢their,” or
“sSon.” If the ninth hour is in the
time of the Son of God, the first,
third and sixth hours must be be-
fore that time. The reason of the
necessity of the householder going
oat in the third hour was because
the people had left or neglected the
vineyard. = When they did the will
of the Father he blessed them, and
put them in the vinayard tc dress
and to keep it, just ke a man that
owned & vineyard here; he would
hire men to go iate his vineyard to.
dress and oare for it; but after a
while he wonld see that thess men -
had left the vineyard and neglested - -
doing the duty that the Lord had -
tequired at their hands. When he
gaw that the vineyard had been
negleoted, the good man of the
house hired other laborers; and
when they got tired and neglected
their duty, be had to go again in
the sizth hour and hire other labos-
ers, and in the ninth hour, so alss
in the sleventh hour.

Tne Lord let out his vineyard to
the children of men, ‘‘early 1in the
morping;” after 2 while the vine-
yard became neglected and all flesh.
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became corrupt before him, and he
isaued 5 decree that he would de-
gtroy them by the flood; and hence,
he ovalled Noah, ana he prepared an
ark in which to save the obedient
remnant of the children of men.
After the waters had receded, God
let 1t out again, and commanded
this little remnant to dress and pre-
pare the vineyard for him; and the
coming eventis are apparent. When
we run along the line afier the days
of Nosh, we find that the people
neglected the vineyard and fell into
transgression. For this pegligence
they were sold 1nto tbe land of Egypt
430 years, and the voice of Almighty
God was not heard amoug them any
more. Bat when they became ham-
ble sod eried to God, God moved
apon Moses for their-deliverance.
Beemingly, God had been preparing
the way oeforshand. When the
littls boy was thrown out 1o an ark
among the bullrushes, God moved
upon Pharaoh’s daughter, and her
tender beart almost wept for the
little boy, and for some reason she
saved him from the death that oth-
era had met. @od had preserved
and raised up Moses to lead the
children of Israsl ous of the lapd of -
Egypt and plant them faithfally
agaln in hig vineyard, which was in
the sizth hour, They went along,
and after awhile we find 1n the Tat
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chapter of JIsaish, these words:
“Why should ye be stricken any
more? Yo will revolt more and
more; the whole head is.sick, and -
the whole heart faint. From -
the sole of the foot even unto. the

head, there is no soundness in if;

but wounde and bruizes, and putri-

fying sores; they have not been

ciosed, neither bound wup, neither

mollified with ointment. Your

country 18 desolate, your cities are

burned with fire, your land, strang- .
era devour in your presence, and it -
is desolate, a8 overthrown by efrang-
ers, _And the danghter of Zion-ig-..
left as a cottage in & vineyard; as a
fodge in s garden of oncumbers, as -
s begieged city. Kxoept the Lord

of hosts had left mnto us a very

gmsall remnant, we shonld have been

a8 Sodom and we should have been

likke unto Gomorrah.”

You ses that from the very crown
of the head to the sole of the feet,
old Israel had become corrupt, all
exoept a DLittle remnant. God,in
his wisdom,had left a little remuant
there that he might bring the light
of the gospel to the people again;.
and in that very remuant was whers
John the Baptist came from. When
the time had faully come for God in
his wisdom to again restore the ben-
efits that he had promised hie peo-
" ple, he opened the way, as prophe-
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cied of beforehand, by sending
Jobn the Baptist, a prophet of God,
to make the paths straight. If the
paths were crooked, that shows that
the paths were there, but grossly
neglected by the multitude; and
this remnant was there also, as in-
dicated by Isaiab. I do not believe
that the chuich ever was wiped out.
No sir. God alwayshad a remnant
and will have until the coming of
the Son of God. We will be noth-
ng but a remnant then, as prophe-
sied of by Joel. He says there will
be deliverance then. Who will that
deliverance be in, at that great and
terrible day? = ¢In the remnant,”
says Joel: ¢“The sunshall be turned
into darkness and the moon into
blood, before that great and terrible
day of the Lord come. And it
ghall come to pass that, whosoever
ghall call on the name of the L.ord,
ghall be delivered; for i Mount
Zion and in Jerusalem shall be de-
liverance, as the Lord hath said,
and 1n the remnant whom God shall
call.” It will be nothing but a
‘remnant,” you see, of the nations
then; but in that remnant you will
find the word of God kept sacred,
and the power of the Son of God
will be manifested among them,

We read, in reference tfo this
remuant, that God brings out Jobn
the Baptist, and through his sHorts,
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the Hon of God iz pressnted to the.
world in the ninth hour, and labor- .
‘ers are again called into the vine-
yard, DBut mark you, Jesus tells
them that even though the kingdom
of God had beexs restored and labor-
ers called to labor therein, there
was ample room for 2 falling away
again, and thus necessitate another
restoration, in the eleventh hour.
He says: ¢“And from the day of
John “the Baptist until now the
kingdom of “heaven suffereth vio-
lence, and the violent take it by
foree.” In fulfiliment of this, did
they not behead John the Baptist;
maltreat and crucify Christ; arkest
and murder the apostles and kill
the saints in general? ~Notwith-
standing that, when these things
were done unto them and they
would be rejected and the kingdom
of God taken by force, yet in the
infinite wisdom ot Almighty God,
there still would be a remnant of
this remnant left who would wadse
up through the dark ages, and live
to restore in the eleventh hour, the
gospel and the kingdom of God.
And to show you that in some time,
future from that time in which
Jesus was speaking, that there would
be men calied out to do a special
work, we oall your attemtiom to
- Matthew 24: 44: <Therefore, be yo
also ready, for in snch an hoyur as
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ye thiok not, the Son of Man com-
ath;” showing that it was not-at
that- time, but some future  time.
Again, Christ says: ¢“Who then-is
s faithful and wise servant, whom
hie lord hath made ruler over his .
household, to give them meat in
due geason? DBlessed 18 that ser-
vaut, whom his lord, when he com-
ath shall find so doing.,” That goes
to show that 1n the eleventh hour,
befors - the coming of the Son of
&od, God is to have a housshold;
the kingdom of God will sgain be
gat up, and God will choose men to
take oare of it~—msen that ars called
by inspiration to give the people
“meat in due season.” Isitetrange
that thiz should havs its fulfiliment
in the very plea which we plead?

We turn again to ths 14th chap-
ter of Rovelation, and to be brief up-
on this subject, we find the deolara-
tion in the 6th verse, ““And I saw
another angel flying in the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting gos-
pel,” ete,  When did that have ite
fulfillment? We want to know
when it had 138 fulfillment, and ses
if wo cannof get the thread of evi-
dence, 'We learn in the 4th chap-
ter of Rovelation—and we find that
the book of Revelation was given
goute 63 years after Chrigt—
that the voice that spoke to. him,
said, ““Come up hither, and I will
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show thee things which must be
hereafter”—a fime future from that
time. And he. looks down the
stream of time and sees the church,
“after that {in the 12th chapter} driv-
en into the wilderness, and he sees -
8 little remnant of the church that
keep the commandments of God
and have the testimony of Jeaus,
and all the powers of earth and hell
seem t0 be combined sgainst 1t, and
yet it shall remsin wnfil the end
shall have come. It seems at this
time, the main body of the szints
had been captured by the world; or,
as Jesus had it, ¢‘taken by force.”
Be it remembered that church and
state (world) combined about 400
years A. D. They had gained the
world and lost their souls, just as
Christ had told them. ~ As in
Isaiah’s time, ¢‘She bhas become
corrupt from the crown of the head
to the eoles of the feet,” and s
¢évery small remnant left,” or they
would have besn as “Sodom .and
Gomorrah;” yet we have the ful-
fillment of what John eaid should
be ¢hereafter,” viz: “And I saw
another angel flying 1n the midst of
heaven, having the sverlasting gos-
pely” and a little further on,he says:
ssAnd another angel came out of
the temple,;erying with a loud voice
to him that sat on the cloud, thrust
in thy sickle snd reap, for the time
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is come for thes to reap.”  Hse
that declaration had its fulfillmens?
We want to run ount the thread of
evidence a little further in regard
to that. We will turn first to the
s5th chapter of Isaiah. Here is
what the prophet says about it:
_¢“Therefore, as the fire devoursth
the stubble and the flame consumeth
the chaff; go their root shall be as
rottenness, and their blosgoms shall
go up as dmet; becamse they have
oast away the law of the Lord of
hosts, and despised the word of the
Holy One of Israel.” That declars-
tion wae made in reference to the
. dews, When Jesus cams to present
the gosapel to the Jews; his people,
they would not acocept it, but oast
away the law, and rejected the
Holy One of Israel. <“Therefore
the anger of the Lord is kindled
against his people, and he hath
atretched forth his hand against
them and hath smitten them; and
the hills did tremble, and their car-
casses were forn in the midst of the
street. For all this his anger is
- not turned away, but his hand is
stretoched ont still.” Did not their
carcasses lay in the streets of Jern-
salem at the {ime when the Roinan
army took Jerusalem, becauss they
had rejected the Som of God?
1,364,000 fell by the sword, 600,009
in famine, and 97,000 were taken
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-«o8ptive and were sfterwards, {as it
ig:reoorded in Luke: by the vwoice
-:and. counsel of Jesus Chriet), sold
-and - seatiered all over the world,
#nd- became a hiss and a by-word
. among all nations. But, mark you,
+(od says his hand is stretched out
-.atill unto them; and Paul, referning
40 this 1 Homans 11: 25—27 saya:
w4 For I -would not, brethren, that
“:g@ should be ignorant of the mys-
:.tery, lest yo be wise 1n your own
+7@0noeit;- that blindness 1n part is
:happened to- Jerasl, until the full
-nosg of the Gentiles be come wm.
. 8o all Israsl shall be saved; ag1fis
written, There shall come out of
Bion the Deliverer, and turn away
- ungodliness from Jacob; for thigis
-my oovenant unto them, when I
. ghall take away their sins.”™
- Here, you find that. Qod was go-
“ing to eall all Israel back sgainm,
<-“when the fullnsss of the Gentiles
be come mn;” and to do so he will
introduce “A marvelons work and
s wonder’——gommencing it at &
time, just “a little while” bsiore
he would remove the curse of steril-.
ity from their land. (Palestine.}
Now, we reter you back to Isalak
5:26, sAnd he will lift np an en-
gign to the nations from far, and
will hiss unto them from the end of
the earth, sud behold, they shall
come with speed swiftly.” Ah!al
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Xsrael ;will come in remembranes
sgain;: although they have been -
scattered and become & hiss and aby-
word; yet they will come in re-
membrance before God, gnd he will
gather them as 3 hen- would gather
her chickens under her wings. - The -
{ime will come when they will hear -
his voics, and Ged will open 3 way
for their deliverance. Hse says,
#He will lift up an ensign.” (Isatak
$:28) What is an engign? Web-
ster saya it 1s. a signal, something
0 give notice.. Hers he will lift
ap an ensign, signal, give notice to
the children of Israel that the com-
ing of the Bon of God is near at
hand, and. the proclamation of
truth ahall be heard. sgain among.
t$hera. This is a ¢‘restitution” and
a “refreshing trem the presense of -
the Lord” a8 recorded by Luke in
Adts 3:19-21, as follows: ““Repent
ye therefore, and be converted, that
your sing may be blotted -out, when
$he times of refreshing shall come
from the presence of. the Lord; .
sud he ehsll send Jesus Christ
which bsfore was preached unte
yon; whom the heavens must re--
celve until the times of restitution
of all things, which God hath.
spoken by the mouth of all his holy
prophets since the world began. ‘

Mow, let us look af this ensign
from the 11th of Ieaish: «And .
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shall come to pass-in that -day, that
the Lord shall set his hand sgain
-¢he gacond time to recover the rem-
aant of his people, which shall be
teft, from Assyria, and from Egypt,
and from Pathros, and from Cush,
and from Kism, and from Shinsr,
and from Hameth, and from the is-
lands of the ssa. = And he shall set
up an ensign for the natioms, and
ghall agsemble the outcasis of Israel
and gather together the dispersed of
Judah from the four corners of the
sarth.,” Mark these words! Isaiah
eays that he is going to raise up an
ansign and gather Israel. He could
not have raised that ensign 1n the
days of Josus to gather Israel “from
- the four corners of ¢the earth,” be-
cause Israel was not scattered then;
but afterwarde was sold in all the
land, and at the present time we find
them everywhere, all over the
world., . And God is going to raise
up an ensign, and that ensign must
be raised up in fulfillment of Bible
prophecies in some age of the
world.

Let us now tarn to the 18th
ghapter- of Isaish, and we have an-
other deelaration in reference to
this emsign. ¢Wos to the land
ghadowing with wings, which is
beyond the rivers of Eihiopia.,”  If

~we had 3 map here we could show
you in reference to this declaraiion
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that “beyond the rivers of Ethiopia,”
from where the prophet stood when
making this prediction, is America.
Liet the prophet speak again; in the
shird verse: «All ye inhabitanta of
the world and dwellers on the earth;
see ye, when he lifteth up an en-
sign on the mountaing; and when
e bloweth a trumpet, hear ye.”
“See ye, inhabitants of the earth
when he lifteth up an emsign!”
When will he lift up that ensign?
Liet us read the 5th verse: ¢<Afore
the harvest, when the bud 1s per-
fect, and the sour grape is ripening
in the flower, he shall both ocut off
the sprigs with praning hooks and
take away and ocut down the
branches.” Welearn then that this
ensign has got to belifted up “from
far,” just ‘‘afore the harvest,” to
gather old Israel back; and it will
be after it is lifted up “from far,”
that all nations are required to be-
lieve it. The words of the prophet
are: ¢‘Hear ye nations of the earth,
when the enmga is lifted up!” snd
he tells them it will be & time just
ssafore the harvest when the grapes
are ripening.” Let us read in ref-
srense to this, ‘‘sfore the harvest,”
and when is this harvest? e gee
our grain just before it is ripe, and
we 88y, Justa few weeks “afore the
harvest.” This enmpn was fo be
lifted up just ¢‘afore the harvest™”
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while the grapes were ripening,
While the grapes were ripening, God
was to commence & ‘‘marvelous .
work and & wonder,” When 18 this
hervest? Turn to the 13th chapter
of Matthew, snd we have these
words of the Savior, what be. said
- about the harvest. - - Bpeaking of the
zood man gowing seed, and the tares
that some enemy had sown, and the
gervants wanted to know if they
sould not pull up the tares, but he
said, “Nay, lest while ye gather up
the tares ye root up also the wheat
with them., Let both grow to-
gether until the harvest; and in the
time of the harvest I will say to my
reapers, Gather yeo together first the
tares and bind them in bundles to
be burned; but gather the wheat n-
'to my barn.”” ¢‘‘He that soweth the
good zeed is the Son of Man, the
fleld is the world, the good see&
are the children of the kingdom,
but the fares are the children of the
wicked one; the enemy that rowed
them is the devil; the harvest isthe
end of the world, and the reapers
are the angels.” e find that the
harvest is the ‘‘end of the world.”
Then, just before the harvest, God
would “‘rsiee up an ensign from
fsr” to bring old Israel back that
. had been soatiered to the four winds
of heaven, that they might come
under the covenant of the gospel of
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the Bon of God agsin, as he sald,
s‘How oft wounld I have gathered
thy ohildren together, even as a hen
. gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and ye would not.”” And he
$old them that iheir house should
be left unto them desolate till they
should say, <‘Blessed is he that
someth in the name of the Lord.”

We will turn and read a little of
the 14ih chapier of Revelation and
gee if we ecannot find something
about this ‘‘ensign” and the ¢‘har
vest.” I saw another angel fly in
the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach to them
that dwell on the earth and to every
nation, and kindred, and tongus,
and people.”—Rev. 14:6.

Latter Day Sainis come to you
and tell you- that Joseph Smith re-
ceived the gospel from that angel.
If he recolved the gospel from that
sngel it must have been just ‘afors
the harvest,” beeanss God was going
to ‘‘raige wp sn ensign” at that
time, which must have been the
proclamation of the gospel that was
goming o gunide and prepare .the
-ghildren of men for the ‘‘Harvest” at
the ‘‘end of the world,” or the com-
ing of Christ. After this, ‘‘apother
angel aame outof the temple, crying
with a2 lond veice to him thag sat
¢n the eloud, Thrust in thy. sickle
and yeap; for the time has coms for
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thee to reap, for the harvesi of the
earih.1g-ripe.” We have it said in
Isaish that God would ¢sraise up”
an “ensign” just ¢‘afore the har-
vest,” while the s‘grapes were rigen- .
ing;” but, now, this proclamation of
“Thrust in thy siockle and reap,” ig
at another time., And why? Be-
cause the ¢‘grapes” are now *‘rips.”
In the 6th verse he says there was
an angel prior to this tume, bringing
the gospel, -showing that the first
angel came just “*afore the harvest,”
while ¢the gour grape is ripening
in: the flower;” but at the end of
the world, which is the <*harvast,”
God tells the angel to ¢‘reap,” be-
cause the ¢‘grapes” are ‘‘rips.” We
will now read from the 15th verse: .
““And gnother angel came outof the
temple, crying with a loud voioe to
him thateat on the oload, Thrustin
thy swokle and reap; for it is time
for thee to reap, for the harvest of-
the earth 18 ripe. ~And he that ea$
on the clond thrust in his gickle on
the earth, and the earth was reaped.
And another angsel came out of the
temple, which was in heaven, he
algo having a sharp sickle, _And
another angel came out from the
altar, which had power overfire, and
cried with a loud voice to him that
had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust
in thy sharp sickle and gather the
clnsters of the vine of the aarth, for-
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the grapes are fully ripe.” Mark
you, that in these deolarations,
from the 15th to the i8th wverses,
there are conditions that have to be
fulfilled sfter the 6th verse procla:
mation. Acoording to the proocla-
mstion that was given some 700
years before Christ by Isaiah,
God would “raise up” an ‘‘en-
gign” just ¢safore the - harvest,”
and here we find in harmony with
that statement that an angel would
bring the gospel to earth again; and
why? Because they did not have
the fulnees of the gospel, having
strayed from the ¢‘old paths.”

To show you that Latter Day
Saints are in the wake of what our
reformers have said and done with
roferance to the apostasy and res-
toration after the days of Christ,
we have only to quote from their
writings, to wit: Alexander Camp-
bell says, *‘Since the full develop-
ment of the great apostasy foretold
by the prophets and apostles;, num-
erous sttempts at reformation have
been made.”—C. System, p. 3.
sBocisties, indesd, may be found
among uy far in advance of others
in their progress toward the ancient
order of things, but we know of
nons that have fully attained to that
model.”’—Ibid, p. 274,

«The practioal result of all cresds,
roformations and improvements,
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and the expectations snd longings
of soociety warrant the conglusion-
that gome NEW REVELATION OF Om&
new development of the revelatiom
of God must be made before the
hopes and expeotations of all trae
Christians can be realized or Chris-
tianity can save and reform the na-
$iovs of this world, We want the
OLD GOSPEL BACK, and gustainad by-
the ancient order of things.”-—Ibid,
p. 234.

In this, Mr. Cambell aoknowl
edges an apostagy from primitive
paths, and the futile attempir of all
reformers to restore the ¢‘old gos-
pel”’ back to the world.

Now, suppose Bro.. Campbell
oould have reslized his desires,
what would he have ‘‘recsived
back” as the <‘old gospel,” and how
“zustained by the ancient crder of
things?” - Jesus, speaking of the
wold gospel,” eaid: ¢cAnd this gos-
pel of the kingdom shall be preached
in sll the world for a witnass unto-
2ll' nations; and then shall the end
come.”’—Matt. 34:14. Twenty-five
years after this saying of Christ,
Paul reslized the danger of <another
gospel” being introdunoced instead of
the “old gospel” which they had “re-
gotved” from Christ, and wers preach-
ing, and ho wasmoved to give tha fol-
lowing words of warning: ‘I marvel

. that yearesogoon removed from him
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that oalled you into the grace of
. LOhnist unto another. gospel, which
“-i8 not amother; but there be gome
-:that trouble you, and would per-
.vert. the. gospel -of Christ. But
though we, oran angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto.you
than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be accursed. As
we said before, g0 say I now again,
If any man preach any other gospel
unto you than thatye have received,
et bim be accursed.”—Gal. 1: 6-9.
Counld the ‘‘old gospel” be anything
iess than what was commanded to
be preached to ‘‘every oreature,”
without being ‘‘another gospel?”
Would God ¢‘conhrm” with “‘signs”
and ¢gustain with the snoient order
of things,” anything less than the
“sld gospel” which Ohrist com-
manded the apostles to preach?
Here iz what Christ says of this
#pld gospsl” and how 1§ 18 “‘sus-
tained”——confirmed by the ancisnt
order of things:” ¢‘And he gaid un-
to them, Go ye into all the world
snd presch the gospel to every crea-
ture. He that believeth and 1s bap-
tized ehall be saved; but he that be-
lieveth not shall be dammned.  And
these signs shall follow them $¢hat bs-
lieve: Inmy name shall they cast out
devils; thsy shall spask with new
tongues; they shall take up serpents;’
aand if they drink any deadly thing
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it shall pot hurt them; they shall
iay hands. on the sick, and they
shall recover.”—Mark 16: 15-18.
‘Now, to restore the ancient church
and gospel, is to restore the ‘‘ap-
cient order of things,” As THEY
WERE IN THE BRGINNING. ~ The
creature having departed, and not
God, from that ¢‘ancient order,” ae
we have shown they did in the third,
gizth and ninth hours, God promisres
that he will assist the creature to
return again at the eleventh hour;
not by changing the ‘‘ancient order
of things” to cater to the many
whinis gotten up and intreduced by
the many lo, heres and lo; theres,
but by assisting the oreaturs to get
back to the ¢scld pathe.” Hence,
you gee, for Bro. Campbell to have
had the ‘‘old gospel back,” would
have been a full realization of what
Jesus gave to the ‘apostles to
“preach to every oreaturs,” ag I
have quoted you from Mark 18th.
And to have it ‘‘sustained by the
ancient order of things,” would
have been s full reslization of the
reatoration of atl the gifts and offi-
cers that God ¢‘set in” the church
. {0 maintain and do that kind of
work, to wit: “And God hath get
gome in the church, first apostles,
‘gecondarily prophets, thirdly teach-
ers, after that miracles, then gifts
of healings, helps, goveraments, di-
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versifies of tongues.”—1 Cor. 12:38.
“And he gave some apostles, and
some prophets; and some evan-
gelists, and some pastors and teach-
ers for the perfeoting of the saints,
tor the work of the munistry, for
the edifying of the body of Chriat;
till we all come 1n the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the
Bon of God, unto a perfect man,.
unto the measure of the stature of
the fulnase of Christ; that we hence-
forth he no more children, tossed
to and fro, and carried about with
every wind of dootrine, by the
sleight of men, and cunming oratti-
ness, whereby they lie in wait to
deceive.”-~Eph. 4: 11-14,

Thus, you see, such an ¢‘order of
things” was intended to have con-
tinued :till we all come in the
unity of the faith,” and to the
“sstatore of the fullness of Christ.”
But sad mistakes have been made,
and the people have been ¢stossed
to and fro, and oarried about with
every wind of dootrine” by the
‘‘ounning oraftiness” of sect and
party, till the thousands have be-
come saddened and discouraged;
such will be the case until the peo-
ple hear and heed the ‘‘¢ld gospsl”
that is now restored with the “an-
cient order of things.” That this
thought ie fully sustained by the
leading minds of Alexander Camp-
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bell’s religious movement, I have
only - to -quote - their writings and
 sayioga. . The Chrstian Evange-
list - for December 18th; 1890, in
speaking of Klder W, .T. Moore,
L. 1..D., who was installad presi-
dent of the Missouri Bible collegs,
at Colambia, Missouri, January
21st, 1896, says: «W. T. Moore,
of London, in a receny address,
draws the following glowing pioture
of tha apostolic church when it is
vealizsd on the earth: Aund shounld
the Apostolic Church finally be
reproduced, thereby bringing Obrist
io ihe earth agsain in psrecnal
power and rest-giving iufluence,
what would .then be the prospect
before ue? Let me ask you to
give the imaginaiion s litsls play at
thus pownt.  Try to piciurs to your-
selves, first of all, 2 united christen-
dom, thoroughly dlustraiing the
sgven unitiey  in Ephesians, with
considerable emphaus ¢n the ‘one
Lord, one faith and one haptism!®
This would give a practical repro-
duotion of the living Christ im
avery place where thers g8 nowa
local congregation. Imagine again
thess places muliiplied at least a
bundred times; and yei this might
nob express aayﬁhmg like the in-
grease that wounld take place. And
pow think of all thess loeal oburches
82 auimated " by the Divins Bpivis,
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guided by the divine word,
walking in the divine command-
ments, altending to the divine
ordinances, living the divine life,
and manifesting the divine ministry
1 feeding the hungry, clothing the
nzked, visiting those 1in prison,
bealing the sick, carrying the
gospel to every nation, and preach-
ing it to every creature! Is not
this picture enchanting? . And yet,
is it not within the range of a
possible realization? Certainly we
cannot doubt it.  Does not Christ
gtill live and reign in the heavens?
And is it not true that he ‘must
ultimately live and reign on earth?
Surely if the picture I have drawn
conid be made real, there would then
be no need of human organizations
to eomplete the work of the world’s
redemption. All our social schemes
would then be seen to be utterly
useless in thelight of that socialism
of which Christ is the author, and
--of which his frue church iz the
earthly expoment wherever it ex-
emplifies the divine graces by living
and manifesting the divine life.
The full realization of this splendid
ideal is what the world is waiting
for, and until it is realized we must
eontinne to trusty, pray, labor, hope
and patiently wait.”

Again, in the Christian Evange-
Jist of July 17th, 1800, Hider H, Fi.
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Hawley, one of the leading men of
the Christian Church, when writ-
ing upon the “restoration of the
Primitive Chureh” and ‘‘ancient
order of things,” says: “We must
restore the gifts of Christ (apostles
prophets, evangelists, pastors and
teachers) to their proper place and
power if we would have his peace
‘reet upon us and be once more in
him.” Is not thiz jusi the very
thing that God has done, by bring-
ing forth this marvelous work that
I am now representing, in fulfill-
ment of the many Bible predictions
that I have quoted to you? But,
ag in days of old, *No prophet is
accspted in his own gountry.” The
Jews were blinded throngh preju-
dice and popular opinion, and the
traditions of the elders, and over-
looked the ninth hour dispensation,
just as people are now doing the
eleventh bour restoration.  This
theme of the apostasy and restora-
tion is one of importance; 00 much
g0 for me fo hurriedly pass over 1t
without giving the testimony of a
few other leading reformers,

Barton 'W. Stone rays: “By com-
parison of the present state of
©hrietisnity with what it was once,
all are brought to the conclusion
that we are yet in the apostasy, un-
der the reign of the man of sin; yet
in Babylon, yet in the wilderness,”
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Had he fully understood the
prophecies in relation to this mar-
velous work we are engaged 1n, he -
could not have said this. Yet as
far as all others’ attempts at restora-
tion, he could see that they were
t‘yet in Babylon, yet in the wilder-
ness.” Roger Williams, the apostle
of the Baptist church in Ameriea,
said: ¢I conceive that the apostasy
of Antichrist has so far corrupted
all, that there can be no recovery
out of that apostasy till Christ
ghall send forth new apostles to
plant churches anew.”

Angels could not have spoken a8
grander truth than this. - The at-
tempt of a Luther, Calvin, Wesley, -
Cawpbell and others to get back to
the “old paths,” 18 conclusive evi-
denoce that a falling away {rom prim-.
itive paths had taken place. We will
83y, that, if thers had not been such
an apostagy, there would have been
no place for the restoration spoken
of in this verse (Kev. 14:6); if
there hsd been no falling away
after Christ’s day, there would have
been no room for a restoration.
By reason of the people gomg away
from the truth, God had to mske a
restoration. And it was the same -
way it the days when Noah and hie
gons took possession of the sarth.
At first the peopls were good and
diligent, but afterwards they strayed
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away, and God ~sold them into
Egypt. = After they returned- to
@od again, he brought them to the

promised land through Moses,:and -

the church was again restored. But

as I showed you in the first chapter .~
of Isaiah, the church became .cor-. '

rupt again; all was corrapt except
just a ¢little remnant.” ~And God
seeing that corruption had come in,
he had in the ninth hour to make
another restoration, and he calls
John the Baptist to straighten the
crooked pathe, and thus he restored
the chureb again ashe did in former
times.  And after the days of Jesns
Chrigt, according to the declaration
of Jesus himself, the ¢kingdom of -
God suffereth violence, and the
violent take it by force.” . And-
Panl says, <After my departure,
ghsll griveous wolves enter in among
you, not.sparing the flock. Also of
your own selves shall men arise,
speaking perverse things, to draw
away disciples after them.” And
" talking to disabuse the minds of
the brethran with reference to the
second coming of Christ, he told
them that the Son of Man counld not
come until there came s falling
away first. I want to say, that
they fell sway from the truth in
such a way, ag we learn by hidtori-
oal evidence—so far that God had
to make a restoration again. And
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as we find it in Amos 3:7; ¢“Buorely
the Lord God will do nothing but
he revealeth his secret unto his rer-
vants the prophets.” And is not
that in harmony with the remark
-that God would c¢all a prophet in
the eleventh hour? Did I not read
{0 you from the 24th chapter of
Matthew, that before the coming of
the Son of Man, the ‘Lord says he
will have a ¢household,” and he
will choose a man to rule over that
housebold and give the people meat
in due season? And then we find -
in the 29th of Isaiah, where a mar- -
velous work and 2 wonder is spoken
of. He tells us just how it will
come. He talks about a curious
sealed book, We say it is the
" Book of Mormon, sud I am going -
to show you that we coms in fulfll-
ment of that propheay of Isaiah, as
- 16 other people that ever came up-
on the soene of action; have. Joseph -
Smith, the ¢back woods” boy,
came %0 the world when but a mere
youth and told them that 2 book
wag delivered to him by an aungel
from God. And when some of the:
words of thaj book wers transeribed
by bhim onto paper, and taken by
ong of the brethren,to Prof. Anthon
of New York for his investigation
and 1népeciion,  he wanted the
brother te bring 4o him the book;
but the brother told him 1t was
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gealed; and Mr. Anthon said: ¢I.
eannot read a sealed bock.” There
was a prophecy concerning this, -
that 2 book would be brought to
light, and its words would be taken
to a learned man who would say «I
cannot read if, for it in sealed.” And
the book would be given to an un-
learned man who would say, «I am
not learned.” - Who fulfilled this
prophecy? - Did John the Baptist?
Did Jesus or any of his aposties?
Did Martin Luther? - Did Alex-
ander Campbell? Did John Wesley?
Dnid any. of these reformers? No
gir. Who fulfilled it? We say
that that linguist of New Vork and
Joseph - Smith fulfilled it. Tha’
prophet Isaiah says that the ‘‘words
of the book” wers delivered io one
who was ¢learned,” and ke said, I
gannot read 1f, for it is mealed,”
This prediction was fulfilled by~
Prof.-Anthon. A little farther on
he says: “The book iz delivered to
bim that is not learned, and he says,
Tam npo$ learnsd.” Was Joseph
Smith a learned man? Nosir. 1
have heard him called an ignoramus;
and of course he was but an 1lliter-
ate youth. The proclamation of
heaven was pgiven to him and he
comes to the world in his youthful -
days, and the congequences are, that
a propleoy delivered many hundreds
of years before his day, has its ful-
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fillment in the very work that yous
speaker represents. And when you
run along the line a little further;
there i1n the 17th verse, he says:
¢Is it not yet a very little while,
and Lebanon shall be {urned into a
fruittul feld, and the fruitiul field
shall be esteemed as a forest?”

Ah!1 know the herculean task
that the Latter Day Saints had m
the days of Joseph Smith, until
God took the curse from Palestine,
and seni the ¢<former and latter
raing.” When they held the work
up as the fulfillment of the record
there, people would say: O, you say
this book and this marvelous. work
came in fulfillmens of that prophecy
thera?’ - «Yes.” ¢«But don’t it
gay that Palestine shall be turmed
into a fruitful fleld shortly after
that?” Many of the elders have
had to blush when this was thrust
at them, and why? Decause the
curse was not removed from Pales-
tine, and in the year 1830, and on
up for years, there the curse stood
a8 testimony agalnet them. And
when Joseph Smith was aseassinated
"in June, 1844, he could not powmnt
to the complete fulfiliment of that
prophecy. Is could oanly say, «I
have brought forth this marvelous
work and a wonder, in fulfillment
of the prophecy oconcerning it.”
s U, yes, Jossph Smith, you did, but
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don’t it say that the land of Pales-
ting shall again be a fruitful field
in *a very little while’ after thag
marvelons work: had been com-
menced?” Joseph was silent here;
God bad not fulfilled it. But God
had said in his record: I will con-
firm the word with signe following.”
And he did, too. How did he do
14?7 In the year 1852 in fulfillment
of his word, though Joseph Smith’s
body rested in the grave and his
enemies sent presente to each other
like they did over Jesus, and the
apostles and prophets of days of
old, becanse. they troubled them,
yet the wvoice and counsel of Al-
mighty God, which he had spoken
throngh Isaiah, had to be fulfilled.
. {od strefched forth hie hand over
the land of Palestine and in the
years 1852-53, the curse was re-
moved by restoring fo that land
¢sthe former and latter rains,” to
the astonishment of the learned
- world.

You see, God was a kind of right-
band man to Joseph Smith. If
Josepk Smith was sn impostor, then
God has acted very pecunliarly by
confirming his predictions. Joseph
Smith came in fulfillment of that
prophecy when introducing this
work; and God comes ount of his
hiding place in 2 «svery little while”
and strikes the curss from Palesting
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to lat the Jews come home 1n fulfill-
ment of the propheoy that an ensign
would be lifted up; and are they
not coming homs? I have here
soms clippings from papers that 1
will read. This 18 under date of
 Aungust 11th, 1899, Tisays: *Mr.
Bickson, the British consul at-
Jerusalem, in -hie last report, deals
with the trade of Palestine, and says,
270,000 boxes of oranges, valued at
£108,000, were exported in 1891.” -
What doea he say? 270,000 boxes
of oranges!’ Why, you have no
country in the south so. fertile as
that. In 1844 you could not have
raised white beans there. God
struck off the cmrse. Why? To
make psople belisve that Joseph
Smith was a true prophet of God,
and Isaiab’s predictivns true. And
hence, 1f we come in fulfillment of
the word of God, don’t you see that
it is logical to believe that we are
the true church of God? If Joseph
Smith 1n his mission did not fulfilt
that prophecy, I ask you, Who did?

Again: <“Ag far, however, as can
be ascertained, over 2,000,000
bushels of wheat and barley are each
vear gent oui of the country.”——
Londen Times. Is that a fertile
land? It bests cur Dakotas. Now,
if there are any Christian people
here’(who are called Campbellites),
I suppose you will take thiz in, for
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it i from the Christinn Tvaugehst
(8t Lowms) Sepiember, 1892. It

-says it is from «Hev. W, Ewmrf of
Safed, a missionary (o the Tews of -
Palestme, who has long resided in
that great center of Judaism. In
thia letter he gays that it is the in-
terest of the Jews themselves to
keep down the eetimate of their
number, 50 us to lighten the taxes
payable to the government. Bat
notwithstanding this, the Hebrvew
calendar gives 80,000 as the number
of Jews now 1n Palestine, and one
who is 1n condition to know, says
that there are over a hundred thous-
and.” I have heard1b disputed tha§
the Jews wers gathering back to
Palestine, and I heard it said that
there was only a handful there, but
here 18 the record; ¢over a hundred
thousand.” How many were there
when Joseph Smith was killed?
Only 2 handful compared with the
‘number now. Let uslook atita
little further through the tubes of
history before 1830:

«Highteen centuries of war, ruin,
and neglact, have passed over it. Its
valleys have been croppad for ages
without the least attempt at fertili-
zation. Its terraced walls have been
allowed to crumble, and its socil has
washed down its ravines leaving
the hill sides rocky sand sterile.
Its trees have been cut down and
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never replaced. Its fields have been
desolate. Its structures pillaged
and all its 1mprovements ruthlessly
destroyed. A land of ruing with-
out man or beast, Hverywhere on
plain or mountain, in rocky desert,
or on beething cliff, the spoiler’s
hand has rested,”—MeClintock and
Strong’s Enoyclopedia, Art. Pales-
tine. How uanlike the land when
Moses was- leading the children of
Israel to it ““as a land flowing with
milk and honey.” But now see it
ghrough the pages of history since
this ¢‘marvelous work” commenced
.in 1830; and the ¢<little while” has
. paesed, as Isalah has it, when it
shall become a “:truitful feld:”
s arrived 1 Indiang a few days
singe, from the Ezstern Continent.
-1 stopped at Joppa nearly the whole
. winter. For my part, I was well
pleased with the country. It is
certainly a land of most wonderful
- froitfulness, with a delighteome
- climate, producing everything, if
properly ocultivated, and from: two
10 three cropsin a year. They bave
- grain, fruis, and vegetables all the
yoar round; in fact, I never was in
such.a country before. I bave seen
. .muoh good couniry in Hurope -and
-.Americs, but none to' compare with
Palestine; - ite  fruitfulness is - un-
.. sommoun, and the climate the most
...delightsome; even in winter I did
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not see the least sort of frost, and
vogetables of every sort were grow-
ing 1 perfection 1n gardens, It 1is
a faot that the rain and dew are
restored; recently, in 1853, the
former and the latter rain were re-
stored, to the astonishment of the
natives,”—Louis Van Bureun, Sen.,
November 14, 4. ». 1867,

Is not this a fulfillment of these
Bible predictions in favor of the
divinity of this very work that I
am now presenting to you?

If you get a logical thinker to
pick up the Bible and get right
down to business, he will sither
become 3 Latter Day Salut or noth-
ing else. Why? Because the Bible
" is just full of gur position—it 18
everywhere, (QF course, we have
hurried over this, but we tell you
that we are living in the time of the
latter days. We are living in the
wake of the reformers that told the
people long before the Latter Day
Baints made their appearance, that
. there had been an apostasy, and a
. restoratmn wag looked for;: but
many people have missed it, lxke the
- Jews did. about Jesus; because bhe
was born of poor parents and in an

" ox- ptall, they could not see him;

they overlooked ‘him -and crucified
him. And that is the.way 1% ia
with this Latter Day Work. The

sarly reformers told the people that
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God was going to do a marvelous
work and a wonder soon; that the
time was at the doer; they prayed
for it; but when it came they over-
loocked 1t. Why? DBecause the
poor, uneducated, back woods boy
broaght 1t out. If it had been
gome of our great and learned men,
the work would have been lauded
to the heavens, But God said he
was going to do a ‘‘marvelous work
and a wonder,” and because he
brought it to the world through this
poor 1lliterate boy, taey could not
believe it. 1f they don’t believe it
1.cannot belp it. It 18 true, all the
-same. I vell you, friends, ss’ Bro.
- Joseph says, I'have got the country
. <stirred up down where I hive.' And
- .when “they aek ‘me where 1'come
-~ from with this work, I pick ‘up.the
. Bible and tellthem that I come in
fulfillment of the prophecies of this
-book. - There is where I comé from.
Then [ agk, Where- do you ‘¢ome

~ - from ‘with your work? - It there 18
Tl propheno versé in the Bible point-

ing to-your work, authorizing you
“.im-its prophetic fulfillment to do

i that work, get up and show me

where it is. When they agk me
‘thig- guestion, why, I show them
- where we harmonize with the pro-
phetic fulfillment of the prophecies.
Zechariah says, there was an angel
weunt forth, and another angsl went
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out t0 meet him. <“And he said un-
to - him, run, speak to this young-
man, saying, Jerusalem shall be in-
habited as towns without walls for
the multitude of men and cattle
therein.”

Now, look at the argument. We
see the angel talking with this
young man, What 18 he talking
aboui? He says, Jerusalemn shall be
inhabited as towns without walls.
Was it ever inhabited before Zech-
ariah’s time as towns without walls?
~No gir. Was it thus inhabited be-
fore the days of Christ? No sir
-The idea 18 o -get *the thread of
--evidence,” as Prof. Blackstone says.
"The 1dea  of ““Jerysalem being in- -
‘habited as- towns without wallsl”
- -Apd it was to be spoken of to a

young man by an sngel. Joseph
- Smith; when bhe received that in-
telligence from the angel, marveled.
- He did not know that it had sver
“had walls, He looked the matter
-up and found that it had formerly
- been surrounded with walls. - Here
again, we see the thread of evidence.
- Here yoéu- seo wo have evidences
- that are-hundreds of years back;
ave” have the predicticun- that the
#sgoaled book” will be delivered to
--an “‘unlearned man,” and thay God
will do ‘a ‘marvelous work, even a
marvelous work snd s wonder, and
the land “of Palestine in %3 little
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while” sfterwards shall ba & «lymil- -
ful field.” Don’t you gee ths thread
of evidencs from another independ-
ent source? We gee it also in the
85th Pealm-—u thoussnd years be-
fore the days of Christ, and three
thounsand years before the event was
to transpire. What do we have
there? ¢Truth shall spring out ot
the earth and righteousness shall

-look down from heaven, yea, the
Lord shall give that which is good;
and our land shall vield her in-
crease.” IHere is the thread of
evidenoe from amother source.
“Qur land ghall yield her inorease!”
What does Sir Wm. Blackstone
gay? It is the finest argument in--
the world 1n evidence of 2 -case
when it comes from all sources, or
from many and independent
gources,” There are three inde-
pendent evidences here, and with
reference {0 what? With reference
to the work that we represent—the
work brought out by Joseph Smith
in 1830, and confirmed by the Lord
in a ““very little while” in restoring
Palestine to fertility 1m 1852-3,
and Jerusalem iz being rebuilt with.
out walls.  If Joseph Smith is not
the man, [ ask you, Who i8? Per-
sons have said to.me, Why, youn can-
not find Josepk Smith’s namse in
the Bible. And I have asked them
to show me the name of Jesus
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Christ in the. Bible. They wounld -
8ay, Why, it isinthe New Testament
many times. Bat, I say, that was
written by the triends of Jesus’
after his day, it was not written by
his enemiea.’ Do enemies bear ro-
Liable - testimomy of Jesus Christ?
No. It you take the writings of =
Joseph Smith’s friends as testimony
in hig favor, yon will at once be
lieve that he was a prophet of God.
Do yon find either Jesus Christ’s
or John the Baptist’a name in tbe
0Old Testament? No mir. But they
come 1n fulfillment of many of ita
predictions; hence, they were just
what they eclaim fo be. So it is
with Joseph Smith and the work T
stand here  to defsnd - tomight.
Joseph - Bmith and -this work have
fulfilled many important prophecies
in the Bible, spoken many cen-
turies ago; filled them as no other
reformer - and his work have done.
Henee the evidence is the brightest
in favor of Joseph Smith’s prophet-
ic calling, and this church being the
trus ¢hurch of Jesus Christ.

Hxouse me, ag 1 have hastily
wedged  three sermons into one,
May God -blesz you: all, and - that
eventually the light and truth: of the
" restored pospel may find its way to
every nook and corner, = Amen.
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