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PREFACE

Dear Reader, in sending this book to you I am both sad and happy; sad because I
am made to realize that much of my forty-two years of labor has been worse than wasted;
sad because much that [ told you which I then believed to be true I am forced to admit
was false. Happy because the gospel principles which I preached to you was not
only true then, but is still dear to my heart. [ still intend to give the best energies
that I possess in its promulgation, and shall strive with greater zeal and more perfect
knowledge to present the truth and make up, so far as | can, for the presentation of
the false positions I fondly thought were true. Refusing to believe the testimony of
the world, and-casting aside that of the apostates, I excluded the possibility of ever
being convinced that Joseph Smith taught and practiced polygamy. But when, by
the providence of God I was permitted to receive the eviderice, coming from his own
son and wife and closest friends, that convinced me that both what the writers in the
outside world and the apostates had stated were true concerning his connection with
this infamous doctrine, my heart was broken, but my honor compelled me to denounce
1t.

When the order of Enoch, which was introduced by the revelations of Joseph
Smith to the church, had failed, leaving thousands broken in faith and fortune in the
four trials to put it into practice in Kirtland, Ohio, Independence, and Far West Mis- k
souri, and Nauvoo, 111, I tried to forget that this was ever a part of the faith, but when
in the declining years of Joseph Smith, President of the Reorganization, this order
was re-established by revelation, it shocked me, but as it gained but little headway
until last year, I tried to dismiss it from my mind. But wher within the last year the
leading authorities of the Reorganized Church sent out their questionaire, and discussed
it with the view to force it upon the people, my fondest hopes were crushed. Then
it was that I determined that something had to be done. The growing autocracy of
the President of the Reorganized Church, and other reasons assigned in this book
forced me to go to God for immediate assistance.. I am glad to testify to you that He
~ remembered His promise and gave me the direction and instruction which has enabled
me to make the move He would have me make, which I trust will be the means of
bringing thousands out of bondage into the pure white light of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. ,

Let my forty-two years of earnest, faithful labor and constant sacrifice continue
‘to-prove the integrity of my soul; and may the sweet spmt that has guided me in this
" matter, direct you to the sunny path. I pray you do not allow the stories so cruelly
circulated about me, by those who formerly loved and trusted me, keep you from making
a thorough examination of the claims made in this unpretentious little volume.

Yours in bonds

ul 8’h,19118. | o
ST Bl G
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Why I Left The Latter Day Saint Church

By Bishop R. C. Evans

I was born October 23rd, 1861, in a

them all has been manifested. by he who'

small village called St. Andrew’s, in the
Province of Quebeec. My mother was
born in the same village and my father
nearby. My parents left that place and
moved to the city of London, Ontario,
when I was but four years of age.. They
remained there until death called them
hence and we laid them to rest in that
city. .
I first heard the Liatter Day Saints in
1884, and was baptized by Elder J. J.
C‘ormsh November 5th, 1876. When 1
first heard the gospel I was a wild, weak,
ignorant boy, and the first prm(:lples of
*119 gospel fell upon my ears with all the
glory of a Divine harmony. I was called
to work in the Sunday school and filled
every office ~therein.
now ecalled the Zion’s Religio Literary
Society, elected me its president, and I
_have occupied as branch and distriet of-

ficer.in both school and Religio foryears.

I was ordained a Priest in 1882, Elder
in 1884, Seventy in 1886, High Priest in
1887, Apostle 1887, Counselor to Joseph
Smith and one of the First Presidency in
1902, and a Bishop in 1909. Imight state

.that in each of these ordinations I was
not only honored by the Latter Day
Saints, but the claim is made by them
that the Lord called me to occupy each
position. At no time was I released from
~any position in the church (but once, and
* not then till after I had written my
resignation; which appears in this book),
from my work in the Sunday school to
" my resignation on June 3,1918 as a mem-
ber of that church. When the time came
for me to leave one office to occupy an-
other I advanced with the goodwill of the
people: following me, and at no time in all
the forty-two years-of service has a charge
. ever - been- preferred.- against me. . This
does not imply that it was always smooth
+ sailing, for like Paul of other years, I,
too, have had ‘‘pearls among false breth:
ren,”’ and perhaps it is but fair to say
that the greatest trials I have been sub-
jected to have been the fruitage of envy
and jealousy on the part of some of the
leading men, and the mdst unrelenting of

The first society,

now holds the exalted position as Presi-
dent of the chureh, and Prophet, Seer
and  Revelator, = Frederick Madison

" Smith.

The day he and I were ordained -as
counselors to his father, he gave the first

_public evidence of his jealousy toward

me. I was considered a close friend to
his father and regarded as a favorite of
his.  'When the time came to ordain us,
the father selected Apostle J. W, Wright
to ordain Frederick, while Joseph Smith
ordained me. This so roused the wrath

of Frederick that his face became as a ~

flame of fire, and his father leaned over
me and whispered to his son, ‘‘Never
mind, Fred, it is all right,”” but from that
moment the said Fred has never lost an
opportunity to hurt me, and at times has
gone a long way around to accomplish
his subtle purposes.

I could fill many pages with-evidence
in support of this statement, but Ilet it
suffice me to say that his conduct toward
me was in no small-measure; at least one

“of the causes for my -action in 1908, when

I dictated my resignation as one of the
First Presidency. R. C. Russell wrote it
for me as I dictated it. When I pre-
sented it to Joseph Smith, tears filled his
eyes and he begged of me not to present it
to the conference, and he refused to do so,
and 1 was persuaded by him to keep my-
resignation till the Lord made the way
for its introduection, and I did so. The
time came the next spring, when the re-
lease wag granted. The church accepted
the message through Joseph, as the word
of the Liord, and if that is the word of -
God, then those who have slandered me-
should. be sileneed, for the closing 'sen-
tence says of me: “He has been earnest
and faithful in service and his reward 1s :
sure.”’—Doc, and Cov., 129, 1. :
Two facts are apparent in this: First,
that I was right in presenting my resig-
nation- as one of the First Presuiency, ‘
and second, that if the revelation was
from God, I was still in favor with the
Lord, and those who had, because of envy
or jealousy or any other cause, persecuted
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WHY I LEFT THE LATTER DAY SAINT CHURCH 3

me, were found guilty of a grave injus-
tice toward me.
Smith testified that he had been directed
to- present my name for ordination to the
-office of Bishop. The presiding Bishop
and others testifying to the ecall, I was
ordained. After the meeting adjourned,
Joseph Smith and his son, Hale, came to
me and each testified that I had been
ordained under the hands of an angel.
President ¥F. M. Smith and many others
testify to this angelic ordination, and a
written statement of the son of the Pro-
phet is printed in my book of poems,
and it has been common testimony. R. C.
Russell of the Apostles so testified in
public conference and ‘his testimony was
published June 14th, 1909. If these tes-
timonies are true, then I was called of
God and ordained by his angel to be a
Bishop, and so my Bishopric ¢ame from
God, and no man can take it from me,

nor am 1 dependent on the organization’
from -which I have departed for my

© priesthood. ;
The distinctive plea of the true
church has ever bheen that for a man to

hold true priesthood, he must be ealled of

God. This, I believe, is fully supported
by the Bible.

Speaking on the question of priest-
hood authority, John said: ‘‘A man can
receive nothing, -exeept it be given him
of heaven.”’—dJohn 3, 27. “*And no man
taketh this honor unto himself, but he
“that iq called of God. as was Aaron.”’—
Heb. 4. Here we are told- ¢ Christ
glomﬁed not himself to be made an high
priest, but he that said unto him, ‘thou
‘art my son, today have I beootten thee’

.o Thou art a priest forever after
g the order-of Melchisedee. . .7 Again,
““Called of God an high priest after the
order of Melehlsedec,” Heb. 5, 5-10. That
the Aaron above referred to was called
by revelation is apparent from the his-
tory as found in Exodus, fourth chapter,
in which God revealed to both Moses and
Aaron of the eall to the Holy Priesthood.
From these seriptures and many others it
is shown that the priesthood comes from
God and not the church on the earth.
The church grants us the right to repre-
sent it because we are called of Ged, and
it may take that right to represent if
from us, but the priesthood, as is stated

in the seventh chapter of Hebrews, third .
“For this Melchisedec - was or-

- verse,
dained a priest after the order qf the
Son of God, which order was without

The same day President .

~Joseph Smith,

father, without mother, without descent,
havmo neither begmnmg of days nor epd
of life. And 2l those who are ordainad
unto this priesthood are made like unto
the Son of God, abiding a priest contin-
ually.” (Inspired translation by Joseph
Smith.) This is clear proof that man
cannot give or take away priesthood, and
that the great Mormon controversy that
has filled the chureh with strife because
of the selfish revelation of their prophet,
is making the claim of
lineal priesthood, that his son should be

- his suceessor, is groundless, and I might

here state that there is no proof that God
ever intended that the priesthood must
descend from father to son, that it has
at times been a fact that the sons of those
holding priesthood have been called to
the priesthood, but it iz often shown in
sacred history where the priesthood has
not descended from father to son, and
the seriptures already quoted above ex-
pressly say it is ‘‘without descent.”’

If T am a priest of God, it is not be-
cause my father was a priest but because
God called me to be a priest. I am giving
some space to this question for two
reasons, first, because I wish to show
that my priesthood was not- given me by
the church, and that the church cannot
take it from me; and second, that ‘as
President Frederick M. Smith stated in -
a priesthood meeting last year, ‘““We (the
church) may take a man’s license from
him and thus refuse to permit him to
represent us (the church), but God only
can take his priesthood, he gave it, and
we cannot take it from him.”” This state-
ment is clear and I agree with it, but
what shall we say of another statement
made by the same man at the same meet-
ing: ‘‘Many have secured ordination by
fraudulent methods. - God has never
called them, and in time they will be re--
moved from position.”” I will leave this
subjeet for the present by saying that
the methods are changing, and as F. M.
Smith says, ‘‘Men are receiving ardina-
tion by fraudulent methods’’; they are
making presents and in other ways
secure favor from the leaders and first
thing we hear they are ordained. Then
begins a life of bluster and cant and a
dismal failure. follows many ordinations,
and this is apparent all-over the country.
One case is all T need to refer to. " A bro-
ther who might have aeccomplished a
good work in Canada was called upon to
be a reporter of the words and deeds of
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4 WHY I LEFT THE LATTER DAY SAINT CHURCH

others. He told me with tears of repent-
ance running down his face, ‘‘Bishop, I
am ashamed to confess it, but I can bear
this burden no longer. I was told if I
would be their eyes and ears in this city,
and keep them posted in everything here,
that they would give mé a permanent
mission and ordain me a Seventy, but 1
will be a spy no longer.”” But alas, the
love of position and prominence; the
temptation was too great and the dear
fellow again fell from grace and is now
wailting for the promised ordination. He
- may wsecure it, but-it-will- be priesteraft
from man, not priesthood from God, that
his leaders will confer upon him. God pity
him, for they will despise him and he will
perhaps live to see his folly and then he
will despise them, and so we leave it for
the buyer and seHer to settle.

‘We have a case in the Bible, Acts 8,

16-24,- where Simon offered money for an-

ordination, .so he could.lay -on hands for
the gift of the Holy Ghost. That wa§
sad enough, but it is not so bad as the
poor fellow that will not only spend 'his
money, but barter his honor for an ordin-
ation.
Saintism is shaking the church to .its
speedy destruction; and I weep to: thlhk
of the honest who arevbemg deceived. -

I have been careful to show from ‘rJhe
history that-1 hiave ‘held the-respeet and
confidence of the Latter Day Saints, and
have been ordained perhaps more fre-
quently than any other man. in. the
church. It is.a fact that I have preached
more sermons during their general cen-
ferences, since 1887, than any man living,
and have for years addressed more people
than any of the priesthood; in a word,
- the common people-heard me- gladly and
the true children of God in many parts
of the world called for my labors. But
my trials came from those in  leading
positions who were jealous of me. I gave
forty-two years to the church and all T
ask is that that life of continnal sacrifice
speak in defence of my integrity during
those lonely years, when I traveled with-
out purse or script and often when I
knew not where the next meal or bed
was coming from.

T was honest in my profession of Lat-
ter Day Salntism. I had read their books
and sermons, so carefully prepared by
the leaders. I believed them and preached
them with all my soul, and have stood
before mobs when I did not- expect to
live another hour.

This one feature of Latter Day .

The reader Wﬂl doubtless ask how is

it that you were so deceived for so many -

yvears, and what ecaused your awakening
and redemption from such a delusion. I
will try and make answer and trust that
a discerning public will see my position.

I believed the gospel as they taught it,
and still believe it true.. I find support
for the first prineiples ‘as they teach them

in“the Bible, and T still think that the
gospel as they taught it is true, but they

have left the gentle leadmgs of thelr first -

love and have gone into forbidden paths
that have led them far from God.

POLYGAMY.

- Two leading positions are taken: re:
garding -the doetrine. of polygamy. The
first is taken by what is known as the
Utah Mormons. They teach that the
ehurch was organized in 1830, and that
as early as 1831 Joseph began to have
revelations under which he, with some
others, were permitted to practice
polygamy or spiritual wifery, or sealing
—call it what you will. It just meant
that Joseph and his favorites were per-
mitted to indulge in sexual intercourse
with women, other than their legal wife,
under the law of the land. This practice
was denied by them for several years,

under first one method and then another,

but the careful reader will observe from
their confessions that such-practice was
had by Joseph Smith and -others all

- through the years from 1831 to the day

of his death, which occurred June 27th;
1844.  This was kept secret from the
world and many of the church till long
after Joseph Smith’s death.

When Brigham Young and his apos-
tles threw off the eloak of secrecy ~and

boldly published to the world, August 29,

1852, that. this -doetriné was privately
taught and practiced by the elect more
or’less since 1831, that Smith had several

revelations authorizing and explaining -

these ‘‘high and holy privileges: to the

faithful,”” all through the years, but that:
now the time had arrived to publish the
last great revelation on the subject which

they affirm was revealed by the Lord-to
Joseph Smith, July 12, 1843.

The faction known as the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day.

Saints, in which I held membership from

November 5th, 1876, until June 3rd, 1918,
hold now, and have held for some years, =

that Joseph Smith lived and died a true
prophet; that he did not have any reve-
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WHY I LEFT THE LATTER DAY SAINT CHURCH 5

lations on polygamy; that he never had
but one wife; that the allegations made
by Brigham Young and thousands of
others that he taught and practiced
polygamy and spiritual wifery, is false;
and that Brigham Young was the author
of the revelation on polygamy ; that Orsen
Pratt preached .the first sermon on
polygamy in Salt Lake City in August,

1852, and that the same day Brigham
Young introduced the revelation on
polygamy.

I may say that the pomtlon as taken

by the Reorganized Church is the position -

I have taken in my long years of service
in the ministry. I have preached it and
published it, and my sermons on the sub-
jeet have gone over the civilized world.
I will state that T was honest in my posi-
tion for this reason: when I read the
books as published by those who did not
belong to the church, in which Smith was
accused  of teaehmg and  practicing
polygamy, I just said, they are not mem-
bers of the chureh and know nothing of
which they write.. I regarded it as per-
secution, and so dismissed it as unworthy
of credence. When Brigham Young or
any of the many ‘different branches of
the church affirmed that Smith had reve-
lations on polygamy and taught and
practiced it, T would say, they are in the
dirt themselveq and are trying to blame
Joseph for thelr iniquity. When a man
apostatized from the church and would
write a book telhng what he knew, I
termed him ‘‘a dirty apostate,’” filled
with malice and slander, and I refused
to helieve him, and so for years I honestly
rejected all that was presented on that
line.

The reader is now ready-to inquire,
“How did you come to see the truth re-
garding the guilt of Smith in having
revelations commanding the practice of
polygamy, and how did you become con-
vineed that he was guilty of teaehing and
- practicing polygamy?’’ T will proceed at
once to inform you. ~ Some time ago 1
was called to the state of New York on
church work. While there I chanced to
pick up an old well worn book -in the
home of a Latter Day Saint, T at once
recognized it as a work that was pub-
lished - by -the Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, in the
vear 1880, as written by Edward W.
Tullidge. I had heard that for some rea-
son this book was called in, the sale of it
stopped. I was told many of the books

on hand were destroyed, and the type
plates melted up and thus the book with-
drawn from the sale market. This aroused
my suspicions. I asked for the book and
secured it from the owners. I read, and
there. judge my horror and surprise. 1
learned that much that T had read from
the press of Utah Mormonism and from
those whom I had called apostates and
from the leading encyclopaedias of the
world, and some of the best writers of
America and England regarding the guilt
of Joseph Smith and many of the chureh
was all too true. I felt then as if death
would come as a welcome guest. I who
had denied this. I who had for years
denounced Brigham Young as the author
of the revelations on polygamy and the
lustful degenerate who had practiced it
and gave it to the Mormons. I who had
lauded Joseph Smith as innocent and
pure and true. I had to learn from the
pen of Joseph Smith, the son of Joseph
he who was the prophet, seer and reve-
lator to the Reorganized Church, that he
believed to be true much that I declared
to be false.

Oh, dear reader, if you could but feel
the shame, the remorse and the deep sor-
row of soul that I felt when this awful
awakening came to me, you would pity

.me, for 1 eould see at a glance the work

performed in forty years of honest labor
would, to a great degree have to fall and
that thousands who had in many parts of
Canada, the United States and the British
Isles heard me preach and lecture, and
thousands who had read my leetures in
most every part of the eivilized world
would look to me as an honest man, to
tell the facts, to disillusionize them, to
expose the man I had so earnestly and
honestly defended, to admit that I was
mistaken, that I had blamed Brigham
Young for that which Joseph Smith was
guilty. My honor, my debt to the publie,
demanded that T spe'ak, that my poor pen
get busy, but how to perform this task
was the burning question. I would just
retire from prominence, I would leave
the front ranks and would just quietly
retire to Toronto, preach the gospel as I
found it in the Bible and would not speak
of the unpleasant things. I tried that,
retived from the First Presidency, that
was not sufficient, retired from being
Bishop of Canada (for at first I was
Bishop of all Canada) but that was not
enough. I prepared my people to learn
that I was going to retire from the
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6 WHY I LEFT THE LATTER DAY SAINT CHURCH

Bishop’s work and just devote myself to
preaching in Toronto, but all that was
not enough. I had to speak on the all-
absorbing, burning questions. I was soon
suspected—spotted by those in authority.
I had lost what they called my vim, push,
foree, magnetism. Oh; it was a living
death, :
T soon found another book published

"in 1844 by the most brilliant man in Moxr-

e

manism, Sidney Rigdon. His book told
the same awful stories. He had loved,
trustéd and honored Smith as the prophet
of the most high, was his trusted counsel-
lor and most confidential comrade for
years, but he was forced to leave the
church and print the facts. The story of
Smith and his comrades in polygamy and
other dark crimes run through his book,
with all their damning <horrors that
makes the blood in your veins run cold

with ageny and- sorrow, that men pro-
fessing religion could fall so low.

Some months ago I was presented
with another volume considered very
valuable, for there are few of them in
existence. This work is the first volume
of the true Latter Day Saints Herald,
published in 1860 by the Reorganized
Church of Latter Day Saints. This, too,
confirms what the leading eneyclopaedias,
what the general books as published by
the world and what the apostates have
written, namely, that Joseph Smith had
the revelations of polygamy; that the
church was practicing it; that many were
guilty ; that Smith confessed that he had
been deceived; that polygamy was of the
devil; that it must be put down or the
c¢hureh would be ruined. He caused the
revelations on polygamy to be burned,
and was going to denounce the practice,
but was killed.

All this showed he had been guilty of
what Young and thousands of others had
accused him, that ‘‘he abhorred and re-
pented of this iniquity.”’ Oh, yes, dear
reader, but all that he could say a few
days before his death could not wipe out
the awful stain of the hypocritical life he
had led when professing to be the pro-
phet, seer and revelator of the Lord—
the very mouthpiece of Jesus Christ. No

i wonder that Brigham Young and thou-
‘sands whom he had led into polygamy

by his revlations and private conduct re-

/ fused to believe what someone told them

i of his last day repentance.

No: wonder
that Brigham, who believed him to be
the representative of high heaven, con-

‘pleasures.

tinued to practice the abominations set
forth in revelations and practiced by him
to the day of his death, for it is shown
that if he did repent a few days before
his death, neither his many wives or
trusted comrades in crime ever heard of
his repentance from his own lips. No, he -
died as he had lived, and many women
went -to their graves fondly believing

that God had commanded them to be the
wives of Joseph Smith, and fondly leok-
ing forward to the resurrection when he
would raise up children to them to in-
crease his kingdom- in the land where
death will not  prevent the sexual

I could easily deny the men-of the
world and the nasty apostates, but to
deny the admissions of his own legal wife,
to set aside the statement of his own son,
to refuse credence to the leaders of the
Reorganization such as Robinson, W. W,

‘Blair, Isaac Sheen, William Marks and

others was impossible. I had to submit,
and my work of years faded before my
tear-stained eyes, and I mourned like one

~of other days, ‘“Oh, that thou .wouldst

hide me in the grave.”” But no, I had to
live, to apologize to the world and con-
fess that 1 was mistaken; yes, I eould do
that and still be an honest man.- To: re-
fuse to do that was to become dishonest
and be a slave to my own conscienge, and
so under directions received, to which I
will refer later, I have tendered my ves-
ignation to the church erganization
wherein 1 spent the best forty-two years
of my life. .

Now I hetake myself to the task of
giving the words of the books that I have
discovered as I find them:. I submit the
testimony of Joseph Smith, prophet, seer.
and revelator of the Reorganized Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and
son “and successor of Joseph Smith, the
founder of the church. Tiet the reader
remember this is not a hasty speech de-
livered under excitement, but a carefully
prepared article given to the world by
the press of his church.

JOSEPH SMITH, THE SON OF
 THE PROPHET.

““T believe that during the later years.
of my father’s life there was in discussion
among the elders, and possibly in prac-
tice, ‘a theory like the following:: That
persons: who might believe that there was:
a sufficient degree of spiritwal affinity
hetween them, as married companions, to
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WHY I LEFT THE LATTER DAY SAINT CHURCH 7

warrant the desire to perpetuate that
union in the world to come and after the
regurrection, could go before some high
priest, whom they might choose, and

there making known their desire, might

be married for eternity, pledging them-
selves while in the flesh unto each other
for the observance of the rights of com-
panionship in the spirit; that this was
called spiritual marriage, and upon the
supposition that what was sealed by this
priesthood, before which this pledge was

- made on earth, was sealed in heaven, the

marriage relation then entered into would

continue in eternity. That this was not
authorized by command of God or rule of
the church, but grew out of the constant
diseussion had among the elders; and
that after a time it resulted in the wish
(father to the thought) that wmarried
companionship rendered unpleasant here
by Incompatibilities of different sorts,
might be cured for the world to come by
securing through this means a congenial
companion in the spirit; that there was

but brief hesitancy between the wish and .

an attempt to put it into form and prac-
tice. That once started, the idea grew,
spiritual affinities were sought after, and
in seeking them the hitherto sacred pre-
cinets of home were invaded; less. and
less restraint was exercised, the lines be-
tween virtue and license hitherto sharply
drawn, grew more and more indistinet;
spiritual companionship if sanctioned by
a holy priesthood, to confer favors and
pleasures in the world to come, might be
antedated and put to actual test here—
and so the enjoyment of a gpiritual com-

- panionship in eternity became a compan-

ionship here; a wife a spiritual wife, if
congenial ; if not, one that was congenial
was sought, and a wife in faet was sup-
plemented by one in spirit, which in easy
transition became one in essential earthly
relationship. From this, if one, why not
two or more, and plural marriage, or the
plurality of wives was the growth.”’—

~ ““‘Life of Joseph the Prophet,”” page 798-

800. This book was printed by the Re-
organized” Church and advertised by
them in their papers until they destroyed
the type because it told too much,

Comment. Here the son is trying to

‘make the position as easy as possible, yet

he admits that during the latter years of
his father’s life there was in discussion
among the elders, and possibly in practice,
three stages or steps that brought the
church to polygamy and destruction and
to hig fatlier’s untimely death,

First step, a spiritual affinity between
married companions, who went before
some Mormon priest and were married for
eternity. .

Second step, that married companion-
ship rendered unpleasant might be cured
for the world to come by securing a con-
genial companion, that this was put into
practice, that in thus practicing this
gpiritual wifery, the sacred precinets of
home were invaded, less and. less restraint
was exercised, the lines between license

.and virtue grew indistinet, and that this

spiritual companionship sanctioned by the
holy priesthood to confer favors in the
world to come might be antedated and put
to actual test here, and that plural mar-
riage or plurality of wives was the growth,
this being the third step.

In the same paper he tries to protect
his father, makesa feeble attempt to state
that when his father became convineced
that the world would make the discovery
and the church would be destroyed by this
abominable prostitution, he tried to stop
it, but was powerless. But it was too late,
and he met his untimely death, and so
Brigham continued to lead the people in
the way of sin, and finally grew bold, and
openly preached and practiced the erime
which in secret- they had practiced but
denied for years.

That Joseph Smith is said to have re-

. pented of his connection with polygamy,

and burned the revelationg that com-
manded the faithful 1o practice it, and so
confessed a few days before his death, is
admitted by others of the Reorganized
Church, but the great sin of it all is that
now that nearly all those old books are de-
stroyed and the victims of his polygamy
are dead, the Reorganized Church leads
their people to believe that Joseph Smith
was innocent of it all, and that Brigham

Young was the scoundrel that had the

revelations and introduced its practice.
EMMA SMITH,

Before we leave this book, T present
what is often styled the death-bed state-
ment of BEmma Smith, legal wife of Joseph,
as made in answer to questions pro-
pounded by her son Joseph.

‘What about the revelation on poly-
gamy. Did Joseph Smith have anything
like 1t? - What of spiritual wifery?

““There was no revelation on either
polygamy or spiritual wives; there were
some rumors of something of the sort, of
which I asked my husband. e assured
me that all there was of it was thatin a
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chat about plural wives he had said:
‘“Well such a system might be, if every-
body was agreed to it, and would behave
as they should, But they would not, and
besides it was contrary to the will of
Heaven.”” No such thing as polygamy or
‘spiritual wifery was taught publicly or
privately before my husband’s death that
I have now, or ever.had any knowledge
of.”” Life of Joseph the Prophet by Tul-
lidge, page 792, s
Comment.
many years Joseph was challenged to ask
his mother, but he waited till she was
about ready to enter the grave before he
approached her on this momentous ques-
tion? Then it is reecalled that this pur-
ported statement is not signed or written
by Emma nor did she give it under oath.
Then it must be remembered that the
sworn statements to the contrary of the
Laws and Cowles published twenty days
before the prophet’s death and corrobor-
ated afterwards by the affidavits of Full-
ner, Grover, Soby Robinsons, and the
sworn statements of many others, and
_lastly the statements made by Marks,
Sheen and hundreds of others, including
several women, who made oath that they
were the wives of Joseph Smith, and many
affirming that Emma knew that her hus-
band had the revelation, practiced poly-
gamy and that she burned the revelation.
Bricham Young says: ‘‘Emma burned the

revelation,”” - Isaac Sheeh says: ‘‘Joseph
had the revelations on that subject
burned.” William Law swears: ‘‘Mrs.

Smith eomplained to me about Joseph
keeping his young - wives in  her
house and elsewhere, and his neglect
of her. She spoke freely about the reve-
lation and its threat against her life
(eicht years after the revelations were
published by Brigham Young, and con-
tains. the threat upon Emma’s life, as
stated by her to President Liaw, R. C.).
She seemed to have no faith in it what-
ever, from what she said to me, and from
what I learned from other sources, I have
good reason to believe that Joseph and
Hyrum Smith and others in the church
had been practicing polygamy for a long
time before the rvevelation eame forth.”’
Mormen polygamy, page 191.

Emma admits they were discussing
polygamy, she admits she heard rumors,
she says her husband said ‘‘such a system
might be if everybody was agreed to it
and would behave as they should.”” Can
anyone fail to see guilt there. This is in

_ slightly suspicious.

keeping with his position all along. The
people were hard to manage, they talked
too much. Some were not content to
practice polygamy and keep quiet about
it. The world would soon know the
secret. That was his trouble. The com-
mand was ‘‘thou shalt not be found out.”’
Keep the strong meat from the world;

feed them on milk. D. C. 18, 2.

To say the least, the above makes the
last testimony of Emma Smith look
Thousands contra-
dict her story.

Much more could be presented from
this old book, the type of which was de-
stroyed lest the admissions of Joseph and
his mother would be urged against the
husband and father. But I leave that
book and go to another book which I
found within the last two months. -I had
seen some garbled quotations from it in
my hurried reading in the past, hut the
book itself is presented to me. It is a
bound volume composed of the True
Latter Day Saints Herald, volume 1, and
I quote from the best authority ever
produced by the Reorganization, surely
they will not deny it, for I confess, hurt
as it did, my honor compelled me to
admit the truth contained therein, though
it well nigh broke my heart.

ISAAC SHEEN TESTIFIES.
Vol. 1, No. 1, Page 8-9: The editor of

' the paper is making claim that polygamy

is sinful in the sight of the Lord, and
showing mnot only the guilt of Joseph
Smith, but trying the best he can to ex-
cuse him. Here are his words:

In Hzekiel, 14, 1-5, the prophet says:
““Then came certain of the elders of Israel
unto me, and sat before me.  And. the
word of the Lord came unto me, saying,
‘Son of Man, these men have set up their
idols in their heart, and put the stumbling
block of their iniquity before their face;
should I be inquired of at all by them?
Therefore, speak unto them and say unto
them, thus saith the Lord God; every
man of the liouse of Israel that setteth:-up
his didols in his heart, and putteth the
stumbling block of his iniquity before his
face, and cometh to the prophet; I, the
Lord, will answer him that cometh -ac-
cording to the multitude of his idols;
that T may take the house of Israel in
their own heart because they . areall
estranged from me through their idols.”’

We have shown you that God gave a
revelation unto us in which he eommand-
ed that every man should ‘‘cleave unto
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his- wife and none else,”” and that he
commanded us, saying, ‘“‘repent and re-
member the Book of Mormon and the
former commandments which I have
‘given them, not only to say, but to do,
-according to that which T have written,”’
and that in that book there is much tes-
timony against polygamy. All these in-
structions were sufficient for our guid-
ance, but ““men have set up their idols in
their hearts, and put the stumbling block
of their iniguity before their face.”” This
. adulteroug spirit had captivated their
hearts and they desired a license from

God to lead away captive the fair daugh-

ters of his people and in this state of
mind. they came to the Prophet Joseph.

Could the Lord do anything more or

less than what Hzekiel hath prophesied?.

The Lord hath declared by Bzekiel what
kind of an answer he would give ‘them,
therefore he answered them according to
the multitude of their idols. Paul had
also prophesied that ‘for this cause God
shall send them strong  delusion, that
they should believe .a lie, that they all
might be damned who believed not the
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteous-
ness.”’ - Both these prophecies agree. In
Hzekiel’s prophecy, the Lord also says:
YT will set my face against that man and
will make him a sign and a proverb, and
I will cut him off from the midst of my
people; and ve shall know that T am the
Lord. And if the prophet be deceived
when he hath spoken a thing, I, the Lord,
have deceived that prophet, and T will
stretch out my hand upon him, and will
destroy him from the midst of my people,
- Israel. And they shall bear the punish-
ment of their iniquity; the punishment
~of the prophet shall be even as the pun-
ishment of him that seeketh unto him;
that the house of Israel may go no more
astray from wme, néither be polluted any
more with all their transgressions; but
that they may be my people and T may
be their God, saith the Lord God.”’—
8, 11 v.

‘We have here the faets as they have

trangpired, and as they will continue to .

transpire in relation to this subject. The
death of the prophet is one fact that has
been realized, although he abhorred and
repented = of this iniquity before his
death.”’

This branch of the subieet we. shall
leave to some of our brethren who are

qualified to explain it satisfactorily. Those

who have practiced these abeminations

have become ‘‘a sign and a proverb’”
among men in acecordance with this pro-
phecy. These are the ‘‘false teachers’
prophesied of by Peter, of whom he said:
““Many shall follow their pernicious ways,

_ by reason of whom, the way of truth shall

be evil spoken of, and through covetous-
ness shall-they with feigned words make
merchandise of you; whose judgment now
of a long time lingereth not, and their
damnation slumbereth not.”” The reason
why the Lord destroyed the prophet and
made those whe ‘‘set up their idols in
their hearts,”” a “‘sign and a proverb,”’
made them bear the punishment of their
iniguity is worthy of our earnest.atten-
tion. ’ )

Comment. Here is plain admissions
to the following: The church had fallen
under an adulterous spirit. They desired
a Heense from God to lead away the fair
daughters of his people. They went to
Joseph Bmith, the prophet (not Brighani
Young, as we so often taught) with this
idol in their hearts;he received the revel-
ation commanding polygamy, but just be- .
fore his death he repented of this iniguity,
and abhorred it; hut we will permit Tsaac
Sheen, the editor, t6 make his own state-
ment:

““The Salt Lake apostles also excuse
themselves by saying that Joseph Smith
taught the gpiritual wife doetrine, but this
excuse is as weak as their exeuse concern-
ing the ancient kings and patriarchs. Jos-
eph Smith repented ¢f his conrestion with
this doctrine, and said that it was of the
devil. Hs caused the revelaticms on that
subiect to be burned, and when he volun-
tarily came to Nauvoo and resigned him-
helf into the arms of his enemies, he gaid
that he was going to Carthage to die. At
that time he also said that if it had not
been for that aceursed spiritual wife doc-
trine he would not have come to that,_ By
hig conduct at that time he proved the
sincerity of his repentance, and of hig
profession as a prophet, If Abraham and
Jacob, by repentance, can obtain salva-
t'on and exaltation, so can Joseph Smith.’”’,

Comment.  Joseph repented of his con-
neetion with this doctrine (the spiritual
wife doetrine is under consideration) Ha-
said it was of the devil. He cansed the
revelations on that subject to be burned.
When he went fo Carthage to die he said:
““If it had not been for that accursed spir-
itual wife .doctrine, he would not have
come to that. By his conduct at that time
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he proved the sincerity of his repentance
and of his profession as a prophet. All
this carnot be denied, and as it is sup-
ported by hundreds of others, whom we
were unwﬂhng to believe in the past. But
new that it is admitted by the Jeading
men of the ehureh, why should the present
leaders try to excuse Joseph and place
the blame on Brigham., Here Isaac Sheen
concurs. with President William Tiaw, and
Pres. Brigham Young that Emma not
only knew of the revelation, but that it
wasg burned. The twoe presidents say
Emma burned it, the edltor says Joseph
had it burned,

WILLIAM MAREKS TESTIFIES.

Now we call attention to William
Marks on the queqtion of polygamy. He
was president of the Iligh Council at
Nauvoo at the time of Joseph. Smith’s
death. He supported the claims of Sidney
Rigdon for a time, then went with the
polygamous apostles under Brigham
Young, then it is said he left them and
joined the Stranite faction, then he joined
the little church called the Baneemyites,

and after all this running arcund he

united with the Reorganized Church and
‘ordained Joseph Smith to be the prophet,
seer and revelator of the new factionr.
This: man wrote’in the Saints Herald,
under date of Oct. 23, 1859, published 'in
that paper on pages 25726 of first volume,
the following:

“1I feel -desirous - to communicate
through your periodical a few suggestions
made manifest.to me by the spirit of God
in relation to the chureh of Jesus Christ of
Liatter Day Saints. About the first of June,

1844 (situated as I was at that time, being

the presiding elder of the State of Nauvoo,
and by appointment the presiding officer
of the High 'Council), T had a very good
oppertunity to know the affairs of the
church, and my convictions at- that time
were that the church, in a great measure,
had departed from the pure principles
and doctrines of Jesus Christ, T felt much
. troubled in mind about the condition of
the church; T prayed earnestly to my
- Heavenly Father to show me something in
regard to it, when I was wrapt in vigion,
and it was shown me by the spirit that the
top, or branches, had overecome the root in
sin and wickedness, and the only way to
cleanse and purify it was to disorganize i,
and in due time the Lord would reorgan-
_ize it again. There were many other thmg,ﬂ,

suggested to my mind, but the lapse of
time has erased them from my memory.
A few days after this occurrence I
met with Bro. Joseph. He said that he
wanted to converse with me on the af
fairs of the church, and we retired by
ourselves. I will -give his words ver-
batim, for they are .indelibly stamped
upon my mind. e said he had desired
for & l(mg time to have a talk with me
on the subject of polygamy. He said it
eventually would prove the overthrow of
the echurch, and we should soon . he
¢bliged to leave the United St#ites unless
it could be speedily put down. He was
satisfied that it was a cursed doctrine,
and that there must be every eXertion
made to put it down. He said that he.
would go before the congregation and
proclaim against it, and I must go into
the High Council, and he would prefer
charges against those in transgression,
aund I must sever them from the chnreh
unless they made ample. satisfaction.
There was much more sald, but this was
the substance. The mob commenced o
cather about Carthage in a few days af-

ter, therefore there was mnothing done
eoncerning it.
After the Prophet’s death, I made

mention of ‘this eonversation to several,
hoping and believing that it would have
a good effect, but to my great disappoint-
ment, it was soon rumore\d about that
Brother Marks was about ‘to- apostatize,
and that all he said about the conversa-
tion with the Prophet.was a tissue of
dC@

Comment. The Lord shows him a
vision of the corruption of the church
and that the only way to purify it was to
disorganize it.” That the “‘rop had over-
come the root in-wickedness.” - ~(Joseph
was the top, and wicked) that Joseph
told him he desired for a long time to
have a talk with him on polygamy. If
had made sueh headway that it would
eventually overthrow the church; they
would soon have to leave the United
States unless it conld be put down, and
advised that all who would not repenf
should be eut off the church, but in a few
days the mob came and Smith was shot to
death.

The reader should remember that ac-
cording to the above, polygamy was
extensively practiced for a long time in
the church. Joseph had now been con-
verted that it was wrong. He repented
of his connection with it, abhorred his
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.past conduct and would now try and put
it down. He was the mayor of the city,
"he was the prophet, seer and revelator.
He had been & crowned king, He was
lieutenant-general of the Nauvoo Legion,
he ‘was the only one that had the right
1o give a revelation that the chureh is to
receive. As if from the mouth of Christ,
for the support of this blasphemy and
autoeracy, read Doce. and Cov., 19, 2-43, 1.
So that Smith was absolute in power, and
if revelations were given and polyvgamy
was practiced, then he had those revela-
tions, and he practiced the abomination.
His own revelations and the testimony of
hundreds of his vietims prove this be-
yond question,

It may be that this is the time and
place to show Joseph Smith went before
the Lord with ‘‘an idol of polygamy in
his heart,”” as stated above, by their
own witnesses. Read the revelation on
polygamy, which he gave under date of
« July 12, 1843. Found in Utah Edition,
Doct. and Cov.,132:1. 1t contains sixty-
six paragraphs and shows clearly that
those who refuse to practice polygamy
will be damned. But let us find the idol.
Read first paragraph of the revelation.

JOSEPH SMITH'S IDOL—
POLYGAMY.

“Verily thus saith the Liord unto you,

my servant Joseph, that inasmuch as you
have inquired of my hand to know and
understand wherein I, the Lord, justified
my servants Abraham, Isaac and Jacob;
as also Moses, David and Solomon, my
servants, as touching the prineiple and
doctrine of their having many wives and
concubines,”’

Comment. Smith had the word of
God, and the nations of the civilized
world before him all condemning polyg-
amy. If he loved his own wife he should
know that polygamy was a heart-crusher,
that which must channel the face of pure
. womanhood with tears of wunutterable
woe, and yet he came before the Lord, as
Hezekiel said, with 'the idol of polygamy
and concubinage before him. All can see
who wish to see truth that the very reve-
Iation shows he was guilty before he re-
- ceived this revelation, and that it bears
proof as stated by others that he was in

the cess pit of polygamy before this reve-

lation was given, and that this was buf
an - enlargement of other revelations
which many say he had before on the
subject. '

W. W. BLAIR TESTIFIES.

Now let us hear the testimony of an-
other great leader in' the Reorganized
Church, W. W. Blair, one of the early
men of the church, and the counsellor to
Joseph Smith the Prophet. He says:
“The pulrality-wife revelation was never
given unto the church by Joseph, and
when it was made public the first organ-
ization of the church had ceased. 'The
church had been rejected of God, and
counterfeit churches under the direction
of greedy wolves had supplanted the
true church. | The church was not com-
manded to give heed unto revelations
which were not given unto them, but
only those which Joseph gave unto them,
and as that revelation was withheld from
the church, and was repudiated and de-
nounced by him, and as it was only in-

tended for those who (according to the

prophecy of Ezekiel) had ‘‘set up their
idols in their  hearis’’ therefore the
church was not commanded to receive
it.”” True Latter Day Saints Herald,
March, 1860, page 64.

Comment, Here it iz admitted by
Brother RBlair that the revelation .on
polygamy was in existence before Smith’s
death, and that it ‘‘was repudiated and
dencunced by him,’’ that it was not given
to the church as a body. This is proof
that the position taken by the Reorgan-
ization that it was not given in his time,
but later, and by Brigham Young, is
absolutely false. The entire testimony
shows that Smith taught that it was not
time to give it to the world, and that
many in the church could not stand the
strong meat, but for the time should only .
have the milk. But that he had it, and
taught it to the priesthood, and they to
their female victims, and that he with
them practiced it is beyond question.

J. W. BRIGGS TESTIFIES.

Jason W, Briggs, one the founders of
the Reorganization and the President of
the Twelve Apostles for many years, un--
til 'he, like many hundreds of others, had
his eyes opened to-.the false positions
taken and left the church, was called to
testify in the temple lot suit, said: “‘I
heard something about the revelation on
polygamy when I was in Nauvoo in 1842
I heard there was one; there was talk
going on about it at that time, and con-
tinued to be.”” Record, P. 349-505.

Writing to J. T. Clark under date of
February 13th, 1888, he said: ‘‘I was
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at Nauvoo in 1843, the year it was found
necessary to legalize polygamy by a reve-
lation. No, I have no doubt as to the
authorship: of that (socalled) revelation
of July 12th, 1843. It has all the ear-
marks to identify it as the production of
the mouthpiece of those days. Joseph is
called the mouthpiece in the revelation
found in Doc. and Cov., Sec. 19, in these
words, ‘‘wherefore, meaning the church,
thou shalt give heed unto all his words
and commandments—for his words ye
shall receive as if from my own mouth—in
‘all patience and faith, ‘““Yes, and it re-
quired faith and patience on the part of
those broken-hearted women who sub-
mitted to the revelations because they
were persuaded that God had. com-
manded. ‘They were not bad women, but
were the vietims of misplaced confidence,
and -many of them found rest in hopeless
imsanity or the cold grave.”’

EBENEZER ROBINSON TESTIFIES.
- KEbenezer - Robinson ‘united with the
¢hureh in 1835. He became clark of the
High Council in 1838; was joint editor
of the Times and Seasons until 1842. He
followed Rigdon after Smith’s death, and
was his counsellor. He joined the Re-
_ organization in 1863, made affidavit in
“1873, as did also his wife.

““To whom it may concern:

“We, Ebenezer Robinson and Angeline
Robinson; husband and wife, hereby cer-
tify that in the fall of 1843, Hyrum
Smith, brother of Joseph Smith, came to
our house in Nauvoo, Illinois, and taught
us the doetrine of polygamy. And I, the
said Ebenezer Robinson, hereby further
state that he gave me special instructions
how-I could manage the matter so as not
to have it known to the public. 1
told us that .while. he had heretofore
opposed the doctrine, he was wrong and
his brother Joseph was right; referring
to-his teaching it.

(Sgd.) Ebenezer Robinson.
Angeline E. Robinson.

Sworn to and subscribed before me
this 29th day of December, 1873,

J. M. Smallee, Notary Publie.
“To whom it may concern:

This is to certify that in the latter
part of November, or in December; 1843,
Hyrum Smith (brother of Joseph Smith,
President of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints) came to my house
in Nauvoo, Illinois, and taught me the
doetrine of spiritual wives, or polygamy.

He also -

He said he heard the voice of the”
Lord give the revelation on spiritual
wifery (polygamy) to his brother Joseph,
and that while he had heretofore opposed
the doctrine he was wrong, and his bro-
ther Joseph was right all the time. =

He told ma o make a selection of
some young woman and he would send

her to me, and take her to my home, and

if she should have an heir, to give out the
word that she had a husband who-had
gone on a mission to “a foreign country.
He seemed disappointed when I declined
to do so. (Sgd.) H. Robinson.

Davis City, Towa, Oct. 23, 1885,

Subseribed and sworn -to before me, a
notary public, in and for Decatur County,
Towa, this 24th day of October, A. D,
1885,  Z. H. Gurley, Notary Publie.”

The reader should remember that this
man Robinson was a member in high
standing in the chureh during the life
work of Joseph Smith, and while it is
true that Joseph Smith is not accused by
him of polygamy directly, yet Hyrum
Smith was Joseph Smith’s brother and
his chief advisor, counsellor and the pre-
siding Patriareh of the church.. If he
told the truth, Joseph was guilty; if he
lied, then Hyrum Smith was a liar. His_
testimony is corroborated by hundreds,
henece 1t will be taken as good evidence
that Joseph was guilty as stated.

This man Robinson  came into the
Reorganized Church and was prominent
in it for years, and testified to  these
things through the years. .Those having ~
the Inspired Translation of the Bible, as
published by the Reorganized Church in
1867, will see that Robinson, with Joseph
Smith and Bishop Rogers, wag a commit-

tee to publish said Bible; and as he.made

his affidavit in 1873 and did not leave the
Reorganized Church until 1888, that he
was about fifteen years holding member-
ship in the Reorganized Church, all the
while affirming under oath that Joseph
and Hyrum Smith were guilty as per his -
statement. Why  did not the Reorgan-
ized Church take action to stop this man,
if he was slandering the Prophet  and
Patriarech? They knew better, and they
know today that many of their leading -
men now believe that Joseph had the
revelations on. polygamy and practiced
that aceursed -doetrine.

Many of them make arguments that
Joseph Smith did not have the revela-
tion, but they excuse themselves under
the cover ‘‘well-he did not have it just as
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it is published by the Brighamite
Church.”” The facts are, many believe
he had it, but that Young enlarged upon
it. One leading man said to me in Dow
City, Towa: " Joseph had tlie revelation
all right, but any man with brains can
see that no one person was the author of
the revelation as it now appears. “What
. do you mean,’* I said. He replied, ‘“Well,
I mean this—Joseph had the revelation
on polygamy and Brigham Young or
some of his apostles'made certain changes
and additions to it, made it to read more
grammatically, so that gives us a chance
to make argument that Joseph Smith did
not have that revelation,”

This little piece of trickery to evade
the real facts is in keeping with the one
in which twelve leading men and nineteen
leading women signed the following:

““We, the nundersigned members of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, and residents of the ecity of
Nauvoo, persons of families, do hereby
certify and declare. that we know of no
other rule or system of marriage than the
one published from the Book of Docirine
and Covenants, and we give this certifi-
cate to show that Dr. John C. Bennett’s
secret wife system is a creature of his
own make, as we know of no such soci-
ety in this place, nor never did.

S. Bennett N.- K. Whitney
George Miller Albert Perry
Alpheus Cutler Elias Higbee
Reynolds Cahoon  John Taylor
Wilson Law . Robinson
Wilford Woodruff Aaron Johnson

““We, the undersigned members of the

Tadies’ Relief Society, and married

females, do certify and declare that we

know of no system of marriage being
practiced in the Church of Jesus Christ
-of Latter Day Saints” save the one con-
tained in the Book of Doctrine and Cov-
enants, and we give this certificate to the
public to show that J. C. Bennett’s secret
wife system 'is a disclosure of his. own

- make.

Emma Smith, President.

Rlizabeth Anne Whitney, Counsellor.
- Sarah M. Cleveland, Counsellor.

Eliza R. Snow, 'Secretary
Mary C. Miller Catherine Petty
Liois Cutler Sarah Higbee
Thyrsa Cahoon Phebhe Woodruft
Ann Hunter Leonora Taylor
Jane Law Sarah Hillman
Sophia R. Marks  Rosannah Marks
Polly Z. Johnson  Angeline Robinson

_doetrine as anyone could be.

Abigail Works

The Josephites claim that the above
statement positively denies the existence
of the plural wife system in the church
at all. 'While the Brighamites declare
that they were aimed solely at the ‘‘secret
wife system’’ of John C. Bennett, which
ihey tell us was ‘“‘as far removed from
the plural marriage system sef forth in
the revelation had by Joseph Smith, July
12th, 1843, as lechery is from virtue and
foulness is from purity.”’

““So with that spiritual wife doctrine
which lustful men attempted to promul-
gate at that period. Joseph the Prophet
was just as mueh opposed to that false
It. was a
counterfeit. The true and .divine order -
is another thing. The errors which those
ladies who signed the affidavits declared
were not known to them as doetrines of
the church were not, are not, and never
will be part of the ecreed of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. They
were conscientious in their statements.”
Deseret News of May 20th, 1886.

The different Mormon churches have
each a different method of their own,
each denounces the other, but a careful
reading will show that the seed of all
their systems of female defilement is
found in the Revelations of their first
Prophet, Joseph Smith. They differ in
wording, but it reaches the same end, the
satisfying of the lust of the men and the
assassination of the virtue of their female
vietims. To prove this the reader may
read up the systems employed by Joseph
Smith, Brigham Young, Sidney Rigdon,
James J. Strang, William Smith, John
C. Bennett, Lyman Wight and others,
whose names defile the pages of Ameri-
can history. ‘

It is apparent that Joseph Smith de-
sired a monopoly in this marriage busi-
ness and had trouble with others desiring
a share in the honor, and it was hard
work for him to keep them into line as
the following will show. When answer-
ine his wife regarding polygamy, he said:
‘““Well, such a system might be, if every-
body was agreed to it and would behave
as they should, but they would not.”’—
Life of the Prophet, by Tullidge, page 792.
Poor Joseph, he could not get his folk to
behave when practicing polygamy. This
must have been a sore trial for him, and
as he said, it would lead him to his death,

- and it surely did.

““As we have lately been eredibly. in-
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formed that an elder of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, by the
“name of Hiram Brown, has been preach-
ing polygamy and other false and corrupt
-doetrines in the County of Lapeer, State
of Michigan;

““This is to notify him and the church
in general that he has been cut off from
“the church for his iniquity; amd he is
further notified to-appear at the special
conference on the 6th of April next to
make answer to these charges,

(Sgd.) “‘Joseph Smith,

, “Hyrum ‘Smith,

_ ““Presidents of sald church.”’

Comment, u
consisted not in believing or practicing,
but in preaching polygamy. Brown was
the wrong man to preach it, and Mich-
ican the wrong place, as may appear
{from the following:

Taken from President Joseph Smith’s
diary for October 5th, 1843:

““Gave instructions to try those per-
sons who were preaching, teaching or
practicing the doctrine of plurality of
wives; for, aceording to the law, I hold
the keys of this power in the last days;
for there is never but one on earth at a
time on whom the power_and its keys are
conferred ; and T have. constantly said no
_ man shall have but one wife at a time

unless the Lord directs otherwise.”’

We are requested to believe that the
TLiord advised the church by revelation
through Joseph Smith to be careful and
not teach the secrets of the church until
the proper time came for the world to
. know them. o
~ ““Until the open enunciation of the
.. doctrine.of celestial-marriage by the pub-.
lication of the revelation on the subject
in 1852, no elder was authorized to an-
nounce it to the world. The Almighty
has revealed things on "many occasions
which were for ITis servants and not for
the world. Jesus enjoined His disciples
on several occasions to keep to them-
selves prineiples that he made known to
them. And this injunetion, ‘‘Cast not
yvour. pearls before swine lest they
trample them under their feet and turn

again. and rend you,”’ has become as

familiar. as a common proverb. In the

rise of the church the Liord had occasion

to admonish His servants in- regard to
revelations that were. afterwards per-
mitted to be published: ,

“T say unto you, hold your peace un-
til T shall see fit to make all things known

Hiram Brown’s ‘iniquity’

~and at the

unto the world concerning this matter.”’

““And now I .say unto you, keep these
things from going abroad into the world
until it is expedient in me.”’

“But a commandment I give unto
them that they shall not boast themselves
of these things, neither speak of them be-
fore the world, for these things are given

unto you for your profit—and your sal-

vation.”” Doect. and Cov.

Under these instructions elders had no
right to promulgate anything but that
which they were authorized to teach. And
when assailed by enemies and acecused of
practicing things which were really not

-countenanced in the church, they were

justified in denying those imputations
same time - avoiding the
avowal of such doetrines as were not yet
intended for the world. This course
which they have taken when necessary,
by commandment, is all the ground which
their accusers have for charging them
with falsehood. ’

From the hundreds of leading men
and women of the church, under Joseph
Smith, the Prophet, I herewith submit the
evidence of a few to show beyond ques-
tion, many of them under oath, that Jos-

_ eph Smith had revelations authorizing the

practice of polygamy and. that- he had
many wives, sealed to him, who lived with-
him in all the earthly relationship touch-
ing married life, many of the women
under oath testifying to this fact.

SIDNEY = RIGDON, FIRST
COUNSELILOR.

The first that I shall introduce is Sid-
ney Rigdon, first counsellor of Joseph
Smith in the first Presidency.  of the
chureh, This man stood near to him from
1830 until a little while before his ‘death.
He assisted Joseph to translate the Old
and New Testament, he dedicated Inde-
pendence, Mo., as the city of Zion, blessed
the Temple lot where Christ is said to
have revealed that he will make his ap-
pearance, dedicated the Kirtland Temple.
He was in trouble with Joseph Smith in
1842 and 1843. It is stated that Joseph
made indecent proposals to his daughter
Nancy, and she would not stand for the”
prophetic .embraces even at the rigk of
losing celestial glory, and her father is
said to have thought so. much of his
daughter that he refused to have her sae-
rificed at the shrine of the prophet’s lust.
So, at the October conference of 1843 the

| prophet refused to sustain him as his first:
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counsellor. Several charges were pre-
ferred against him, but he escaped expul-
sion by humbling himself and was sus-
tained until the prophet’s death. He left
the city and retired to Pittsburg, from
when the mnews of
Smith’s death reached him, and he as-
sumed  leadership as counsellor to the
Prophet, but was rejected by Brigham
Young and the Church, whereupon he
returned to Pittsburg and organized a
chureh of his own.

I chanced while in the eastern states

to discover a very rare work published-

by Sidney Rigdon in 1844, the year that
Joseph Smith was killed: In this same
vear Rigdon left the church, denounced
Smith and his eriminal life and started a
church of his own. 'This work is called
the Latter Day Saints’ Messenger and
Advocate, and both Rigdon and other
writers of the chureh agree in condemn-
ing Joseph Smith and the other church
_ leaders of the most horrible and unspeak-
" able wickedness. Joseph Smith is epenly
charged with -having the revelation on

~polygamy and practicing it. He deeclares.

that he has ‘“the most positive and dpcis—
ive proof of these erimes being committed
in Nauvoo,”’ states that the church lead-
ers ‘“‘were monsters in human form’’ and
that ‘“‘Joseph Smith was cut off for his
transgression.”” He claims that the cause
of his trouble in the church was his de-
nunciation of polygamy; says he loved
Joseph tenderly, but when he found that
he was teaching the unholy spiritual wife
doctrine secretly and denying it openly;
that he was compelled to lose his faith in
him and denounce him as a false propliet;
declares ‘“Joseph Smith departed from
-the living God, and Like David and Sol-
omon, he contracted a whoreing spirit
and that the Lord smote him for this
thing and cut him off from the earth.”

We have, to save space, just given
scattered statements as we run over the
marked places in the work., It is full of
such from cover to cover, and the reader
must remember that this comes from the
most- prominent man the church ever
possessed. :

Here as a concluding statement we
give the following from the second vol-
ume of the Messenger and Avocate:

““This system of polygamy was intro-
duced by the Smiths some time before
their death, and was the thing which put
them in the power of their enemies, and

-

was the immediate cause of their death.’’
Vol. 2, page 475.

PRESIDENT WILLIAM LAW,

William Law was baptized near To-
ronto, Canada. He went to Nauvoo and
invested several thousands of dollars in
property and business ventures. He was
welcomed by the Prophet and soon be-
came a very near friend of liim. He was
called by revelation to be one of the First
Presidency of the church, taking the Pro-
phet’s brother’s place in that sacred and
high position. The Lord-is said to have
given Joseph a revelation concerning this
William Law, from which I quote the fol-
iowing: ‘‘Let my servant William Law
also receive the keys by which he may
ask and receive blessings; he shall heal
the sick, he shall cast out devils and
shall be delivered from those who would
administer to him deadly poison, and he
shall be led in paths where the poisonous
serpents cannot lay hold upon his heel;
and what if T will that he should raise
the dead, let him not withhold his voice.”” .
Doe. and Cov., 107, 30. ;

““Let my servant William Law pay
stoek into that house for himself and his
seed after him from generation to gener-
ation; and I appoint unto him that he

-may be a prophet and a seer and a reve-

lator unto my church as well ag my ser-
vant Joseph.”” Doc. and Cov., 107, 27,29.

Surely these are wonderful blessings,
to be a prophet, seer and revelator like
Joseph Smith.  Yet this man left the
chureh; says he had to eseape to save his
life. He declares that he lost much of
his fortune, and barely escaped with his
life. And why? He will tell you in his
own words, for I have them, as copied
from his own letters. He says he had a
store and a mill in Nauvoo, and some
farms unearby. “When Smith saw that
Wwe were against them they applied to us
their usual system, that is to freeze us
out. Secret orders went out that nobody
could buy property without the permis-
sion of "Joseph Smith. So our property
was practically worthless. Yes, I have
no doubt that Joseph Smith was an infi-
del.”” He tells that he once saw Joseph
Smith drunk. e states that he had
about two thousand dollars invested in
the Expositor, that Joseph Smith ordered
destroyed; that the paper only issued one
edition, but that he had matter for a
second edition prepared when Smith’s’
mob tore the place to pieces.
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Speaking of the revelation on polyg-
- amy he says: ‘‘The way I heard about it

was that Hyrum Smith, the Prophet’s

brother, gave it to me to read while in
his office. ‘He told me to -take it home
and read it carefully and bring it baek to
him. 1 took it home and read it to my
wife. T said to my wife that I would take
it over to Josephand ask-himabout it
She . felt perfectly sure that he would
father it. When I came to Joseph and
showed him the paper. He said: ‘Yes,
that is a genuine revelation.” T said to
the Prophet, ‘But there is a revelation in
the book of Doctrine and Covenants just
to the contrary of this.” ‘Oh,’” said Jos-
eph, ‘that was given when the church
was in its infaney. Then it was all right
to feed the people on milk, but now it is
necessary to give them strong meat.” We
talked a long time about it, and finally

our discussion got very hot and we gave

it up. From that time on the breach be-
tween us became more open, and more
decided every day; but the revelation
gave the finishing touch to my doubts and
showed me clearly that he was a rascal.
I took the revelation back to my wife

and told her that Joseph had acknowl-
“That 1s what I fully expected,

edged it.
she said.  ‘What shall we do?’ said 1.
She advised me to keep still, try to sell
my property quietly for what I could get.
But I did not follow her advice. My
heart was burning and I wanted to tread
upon the viper. Joseph wanted. to
furnish his wife Emma with a substitute

for him, by way of compensation for.his.

neglect of her, on condition that. she
would forever stop her opposition to
polygamy, and permit him to enjoy his
yvoung wives in pedes; and keep some’ of
them in her house, they to be well
treated, etc.””

The above from William Law is
copied from the Weekly Tribune, Salt
Liake City, August 4th, 1887. The inter-
view with William Law was had March
30th, 1887, and will be found in Dr. Wyl’s
~ letters of William Law. I secured them

from William Lia Rue, and he received

them from .the late President Joseph
Smith of the Reorganized Church.—R. C.
Evans. .

The records of the church show that
William Law was selected by revelation
from the Liord, through the Prophet Jos-
eph Smith, to be a prophet, seer and a
revelator unto the chureh like -Joseph
Smith, a counsellor-to Joseph Smith in

place of Hyrum Smith., He is to have
‘““the same blessing, glory and honor -and
priesthood and gifts of the priesthood
that Oliver Cowdery once held. He shall
heal the sick, cast out devils.” He was
to be delivered from those who would ad-
minister deadly poison to him; he shall
be led in paths where poisonous serpents
shall not lay hold-upon his-heel—*‘And
if I will that he should raise the dead, let
him not withhold his voice.”” Great and
wonderful things were to be the blessings
this man of God should enjoy. Yet he
says he found out Joseph Smith was a
viper and a scoundrel; a polygamist, with .
several wives, and even tried to make a
bargain_ with his own legal wife if she
would not bother him, but permit him to-
have his young wives in the house with
Ler, without further trouble, that she
could secure another man for herself to
take his place while he was with his other
women. And when Law reached the con-
clusion to leave the church, then at once
charges were preferred against him. He
was charged with erime and became all
at once a very bad man, and was cut off
the church, and he says he had to flée, for
his life was endangered. The record from
the beginning to the end shows one prom-
inent fact—while men indorse  Joseph
Smith, they talk with God, are the com-
rades of angels, and every earthly -and
heavenly blessing are theirs; but the
moment they see through the life of Jos-
eph- Smith they become liars, thisves,
adulterers, -forgers, counterfeiters .and
scoundrels of the blackest dye.

We have now examined two of the
First Presidency. All were men of God,
comrades of the angels, in fact every-
thing that was grand, noble, honest and
good, till they differed with Joseph
Smith. Then they fell from their high
and exalted stations to the blackest
depths of infamy and degradation. Now
let us take a look at the Twelve Apostles:
and we will find, T think, without a single .
exception, that they. either denounced
Smith and his vileness or remained with
him, ending up in polygamy and infamy.

BRIGHAM YOUNG.

Brigham Young, baptized in 1832, or-
dained an Apostle 1835, was made Presi-
dent of -the - Apostolic Quorum 1840,
Listen, dear reader.. The same year, or
the year before,” this great apostle was

‘made the chief missionary of the church;
the President of the Twelve Apostles. He
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says something was revealed to him in
England regarding polygamy. ‘ While
. we were in England (in 1838 and 1840, 1
thlnk) the Lord manifested to me by
vision and His spirit things that I'did not
then understand. I never opened my
mouth to any one concerning them until
I returned to Nauvoo.”’

His speech was relative to the origin
of polygamy, and is reported in Desert
News, July 1, 1874; also Messenger and
Advocate, vol. 1, p. 29, 4

T. F. STAFFORD.

T. F. Stafford wrote G. R. Wells, un-
der date of August 24, 1891, relating
facts that convineed him that Brigham
Young was guilty of adultery at this time
n Manehester England. 1 have a copy
of that eorrespondenee now,; and printed
it, and sent it out in a sermon. But it
was decided that if Brigham Young was
found guilty of adultery in England (and
as the same letters show him to be guilty
of adultery in Nauvoo) in 1840 oy 1841,
that' that would make Joseph Smith ap-
pear in a bad light, in that this adulterer
and receiver of revelations on polygamy
was spoken to by the Lord, in revélation
through the Prophet Joseph Smith, on his
return from England. The Lord is sup-
posed to have said: “‘I give unto you, my
gservant Brigham Young, to be the Presi-
dent over the Twelve Traveling Couneil,
which twelve hold the keys to open up
the authority of My kingdom upon the
four corners of the earth, and after that
to send My word to every ecreature.”’
Doec. and Cov., 107, 40.

I may say that my sermon exposing this
was sent out by thousands, but when they
were reported by the churceh press,.and
this expose was seen to place the Prophet
Joseph Smith in a bad light, in placing
Brigham by revelation to be President of
the Twelve, at that time, that the chief
authorities of the Reorganized -Church
ordered my sermons all to be burned.
This was a hard slap to me. But my faith
was strong, and my eyesight and diseern-
ment not quite so clear as it is now, that
the ‘histories of the past years have heen
re-read, and much that T had not read in
those years have come to my knowledge.

There is little use of my giving the
life and character of this monster of
iniquity in this short paper. But let it be
known that he remained in good standing
in the church and was President of the

Twelve Apostles at the death of Joseph
Smith, and the large body regarded him
as the proper man to become president of
the church in place of Joseph Smith, and-
the Twelve and thousands of others stood
by him. (There were some of the Twelve
that opposed him, but not on aceount of
polygamy, for they indorsed and prac-
ticed polygamy, including Apostle Wil-
liam  Smith, the Prophet’s brother,
though quarrehng with Young and sta,rt-
ing a church of his own. Yet he went
into polygamy, as I will show, when his
turn comes.) This adulterer and polyga-
mist was in time made president of the
church, and today hundreds of thousands
regard him as the true successor of
Joseph Smith, -and he died with many
wives around him. It must not be for--
gotten that Brigham Young to the end
elaimed that he followed in the footsteps’
of Joseph Smith, in that Joseph had the
revelation on polygamy, and that he had
many wives, and Brigham’s tender heart
would not let those young wives of the
dead Prophet Joseph Smith remain in
diseonsolation. ‘So he married some of
them, and others of the dear brethren,
ineluding his great counsellor, the man
whom Joseph honored to open the church
work in England, H. C. Kimbell, married
others of them, if the records be true.

HEBER C. KIMBELL.

Heber C. Kimbell was baptized in’
1832, ordained an apostle in 1835, He-
opened the church work in England in
1837, and stood by Joseph Smith in all
his trials, and became Brigham’s coun-
sellor, and died in Salt Liake City, 1868,
surrounded with many wives, one 6f them
to the day of her death testifying that
she was one of Joseph Smith’s first
polygamist wives.

ORSON HYDE.

Orson Hyde, baptized in 1831, ordained
an apostle in 1835. Three years later he
apostatized from the church, wrote- a
work exposing the church authorities,
telling all manner of crimes that Joseph
and the leading authorities were guilty
of. But they made terms with him and
he came back into the church and be-
came at once an holy apostie again, and
he so remained till his death in Utah in
1878. He, too, stood for Brigham Young
and polygamy till death placed him out -
of harm’s way.
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LUKE JOHNSON.

Luke Johnson, baptized in 1831, was
ordained apostle in 1835. He was re-
jected from-the apostleship in 1837, be-
cause he rebelied against authority. He
repented, came back, was restored again,
but could not make his mind forget what
he knew, and so was rejected by the
chureh, and after some years joined the
chureh again and “went with Brigham
Young, and died in Salt Lake City, 1861.

WILLIAM E. McLELLIN.

William E. McLellin, baptized in 1831,
ordained apostle in 1835. THe, with many
others, left the church in 1838, exposing
the terrible things that were being done.
After a while he-joined Rigdon’s new
church and wag made an apostle-in that
true church of Christ. In 1847 he, with
David Whitmer, the man whom I have

shown talked with God, was comrade to

Angels, started another . church,  de-
nouneing Joseph Smith as a fallen
prophet. He died a disappointed man in

Independence, Mo., in 1883.

JOEN F. BOYNTON.

_John F. Boynton, baptized 1832, or.
dained apostle in_ 1835,  He was dis-
feliowshipped in 1837 and died in Syra-
cuse, N.Y., a staunch infidel.

ORSON PRATT.

Orson Pratt, baptized 1830, ordained
apostle in 1835, He was a great
preacher and prolific writer.. Much is
written upon his quarrel with the Prophet
Joseph Smith, the claim being made that
Smith attempted to take liberties with
his wife. A volume could be written
upon it, but it was settled in a way.  He
was called the champion of polygamy,
and preached the first public sermon
upon it that is recorded. The story of
his lust and cruelty toward some of his
wives is among the most revolting trage-
dies of that aceursed system—polygamy.
He died in Salt Lake City, 1881.

WILLIAM SMITH.

William Smith, the Prophet’s brother,
~was baptized soon after the church was
organized in 1830 by Oliver Cowdery;
ordained apostle in 1835. © His brother,
the Prophet, had much trouble with this
fellow.  He was hard: to control. . He
claimed to be.very spiritual at times, and
the history records show that he spoke in

tongues, and the same church history
tells how he claimed the Prophet had re-
fused to believe his mother’s testimony
in a trial case, and William and he had a
quarrel. The Prophet ordered his apos-
tolie brother to sit down, and the apostolic
hero of his mother’s rights said: T will
not sit down unless youw knock me down.”’
They parted, both being very angry. They
met ‘again, and this time, according to
the Prophet’s own words, he tried to take
his coat off. The apostle was too quick
for the Prophet, and they went at it till
William gave Joseph a sound thrashing.
The apostle hurt the Prophet’s side and
gave him a severe thrashing, when some
interfered and saved the Prophet from
being laid away. “The Prophet admits
that he perhaps is not as strong as the.
apostle, and says that the apostle mani-
fested ‘‘abuse, anger, malice- and rage,
took advantage of his lame side, and that
he mangled his flesh.”

William is finally brought to time and'
begs to be permitted to remain in the
church, but asks that they take his apos-
tolic authority from him, and pleads for
pardon from his brother, and they fix it
up, and he retains his apostelship. This
story is but a short account of the fights
between the Prophet and his apostolic
brother, as published by the chureh in
ehurch history, vol. 1.

It might be worthy of notice to say
that the Prophet forgave his brother, but
made some  signifieant expressions, that
serve to show what William thought of
his brother’s prophetic mission. Joseph
writes him: ‘T will do you good, although
vou mar me or slay me. If at any time
you should consider me to be an im-
postor, for heaven’s sake leave me in the
hands of God, and not think to take ven-
geance on me vonrself.””  Add this fact
that after all William’s letters and Jos-
eph’s reply, Willlam is charged before
the courts as follows: ‘“To the Honorable
Presidency  of the Church of Christ of
Liatter Day Saints, against Elder William
Smith—1. Unchristianlike = conduet - in -
speaking disrespectfully of President
Joseph Smith, Jr., and the revelations
and commandments given through him;
2nd for attempting to infliet personal

-violenee on Presidént Joseph Smith. Jr.”’

T am not in possession of the history
of the trial, but he and his brother fixed
it un., He had many-troubles all through
hi= life, and at the death of his brothers,
Joserh and Hyrum, he went with Brig-
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ham Young and-was ordained . patriarch
under Brigham Young. But he soon
fussed with Bmoham and started a
church of his own, he claiming to be the
right to be his brother S successor, and
at a conference held at Palistine in Oe-
tober 1853, a confession of belief and
practice of polygamy was made. (See
Life of Joseph the Prophét, page 577.)
This apostle and patriarch, William
Smith, had hardly got his church under
swing when he secured two or more
wives and lived in polygamy. In April,

1878, he joined the Reorganized Church,

and was enrolled as a hwh priest in sald
chureh, remaining in that position till his
death, which oceurred in 1893.

THCMAS B MARSYH,

Thomas B, Marsh, baptized 1830, or-
dained an apostle in 1835, was made presi-
“dent of the apostolic quornm, and the his-
tory shows that he was one of the best
men in the church. = But he, -too, saw
Joseph Smith as he was, and he left the
church, Here is what Joseph Smith says
of him: “Thomas B. Marsh, formerly
president of the Twelve, having apostia-
tized, repaired to Richmond and made af-
fidavit before Henry Jacobs, justice of the
peace, to all the vilest calumnies, asper-
sions, lies and slanders toward myself and
the church that his wicked heart could
invent. Orson ‘Hyde (anolher holy
apostle, perhaps none greater in Joseph’s
estimation) was also at Richmond and
testified to most of Marsh’s statements.”
Another statement of the prophet in refer-
ence to the same two apostles: “‘Thomas
B. Marsh, who this day vented all the
lying spleen "and malice of his heart to-
ward the work of God in a letter to
Brother and Sister Abbot, to which was
annexed an addenda hy Orson Hyde, the
recerd shows that he, with many others,
were expelled from the church by con-
ference vote in 1839, Ch. Hs. Vol. 2, p. 212-
214, 359. He, near‘ly twenty years after,
joined the Brighamite Chureh and died in
TUtah in 1866."

PARLEY P. PRATT,

Parley P. Pratt, baptized in 1830, or-
- dained apostle in 1835, In 1837 he fell
_into apostasy, but was recovered, He re-
mained with the church, and after the
death of Joseph Smith was an apostle for
Brigham Young, and practised the in-

iquity occasioned by his lust, and was
shot by the husband of a woman with
whom he was running away. The infuri-
ated hushand found his wife had gone
with Pratt, followed them and shot him
to death from his horse, He was a great
preacher and author of the Voice of
‘Warning and other leading works on Mor-
monism, He met his untimely death in
1857, an'd is honored in Mormon poetry
and literature as another martyr for the
truth,

J. C. BENNETT,

Leaving the apostles, we pass on to,
perhaps, one of the most gifted men that
ever presumed to believe in Mormonism.
One upon whom the Lord has econ-
ferred splendid revelations, and the pro-
phet showered him with power, office and
prominence, was his personal friend, and
no man stood higher in the estimation of
the prophet than this man until he quar-
reled with the prophet. Then he fell from
the highest courts of heavenly virtue to

~the blackest depths of villainy and crim-

inality., This celebrated man was none
other than Doctor John C. Bennett. His
career was spectacular and gorgeous, but
his end was terrible. He was baptized in
1840, He was, with Joseph Smith and R.
R Thompson, appointed a committee to
draft a bill for the incorporation of the
city of Nauvoo, He was gent to the legis-
lature to urge its adoption, and was suc-
cessful, He was elected first mayor of the
city of Nauvoo, became chancellor of
Nauvoo University and was made major-
general of the Nauvoo legion. He received
his patriarchal blessing under the hands
of Hyrum Smith, brother of the prophet.
I herewith give a small part of the great
blessings then eonferred upon him by this
most holy patriarch of the Most High: ‘T
bless thee with the holy priesthood, with
all its graces and gifts, and with wisdom
in all the mysteries of God ; thou shalt pre-
vail over thine enemies; God’s favor shall
rest upon thee in dreams and visions ; thou
shalt have power to heal the sick, cause

" .the lame to leap like a hart, the deaf to

hear and the dumb to speak, and their
voice shall salute thine ears; thou-shall be
like unto Paul, and shalt have the visions
opened even as they were to him; thou
shalt be blessed with the blessings of Abra:
ham, Isaac and Jacob, and if thou art
faithful thou shalt yet be a patriarch;
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thou shalt have power over the winds and
the waves, and they shall obey thy voice
when thou shalt speak in the name of
Jesus Christ; and thou shall be erowned
with immortality in the celestial kingdom
when Christ shall descend.”’

He received a splendid revelation
from the Lord through the prophet, and
was presented with the first presideéncy, as
‘assistant president, until President Rig-
don’s health should be restored.”” Times
and ‘Seasons, vol, 2, p. 387,

.‘This man Bennett is reported to have
sald, when giving his reasons for joining
the Mormon Church, that he did not be-
lieve in it, but said he: ““It at length .oc-
curred to me that the surest and speediest
way to overthrow the impostor and expose
his iniguity to the world would be to pro-
i"egs myself a convert to his doctrine and
Join him at the seat of his dominion.”’ He
says that his deception toward Joseph
S“mlth. and the church was well known to
his friends. He claims that his ambition
to trap the'false prophet, Joseph Smith
was 1'11s< object in professing eonver‘sionj
1f thls.‘be true, then he was a miserable
hypoerite. But much depended upon his
work, and he surely went the full limit
and in an almost incredible short time hé
and the prophet fell out, and Joseph, in
order to have little trouble, wrote to ’the
clerk of the church to permit General
Bennett to withdraw hig name from the
church record with the best of feeling

, On the same date, Bennett resigned his
office as mayor of the city of Nauvoo.
Then he says that the prophet got him into
aroom and was forced, with the threat of
dea.th if he refused, to sign a paper. in
which he.is made to say that Smith was
never guilty of improper conduct with
females, and a ot more, and he signed it
but soon after he got his liberty he madé
a statement that filled all the church with
terror. Then Bennett was expelled from
the qhurch, and then he made certain af.
- fidavits thqt if one-hundredth part of them
are true, it is a sure thing that Joseph
Smith was a very bad man. :
Bennett charges that Smith seduced
hundrgds of single and marrieq females
Jngludlpg Naney Rigdon. The story of’
Miss Rigdon is one of the most hellish and
foul that was ever related.  But time and
space forbid my repeating it, - Tt ig pub-
lished in several hooks now in my library.
Bennett gives the names of femaleg ‘whom

e

Joseph Smith ruined, and says that some
of them could tell tales that would make
humanity shudder, and adds: If the Dan-
ites do not murder me you shall hear a
tale of poliution and sorrow; Joe’s licen-
tiousness is unparalleled in the annals of
history.

Bennett’s reputation for = veracity
might be questioned, but this much must
be recognized : If Bennett was the base
fellow that Joseph Smith and 'his people
said he was, .I ask, what are we to think
of the Mormon God, or his prophet, who, -
was so badly fooled by the renegade Ben-
nett? - -

Think of the.blessings promised by
revelation through both the Prophet and
Patriarch upon thig man, Think of the
many high and responsible positions he
held, and yet Joseph says most everything
that a person could say about him.

Unfortunately we -are not compelled
to believe what Bennett says about the
horrible and unspeakable conduect of Jos- -
eph Smith, - But the very charges made
against Joseph ‘Smith, and denied by
Smith and his people at the time, were
admitted years later by many of these
same people after they came out holdly in
Salt Lake City and practised polygamy.
Many of them went to Utah, practised
polygamy and made claim to the day of
their death that Smith was practising
polygamy with them as early as 1841.
Bpeaking of the certificate signed denying
Smith’s guilt by a host of women, Mrs.
Pratt says that most of those women had
been seduced before they. signed that cer-
tificate praetised polygamy in Utah, and
several of them said they were the wives
of Joseph Smith in Nauvoo. "

To illustrate the point T wish to make
on this matter of Bennett charges being
sustained by others, let me take up the
case of Naney Rigdon. Bennett makes
the statement in this way:  “‘Joseph
Smith offered me my choice of five huh-
dred dollars, or the best lot on Main
street if T would procure Nancy Rigdon
for ~his. harem.”” George W. Robinson,
her brother-in-law, sustaing Bennett’s
story in full. John W, Rigdon, her bro-
ther, tells the same story. Captain
Onney confirms it. Nancy told the story
inethe presence of her father and mother,
to Smith’s face. He attempted to deny
it, but finally  admitted it when  she
brought out his own letter on the mat-
ter. He made apology and the matter
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was settled, but the Rigdons were never
the same in the church; so Bennett, were
‘we to admit him as being a bad man. He
told so muech that was horrible about
Joseph Smith, that is corroborated by
the parties whom he names and others
who confirm his statements, that a very
strong case is made against the Prophet.
The only excuse that Smith made for his
dastardly attempt upon the wvirtue of
Naney Rigdon was he wished to ascertain
whether she was virtuous or not, and
took that course to learn the facts. All
this trouble occurred in 1842, and a com-
plete history of the matter may be had
in many different volumes I have before
me at this writing. One of the most com-
plete is found in the work entitled ‘‘The
True History of Mormon Polygamy,”’” by
Charles A. Shook.

PRESIDENT OLIVER COWDERY.

Oliver Cowdery, who was baptized by
Joseph Smith, was the main writer for
Joseph Smith, having written the most
of the Book of Mormon for him. He was
ordained by command of an angel, it is
said. He was one of the three witnesses
who testified they saw an angel and heard
the voice of God, and were commanded
to testify to the divine authenticity of
" the Book of Mormon. He was told that
he would receive revelations, tried- to and
failed, and was discouraged. e was one
of the eompany commanded by revelation
through Joseph Smith to go to Toronto,
Canada, and sell the copyright of the
Book of Mormon, that he would find a
man there who would buy it. He went,
but found not the man. Again he was
discouraged. He with many others were
expelled from the church in 1838.

Joseph Smith, writing of him, after
he has left the church and denounced
some of Joseph Smith’s conduet, de-
seribed him as follows: ‘“About this time
there were several persons living in the
far west who were eut off from the
church. These characters were studiously
engaged in circulating false and slander-
cus reports against the saints to stir up
cur enemies to drive us from our homes
and. enjoy the. spoils together, They are
as Tollows: Oliver Cowdery, David
‘Whitmer, ete.,”” Joseph Smith, Times and
Seasons, Vol. 1, page 80.

““Persons came to my house while I
was in prison and ransacked it and ear-
ried off money and my valuables: Among
those who treated me thus I cannot help

making particular mention of Lyman .
Cowdery, who, in connection with his bro-
ther, Oliver Cowdery, took from me a
great many things, and to cap the elimax
of his iniquity compelled my aged father
by threatening to bring a mob upon him
to deed over to him or his brother Oliver
about 160 acres of land to pay a note
which he said I had given to Oliver for
$165. Such note I confess I was and
am entirely ignorant of, and after mature
consideration I have to say that I believe
it must be a forgery.”—Hyrum Smith,
Times and Seasons, vol. 1, page 22-23,

Just think, dear reader, Oliver Cow"
dery, perhaps the most prominent person
in Mormonism, save Joseph Smith him-
self. Now, because he differs with the
Smith boys, he is regarded as a thief, a
robber, forger and slanderer of God’s
prophet. This man, upon whom they
depend as the chief witness of the Book
of Mormon and the early church history;
the second elder in the chureh; the man
who talked with God and angels.

DAVID WHITMER.

And worse and more of it, we find not
only ‘Cowdery, but perhaps the next most
prominent man in Mormonism, about as
bad, and a partner with Cowdery in his
thieving ecriminality —that is, David
Whitmer. Here is some more of like
kind. In a ecircular letter addressed to
Oliver 'Cowdery, David Whitmer and
others by Sidney Rigdon and eighty-four
other saints, as published in a report by
the authority of the United States Gov-
ernment, constituting Congressional Doc-
ument 189, A. D., 1841, Oliver Cowdery is
charged with stealing, lying, perjury,
counterfeiting, and that he was a leader
of a gang of scoundrels of the blackest
dye.”” Braden and Kelley deba‘ce page
173. .

Perhaps that is enough on Cowdery.
We turn to David Whitmer, the next
witness, who talked with angels and
heard the voice of God in connection with
the early work of Mormonism.

Joseph Smith declares that both Oh-
ver Cowdery and David Whitmer were
engaged in circulating false and slander-
ous stories, and plotting to rob the saints.
Rigdon and eighty odd others state that
Whitmer was with Cowdery in being
guilty of theft and counterfeiting, and
says-they were blacklegs of the deepest
dve. Times and Seasons, vol. 1, pages
82-84. Joseph Smith says of David ‘Whit-
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mer: ‘David Whitmer brays out curs-

ings instead of blessings, poor ass. Who
ever lives will see him and his rider per-
ish:"—Times and Seasons, vol. 1, page
83.

MARTIN HARRIS.

Now a few words from the Prophet
Joseph Smith on his third great witness,
a man who talked with God and argels;
and saw the plates of the Book of Mor-
mon. We are requested to believe his
testimony with the two men above re
ferred to.
fered with Smith, this is what the Pro-
phet sald about him: ‘‘Martin Harris is
so far beneath contempt that a notice of
him would be too great a sacrifice for a
gentleman to make. The church exerted
some restraint on him, but now he has
given loose to all kinds of abominations—
lying, cheating, swindling, with all kinds
of devauchery.””—Elders’ Journal, Aug-
ust, 1838 ; page 49, B. K. D., page 173.

The reader may ask: Why did Joseph
an'd Hyrum Smith and other leaders of
the churech denounce these men? To
answer this question would take a volume,
and we have heard some of the charges
they preferred againgt them. But the men
themselves have many reasons to give for
denouncing Joseph Smith and the church.
To give their reasons would take a large
volume, but we will briefly -give the
reader some reasons they assign, which, if
true, would justify them in denouncing
the church leaders, especially Joseph
Smith. ‘

OLIVER GOWDERY. ‘
Oliver Cowdery published at Pressley’s

~printing - office- at . Norton, Ohio, in
1839, a defence of himself, and some
reasons for leaving the church. He

says: ‘‘Lacking wisdom, I went to God in
prayer. I said, ‘O Lord, how dark every-
thing is; let Thy glory lighten it and make
bright the path for me; show me my duty;
let me be led by Thy spirit.” Shall T re-
. late what transpired? =1 had a message
from the Most High, as from the midst of
eternity, for the veil was parted and the
- Redeemer himself, clothed in glory, stood
before me, and he said: ‘ After reproving

the Liatter Day Saints for their corruption-

and blindness in permitting Joseph Smith,
Jun., to lead them forth into error, where
T led him not, nor commanded him,’ the
Tiord revealed to me that the First Elder

Yet when he with them dif- -

(Jos. Smith the Prophet, R. (.) is leading
the Saints astray, and ordered me to quit
them, When I had sufficiently recovered
my self-possession to ask in regard to the

- errors into which Joseph Smith, Jun., was

taking the Saints, the Redeemer instructed
me plainly: ‘He hath given revelations
from his own heart, and from a defiled
conscience, as coming from My mouth, and
hath corrupted the covenant and altered
words-which I have spoken; and some of
his deeds have brought shame to my heri-
tage by the shedding of blood.” T bowed
my face in shame and said: ‘Liord I en-
treat Thee, give me grace to bear thy mes-
sage in print where I fear to take it by
word of mouth.” *’ . .
Oliver Cowdery further says in connec-
tion with the above revelation: ‘‘The
gospel has been perverted and the Saints
are wandering in darkness, while a full

_cup of suffering is poured upon them. A

§ociety has been organized among them to
inflict death upon those who are deemed
apostates, with the knowledge and sane-
tion of the First Elder, Joseph Smith.
Cowdery’s .defence, published March 3,
1839,

Now we call your attention to some
few statements as made by David Whit-
mer, which are both sad and solemn and’
furnishes food for careful consideration
on the part of everyone who has any part.
in Mormonism,

David Whitmer makes the statement
that the main reason why the Saints were
driven from Independence, Mo., in 1833,
was that some of the revelations through
Joseph Smith indicated that the people
of the country were to be sent away from
their lands; that he had advised both
Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon not fo
print the Book of Commandments because
of those things going to the world, and
they laughed at him and went on and
printed the book, and then the people
came upon them and mobbed them and
drove them .out with fearful loss of life
and property, as related by the histories.
(See Whitmer address, page 54.) ‘

““Some of the revelations, as they arc
now in the book of Doectrine and Coven-
ants, have been changed and added to.
Some of the changes are of the greatest
importance, as the meaning is entirely
changed on some very important matters,
as if the Liord had changed- his mind a
few years after he gave the revelations.
These revelations were arranged for pub-
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‘lication by Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon,
Orson Hyde and others in Hiram, Ohio,
while I was there, and sent to Indepen-
dence, Mo., to be published, and were

" printed just as they were arranged by

" Brother Joseph. And when the Book of
Commandments was printed, Joseph and
the church received it as being printed
correctly. This I know, In the winter
of 1834 they saw that some of the reve-
lations in the Book of Commandments
had to be changed because the heads of
the church had gene too far, and had
done things in which they had already

gone ahead of some of the former reve-

" lations. So the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants was printed in 1835, and some
of the revelations were changed and
added to. By the providence of God, I
have one of the old Book of Command-
ments published in 1833.”"—Whitmer
Address, page 56.

The fact cannot be denied- that the
world, with very few exceptions outside
of the Reorganized Church, believes
firmly that Brother Joseph reeewed that
revelation on polygamy or that he taught
and practiced polygamy near the close of
his life in Nauvoo. I now have as much
evidence to believe that Brother Joseph
received the revelation on polygamy and
gave it to the church as I have to believe
that such a man as George Washington
ever lived. T see that when the Reorgan-
ized Church was established, the fact
that Joseph Smith received this revela-
tion was then known and acknowledged
in editorials in the Herald. The reason
why these articles were written in the
Herald was to explain why the Reorgan-
ized Church rejected the revelation re-
ceived by Brother Joseph on polygamy,
and to explain that he repented of his
connection with polygamy just previous
to his death.

As time rolled on many of the
Reorganization saw that to continue to
acknowledge that Brother Joseph re-
ceived this revelation would bring bitter

persecution upon themselves, as the public

feeling at that time was very bitter. Will
God approve of a church being built upon
the representation of the innocence of
Joseph Smith regarding polygamy.- If
he is'not innocent in the matter, nay ver-
ily, and I tell you that the efforts of the
Reorganized Church in this regard have
not been aceeptable unto God. He does
not want the truth covered up.

Here we have the most prominent

witnesses of the Book of Mormon, men -
who stood first in the ministry—the seec-
ond minister in the church,-and the other
a member of the church when it was
organized with but six members, he and
his brother making two of the six. Yet
they both say the Lord has commanded
them to leave the Latter Day Saints
Church, that the leaders have led them
from the truth, changed the revelations
of God, and among the other evils, added
that of both murder and polygam; Ts it
any wonder that when such men ‘de-
nouneed Joseph Smith and his compan-
ions in erime, that Joseph and his bréth-
ren in iniquity should damn them with
every foul erime that their pens were
able to describe.

AFFIDAVIT OF APOSTLE LORENZO
SNOW.

““In the month of April, 1843, T re-
turned from my European mission. A
few days after my arrival at Nauvoo,
when at President Joseph Smith’s house,
he said he wished to have some private
talk with me, and requested me to walk
out with him. It was toward evening.
We walked a little distance and sat down
on a large log that lay near the bank of
the river. He there and then explained
to me the doctrine of plurality of wives;
he gaid that the Lord had revealed it unto
him, and commanded him to have
women sealed to him as wives;
that he foresaw the trouble that would
follow, and sought to turn away from
the commandment; that an angel from
heaven then appeared before him +with a
drawn sword, threatening him with de-
struction unless he went forward and
obeyed the commandment.

‘“He further said that my sister, Eliza
R. Snow, had been sealed to him as his
wife for- time and eternity. He told me
that the Lord would open the way, and
I should have women sealed to me as
wives. This conversation was prolonged,
I think, one hour or more, in which he
told me many important thlnws

“T solemnly declare before God and
holy angels, and as I hope to come forth
in. the morning of the resurrection, that
the ahove statement is true.

(Sgd.) “Lorenzo Snow.”’

AFFIDAVIT OF ORSON HYDE.

““I, Orson Hyde, -do hereby certify
and ﬂenlar according to my best
recollection, that on the fourth day of
September I was married to Miss Marinda
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N. Johnson, in Kirtland, Ohio, in the year
of our Lord, 1834, and in the month of
February or March, 1843, T was married
to Miss .Martha R. Browitt, by Joseph
Smith, the martyred prophet, arid by him
she was sealed to me for time and for all
* eternity in Nauvoo, Ill., and in the month
of April of the same year, 1843, I was
married by the same person to Mrs Mary

Ann Price, and by him she was sealed to

me for tlme and for all eternity, in Nau-
voo, Ill., while the woman to whom I was
first married was yet living and gave her
cordial consent to both transactions, and
was personally present to witness the
ceremonies,

(Sgd.) ““Orson Hyde.”
AFFIDAVIT OF JOSEPH BATES
NOBLE.

‘“Be it remembered that on the 26th
day of June, A. D., 1869, personally ap-
peared before me, James Jack, a notary
public in and for said eounty, Joseph
Bates Noble, who was by me sworn in
due form of law and upon his oath saith
that on the fifth day of April, A. D., 1841,
at the City of Nauvoo County of Han-
cock, State of Illinois, he married or
sealed Liouisa Beaman to Joseph Smith,
President of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Liatter Day Saints, according.to the
order of celestial marriage revealed to
the said Joseph Smith.

(Sgd.) ‘““Joseph B. Noble.”

AFFIDAVIT OF JOSEPH KELTING.

‘For some time previous to the death
of Joseph Smith, the Mormon Prophet, I
lived at Nauvoo Hanceoek County, Illi-
nois. I acted for some years as. agent
for Bishop George Miller, and was also a
deputy sheriff in Hancock County.

“T heard rumors to the effect that
Joseph Smith was practicing polygamy,
the matter frequently being repeated,
especially by William and Wilson Law
and the Highees. Calling at the house of
the Prophet one day early in the spring
of 1844, on some business or other not
now remembered, the Prophet invited me
into a room upstairs in his house, called
the mansion. After we entered the room
he locked the door, and then asked me
if T had heard the rumors connecting him
with polygamy. I told him I had. He
then began a defence of the doctrine by
referring to the Old Testament. I told
him I did not want to hear that, as I
could read it for myself. He claimed to
be a prophet-—I believed him to be a

prophet—and I wanted to know what he
had to say about it. He expressed some
doubts as to how I might recéive it, and
wanted to know what stand I would take -
if 1 should not believe what he had to
say about it. I then pledged him my
word that whether 1 believed his revela-
tion or not, I would not betray him. He
then informed me that he had received a
revelation from God whieh taught the
correctness of the doctrine of a plurality
of wives, and commanding him to obey
it. He acknowledged to having married
several wives. I told him that was all
right. He said he would like a further
predge from me that I would not betray
him. I asked him if he wanted me to
accept the prineiple by marrying a plural
wife. He answered yes. A short time
after this T married two wives in that
order of marriage.

On the oceasion of Alexander H.
Smith, son of the Prophet, visiting me in
this country some few years ago, I re-
lated to him the above circumstances.

(Sgd.) ““Joseph A. Kelting.”’

AFFIDAVIT OF LUCY WALEKER
, SMITH.

Lucy Walker Smith Kimball, - bemg'
first duly sworn, says:

“1 was a plural wife of the Prophet
Joseph Smith, and was married for-time
and eternity in Nauvoo, State of Illinois,
on the first day of May, 1843, by Elder
William Clayton. The Prophet was then
living with his first wife, Emma Smith,
and I knoew that she gave her consent to
the marriage of at least four women to
her husband as plural wives, and she was
well aware that he associated and
cohabited with them as wives. The names
of these women are Eliza and Emily Part-
ridge and Maria and Sarah Lawrence, all
of whom knew that I, too, was his wife.

““When the Prophet Joseph Smith
mentioned the principle of plural mar-
riage to me I felt indignant and so: ex-
pressed myself to him, because my feel-
ings and education were averse to any-
thing of that nature.. But he assured me
that this doctrine had been revealed to
him of the Lord and that I was entitled
to receive a testimony of its divine origin
for myself. He counselled me to pray to
the Lord, which I did, and thereupon
received from Him a powerful and ir--
resistible testimony of the truthfulness
and divinity of vlural marriage, which
testimony has abided with me ever since.

“On the 8th day of February, 1845,
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I was married for time to President
Heber C. Kimball and bore to him nine
~children. And in this connection allow
me to.say to his everlasting credit that
during the whole of my married life with
him he mever failed to regaid me as the
wife for eternity of his devoted friend,
the Prophet Joseph Smith.

(Sgd.) “Lucy Walker Smith Kimball.”’

AFFIDAVIT OF CATHERINE
PHILLIPS SMITH.

Catherine Phillips Smith, being first
SWorn, says:

“I am the daughter of Thomas Denner
and Sarah Godshall Phillips and was born
in Philadelphia, State of Pennsylvania,
on the first day of August, 1818. My
presént residence is East Jordon, Salt
Lake County, Utah.

“I was married to Hyrum Smith, bro-
ther of the Prophet Joseph Smith, as his
plural wife, and lived with him as his
wife. The sedling: was performed by the
Prophet Joseph Smith himself; in Nau-
voo, State of Illinois, in August, 1843, in
the brick office belonging to my husband
and occupied at the time as a dwelling
by Brother and Sister Robert and Julia
Stone, and was witnessed by my mother,
Sister Stone and her daughter Hettie.

““In consequence of the strong feeling
manifested at the timé against plural
marriage and those suspected of having
entered into it, I, with my mother, moved
to St. Louis near the close of the year,
‘where I was living when the Prophet
Joseph and my husband were martyred.
) ““The purpose of this affidavit is that

my testimony to the truthfulness and
divinity of plural marriage may live after
I shall have passed away; and in this
spirit I commend it to all to whom it may
come. '
{Sgd.) ‘““Catherine. Phillips Smith.”’

AFFIDAVIT OF ALMIRA W,
JOENSON SMITH BARTON.

““‘Deponent further says that in the
years 1842.1843 I resided most of the
- time at Macedonia, in the County of Han-
cock, State of Iilinois, sometimes with my
sister, who was the wife of Almon W,
Babbitt, and sometimes with my brother,
Benjamin . Johnson. During that time
the Prophet Joseph Smith taught me the

prineiple of celestial marriage, including

plurality of wives, and asked me to be-
come his wife,” He first spoke to me on
this subjeat at the house of my brother,

Benjamin F. T also lived a portion of
the time at Brother Joseph Smith’s in
Nauvoo, when many conversations passed
between him and myself on this subject.
On a certain occasion in the spring of the
year 1843, the exact date of which I do
ot now recolleet, I went from Macedonia
to Nauvoo to visit another of my sisters,
the one who was the widow of Lyman R.
Sherman, deceased, at which time I was
sealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith. At
the time this took place Hyrum Smith,
Joseph’s brother, came to me and said I
need not be afraid. I had been fearing
and doubting about the principle and so
had he, but he now knew it was ftrue.
After this time I lived with the Prophet
Josenh as his wife, and he visited me at
the home of my brother, Benjamin F., at
Macedonia.

(Sgd.) Almira W, Johnson Smith Barton.

AFFIDAVIT OF MARTHA Mc¢BRIDE
KIMBALL.

““‘Be it remembered that on this eighth
day of July, A. D. 1869, personally ap-
peared before me, Edward Partridge,
probate judge in and for said county,
Martha MeBride Kimball, whe was by
me sworn in due form of law, and upon
her oath saith that some time in the
summer of the year 1842, at the City of
Nauvoo, County of Hancock, State of
Tlinois, she was married or sealed to
Joseph Smith, President of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints by
Heber C. Kimball, one of the Twelve
Apostles in said ehurch, according to the
laws of the same regulating marriage.”’

(Sed.) “Martha McBride Kimball,””

AFFIDAVIT OF MELISSA LOTT
WILLES.

“‘Be it remembered that on this twen-
tieth day of May, A. D., 1869, personally
appeared before me, James Jack, a notary
public in and for the said county, Melissa
Lott Willes, who was by me sworn_in

“due form of law, and upon her oath saith

that on the twentieth day of September,
A. D, 1843, at the City of Nauvoo,
County of Hancock, State of Illinois, she
was married or sealed to Joseph Smith,
President of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints, by Hyrum Smith,
presiding Patriarch of said church, ac-
cording to the laws of the same regulat-
ing marriage, in the presence of (ornel-
ius P. Lott and Parmelia.
(Sgd.) ‘“Melissa Lott Willes.”’
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AFFIDAVIT OF SARAH A, KIMBALL,

““Be it remembered that on this nine-
teenth day of June, A. D., 1869, person-
ally appeared before me, Hlias Smith,
probate judge for said county, Sarah Ann
Kimball, who was by me sworn in due
form of law, and upon oath saith that on
the twenty-seventh day of July, A. D,
1842, at the City of Nauvoo, County of
Hancock, State of Illinois, she was mar-
ried or sealed to Joseph Smith, President
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints, by Newel K.. Whitney, pre-
siding Bishop of said . church, according
to the laws of the same regulating mar-
riage, in the presence of Elizabeth Ann
Whitney, her mother.”’

(Sgd.) ““Sarah A. Kimball.”’

AFFIDAVIT OF ELIZABETH A.
WHITNEY,

‘‘Be it remembered that on this thirti-
eth day of Aungust, A. D. 1869, personally
appeared before me, James Jack, a notary
public in and for said county, Elizabeth
Ann’ Whitney, who was by me sworn in
due form of law, and upon her oath, that

on the twenty-seventh day of July, A. D.,

1842, at the City of Nauvoo, County of
Hancock, State of Illinois, she was pres-
ent and witnessed the marrying or sealing
of her daughter, Sarah Ann Whitney, to
the Prophet Joseph Smith, for time and
all “eternity, by her husband, Newel K.
Whitney, then presiding bishop of the
church.” ]
(Sgd.) “B. A. Whitney.”’
AFFIDAVIT OF EMILY D. P. YOUNG.

“Be it remembered that on this first
day of May, A. D., 1869, personally ap-
-peared before me, Elias Smith, judge of
_probate for said county, Emily Dow
Partridge Young, who was by me sworn
in due form of law, and upon her oath
saith that on the eleventh day of May,
A. D, 1843, at the City of Nauvoo,
County of Haheock, State of Illinois, she
was married or sealed to Joseph Smith,
President of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints, by James Adams,
a high priest in said church, according
to the law of the same regulating mar-
riage, in the presence of Emma (Hale)
Smith and Eliza Maria Partridge (Ly-
man).”’ : :

(Sgd.) “Emily D. P. Young.”’

AFFIDAVIT OF RHODA RICHARDS
. SMITH, '

““Be 1t remembered that on this first

day of May, A. D., 1869, personally ap-
peared before me, Elias Smith, probate
judge for said county, Rhoda Richards,
who was by me sworn in due form of
law, and upon her oath saith that on the
twelfth day of June, A. D., 1843, at the
City of Nauvoo, County .of Hancock,
State of Illinois, she was married or
sealed to Joseph Smith, President of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, by Willard Richards, one of the
Twelve Apostles of said church, accord-
ing to the laws of the same regulating
marriage.”’ ‘

(Sgd.) ““Rhoda Richards.”’

I could continue to give the testimony
of many others. These women who have.
testified, under oath, that Joseph Smith
entered into polygamy with them,- and
they bore testimony to that fact all
through the years from girlhood till they
stood deerepid and aged on the side of
the grave. It is true that some of them
have been confused by smart lawyers as
to the exact dates and other minor mat-
ters, and then the leaders of the Reorgan-
ized Church would ery ‘‘vietory,”’ but
the main faet is, they were never shaken
in the main and real part of their testi-
mony, that they were married to Joseph
Smith and lived with him as his wives.

And many of these men who have
gone down to their graves in the twilight
of old age, many of them the apostles of
the church, or holding other high posi-
tions in the church, have  testified all
through life that Joseph Smith was guilty
of polygamy. Surely if there is any
value or virtue in affidavits and dying
statements, after a long life constantly
affirming the same thing, these men and
women have proved that Joseph Smith
received revelations authorizing  the
practice of polygamy, and that he had
many wives, and that he lived a double

life in that he denied his guilt before the -

world, while he was guilty in secret.

Tt is a great sorrow to me to have
given forty-two years to the defence of -
this man, schooling - myself - to" believe
that those who had testified against him
had misrepresented him, and then to dis-
cover that I was mistaken, and that he
was guilty. But what distresses me more
than anything else is that the leaders of
the Reorganized Church admitted his.
guilt, as shown in this paper, and. when
they concluded that the witnesses were
nearly all dead, or soon would be, and
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the few papers printed which proved his
_guilt were nearly all destroyed, that they
would deny all guilt on the part of Smith
and place the guilt on Brigham Young.
‘When I became fully convinced of this
monstrous deception, in which I with
thousands of others had been victimized,
1 could do but one thing, and that was
10- denounce it and sever my connection
with the rulers who have agreed to make
lies their refuge, and under falsehood
hide the guilty.

To take this step has cost me much

that is dear in life. Thousands through-
out the world who love me will now

despise me and think that I have for-
saken the way of the Lord and become
the enemy of truth. Ah, could they feel
what I feel, they would know that it is
stern duty and love of the right that
compels me to take the step that hurls
me out of their lives forever.

T shall do what T ean to show them
the sanny way of Christ, untarnished
with this hideous bugbear, and to this
end have I devoted my life, under the
reconsecration, made when under the
Spirit, June 3rd, to whiech I shall make
reference before closing this little work.

“The Order of Enoch

Doc. and Cov.,, 58, b—Let no man
break the laws of the land, for he that
keepeth the laws of God hath no need to
break the laws of the land.

Israel Smith, son of Joseph Smith,
and brother of the present Prophet,
a High Priest and a lawyer, spoke at the
-eneral conference, held at Independence,
Mo., April 8th, 1918, on trusts and cor-
norations, in connection with the Order
of Enoch. He delivered a lengthy ad-
dress. I took these notes in longhand and
‘only claim to give a brief report as I
understood it, He said: ‘‘Under the laws
- of the United States” a church cannot do
“nginess or hold property for profit, such
as farms, stores, factories or any other

business. It may hold property for
churches, schools, children’s and old
folks’ homes, sanitariums and ecolleges,

as also burying grounds, but the law of
the land will not permit a ehurch to hold
property for profit. So we as a church
must provide some method of overcom-
ing this difficulty in order to make a
place for the Order of Enoch, and thus
gecure property and carry out the law
of stewardship. Proeperty can be held by
trustees. There can be trust agreements
made between the members of the church
and trustees, by which the member can
deed his property to the trustee (which
is the Bishop). He conseerates his prop-
erty to the Bishop, as trustee of the or-
der, for the church. .He gives the prop-
" erty to the church in reality, but through
the trustee, or Order of Enoch. He can-
not. again possess-it. Tf he leaves the
chureh- he cannot reelaim his property,
and should he go in debt no one can come
on the church for his debts. He is liable

alone. In a word, he deeds his property
away, and those who now own his prop-
erty cannot be made to pay his debts. As

- & steward he has no property of his own

(save his little home, or what is now
called his inheritance). This, and this
only, he holds in fee simple, and should
he leave the church, this only of all his
property can he take with him. He may
operate his property, but only as a stew-
ard, and that only, if the bishop so de-
cides. But the bishop, or trustee of the
order, after securing the deed of the
property, with a covenant and deed that
cannot be broken, may refuse to permit
him to work his farm or run his store,
and place another steward to work on the
property thus deeded over, and the for-
mer owner can be given another place or
rosition, as the wisdom of the bishop
shall deeide. The church can 'sell his
property over his head, for he has econse- -
crated it to the church. They own it by
a deed and covenant that cannot be
broken. . The state can get after the cor-
poration plan muech more readily than
the trustee plan, so my advme is to stand :
only for the trustee ptan.”’

The Presidency, Twelve Apostles,
Seventy and Order of Bishops discussed
the matter during the conference, and
the great majority indorsed the above as
being correct, and a paper was there pre-
sented and printed, from which -1 quote
the following:
be aceomplished through a ecorporation.
The laws will not permit of the same,”’

Many other statements can be fur-
nished that show that the church believes
the Lord of Heaven has called. into being
the Order of Enoch to cunningly deceive
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the nations and break in spirit the laws
of the land, and so they secure the prop-
erty of the devotees and hold it, and thus
impoverish the people and bring them
into slavery to their system, and yet
escape the punishment held out by the
law for such offenders.

This Order of Enoch is none other
than the Order of Joseph Smith, for the
revelation calling this order into being
gives Joseph Smith not only one new
name, but several. He is called ‘‘Baurak
Ale, Gazelam and Enoch.”” = See D. C,
270.271-282-283-195-196-274-276.

Joseph Smith, in this, like »averything
else, has made provision for himself and
his sons and grandsons to have the lion’s
share, and so this order to secure the
wealth -of his people is ealled the Order
of Enoch, and Enoch means Jogeph
Smith, so one might well say the Order
of Joseph Smith. Then the city that he

and his posterity is to build is called in -

hig" revelations, Zion, New - Jerusalem,
Enoch.—D. C, 83, I. D. C. 77, 1. The
order is Joseph’s, the city Joseph’s, all
Joseph.

D. and C, 77, 1.—The church is here
commanded to establish this order, to the
salvation of man and glory of God, and
-none can have celestial glory who refuses
to join this order and Kkeep the laws of it.

D. and C., 101, 1.—This order which
God commands them to organize, is for
the salvation of men, and those Who join
it and are not faithful will not only be
cursed of God in the next world, but in
this life they are to be trodden df)wn by
whom I will. This curse is said to be in-
flicted by the secret order of Danites, and
many affirm who have been members of
the church that many have been mur-
dered by this band of oath-bound ser-
vants of Joseph Smith.

D. and C., 3-4-5.—Here the faithful of
the order have a new name given them,
and the leaders have the first haul in re-
ceiving their inheritances, under their
new name, Joseph Smith receiving sev-
eral names, and it looks like each name
received ecalled for additional inheri-
tance. '

D. C, 101, 10.—We are told what a
steward is; that he does not own his
property, but is only a steward over it,
and then we are told in D. C. 101, 12,
that we are only working in our stew-
ardship, aceording to the leaders of the
order, and all the money we earn in our
work, whether in store, factory or farm,

belongs to the order, and after we have
secured our living, or what is called our
‘‘Just needs and wants,”’ that every dol-
lar we have over what is needed for bare
living or to carry on our stewardship
must be handed over to the order as com-
mon wealth belonging to the order. If is
made out of the property that once be-
longed to you, but is now the property of
the order, and it says ‘‘whether it be
lands, cattle or money, even by hundreds
or by fifties, or by twenties or by tens or
by fives. And no man is to say it is his
own nor any part of it.”” But if you
really need money or to sell a calf to get
your wife a dress, the treasurer of the
order has the right to decide if you are
worthy. If not worthy, your wife must
go without her hat, jacket or dress.

D.and C., 102, 2—We are told Zion
cannot be built up unless it be by the
celestial law of the kingdom, which we
have already learned comes out of this
order and keeping of this stewardship.

Some have thought that this law only
applied to those who voluntarily go to
Zion. But this is false. Hear the Liord,
or Joseph, on this: D. and C. 70, 2.—
““Behold, this is what the Tord requires
of every man in his stewardship, and be-
hold none are exempt from this law who
belong to the church of the living God.”’

D. and C., 77, 1.—“For if ye will that
T give you a place in the celestial world
vou musf prépare yourselves by doing the
things which T ‘have commanded you and
required of you.’

D. and C., 81, 4—We are told that it
matters not how muech you have or earn,
it is ‘“to be east into the storehouse to
become the common property of the
whole chureh.” :

‘D. and (., 119 8.—“Let him that
laboreth in the mmlbtry and him that
toileth in the affairs of the men of busi-
ness and of work, laber together with
God for the accomplishment of the work
entrusted to all.”” 'This is explained by
the pamphlet published by general con-
ference of 1918 to mean: ‘“‘But neither
the apostle, nor bishoprie, nor farm, nor
factory belongs to the steward, other-
wise he could not be a steward, so the
second requirement that the properties
involved in the several stewardships shall
not be held as individuals, but ye shall
have equal elaim upon the. properties (of
the 01der for stewardship purposes.’

. and C., 81, 4—“The properties
(sllall) belong to the order which I have
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commanded to be organized, and estab-

lished to he a united order and an ever-
lasting order for the .benefit of the
chureh.”’ .

D. ang C., 101, 10.—‘If the properties
are mine then ye are stewards, otherwise
ve are not stewards.”” Then follows the

. information that a steward eannot be the

_owner of the properties involved in the
stewardships. ““The organization which
God commanded to be organized, that is
the Order of Enoch, stands between God
and the steward, and is to be the owner
of the properties and the party to whom
each steward must aeccount for the use
of the properties entrusted by the order
to him for management. So says the gen-
eral conference paper, 1918,

The properties are not to be held indi-
vidually but collectively, and the steward
agrees to manage the properties entrust-
ed to his care for stewardship purposes
on the following terms:

First.—To provide for his just needs
and wants, as well as for his family, who
are depending upon him, from the pro-
ceeds of the business, and without con-
suming the principle.

Second.—After paying his tithes, the
steward agrees to place the surplus earn-
ings into the common treasury, or store-
house—D. and C., 70, 2; 81, 4; 101, 12,

Third—All stewards shall have an in-
heritance. That is to say, a home. This
iheritance shall be secured to them. by
deed in fee simple. This is to be regarded
as private property. The church, should
he be considered wunworthy to retain
membership in the church, could not take
this little home from him. But on the
other hand, though he may have given to
the church by a ecovenant and a deed
that cannot be broken,’” a thousand farms
or a million dollars worth of property,
he cannot elaim one eent of that—D. and

C., 51, 1. That is why it is said in D. and
.. 42, 9., “Every man shall be account-

able unto me a steward over his own
nroperty - or tha’r which he has recelved
by congecration.’

_ The meaning of that is, as stated very
plainly in this very gectlon D. and C,,
42, 8-—“If thou levest me thoun %haH
serve me and keep all my command-
ments, and behold. thon wilt remember
the poor and consecrate all thy vroper-
tieg for . their support, that which thou
hast to impart unto them, with a eoven-
ant and a deed which eannot be broken,””

I have quoted from the original reve-
lation which was given in 1831 and pub-
lished in the book of commandments in
Independence, Mo., in 1833, It says:
Consecrate all thy properties. But this
caused so many to leave the church that
when the revelations were published in
the book of Doctrines and Covenants, in
later years it was changed to read ‘‘of
thy properties.”” But the whole book
stands for the original, and the trick
played in changing the revelations has
been exposed by several writers ‘who have
the original books with the first publi«;a-
tion, a eopy of which 1 have in my .
possession. I may ask what is to be
thought of the men who will tell you in
1831 that God said something Then those
very men, after printing it and securing
thoumnds of dollars out of it, to change

the revelation, and then to befun in 1918

to again preaeh the original, which is be-
ginning to bring on trouble.

The facts are, taking the revelations
as a whole, the person joining the church
thinks he has obeyed the gospel as found
in the Bible, When after a while he is
asked to pay his tithing, that means ten
cents on the dollar, that leaves him ninety
per cent of his property. But soon they
come along and demand from every man
that belon@q to the church=of the living
God, on pains of a curse in this life and
the 11(3‘{f and the loss of celestial glory,
and the loss of the Holy Ghost, that he
must make a deed with a Covenavt that
cannot be broken to deed over all his
property, every dellar of it of every kind
of property, to the church, with a hond
and covenant and deed that cannot be
broken, and then he is to receive back a
little home, according to the sizes of his.
family. This is all he will own. And
then, should he leave the church he can
only take this little home, but must leave
his wealth to the churech, and no matter
how long years he works as a steward,
on his former property or elsewhere, he
must, after taking his living, give every
dollar at the close of the year over to the
Order of Enoch, and to refuse to do this
is to be cursed by someone appointed to
curse him, and this has meant death, if
stories told by hundreds are true. And
after murder here, damnation hereafter,

Doe. and Cov., 106, tells us plainly :
“Verily thus %al‘rh the Lord T require all
their surplus nroperty to be put into the
hands of the Bishop of Zien, and for the
priesthood and for the debts of the Pres-
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idency, and this shall be the beginning of
the tithing of my people.”’

After diseussing this Order of Enoch
matter for several days, the Order of
Bishops passed the very peculiar resolu-

tion, and then presented it to the joint -

council, who adopted it. This will serve
as a blanket to cover the matter, at least
for this. year. .

“In order to estabhsh a workmg
basis, be it resolved: that the opinion of
the Order of Bishops is that an individual
should hold in fee simple his inheritance,
which should include sufficient to provide

" for the just wants and needs of himself
and family, as may be decided upon by
the individual and those whose duty it is
to decide.” All other propertles held by
the individual should be held in trust for
the benefit of themselves, their fellow
church members and the Whole church.”’
Adopted April 17th; 1918,

Two points are here very cunningly
approached: First, the little inheritance.
It may be but a house of two rooms and
the land upon which it is built, as seen in
the main article, is the inheritance he is
to hold in fee simple. The second point,
““all other properties.”” This may mean
millions of money, or real estate the poor
fellow has must be held in trust for the
whole church. Reading this resolution in
the light of the:revelations in Doctrines
and Covenants, the man hands over his
manhood and becomes a slave.  This is

2

not in aeccord with the laws of the land,
and the state should take measures to
stop proceedings of this kind.

The revelafions calling forth this
‘strange order has had but little effect
upon the Reorganized ‘Church. -But the
Prophet of the Reorganized Church
seemed to be able to let these more diffi-
cult parts of his father’s work, like bap-
tism for the dead and Order of Enoch,
rest quietly, But some little time before
his death, when he became old and blind
and nearly stone deaf, there was a coming
power that became restless, and under this
strong young hand, the old man came forth
with a revelation calling into being the
Order of Enoech. Not much was done,
however, till death removed the old man,
and the son came to the throne. The last
yvear, and especially the last general con-
ference, had the general authorities fore-
ing the money matters into prominence,
till the document called the ‘‘Question-
naire’’ was published and sent out to the
faithful. The strange part of .this paper is
that it was sent to many parts of Canada,
especially to those in farming parts of the
country, but not one came to Toronto, the
very place where it should have come first,
as that was the home of the Bishop. They
knew how I would treat it, and it was
thought to get better treatment from
those good old farmers and their wives
than from the fast-awakening Bishop. But:
what is it? Ah, that is the question.

The Questionnaire

IDENTIFICATION. : ~
Your Name.............. Your wife’s or husband’sname............... Your home address.............
- Your nationality?............... Age?. ... SRR Married?.............. Single?............ Widow........
Divorced?............. Widower?...........00 : '
‘ Church Relatlons
In what year were you bapt17ed? ................ Of what branch are you a member?...........j...,

What position-do you hold in the Church?....

SPECIAL NOTICE.

No person who finances his affairs independently should be included in

‘“the famﬂy

But, if a member of the L. D. S. Church, he should make his own statement on a separate-

form

Members of the Family.
Give the age, sex, and name of each member, and specify the religious denommatlon

to which he belongs.

Age.......... SeX..ocooiiinn Name............... Religion................

Who are dependent on you beside the family?

Ageii SeX..covie, Name.............. Religion..............
. Stewardships.

Are you willing to work on a
business for the group or

‘Stewardship” basis, that is, to manage some affair or
“Order?”...... .

(See Doctrine and Covenants, 70:2, 3;72:1-5; 101 12.)
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VOCATIONAL.

What is your présent occupation, trade, or profession?.............
"By whom are you nowemployed?.................................

Give some idea of your ability in other lines of work:................................

In what ways have you been employed during the last ten years; when were you em-
ployed in these ways, and how long during each period?....... R

What physical defects have you, or any member of your family, that in any way affect
you as workmen? and to what extent, and in what manner are you affected?............

Give the names of the places in which you have lived during the last ten years, and
specify the times when you lived in each place:...........

Specify the amount of time you lose each year, the times when these losses occur, and
and whether the losses are due to changlng seasons, or sickness, or some
OTRET CBUSE oo e

Are you satisfied with your present situation, or avocation, and why?.......................

In what way could the circumstances of your work be changed so as to better your
STEUATION D, e e L

If you have any reason for wishing to change your location, please state what it is, and
where you would like to locate, and when...................coo

Specify how each member of the famlly isemployed ...l SRR

FINANCIAL INCOMES.
What is your present yearly salary or net income? $..................
For the past ten years, what have your yearly earnings ave;aged L TSNP
. State the annual incomes of the other members of your family $........ (\Tames) ..............
; Other Incomes. ,
Have vou, or your family or dependents, any source of income, such as pensions, rent,
interest, or dividends, or any source, that is not elsewhere specifiec in zhi;:, docu-

ment? ... If so, state the kinds and yearly amounts:............}
Money Loaned.
If the debtorisa L. D. S., please indicate it....................... SRR $ o
Rate of Interest: When due: Amount
e B
Cashinbankoronhand.................. S

Church Offerings.
Be sure to state as near as you can the total amount of t1thes paid todate: $

Total offerings made to Bishops todate:.................o e B

Total aid received from Church todate . ... i B

Total offerings made to local branches ... B
LIABILITIES.

What indebtedness or obligations have you aside from those spemﬁed on pages 5, 6, 7,

B AT A O o . JURRURRURURRRR

................................... B O U OO OO PRUE SRUPUPURRIE . JOUD PR UUP R
FINANCIAL

What are the yearly needs of your family in:

Household necessities, such as Food, Fuel, Water, etc. $................ Rent $................

Fire Insurance $............. Life Insurance $.......... Other Insurance $........

Medical  $............ Interest  &............ Taxes $....oon. Clothing  $..............

Education $................ Incidentals &................ Total $.. RUURTPTRRUOUNOOR
Inheritances.

What portion of the properties herein listed belonged originally, to your wif>".. ...
Specify what properties were left to you by gift or inheritance, and state the'r values at
the time you received them: (Dates).............. (Kinds).............. (Values) $.............
Losses.

If you have had any financial reverses during the past ten years that you wish to explain,
pl.ase doso in aseparate letter. Answer ‘“‘Yes,” or “No" here

: Consecrations.

(See D. and C. 42:8-10; 48:1, - 2.)

- How much are you willing and able to contribute as surplus during the next two years
towards purchasing lands for the ““ Redemption of Zion?""........cc.............. $o
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At what times and in what amounts can you make your contributions? ...
Or, if you have properties that you are willing to consecrate, specify
The kinds......................... The values............... The Locations.............o..cccocven.

INDUSTRIES.

Do you own a business?......... If you are a part owner specify what share of the

S ELOCI VOU OWI L L e

Is the firm a « urporation, partnership, or what?.. ... Are the other members of the
firmI.. D.8.?2...........In what capacity are you connected with the business?...... ... .

Whatisthe nature of thebusiness?......... The amount of business done-annually-$.:......

Classes of workmen........... .Number of Each............. Average Yearly Wages..............

Where is your business located? (Give complete address.)........................... ‘

If vou wish to make an additional statement concerning your business to the Bishop,
plzase do so in a separate letter, keeping the aim of this survey in mind.

Should there be any members who are not very ablebodied; or any of our boys or girls
who need homes or opportunities for empioyvmen. under more favorable conditions,
that you could take into vour care and employ, please write us, specifying the terms
and conditions.

(Special Notice Concernin~ Properties.)

If you are a woman whose husband is not a 1.. D. S., vou should not answer the ques-
tions relating to money or property unless the money or property is your own,
Where both the husband and wife are members of the Church, and where each has pro-
perties which are his or her own, each should make a separate statement on a

separate form. ,

Where the wifeisnot a L. D. S., the husband should not include her share of the property

intere ts in his statement. . '
FARM LAND.

Give the lecation of cach PIece. Ao
On éach of tre above specify how many acres in: v

Fruit......... Gros-. . JTimber. L Waste............ Cultivation.............. Total..............
Total Values.............. Tncumbrancc..........;,..,,Rate of Interest.............. When Due............
Who occupies the {arms and on what terms? AL
Givealistof the b Uudmg: oneachfarm: Al U

FARM EQUIPMEUT
Farm Impzvmen’cs.

Number............... Winds. ... Value. ... Incumbrance................ ETETUUPRIUURUUORY SRR
Live Stock,
Amounts............ Knds... ... Vaiue............. Incumbrance....................
: Tenant Farmer. ,

How many acres doyourent?. ... . ...On what terms do you rent?.........cccecci oo,
“Where is the farmlocated? ... .. How long have you been a tenant farme 27770
Do you desire to locate in "“the regions roundabout™? ... ...
Or have youany other veazon for wishing to change locations? ...
(Be sure i list your implements and stock in the space above.)
PROPERTIES.

Residence or Business Properties.

(City) oo, Locations................ (State)............ Yearly Taxes.........................
Yearly Rental Value.............. Amount of Insurance......... . Size of Lot...................
Total Value.............. Incumbrance............. Rate of Interest.................... SURTPTO

Vacant Lots. ’

(City) oo, Locations............(State).......... Yearly Taxes................ TR
Street I*npl ovements............ Sizeof Lot Total Value...................... SO
Incumbrance................ Rateof Interest........................ e
. Stocks and Bonds.

Description................ How often have you Received Dividends...........co
Total Dividends Received.. ... Number of Shares...........................
Present Market Value............................. What it Cost You.........i il
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PERSONAL EFFECTS.
{(Such as household goods, autos, jewelry, vehicles, etc., and any asset not otherwise

listed.)

Description................... Total Value.........

_ EDUCATIONAL. .
State the kind and amount of school work each member of the family has done and what
special training you have had for your vocation.. ...
What school work would you like todo, and why 2. ...

‘What experience have you had as a teacher in public schools or colleges?

Insurance.
Give the total amounts of the different kinds of insurance you carry.

Fire............. Life............. Fraternal . ...

If you can find a more complete docu-
ment to take away a person’s human
rights or liberties than this, you can beat
me. The idea that a man must tell the
"Bishop of every cent he has in the pocket
or bank, every kind of insurance, stocks,
bonds, mortgages, all about his city prop-
erty, even to the condition of the streets
that front it; all about his clothing, his
rings and wateh; and then he must tell
them all about how many dogs, cats, hens,
pigs; cows, and every other animal he may
own on his farms. He must tell of every
rake, hoe, plow and every other imple-
ment on the place, of every shed, barn,
pigsty or other buildings he may have on
hig farm. - The fact is, the man owns sim-
ply niothing, but this Bishop must have his
Lhand upon it; and every particle of busi-
ness done by the man is under the Bishop's
eye. And worse, and more of -it: If his
wife, daughter, son or himself, has any
physmm uﬂ“oet they must write off and
tell the good Blnh()p just where they are
sore,

‘When you have told them all—yes, all
—then how mueh do you know about your

Other........oo SUTOROTTRR

city property, your ecountry preperty,
your business of any other desenptmn or.
your family ills or troubles that the
Bishop does not know?

They have rushed this matter to the
extent that we read in the church papers
of the last few months of one poor old
woman, eighty years old, washing socks
all winter for a boarder and earning about
seven dollars, which she handed over to
the good Bishop. Another poor, simple,
trusting soul telling how he has managed
to get the food seeret down so fine that he
is living on six cenis a meal, Another sobs
in their grief that, try ag they may, they
cannot keep the famil ly on less than Glo’ht
cents a meal. And all this is printed in
the papers to inspire the rank and file to -
live in a state of almost starvation, and
what for? -The answer is, Zion is to be
redeemed, the debts of the Presidency is
to be met, and the Gospel is to be preached
to the wicked nations, who know not the
true Latter Day Saint religion, so that
Jesus may come to the Zion they will
build in Independence, Jacksen County,
Missouri.

Bishop Evans’ Financial Statement

1 come now to my own money matters.
The hooks of the Latter Day Saint Church
will show that when I left a good posmon
to go .out into the missionary field in 1886,
that from June to the end ¢f the year my
wife received fifty dollars, apd for some
vears she received the sum of one hun-
dred a year 1o keep herself and family.
Then it was raised till the highest I ever
received from the church was lesg than a
dollar a day.Just think. My wife for a
great many years worked at the sewing
machine to earn her living and keep the
family s¢ T eculd go to the church work,

and she received less than a dollar a day
from the coffers of the chureh. She had
girls work for her, and my boy gathered
bottles, bones, rubbers, old iron and sold
papers to help buy books and clothing to
put him through the eommon school, while

President Smith’s children could go
throngh common school, colleges, and
some of them to universities. Some now

are securing twenty-dollarg per month to
keep hBuse on, while President Smith is
said to have received over five thousand
last year. While the leadérs are- wasting
the money, the honest, suffering poor are =
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saving to supply the money for them to
squander in both summer and winter re-
sorts.

It is true that in the few last years of
our life, the property secured from my
wife’s father’s estate has been the means
by which I have been able to make more
property, and that the Toronto people
have been.kind to me, and we have not
suffered by reason of money matterg for
some years. But the church has always
audited my aecounts every district con-
ference in Canada, and my general ac-
count had been rendered to the presiding
Bishop each conference year, and I have
never been found to be wrong in my books
or reports, but to the last account the
auditors have written ‘‘Audited and
found correct.”’

Some false arguments have been made

“against me on money matters since I left
the church. It has been said I got
twenty-five dollars per month from the
general chureh and twelve hundred a
year from the Toronto church, This is the
truth half told, and hence is misleading.

The truth is, some ten years ago the
Toronto people passed a resolution, Tre-
questing us to locate in Toronto, they of-
fering to pay all cost of moving, and the
extra expense incurred by living here.

They gave my wife twenty-five dol-
lars per month, then thirty, then fifty,
and as cost of Living inereased, some time
ago, they made it one hundred per month.
This they did over the personal protest of
both my wife and self, and in reply it was
urged, much of the money thus given was
secured from those not members of the

. ¢hurch who attended my sermons. Why
not tell the truth? If I have gone into the
dark; why does it require that my church
opponents must resort to lying fo hurt
me? Will not the truth prove me wrong?
Then why descend to the other method?

Tt is said they paid my taxes and tele-
phone and secured me a car. Yes, they

had the phone put in for their benefit.
They offered -to pay rent, or if I pur-
chased, tax, if I moved to Toronto. And
while they.gave me a car, many outsiders
paid much on the car, and it was used
largely i working for them.

I was present at last general confer-
ence when this Order of Enoch and other
money matters was discussed in “the
quorum meetings. 1 took the following
notes  while present in the meetings held
by the Order of Bishops, of avhich I was
a member.

I have deeided not to give the items
regarding personal expenditures on the
part of one prominent leader, which was
%‘eferred to by several bishops last year
in my hearing. But let me say it was
stated by several that this good man re-

~ceived ten fimes as much as other men

with the same number of family to sup-
port, and while some of the quorums had
the courage to eall him before them to
make answer to his waste of money, that
when he got through explaining that his
explanations were said to be no explana-
tions, but a bluff. But the bluff had to
suffice till, as two men in authority said,
the good Liord would convert him. And
s0 for the present I leave the matter of
finance.

But it is hoped that this little, work

~will cause the people of the church to

keep their money and property, that
there be mnot' another scene of misery,
poverty and apostasy- like that which
occurred in Kirtland, Ohio; Independ-

~ence; Far West,- Mo.; and Nauvoe, Illi-

nois, when Joseph Smith foreced this Or-
der of Emnoch upon his people in those
early years. .

It was said by President Smith, from
the pulpit of the Toronto .church this
vear, that his grandfather gave the law,
his father interpreted the law, and he
was now going to enforce it. Well, God
help the people if he does.

Strange Statements made in the Revelations
of the Reorganized Church :

I confess that for years I have been
troubled over some peculiar statements
made in the revelations to the Prophets
of the Reorganized Church. Some seem
to confradict others, and to conflict with
“the word of God as found in the Bible,
- and some seem to bé so human that there
is no certainty in them, but a kind of

“if?" and “‘perhaps’’ about them that one
can hardly believe that the great God
took time to commuhicate them by the
Holy Spirit. In a word, there is too much-
man about them to inspire many people
to believe that God gave them. But we will
give them as they are found in the Doec-
trine and Covenants, and let the reader
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~decide for himself. We have been sorely
tried in trying to believe that God was
the author of them.

“Inasmuch as there has been much
discussion in the past concerning the
Sabbath of the Lord, the church is ad-
monished that until further revelation is
received, or the quorums of the church
are assembled to decide concerning the
law in the ehurch articles and eovenants,
the saints are to observe the first day of
the week commonly called the Liord’s
Day, as a day of rest, as a day of wor-
ship, as given in the eovenants and com-
mandments.”’—D. and C., 119, 7.

It just seems to me that if the Lord
had spoken, he would have told them
which was the right day. He would have
settled the matter once and for all and
not told them to wait for another revela-
tion to settle it. -

““The epistle is to be left without ap-
proval or disapproval by the eonference,
as the judgment of the quorum of twelve,
until further experience shall have tested
the matters therein stated.”’—D. and C.,
120, 1.

It just looks to me that if the Lord
had condescended to speak on the posi-
tion taken by the apostles that he would
have econfirmed their opinion or de-
nounced it. Are we to believe that the
Lord had not arrived at a proper conclu-
sion regarding the matter, or will we say

the man who presented the paper to the

chureh was not settled in his mind?  Or,
if he was, there were strong men on each
<ide' of the controversy -and he did not
care to run up against them?

““The voice of the Spirit is that E. C.

Briggs be sustained for the. present. -

~J. W. Briggs and Z. H, Gurley are in your
hands to approve or disapprove as wis-
dom may direet.”’ _

This E. |C. Briggs was sustained for
vears. ‘‘For the present’” sounds very
indefinite, when we are asked to believe
that the Lord said it. The other two
men, one the most brilliant apostles of
his time, the other the president of that
aucoust body, had denounced the body,
and soon ‘after left the church, and both
believed to their death that Joseph Smith,
the founder of the chureh, received the
infamous revelations on polygamy, and
had many wives. Yet it looks like as if
someone was afraid to say ‘‘put them
out’ or ‘‘keep them in,”’ and so threw
the burden upon poor weak man to de-

'c-ide the fate of these two stalwarts. But

‘this milk and v;rater policy did not keep

these two brave men from giving to the
world what they believed concerning the
conduct of Joseph Smith.

‘“‘The one whom I had called to pre-
side over the church (Joseph Smith)
(R. C.), had not yet approved himself
unto the seattered flock, and I gave this
commandment - (regarding money mat-
ters) (R. C.) unto the quorum next in
authority in spiritual things, that the
scattered ones, and those who had been
made to suffer might have assurance that
I would not suffer that he whom I had
called should betray the confidence of the
faithful, nor squander the moneys of the
treasury for the purpose of self.”’—D.
and C., 122, 5.

Does this look as if God was not sure
that young Joseph would not go in the
path ‘another had walked in, and so the
faithful- would again be robbed by his
squandering their money? So he ordered
the Twelve to watch the money chest till
the young prophet would prove himself.
This seems like a good thing in one way,
and it would not be a real bad move if
the Lord, or the church, or someone
would take a hand right now so that the
moneys of the faithful be not squandered.
When we think of the hundreds of thou-
sands that have been squandered of late
years, and if the auditors report correctly
and the bishops spoke truthfully this
year while at general conference, I think

it about time for the Lord to kindly give
“further instruetions on this matter.

“My servant Thomas W. Smith is in
my hand, and his bishopric shall be con-
tinued for a season. Tf he fully recover
he will enter again into the work. If I
take him unto myself, another will be
appointed in his stead when the quorum
is filled.”—D. and C,, 122, 15.

The plot thickens. We are asked to
believe that the T.ord of heaven eave this
revelation to his people. He advised that
he be continued in office for a season.
Faet is, the God who gave that revelation
did not seem to know whether this very
sick apostle would get better or not, but
He wanted the people to permit him to-
hold office for a season till He had de-
cided whether he would die or not. Was
this the guess of a God or a man? *“‘If’"
he fully recover, he will enter into the
work. Did God not know that he would
remain a helpless creature for a Tong
time and mnever do any more apostolie
work in this world? Tt appears not. But
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He gave the assurance that ‘“if 1 take
him to myself, another would be appoint-
ed in his stead, when the guorum is filled.

““Phe quorum of twelve, my servants,
may choose and appoint one of their
number to take the place of my servant,
Alexander H. Smith, and if they shall
choose William H, Kelley from among
them for this place it will be pleasing
unto me. Nevertheless if directed by the

Spirit of revelation and wisdom they may

choose another.”’—D. and C., 124, 3.

Think of it, the Lord tells them it will
be pleasing unto Him for them to choose
Apostle Kelley to preside over the
Twelve, nevertheless if directed by the
Spirit of revelation and wisdom they may
choose another.”’

Iiere we are asked to believe that the
Lord will be pleased in the selection of
one man. But he warns them what steps
to take if the Spirit of revelation directs
them to select another. We had always
thought that it was the Lord that be-
stowed the spirit of revelation. Surely
this revelation should put to shame the
" poor, deluded sectarian world who know

rot God, and have not received of the
spirit of revelation.

“The seer of the church has a vision,
in which he sees Frederick M. Smith and
R. C. Hvans sitting with the presidency
(himself)., When he beheld these men in
that exalted station, he says, ‘I asked
what was meant by the choosing of mem-

‘bers of the presidency so young in years.

I was informed that it was for the pur-
pose that before the presidency should be
invaded by death these younger men
should be prepared by association to he
of assistance to whomsoever should be
chosen as the president upon the emer-
gency which should oceur.’ ’—D. and
C., 126, 6-8.

No one that T'have talked to in all the
vears since that time has been able to
explain this t6 me. Both the present
Provhet and his father admitted their
inability to make it clear, for several
reasons. = Let us examine. = First, why

- ask the question; why speak of those two
men beine so young in years to oceupy
that vosition? T was older than Joseph
Smith was when he was called of God to
‘do the marvelous work, Yes, dear reader,
older than Joseph Smith, the (then) pres-
ent prophet who saw the vision when he
beecame the president of the church. Jos-
eph 1st was not 25 years old when the
church was organized. Joseph 2nd was

not 28 years old when he was made presi-
dent. R. C. Evans was over 40 years of
age when he was called to the first presi-
deney of the churech. I was older
than many others who had oceupied
that = position. I had a thousand
times’ more experience in church work
than many of them, including both pro-
phets.  For I had been ordained a Priest,
Elder, Seventy and an Apostle. They
had none of these offices before they were
called to the important work. 8o, to
many the very question seemed absurd.
But, worse and more of it. The reason
for calling the two young men was that
before death invaded the presidency, that
is, before the Prophet Joseph should die,
these younger men should be prepdred by
association to be.of assistance to whom-
soever should be chosen upon the emer-
gency which should occur. If language
is a sclence to convey ideas, then this
means that these two young men would
remain in the presidency, learning the
ways.of the Prophet till death should eall
him away. And then these two younger
men would be of assistance, or be the
counsgellors to the person who should be
chosen by the Lord to be the next presi-
dent. 1 have never talked to a man in
the chureh hut has considered that this
position was the best light they could see

. this revelation in, and if that be correct

it proves that Frederick M. Smith is not
the Prophet of the Lord. It was not the
Lord’s wish that he should occupy in his
father’s place, but that when death took
his father away he would be a counsellor
with me to the incoming president. Now,
if the Lord gave that revelation, what are
we to think of one that came years later,
calling Frederick M. Smith -fo bethe
president? Is it unfair to say that if this
revelation is the word of the Liord, that
the time eame when poor old Joseph be-

~mea gstone blind, and almost totally deaf,
and agonizing under a complication of
Adiseases, that a strong, two-hundred-and-
thirty-pound man had an influence over
this blind, deaf and now childish father
to make arrangements for his son to take
his father’s place as president of the
~hureh? If that great bie son could drop
into my home and read the letters I have
received this week on that matter, he
would know that I am not the only per-
gon in the world that believes that he has
no richt to the presidency of the church,
and T am satisfied that many will grow
bold enough to take that position, though
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it will cost them much sorrow, as it has
me, :

There is another point in this vision
that troubles my people. James Caffall,
of the Apostles, was seen sitting with the
evangelical ministers. ‘This never came
to pass. Caffall never believed the reve-
lation, but left the Twelve and died a
disappointed man.

Section ‘127 contains a lengthy revela-
- tion. eoncerning the building of a church
sanitorium for sick folk. Joseph Luff,
one of the most brilliant apostles of the
church, had given some attention to the

study of medicine, and the Liord is sup-

posed to have said that the said Joseph
Luaff should “‘be associated with this san-
itarium as a medical director and physi-
cian to the church and be put in charge
—and this my servant, Joseph Luff, may
do and retain and exercise his apostle-
ship.”’

I may say that in my many years of
assoeiation with the Prophet Joseph
Smith, this was the first time that T had
the eourage to go to him and refuse to
submit to the revelation that he said came
from God. I compared the revelation as
given by Jesus Christ, in defining the
commission of an apostle in the Bible,
““Go ye into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature—and they went
forth and preached the gospel  every-
where, the Liord working with them and
confirming the word with signs follow-
ing.”’—Mark 16, 15-20. And we are told
““He gave them power to heal all man-
ner of sickness and all manner of dis-
ease.”’—Matt. 10.

Now this modern prophet tells us the
apostle could both go into all the world,
preach the gospel and heal the sick, and
stay at home and make pills to heal the
sick in a zanitarium. I felt that the great
gospel apostolie mission was degraded,
and that this revelation was an evidence
of humanity, and at that time devoid of
Divinity. This revelation was given
April 14th, 1906, -

Just - three years later, April 18th,
1909, the Liord, we are asked to helieve,
had so changed His mind upon this mat-
ter that we hear Him say, throueh the
same prophet, “Mv servant Joseph Luff
cannot fulfill the duties of a member of
the quorum of Twelve in actively looking
after and caring for the missionary work
in the field and discharee the duties of

his ealling as a physician, ministering to -

the many seeking his advice and aid with

‘Bishop

safety to himself and others. It is wise,
therefore, that the church release him
from the responsibility of the active
apostleship as a member of the quorum,
that he may act unreservedly in his call-
ing.”’—D, and C., 129, 2.

Shades of Latter Day Saintism. THere
is a clear backdown by the Lord or some-
one else, and worse and more of it, the
most eloquent apostle of the quorum 1is
told to lay aside his holy apostleship in
the sacred quorum of apostles, so that he
can devote his time to the sanitarium.

“The voice of the spirit to me is:
Under conditions which have oeccurred,
it is no longer wise that my servant R. C.
Evans be continued as counsellor in the
presideriey ; therefore, it is expedient that

"he be released from this responsibility

‘and another be chosen to the office. He
has been earnest rad faithful in service
and his reward i; sure.”—D. and C,
129, 1.

The treatment I had received from
some of the Ieading men, together with
several other reasons, which 1 give in
this paper, enabled me to conclude that
it was best for me to tender my resigna-
tion as one of the first presidency, and I
dictated 1t to R. C. Russell, and he wrote
it. T presented it to Joseph Smith. THe
wept and acknowledged that the treat-
ment accorded me was enough to break
the stoutest heart, but urged me not to
insist on handing in my resignation. That
we together would pray that the Lord
would release me. I waited and prayed
and lived a life of perplexity and sorrow,
111l this revelation came, and 1 was then
released. And immediately upon my re-
jeage the Prophet arose and told the econ-
ference that he had received direction
from the Lord to present my name for
ordination as Bishon. The wvresiding
and others testified that they
knew the Lord had so ealled me, and
without one single obiection. even from
those who had hounded me all the time I
wag in the presidency, T was made a
Bishon. .

After my ordination, while waiting for
the train to take me home to Canada:
Joseph ‘Smith came to the station, asked
me if T'saw the angel ordaining me. T said
No. He then informed me that an angel
came down and placed his right hand
mmder his handg and those of Apostle
Kelley and his left hand upon their heads
and remained suspended till the prayer
offered by him was finished. T returned
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home, and soon received a letter from his
son to the same effect, saying that this
was the first angel he had ever seen, Fred-
erick M. Smith and many others have
confirmed this, and it is not denied to this
day by them. So it may now be noted
that if it be true that Joseph Smith was

ordained by an angel and inspired to or-

ganize the chureh, that I, too, have been
ordained by an angel and directed to come
out of the organization that has become
corrupt and organize the Church of Jesus
Christ, of which more may be said later.

The thought that hag bothered me on
the above revelation, granting my release
from the presidency, is this: If God gave
the former revelations showing Frederick
M. Smith and R. C. Evans were to remain
in the presidency, to be counselors to the
one who was to be president, wheén death
should remove Joseph Smith, why wag 1
released. Some will say because you de-
sired it, Perhaps that is a good answer.
But the query is, I desired it because of
the treatment I had and was receiving, If
it be true, as stated in the revelation ‘‘He
has been earnest and faithful in service
and his reward is sure,”’ why did not the
Lord sustain me, even though I desired
my release, and put out of the presidency,

and from other offices, those who were the -

main cause of my desiring my release?
Frederick M. Smith "was not only sus-
tained, but in time left the counselorship
and became the President.” While I tried
to aecept his appointment and make the
- best of it, I confess that in watching his
autocracy in almost every movement since
his father went blind, I have nio hesitation
in saying that T do not for one moment
believe that he is a prophet of the Liord,
but a vain autoerat who is, and will con-
tinue to enslave his people until they
throw off his yoke and free themselves.
And if the letters ecoming from every
quarter, from his leading men, are any
guide to future developments, his down-
fall ag a president of the chureh is near
at hand.

. “Thus saith the voice of the spirit: in

order that the Quorum of Twelve may be-

placed in better condition to carry on
the work of the ministry in various fields

of occupation, it is expedient that Elders.

W, H. Kelley, I. N. White and J. W.
Wright be released from the active dutles
of the Apostolic Quorum on aceount of in-
creasing infirmities of age and incapacity

‘from the responsibilities

caused by illness of body, and stand with
their associates among the high priests
and patriarchs of the church for such
special service as may be open to them,
according to wisdom and the call of the
spirit, To fill the vacanecies caused by
the release of these elders from the apos-
tolic quorum, Blder James K. Kelley, Wil-
liam H. Aylor, Paul M, Hanson and J ames
A. Gillen may be chosen as apostles.””’
Two funny things appear here, The

 three men released lived and worked well.

One has passed away, the other two still
here, and J. W. Wright has traveled ex-
tensively and done a great work up to
date. While he was released because of
illness of body and infirmities of age, he
has been a hard worker in many parts of
the United States and ‘Canada up: to this -
hour; and James E., Kelley was sick when

he was called, and has occupied the hos-
pitals and sanatoriums and been sick and
a great expense to the ehurch most of
the time, and has passed away. The
other men all working while he lay

dying, and two of them still living, and.
one of them very active, Did the God

who gave that revelation know that

Brother Wright was going to live and do

. the great work he has accomplished since

his obituary notice was given by revela-
tion, and did he know that James E.
Kelley was to live in the sanatoriums for
the sick and die without doing the work
to which he ealled him? Thoungh the Lord
released W. H. Kelley and instructed that
he was to work as a patriarch, he
refused to be ordained a patriarch, and
died.

And now because of lack of time and
space to go into a'more complete examina-..
tion of the revelations given, I draw this
paper to a close by calling attention to the
spiritual manifestation said to have been
given -through the present Prophet, Seer
and Revelator of the Reorganized Church,
this revelation should speak volumes for
or against his prophetic calling. Is-he a
prophet just because his father is said to

. have made such a claim, or has the Lord

called him, and did God give hlm the fol-
lowing revelation?

““The voice of the spirit to me is that
Bishop E. L. Kelley should be released
of Presiding
Bishop, though he may act as traveling
bishop, counseling and advising on the
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law of temporalities in harmony with his
. successor and the Presidency. Liet Benja-

-min R, MeGuire be set apart and ordained
Presiding Bishop of the chureh, and two
of the brethren be set apart as counselors
to him, one to be selected by him and sup-
ported by the conference, the sther to be
Bishop James F. Keir,”’

It is a well-known fact that for years
there has been several attempts to change
the personnel of the Presiding Bishopric.
The Lord is supposed to have stated that
R. C. Evans should be counselor therein.
Again he was approached on the question
as to whether he would stand as the Pre-
siding Bishop. Bishop Kelley’s two. sons
have been called to take positions therein,
and Bishop Blakesley has been advised
different times, it is said, by the spirit to
come forth and occupy. But all of these
men refused to act,

The reader is referred to the first pub-
lication of the above revelation, and what
is, considered a dead give-away upon it,
showing that the new Prophet had no
faith in it himself. The history of it is
recorded in Herald for April 19, 1916, as
given by the Prophet to the general con-

“ference. Space forbids that I give his
statement in full,-but the facts therein re-
lated are as follows: Bishop Blakesley was
looked upon, acecording to the revelations,
ag the coming Presiding Bishop. He was
holding back. Smith now has what ig re-
garded as the revelation calling Brother
MecGuire. Did-be believe it? Did he act
at once as the true Prophet would have
done? Let us see, He hides the revela-
tion in his pocket, telling but few of it,
and makes arrangements to have a meet-
ing in Chicago with Bishop Blakesley and
his wife. So Smith and wife go to Chicago
to meet Blakesley and wife, they four
having a good time in the Windy City,
Smith the while urging Blakesley to ac-
cept the Presiding Bishop’s office, accord-
ing to the revelations already given. He
tells us that his final answer was given
him by Blakesley: ¢“March 29, about 5
o’clock in the afternoon, he gave his final
and positive refusal to accept. the re-
sponsibility. Then came freedom to aect.
I am, therefore, now prepared to say,”” to
say what? Why, as soon as Blakesley
refused he then presents the revelation

that he says God gave him that McGuire
should be the Presiding Bishop, -

If Smith knew that God had given him
the revelation that MeGuire should be the
Presiding Bishop, why did he spend time
and money for himself and wife to go to
Chicago to try and coax Blakesley to take
the position? Why did he not rise in all -
the glory of the prophetic calling and tell
the church: ‘““The Lord has spoken. Bro.
R. B. McGuire has been named as the Pre-
siding Bishop.”” No, he had no word from
God, and everyone else that had-been ap-
proached to take the job refused, and he
had spent the money to meet Blakesley,
and his coaxing failed on him, then he
said, T have it from the Liord that Me-

- (fuire is the man,

There iy another serious mistake that
shows the weakness -of this Smithy reve-
lation; it is a direct contradiction of a
former revelation. A revelation through
his grandfather authorized the Bishop to
choose two counselors D, C. 104, 32. An-
other revelation through his father says:
““The Bishop shall choose two counselors,
D. C. 117, 10. Yet up comes the big boss,
sets aside these two revelations and the
law that has governed the church all
through the years, and he secems to be
afraid that when he gave MeGuire the job
ag Presiding Bishop he might choose some
strong man whom he could not control,
and so to make sure that he would have
the one he wanted, his little revelation
took it out of the hands of the Bishop to
make choice of his counselors, and James
Ir. Keir is forced npon the Bishop ag a
counselor, and he is told the other coun-
selor is to be selected by MeGuire, If the -
big fellow has any more revelations, and
they contradiet the revelations given
throueh . his grandfather and father, it
may hurt the faith of his followers and
the sale of the Doctrine and Covenants.

If there was nothing else but this first
attempt to play the prophet on the part
of Fred Smith, it should be enough to
convinee all that he has no eall from God
to that position, and so that is one of the
many .reasons that I have for believing
that the Lord has not called him to be a
prophet, seer and revelator, and hence
my resignation as a member of the organ-
ization over which he is just about the
whole thmg
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Is Fred M. Smith an Autocrat in the Church?

An autocrat is one whe rules with un-
disputed sway in any company, or rela-
tion; a despot, an absolute ruler, dbusing
unlimited power..—Webster,

1. He appoints his two counselors
to the First Presidency. While the law
requires him to have two counselors, he
has but one, and he directs that ene in
his every movement.

2. He appoints the Twelve Apostles.
By his word he can send them to any
part of the earth, and can drop them
from office.

3. He appoints the Pre51d1ng Bishop,
and while the law says the Presiding
Bishop will choose his two counselors
(D. and C., 104, 32),. yét Smith has
claimed direction to select ome of the
Presiding Bishop’s counselors.

4. He appoints the Standing High
Counsel, and may dismiss any of them by
his word. Yet they, with the Presiding
Bishoprie, are, under the law, the court
appointed in the law to try him in case
of trouble.  dJust think, he has the power
to appoint his own judge and Jury, and
if they do not-submit to his word, they

may be dismissed at once.

5. He decides appeals, and by Hhis
word he can refuse to hear a case when

it is presented to him, thus all must sub-

mit to his word. (D. and C., 99, 14).

6. He is the only man WhO can pel-
form the ordinance of feet washing. He
and he only can do- this work. (D. and
C., 85, 46).

7. He is the only one in all the
church who is to receive revelations to
govern the chureh, and the churech must
be obedient unto .the things which he
claims the Liord gives as revelations and
commandments. (D. and C., 27, 2.)

8. He gives words and command-
ments; the church shall receive them as
if from the mouth of God, if so gates of
hell not prevail. (D, and C, 19, 2.)

9. He assumes the right to drop a
missionary from the field without a
moment’s notice, and has played the
autocrat in this respect many times, J. 1.
Mortimer got married, requested a raise
of allowance from twenty dollars a
month to twenty-five, and  Smith at onece
wrote demanding his certificate of ap-
pointment, and this after Mortimer had
served the church for fourteen. years.
This oceurred in 1917, .

10. He demands that should a poor

soul fall into adultery and make confes-
sion to his or her branch officer, and ob-
tains pardon, yet the written confession
must be placed in his hands, so that he
can hold over the boy or gifl for life, a
secret that places them within his power.
—Gen. Con. Rev., 713.

11, He appomts the
Counsel.

12. He appoints the Stake President
and Bishop.

13. He assumes the right to appoint
branch presidents, and has done so in
some cases. Hamilton has been com-
pelled to submit to his appomtment of
officers for nearly five years.

14. He assumes the right to accept
the statement of a man found guilty of
““wrecking another man’s home, when
both the courts of the church and the Do-
minion has found against the man. Yet he
gives this man the liberties of the church
without his making one word of confes-
sion or apology to the injured husband.
Smith claims this—if the eriminal in the
case makes a settlement satisfactory to
him, that the injured husband has not
right to ask the man whe wrecked his
life to make apology to him. Smith is
greater in this case than the poor, de-
spoiled, broken-hearted husband.

15. He assumes the right to send
men to a branch reunion, to be fed and
housed without the consent or approval
of those who have to provide for them.
He claimed that right in the case of Cur-
tise in the Toronto branch reuniomn.

16. He has obtained control of what
is called the co-ordinating committee, in
which he has secured to himself almost
unlimited power,; in the selection of “offi-
cers of ‘the different auxiliaries to the
church. By making these ‘‘auxiliaries to
the church’ “‘departments of the church”
he has given church privileges to those
holding membership in those auxiliaries,
who are not members of the church.

17. He appoints the Superintendent
of the Sunday School, in all the world.

18. He appoints the President of the
Religio Society, in all the world.

19. He appoints the President of the
Woman’s Auxiliary, in all the world.

20. He apooints the President of the
Graceland College.

21. He appoints the President of the
Department of Publieation, thus has his

Stake High
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" power over all the church literature pub-
ushed by it. ’

22. He appoints the Presidents of all
the sanitariums and children’s and old
folks’ homes.

23, He claims the rloht with his
committee to appoint all the subordinate
officers of all these departments, and
when it was thought wise to elect these
officers, for the current years, in the reg-
ular way, there slipped in the President’s
hand again, and it was passed that they
be appointed or elected subject to his
approval.

24. He has it arranged so that the
grand conventions held by the Sunday
School;, Religio and Woman’s Auxiliary
in the past must be abandoned, only as it

is his pleasure to permit them to meet at

a time some day during the general con-
ference.

25. He appoints the meetings of the
quorums of the general conference.

26. He appoints the character of all
general conference meetings.

27. He makes out the program of all
who preach and lead prayer meetings
during the genral conference.

28, He selects the subjects for ‘the
preachers to preach during conference.

29. He calls them to conference to
preach on his selected subject, and if
they happen to displease him he breaks
all promises and agreements and humili-
ates the preacher by never asking him
either to preach, pray or even pronounce
the benediction during the entire confer-
ence.

30. He makes arrangements so that
the directing heads of the Sunday School,
Religio, Woman’s Auxiliary, College,
Sanitarium and homes shall be compelled
to make reports to him at such times as
he shall determine, and even the subor-
dinate officers-of all these departments
are to make report to him should he
deem it necessary. When debating this
question on the floor of the conference
last April, one of the strong men of the
church, Patriarch. J. W. Wright, once one
of the most brilliant Apostles of the
church, denounced the way the church
was being led into error, and made the
following statement in regard to this
guestion under conmderatmn “True co-

ordination should be hailed by all that

principle that brings into existence that
unity of correspondence that aims at a
co-existence with God. A co-ordination
that seeks to invade the rights of the peo-

ple ‘and by its terms exalts the preroga-
tives of any above the rights of their true
place and calling is not alone harmful to
the body as a whole, but to. the one it
‘‘exalts,”” as the committee’s report on
co-ordination exalte the privileges of the
presidency of the church above their
legal rights, and at the same time re-
moves the inherent right of the people to
exercise the initiative. I am opposed to
1t .

This item from the stinging speech is
reported in the Ilerald, April- 24, 1913,
page 412.

31. He demands that every mission-

~ary make a report to him every week of

the year, and then the worst of this item
is, they must not only report their own
work, but play the spy and be guilty of
the crime of espionage in tattling what
other men say and do, thus causing a
kind of a Danite band, with every man a
spy on his brother.

82. He requires the president of
every distriet to report direct to him.

33. "He requires the president of
every branch to report direct to him.

34. He appoints a church architect,
who under his directions shall be his as-
sistant in the selection of church sites

~and church erections in all the world,

and -all branches are told to notify the
said architect before they make a move
in these directions.

35. He claims the right to pass upon
every book or pamphlet written by the
people of the church before it is pub-
lished. .

36. He claims the right to send one,
two or a dozen men across the continent
to comply with his wishes; to the reckless
expenditure of money.

37. He claims the rloht to spend
money lavishly upon hlmself and family
without any power to stop him, and as a
spendthrift has met with the denunela
tion of the Presiding Bishopric and the
Order of Bishops this year as in past
years. Yet all admit they have no way
of stopping his vast waste of money, and
we are asked to pray for his conversion
before the church is brought to ruin.

38. He finds the chureh historian
does not agree with him, and at once puts
in motion the power to release him and
appoint another,

39. He claims the right to set aside
a eourt verdict and appoints some of his
apostles to hear the case. They find a
verdiet that displeases him. He at once
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sets them aside and orders a person who
has not had a fair hearing cut off the
church. - When the matter-is to be dis-
cussed by certain quorums, he will not
permit the lawyer on the other side to
enter the place of meeting while he makes
his speech. The mformatlon in this case
I received from one of the Apostles on
the case, and from the High Priest,
“ barred out because he was the ]avvyer
(R. C.).

40. He has had the rules of the
church so changed that he now has power
to silence a minister, called of God, and
refuse him the right to preach, and that
without even giving a reason for his
action. Rule 604 was rescinded by his
request to give him this unlimited power.
And his claim now is that a man mnay be
silenced without any charges being pre-
ferred against him. Tack of ability to
represent the church is one reason why
he could be silenced. Gen. Con. Res.
Her., April 18th, 1917, page 365.

Much of this I know to be true. Some
of it I have received from his “Apostles
and others, and in closing this part of
the paper will say that all who will just
wateh his movements will see that every
move made in the last few years is made
to give him extra power over the people,
and hundreds of letters now in my pos-
gession show that the people are groan-
ing under his yoke. -

It ‘may be suggested by some that he
doesn’t appoint all these officials, but
only nominates them. Yes, but who dare
reject his choice? Again it may be said
that it is the Lord appoints some of them
and but uses him ‘as his mouthpiece. We
have reached the day that we cannot be-
lHeve that God had only one person in
the world through whom he will speak.
The church has the pleasure of receiving
the promise of the Holy Ghost. But if it
reveals anything to- them it doesn’t
amount to anything, for Smith is the only -
one to receive revelations to the church.
—D. and C., 43.

My Resignation to the First Presidency of the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

It has been stated that for years I
. have been dissatisfied with many things
in the ¢hurch, and that several have seen
that it was'but-a question of time when I
would withdraw from it, ‘and that this is
true I have no disposition to deny.

Some years ago 1 saw and read some
things that mused me to talk with my
w 1fe, and I had about decided to resign
from the missionary work when I was
called and ordained to be an apostle. I
- then coneluded, as the Lord had spoken,

(for. I believed the revelation to be frue,
as given through the Prophet), and 1
tried to remove my stumbling bloeks and
T worked to the limit of my ability.

I saw and heard and read much that
I could neither understand nor indorse,
and at times I talked to Joseph Smith
~and some few others about those things.
1 was silenced, but not convinced.

Then I was called to the First Presi-
denecy, and believing the ecall; T worked
“wifh' all the strength of mmd and body
at my command. But at  times these
revelations that T could not indorse, and
the conduect of some of the leaders, al-
most sent me frantie. T knew that the
Lord had blessed me, and 1 labored to
put the troubles  aside. But thev grew
darker and more numerous, and then I

received the instruetions that led to my
tendering my resignation as one of .the
Hirst Presidency. 1 presented it verbally
to Joseph Smith. He wept over me and
begged me not to insist, to wait till the
Liord would speak. I did so. But in time
1 could stand it wo longer and so dictated
my resignation, and Clark Russell, now
one of the Apostles, wrote it. And I
again presented my resignation to Joseph
Smith. He eried like a child, for I be-.
lieve he loved me, and T loved him dear-
ly. He requested me to defer till the
Lord wounld grant me a release, and I
did so. And near the close of the con-
ference the release was granted, and it
shows that I was justified in my course,
for in closing the paragraph in which I
am released the Lord is supposed to say:
‘‘He has been earnest and faithful in ser-
viee and his reward is sure,”’—D, and C.,
129, 1. ‘

To the First Presidency and general
conference greeting: Soon after T was
placed in the First Presidency of the
church it was thought wise that I pur:
chase property in Independence, Mo,
with the idea that I locate there with the
other members of the Presidency in the
near future.

I was the first of the Presidency to
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purchase land in Independence, and was
as anxlous as anyomne that the way would
-soon. open to build and lotate there.
While this plan was uppermost in my
mind there appeared unto me a messenger
from the Liord that need not be fully re-
lated here. Suffice it to say that part of
the message contained the information
that it was not the will of the Lord that
I should locate at Independence, - This
was, to say the least, a great disappoint-
ment to me, but following the instruction
I continued to perform my part as one of

the First Presidency and also President -

of the Canada Mission.

In February, 1908; while walking on

the street in the city of Toronto, Canada,
I was commanded by an audible voice
~ which said unto me, ‘“Go in and purchase
this property:”’ The command came the
second time, whereupon I obeyed the
voice and as a result purchased the prop-
erty referred to, and as another and
greater said, ‘“‘Having obeyed the heaven-
ly vision, I conferred not with flesh and
blood,”” but at onece took steps which led
to the erection of a new home in Toronto.

I informed the President and Bishop
both by letter and again upon my arrival
at Independence, that according to the
instructions given me, I was erecting my
new home in Toronto, and at the same
time I again informed them that it had
been revealed to me that my work lay

outside the First Presidency and would

be performed in the Dominion of Clanada.
I then stated my willingness and desire
to be relieved of the double burden as one
of the First Presidency and the Mission-
ary in Charge of Canada. When nearing
the close of the last general eonference
it was decided to grant my request in
part in that T was relieved of acting as
Minister in Charge of the Canada Mis-
gion, but it was thought wise for me to
retain my position as one of the First
D“O%ldenuv a little longer, which position

I have continued to occupy until the pres-.

ent time. ) . :

I may here add that the Bishop of the
chyreh at that time informed me. that the
nresentments that had been oiven to me
referrine fo the class of my future work
i~ (lanada had also heen revealed to him.
e <+l affirms that T am  ealled and
shonid ba nromerly placed in the position
indieated in the presentments as given to

him. I am free to confess that the spir-
itual impressions from the first present-
ments given me touching this matter to
this hour confirms me in the position that
I should tender my resignation at this
time as one of the First Presideney. 1
therefore request you to accept of this
as my resignation from said office.

In conclusion permit me to say that
while some may think that I am descend-
ing the ladder of power and position, I
care nothing for these things. My sole
desire has been, and is now, to occupy
where the Lord directs, believing that in
50 doing there I ean accomplish the most
good to my fellow men, which will of
course culminate in the glory of God. For
many years this has been my highest am-
bition, and I trust that it shall continue
to be until my work ow earth shall have
heen accomplished. = Your. brother,

(Sgd.) R. C. Evans.

Lamoni, Towa, April 13th, 1909.

The same day I was ordained a bishop,
ag stated in former part of this work, I
again tried hard to push from my mind
those things that had disturbed me, the
revelations that I could not endorse, and
the conduct of some of the leaders. At
times I was happy in my work, but often
I spent the -whole night agonizing over
conditions. I knew the gospel was true.
To speak was to, perhaps, destroy the faith
of thousands. I knew that many others
were in similar conditions to myself, and
T'tried to be patient and silent. - I was not
always successful, and as a result T called
down upon me the guspicion of some of the
leaders, and soon I reached the condition
that it would he best for me-to tender my
resignation as Bishop of Canada. T talked
to the Presiding Bishop about it, and he,
after much talk, said if T still continued of
that mind he Would accept my resignation
as Bishop of Canada, but requested that T
still aet as Bishop of Toronto distriet.
After T had received my appointment as

" Bishop of Canada for the year, T at once

made arrangements with my agents in the
different parts of the country, giving them
ingtructions for the year, and then wrote
my resignation.to the Presiding Bishop,
which was accepted by him, and he ap-
pointed me to act as Brhop of Toronto
distriet.
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Bishop Evans Resigns as Bishop of Canada -

Matters went on from bad to worse.
The Bishops discussed the matter ‘of the
Order of Enoch, The general authorities
were determined to force the old order of
things upon the people that brought pov-
erty and ruin upon the church in Kirt-
land, Ohio; Independence, Mo.; Far West
and Nauvoo, in the old chureh; when
thousands gave their all, and not only lost
their money and other property, but their
faith, I could not stand for it, and so I

decided to write my resignation ag Bishop -

_of Toronto District and devote my life to
the work of God in Toronto. I wrote the
following resignation under date of April
30, 1918, but was persuaded not to send
it till after President Smith and the Pre-
siding Bighop came to Toronto. It speaks
for itself:

51 Ozark Crescent, Toronto, Ont.,

April 30, 1918.

Bishop B. R. McGuire, Independence, Mo.:

Dear Brother,—For some years I have
seen and read some things in connection
with the church that I could not endorse.
This was the main reason for my having
written my resignation as one of the First
Presidency of the church, But when I
presented my resignation to President
Joseph-Smith he begged of me in tears not
to present. it to the. conference, and to
wait till the Lord released me.

I did so, and the Lord in merey re-
leased me, and gave to me an encomium,
conferred upon but few men in the reve-
lations given to any man in the church
retiring from office, saying: ‘‘He has
been earnest and faithful in service and
hig reward is sure.”’ Thus making it plain,
if the Lord-gave. that revelation. to the
_ Prophet of the church, that the reasons
for my going out of the First Presidency
of the chureh was no fault of mine, and
that he still considered me’ faithful to
him and the truth that I had preached
for many years.

I accepted the ordination to the
Bishop’s office, because of the present-
ments made to the Prophet, the Presiding
Bishop, and others, and tried hard to do
my work., .

But through the years, T have met with
opposition -on the part of some of the
Jeaders, and my life has been one long sor-
row, and now that the President of the
church and yourself, and others, have
taken positions on stewardship, eonsecra-
tion, surplus, that I consider dangerous to

- home.

the libertieg of the people, and an abridge-
ment of their God-given rights and liber-
ties, guaranteed to them ‘under the laws
of the land and the laws of God, I cannot
longer sit in silence and see the people
hoodwinked and robbed, so that some may
live in comfort and luxury and splendor.
Under these conditions . the people . gave
their all in Kirtland, Independence,, Far
West, and Nauvoo, and the leaders became
rich, and the masses were so oppressed
that they lost faith in, and by the thous-
ands they left the chureh and became sub-
jeet to all mannerof slander and persecu-
tion. )

I muy call down upon me the same
treatment, But in the face of all that has
come to me, I cannot ask the Saints to
hand over their property to men who show
that some of their followers have been so
wrought upon by them as to live on six
and one-half cents per meal, and some less,
while your leader, the President of:the
chureh, is spending several thousands of
dollars every year to live in splendor and
extravagance, Why should one man re-
ceive twenty dollarg per month to keep
his home and Fred Smith receive over five
thousand dollars per year. I cannot preach
to the people that it is their-duty to give
their property to the chureh so that such
men may live in splendor. And so for these
and other reasons I hereby tender vou
my resignation as Bishop of Toronto dis-
triet, and also refuse to accept longer the
twenty-five dollars per month to keep my.
Yours sincerely, .
R. C. EVANS.

On this date I stopped my wife’s al-
lowance from the general church, which
amounted to twenty-five dollars vper
month. (See my finanecial statement else-
where.) )

TROUBLE WITH PRESIDENT SMITH.,

The perfidy of the Prophet, F. M.
Smith, may be briefly. referred to in the
following brief sketeh of a long history of
unspeakable things that have occurred
through the years. He had grown sus-
picious of me and had ever been jealous
of my standing from the day his father
chose to ordain me to the First Presidency.
and have him ordained by another man.
He exposed himself at the time, and his
father had to quiet him. He well knew
that T had little faith in his work and that
we had written many letters over his un-
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godly methods, e at last, when put in a
corner, promised if I would come to con-
ference this year he would have me preach
on a special subject selected by him, and
we would get together all alene in his of-
fice and would soon settle our troubles
that seemed impossible to settle by letter.
I tried to believe that he would be fair
with me, and went to conference. What
was the result. The first day of confer-
ence he insulted our country by making
reference to the United ‘States and the war
but not saying one-word of the hundreds
of Canadian Saints who had been fighting
in the trenches for three years before the
Saints of the United ‘States had fired a
shot. I thought he should have mentioned

them in his opening speech, when he took

occasion to manifest his American egotism,
He called me down for my little speech,
and one of his apostles told me, at the
close of the meeting, that if I spoke again
in that conference I would be dragged up
the street and mobbed and made to kiss
the Stars and 'Stripes, I told him I might
be mobbed, but as to kissing the flag,
that would never be. I had no disrespect
for their flag, but many who should be
fighting in France were only waving the
pretty flag on American gtreets. I am
glad that the United States has taken a
stand for ecivilization, and rejoice in the
great work she is doing to win the great
war, but that she was slow in coming in
has been admitted by many of her best
mern. ’

Well, Smith, who called me to preach
at the conference, never asked me to
preach, pray, open a meeting or pro-
nounce a benediction during that long
conference. -Many people came to me,
and manv went to him, but he purposed
to humiliate me; T who had preached
more during the general conferences, yes,
ten times more than any man hvmrf mus‘r
now, to satisfy the spite of Pres1dent
Smith, remain silent all through the con-
ference. Then the promise to talk over
‘the matters that we had written about;
he never gave me one minute alone with
him to talk over the troubles. Thus were
two sacred promises made by the Prophet.
ruthlessly broken. All he did was to call

me before him in the presence of another .

. and tell me that he was coming to To-
ronto and would settle matters then. ;

He came to Toronto, bringing with
him Bishop MeGuire of Independence,
Mo., and Apostle J. W. Ruston, of Cali-
fornia. He also had Patriarch Pitt and

his wife come. -These were followed by
Apostle Russell, and the Prophet’s wife,
and then followed High Priest J. W. Wil-
liams. The best talent of the church was
thus called into play to meet poor me, and
what has been done by pen and volce
since then by them will not be very
pleasant to meet when ‘‘the books are
opened.’’

I at once wrote Smith a letter signed

by my two counselors and the president

of the branch, asking that we have the
privilege of gettmw to work at once and
save trouble.

COPY OF LETTER SIGNED BY
R. C. EVANS, A F. McLEAN
AND A. E. GRAY,.

51 Ozark Crescent,
Toronto, Ont,, May 17, 1918.
President Frederick M. Smith,
Toronto, Ont.

Dear Brother,—Under present condi-
tions it is thought in order to save un-
speakable sorrow and prevent irreparable
misery and disconsolation to thousands,
that we should take this method of ap-
proaching you before you start your
work in this ecity.

The priesthood and membership of
Toronto branch have, after careful con-
sideration and examination of the meth-

“ods you have adopted and positions you

have taken, as also aetions that we have
been authoritatively informed that you
were about to take regarding the work
performed in the past and that which is
sought to be acecomplished here by us, de-
cided not to submit to your rulings and

- methods.

First: We as a branch have, and do
now claim, the right to elect our presid-
ing Elder, Priest, Teacher and Deacon,
and shall not permit anyone to assume
the right to place officers in this branch.
We have always taken this position and
believe we are sustained in it both by the
revelations given to the churech and the
rules adopted by the church.—D. and C,,
120. 2; R. O. O.. page 3.

Second: We as a branch claim the
right to decide who will do the preaching,
and have made our decision and recon-
firmed it several fimes, and will not sub-
mit to any man who atfempts to take that
richt from us. You have alreadv heen
advized of this position, and we will abide
by this decision regardless of econse-
anences. We helieve that we have manv’
good reasons for taking this stand. and
any attempt to compel us to submit to an
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order changing it will be met with a re-
fusal that cannot help but cause sorrow.

Third: The labor and money expended
to place Bishop R. C. Evans before the
Toronto people have been so immense,
and his standing before the people, both
in the city and surrounding country, is
such that we cannot look with favor upon
any move that would take him away or
change his methods, that have been so
successful. That there are other great
men in the churech we readily admit, but
if they are to labor in Canada, which we
hope they will, there  are many ecities,
towns, villages and hundreds of country
school houses where there has never gone
a printed sermon nor a living servant of
God to warn them of the wrath to ecome
and preach to them the gospel. TLet them
be sent to those places, and if the attempt
is made to send them here to interrupt
the work the Bishop has in hand, we will
resent it. If the threat to do this is ear-
ried out, we call God to witness that the
sorrow and desolation that shall follow
will be upon the heads of those who per-
'sisted in making the change.

Fourth:  We resent the methods of
espionage that have been employed in
regard to the work and words of Bishop
Evans and other members of the branch,
+ and-believe it should be abandoned. Al-
ready  it--has -produced fruit. that -has
“brought division and sorrow, and if eon-
tinued will result in great loss to the
church, Bishop Hvans has ever been
willing to make his proper reports, and
the branch officer is and has been willing
to make his report, and we see no need
of the selection of spies in this and other
cities to report our work. That this has
and is being done we have much proof.

Fifth:  We believe that when a per:
son, be they male or female, is baptized
and confirmed aecording to the law of
Christ, that they are promised the gift
of the Holy Ghost and ‘are entitled to the
gifts of the Spirit. When a revelation is
given through them we helieve it is the
right of the people to ‘‘prove all things,’’
hence pass judgment ‘‘try the Spirits.”’
To take away the privilege of the people
and sav they must not pass judgment
upon that which purports to be a revela-
tion from God, we believe to be an
abridgement of our rights. The Bible is
clear in this, ‘“‘Let the prophets speak
two or three; let the others judge.”” It is
- said to be our right, and-when we ‘‘come
togethér evervone of you hath a Psalm,
hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a

revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all
things be done unto editying.’”” Here we
think is a very good description of our
prayer meeting, and it is clearly revealed
that the people should be edified, and af-
ter judging have the right to say ‘‘amen’’
or to testify concerning the gifts. "~We
are told that ‘‘amen’’ means to sanction,
to ratify, that it is* an expression of
affirmation, and the Lord tells us that it
is the right of the people to ‘‘say amen,”’
so we have decided to affirm our right,
10t only to enjoy these God-given bless-
ings, but to pass judgment upon them,
aird that judgment may be expressed in
testimony or by vote, and as the laws
give us the right to pass judgment, that
cléarly affirms our position; to try and
determine upon the truthfulness of a
revelation. This you have denied to us,
and we just say, as mildly as we can, we
will not submit to such-ruling.

Again, when revelations have been
given here, in .which some have been
called to the ministry, the facts have been
reported to you, and a true history re-
lated, and you have taken the position,
and we are informed that it was not only
vour own deeision, but that the Twelve
Apostles helped to make it, that we did
wrong in taking a vote on the spiritual
manifestations that were given at Low
Banks and Toronto. The revelations re-
ferred to, at least one of them, of which
vou were fully informed, and the law
referred to, which we thought sustained
us in the right to take a vote, your reply
says: ‘1 have decided to request you, as
preqldent of the Toronto branch, to chs—
continue the custom of taking any kind of
vote on manifestations that might be
given in the soeclal or other services.”
You further say: ‘“The determining of
the opinion of the body by raising or lift-
ing the hand is, of course, taking a vote,
whether motion has been made or whether
the question has been stated by the chair.
This question contains great potential
danger, is not sanctioned -in the law of
the chureh. You will, therefore, please
diseontinue this custom as being inimical
to the best interests of the church.”’

The president presented this singular
order to the priesthood and they, with
one accord, refused to abide your order.
He then presented it to the body, and
they, by a very large vote, refused to be
80 depnved of their rights and you were

- 80 notified.

We regard this action an assumption
of power unknown in the law, and Is int
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direct contradiction of the revelations of
e churen, and the custom of the chureh
Ior eighpy years, aid to the rules made
by the enurch, and so-we have refused to
be so controlled, and both the priesthood
and people have, upon my etfort to pre-
sent your staements made to me, again
retused to withdraw_ what has - been
termed their rank rebellion.

T'he position of the church has been

that those called to the priesthood should
not be ordained until a vote was called by
the branch of which they were members.
—D. and C., 17, 16.

Sixth: Your position, taken in priest-

hood meeting this year at generai—con-
rerence and elsewhere, against women
navmg‘revelauons, calling men to the
prieschood, and that no traveling minis-
ver should have a revelation calting men
10 tae priesdiood til arter they have
talked to the branch and distriet presi-
dgeug about 1t; and that the ordination
siiould not be from the call, but because
of the action of the branch and distriet
preswdent, all sounds strange to us. We
nave always thought that if one was
dying of thirst that it would matter little
to one as to whether the life-giving water
was brought to him in a silver or gold
cup; he needs the water; so when a reve-
lauon 1s given the main point is, is it
truey Was it imparted through the in-
aividual from God? This is to be deter-
mined by the branch and district presi-
dents and the vete of the people. And
as women have the promise of the Holy
Ghost, and the Bible and other sacred
revelations show that at times women
_have given the revelation of the Lord to
his people; even in the case of the coming
of the Prophet to the reorganization was
revealed to the joy of some of the strong-
est men of the church through a little
girl speaking the wonderful words of
hope through the gift of tongues, and the
revelations of the Lord show that a
traveling Elder may under ecertain cir-
cumstances, ordain without a vote  or
calling upon ‘others. We think in these
things you have erred, and to attempt to
force these rulings upon us is unjust,
Seventh: We have been informed
that you, with your counsels, have de-
cided to divide this branch into several
branches. This movement we regard as
fatal to our work here under present

conditions; and the great and overwhelm--

in¢ majority of the branch will not sub-
mit to it. . We have many reasons which
we think are good, for refusing to submit

o this proposed action. Iven those
whon you tRink are your firm supporters
nere -have declared this to be a deati
gnell to the work here, and have signed
ihelr names to a long protest agalnst it.
you will dountless secure some 1nterest-
e ones on your side of this question, but
e fosts or the people will not stand for
it, and to attempt to do it will be disas-
trous to the work in this city.

Hight: You have taken the position
that no branch ean purchase a church
site or erect a chureh without the per-
mission -of certain persons outside of
Canada. They are to decide: first, whe-
ther we need a church; second, they de-
cide as to where the site will be; and
third, what kind of a church we shall
have. ’'i'nat we must not take up money
for the purpose of purchasing a new site
for a church. This, also, we regard as an
assumption of power and an effort to take
our rights from us. We believe that the
people of this eity, knowing the city and
the interests of the church therein, are
the proper ones to decide where. the
church should be built. We have always
exercised that right, and it has ‘worked
well in Canada.

We also think we ought to know
about what size and kind of a church we
should build in this eity. We think we
know more about the needs of this city
than those who never even saw it, or
others who have been in it for a few
hours. If this sounds in any way egotis-
tical on the part of the brameh in To-
ronto, who should know the city and its
needs, and their resources, what would
vou say of the egotism exhibited on the
part of those who know absolutely noth-
ing about the city?

You have arrived in our city, as we
have reasons to believe, to try and bring
about these conditions to which we ob-
jeet, and we, upon consultation with
others, thought that it would be well to
mention these things to vou to save trou-
ble, which will surely oceur if you try to
force them wupon us. You will cauge
irouble that will cause both yourself and
us sorrow, and make a hreach in the
church that may never be repaired. So,
in all kindness we have written this let-
ter. We have no hesitation in saying
that God has never eonferred priesthood
to any man by which he may be an arbi-
trary ruler and dictator. Christianity re:
quites us to examine everything, no mat-
ter by whom held, or by what council
ordained. We are not required to receive
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any opinlon until we are convinced that-

it is true, and we hold ourselves ready to
answer to God. If we reject a measure
that man seeks to impose upon us which
is contrary to law, in so doing we are not
rebelling against authority, for God has
not conferred the authority upon any
man to make rules that are contrary to
his law, and we are told by Joseph Smith
that-the man who-attempts-to-do. such
things that it will be ‘““amen’ to that
man’s priesthood, or to his authority.

Never were nobler words written than
these words, which have charmed and
thrilled the world: ““All men are created
equal.””  The church of Christ is a
democracy and the autocrat never had a
standing before God and never-will. Jos-
eph Smith said: ‘‘Hgqual rights and priv-
ileges is my motto, and one man is as
good as another, if he behaves as well,
and that all men should be esteemed alike
without regard to distinction of an offi-
cial nature.”’ )

It is because of our'love for the work
of the Lord that we write this letter, and
hope that you will receive it in the spirit
in which it is written, Yours sincerely,

R. C. Evans,
A, F. McLean,
A. E. Gray.

T bear witness that this is a correct

copy of the original, which we signed,
and which was given to President F. M.
Smith. (Sgd.) A. E. Gray.

In place of calling the body. together
to answer this letter, and discuss the. mat-
ters. complained of, he tried before - the
priesthood to deny that he wrote the let-
ters on refusing to permit the people to
vote - onspiritual ~manifestations. . His
letters will follow in this work. He, with
Apostle Rushton, denied that the joint
counsel ever discussed the conditions in
Toronto as complained of, yet admitted
it after in Herald of June 19th, Russell
came to take the blame of discussing with
me the dividing of the branch and said
the cotnsel had not discussed it... We
have his letters on the matter and evi-
dence from several others that this was
their intention. That they did not divide
the branch is because the people by hun-
dreds have left the church, under. the
leadership of Bishop Evans. Rushton’s
last sermon. had but eighty-seven people
to listen to it.- Seventy-five per cent-of
the peovle are with Bishop Evans. Near-
Iv a thousand people listened to the
Bishop Sunday night; about two hundred

heard Elder Williams in the old ehurch.

In place of meeting this letter before
the people, he chose to visit around, hold-
ing the matter over for a long time till he
could see every man and woman that he
could influence against me, and then he
started with his helpers to visit and talk
to the people. In private and publie
preaching he and his helpers assailed me.
1 got a chance to preach one sermon, in
which I so exposed him that he decided
then that would be my last chance
in that pulpit; and when a motion was
introduced asking that I preach Sunday
night he would not permit the motion to
go before the house (more of this later).
He called priesthood meetings, at which I
made attempts to reply to his false and
contradictory statements, and in one
speech I was interrupted seven . times.
Then he had the impudence to write to
his paper (where he has forbidden the
editoy to print my reply) that in that
meeting I ““spoke sixteen or seventeen -
times.” My reply to this whopper is
just this: The meeting opened at 8:25
p.m. and closed at 10:10 p.m. All the
people who ever heard me speak, either
in Canada, the United States, England or
Scotland, will be glad to know that R. C.
Evans can make seventeen speeches in
about an hour and thirty-five minutes.
The truth is that Smith occupied most of
the time, and when I tried to reply to
him I was interrupted = by  President
Smith, Apostle Rushton, Patriarch Pitt,
Elder J. T. Whitehead, Elder Robert
Whitehead. Elder James Wilson and El-
der Fred Long. Then short ‘statements
were made in my favor by Elders Me-
Lean, Crowley, Gray and Bennett.  All
these speeches were made in about one
hour and thirtv minutes.  Who will be-
lieve that R. C. Evans made seventeen
speeches in that time, outside of all these
speakers? All T have to say is, if God
was not more merciful now that he was
when Ananias and Sophira were killed
for perambulating around the suburbs of
veracity, and economizine the truth, in
Bible times (Aects 5, 1-11), there would
be a little grave yard started in Ziom, -
and the church would be wearine crepe
for a prominent official. It is guite evi-
dent that some. people are muddled be-
tween a prophet, seer and revelator and
a bunglineg prevaricator.

When T left that meeting T was heart-
broken. T went home and after a. sleeo-
less night arose, started at work in my
office, when the Spirit of the Lord ecame
unon me and the following took place:
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ES

A Spiritual’~Manifestation given to Bishop R. C. Evans,
in Toronto, Ontario, June 3rd, 1918

The trouble through which we were .

passing in the church had . caused . me

much loss of sleep for several nights. 1

had fasted snd prayed much, and had
felt that the Bpirit of the Lord was lead-
ing me in the way that I should go.

About 10 o’clock Monday morning,
June 3, 1 felt impressed to leave my
library and seek the Lord in prayer in
my bedroom.
while engaged in prayer I felt the Spirit
of the Lord come uron me, and I prayed
tervently. As I prayed I saw a light re-
flected upon a large mirror across the bed
on the other side of the room ; the light in-
creased until it flooded the room with a
resplendent brilliancy, that to me is in-
describable. I turned my face toward
the foot of the bed and there surrounded
in glory as white as the sunbeams, T be-
held a personage. He stood with His
arms outstretched toward me, and just
below his elbows his arms touched the
rail of the brass bedstead.

I extended my hands in a pleading
attitude, when he .smiled upon me a
sweet and beautiful expression came over
his face, and I felt that he was a messen-
ger from the Lord. I was wrapped in the
glory that filled the room, and I remained
in a kneeling posture till he departed
from the room. o

I was the first to speak and I said:
““Unworthy as I am to speak to such as
thou;-yet I beseech thee, permit my great
need to eome before thee, and because of
this T pray thee, please impart to me the

will of the Liord concerning me at this

time.””

- Whereupon the messenger said: ‘‘The
leaders of the Reorganized Church are
teaching many things that are not in har-
mony with the will of the Lord. It is
the will of the Lord that you present
your resignation to Frederick M. Smith
tonight, and thus sever your connection
with that organization.

“Bid the people to fear not to with-
draw from that organization, for in many
things the leaders have corrupted them-
selves before God; they have placed their
trust in the arm of flesh and are seeking
to walk aceording to the wisdom of this
world and to conform to the spirit of this
world. . The honest in heart have not
been deprived of the spirit, yet many of

I knelt beside the bed and

them are praying for deliverance from
the bondage -into which their leaders
have-led them; many are now discour-
aged, but wher they hear the message
that will go forth from thee, they shall
rejoice and throw off the yoke of bond-
age and come forth and perform the
work that God has designed shall be
accomplished before the coming of the
Lord. : - o

““I am sent to bid thee be of good
cheer, for thou art beloved of the Lord
and he has watched over theé and led
thee to this place. I am he that was sent
by the Lord to ordain thee a Bishop, and .
for this reason, that none may doubt the
authority by which thou shalt perform
the great work of the Lord.”’

And now I am commissioned to com-
mand you to organize the Thurch of
Jesus Christ, so that those who have and
may receive the voice of the Good Shep-
herd may be safely cared for within his
fold, and by reason of the church organ-
ization shall be of assistance to each
other. .

Remember, that no man receiveth
priesthood or salvation from a church or-
ganization ; this is but a means in which
the people may be instructed in the things
of God, and a place wherein those who
love God may meet together to partake of
the saerament of the Liord’s Supper and
to hear the word of God expounded, and
sing praiseg to Him., '

It is written: ‘“A man can receive
nothing exeept it be given him from
Heaven.”” Even Jesus glorified not Him-
self to be made an High Priest, but was
called of God an High Priest after the or-
der of Melchisedee. And again it is writ-
ten: ‘“‘No man taketh this honor unto him-
self but he that iy called of God as was
Aaron,’’ therefore it is the Lord who con-
fers priesthood, and because of this, .the
organization gives the right to represent
the church upon the earth. Know then, as
the Lord only ean confer priesthood, that
no man or church organization can take
priesthood from the man thus called and
endowed by God, Even so, upon faith and

_ repentance a man ig baptized for the re-

mission of sins; no man forgiveth sins, but
God only; and man, being born of water
and of the spirit, is born from above and
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becomes a child of God, being translated
from the kingdom of darkness into the
kingdom of light, and is made heir to the
promises of God. Thig has been accom-
plished when there was no church crgani-
zation upon the earth. Remember that ye
were baptized into Christ, and not into a
church, in-this way ye put on Christ; and
6 it hath been written:‘‘As many of you
as have been baptized into Christ, have
put on Christ.”” Again it is written: ‘“So
many of us as were baptized -into Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death,
therefore we are buried with Him by
baptism into- death, that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the glory
of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.” ‘ ‘

If ye shall walk in all humility before
the Lord, He will reveal unto thee those
things which shall be a blessing to human-
ity, and the great promises made to thee
in the past shall all be fulfilled.

The Messenger passed away, and I
found myself still upon my knees at the
gide of the bed. o ‘

1 arose, wrote my resignation, then
called my wife into the library and read
it to her. She looked straight into my
eyes, her face pale and her eyes filled with
tears, when she calmly said: ““It is hard,
Dick, after forty-two years of sacrifice, but
T believe it to be your duty.”” Whereupon
I signed the resignation and presented 1t
to F. M. Smith the same evening. He ac-
cepted it, and thus I was severed from the
organization of which T had been & mem-
ber for nearly forty-two years.

T still contend that I am a child of God,
4 member of his church and a priest called
of God to the office of Bishop, to whieh 1
was ordained under the hand of an angel,
4o which several testified when I wag or-
dained under the hands of the President
of the church to be a bishop during the
ocneral conference, April, 1909. President
J oseph Smith and his son, Hale Ww. ‘Smith,
<o testified at the time, and President F.
M. Smith testified to A. E. Gray and others
this week, o
R. C. EVANS.
Thank God, the light dawned upon me.
T had suffered long, I knew there was
muech that I could not endorse, but 1 felt
that God had blessed me, and I could not
see my way clear to leave the church. But
" when the message came, all was bright.
1 eould now tell the people what the Lord
desired me to do, and what they should

do. If the Reorganization could leave the .
old chureh when it was corrupt, so we
now could leave the Reorganized Church,
because it was corrupt. In leaving, we are
not denouncing any truth we ever taught,

* but only the error and corruption to which

»

selfish and uninspired men has dragged
the church into. Monday night came, and
after President Smith opened the meet-
ing, I at once rose and asked permission
to read a paper, This was granted, and I
read my resignation, as I was instructed

-to do, and Smith accepted it, and I re-

tired, leaving the chureh 'in which I had
labored forty-two years. Some who stood
by me through the years until tonight left
me, and to God I commend them for merecy
and forgivene\ss. :

BISHOP EVANS LEAVES THE
CHURCH,
51 Ozark Crescent, Toronto, Ont.
. " June 3, 1918.
President ¥. M. Smith, Teronto, Ont. :

After prayerful consideration and long
and careful meditation, I have concluded .
to tender to you my resignation as a mem-
ber of the church over which you preside.
This will take with it my position as
Bishop of the Toronto distriet.

I have reached this decision because I
can no longer endorse many of your rul-
ings and the many changes you have
caused to be made in-the faith and prac-
tice of the church. I do mnot believe in
much that you, and those over whom you
exert a strange influence, have brought
inte prominence. ‘

I'have had grave doubts for some time
about some things that 1 formerly thought
I had a correct understanding of, but now

that the true facts are being brought out,

I cannot endorse them. I believe that you
are leading the people away from the truth
ag found in the word of God, and I have
heretofore told you that 1 would not fol-
low where you lead, so have decided to
put a stop to the matter by tendering my
resignation, ’

I believe the Gospel, and shall preach
it as I understand it, and shall still hope

for the merey of God to be extended to

me as is promised to all who have faith
in the mission of Christ,

There ig much in-your conduct and
teaching that I cannot endorse, and am
persuaded that it is best that I withdraw
from the organization over which you
preside ‘

www.LatterDayTruth.org



WHY I LEFT THE LAFTER DAY SAINT CHURCH *#

Having been so.unjustly treated by you
during the years that are past at different
times, I have thought to try and settle
matters touching branch rights as ex-
pressed in our branch papers to you, but
having received such unfair treatment at
your hands during the meétings we have
had in the city, that I Have concluded to
refuse to be further humiliated

All T ask as a parting request is that
I be permitted to address the people for

whom I have labored so long on next Sun-
day evening at church service. Farewell.

(Sgd.) R. C. EVANS.

For years T had known that some were
corrupt.
the revelations, but I felt the gospel was
true. It had been the blessing of my life.
What could I do? was the ali-absorbing
question, and now the answer came like a
sunburst of glory: The great God whom I
had tried to serve in all the years of sacri-
fice had not forgotten my work and labor
of love, and again had demonstrated ‘‘that
every arm that wag raised against me
would fall powerless and the folly of mine
enemies would be made manifest.”’

T attended the prayer meeting Wednes-
day night. The church was packed to
the doors. President Smith took charge,
and once more took the rights of the
people away from them, and turned the
prayer meeting into one of abuse. He made
a very vindietive speech against me, and
then called upon Apostle Rushton to finish
the job. He, in order to make the usual
exhibition of himself, knocked «the cover
off the Webster, yelling and gereeching till
the perspiration was running down his
face. Some thought he was having great
Jlberty, because he was talking loudly and
using words that no one in the house had
ever heard before. When he had finished
telling the people how he loved me and
how bad I was, he resumed his chair, The
branch president started to say how he
also loved me sinee his childhood, how he
had stood by me and agreed with me in all
this trouble, that the position I had taken
was right, but that when it came t6 leav-
ing the church or Bishop Evans. he must
leave the Bishop.. The sense sf the speech
wags that I was right and the church
authorities wrong, but he would stand by
the wrong and go back on the right.” This
may afford my friend of many years some
comfort, but I have misjudged his heart if

I wag losing faith in many of-

. ehureh.’”’

B51

he does not feel sorry for the position he
has taken. Well, President Smith again
got to his feet, and then it wag that one of
the ministry asked permission to present
a resolution, which read as follows:
Toronto, June 5, 1918.

PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTION.

“ Whereas Bishop R. C. Evans has ten-

dered his resignation ag a member of the
organization presided over by F. M.
Smith, and

Whereas hig resignation, Wthh was ac-
cepted by President Smith, he requested
the privilege of qpeaklng in thls church
next Sunday evening,

Therefore be it resolved that we grant
him this request. ‘

Moved by C. T. Garrard, seconded by
A, M. Wilson.”’

President Smith refused to permit the
resolution to be read. Then I rose and
said: ‘“Mr. President, may I ask youn one
question?’’ No, sir, he thundered out. If
you speak here T will call the police. I
quietly took my hat, and with my wife
started to leave the room, when the people
could stand it no longer. I had called
them from many parts of the earth to
hear the gospel, T had baptized hundreds
of them, I had worked on most every part
of the buﬂdlng, mortgaged my own little
home to pay the debt off the church, and
now, after all the years, I was not perrmt-
ted to ask a question in that building,

Having read the resolution, what will
the reader think of those who state that

the resolution they refused to have read

““was a request to have R. C. BEvans re-
instated to his standing as bishop of the
If T were to publish all the
false stories that are being peddled
around Canada about me today, it would
fill a book. All T ask is that the people,
for whom I have labored forty-two years,
wait till they hear the facts before pass:
ing judgment.

When President Smith refused both
to permit me to ask a question and to per-
mit the above resolution to be read, there
was a big disturbance. I was lifted bodily

onto a seat, where I announced that I
‘desired the people to leave the church

quietly and that I would address them
from a veranda close by, which I did.
The next Sunday we hired a hall, and
when the news got out that I was to
speak there, the place was packed long

before time to speak and hundreds were
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turned away. My meetings since have
been largely -attended. .

Under the instruections received we
proceeded to organize the church. Many
have thought- this to be a strange move.
First, let me say, thus was I commanded,
and if it was right for the people toleave
the original body because of corruption
and reorganize; is-it not-right- to..leave
the Reorganized Church, which is fast go-
ing back to the.corrupt conditions that
caused the rejection of the church before.
Three hundred and eighty-six of the To-
ronto branch signed their names to leave
the Reorganized Church and come into
the Church of Jesus Christ that day, and
many more have signed since. 1 chal-
lenged President Frederlck M. Smith the
night 1 tendered my resignation. I re-
peated that challenge in the church the
next Sunday night, and have stated it
several times since, and now print it:

I, as Bishop of the Church of Jesus
Christ, challenge you, President Freder-
ick M. Smith, of the Reorganized Chureh
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, fo
meet me in public debate in Magsey Hall,
or any other large building that may be
able to accommodate the people, to dis-
cuss the differences between us. Perhaps
these two propositions may cover the
main points of differences. |
. Resolved, that Joseph Smith, founder

of the sect known as the Mormon Church,
did profess to receive revelations from
God directing himself and other mem-
bers of his church to practice spiritual
wifery, or polygamy, and that he both
taught and practiced that doctrine.
Bishop R. C. Evans affirms.
President F. M:.:Smith denies.

Resolved that-the. revelations calling
forth the Order of Enoch, in which the
members of said order are instructed fo
give their property ‘‘with a covenant
and a deed that cannot be broken’ to
the Presiding Bishop of the chureh,
which is to be the trustee of said order,
was revealed to the prophets of the
church by God. and that the membership
. must obey under the venalty of losing
the Spirit of God in this life, and be not
only cursed in this life but in the world
to come, should they refuse to obev.

President F. M. Smith affirms.
Bishop R. C. Evans denies.

Now let this (toliath meet me. Tt will
not do to sav he is willing to put another
man 1np.. Those poor fellows work hard
enough for the little they receive to keep

body and soul together. Many of them
think as I do, and tens of thousands of "
them have left the church. Others would
follow, but they fear to take the step.
But dozens of letters have reached me;
and from some of his leading men, and
he may look for many to follow me out
of the church. About five hundred have
followed in less than a month, and God
grant they have just started. Now he
must not ask me to meet some of his paid
supporters, who are willing to take all T
have to give for what they get out-of it.
I challenge him as the president of the
church to defend the revelations had by
his father and grandfather. He should
be willing, and while he is not willing,

I hope that his people Wﬂl forece him to

meet the issue.

I wish here to ask the readers of the
Herald to carefully read Smith’s letter
that insinuates that all is not right with
R. C. Evans, and that his.influence was
bad in Toronto, with the letters of T. W.
Williams, that shows what grand people
he found in the  Toronto church, and
what a lovely spirit they possessed. Here
is one paragraph from the Williams let-
ter in the same Herold as Smith’s letter,
Herald of June 19th, 1918: ‘“The morn-
ing prayer meeting began at 9:30. I
have attended many prayer-meetings of
the churech under Wldely different condi-
tions, but at no time in my experience in
the church have I sensed more gpiritual .
freedom or been in closer touch with the
source of spiritual help or enjoyed more
spiritual comradeship in service.”” Here,
dear reader, is the condition that Bro-
ther Williams found the saints in in To-
ronto. R. C. Evans has Dbrought those
people from almost every walk of -life..
He preached to them the gospel of Christ,

"~ he baptized them, he -ordained nearly

every man holding priesthood. Al ad-
mit that he was the man who produced
the Toronto branch. Yet the jealousy of
Smith could not permit Bishop Evans. to
continue his work as a local man, and he
must bring the best talent of the c¢hureh,
his greatest men. from California, Mis-
souri and Illinois, to abuse me, and all
because ‘‘Haman’’ eould not live till he
had destroyed Mordecai. But God still
lives; and the modern Haman may, like
the ancient fellow, build the gallows of
Mordecai, and be forced to hang from it
himself. ;
. The new little church has already been .-
blessed: of God, in that they have pur-
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chased a magnificent church. The ground
alone upon which' it stands is valued by
several real estate men of the city at
forty-two thousand and five hundred dol-
:ars. The organ is valued at two thou-
sand and seven hundred; all new elec-
trical power just attached and is one of
the best sounding organs in Canada. The
building could not be erected today for
one hundred and twenty-five thousand
dollars. The stone, brick and woodwork
and magnificent stained glass windows
are the very best material and workman-
ship that can be found in the Dominion.
Yet the Lord in a very remarkable way
has made it possible for the Bishop to
buy this great pile of wealth for forty
thousand dellars cash, and in less than
half an hour he secured eight thousand
and five hundred dollars toward the pay-
ment, and money is pouring in from many
quarters, and we hope that all who read
may send their mite to assist in the great
work.,

COPY OF CORRESPONDENCE BE-
TWEEN F. M. SMITH AND
- A F. McLEAN.
Independence, Mo., June 15, 1917.
Elder A. F. Mclean,
48 Fern Ave., Toronto, Ont.
Dear Brother,—In a letter from Can-

ada I mote that Brother Evans at a re-

cent meeting of the Toronto branch pre-
sented a spiritnal manifestation and
asked for a vote of indorsement. T shall
be pleased to have you, as president of
the branch, make a report to me on this
‘matter, as this appears to me to be an

extraordinary affair, and T wish to have

the information first-hand. ,
Very sincerely,
Frederick M. Smith.

48 Fern Ave., Toronto, Ont.,
] June 19th, 1917
President F. M. Smith,
Independence, Mo.

Dear Brother,—Yours of the 15th in-
stant received, with reference to the spir-
itual manifestation by Brother Evans.
Yes, he had a spiritual: manifestation
which he related at a Sunday morning
prayer serviece. Some discussion was had
eoncerning it. Several bore testimony of
it and a resolution was passed indorsing
the manifestation as presented by Bishop
Bvans as being divine instruction to him.
Tt contained instruction - for. Brother
Evans himself and council and adviee to
the Saints, all of whom received it in

“contains a call to the ministry,

good part, with the exception of one bro-
ther, who offered some objections to it.
'lrustmg this is the information required,
I am your brother, A. F. McLean.
Independenee, Mo., Aug. 10, 1917.
Mr. Arch. M. MecLean,
48 Fern Ave., Toronto, Ont.

Dear Brother—I have learned in an
indirect way that at the reunion held at
Low Banks, at one of the prayer meetings
manifestations delivered through Sister
Ada Hamilton and Bro. R. C. Evans were
again voted upon. I am desirous to know
end hence appeal to you as .the proper
source for such information, if this is the
custom of the Toronto braneh to vote
upon qplrltual manifestations.  This is, in
my opinion, a marked digression from
the proper course and hence I wish to

‘have fuller information before issuing in-

structions thereto. Very smeerelydyours
Frederick M. Swmith.

48 Fern Ave., Toronto, Ont.,
© August 20, 1917,
President F. M. Smith,
Independence, Mo. ;
Dear Brother,—Answering yours of
the 10th instant re manifestations at
reunion, Low Banks, I was not present
when these were given, but have made
inquiry -about same. The manifestation
through Bro. Evans contained a call for
two brothers to the office of Deacon. No
action was had on this until the return of
the saints to our church here. We have
sinee presented this call to the branch
for action, aceording to D. and C., 17, 16,
as we understand it, and also have sub-
mitted it to the distriet president. The
manifestation through Sister Ada Hamil-
ton contained no call to the ministry, but
general counsel and instruetion. Much
of it regarding reunion. Several bore
testimony regarding it. The presiding
officer (I think it was Brother Evans)
asked those who believed the revelation
fo be of God to.stand. All stood but Bro.

James Wilson, who then arose to explain

that he could indorse all that was said in.
the revelation, but that he had had no-
direct evidence from God, either-for or
against it, hence did not stand.

The matter was not moved in the form
of a resolution nor was the action record-

ced.. With reference to your question

about that being our custom. No, I can-
not gay that it is. When a manifestation

then we
present it to the body for action, also to
the distriet or mission president, but
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otherwise 1t is not the rule to do so, al-
though it has been done more to allow
the saints to express themselves than for
any other purpose. A revelation may
have been given near the close of a prayer
service. Those bearing testimony after-
wards testified regarding it, but as time

was short, but few had an opportunity,-

and so in order to allow those who could

ot speak “to - express themselves “they
have been asked to stand or hold up their
hands. It has not been done in the form
-of a motion nor has the action been
recorded, with the exception of the case
about which you wrote me some time ago.
‘While an expression has been given this
way in some few cases, yet in more cases
it has not been done, and so it has not

been considered a rule here, and when it -

has been done it has not been for the pur-
pose of making it -a rule of action or law
to govern the branch in future. It has
made 1t no more binding than if no ex-
pression had been taken. Trusting this is
the mfor‘natmn you require,

A. T, McLean.

JIndepsndence, Mo., Sept. 27, 1917.
Elder A. F. McLean,

48 Fern Ave., Torento, Ont,

Dear Brother,—Yours of the 20th of
Aungust, answering mine of the 10th of
Auoust making inquiry concerning man-
ifestations at Low Banks reunion and
Toronto, has been received duly. — After
taking the matter under eareful advise-
ment, I -have decided to request you as
president of the Toronto branch to-dis-
continue the custom of taking any kind
of a vote on manifestations that might be
given in the social or other services. You
state that the action was not taken in the
form of a motion, ete. This, however, is
immaterial, for the determining of the
opinion of the body by rising or lifting
the hand, is of eourse, taking a vote, whe-
ther motion has been made or whether
the question has been stated by the chair.
This question contains  great potential
_danger, is not sanctioned by the law of
the church, and in fact cannot be de-
fended by the custom or the organic law
of the church. You will therefore please
discontinue this = custom as being
inimical to the best interests of the
church. Should this custom “exist in
other places in that part of the field, T
shall be glad to know it.

Very sineerely yours,

Frederick M. Smlth

cover

COPY OF RESOLUTION PASSED BY
THE TORONTO BRANCH, JAN. 7, 1918.

‘““Whereas the president of the branch
has presented to us a letter from Presi-
dent F. M. Smith relative to. Toronto
branch indorsing spiritual manifestations
by vote, or by uplifting of hands, or by
any other method by which an opinion of
the body may be had; and whereas the
president of the church has denounced
sueh actlon as dangerous, and without
sanction in law or custom of the church;
and whereas he has asked the president
of the branch to discontinue such action;
therefore, be it resolved that we believe
this ruling as made by President F. M.
Smith is an abridgement of our rights as

“a people, and is in conflict with the law

and custom of the ehurch, and we refuse
to be so governed.”’

Some few reasons we entertain for
believing that we have the right to pass
upon revelations received in the braneh
may be cited as follows:

No person is to be ordained to any
office in this church where there is a
regularly organized branch of the same,
withoui the vote of that church, but the
presiding elders may have the privilege
of ordaining, where there is no branch of
the church, that a vote may be called.”’—
D.and C. 17, 16.

It will be noticed in Smith’s letters
and Mr. McLean’s replies that this very
quotation is cited as our authority. But
Smith turned it down. The letters speak
and no amount of special pleading - will -
up his autocracy. Much more
could be given from the law of the
church. ' ’

Now permit ug to go to the Bible and
see what the law says about these mat-
ters. .

1. Cor., 14, 13-19.—Paul is speaking
concerning thosé who have the gift of
tongues. He pleads the necessity of hav-
ing the interpretation of the tongue, so
that those to whom the spirit has con-
veyed the message may understand it and
be-able to approve it. ‘‘Klse when thouw
shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he
that oceupleth the room of the unlearned
say amen.’ -

We learn from this that when the
spirit reveals a message, it is the right of
the people to say amen. What does this
mean. Answer—‘‘Amen is an expression
of affirmation, or of expressing his as-
gent.”’—Barnes on the New Testament.
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joy

‘““Amen involves the idea of swearing
aceeptance and - truthfulness.”’—Smith’s
.Bible Dictionary,

““Amen—To say amen is to sanction,
to ratify; a term used in solemn ratifica-
tion of expression of faith.”’

““Amen, to approve warmly.”-—Web-

ster’s Diectionary.

Psalmg, 106, 48.—“And let all the
people say amen.”’ ,

Surely this doth prove that when a
revelation is given the people have the
right to vote upon it. Any rule to pre-
vent ratification would be autocratic.

I. Cor.,, 14, 29.—“L.et
speak ftwo or three, and let the others
sadge.”” Tt the learned commentator,
Do “nr Barnes, inform us what this jude-
ment means. He says in his ““Notes On
the Now Testament” ' —

“The meaning is that the people in

the congregation should decide whether
what was said was dietated by the Holy
Spirit or not. It is possible that those
who elaim to be prophets might err, and
it was the duty of all to examine whether
that which was uttered was in aceordance
with truth. TIf this was a duty then it is
a duty now. No man is to be debarred
from the right of canvassing freely and
eomparing with the Bible and with sound
reason all that the minister of the gospel
advances. No minister who has just
views of his offiece and a proper acquaint-
ance with the truth, and confidence in if,
would desire to prohibit the people from
the most full and free examination of all
that he utters. Religion advances just in
proportion as this spirit of candid and
earnest and prayerful examination pre-
vails among a people.—Barnes on I Cor.,
14, 29.

“To judge is to try and determine a
case.”—Gardiner’s Encyclopaedia.

“To judge—To hear and determine;
to .decide: to form ap opinion.”’—Web-
ster’s Dictionary. :

“true Christianity.

the prophets

I. . Thess, 5, 19-21.—"“Despise not
prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast
that which is good.”’ '

There are few more important rules in

- the New Testament than the one in this

It shows what is the nature of
Christianity asks us
to examine everything. KError, supersti-
tion, bigotry and fanaticism attempt to -
repress free discussion by  sfiying that
there are certain things which are too
sacred in their nature to permit their be-
ing subjected to the serutiny of common
eyes, or handled by common hands. In

passage.

_ opposition to all this, Christianity re--

quires us to examine everything, no mat-
ter by whom held, or by what counsels
ordained, we are to receive no opinion
until we are convinced that it is true.”’—
Barnes on 1. Thess., 5, 19-21.

I fully agree with the above. No
councils or no man, be he whomsoever
he may, has ever received authority from
God to forbid any member of the church
ot branch or distriet, from voting on any
revelation presented to him or them. We
have the God-given right to examine, and
-pass judgment, so say the laws of God
in every age, including our time. o

I. John, 4, 1.—‘Beloved, believe not
every spirit, but try the spirits whether
they are of (God, because many false pro-
phets have gone out into the world.” If
it be true that when a spiritual manifes-
tation is given that we are in no way to
judge, prove, examine, denounce or rat-
ify or in any way determine upon its truth
or falsity, pray tell me what benefit will
we derive from the information imparted
in the revelation? To me the only safe

- and proper way would be to examine it

and get an opinion of the people by vote,
as the law instruects us, and those who
would advise otherwise would be in oppo-
sition to the above advice to ‘‘try the
spirits.”” '

Toronto Church Favors »the Bishop

The following -papér was passed by
the Toronto branch, signed by its presi-
dent and secretary and the priesthood,
- and presented to Bishop Evans just be-
. fore he left for general conference. It

speaks for itself, and Bishop Evans’ great
work:

Toronto, Ont., Marech 19, 1918.
Bishop R. C. Evans,

Dear Brother,—Having learned from
you that you have been requested by
President F: M. Smith to attend the gen-
eral conference and preach a special ser-
mon selected by him, we take this oppor-
tunity of making the following statement
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_in justice to you, and to us as the priest-
hood and aetive membership of the_ To-
ronto branch.

You came to Toronto in the days of
our weakness and-organized us into a
branch, and was with us all you could be
for years, consistent with your work as a
Seventy, Apostle, President of the mission
-and one of the First Presidency.

The time came that you started the
great theatre meetings, and for fifteen
winters you have made those meetings
the wonder of the city and the church,
for never in the histery of the church has
any other man met with such success in
such work, for up to the last night of
those fifteen winters we find the great
theatre packed with earnest and inter-
ested people.” The results of your work

_here has gone over the eivilized world,
and the church has been made stronger,
not only in Toronto and other parts of
Canada, but its influence for good has
gone to many parts of the world.

You have stood fearlessly for what
vou considered to be the truth, and have
known mneither friend nor foe in meteing

“out justice; and while you have made
thousands of friends and admirers by
yvour faithful and fearless life you have
also made bitter enemies, not only outside
the chureh,. but. some
whose selfish motives have led them from
the truth. You have been compealled to
expose and denounce their unlawful con-
duet from time to time, and in so doing
you have made yourself relentless ene-
mies. Time after time have some of them
attempted your overthrow, and at times
the way looked dark, but the Lord has
ever stood by you, and in every trial He
has sustained you through the years, and
the love of God and true people have
surrounded vou to your comfort.

We deem this a fitting time to give
expression to some matters in justice to
yvourself and the Toronto branch. We
mention the following: Madam rumor
has circulated far and wide, even to the
leading people of the church, many things
to your diseredit. which we. hereby con-
tradiet. First, that you -have ruled in
Toronto with an iron hand, that as a pope
or autocrat you have dominated the peo-
- ple. We affirm the above charge to be
absolutely false.” You have ever been ap-
" proachable and have never attempted to
control the branch, but have been a wise
and prudent eounselof to the officers and
membership, and under that eounsel we

in. the  church, .

have prospered. Second, that you
pushed your way Iinto the Toronto
branch in bringing your family here and
urging us to support you, and from time
to time inerease your allowance and give
you many extra presents. We affirm the
allegation to be absolutely false.

The branch passed a resolution re-
questing you to move your family here.
They- offered to pay the expenses of mov-
ing and they made offer of a certain sum
to be paid to Sister Evans monthly, for
your board, office room and telephone.
When that resolution was passed and we
were going to send it to the First Presi-
dency asking that you be permitted to
so locate, you pleaded with us not to
send *hdt petition to President dJoseph
Smith, stating that if it was the will of
the Lord for you to come, that He would
so work that you would come, and so we
waited until the Lord opened the way,
and we have but kept our promise to Sis-
ter Evans re extra allowance, and each
time that we havé increased the .allow-
ance it was done by open vote of the
branch without any promptings from
you, and at times without your knowl-
edge or consent, knowing that conditions
were such that you needed the money
owing to the demands made upon you by
the high ecost of living. We still wish
you to Tremain,- and have stated our
willingness to .inecrease the help as we
deelde you need it.

Those who have criticized this ﬁnan~
cial matter little know of the many de-
mands made upon you and Sister Evang
owing to the work you are doing. No one
who has subscribed to these gifts has
murmured, but only your personal ene-
mies who have not subscribed. These
gifts -made to-yourself and Sister Evans
have been made by wvoluntary contribu-
tions during our meetings, on the open
plates, "and comes in the ordinary branch
expenses, and much of it is handed in by
those not members of the church. In fact
it is owing to your splendid efforts that
we not only have the money to defray the
expenses ineident to your work, but to
vou largely we owe the very church
building we worship in, and we Here
affirm that it has been no drain on the
people of the branch, and our tithings
and offerings will show that we have not

only done our duty to you and Sister

Evans, but have contributed our share to
the eeneral church work. 5 .
Third—7Your enemies have:stated that

yvou ran the reunion and was making -
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money out of it, that you would rob the
Saints out of the land and buildings, and
that you have insisted in being made
president of the said reunion in full
charge. The facts are, you were solicited
by those paying the money to buy the
grounds and direet in fitting them up for
reunion purposes. The deed was made
to you, but yom made conditions such
that the purchasers understand the mat-
ter to their entire satisfaction, and there
has never been a word of complaint from
them. When you made offer of the use

of the grounds to the Toronto branch to

hold their reunion annually, we acegpted
the offer and were glad to receive such
" kind consideration at your hands. You
have each year made your report te us,
as a branch, and in every report stated
that you were in the hands of the hranch,
they having the right to re-elect you, or
whoever they suggested.You have worked
hard amid much opposition from those in
authority, outside of the branch, and
have made the reunion a spiritual and
financial success, and we have again
elected you in full charge of the coming
reunion, and believe, as in.the past, you
will do your duty as a true and unselfish

-servant of God and the people among

whom God has placed you.

Fourth—We learn from authentic
sources, rumor has circulated that owing
to-your conduct and methods in Toronto
branch it is in turmoil and distress and
trouble on every hand. The fascts are,
the Lord has acknowledged the branch

.and your work in it, through the years,

every now and then, and has done so

several times this year. You have bap-
tized many hundreds of people here, and
other elders have also baptized when
called upon. You have by our request
. done the preaching in the ehurch with
few exceptions, when present, and this
by the open vote of the people and the
consent of the branch officers. You have
labored in unity with the president of
the branch and other officers in the per-
formance of their work, and never at any
time have you attempted to preside over

a prayer meeting or any other meetmg_’
without the officer in charge inviting you

to do so, and that by the consent and
approval of the branch.

Not only in the rexrular braneh meet-
ings; but-in the new openings conducted
by some of the elders you have counseled,
advised, visited and preached. for them
ag time and opportunity permitted. In

the theatre meetings the president of the
braneh has assisted at almost every meet-
ing for fifteen years, and has acted as
treasurer and secretary, counting and
banking the money, while you have done
the preaehlnb, made the bargains and
made payment by check as furnished by
the treasurer. All the priesthood of the
branch have gladly taken part and as-
sisted in the work as time and opportun-
ity permitted, and no frietion has oe-
curred between yourself and them over
the theatre work.

Fifth—Tt has been circulated that some
of the branch desired that the branch be
divided into several small branches, and
they have called upon some to hold qmet
little meetings in a certain home with
some forelgn elder to lead, without the
knowledge or consent of the branch
authorities, which is contrary to the law.
““No official member of the church has
authority to go into any branch thereof,
and ordain any minister for that ehurch
unless it is by the voice of that branch.
No elder has authority to go into any
branch of the church and appoint meet-
ings or attempt to regulate the affairs of
the church without the advice and con-
sent of the presiding elder of that
branch.”” Decision of President Joseph
Smith, Mill. Star, vol. 15, page 261, Much
more could be cited of the same kind, but
we forbear.

It is true that you have enemies of
this stripe and long ago the branch would
have taken action against some members, -
and some holding priesthood also, but for
your kindly solicitude to wait and give
them: time to see their error and return,
hence they have been left to misrepresent
vou to those afar who know not the con-
ditions.

We cite one prominent source of your
trouble. Two men holding priesthood
became imbued with a strong desire to
preach. They were unable to interest an -
audience and when they did preach the
people complained at their being placed
in positions where they were unable to
make good. They with a few others,
some of their family, who had not come
to church with them for vears, found all
manner of fault, and scattered all kinds
of rumors. Some at times would retwrn
to the chursh and make confession and
apology for misrepresenting you, but ere
long they would be away again, until the
time came when a movement known as
the Peterson movement started in Inde-
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pendence, Missouri. We believe this was
promulgated in the home of one of the
priesthood. Several of these discordant
members with whom we have had years
of patience circulated the Peterson books
and made all kinds of extravagant state-
ments, not only about yourself, but about

Joseph Smith, the Prophef, his son Jos-’

eph Smith, Bishop E. L. Kelly and other
leading men of the church. -

They prophesied. the downfall of the
Reorganized Church and looked for the
redemption of Zion through the Peterson
movement. You were-the man called upon
by the braneh and then by the district
conference to expose the Peterson books,
and the little Toronto movement in its
interests. You did this to the satisfac-
tion of the Toronto branch and district
conference, but for so doing you have
seemingly called forth an undying hatred
on the part of those who were interested
in that movement, and strange as it may
appear, from this source come the rumors
-that have reached the' leaders of the
chureh against you. Sad are we to say
some leading men have visited and lodged
with these people who have done every-
thing to ruin the Reorganized Church.
Their chief asset is to denounee the work
you have done, and that seems to please

- some people who ought to be looking

from. a different angle. To show the mat-
ter in its gravity we cite a few lines from
the Peterson book, to show that Joseph
Smith was a false Prophet, and that his
gson, who was president of the Reorgan-
~ized Church, was not only a false Pro-
phet, but a base hypocrite, in that he
pretended to have a revelation just to
~ hold his power over the people and please
them, by giving to them the word of the
Lord, when the Lord had not spoken. Yet
" these people whom you have had patience
and mercy with, are the ones who are
sending the slanders about Toronto, and
men who should know your standing have
encouraged them in their work.

~““The whole church was cut off from
being the Church of God in 1832, and to
. be cut off from such an -organization is
no disgrace now or any other time,’’—
Redemption by Peterson, page 135.

“The Lord took Joseph out of their
midst and the Holy Priesthood also,’’—
Ibid, page 94. :

‘I have nothing against your chureh,
or any other church for that matier, ex-
cept that you are not what you pretend
to be, Christians, and consequently you

are fooling a lot of ignorant people. .
I -want to unite with a people of God as
soon as there is a people that will pass
examination aceording to the books. . .
No such people now exist on earth.”’—
Ibid, page 40.

‘“The Reorganization is being dictated
to by corrupt priesthood whose power
and authority of God has long since de-

- parted from them by reason of disobedi-

ence.”’—Ibid, page 43.

‘“Liet us dethrone false prophets, false
apostles and false bishops.—Ibid, page
79. '

YOUNG JOSEPH A FALSE PROPHET
AND HYPOCRITE. .

‘“The people have tried in vain to
make him what he is not, namely, an in-
spired prophet. He does not, however,
riake much of a claim to prophetic in-
spiration. himself, but his followers mag-

nify his periodical productions into reve-

lations from God, when he himself mere-
ly says: ‘I was in the spirit.” ‘The voice
of the spirit,” ete. His very expressions
denote a doubt that there was ever any
communication from the throne of the
Infinite, and that his socalled spirit man-
ifestations are merely the voicings of his
own mind and heart. But the people
want a prophet and as he was the son of
the Prophet it naturally fell to his lot to-
act In that. capacity ‘regardless of any
prophetic power, and he makes the feehle
attempt to satisfy them, and by the way
1t 1s the only way he can get any atten-
tion from his followers, and even this
method is surrounded by a labyrinth of
difficulties, for the genuineness of ‘his
productions, ‘while in the spirit,” are al-
ways questioned.”’—Ibid, page 54.

““There is no hope of obtaining a sys-
tem of equality within the ehurch while
such men as Bishop Kelly and - Joseph
Smith are in control.”’—Page 90.

Now, dear brother, we know how man-
fully and fearlessly you stood for the
church and the work done by your per-
sonal friend and God’s Prophet, Joseph
Smith ; how you exposed those apostates
who slandered ‘the chureh, its bishop and
Prophet, and they know your work
brought to destruction their silly little
gathering, the Peterson movement.

The branch by your plea did not take
action upon them, but refused to permit
them or anv member of their society to
hold any office in the church; not only in
the priesthood, but in the choir, or as
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organist. This is all blamed to you.
While you have stood by the fact that
they should not be in any official capac-

ity in the branch till they made confes-.

sion and apology, yet it has beeh your
voice ever to ask for time for them to
come back. Yet with all this they are
the ones who have made these reports
about the manner of procedure you have

taken here, and pray for a division of the

branch. From these and others the vis-
iting officials secure their. complaints.

Now to the division of the branch; -

this is to certify to you and all con-

cerned that the working membership of

the branch, those who attend the meet-
ings and pay their tithing, make their of-
ferings and sustain the church by their
faith and works, have no . desire to have
this branch divided. We regard it as a
fatal mistake for many reasons to make
such an attempt at this.time, and to do
so would be to destroy much of the work
already aecomiplished and make the work
that God has, and will yet inspire you to
do, come to naught, :

. The work of bill posting, circulating
of tens of thousands of sermons, the
ushers, choir, orchestra and visiting work
of the theatre meetings, could not be
prosecuted, and the entire plan that has
made us the most successful branch that
we know of, would be brought to naught
if we were divided. It would mean sev-
eral small” gatherings in different parts
calling for several new churches to be
erected or small halls rented, and in many
ways we feel that it would be a .great
mistake to divide this branch, and we
ask that should such an attempt be sug-
gested to you that you please express our
views to those urging these measures.

We further urge that the system we
have followed under your direction and
counsel has been running smoothly for
fifteen years, and while it is somewhat
different to that adopted in other places,
vet we think we can say we know of no
other place using other methods that
have made the success, either in raising

funds for the church, sending out sermons -

and - tracts, or reaching the people and
baptizing them as we have accomplished
here.. We know of no desire on the part

of the active membership of this branch .

for any division and feel strongly on this
matter;” knowing that those mnot of the
branch have had much to say regarding
the division of our branch. If any
measures are adopted by those not of our

" false statements,

number to compel such division againsg
our protest, we are assured it will end
disastrously.

Not only have you and the branch
suffered under the tale-bearing referred
to above, but another and perhaps a more
disgraceful method has been resorted to, -
to obtain stories and all kinds of reports
concerning you, the Toronto work and
the work of the reunion. Under the
foul system of espionage lately adopted
to the lasting disgrace and humiliation
of those concerned, we would state that
this system has been the cause of much
trouble in its workings, and results will
soon reach, if not stopped, something
akin to that of the accursed Danites of
former years and troublesome times.

Men have been approached, some of -
them good at heart, and have been prom-
ised positions, and in some instances or-
dination, if they would spy upon the
words and actions of yourself and others.
While some have openly at times: de-
plored the degradation of such a calling
they have become the tools in the hands
of others, and make reports to your in-
Jury. Often those reports have been so.
highly colored that they amount to real
This some of the vie-
tims have denounced, and then under

_pressure have fallen into line again, not

only causing sorrow to themselves, but to
you and all concerned. This we denounce

~as the main cause of the evil reports sent

away from- this place, which have trav-
eled ﬁrom Maine to California.

In parting with you, we wish to say

.you have worked hard with and for us,.

and we feel bound to you by gospel ties

- that are strong and we hope will never

be severed.. Most of us heard the gospel
of Christ from you, and you have been
the instrument in the hands of God of
making us what we are as a branch and
as individuals. We wish to eive this ex-
vression of our love for, and eonfidence.
in you, bearing testimony to what we
know to be true, while we as a people
love and trust you;, we know that you
have in the defence of right made ene-
mies and regret that men who have lis-.
tened . to these slanders have failed to
contrast your life and work with those
who have slandered you.

We again renew the resolutions made-
regarding you, as a branch, and trust
that you will be permitted to return to us:
and the work you Iove so well in-Toronto..
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(Sgd.y A. F. McLean, A. E. Gray, J.

Whitehead, Thos. R. Seaton, James A,
Wilson, M. J Crowley, F. G. Long, C. T.
Garrard, J. H. Prentice, George Trickey,
W. M. Faulds, W. H. Bayliss, J. Caskie,
.Richard Orr, Walter Wade, J. V. Clark,
A. €. Norris, J. Whiteman, A. M. Wilson,
H. P. Young.

We-certify-this document was adopted
at a large meeting of the Toronto branch
by a unanimous vote, March 20th; 1918.

A. F. McLean, President.
A. M. Wilson, Secretary.

The above speaks for itself.” Those
signing were the officers of the branch.
Some were not present, their names not
being signed. But I am happy to state
that the majority of the officers are
standing with me and what they signed,
though some have gone back on this
statment and are with the leader of the
Reorganization, - R. C. Evans.

Toronto, Ont., April 25, 1918.

At a speecial business meeting called for

the purpose, the following preambles and

resolutions were duly discussed and ap- .

proved by the Toronto branch:

Whereas we have been blessed for
many years under the able ministry of
Bishop R. C. Evans, and '

‘Whereas he, under-the blessing of God
has been instrumental in convincing the
majority of us that the gospel is true, and
the church he represents is the chureh of
Christ, and

‘Whereas we, the President and mem-
bers of the Toronto branch has requested
him to do all the preaching and presiding

-~

over prayer meetings in our branch for

' several years, and

Whereas his ministrations have met
with the Divine approbation of the Lord
and sympathy of the people, ag shown by
the fruitage of his years of faithful labor,
and

‘Whereas we have been credibly in-
formed that the general counsels of the
church, under the President of the
church have decided, without our knowl-
edge, consent or approval, to appoint
Apostle J. W, Rushton, of Independence,
Mo., to come to Toronto to do the preach-
ing and other work, we have requested the
Bishop to perform,

Therefore be it resolved that we, the
Toronto branch, refuse to have this change

‘take place, and we decline to have Brother

Rushton, or any other person, to come to
the Toronto branch to take charge, or do

sthe preaching and preside over the prayer

meetings, or in any way interfere with the
work so faithfully performed by Bishop
Evans.

And we hereby renew our agreements
with Bishop Evans regarding his preach-
ing and other work, and reaffirm our
agreements touching the allowance for
himself and Sister Evans, as stated in
branch resolutions, and we again request
him to do all the preaching and preside
over the prayer meetings under the same
circumstances as he has done in former
years,

A F. Mcliean, President.
A, M. Wilson, Clerk.

Tricks of the Leaders

There has been a denial made to the
‘statement . drawn up and presented to
President Smith, and all we wish to say
to that is: They have not only proved
true by their actions, but they have con-
tradicted themselves in, every point at is-
sue., We have the proofs in our posses-
sion, and the original doecuments on the
issue. But as we wish to publish this little
booklet as soon as possible, and make it as
cheap as possible in order that the people
secure it as soon as possible, we have re-
frained from publishing the many docu-
ments on ‘these matters that prove our
position.

Exposed by the Bishop

First—That it- was the intention to
divide thig braneh., Brother Russell, our
friend for twenty years, is showing letters
that he thinks prove their contention, Our
reply is, that while they may show a thous-
and letters that do not prove our conten-
tion, we have the letters that do show the
joint counsel discussed the matter and de-
cided to send a committee to take the ac-
tion the Russell letters say they would
take, We have evidence from Hamilton,
Detroit, Toronto and Independence, that
it was their intention to divide the branch ;
take Bishop Evans away from . Toronto;
send him out as a Kind of a Billie Sunday
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to deliver a serieg of lectures in the lead-
ing cities of America. He was to be looked
-after, and would have the fat of the land
if he only would leave Toronto and de-
liver those lectures, This was not only
discussed in the counsel, but that this is
true hag been affirmed directly to Bishop
Evans by President F. M, Smith, Apostles
Rushton and Russell, and Bishops McGuire
and Kier, and several others. Denials only
prove where the Reorganized Church has
drifted.

It was denied that the plan was to
have Apostle Rushton come here and hold
meetings to secure the end desired, and
the claim was made that he did not know
he was coming. It was elaimed that both
Patriarch Pitt and High Priest Williams
knew nothing of their coming till the
last moment. Long before Williams
claims he knew, Brother Pitt told me
that Williams was selected to take charge
of the work here, and as early as April
19th a letter was written by-a sister in
Independence to a sister in Toronto, stat-
ing -that Rushton was coming and an-
other missionary, and they were going to
boom the city. Another letter from Cal-
ifornia that Rushton was coming; an-
other from Hamilton that they would
come and the branch would be divided.

These stories have been proved to be
true by the fact that they all came, with
others not mentioned, upset the branch,
,and have divided the branch, not only

- into two different churches, but perhaps

it iz not saying too much to affirm that
the people® have been so discouraged by
the inspirational work of these great men
that many have lost faith in the chureh
and have left to return no more.

On arrival in the city they were in-
terviewed by a reporter and the follow-
ing was published, that made their de-
nials look funny, and when confronted
with it President Smith looked confused
and said, ““This is too bad. Tt is very
unfortunate that this is published.”’

Reorganizing Congregation—Dr.
Frederick M. Smith and Bishop B.
R.. MecGuire, of Independence - Mis-
‘souri; the former president of the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter Day Saints, John W. Rush-
ton of Lios Angeles, Cal., and others
are in Toronto in econnection with
the reconstruetion of the congrega-
tion here and the providing of a
more effective propaganda. — To-
ronto Telegram, May 21, 1918.

President Smith has attempted to
deny his position on the taking of a vote
of the people, but his correspondence in-
serted proves the point,

He has tried to smooth over the posi-
tion taken by the Order of Enoch. The
books show the facts. In a word, every
point charged in the letter to him has
been proved, and when the dust has set-
tled those who have been deceived by the
QpeClal pleadings of these greatest men
in the church, selected to come and un-
seat Bishop Evans will know the facts
and come out of the fast decaying insti-
tution. -

T have tried during the severe trial fo
keep my heart from bitterness and now
affirm that I wish to go forth on my mis-
sion of love to the people willing to for-
give those who have left no stone un-
turned to hurt me. It has ever been the
way of the apostate churech to slander
and abuse all who denounce her preten-
tions, and already it has fallen to my lot
to be slandered. I presume I, too, will
be like thousands of her best men; all of
a sudden, lost the spirit, turned bad, un-
worthy of their notice, because of my de-
pravity.

President Smith’s letter in the Herald
of June 19th is contradicted in the same
issue, by Williams. = Smith . tries to show
the bad conditions in Toronto branch,
necessary to ecome and undo Bishop
Evans’ work. But Williams shows that
“T have attended many prayer meetings
of the church under Widely different con-
ditions, but at no time in my experlenee
in the church have I sensed more spiri-
tual freedom or been in closer touch with
the source of spiritual help or enjoyed
more mutual comradeship in service’’
than in the Toronto prayer meetings.

Bishop Evans has condueted Toronto
work through the years. Is this bad
fruit?
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‘Epitome of the Faith and Doctrines
of the Church of Jesus Christ

We believe in-God the Eternal Father,
and in his Son dJesus Christ, and in the
Holy Ghost. Matt, 28:19. I. John 1: 3.
St. John 11: 26.

"We believe that mren will be punished
for their own sins, and not for Adam’s
transgression. Eece. 12:14. Matt. 16:27.
I. Cor, 3:13. Rev, 20:12-15. -

‘We believe that through the atone-
ment of Christ all men may be saved by
obedience to the laws and ordinances of
the gospel. 1. Cor. 15:3. II. Tim. 1:10.
Rom. 8:1-6.

We believe that these ordmanees
are:

(1st). Faith in God and in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Heb. 11:6. 1. Pet. 1:21.
L Tim. 4:10. John 3:16, 18, 36. Mark
11:22. John 14:.1.

(2nd). Repentance.
Luke 13:23, 27.
1:5, 15.
710,

(.Sr_cl). Baptism by immersion for the
remission of sins, Matt. 3:13-15. Mark
1:4, 5. Luke 3:3. John 3:5. Acts 2:38;
22:16: 2:41; 8:12, 37 38. Mark 16-16.
Col. 2:12. Rom 6 4, 5 John 3:23. Acts
838, 39.

(-ﬁh) Layine on of hands for the
" oift of the Holy Ghost. Deut. 34:9. John
20:21. 22, Acts 8:17:19:6. T. Tim. 4:14.
Acts 9:17. 1. Cor. 12:3. Aects 19-1-6.

(5th). We believe in the Resurrec-
tion of the Body; that the dead in Christ
" will rise first, and the rest of the ‘dead
will not live again until the thousand
vears are expired. Job 19:95. 26. Dan.
12:2. 1. Cor. 15:42. T. Thes. 4:16. Revy.
20:6. Aects 17:31.  Phil. 8:21.. John
11:24. Tsa. 26:19. Ps. 17:15.
_ (6th). We believe in the doctrine of
Eternal Judegment, which provides that
‘men- shall he judeed, rewarded. or nun-
ished. acecordine to the decree of good, or
evil, thev ghall have done. Rev. 20:12.
Fee. 3:17. Matt. 16:27. TIL Cor. 5:10.
IT. Pet. 2:4, 13, 17.

We believe that a man must be Called
of God. and ordained by the Lavineg on
of Hands of those who are in authority.
to enfitle him. to preach the Gosnel, and
- Administer in the Ordinances. thereof.
5, 6. 8. Aects 1:24, 25, 14.23.
" Eph. 4:11. John 15:16."

Matt. 3:2, 8, 11.
Ezek. 18:30. Mark
Aects 2:38.- Rom. 2:4. II. Cor.

‘We believe in the same kind of organ-
ization -that existed in the primitive
chureh, viz.: Apostles, Prophets, Pas-
tors, Teachers, Evangelists, ete. - 1. Cor.
12:28. Matt, 10:1. ~Acts 64 Eph:4:11;
2:20. Titus 1:5.

We believe that in the Bible is con-
tained the word of God, so far as it is
tianslated correctly, We believe that the
canon of scripture is not full, ‘but that
God, by His Spirit, will continue to re-
veal His word to man unti] the end of

time. Job 32:8. Heb. 13:8. Prov. 29:18,
Amos.3:7. Jer. 23:4; 31:31, 34: 33:6.
Ps. 85:10, 11. Luke 17:26. Rev. 14:6, T;
19:10.

‘We believe in the powers and gifts of
the everlasting gospel, viz.: the gift of
faith, discerning -of spirits, prophecy,
revelation, healing, visions, tongues and
the interpretation of tongues, wisdom,
charity, brotherly love, ete. ‘1. Cor. 12:
1-11: 14:26. John 14:24, Aects 2:3; Matt.
28:19, 20. Mark 16:16.

We believe that marriage is ordained
of God; and that the law of God provides
for but one companion in wedlock, for
either man or woman, except in cases
where the contraet of marriage is broken
by death or transgression. - Gen. 2:18, 21-
24;7:1,7,13. Prov. 5:15-21. Mal. 2:14,
16. Matt. 19:4-6. 1. Cor. 7:2. Heb. 13:4.
D. and C. 42:7; 49:3.

We believe that in all matters of con-
troversy upon the duty of man toward
(od, and in reference to preparation and
fitness for the world to come, the word of
God should be deecisive and the end-of
dispute; and that when God directs, man
should obey.

We believe that the religion of Jesus
Christ, as taught in the New Testament
Seriptures. will, if its precepts are ac-
cepted and obeved, make men and women
better in the domestic circle, and better
eitizens of town, county and state, and
consequentlv better fitted for the change
which cometh at death.

We helieve that men should, worship
God in ““Spirit and in truth;”’ and that
sieh worshin does not require a violation
of the econstitutional law of the land.
John 4:21-24.

We eclaim the privilege of VVOI'Shl‘Olnf"
Almighty "God according to the dietates
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of our consciences, allow all men the same
privilege; let them worship how, where
0 what they may.

We believe that Christ was manifest
in the world to destroy the work of the
devil, to destroy death, to rescue all from
the grave, to enlighten humanity, to save
the lost, to redeem the fallen, and finally
restore perfect harmony in all God’s vast
universe. Heb. 2:3-9. Luke, 2:10, -11.
Romans, 5:12-18. John 1:7- 9 -23. John
3:16. John 4:42. John 12:32-47. L John
3.8. Heb. 2:14. Rev. 1:18.  Rev. 4:11.
Isaiah 46:9, 10 I Cor. 15:22-28.  Phil
2:12, 13. 1L Cor. 5:14, 15,
I Tim. 4:10. Daniel 7:14.

That the sinner will be punished is
‘evident from the scriptures, and we fully
believe that for every idle word, for
every unkind deed, man must give an
account to God.

We can conceive but three reasons
why God should punish his disobedient
children. First from motives of revenge,
spite or hatred.

Now the attributes aseribed to our
Heavenly Father are: Power; justice,
goodness; love; fatherhood. These at-
tributes forbid us to surmise that- God
will punish from the above stated mo-
tives.. Why, a- good-earthly father would
not punish his ¢hild from motives of
“rgpite; hatred or revenge.

~The second reason is: He might pun-
ish-his. disobedient: children for the good
- of other members of hig family, who
micht learn obedience bv the suffering of
those punished. But this reason must
fall, because we read that all will be

I. Tim. 2:6. .

judged when the books are opened, hence
it will be too late to learn by the suffering
of another.

The only true motive of God’s pun-
ishment is for the best possible develop-
ment of his disobedient children to erad-
icate evil, burn out the dross, purify the
gold, after they have ‘‘paid the last
iarthmg,” suffered according to their
works of evil.: They will see that the
“‘chastening’’ has been ‘‘for their pro-
fit,”’ and that ‘‘afterwards it yieldeth the
peaceable- fruits of righteousness’’ and
they are made ‘‘partakers of His holi-
ness’’ and yet bow the knee in holy rev-

.erence to the love of God. Heb. 12:5-11.

Rev. 3:19. II. Cor. 5:10. Col. 3:25.

Matt, 5:25, 26. Matt. 18:23-35.

We believe that the heathen nations
and the sinners of the more enlightened
portions of the world may hear the gos-
pel in the intermediate state between
death and the resurrection, and that the
work of punishment, reformation or sal-
vation will be accomplished is very evi-
dent from the following and other serip-
tures: Isalah 14:12-17; 24:22; 42.7;
61:6. HEzek. 31:16-18: 32:17-32. Zech.
9:12, Tsaiah 49:8, 9. Psalms 16:10; 88:5; -
68:17-20.  Eph. 4:9, 10. 1. Peter 3:18-20.
I. Peter 4:6. Luke, 23:42; 16:19-31. Rev.
6:9-11. Rev. 1:18. Rev. 20:13. Jonah
2:2,  Phil. 2:10. Rev. 5:3-13.  John
5:25-29,

R. C. EVANS,
Bishop of the Church of
Jesus Christ.

Toronto, Ont., July 6th, 1918.

A Song of Entreaty

(leen by the Spirit through Elder
Joseph Luff, at the prayer meeting in the
Stone Church, Independence, Missouri,
Sunday- afternoon, April 1, 1917, sung to
the  tune, - ““I Will Sing of My Re-
deemer. ”)

0, my people! O, my people'

Is-to. you my counsel vain?
*Why call me your God and Father
- ‘While unhonored I remain?

Are my utterances but language
To be mingled in your song?

Do the lips that call me Master

Unto aliens belong?

Think ye I have joy or honor
In the sounds that laud my name,
Where my voice is held to silence
And my ordinance to shame?

. What to me your loud hosannas?

‘What your gifts or zeal’s pretence"?
lerhteousness hath voice In service—
Musie in obedience.

Ye have said “God is sufficient—
He alone our strength shall be;

His the ¢lory of achievement—
His the sword of victory’’

What, then. means this guest of armor?
What this lust for equipage?

That your. enereies consume and
Cumber in the war you wage?
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Who is wise shall learn my secret;
Whoso trusts shall understand;
- Wisdom with obedience walketh—
. Faith with victory—hand-in-hand.
Ishmael shall not Isaac fetter,
Nor my temple David build;
Uzzah’s hand, my ark approaching,
Will be With disaster filled.

My ways are not yours, but, know ye,
‘I'am God, nor speak in vain;
Be not slow my call to answer——'
Few the moments that remain.
Not for skill or wisdom human—
Not for wealth of carnal lore;
But with panoply from heaven
Seek ye conquest evermore.

See “ve not the clouds portentous?
- Note ye not the world’s alarm—
Nations to their ruin hast’ning—
Self their interest—flesh their arm?
Is this desolation voiceless?
Speaks this carnage not to you?
"Echoing my ancient Warnmga—
Witnessing my word is true?
13
Would you teach my fingers cununing?
Doth my thought no shrewdness
know?
Who hath at my bidding ventured
And been smitten by my foe?
Ages offer you the story—
Centuries my record bear—
Tribute to my prudence paying
In full measure everywhere.

By my skill worlds have their bemg,
Would you teach my soul to plan?
Years eternal greet my vision; '
Think ye yours outstretch the span?
Scent ye dangers 1 discern not?
Catech ye sounds that ’scape my ear?
Needs the sword my hand bhath sharp-
ened
To be whetted by your fear?

Heaven lingers for your answer—
Angels wait your faith’s appeal;

Zion’s course must clearer impress
Of my Spirit hence reveal.

If by these be pledged your triumph
Favor waits you from on high;

Whoso finds not here contentment
Soon must cease to occupy.

Dear reader, if this is what it pur-
ports to be, namely a revelation from
God, then all who read it must be con-
vineed that the Reorganized Church has
Jost the Spirit and have but a dead form
left. They have dishonored God, silenced
the voiece of revelation, put His
ordinances to shame, and have become a
disobedient and worldly people, and as a
result show clearly that the prophet they
trust in “shall not build the temmle, and
unless repentance come, soon they will
cease to oceupy. They have continued to
drift and have been rejected.
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