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EPISTLE 0F THE TWELVE.

LEGAL AUTHORITIES OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS
' CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS. '

WILLIAM S’\HTH the irst Premdent Pmphet, Seer, Revela»
dar, Tr%nsiator, and Patriarch over the whole church, :

JOSEPH WOOD,. (zgd’s Spokesrian for, and Counsellor to the

waid Wintham Surrs, President of the Quorum of the Twélve Apos-

tles and thie whole ministry; also; a Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and
Translator; - holding  the keys of the ministry of this latter day
dispensation, equa iy and jointly with the said Wiiiiam Seura,

Presidents Liymax Wsem* and AARGN Héox, Counsellors in
First Premdcney.

The Quomm of de@e Apo&le&

: WKLLTAM P. LLDRIDGE i IRVIN CARTER,

- ANDREW BALENTINE, - .1 GEORGE BAILY,
BPENCER SMITH, = EDWIN. CADW ELILy
§OSEPH D. GOODALE, . ALVA SMITH,

STEPHEN CURTIS; : = JASON W. BRIGGS,
ORANGE Li WIGHT, IRA J. PATTEN.

~T'he above is a list of the namss of the Twelvé Apostles. Brothet
g4 -J. ParTen, the last name on the list, is a brother of the Apostlé
v W. Parren, who suffered taartyrdom for the sause of Christ.
ring the persecution in Missoutt. ~ The members of this Quoruis
o all equal; but when they are in Council, and the Spokesmar,
ho'is thisir legitimate President, - is absént, the ‘oldest man presed
{in cotirtesy 10 age,) presides. Theoldeést man inay #lso, (in the sl
wence of the Spokesmin,) convene said Quorum for businsss;
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THE EPISTLE.

Joseph' Wood, God’s Spokesman fory and Counsellor to Williams
Smith, (whisgh said William Smith. is the First Presidenat, Prophet,
Seer, Revelator, Translatory and Pamareh overthe whole chureh of Je-.
sus Christ of Latter Day bdlﬂtb,) President of the Quorum of Twelve.,
Apostles, and of the whole ministry of the church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, by the grace and commandment of God our fath-
er, and' the T.ord Jesus Chirist. our hope, through the inspiration of -
the Holy Ghost, by revelation to.us given; also, by the sommandment
of God -our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ our Lord, by and.
through the:inspiration of the Holy Ghost to us given, evea by rev-
elation to us given; as to men.in‘days of old; called, annointed, andy
erdained (undm the hands of the. said: William Smith K Prophet,
Yeer, Revélator, and Translator of 'said Church, 1o hold the keys of
the ministry of this latter day dispensation, equal to, and jointly with..
the: said ~Willlam Smith, in bohalf of the T'welve Apostles of our.
Lord Jesus Christ, who' are the special witnesses of this latter day.
dispensation, or tho, dispensation, of  the fullness of times; and also,
the' special  witnesses of the: said  William Smith’s being the true-
and only: legal ‘suceessor of his Brothers Hyrum and Joseph Smith.
in’ the offices ‘of . Patriarch. and First President. over -the. whole.
shurch. . Which said Hyrum.and Joseph Smith suffered martyrdom
forthe testimony which . they bear of the. fullnessof the gloricus
gospel of the son of the ever-blessed God, to whom:be praise, honor,
power, and glory, both now and foréver, Amen. - Unto the church of
Josus Christ of Latler Day Saints scatterod abroad, wherever they
be. upon the face of the whole earth, grace, mercy, and péace,.
from God our Fatherand the Liord Jesus Christ-our Savior, and the
gommunion, inspiration, and teaching of ‘the Holy Ghost, rest; re-~
main, and abide in, with, and among you, henceforth, now and for-
sver, Amen.

Ye kaow, brethren, and if ye.donot it isa qhame utito you, that

sur beloved brother Joseph Smith was called of ‘God, after the: world ;
ad'long ‘lain in darkness, by theé ministering of an holy angel, to-
translate the Book of Mormon, and. preach the fulness of the n-louous

gospol-of tho Son of God, that men might repent and. turn o God, .
ceive a remission of their sins, and as in days of old, enjoy sweet

mmunion with, thexr Creator, be filled with divine lmGWledoe, wis-

m and understagnding, and oomprehend all things; yea, even the.

niysteries of eternity,

Our brother Joseph Smith being endowed with power and author-

ity from on high, 1houo“h of himsslf weak, vet being wade strong by
tho. Holy bi,mt, in obedience to the lwzweny vision, commenced

www,LatterDay Truth.org



4 BPISTLE OF

preaching the fullness of the gospel and thereby exposing the srrors
of the religious world, and notwithstandinsg the opposition, contradio~
tion, and persecution which he had to face, succeeded in convineing
soveral persons of the fruth, and on the 6th day of April, A. D, 1830,
organized a chureh of six members, built upon the aposties and ‘proph-
ets, Jesus Christ ‘himself being the ¢hief comnerstone, From this
day forth, the Lord haih called plain, simple mex, of common under-
standing, with honest hearts, and endowed them with the Holy Spirit
to preach the fullpess of the gospel, the dispensation of the fulness
of times, to this wicked and perversé generation, .~ Mor was
Satan idle—no, not he,~but stirring up the hearts of his servants
the seotarian priests, and other wicked men, he through them mada
war upon the saints, and hath kept up that warfare ever since.  Bug
the servants of God continued to: proslaim the sverlasting gospel;
multitudes of both men and women believed; the Holy Ghost fell
upon-them, and they spake with tongues and prophesyed; and by
the favor of God, lived in the enjeyment of all the ‘other gifts and
blessings of the gloricus gospel of the son of the ever-blessed God.,

These, bretliren, were happy times: hedvenly demoustrations,
which continued with the chureli at large until after the martyrdom
of Brothers Hyrum and Joseph Smith; yes, andhave since that time
gontinued with those who have continued in the faith, and not snffers
&d themselves to be led from thé true church by following false and
pernicious - dostrinés, the inventions, of wieked- men; though they
- were hid from the great body until the Lord edmmanded Brother

- William Smith to arise and put on his ‘armour to redeem Zion; and g
God, even now, as furmerly. bears record to his word by the Holy
Ghost, and eonfirms the word by signs following; yea, again s the
Lord visiting his people In meroy; again dothsthe true light shine,
and will continue to shine and increase in- its lustre and glory unto
the perfect day. Shortly will. Zion put on her beautiful garments,
go forth in her majesty, the earth boredéemed, the wicked and: re-
bellious be. cut off by the judgments of the Lord God Omnipotent,
the whole earth become a habitation for the saints, the kingdoms of
this world become the kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ; and -al}
shall know the Lord, from the least to the greatest; and the Lord
Jesus shall reign in Mount Zion, and in. Jerusalem, and before hiw
aucients glorionsly. But to return: Thus the good work continued
to roll on, till as in former years, and as in aneient times, the powers
of darkness united their unhallowed forces and combined their dia~
bolieal legions, to fight against the God of Jacob, - The saints who
were gathered at Kirtland, Ohie, were so persecuted that the aged
Patriarch and his son Joseph, the seer, with the larger portion of th
Chureh; removed to Missourt. - Here, by industry and economy; the
began to grow. wealthy, establish schools, build houses of worship,
and by their honest labor aequire and live on the fat of the land
But when was the time that the people of God enjoyed peace an
test? The priests aud their dupes saw with jndignation and hatre
the growing wealth and - continued . increase of - the numbers of th
saints. Diabolus saw very clearly that his temples would soon b
Quserted if these people should live, advocate, and enjoy the pure
teligion of Christ unmolested; so, stirring up the hearts of these
ki of wickedness; eorruption; ignorance, and duplieity, determined
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THE TWELVE, 5

through them to annoy, vex, harass, worry, and torment the saints

of the Most High, and if possible deprive them of the inalienable

rights guarantied to them by the Constitution of the United States.

‘Then these servants of the prince of darkness with hearts” filled

with hatred, wmalice, euvy and murder, eyes longing for plunder.

flashing with rage and fiendish lust; faces -dark with vengeance

fury, and outrage, regaraless of all laws, human and divine, com™

menced robbing, plundering, and murdering the saints generally, nor

did unprotected females,and inoffensive children eseape the villuinous

assaults, and fiendish brutality of these desperadces, * At length,

as-ye know, Boggs, the Governer of the State' of Missourl, joined

with this banditti of rebbers and murderers, and issued his extermin.-

i ating order against the saints, or, as he denominated them, the Mor-

mons. - The Governor; for purposes known to himself, having thus

joined himself to the mob, the saints to save their lives, were com-

pelled to leave their homes and firesides to the possession of a ruth-

léss mob, and gathering such property as had not been taken from

them by these cut threats, and they eould carry with them, were

wompslled to flee to the State of 1llinois for refuge, .

Thus a branch of the church of JesasChrist of' Latter Day Baints,

aumbsring about ten. thousand, for no other cause but holding to'and

believing in the faith onee delivered to the saints, were robbed, mur<

dered, and finally driven from their Homés by & God daring mob, with

{ u wicked; faithiess Governor at their head.  After they arrived in

illineis, they located themselves principally at Commerce, (Nduvoo,}

and by the most indefatigable inc&atry and most rigid econotmy; soon

mads themselves eomfortabie as to the things of this life, and breth-
ren gathering in from different paits, scon made them nurmerous.

Here Fatlier Joseph Hmith, the Patriarch overthe whole chureh,

died; and was succeeded in that office by his son Hyrum, who held

#aid office by right of lineal descents and as he was older than broth=

@r Josaph, in accordanee with his birthright, héld the keys (as his

father had dene) of the Patriurchal blessings over:the whole shurch;

Here the chursh was in hopes of & long rest, but Satan was busy,

and his servants baving brought a * false accusation against the Pa-

triareh and First President of the c¢hureh, they were lodged in Car-

ghage Juil, where they siuffered Murtyrdom en the 27th day of June,

A, DL 1844, At this time President William Swmith ‘was in the

state of New York. Soon- after their murder, Samuel H, Smith

died, a-martyr for the truth, leaving our brother William Smith the

nly surviving son of the géod old Patridreh, and of eourse the only

urviving brother of Hyrum and Joseph 8mith, and sonsequently the

only living heir to. the Patriarehy and First Presidency  over the
hureh. S : ] .

"The murder of these two men of God, as we may rationally con-

lude, threw the branch of the church’at’ Nauvoo, into. great eon=

ion, and the inquiry was made, who. is to-succeed these mien =

Had they carefully and prayerfully exawined the Bible, Book of

. Mormon, and Book of Doctrines and Covenants, on this subjeet,

“they might have learned the truth with respect to this -matter; but

they did not do sn!  The truth is, during the time of" their prosper-

ity at Nauvoo, many ungodly men had erept info the' chureh’ una-

wares; wieked and nnholy men, thirsting for power over ths
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6 EPISTLE OF

saints, that they might eonsume it upon their lust. These men weore
ready to be revealed in their time: and as the time had come for the
Lord to sever the honest in heart from the abominable and Irypocrites;
he chose 10 leave them to themselves for a season; and then tern ‘and
purge Jacob and purify Isracl. = Of eourse, in ‘this contusion and
trouble, the saints loocked to as many of the twelve  as. were with
them;, for commsel; but instead of these men  seeking for the gounsel
of God, they took advantage of the prevailing - distress, eonfusion,
and apparent uncertainty, and declared themselves the head of 'the
chureh, and at length suceeeded in getting the ehureh &t Nauvoo te
vote them such; what an anomaly, e body with twelve heids! Now
commenced a scene of iniguity; a jubilee was procliimed, slf bands
were loosed, and such a scene of debauchery, adultéry, and seduc-
tion, has seldom been witnessed among eivilizéd people.  This is the
kind of holiness that signalized the commenecement of the reign of
the mun of sin, even Brigham Yuung, who, together with-those of
the twolve that helped him in his unnoly usurpation, (and assisted
him in giving  his abominadle enduwmenl at Naiwoo, and followed
him into the wilderness, giving him their assistance in sedueing. the
saints, are “sons of perditin, aid can o miore be received mmlo” the
church. Brighem Young and his sworn conspirators, at length, af-
tor leading as many as would follow him, into the wildemess; suc=
teeded in getting thom to elest him First President of the ghureh,
‘as though he could be made & Prophet by on election! O yé&fair
ones, how have ye fallen, and now saffered yourselves to be led inte
“a 'salt land, without inhabitants |- Jeremiah, 17, 6 and 7 versési==
During the troubles at Nauvoo, sncther @rck imposior, arese, by the
name of James J. Strang.  This notorious hypoerite dnd unpringi-
pled infidel, produeed a furged letter, with Joseph Smith’s name
signed to it not, however, 'in’ Joreph Bmith’s handwriting, hor in
the handwriting of-any of his clérks; nor is thete evon' ome wilnessy
‘of its authemicity. 'This he elaims to eontain a revelation appoint-
ing him Joseph's suesesror. “This is a novel way of making proph-
ets, to be sure. Who ever heard of & prophet being made by a let-
ter? Strange absurdity! - ) S
We might here say something of . Jemes Colfens Brewster, an
his"pretensions, and of other. minor impostors; but passimg events
are so swiftly determin'ng their destiny, that we deem it unngces-
sary, They have had their day, and you who are or have been eon-
- nected with them, well know that- the gifts and bléssings that: at
tend the ehureh under the .adminisiration of our brother: Josep
8Bmith, have fled froni their administrations! - Why this? God is: th
same! Tor this reason and ne other, they are  false prophets; Go
will not bless their administration.  Brethren, yehave in a manne
distrusted God; ye have supposed, many of veou, that the Lord su
fered the wicked to slay 'your prophets; without informing yeu
Plainly that ye cannot be deseived. who are to sueceed them, an
threfore many of the honest have been deeeived by pretenders. - But
beloved brethren, this is your mistaka; the Lord hath revealed it as
‘plain as need be; yea, even so plainthat ye may see it as elear as
ye-can see the sun atnoon, when no eloud intervenes.  To-his Holy
mame be wisdom, power, and might, forever and ever, Amen.
Now brethren, ye know that Brother Willlam Smith is the only
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THE TWELVE. 7

living son of old father Smith, who in his day was Patriarch over
the whole church, and the only living brother of Joseph Smith, whe
was the First Preuldent of the church. . Him, even brother Wllham,
do'we receive‘as Patriarch, First President, &e., over the whole
ehurch; and most assuredly believe that-he holds these offices by
right of lineal'descent from his fathers... Westhen prove' this from
the Bible, New Testament, Book of Mormon, and Book of Docmnes
and Covenants.

-+ From the Bible, 1st. The Patriarchal office - descends from father
‘to son by right; also, the Liesser or Aaronie priest-hood was handed

.down from father to son. Christ’s -brother suceeeded him in the
. presidency of the ancient chureh.

From the Book of Mormon, 2d. The office of High Prlest, {proe-
ddent) of the church descended from father to. son,; and was ‘trans-
ferred from brother to brother. ©

3d. Book of Doctrines and Covenants. Thrs order ‘is to continue
until the restitution of all things spoken by the mouths ofrall- the
tholy prophets.

1. We have to show you‘from the Bible, first, that the Patrlarehal
office descends from Father toson: —2d. That the Priesthood. of
Aaton descends from father to son. = 3d. From the New Testament,
that Christ’s brother succeeded him in the presidency ‘of the ancient
church

- Then; 1st Gen. 12, “Now the Lord had said unto Abrahdm, ‘get
#hee out of thy country, and.from thy kindred, and" from thy fathers

house; unto a land that I will show thee; and I will ‘make of thee-a
.great nation; and I will bless thee, and make thy rame great; and
thou shall be a blessing; and will bless them that bless thee, ‘and
:eurse him that curseth thee; and in thee shall all the families of the
-earth be blessed.” ~Gen. 13——14 15, 16 versess “ And. the Liord
said unto Abram; after that Lot was separated from him, lift up now
thine eyes, and look from the place whete thou art, northward, ‘and
ssouthward, and eastward, and westwards; for all the land whleh thou
seest, to thee will L ‘give it, and to thy seed foréver. # And 1 will
make thy seed as the dust of the earth; so that if a man can num-
ser the dust of the earth, then. shall thy seed be numbered.” - Gemn.
17—3, 4, 5 verses: * And Abram fellupon his face; and God talked
with hxm, saying, as for ine, behold my - covenant is with thee, and
thot shali be a father (Patriarch) of {over) many nations.  Neither
shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be
~called . Abraham; (Father, Patriarch) for a. father “(Patriarch) of
{over) many nations have I made thee.”

But should any be so ignorant as to corntend that Abraham was
not a patriareh, let-him hear what Paul says on that subject. Heb.
Ty 4th verse.. *“Now consider how great this man was, unto whom
even the patriarch Abraham gave thie tenth of the spoils,”. - Abra-
ham was not only a Patriarch,but a Prophet also. * Gen. 20--7th"
verse: % Now therefore, restore the man his wife: -for hie is a Proph=
«@t, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt ‘live,” &e. - Ye cannot
be mistaken here that Abraham was s Patrmrch and Prophet; tho
same promises that God made to~ Abraham he confirmed upon the
head of his son Isaac; amd Isaac acts in the Patriarchial Office
whenhe blesses Jacob, then see Gen, 28——4 verses ‘“ And give thee
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8 EPISTLE OF

the blessing of Abraham, to thee and thy seed after thee.” What
were the blessings of Abraham here confirmed by Isaac upon Jacob’s
head? - One blessing was evidently . that of being.a Patriaréki and
Prophet. So Isage must have been-a Patriarch ‘and Prophet; or he
eould not have conferred this, or more - properly these blessings on
Jacob.. The truth is, Isaac inherited these blessings from Abraham
as his helr, and Jacob inherfted them: from Isade; and Isaac confirm-
ed them upon him and his seed. Abraham and Isaac were Patri-
archs and Prophets, and Jacob was not enly a Patriarch and Proph-
ot by right of his lineal deseent from. Abraham and :Isaae, but_had
attained to greater blessings.. Genesis 49—326 verse: * The. bless-
ings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my progen=
itors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills; they shall -be upom
the head of Joseph;” &ec. In this we learn that Jacob was all that his
fathers were with respect fo blessings more, aud that these. blessings
were by him,confirmed upon Joseph,making him a Patriarch and Pro«
phet, &ec. Reuben was entitled to the Patriarchy, but in consequenes
of one abominable act the birthright was given to Joseph’s sons. Ch,
5—1st verse: “Now Reuben,the first-horn of Israel; (for he was first=
bom; but, inasmauch as he defiled his father’s bed, his birthright was
given unto the sons of Joseph the son of Israel,” &e., so the sons of
Joseph; also, are- to; inherit the birth.right, (Patnarchy) and -the
blessing of their father (Joseph) descends upon them as a matter of
sourse. ~Thus brethren ye oan plainly see how old father Smith: (a
descendant of Joseph,) became the Patriarch of the chureh in these -
last days, whioch office Brother IHyrum, by virtue of his blrthn(rht,
inherited in preference to Brother Joseph. e
But, perhapq some man -may ignorantly say. ‘that brother Hyrume
did not reseive the office of Patriarch by right. We say unto-him
read in the book of Cov., 3d Fd.; p. 407— that ‘my servant Hyrum
may take the office of Priesthood and Patriarch, which was appoint-
ed unte: him by his father; by blessing, dnd also. by night,. (by whay
right? ' Right of lineal deseem birthright of coume} that: from
henceforth ehe may  hold the keys of the,) patriarchsl blessings upom,
the heads of all my people, (Joseph was one of God's people) that
whosoever he blesses may be blessed, and whoever he curseth: ‘shall
be eursed: “Fhat whatsoever he shall bind ex earth shall be:bound in.
heaven; and whatscever he shall loose on ea,rbh shadl be lopsed in hea-
ven,” &Lc. Thus, we see that the patriarehial and. prophetie office
descended from Abraham to Isaae, trom Isaac to Jaeob,from Jacob te
his son Joseph, and also, to Joseph's sons, which were Ephraim.and
Manasseh, Lphrmm havmg the greater blessing; and from-Joseph
through the loins of Ephraim to old Father Sxmth from sold: Father
to his son. Hyrum Smith. -Here we. will leave this matter for th
present,
We arenext, 2d,te prove that the, Priesthood of Aaron (1esse;
Priesthood) descends: from fdther to.son. -Ex. 28,1, ver... <-And
teke theu unto thee, :Aaron, thy brother and his sons vnth him, from .
among thé children of Esrael, that they may minister unto me in'the
Priest’s ofﬁee, even Aaron, Nad'ab and Abihu, Eleazar and. Tthamar,
Aaron’s sons.” " Ex, 40, 14 15, .ver. - % And ‘thou shalt. bring his
sons-and clothe them with coats, and thoun shalt anoint them, as thou
4idst anoint their father,that they may minister unto me-in the Priest’s
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office, for their anointing shall surely be an overlasting priesthood
throughout their generations,” . Num, 3, 10 ver. “ And thou shalt
appoint Aaron and his sons, and they shall wait on their Priest’s office;
and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.”- Num. 18,8
ver. . “ And the Lord “spake unto Aaron, behold, I have also-given
thee the charge of my heave-offerings of all the hallowed things of
the childrén of Israel; unto thee have I given them by reason of the
anointing; and to thy sons, by an ordinance for ever” =~ We think,
brethren, that these evidences are sufficient to show unto: you that
Aaron’s Priesthood descended from him to his sons. Nor are they
now divested of that right; they will yet administer before the Lord
An their Priest’s office. Mal. 3, 3 and 4, vorses. * And he shall it as
a refiner and purifier of silver; and he shall purify the sons of Levi,
and purge them as gold and silver, that they offer unto the Lord an
offering in righteousness. 'Then shall the offering of Judah and Je-
rusalem be pleasant. unto the Lord, as in days of old, and as in for-
mer years.,”  We think, brethren, we have said enough on this point.
We' proceed to. show next, 3rd; from the New Testament, that
Christ’s - brother succeeded him in the presideney of the -ancient
Church. L
It hath-been generally believed that the Apostle, Peter, was Pre-~

sident of the Ancient Churgh, (in the days of the Apostles) but this

isam error.. There was no revelation in the days of Brother Joseph

on this subject; the conclusion was drawi from’ inference and not

being contested was acquiesced. in by the brethren. - Ye will then
inguire in what office. did.- Peter stand? We. answer: he was the
spokesman, president of the twelve Apostles, and of the whole mini-
stry, - Hence, we always find him foremost in asking and answering
questions, preaching the - Gospel' both to Jews and Gentiles, . You
may say, perhaps, the keys of the kingdom of Heaven were given
unto him- with power to bind and seal on earth. - Thisis true, and
g0 it is also true that power was given unts the other Apostles to
bind and seal like unto Peter.  We hold that the Apostle James was
president of the Ancient Church, and was only superior t¢ Peter by
wirtue of his presidency; that they held all other power and authori-
ty, the koys included, jointly. James was First President. Peter
was. spokesman, and to this agrees a revelaiion of Joseph, . Doe. &
Cor. 3d. Bd.,p. 237, «Hc (John) shall minister for those who
shall be heirs of salvation who dwell on the earth; and I will make
thee to minister for him and thy brother James, and unto you three I
will give this power and the keysof the ministry uniil I come.”
According to this, this power, and the keys of the ministry were to
be held by James, Poter, and John, which can only be aecounted for
by.James suceeeding Christ in the presidency, aud after his death,
. John suceeeding him, and Peter being spokesman during James’ ad-
ministration an‘ at least some part of the administration of John. Ha
could not have been the first president, beeause he was to minister
for them; the less ministsrs Jor the greater. -Aaron Was spokesman
{minister) for Moses,

There is a.rule given by which we may doterming who is presi-
dent; he that presides in council -and passes sentence, is evidently
president, . Now we ask youa to show us one example of Peter’s pre-~
siding ;g@ng passing sentence. Can you do this? Nay, there iz ne
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such -example! The question. now arises was James the Lord’s
brother? iet the apostle Paul answer this.. Gal. 1, 18, 19, verses:
. ““Then after three years 1 went vip to. Jerusalem to ses Peter,-and
‘#bode with him fifteen days. But otheér of the Apostles saw 1:none,
save Junes, the Lord’s brother.”  But a little more as'to Peier's pre~
siding-over -the ‘Ancient Church. “Asts 8, 14,15, verses.. * Now
~when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John, whoy
when'they were comie down, prayed ' for them that they might re«
«¢eive the Holy Ghost. &e.” ~ Wonld not brethren think:it very much
«out ¢f order for the apostles to send the Fi st President of 1he church
40 some branch to confirm some new. made. diseiples? - Aects 11, 2,3y
verses. ' “'And when he was eome up to- Jerusalem they that-were
“of the-eircumeision cuntended with him; saying, thou: wentest in to
wmen uncircomeised, and. didst edt with them.” “Can the brethren
‘believe that the believing Jews would have thus vontended with the
First President of the ehurch ¥ Gal -2,/11, 12; verses.~ “ But when
Peter came to Antiosh, 1T withstood him to the fiee, because he was
40 be blamed. " For before that cerfain eame from James;(the Lord’s
‘brother,) he did eat with the gentiles; but when they- were -comme, ho
withdrew, and separatéd himself, feaving them which were of the
seireumeision.” - Paul here speaks: of withstanding Peter. to his
face; he-also speaks of it in such a marnier asdeaves usto infer that
she himself ecnsidered it a'very bold @et, not to be repeated, as Peter
was in much higher: agthority than himeelf, and excuses himself by
setting forth the actual circumstances of thécase, and says Peter
“was to" be blamed. ) o
Would Paul have thus withstood the First President of the charch?
We wot not. But again, why did Peter change his demeanour toward
the gentile bretiiren, when some came down fiom - James? " Because
he feared them of 1he circumeision!” ~Why did he fear them ofthe
eircumci-irn!  He; of course, feated thatthey, when they return-
od to Jerusalem; would réport him to James: (the first president) ds
a'disorderly person.  If Peter' was the first president, why- not.cor-
rect the partial views of them of “the eircumecision, instead of fear-
ing them? - RPN : R
Now let usfind who actually presided and gave sentence; and in
80 doing, we will' tind the first president of the Ancient -Chutch.
Aets 15, 1,2, verses. “ And ¢ertain’ ien which eame down:from
Judea, taiight the brethren, and said, except ye be creumeised after
the manner of Moses, y6 cannat be -saved.. .When therefore: Paul
and :Barnabas hai po. small dissension and disputation with them;
they ‘determined that Pdul and Barnabag and certain other of them,
should go up to Jerusalem’ unto tho‘gpoestles and” elders about this
question.” ~ Observe twa-or three things here. . Firstly, there were -
wertain men which taught the brethiren some things which Paul "and
" Barnabas did not believe, and could not, by argument correct. Sees
ondly, that at Jerusalem (James’s sedt) there were apostles (perhaps
«James, the First President,Peter the spokesman, and Johnand Joses,
{counsellors in the first presidency,)and ‘elders (the high couneil) be-
fore- whom it’ was proper and right to refor such matters for w just,
-accurate; and final decision. - Andthirdly, Paul, Barnabas, anid cers
tain other of them weére actually sent up to “Jerusalem to,ebtainm
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decision on that question. Aect 15, 4, ver. ¢ And when they came

to Jerusalem, they were receised of the Church, and of the aposties

[President James, Spokesmian ’eter, Coun-ellors John and Joses}and |
elders [the highCouncil} and they declared all things that God had

done with [through] them.” See verses Sand 6-—same chap. = “But

#here rose up certain {whohad been] of the sect of the Pharisees,

which believed, saying, that it was needful to circumecise them, and

command themto keep the law of Moses. And the Apostles and

Elders came together for 4o consider of this matter.

-Now .we have the Aposties and Eldérs in Jernsaleni assembled in
seouncil to deiermine and give'a decision on this vexed question about
-eircumeision,  Those who had been Pharizees, being tenasious for
‘an observance of -the Jewish ritual, contended that it was necessary
for the Geéniiles to be eirctimeized and keep the law of Moses. in or-
deor to obtain salvation. Thenafter “there had been much disputing,
Peter rose up,” ot as the first President of the church, nor does he
80 much as intimate that he was presiding, eitherby word or act,
; but-as spokesman, the exprnder of doctrinal and doubtful gnéstons,
and 4n his discourse adverted to God’s sénding him to open the kin;'d 'm
to the Gemiles, #nd bore testimony that God bare the Gentiles witness,
who wers unci cu neise 1, by giving themthe Holy Gost as he gave
it to thie circumsised Jews, making no difference, in that respect, be- -
tween Jews and Gentiles. e then asks: « Now wherefore why
tempt ye God, to put & yoke ‘upon the neck of the disciples, which
neither our fathers nor we were  able to bear? "Then the venerable
Paul-and his companion, Barnabas,taking the side of Peter, strength-
ened his testimony by « declaring what miracles and wonders God .
had wrought among the Gentiles by them. Thus wlosed the argu-
ments. . L ‘

Now who presides, and passes or gives sentende? See verses15,
14, 15, 36,717, 18, 19, and 20, same chap. And after they held their
ipeace, James [the Lord’s brother] answered, saying, men and breth-
ren hearken unto me, Simeon [Simon Peter, God’s Srokesman] hath
declared how God at first did visit the Gentiles, to-take out of thema
people for his name. Amnd to this agree the words of the” Prophets;
as it Is written, after this I will return, and will build again the taber-

. nacle of David which is fallen down; and I will build again thetuins
thereof; and | will set it up; that the residue of men might seek
after the - Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is
called, raith the Lord who doth all things,. Known unto God are all
his works from the begining,

Whetetore my sentence 1s that we trouble not. them, whick from
among the Gentiles, are turned to God, butl that we write unto them
that they - abstan from pollitions of idols, and from furnication, ant
Jrom things strangled; and from blowd. - Now i4f presiding over the
eouncil and passing . senfence proves anything wespecting the matter,
it proves the person presiding to be president. Then, aceording to
this rule, James is proved the president, or highest presiding author-
dty «of the Ancient Church. Do ve not see brethiren, that the coun-
cil [aposiles and elders] convened, argne the questions, and James
sums up thearguments, determines the question, and gives sentence;
and sthis sentrpee is carried into execntions the letters are written
-pod dorwarded to the Churches, shd finally termed decrees? - Aots
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16, 4 ver. If Peter was’the first president of the Church ‘he cer-
tainly acted very strangely in this whole affair! . The truth .is thers
is no evidence to support such a dignity for Petor,nor did he in word
or act ever claim'it. He was undoubtedly equal with Jamos in every
respect bul in. presiding. when James. was present. : James [the
Lord’s brother] was first president and Peter was, spokesman. Thus
it-is proven that Christ’s brother succeeded him as first President of
the Ancient Church.. This savors of lineal right, does’it not?
2d.  We are next to prove from the Book of: Mormon; that  the
office of High Preist [I'irst President] of the. Church deseended -
from father to-son, and was transterred from brotherto. brother
Book of Moruon, Page 18.° Therefore the things which are  pleas-
ing unto the world, I [Nephi] do not write, but the things which:are
pleasing unte God and unto those which are notof the World.
Wherefore [ (Nephr) shall give command to ty seed that shall -not
oceupy these platc\ with things that are not of -worth into the:
children of men.”. Page 61. “Rebel no more against your brother,
[Nephi] whose views “ha e been glorious, and who hath kept the
commandmerits from the time. that we left” Jerusalem, and who hath
been an instrument in-the hands of God, in bringing ‘us forth inte
the land of promise; for-were it not for him we must havé perished:
inthe ‘wilderness,. Nevertheless, ye sought to take away his lifey
yes, and he hath suffered much sorrow because of jouw.” . Puge 62, "
* And it must needs be that the power of God mast be with hlm, :
[Nephi] even unto his commanding. you, that’ ye must. obey.”
Page 62, And now my sons Laman and also Lemuel-and Sam,
and also my sons:which: are the sons. of -Ishmael, behold, if ye .
will hearkeu untp the voice of Neph, ye shall not peuah And if ye
will. hearken unto him, I'leave  unto- you'a blessing; yea, even my
first blessing, -But'it'ye will not hearken unto: h)m, {take away, my e
blessing; yea, even my’ first blessing and it shall ‘vest upon him?. =
No.-saint will dispate  Juchi’s bemo 4 Prophet; and by hisgiving
spiritual blessings, we rationally eonclude he was a Patriarch,also,
By birthright these ofces belonged to"Liaman,” bat by his not com-
plying with the condition imposed in the absye blessing, they rested: -
upon the head of Nephi, makmo' him both Pdnmrcn and PloDhet.
Pages 62and 63, « And now Jaonb, I spoak unto you; thou art my
“first born in the days of my tribulation in the 'wilderness.. “And be-."
hold, in thy childhood, thou hast suffered affiigtions and miuch. sor-
row, becaase of-the rudeness of thy brethren.. - Nevertheless, Jacob,
my first bora in the wilderness, thou knowest the greatness:of God,
and he shall consecrate thing afflictions for thy gain: Wherefote,‘
thy soulshall be blessed, and thow shalt dweil safel,' with: thy brother -
Nephis and thy dorys shullte spent in the service of ihy God.” . Page
73, % And it came to pass that I, Neéphiy did consecrate’ Jaeob and
Ioseph that they should be priests and teitchers over the land of my
people.” Pagc 73, “The Wers of Jaeob, thebhrother of Neph,
whieh he spake unto the peopie of Nephi; be‘mld my beloved breth~
ren, I, Jocob, having been called of God, and oy divined after tha,
mannersof his haly ordar, and having been consecrated: by my brother
Nephi~&o. - Fage 120« And now, my beloved brethren, all those
who are of the house of Tsrael, and all ye ends of ‘the earth, T (Neps
bi) speak unto you, as the voice of one orying from the. dust_miare«
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well until that groat day shall come, and you that will not partake
of the goodness of God, and respect the words of the Jews, and also
my words, and the words which shall proeeed forth out of the mounth
of the Lamb of God; behold, I bid you an cverlasting farewell, for
these words shall condemn you at the last day; for what I seal on
carth shall be brought against you at the judgment bar; for thus hath
the Lord commanded mo and I mustobey.’ Amen. Page 121,
For he [Nephi] said that the history of kis people should bo engrav-
én upon his other plates, and that [ [Jacob] should preserve thess
plates, and hand them down to my seed  from generation t0' genera-
tion.”  Ye will not doubt Nephi’s being the Patriarch and Prophet
[President] of the church in his day, and that he received the priests
hood from his father Lehi; and that during his life he kept thesacred
records. - After his death we find these suered things in the hands
of Jacob his brother, who is then the High Priest [First President]
gver the Church: and Jucob says that they, according to Nephi's in+
structions, were to be handed down through his (Jzcob’s seed) from
generation to gensration,. This shows that the High Priest (Presi-
dent) of the church, acesrding to Nephi’s view, was -during - this
time, to be of the seed of Jacob, for-you will find that the High
Priest (President) of the church was the proper person to keep those
sacred things, and that he that kept them was the rightful heir to
that dignified office, and was considered the High Priest: [First
President] of the Church. Page 140, « And I, Jacob, saw that I
must scon go down to my grave, wherefors, I sdid unto my son Enos,
tike these plates.. And 1 told him the things which my brother
Neophi had commanded me, and he - promised obedience unto the
wommand.”. Page 143, “Now I, Jarom, write 4 few wotds, aecord-
inig'to the commandment of my father Enos, that our genealogy may
be kept. “Andas these plates are small, and-as these things ars
written for the intent of the benefit of our brethren the Lamanités,
wherefore, it mustneeds be that I write a little; but I shall not write
of the things'of my Prophesying, nor of my revelalions.” = Heus
Jurom was a Prophet, Revelalor, &e. Page 144.. -« And T (Ja-
rom) deliver these plates into the hands of myson Ompni; that they
be kept according to the commandments of my father.” Page 245
“ Behoid, it came to pass that I, Omni, being commanded by my
father Jarsm t6 preserve our genecalogy. &e. Why preserve the
the geneulogy of this family? Evidently because the Nephites by it
would know * ‘who ‘was (by lienal descent, the High Priest, or Firet
President of tlie” Chureh,j~and 1 confered them [the plates] upon
my son Amaron. Amaron confered them on his brother Chem-
ish. Chemish “delivered them- to his son Abinadom; . Abinddom
eonfered  them on his son Amaleki; Page 146, Sees also, Pagé
147, « And it came to pass that I (Amalekiah) began to be old}
end, having ino seed; and knowing King Benjamin to be. a just
iman before the Lord, wherefore, I deliver up these plates unto him,
&e. - (Here the male lineal descendants of the sons of Jacob having
run out, the office of the High Priest or President of the Church is
restored to the house of Nephi.) Page 152. “ And it came tg
pass that after King Benjainin had made an end of saying to his som,
(Mosiah) that he gave him charge concerning all the affairs of the
Kingdom, * And moreover; healso gave him charge concerning ths
revords whieh were engraven upon the plates of brass, and also, thé
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plates of Nephi; and also, the ball or director.. Page 156, “And
now my brethren 1 wonld that ye should doas ye have-hitherto done;
as ye have kept my cominandments, and also the . commandments of -
my father; and have prospered, and have kept frowm falling .into.the
hands of your enemies, even so if ye shall keep the commandments
of my son, or the commandments. of God; through him, which shall -
be delivered unto you by. him, ye shall prosper in the land, and your
gnemies shall - have no power over yow.” . Pages 168 and 9, “Now -
Amon said unto him, [ 'can assuredly tell thée, O king, of ‘& manthat
zan translate the records, for he hath wherewith he can: look and
translate all records that are of ancient date, and. ivis'a gift from
God.  And the things are called-interpreters; and no man: can. look -
in them, except he be. commanded, lest: he.should :lIook for that he
oughtnot, and he pérish. + And. whosoever is commanded. to look in
them is a-seer.  And behold; ‘the-king of the peoplewho isin'the.
land of Zarahemla, is the man that is commanded to do these things,
and who has this high: gift:from God.” = [King Benjamin was a line«
a8l descendant of Nephi.]. - Page 203. % And now all the peopl
Zarahémla: were numbered. with the Nephites, and beeuuse the ki
domhad been confercd - upon none - but those who-were descendan

of Nephi,* - Page 185, * But there was one: among them whose
name was Alma, healso, being a-descendant of . -Nephi.- "And he
was @ young man, and: he’ believed. the word which Abinadi had
spoken,” &c.  Page.188. % And it ¢came to pass that Alma, having'
authority frum God, ordained ptiests, even one priest 1o every fifty of
their number did ‘he. ordain’ to presch unto them; and to teach con-
cerning the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” 'Page 199,
s And Alma was their High Priest, [President,[ he being the found
er of their Church. - And it eame to pass that none réceived authori-
ty to preach or to-teach; except it were by, him from God.”. Page
111and 112: “And now. as I said unto you, that'after’ King Mo~
giah had done these things,” he ‘took the plates of brass, and all
things ‘which he had kept, ’and confered them upon Alme, which was
the son of Alina; yea, all'the records; and also the -interpreters, and
eonfered them upon him, and commanded him that he:should keep
and. preserve them, ‘andalso keep a tecord of the people, handing
them down from one generation to- another, even as they had.- been:
handed down.from the time Lehileft Jerusalem,” - Page 215, “And
it came to pass that Alma was appointed to be their First Chief Judges.:
he being also High Priest, [ First President or Presiding Eider;]. his:
father having conferred the office upon hiny; and had given him charge
aonderning ¢l the affairs of the ehureh.”. Page 317. . “And nowmy - °
gon Helaman,I command you thatye take the records which have been:
entrusted with mejand also'command you that ye -(you) keep a res -
eord of this people; according-as.-I. have done, upon the: plates of
Nephi, and keep all things sacred which T have kept; oven as:L.h
kept them.” . Page 341, ¢ Thus they were led away by:Amalick:
igh, notwithstanding the preaching. of: Helaman ‘and his brethren;
yea notwithstanding their exceeding great care over the Chureh, for
they were High - Priests: (Presidents orpresiding ‘Kiders) over the::
Ghureh.”.  Page 394, And it came to pass in the commencement
of the thirty and sixih year of the reign of ‘the Judges over

ple of Nephi, that, Shiblon [Helaman’s: brother] took possessio
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those saered things which had beer delivered unto Helam by Alma;
and he was @ just -man, and did walk uprightly before God; and he:
did observe to.do. good continually, to keep the commandments of
the Lord his God; and also did his brother.” Page 195, - “And it
game to pass in the thirty -and; ninth,'year. of -the reign of Judges,
Shiblon died also, and Corianton (Shiblon’s brothier) had gone. forth -
to the Jand northward, in a ship, ‘to carfy forth ‘provisions unto.the-
.people who had gone forth unto that land, therefore it became expe-
dient for Shiblon to confer those sacred thmgs, befote his death, up-
on the son of ‘Helaman, who. was called Helaman, being called after'
the namé of his father, = *. - # = % "% In'this year they had been:
donferred on Helaman, befora.the. deathi off Shiblon.” Page.404,—
“And it came, pass in the: ﬁf;y and. third year of ‘the reign of the-
judges; Helaman'died, and. his eldest son, Nephi, began to reign in.
his stead. And’ it came to pass that he- did fill the Judgment seat
with justice-and equity; yea, he did keep the eommandments of God.
and did ‘walk in the ways of his father. - Page 405. Bat- behold,.
Morinah did preach many things tnto the people, because of their
iniquity, and: also Nephiand Lehi; who were the sons of Helaman;
did preacly many things unto the people; yea, and did prophécy many.
things unto them concerning their iniquities, and. what should come-
unto them if they.did not repent of their sins.” . Page 406. - ¢ And.
it came to pass that Nephi, bocame weaty because of their iniquity;
and he yieldsd up the judgment seat,” and. he: took it upon him to-
preach the word of God all:the remainder of his days, and his brother
Liehi, also, all  the remamder of ‘his days;. for they rémembered the :
words which their father. Helaman spake:unto them. Page 423.—.
«Behold I'(God) give tnfo you (‘Nephi) power, that whatsoever ye
(you) geal on earth, shall. be sealed in heaven; and whatsoever-ye
(you) loose: ‘on " earth, shall be loosed;in heaven,” &e,. Page 440,—.
% And Nephi, ihe son of’ Helaman, had departed out of the land of
Zarahemla, gwmg charae unto his son Nephi,; who was his eldest
gon; ‘concerning the plates of brass, 'and all the records which had
. been kept, and all those things whmh had been kept sacred:from the
depatture of Liehiout of Jemsalem ? &e. Page 489, “And it came
to pass that he (the Lord) said~ unto Nephi,  bring forth ‘the record
which ye have kept.”.. Page 501. " “ And. it eame. to pass that Ne-
phi; he that kept this last record, [and he kept it on the: plates of
Nephi,] djed, and his"son Amos kept it in hig: stead; and it came to
pass that Ammos died also, [and it was a hundred and ninety and four
yoars from the coming of Christ;] and'his son.Amos kept it in his stead; .
he also kept it upon the plates - of Nophi;” &e. . Page 503. .« And
it'eame to pass that after three hundred and five years had passed
“gyray, [and the people did still remain’ in ‘wickedness,] and “Amos
died, and his brother Amaron did keepthe reeord it bis'stead. - And |
it oame to pass when three' hundred and twenty years had passed
“away, Amaron being constrained by the Ioly Ghost, did hide up the
records which ‘were ~saered;”  &e.  Page 504 “And behold ye
{you] Mormon -shall take the plates of' N ephz unto yourself, and. the
remainder shall ye [you]leave in the place where. they are; ‘and
[you] shall engrave on- the plates of - Nephi, dall thé things that y
Lyou] have observed concerning this people. . And I, Mormon, bein
5" Ly descendant of 0y ephz, [and my fdther 8 na.me was Mormcmj I m .
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membered the things that Amaron eémimanded.”  This Mormon,
who'was'a great Pmphet, was slain by the Lamanites; and his son
Moroni, who was also a Prophet, hid up the records, and they re-
mained until they wers obtained by eur brother Joseph Smith,
‘Brethren, as the High Priest [First President] of the ‘¢

¢harge of the sacred thing ~ ofﬁee descended

©w son, and was trdnsmred from ! C ;

enants,” aameumes alled * Cove
1}115 order i to Lommue untxl 1

its mders, fotlives and apendageuj deseehda, i righ from fathet to.
soO1; S0 we bchwe and teach. 'And well we may; o (xod rnever be

short feview of the’ quotatlons we hay
mon. - We think that it is clearly proven from: the™ preces
we’hope ye ‘will fiot doubt it, that Lehi wasn
yatrlarch also, - Now on the death of Leln b§ bitthright; this Prie
Ewod belonged to: Laman; in case of his’ dédth to Lemuel, &o.
But these men rctu&mo‘ to eomply with the condmm aontamed m
- the blessing
did” either

son, but tv Jacob, who was  also ’th::
it the priesthood ' &e., descends froin father.
eause this priesthood descended from Lehi, their comme
by birthright; descends upon ‘the oldest ‘soti first, ani
ail the living sons 6f the father from” whom the rmht;
elaim their before it tan possibly reach n grand
- Femoved one depres by blood, furthier from hm from ‘who
hood came.  Hence; afier Lhe death phi, W
(J‘Nephl 8) brother, the Highpriest (President) of the Chumh'
same authorny continiied with Jacob's “seed, ‘[on Whom the

thmgs are reato?ed to the hot of Néphl in the person £Ki
i, ang continued with his ns unul the rise of Al

hurch;  King BenJamm ackn wledgin,
y Alma the son of Alma, who had‘ 1

sacred thmga,because he,Alma
widin elder} of the éhureh, and in thxs lmeage contmued
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idency until Moroni hid up the sacred things to comie forth unto us,
the charge of which are given to the Smith family. Helaman sue-
ceeded Alma, and his two brothers, Shiblon and Corianton, were as-
sociated with him; for they are made the High Priests (Presidents
or Presiding Elders) of the church, - Shiblon - succeeded  Helaman
not Helaman’s son Helaman) his brother. Why? Because this
priesthood and right came through the lineage of their father; and
eould not pass to his grandson- until it had been enjoyed by his own
sons, and then would it descend to his grandsons. After Shiblon
had received the sacred things from his brother Helaman, Corianton,
his other brother, on whom the sacred things would have been con-
ferred, went to the north country and returned no more, so far as we
are informed with respect to him; so, in consequence of his absence,
Bhiblon, previeus to his death, conferred the sacred things on Hela-
man,the son of Helaman who was the next heir. Thus ye ses,brethren,
the rule, and the reason of the rule, is very plain: Amos died, and his.
brother Amaron kept the record. Now the question arises,from whom
did Brother Joseph Smith receive his right of Priesthood? We snswer,
from his father.  The sacred things were delivered to brother Jos-
eph Smith; then the Lord informed him from whom he had received
his right of Priesthood; yea, through whom he received his priests
hood. Covenants and Commandments, Section 6, paragraph 3, Page
129, «Therefore, thus saith the Lord unto you, with whom the

| priesthood hath confinued through the lineage of your father; for
ye are lowful heirs according to the flesh, and have been hid from the
world with Christ in God; therefore your life and the priesthood
hath remained and must needs remain through you and your lineage,
until the restitution of all things spoken by the mouths of all the holy
prophets since. the world began.” 8o, we are informed that Joseph
Smith in common with the others addressed received his priesthood
through the lineage of his father. Old father Smith (Joseph’s fath-
er) y¢ know was Patriarch over the whole c¢hurch, and was a
literal descendant of Joseph of old, if he held the keys of the
spiritual blessings over the whole ehurch. His son Joseph whe was
the first President of the Church, being ome of the church, eannot
be excluded from this power and authority of his father, he having
derived from his father, through lineage, all the rights and power as
a President, Prophet, &ec., whieh he held; his father holding the
same rights which he held, and a little more, i. e. the keys of the
patriarchal blessings over his head, We have before shown that
after the decease of old father Smith, his son Hyrum Smith, being
his oldest living son, by right, stood in the same Priesthood authori-
ty of his father, holding the keys of the Patriarchal blessings over
all' God’s people,Joseph being one of God’s People. God said, ye are
lawful hewrs according to the flesh; and again, the Priesthood hath
continued through the lineage of your faihers;for ye are lawful heirs
according to the flesh, &c. What can be plainer? What iz meant,
by the order of the Priesthood? 'The regular arrangement of the sev-
eral offices belonging to the Priesthood; namely, Patriarch, First
President, (who is a Prophet, Seer, Revelator, Translator, and some-
times Patriarch,) a Spokesman, (who is a counsellor to the first prés-
ident; also, a Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and Translator; and presi-
dent of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, and of the whols

3
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ministry,} two President Counsellors in the first presidensy; the;
Quorum of Twelve Apnstles, High Couneils, High Priests, Bishops,
and their counsellors, Presidents.of seventies and seventies, Klders,
&e., &e. ¥ ¥ F % Many of the order of this priesthood are
set forth in the. 3d Section of the Covenants and Commandments,,
after which at the 18th paragraph, page 104, it -is said, * The order
of this priesthood was confirmed to. be handed down from father to.
son, and rightly belongs to the literal descendants of the chosen seed,
2o whom the promises were made.”  Brother, Hyrum Smith the patri-
arch over the whole churck, and brother Joseph, the First President,
Prophet, Seer, Revelator, and Translator, of the Church, suffered.
Martyrdom as aforesaid; and soon after brother Samuel H. Smith
suffered death, leaving President William, Smith, according to the
rule laid down in the Book of Mormon, and recognized by the Bible,
&e., the only living heir of the. old Patriarch, old father Smith, and
true successor of Hyrum and Joseph. Smith to the offices of Patriarch,
First President, &e., of the chureh; ke being the son of old father,
Smith, the Patriarch, as well as. his brothers. Hyrum and Joseph.—
Brethren, he that rejects President William Smith as a Patriarch and
First President, &c., of the Church, must needs. reject the Book of
Mormon and the, revelations through Joseph. :

A BLESSING

Pronounced. by Joseph Smith, Jun., upon the head of William Smith,
kis brother, Dec, 18k, A. D, 1833,

“Brother William is as the fierce lion which divideth not the spoil.
because.of his much strength, and in the pride of his heart he will
neglect the more weighty matiers, uniil his soul is, bowed down in
sorrow; and then shall he return and call on the name of his God, and
shall find forgiveness, and shall wax valiant in the cause of truth;
therefore he shall be saved unto the utlermost, and shall be endowed
with power from on high, At his rebuke in the name of the Lord,
the eyes of the blind shall be opened; the ears of the deaf shall be
unstopped; the tongue of the dumb shall be made to speak; and the
lame man shall leap as an hart; and his adversaries shall not have
power. Lo withstand his words. Hell shall tremble because of him,
and satan shall flee from before his face, and he shall be as a roaring
lion of the forest in the midst of his prey;—se shall his hand be in
the midst of his enemies asnong those who know not the Lord, but seek
the injury of ihe righteous. And the hand of his generation shall
be lifted up, also, against those who are set on high, that fight
against the God of Israel; fearless and undaunted shall they bein
battle, in avenging the wrongs of the innocent, and relieving the op-
pressed; therefore the blessings of the God of Jacob shall be upon
him to the uttermost, and in the midst of his house from generation
to generaticn, forever. And he shall be lifted up at the last day, -
and shall come up like a full shock of corn, laden with his tens of
thousands as a reward of his labors, and with songs of everlasting;
joy, with hosannas upon his lips, to God and the Lamb, to go ne
more out, AMEN, ' ’ )
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THE PATRIARCHAL OF PRESIDENT WILLIAM SMITH.

President William Smith received a patriarchal blesssing from his
father Joseph Smith, who was Patriarch over the whole church, on
‘the 9th day of Dec. A, D. 1834, which reads as follows:

“ William, my son, I lay my hands upen thy head in the name of
Jesus Christ, and confirm upon thee a father’s blessing, for thee, and
thy children after thee, and even thy children’s childres, down to the
end of time; for thou are the fruit of my loins, and I am a descend-
ant of Joseph, therefore I pronounce the blessings of my fathers
upon thee, and thou shalt be numbéred in the covenant seed. Thou
hast seen affliction, my son, and the hand of the Lord has been upon
thee, that thou mighest be chastened, even in thy youth, that thou
mayest learn to be obedient to his commandments, and faithful to his
precepts. Thou hast greatly desired to see thy father's family re-
deemed from trouble, and from the power and dominion of those
who oppress them. Verily this was a good desire, but thou hast not
altogether desired this thing in meekness, because.thou hast not
always known the Lord. Now, my son, thou hast received the min-

‘ istry and been called to preach the gospel. The Lord has chosen
thee for a great work, and if thou art faithful he will send thee to
distant lands and in heathen lands thou shalt lift up thy voice and call
men to repentance. . The hand of the angel of God shall lift thee up,
and though thowpass through the deep, and in the midst of deep waters
the right hand of thy redeemer will be extended and hewill bear thee off
victorious; and thou shalf be preserved. Therefore settle it in thy
mind, remember when thou art far away, upon the barren wastes of
the desert, that in thy youth the Lord gave thee this promise: if
thou art faithful, thou shalt return to the society of thy friends and
the embraces of thy family. The Lord thy God shill make thee
dike @ very friitful gurden which grew by the side of pure waters.
In due time thou shalt accomplish thy mission, and thy faithfulness
shall be spoken of by the wisé and the prudent. Thou shall be
blessed with many childrer, and they shall rise up to avenge the peo-
ple of the Lord on their enemies: thou shizlt be made equal with thy
brethrén, and thy seed with their séed. Thou shalt have an inherit-
ance in Zion, and thy children afier thee; swhen the Lord guthers up
the scaltered remnanis of his people, and calls his elect from the
JSour winds.  Then, my son, thy joy shall be full, for thow shalt
‘stand in the presence of thy redeemer and receive his approbation;
therefore give heed to the words of thy father, for though the moun-
tains be removed and the hills melt, the word of the Lord will endure
and his promise be fulfilled; and thou shalt be mighty in the earth,
for thou shelt be filled with the treasures of wisdom, understanding
the hidden things of the kingdom of thy God; yea, thy life shall be
precious in his sight, thy memory shall be sweet, and thou shalt be
‘gaved in the everlasting kingdom of the-Lamb. Amsx.

, (Signed) JOBSEPH SMITH, Sen.

Joseph says in his blessing that brother William shall negleot thé
more weighty matters until his soul should be bowed down in sor-
row. This has been literally fulfilled, and when he was so bowed down
“in sorrow, he called on the name of his God and found forgivness, end
‘the Lord commanded him to arise and ptt-on his whole armor, &¢,
“swdowed hit with-power from on high, according to the prediction and
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contained in the blessing given by Joseph. Father 8mith, the Fat-

riarch, says, in his blessing on the head of President William Smith:

s thow shalt be made equal with thy brethren (Joseph and Hyrum,)

and thy seed with their seed.” Brethren, read these blessings care-
fally, and then enquire within yourselves, if these blessings can ever
be fulfilled, unless brother William stands. at the head of the church;

What! be endowed with power from on high; be made equal with

his brothers Hyrum the Pairiarch over the whole church, and Joseph
the First President, Prophet, Seer, Revelator and Translator of
the chureh; yetnot be the Patriarch, First President, Prophet, Seer,
Revelator and Translator, over the church,even asthey were! What
strange ideas some men have!! Impossible! impossible!! impossi-

blelll Men may reason as they choose, but facts stand for them-

selves. Men may set up their own wills in opposition to the decrees,

purposes, plans, economy, and will of Jehovah, and become religi-
ously, and extremely worldly awise; but' the Lord will destroy them
when he comes; nor will their declaration of having cast out devils,
and having done many wonder,ful works in his name, save them! O!
how frail are men! How they suffer their wills and carnal ' propen-

sities to lead them from truth and righteousness! Now brethren,
having shown unto you as well as we could in- this brief epistle,
where the true Patriarch and First President, and all other authori-
ties of the ¢rue Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints are,we
exhort you, even you who have been led astray from the right way
by the cunning ecraftiness of men, and the subtility of the devil

which have bewitched you, in. a dark hour, to follow after Brig-
ham Young, James Collins Brewster, James J. Strang, or other im-
postors, to return and do your first works over again, and - enter into
the true fold of Christ with all humility and thankfulness of heart,

and the Lord will renew in your hearts that burning spirit in which

you onee rejoiced,and again shall ye speak in tongues and prophecy;

yea, again enjoy. all the gifts and blessings of the Gospel. :

And now, Brethren, a few words to you, even to you who havenot
joined with any of those false prophets -and impostors who have
drawn off factions from the church, but have been quietly waiting for
the true light to shine, that ye might have. peace and rest to your
weary and patient souls, Cheer up brathren, for the day star hath
now arisen, the morning light is appearing, and the God of all truth
and grace is again pouring out his Holy Spirit as formerly and as in
times past; and old fashioned Mormonism is stemming the current as
bravely as ever. Praise be to God. Brethren; ye who were or-

"dained unto the ministry under Joseph and Hyrum’s. administration,
and have lived so as to retain your Priesthood, gird on your armors,
and preach the Gospel to this wicked generation, and fear not; and
the grace of God will help you, and ye shall reap. an abundant har-
vest, if ye faint not. i

Now Brethren, you who know the true light, live soberly, ‘righte-
ously, and justly in this present world, continually looking for the
glorious appearing of the Great:God and our Savior Jesus Christ;
who will give to every man according to his works. Ye know the
#ruth and the truth hath made you free, continue in the truth aiid the
very God of peace be with you,and keep you by his grace unto the
perfeot day. O! ye. High “Priests, “Elders, and “even all Who are
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presching the true light; and who have been ordained and are idle
servants, if there be any such., Ye -can in all confidence testify to
this generation that Brother William Smith is the true successor of
his brothers Hyrum and Joseph Smitl; ‘this ye know by the law and
the testimony, even the testimony of God; and ye know that he is
the one ordained and chosen of God to stand in that right he inher-
its from his ancestors—even our brother William Smith, the Patri-
arch, First President, &ec:, a man like unto Joseph and Hyrum his
Elder brothers; a man filled with wisdom, knowledge, understand-
ing, humility, meckness, charity, kindness, forbeararice, chastity, vir-
tue, peace, easy lo be entreated, merciful, suffering anyihing and all
things for the cause of Christ; patient in adversity, moderate and
humble in prosperity, prayerfal and pious at all times, endowed with
mighty fuoith, filled with the Holy Ghast, and blessed with the Spirit of
Revelation, bringing forth the word of the Lord for the redemption
of Zion, restoration of Israel and salvation of the Gentiles. Seeing,
dear brethren, that the Church. is blessed with a Patriarch and First
President in the person of our loved William Smith, by the grace,
mercy and love of our Heavenly Father, distinguished by all these
good graces, and every-other necessary virtue and good quality; let
us lay aside every weight and the sin that doth so easily beset us;
and run the race with patience that is set before us, bearing the cross
and despising the shame; let us fight manfully the good fight of
faith, contendng earnestly for the faith once delivered to the Saints.

“ Brethren—shall we not go on in so great a cause? Go forward
and not backward! Courage, brethren, and on, on to the victory!
Lot your hearts rejoice; and be exceedingly glad. Let the earth
break forth into singing.” Let the dead speak forth anthems of eter-
nal praise to King Emanuel,who hath ordained before the world was;
that which would enable us to redeem them out of their prisons; for
the prisoners shall go free.” ,

“ For 'we are the true born sons of Zion, none with us they can compare;”’

‘We teach the ' truths given by Joseph, “‘the bright and glorious ¢* Mormon
Star:

Forwe are the true born sons of Zien.

The false Prophets Brigham Young, Jim J. Strang, and other mi-
nor impostors, apostates and knaves, minions of the devil, partakers
of darkness and spiritudl wickedness in high places, cease notte
follow the spirit of that evil one whorulés in them, in propagating
lies and slanders against President William Smith; wicked, ungodly
wretches; they are foaming out their own shame. We are sorry
for ‘them. ‘Why do they choose death and the painsof hell to life
and immortal felicity!

There is a stake or place of gathering at Palestine grove, rocky ford
of ‘the inlet, near Shelburn;Lice County, Illinois. This isa beautiful,
healthy situation; the gentiles are very friendly; the brethren own
eonsiderable land at this' stake. The First President, Spokesman;
and‘President Aaron Hook, and two of the T'welve reside here; two
of ‘the Twelve reside at Voree, 'Wis., but will,"as soon as ~conveni-
ient, ‘remove to this place; the ‘other eiglit ofthe T'welve reside’in the
Cordilleras: Brethren are-invited to gather to this stake as fast as
the way opens béfore them. - Either the First President, Spokes=
inan; or President A, Hook, [unless in'cages of sbsolute necessity,]
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will be at this stake at all times, The First President and Spokes:
man intend visiting President Lyman Wight and the Saints with
him, at the Cordilleras, as soon as they ure permitted to do so.

The Annual Conference will commence its session on the 6tk day
‘of April, A. D., 1851,"at - Palestine - stake (grove,) -Lee . County,
lilinois. The Quorum of Twelve Apostles are confidently expected
to be present, and perhaps, brother Lyman Wight will be present.
Brethren, do not neglect attending the conference; be sure ye elders
of Israel to attend. (There is now gathered with President Wight,
perhaps between 500 and 1000 families,)

‘Eatracts from @ Letter wrilten from President Lyman Wight to
‘Mother Smithy the First President’s Mother:

% Motaer Swrriii—“1 received a copy of a letter last evening,
written by youar son William, and harided to mé from William P. El-
dridge in answer to a létter written from Alinon Babbit and others,
The answer was sweet to’ ‘'my taste, and the "most consoling that I
‘have had for'many years,” ¥ ¥ %« Mpther Smith -l am-well
aware of ‘the tribulations you had - in losing your" eldest son, about
the time that Josephi, in his‘infancy; was - striving to bring forth sal-
“vation for this, the seventh and last' dispensation of God on Earth.
Then your companion of seventy years ofage, one of the greatest
Patriarchs that ever lived onthe face of the Eurth. Youhave since,
in an hour, been déprived of your youngest son by a mortal disease,
Not more than two years from that time you was deprived of Joseph,
the Prophet, Seer, and Revelator of this dispensation, and Hyrum
who was the Patriarch under his father’s hands. In a few weeks
after that you were deprived of Samuel, one of the most noble sons
‘among the children of men. Alas!shall | say in the space of a few
years, is it possible that you were deprived of sons of the most noble
of all the rarth, and left with one son and three daughters to mourn
the loss of five of the most affectionate sons that were. ever born of
awoman. And after all, Mother Smith, you have been asked to turn
the Jast son you have on earth, who was appoéinted an apostle of
Joseph, who is the Prophet, Seer, and ‘Revelator, (and 'f'ranslator)
of the last dispensation of God on Earth, from your door and forbid
him a home, From whom was you asked to do this; from aspirants,
from monarchs, or from the most abusive of all men on. earth? *#
* # QOrson Hyde, a poor little pusillanimous, knew-nothing, has
endeavored to write largely against me. Who is Orson Hyde? He
_is a man whom Joseph sent with John Gould to Independence to see
about our internal affairs.” They stopped with us a day or two when
the mob brokeout.  Orson Hyde immediately repaired to a boat at
the Independence landing, three miles from Independence, where
we had concentrated to meet the'mob. . ¥ * ¥ He wrote an in:
flamatory letter ‘concerning a. heavy fight having taken place, .in
which he thought there were two.or three hundred killed, when
there had not been a gun fired on either side. * * * Whendid
we next hear from Orson Hyde? It was when Tom B. Marsh had
written a letter to the Governor of Missouri, informing him that the
Mormons were hacking, hewing and . destroying everything before
them, burning houses, and turning the inhabitants out of doors,which
waus a liol” % Whoere is Orson Hyde now? In the eastern Htates
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Bogging coppers from dead negroes’ eyes to support his claim of in-
famous rascality, while he pretends to be a Saint of the Most High
God, and reproaching the Smith family who have most gloriously
and triumphantly brought forth the séventh and last dispensation of.
God on earth for the salvation of the human family,” * * * To
my son Orange. [Now one of the Twelve Apostles] I glory in your.
spirit ‘to do the will of God on earth, never eease to do his W’ﬂl,x
neither cease to labor with the Smith family as long as there is ons,
remaining on the face of the earth.”
Extracts of a letter from President Lyman Wight to President Wil-
© lam Smith. ‘ S o

“ No, no. Brother William-I never was called; to sit in judg-
ment upon your head; but as the survivor of the seven Patriachs, it
is my duaty and privilege, to seek for the the whisperings of the,
apirit of eternal truth at your hand; and asPatriarch, to seek for your
blessings upon my head, that I may faithfully and earefully perform
my mission, given to me by your ‘ever and ewer. tobe remembered
brothers, Joseph and Hyrum.” * . #* % «You say that the Frontier,
Guardian has an article in it, (saying) that I am cut off. I would
ask from what? from the Brigharnites?' This ean never be, for T
here swear in. the presence of Almighty God, Joseph Smithand all
holy men, that I never belonged to them; neither did I ever have any
thing to do with them, dirvectly or indirectly. 1 can say they have
spoken more disrespectfully of my character.than 1 would wish any,
man to do, even by indicating that I ever belonged to them. I had
much rather they had published me a liar, a thief, and murderer, to
have accomplished my end in gaining some high seat, to whichI had
unlawfully aspired, than fo have intimated that I ever belonged i
such a clan.” - # '* % «Many were the times that brother Joseph
said, while we were stretghed upon a solid mass of hewn timbeér, in
the solitary dungeon, bound ankle to ankle, and arm to arm, in's
strong, firm chain, that it was a token of Heaven; that as we were
bound in a strong chain, so should we never be separated in the
principles of the pure love of Christ Jesus, our Lord. And in'vain
would it be for these heaven-daring, hell-deserving, and damnable,
Joathsome, wretches of hell, ever to separate me from that bond of
love, by cutting me off. from the Brighamite, hellites, nor from that
pure and unfeigned love that I have for the whole Smith family; and
1'deeply regret that uneles John and Asahel, and their posterity,have
run greedily after Brigham,and thereby dishonored their most Noble
brother, and injured the character of that martyred Prophet, their
nephew, and plunged themselves into the vortex:of delusion;dishon-
ored the lineal priesthood, submitted themselves to areign 6f un-
righteousness, tolerated the most intolerant .of all prineiples under
heaven; and I pray God in his infinite wisdom, that. they may vomit
out their own shame, purge out their damnable and loathsome prinei-
ples of Brighamism, and” return. from that hellish dynasty, having
their stomachs cleansed, feed gols food, and sing'the song of
déliverance forever.” '

Brethren, may the grace of God be with you. Amen,
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SONG OF ZION,

A SONG OF ZION.—-BY j. W. CRIPPEN.

1. Come ye saints with me rejoice,

‘Who have made the Lord your choice,

‘Who have bid this world farewell,

Doetermined with the saints to dwell,

Then when the Savior comes again,

With saints we’ll rise, with him we’ll
reign.

2.  Let the wicked scofl’ and frown,

In God's name we'll still go'on,

Till our persecutors all,

Beneath his wrath and judgments fall;

Then when the Savior ¢comes again,

With Saints we’ll rise, with him we'll
reign. .

3. Then let us all united be,
In'time and in éternity,

A band of Brothers—Sisters too,
Therighteous way we will pursue;
Then when the Savior comes again,

With Saints we'll rise, with um’ we’lli

reign.

4. Faithful be a few more years,

Bid sorrow flee, dry up your tears,

Zion will arse and ghine,

In majesty and truth divine;

Then when the’ Savior comés again, -

With Saints we'll rise, with him we'li
reign.

5. Prophet William is the mam,

The Elijah of the Gospel plan,

Like as Joseph who was slain,

The faith of Saints remains the same;

Then when the Savier comes again,

With Saints we’ll rise, with him we'll
' reign.

6. With our Prophets we will meet,

And our joys will be complete;

When- the earth shall be restored,

We'll reign with martyys of our Lord;

Then when the Prophet comes again,

With' Saints we’ll rise, with him we’ll
reign. .

i
i

‘Presmene WILLIAM SMITH was ordained by

his brother Josgpn Surrh.

Previous to President William Smith’s leaving Nauvoo, on hig
mission to the Bast, for the last time during the earthly existence of
his brothers, President Joseph Smith ordained himy a Prophet, Seér,
Revelator and T'ranslater, and then informed him that he had all
the necessary ordinations to lead the ehurch, [in his time,] thenleap-
ed, smote his feet together, and observed that it was done; in a few
days Brothier William started on his mission and saw his Brothersno
more., He returned to Nauvoo in abeut a year after they were mur-

dered.

[ oo

THE ELIJAH.—gy w. s.

1. The Prophet Elijah at last has ap-|
peared, )

With gifts; and with blessings, which
Saints have rever'd,

His plap of redemption in fulness is

given,
With power to save both the dead and

Endow’d with the same spirit the Pro-
phet has dome,

Baptising for the fathers thet all may
be one.

4, Glad - tidings-of -great jby,r 8 great

revelation; .
the living. Is preach’d to thekindred of every na-.
L L  tiom, ) }
2. The mystry of God begins riow fo| For the. sick, the poor, the aged, ang
unfold, ) ) despis’d; o L
As declar’d by the Prophets and Apos-{ This plan - of redemption, our Savior
tles of old; ndevisde.

While ’rapt in the vision of glory they|

see,
The prison doors open, the captives go|
free. - S
- 3. With the keys of this ministry, Elias
was sent,
On a mission of merey, that all might
repent;

The gifts of the gospel, God’s order
and plan, - . :

oW be ‘restor’d to his ehurch

again;

ch is the power, the keysare re-

For su

vealing, i
That the doom of this world, Elijah is
sealing,
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BONG
A SONG

. O may, T always seive my (th
Walk in his holy way,

Hevere his name, do whab is «reod
Live for him day by day. -

Jesus; My Lord; alwaysthe smm,
Thy grace ig'aliuuy boast, :
Preserve, O Lord, iy soul l"rum armmv
Ner letmy hopes be lost. :

2. Thy ser v.mt Lord endow " wif
power, S
To speak thy truth and 10ve :
Oh! give him: grace for every: Jmm,
To tell of things-above; :
Oh! spread thy kmgdom here ! elow,’ :
Let Zionquickly shine, : 5
Thy Holy Spiritnow bestow; s
For truly we are thme. R

3. Hast thou not: promzaed Oood o ua, :
Oh! keep us by thy grace, ..

The arm of flesh we cannot trust;

But seek thy glorious face:

‘Thy Seer; O Lord preserve his life,

" To'lead thy chuich aright,

From wicked imen, with malice nu
‘Walking in ‘Sin’s tark night.

4. His Counsellor\ O Lord keep clean, |

With wisdom fill their mmd

Such light on Earth was never sesn,

Let glory'through them shine.

Uphold: thy bpokeaman throuOh thy
love,

To expound thy word aught .

With power Divine, sent frowm above,

Fill Lim with Heavenly light.

The T'welve Apostles make a tiame.
A_s minig’tring spirits are,

© To bear abroad thy Holy naing,:

Thy sacred truths declare.
Make them Lions in thy cause,
Like thunder bolts in power,

To demonstrate thy Holy Laws,
«The glories of this hour.

- 6. 'The High Pusthood hll with: lmh

love.

Help them preside in graee,
Holy Ghost, sent {rom above,
‘Fill them witk power and pca(e
Help them defend Elijah’s God,
Them grace and wisdom show,
Keep thou them safein all that's
As they the trumpet blow.

4

GE

h

ZION.
oF: ZION .

i 7 The Bishops, Lerd, they are thy omx
16 execute thy will] ] i
(Good sesd in them] tlxy self h'l
They cannot now bé stilk,
Fill then with power and'g
Love, peace; devotion too, ;
O, may Limy rise; iu glory shme
Thev ve bid thm world adieu..

sowi,

«hvme,

8. The Seventies are thy LIXOSCTR
hands;

+To tn’a,ve] o’er the e(th

To:preach the fruth in dlSuanﬁ lands -

And ¢all the world from’ mirths

Inspire them with the Holy (x[ws iy

Fill them with holywéal;

Let not thieir worksin thee be lost

Thou art thear only weal., :

9. The uldPra Pucsts, and Teuchexs,
tGo;

And Deacons, ave thy own;

Ol may their numbers not b tew o

1'The Truth'in theni is'sown."  [g md

"The Spmt to them given,
And erowns celestial their reward,
When they arrive in Heaven,

10T} hy chmch ,thy lxon Ok, my (;od
The Baviour of my-race,
Show them the path the fathers trod,
And save them by thy graee. .
'Thou art the: God in whom we trast,
Like Abraham afore;
Thou art our-Curist, and thee we:muat,
And thee we will udore.

11, The Seer William, Gud doth call,

-1 His brothers to. suceeed,

He welcomes home good Mormons all;
He's of the pmxmsad seed.

Come Zion's children; come away,
The Spirit bids you come,

Andlive for Jesus day hy day,

Say, will you lunuor roam{

12, (;Im‘y te God, e’en "Joseph’s God,
And Jesus Christ his Son;

We'll praise. them while ‘on earth we
plod; .
Bpirit,; vhree 11 one.

proives sotiud from every tongue,
annas may they ring

somplete the work | fre Tas begnn.
i should not Zion sing!
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The following .verses were composed by the Apostle Ira J. Pat-
ton, as a farewell to President William Smith, when he departed to
Palestine stake -at -the conclusion of the Conference in' N eawark
Township, Rock Connty, Wis., in Feb., 1851}

1. Farewell Brother leham,
Farewell for a while,

‘We part with reluctance,
‘We'll meet witha smile.
May Jehovah protect you.
‘Wherever you. go, ‘
Preserve you fromevil,
From sorrow and woe!

2. With your Priesthood from Heaveu,'

From God it was sent,
Through the loins of your father,
By lineal descent. : ..
- "Tis the'great link conhecting,. -

. 'The.Earth with the Heaven; . . -
Gives great joy and gladness;

Fo dead and the livingl

'3, In the gréat war m Hea\ &5,
'Tis plain to my mind,

Your father, six brothers,

All straight in a line;

In defence of King Jesus

' i All valiantly stood,

| Your watchword. was order, :
| Through the Priesthoed of God.
4, For the last dlspemaucm

# In the fullness of times,
When'the glory of Jesus, -
Refulgently shines.

This Priesthood is ngen,

. The.war is:began; .- .

| King "Jesus will conquery o
We beheve 1t ‘Amer, -
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Q, Thou First, Great Cause,
From whom emanates,
Al creations and their laws;
To whom this epie relates,

@

lmelhgence exists and must remain

In every ‘possible degree,

Froin-the nature of the elements cotn- |
bined:

Hexee the divers talents given.

For there was aw epoch when intel-
ligence }

Was found in a common frassy

Andin its essenec was

One property, whose tendenecy was

To appropriate to itself

Fhose other propertiesiof ntelligence:!;

And thus & nucleus was form™d,

From which sprang perqormlmes

Of spirit sunstance, to aet

tn 1ndependent sphelcs

Thus came' a race

Of spiritual embodiments,

Jealous: of their identity.

Active agcording to the preponider-
ance - :

Of the exeellent quolity

TFound in their combination:

It must then follow of  éourse,

That among varieties

There are pre-eminences;

Among excellenees .

There must be one most ex¢ eﬂpﬂt,

Who being superior, presides o'or
all the rest:

Him we call God who taking to
himself

Two exeellent ‘apmtq

Named them sons of the morning,

And made them counsellors :

In the presidency of all worlds.
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- The legal heir received a tabernacle,

| Which two, to our ﬂys’cem are
© By thedloly (;-hoxt which is the

1 This exaltation of the Son
.. Those Counsellors beheld;

1Ot the Couneil of the Gods,.
/. Who establish’d the everlasting oxdey

' The lineal heir, and thus destroy
i The hatmony of Heaven !

At this direful epoch

" All eternity was pain’d,

. Held their breath in doubs,

¢ Aw’d by the magnitude

. Of the threaten’d evil,

i A moody silence, and dread susponse

Qe all the shining throng,
| While the Couneil sat.
¢ Bus hark, the seutence of the Highest

WL LatterDayTrut

BRIGGS.

After which, begetting himself a Son,

And beeame a spokesman for his
Father:

The only wise God, = tnion manifest

mind ‘of both !

And one of them whose name was
“Larcifer :

Demurred, and forthwith rebell’d

Against this first deeree

Of rights Dy lneage;

And said, I {instead:of the son)

Will ascend and be like the Most
High;

Chiming by sppointment 1o super-
cede )

And its terrific Myrinds

Threw its sable gloom

Salutes their list'ning ears,
1“0 banish the rebels from his sight;
And when the Son subdues-all else,
Tlhen Lucifer bimself, and all that
follow him,
Shall feel his power, and be subdued.
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