tion as well as all others.

* Christ into this world, to unify the tace
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SERMON

BY Erprr W H, KELLEY, DELIV- -
ERED AT INDEPENDENCE,
Mo., APRIL 15, 1888.

_Whatever powers of
we'niay be possesscd of, in life we ﬁnd
ourselves lalgely the meatmes of
(ueumsmnces, zmd especmhy I find
niyself so this- aftemoon Near the
elose of the last chapter of first
Thessalonians,
iar words, “Prove all things, and
hold fast that which is' ~ good,”
perhaps - a8 familiar  a  passage ‘of
seripture as we have and as full of 1m—
port, and cale wlated to present at orice
the liberty and ught that belongs to'in-
dividuals upon the great rehglous queb—
Associated
with this text there is a declaration
made by the same ‘Apostle Paul, that
in the d1<pensfttmn of the fulness of
timmes, God proposes to gather in ‘one
1] things, both in heéaven and earth in

him, indicating to us that it is the pur-

pose of God through the mission of

in some regards, and under the presen-

tation and by the influence of that mis-
sion, and by its Operatmn upon the

minds-anhd hearts of men to bringthem

into oneness, and constitute s people
. $hat in faith, in spirit, in everything
. Shail be scceptable to him,  The Bav-

we find the famil-

ior made the statement that “a house-
divided against itself cannoct stand.”
By our mpemences we le'un thab_v
wheérever dwmon and d1scold existy
whether among families, or in’ newh-
borhoods or states, they engender Weak-
ness instead of st trength. This is prow-
en by the experience of the people g
our own country socially and politieal-
ly. In order to hring about a unity,
oneness, a united effort in any given

direction, there must be ackn"" ledgod,

rules, accepted punmples, “to govcm
and direct inn that purpose ; and these;
whether few or many, must be recoived

flmelhgentlv by those who propose to

be governed and directed by - thent,
whethér it is in church or in state.

‘We louk back over the history of a
century or tore, and we find the polit-
ical states of ‘our country were very

‘mueh difierent from what they are to

day.  There was a struggle at thas

‘time for the planting of the principles

of freedom and the rights of man upon
the shores of this new world. Men and
women, ostracised from the associa-
tions of their birth in the éastern

‘world, came to this land, ipspired with

# desire of freedom, of rlght of equah-
ty, and took themselves away from thag
condifion of thmgs that had sunound—
ed them from their mfancy and took -

‘away the natural ﬂghts that seem to’ ;
‘belor g Lo every man. ‘When they had
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arrived here and-the timé¢ came; a com-

pact. was formed by the. people upomn.
this land, to constitute a governmgnt, ;
and they desired to incorporate into it

such principles as would présent them-
selves at once to the thinking mind as

right and true, that they might be unit-

ed upen a government that would be-

come strong and powerful, and able to

resgst all encroachments. In order to
do thxs they were desirous of implant-
ing prmmples which would at once rec-
ommend themselves to the Judgment
@and consciences of men as rlght, such
a8 guai dnteeing to every man the 1igh’.b

to WOI‘thP in his own way, accmdmg N

to the dictates of his own comclence,
and recognizing in every man an indi-
vidual ldcntlty and existence, consti-
tutmg one among the great famﬂy of

mel, whose rights should be prev,elved

along with those of all others. From
the 'l-eCOglxitien of these principlesy as
they were engraved upon the constitu-
tion of our country, and implanted .in
the hearts of the people of this new
world, has grown one of thek grandest

nations the wmld has ever seen. All

nations to-day admne not the Go\ ern-
ment of the United States as such but

by reason of the equity, the justice, and

the rights. of men which are plesexved

and the puvﬂeges of men which are re-
eognized, thelem, so- that it becomesf:
a home for all nations and all people
who are seeking for the privilege of_‘ )

exercising the God-glven facn]tmc; with

which they are endowed to think, to s
make mqmry, to v»omhlp, to be free,
It is this undel]y ing thought that gsumx
the admnatlon of 111 and msplres all,
people who becom acquamted w1th1
this mstltutmn of things, to love it, be-

country thought.

_cause every man’s Tights are held in.

tact. These individual rights, these
gover nmental rights thus preserved, en-
able the government ‘to move forward

< for the accomplishment of one purpose,

the building up of a great government.

By.and by some thinking that they

held the right to move.away, to divide
and weaken ‘this institution  which
would by and by result in'.its. destrue-
tion, as a house divided against. itself

can not stand.. So the people:of thig -
B0 they put. the
: fordes at work to correckt this erfox{;
onvert, and if they -

and set to w01k 0
could not (‘onvelt at once, to enforce

the power by V\hlch these mﬂaencep,,

should be resmamed that the _govern-

ment mxght still go on, for the aceom- ..

plishment ‘of the - great purpose for
which God called it. into being, and

.planted and founded it upon the prinei-

ples of freedom in the Dbeginning.

Thele is no other place in the world as
we conceive, at Iea%t not many, where, .
men have that exclusive right of thougt.
and inquiry, pohtlcally and 1ehg10us]$ 5

that they enjoy in thig eountry ;and is

is unde1 this mﬂuence that we haVe b&-y i

come endowed with, that love of the

rights of mPn to that degree that it has.
ealled out the Iatem i‘orces -planted
gn :exples‘g.mn:_‘ :

W 1thm the m

$ext, “Prove all things and hold fastto
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that which is good,” the citizens of this

country have made inquiry info every-

 thing that has been presented for theif
consideration, and have gone so fai ili-
to it as human sagacity and thought
and inquiry would enable them to go,
having so far as possible investigated
everything which might redound to the
well being of mankind. We scarcely

know what it is to be told; Youw shall

not do this or that, if it is something

{hat is caleulated for the. benefit. of

Wankind.. These rights and privileges
) g’ufuanteed to all, have becoms .a sott
bf second nature. We all, perhaps 14
this one direction have recognized the

iights of individuals, and wé can. un- .

Herstand in the presentation-of the avi-

‘lence, that God had a pufpose in

the establishiient: of this Eondition ..

~uf  things in: the world, it oic
der that. it . might. be - & midr-
sery for thé establishment of that
“institution of things, caloulated o pre-
pate a people that shiall be, his whetl te
shall come to make #p hig jewels; for
_ the statement is that the tile will
 < 20IMe When He WJH gathex together. all
things in heaven and in earth, even ir
Him. The thought,lmtamliy ifipregs-
es itself upon the mind of mlan, if

Christ ever brings the people in one, it -
. very soon, if there is net tnly two, buk

j‘mus‘c be by the recognition of such
principles and rules as are kcallculafted
: toiﬁnd; them in this bend of uition, and
_hy an obedience to which they may re-
c‘eikve all that is in store for thvge. Who
are paitakers-of this union

.+ It is said that we live ift that age Of
‘the woﬂd when this kind of ' a work
\,.wﬂl be consuntmated, when the Savior
;fv}vﬁl come to his bride' and the state:

what- is. wrong;

.asundet rather than utiife.

herself iéudy,” indicating a day of
preparativn, a work that has foritsob-
ject the Bdueation of the people, an ex-
ercise of the powers of the mind in dis-
criminating between what is right. and
the acceptation of
truth; and the tejection of error—*‘i
house .divided agdingt itself canndd
starid.” . There i§ a kind of impulse -of
the miiild add heaft atid soul, that goes
out to the world, and would: inclife i
to take every mlan and every woilan;

- whatever may§ be theit religious: faith,
by the hand dild desire their well-being,

that they miight occupy a place in -this
gHeat dilibn. . But we are divided. - We
4rg hefe to ddvocate priticiples we . be=
lieve t0 be;i"ﬁ‘harnihny with what Goa

las coffiiunicited to the race for their

well being, and which wWe believe will
britig tb thetil the hlghest and best
good. But-somiebody else advbicites g
different: line; and: plessilts’ - certain
prineciples that-divide rather than unite;
that obstrhet rather: than' enconrage.

. Now it does not take a very good  phil-

osoplier to comie th the fbnclusion that
it these two classes of priheiples azre i
opbration in, tHis wotld, bhey wil - pull
“We all de<
sirg oneness:of faith in the human fam-
ily 3 but-that cannot be acecomplished

many pulling .in:opposité - directions,
and making an aﬁbso]fute division uper
the questions of religion. - This divis-

don exists in the miinds of rmen:: whose

gingerity cannot,be: guestionedy rwho

-have & desive fof life; and .whose: lové
for God dand for.-privciple: is:perhaps:

equal to any in-any age of the warld.

But notwithstanding this, the: division
.exists, so Hhuch : go.that individtals
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with the Bible in their iands, ¢laiming

it as the revealed will of God to man,
pointing out their obligations, all elaim- .
ing it as a standard—one holds it con- -

. %ains one set of facts and priuciplesand
another, another until it would take a
. persouquite a while to count all the dif-

ferent sects and parties we have in the

world to-day ; all claiming to be Chris— )

tlan,and all divided against each-other:
To recapitulate: God proposes’‘to
. gather in one all things in heaven and

‘¢arth in him, in harmony with that’

gentiment of Chiist’s prayer, “Father
fuake them one as ¥ and thou att one.”
- 80 long as these forces are at work
among the multitiides of fien - in this
world, one platting one kird of a“sen?

der the nanle and guize of religioh, this
fnity will not be affected. In the or-

. ganization of ou¥ governtent, it was -

hot difficult to convince thé people;that

if one man had a right to representa- °

tion, another had ; and it'did not take
s a great while to learn that if the
white man had certdin rights under the
~ law, the black rian Hiall also; for the
good book says; tHat “Hod made of ofte
~blood all nations bf Men to-dwell upbn
‘the face of the Whole earth; hence the
black man was not résponsible for his
- blackness, any miofs than the white
. inan was responsible fof his whiteness.
Fach one was a part of humunity, a
part of one great family; and' they
conicluded that one part of - the family
had no moral right-to hold the other
part in bondage. When they have
eomo t¢ a unity upon this question

Fwhich has held our right and privileges

intact, wé have to-day before us for
tonsideration, a faith that has for its

“tation

- Christ ifi the Unitéd States:

object the tnification of thi& fdces the
promulgatibn of this set of principes
that will call individuals out from ev:
ery nation under heaven by the accep-
of truth, that they may be
brought into that hond of unity and
oneness constituting what is declared
in the word; a unitefl house:; for il
house dwlded agalnst itself cannot
stanity’

There is'a feelig pfévailing' among '
all denominations of Christians to-day;
that lines of ‘division and diserimina-

tion ought to b8 moved dut of the way.

It is‘not simply the belief of your speak?
er or ‘the pecple he represents; but itis.
the feeling and desire of multltudes ot

; different religious beliefs and there ig
. timent and another; another kind, th- =

a movement at work all ‘6ver tlie Tahd
in ‘order to affett this.: TFhey Thave be-
conle cotivinéed that #his lel ion €n-
genders woakness ; thaf the pri nc1ple iy
true' to-day, thaﬁ a - House " divided
against itself ¢én not starid. I wantté

- réad to Fou fromi page 976 of the Cen~

tury Magazine for April, concerning this
thodght “It is How véry genelally He-
lieved, that there is 4 tendeéncy towards
some orgdnic union of the Churches of
The lead:
ing then of the different dehominations
are fot the most part declaring thefn:
gelv esmfavorofm attempt Htsomsform
gf uniott. # % And the geand
tHinig i1 ‘ordef ‘{0 decomplish it try to

~tedr away 4 much' as poss1ble what

now stands in the way, and cotistitutes
these barrters. - ‘For instance, one #fan

“believes another should be baptized in -
-order that he may constitute a ember
“of Christ’s church. “Another one sayk,

1t is not necessary, and thas brings ip
a dividing line; - # % . % Phig oredt
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" ¢hasfi may be bridged over by stmply
recognizing the  fact, that because
Christ.has died, everything else.should
be deemed of minorimportance. Hence,
all Chistians may unite together upon
that platform.” - That platform
- takes us all in. Tt takes the
Saints, the Methodists, Presbyter-
*jans, for they all recognize this to be
" frue.  Still these divsiohs exist.  The
question, how niuch a peisen miay bes
lieve and how little; and still retain his
- place in ‘the chilreh, is'a serious ques?

tion before us to-day Since my artival

in this county I chiznced to be present

at a little place Where there is a great
. tevival going on.* T

- the neighborhood for a feﬁ/ days previ-
bus to my going there and quiite an inter?
bst awakened, and a gvod Hiany had

. been ‘miwwell by a desite 16 become

" Uhristians; ditd the questith came ip

“while I was tHéle, what one should do

" {n order to be a Chyistian, and have
~.i1’c-a-11dinga place upbn the bfroad plat-

_ form. TFheé ifiinister told ther, that all

" that wag besgary for theli to do was
4o 'get on’ the pPlatforti and be prayed

tor.  One Brofher said fie would iike to

. feel differently from what he did. The
tinister talked to hiifl quite a while.
He wished to iifipress upon his mind

“{hat b was saved. But, he said, I do

" not teel any different. '[here must be
some feeling about it.~ The wmiinistbr
falked with him about ten minutes,

but could not make him feel as he de- )

“kired. The minister got up before the
eongregation and said, there is nothing
- in feeling, there is no sense in feeling.
H you hate sin, said he, you are saved.
‘¥t-yoitt hate sin that is the evidénce that

There ‘had: beent &
©. ponsiderable ariount of preaching in

you are a Christﬁan atid saved;  Thrs’

was a great deal of time taken up i
order to impress that upon the vast au-
dience. If this position be true, thed
thére is something wrong with the evi-
dences given to us in'fh;e Scriptures.
This minister said a worldly man could
not hate sin, but we thirik he was mis:
taken ifi thdt. I rbmember reading.
some. lectures by Mr. Ingersoll, and~
sonie of them are pretty good, and He

- gives evidence that there are -some

kinds of sin which he hates. Accord-
ing to tlie theory presented at the re-
vival he. is saved. He also afirmed
that they did not int any doctrine.
Believe that Jesils was the Christ—that
fils all that whs necessary. In order
to have a standifig¢ when Christ maked

" up his jewels, is a belief that he wasd

and that he died to save sinners is'all
that is necessary. - ¥f itis not correcy

we havé each an individual Work to doj
“and it is our privilege and duty to de-
‘termine by proper investigation  and

consideration, which theory is correct.
We take dp the New Testament, and
we read like this in the second ¢hapter

“of Acts, when so many were converted

to Christianity on the Day of Pente-
cost, it says they continwed in the
Apostles’ doctrine.  They had a differ-

" @il ‘idea, they could mot do withouy

doctrine. Paul writing to Timothy

. says, “Take heed. to thyself and theé

docirine, for by it thou shal.t save thy-
self and them that hear thee.” If meit’
Were saved by accepting and obeying.

“doetrine in olden times; it seems to bé

wrong to tell men and women thik
thexe is no’savitig power ‘in doetring.
These doctrines of Christ were the
power and life of that institution dé-
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homuinated the chiitth il olden times,
~zjust as the rights of representation and
»ithe worship of . God are. underlying
_;brineiples that constitute this great in-
: stitution denominiated the government
Cof the United States. They belong to
it, and are essential to the well-being
ofiit. Let me:quote you another text
. :upon this thought : “Whosoever trans-
_ gresseth, and abideth not in the doc-
_trine of Christ, hathi not God. But
~whosoever abideth iit thé doctrine of

‘Christ, hath both the Father and the
wWon.?

This presents thethought, that
i a man undertakes to enter into the
p 1(~latlonsh1p with God which will ehtit-

tle him to salvation in any other Way
thah by obedlence to the doctrine; he
Lwill fail” He may think hé has God,
=01 heray thirk he hag Christ, bt if

he does not réeéognize the doctrine of ..

(‘hust, it is prema facie evidence that
_he has not God. But sonde say, we
"have an experierice, 4 joy. ¥ou never
#rpadabout a denotiinatiol of people,
sand you never.saw one- bt swhat had
some. kind of joy. -
sation of the fulness of times, in
which God pxop'oses to gather together
“ulinations in-one, is the one in which
“God proposes that the principles that
‘eonstitue his doctrine shall be present~
;ed to the world. . And it seends to have
“started right here in this land of liber-
“ty, under this institution. of things
“where the rights of men are guaran-
“toed to them; the right of inquiry, of
worship ;.the right to'say nooryes. . In
presenting Christ to the world we may
tefer to the statement of Paul in Cors

inthiass, that “God was in Christ, re-
“goneiling the world “unte himself.”

‘Fow did Christ reconcile the world un-

4o himself? ' When we learn'’how Christ
reconciledthe world unto himseif, we
Mind that he went frowi city to: eity
‘preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom.
"1fe ealled out other individuals and
Jthey went forth preaching the "Gospsl
uf the Kingdom. :We: read further,
““And he has committed unto us the
“word of reconciliation and the ministry

But this dispen- -

" Christ:

Ty thouoht

ot feconciliation,” and throtigh this
ministry of reconciliation he presented
the: words of -reconeciliation "to the
world, and men becate converted, and
entered into spiritual communion with
him, and were denontinated the ‘‘Body
of Christ,” or “The Church of Christ,”

‘g0 that in this union thete is another

bond, in Which all are one whether
black or White, bond or free. ‘*‘For as
many as Have been baptized into Christ
have-put onr Christ ;-for-in- this-relit-
tionship neither Jew nor Gentile, bond
or tree, male or female, is recognized:
All arethe children of God if they have
faith in Jesus Christ. .. “AB many s
have been baptized frto Clirist have
put on Christ;” showing their faith by
their works. It seéms to me that it
Wwould be a wrong. move -for the great
body of Christians to. unite and. leave
cut.all these prineiples of doctrine, and
unite together upon the broad platform,
if we may so call it; in the recognition
¢fithe fact that God has forgotten all
laws. It says in this good book that
devils believe.and tremble. sWe would
have to follow that crowd, and stand
o1t the platform with all thé rest, if we
4dmit the basis ofinion which throws
away all ‘doctrine. Ingersoll says if he
finds ocut by and by, that theye is 4 God,
he VVlﬂ be willing to recognize him.. So
he must be received also. - If we-. take
into consideration the peculiar age of
the world in which we live, and uhe
condition “of things in- which™ we
find ourselves, -having these’ barriers
taken away, and the rights of individ-
uals guaranteed, the mind and:soul go
outin search of truth; and with the
Bible before him, ¥ do not dee ‘how an:
individual ‘can &#pect to enfei - into
that particular relationstip with: God,
except by obedience to the doctrine of
Let nie give you an example
from the New Testament explalmng.
You will remember the
familiar statement fowid-in the Aets,
when the Spirit said to Philip, “Goand’
join  yourself to the chariot, and ‘he -

. went and did so.  Phore was a man.in
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the chariot who had been;réadi:ﬁg the

scriptures. e was a choice mz@n; had
been to Jerusalem to worship the great
Jehovah of the Jews. He was sincere,
but did riot understand -what he read.
Philp said to him, ~Understandest
thou what thou readest? How‘ can I

exeept some man guide me?” Then if

ig said that he commenced at thatsams

scripture and’ pleached unto him Jesus.

He said more than telhng him Jesus

was the Christ; he did more than
tell him Jesus was erucified. Befme
he was done preaching to this man he
realized there was a work for him to
do. “Iere is water.” he exclaimed,

swhat does hinder me from being bap:

" tizéd. And Philip said unto him if

thou believest with all thy heart thou

mayest; and he commannded the
chariot-to stand still, and- they Went
down into the water, both Philip and
the Eunech.”
difference what may have been an in-
dividual’s 15eculiar religious environ-
ments, in order to take his place in
this institution known as the church of
(God, he must be baptized. Just as a
Frenchman or Spaniard,
come to this country tomorrow, must
¢onform to the rules laid down by our
government, in order to become a citi-
zen thereof; so all men, if they would

stand in a place to receive recognition”
of heaven and God, must comply with
the requirements of the heavenly king-

* dom, and be received into it in accord
~ ance with its requirements. ‘“Whoso-
" ever transgresseth and abideth not in
the doctrine of Christ, he hathnot God;
but whosoever abideth in the doetrine
of Christ, hath both the Father and
she Son.” Thus they went in olden

" form, and thexeby become one

1t seems, then, ‘that no

“who -may

times, pr eachmg everywhere, the L01 L;
w mkmg w1th them and conﬁxmmg thc»
word  with mgm followmg Th :
pxeached the doctrine of Chr ist, a sﬁt of
principles to which men m1ght 00 'l
As it
was in that day, so it is to be mfth(?

age denominated the dlspensatlon of .

the fulnes% of tlmes in Wthh God pro-.
" poses to gather together all thlngs in
"one, in heaven and in earth.

‘When the harvest is, we underst’md':
is the end of tue world The pmphet y
et Isaiah pomts out a tune Just before.
the end of the world or Just before the—
harvest time when he etht% thu;, 5

AH ye mhabxt(mts of the World ‘md,
dwellers on the earth, see ye When he
lifteth up an ensign on the mountains, '
and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear

ve.” Then somewhat in the fubure.
from that, when the harvest is
ripe, the world vready for the

cleansing by fire, about the. time,
when old Babylon would malke all .
nations drunken as indicated in the
revelation, God would commence i
work. You remember that significant
statement in this'same chapter, where-
in he says, “Woe to the land shadowing
with wings” ete. This land was not
known until the days of Columbus, and
from that time this new world began

16 be peopled, and a grand nation
‘arose,
~human rights.

founded wupon liberty and
It seemed abotit the
right time for God to commence his
strange aect, and to bring to pass hix
strange work, to gather together all
things in heaven and earth in one, even
in him. That is the reason we are '
here this afternoon. Right hers in-

this land, the best and most suitable
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place, God has commenced that work,

It is for the purpose of presenting. to
“paen the principles of Christ’s doctrine,
_thatby accepting and,obeying them,
\sen may be prepared for his coming,
‘Fhey are the same underlying princi-
| ples that were presented to the “world
in the days of Christ and the Apostles.
"Fhe Apostle tells us, “Now ye are the
“pody-of Christ, ~and membels in partic-
ular for by one spirit are ye all baptiz-

d into one body, and have been all

made to  drink
"“hnsu is the

o life of the Church; yebt it

difficult to get men to believe that thew
s any inspimtion‘i’n the body to-day.
She Apostle tells us, that by “one spir-
# are we all baptized into one body,
wind been made bo drink iito one spii-
it are we all bap‘med ‘into one bodv,

into one spirit,

il
als
There i4 division 1i the world over

these things, one preaching one organ-
izablon andl another something differs

“hold fast that which is good.”

lifa of the bedv, ‘

“fact as wcll as in name,

and been made to drink into one ‘Spir-

ent, and it is thought to be selfish to .. .
take the ground that one is nght and
another wrong; but there is a square,_
I may
be wrong and you may be wreng, but
if.we confliet with each other, we can.

conflict, both can not be right.

not both be rlght So we must have

recourse to the ‘language- of the text

this afternoon, “PIOVE all things, .md
7 Inves-
tigate that which is presented to you,

and having satisfied yourselves as to

that which is right and true, make
your lives-correspond therewith.
»WWM‘,.
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