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SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

dLLUSTRATLED

BY ELDER J. S ROTH.

[t is not my intention to frighten
any one; | merely expect to set
forth facts and truths. Neither do
I desive to offend any one, for that
1w not my purpose.  The last time |
spoke upon this subject, three per-
sons junaped up and left the con-
gregation. I found out afterwards
that I had hit them terribly hard,
and of course they could not stand
it.  You know that when a bird i»
hit it will always tlutter, so if all
goes off smoothly this afternoon we
will know that no one is hurt.

My brother dropped a few words
in his sermon thig morning—I! be-
lieve the words were, ““We are liv-
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ing in the last days,” or perhaps,
““These are the last days.” I learn
in the word that by the mouth of
two or three witnesses shall all
things be established and shall en-
deavor to prove the brother's asser-
tions true by prophecies which I
find recorded in the word of Ged
and by phenomena which many of

No. L.

you, perhaps, have observed in days
past and gone. The words which I
have selected for my starting point
are found in the 3d chapter of 2d
Peter.

It will be impossible for me, this
afternoon, to present all the ideas
in connection with this subject—
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that we are living in the last days—
there is so much to be sald, consid-
ering also that I will have to he
somewhat carveful as well, because
my brother said the other day that
I forgot we had a reporter, <o 1 will
try to remember that we have one
here today,  The words 1 referred
to are these: “Runowing this fiesy
that there shall come in the iast

dayx scoffers, walking after

own lusty, and raying, where i the
promise of his coming? for sinee
the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were from the be
ginning of the creation.” 1 know

-

that the objector comes in night
here on the starting point of this
examination and teils me that the
apostles wrote in the day in which
they lived and that those were the
last days; that the apostles were in
the last days 1=00 vears ago, Well,
if the apostles wrote 1500 years ago
that they were living in the last
days, ana if we have lived 1vou
years, or near that, this side of the
apostles’ day, are we not nearer the
end than they were? if they con-
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cluded 1n their day that they were
approaching the end and we ave
1900 vears farther down the stream
of time, are we nol’ . nearer. the end
thau they were? I believe that we
are living in the last of the sixth por-
tion of time, and that the seventh day
18 approaching; that the last rays of
the setting suu of this .dispensation
and age of the world are disapear-
ing in the west, and that we can al
ready discern signy of the millen
nial dawn in the east; and we want
to examine this matter and see if
we cannot find some prophecies that
have been spoken which will estab-
lish this  idea and prove this
claim.

I go back and tind a record given
concermng the creation of the
world; and [ believe that if this
world would be allowed to run un-
111 the last day, or the last hour, or
the last minute, that it would not
be over 108 years until the final
consumation of all things would be
ushered in.  When I go back I find
that God created the world in six
days, Now I do not care whether
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we call that six.days of twenty-four
hours each, or whether we take
Peter's word as found in 2d Peter
2:8, where he declares that one day
with the Lord is ag a thousand years
and a thousand years asx one day.
I believe that when God created the
world he created it 1n six divisions
of time(the word tells ns that these
divisions of time were days, but |
am not going o tell you whether
they wure days of twenty-foar
hours each or whether they were
days of a thousand years eachy and
I believe that when God had worked
six divisions of time he rested on
the seventh davigion, and that s
emblematic of our week.,  Niy days
we labor and rest upon the seventh
day, and then the week is complete.
We find that God labored <ix divis-
ions of time and rested upon the
seventh, and [ believe that is em-
blematic of this creation; that this
world shall labor six divisions of
time and that upon the seventh di-
vigion or part of time it will under-
go the rest that the Creator under-
went. [ believe these six divisions
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of time are almost past.  We find
that after the world had labored
2000 vears 1t underwent a great
change; the flood was ushered in
and the world was baptized and al-
most wholly depopulated. We
pass along 2000 vears more, and

No. L

another great event takes place; we
tearn that Christ the Son of the liv-
ing God comes as a Redeemer to save

the world, and now we bave passed
along until we have almost reached
the end of the third 2000 years, or
in other.words, we are almost down
to the Saturday evening of this

www.LatterDayTruth.org



-
i

world, when a great change will
take place upon the face of the
earth, and what will that be?  The
world is beginning to wake up to
the fact that there is going to be a
change; we find that many ave al-
ready figuring as to when the end
will be.  But remember we are unt
going to sel the day or the year in
this examination.  That has besn
done by many in days past, and <o
far we have failed to learn that the
world has come to an end  at the
time they set for that event 1o trans
pires therefore they have fatled,
When I read in the 2th chapter of
Matthew that Jesus s=ayvs that no
man shall know the day nor the
hour of his coming, 1 learn that
when I set the day for the end
come, I am domg somethiny that
God says I cannot doj but no where
is there a declaration that we have
not a right to look into and examive
the events that are transpirin

aronud us and see whether or not
we are approaching that time when
Jesus shall come again.  There 153
man—perhaps you have read of
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him—Prof. Totten, who says in his
writing, ¢l am more concerned
about this than I can express, for
while the mass of men take it for
granted that I am merely ‘a crink’
-an alarmist,” I have ample testi-
mony from thousands who have
read my books, that they are abso-
lately inaccord with current events.
We are living in the most critical
days the world has ever seen, and I
am perfectly willing—nay, anxious
—to go on record that things will
by no means get better, but rather
worse, s0 it is'peculiar, so it is ful-
filling day by day, and those are
blind who do not or will not see it.”

There is where the trouble 185 he
says, we have evidence that the
end 13 approaching, and the mass
of men wiLL not see it.  When we
go back sixty years to the time
when thig idea was first promulga-
ted, there were very few that would
accept  1t, but now there are
thousands everywhere who drink in
the same idea, and advocate the
samne theory.  Take this partial
summary of events. Since Janua-
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ary 1st there have been four de-
structive wind-storms, killing near-
ly 200 persons, viz: April 1st, Mis-
sourt and Kansas, 75; May 27th,
Wellington, Kansas, 53; June {6h,
Southern [Minnesota, 50. In the
same period there have been four
great floods, viz: April 1ith, Tom-
bigbee river, 250, May 1%th, Sioux
City, lowa, 35; May voth, Lowell,
Mississippi, 36; June 5th, fire and
flood, Oil Creek, Pennxylvania, 166,
and there have also been, viz: Jan
nary 7, MeAllister, I T, 65, April
20th,  Minersville, Peunsylvania,
12, May 1oth, Roslyn,  Wash
ington, 4, May Lith, Butte, Mon-
tana, 1. Three fires have been un-
usually  dirasterous to life, wvir.:
January zigt,  Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, Surgical Institute, 135 February
aoth, Hotel Roval, 20o; April usth,
theater, Philadelphia, 12, Besides
these there were: On March st
an cxplosion at Jordan, Michigan,
by which ten lives were lost; and
June 1:3th the explosion at the Mare
Island Navy yard, which killed 13,
and June 16th, the fall of the
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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bridge over the Licking river by
which 32 lives were sacrificed.
These are the principle disasters of
the vear, and they involve an ag-
gregate of wo0 lives.  Adding to
thix total the sum of losses by mi-
nor accidents we have the fbllowing
sad and unusual record: By fire, 276;
by drowning 1,364; by explosions,

313 by falling structures of various

kinds. 267; by mine disasters, 102,
by wind storms 2105 by hightning,
3205 grand total, 3,588, The total
loss of Iife by these causes during
the whole of last year, and 1801, was
one of the most destructive years on
record,—was 5,762. So it is evi
dent that 1892 will far surpass its
predecessor in loss of life and prop-
erty.
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I merely desire to show that here
1s another who stands as a witness
that we are approaching the end of
time when all th.ngs shall take a
change. Now the text says,
“Knowing this first, that there
shall come in the last davs scoffers,
walking after their own lusts, and
saving, where 13 the promise of his
coming? for since the fathers fell
asleep, all things continued as they
were from the beginning of crea.
tionn.” If I did not have another
testimony on record, that alone
would be suflicient to prove my
position: not long since [ was talk-
with a man who used almost the
identical words which are recorded
here.  When I told him concern-
ing the signs of the approaching
end he asked, ¢ Where are the signs
of the coming of the Son of Man?
All things are as they were in the
past.” That comes very necar re-
peating the words of the text. So
men will fulfill prophecies recorded
against themselves.

We pass along and examine other
prophecies in connection with this,
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to learn whether they have been
fulfilled or not. Turning to the 3d
chapter of 2d Timothy and begin-
ning at the 18t verse we have some
prophecies which declare that
which shall be 1n the last days.
And I want every one of you this
afternoon to watch and judge for
yourselves; look around you and
meditate upon this matter and asgk
yourselves if these things have not
been fulfilled, or are not in course
of fulfillment. We read, ¢«This
know also, that 1 the last days
perilous times shall come.” Ilave
perilous timee come? Look around
you, look upon the waters and upon
the land. llave ever such events
occeurred as have transpired within
the last score of years? We will
see what they are. “For men shall
be lovers of their own selves.”
Ave there any in the world today
who are lovers of themselves?
Judge for yourselves. You are to
be the judges this afternoon, I
merely present the facts before you,
and remember 1f these prophecies
are not fulfilled today, they will be,
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somewhere in the near fuature; if
there are no men on earth today,
who are lovers of themselves the
time is commng when there will be.
¢smen shall be lovers of their own
selves, covetous, boasters.”  Are
there any covetous people on the
earth today? Look around you and
examine for yourselves. Any
boasters upon the earth todav? A
certain person once said to me,
“You are the worst boaster 1 ever
saw.” | replied, «If thatis true,
that fills the bill.” Perh'aps I ean
find auother one among my breth-
ren here that will stand by e, and
help me boast.  But thank God we
have something to boast of.  "That
fulfills this prophecy and shows that
we are living in the last days, in
the fulness of time when Christ
shall come again.  <Proud.”  Are
there any proud people upou the
earth todav? Well, if there are
none in this part of the country,
come out to Grinnell and 1 will
show you a few. Wegoon a Iit-
tle farther and we find that there
shall be blasphemers in the last
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days. llave we any blasphemers
today? Yes, we have them today,
and we shall not have to go very
far to find one. At Rockford, Iili-
nois, there is one who claimsto be
the Christ. e fills the bill.  Tvis
said he has a hundred angels in con-
stant attendence around him now;

N | )

bitl am not going to vouch for the
truthfulness of the statement for 1
don’t believe that they ave angels; I
saw one of them and she bad*no
wings.  These are some of the
blasphemers that are to be in the
last days. But this man is about
to remove because it is too warm
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for him in Illinois, and he is going
down on the line between Iowa and
Missounsi. I suppose he thinks he
can dodge there.  Yes, we have
blasphemers in the last days. < Dis-
obedient to parente.”  Are there
any of that class amonyg the children
of men today who are disobedient
to parents? I have talked with old
men and women and they have told
me that they can look back and sec
the change in the rising generation
from what things were in the tune
when they were young: ([ see
gomebody nod his head back there,
I guess that must be true.y  So we
have this prophecy fultilted.

“Without natural affection.™ Oh!
I wish that that was not so,—that
there are so many of the human
family without natural affection.
What does that mean? Sam Jones
said once, **What God has joined
together let no man put asuuder,
but what the devil has joined to-
gether let them go to Chicago.”
(So the papers had 1t.) Well, the
reason for that was beecause in Chi-
cago the train stopped twenty min-
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utes for dinner and fifteen minutes
for divorce; so there was no trouble
in getting r1d of thdse they had got
tired of.  *“Without natural affec-
tion.”  Yes that was the point I
was examining once when two wo-
men and a man in the congrega-
tion avose and went out.  They
had just been divorced a short time
before.  We want more natural af-
fection in the human family. 1
sometimes think that some get
married for the sake of seeing their
names 1 the papers, thenintwenty-
four hours they are ready for a di-
vorce to get their names into the pa-
per agam. [ will tell you what I
have seen, | saw license for mar.
riage taken out within an hour after
the divorce was granted. The
brother told us very plainly this
morning that when Kve transgressed
the law and wasabout tobe expelled
from the garden of liden, Adam had
natural affection enough to eat the
apple and go out with her. I won-
der how many men to-day would do
likewise? It is more likely that
they would, instead of eating the
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apple, let the woman go, apply for
a divorce and get anotherone. These
are signs that we are living in the
last days. Judge for your own
selves whether this prophecy is ful-
filled; whether there are those m
the world who have not natural af-
fection.  This is one of the prom-
iged sigus of the last days,

We haveanother declaration heres
“Pruce breakers, false accusers”
ete.  Truee breakers, we learn in
Romaneg that that means a covenant,
Are there truce breakers ou the
earth to-day? Tor the good of the

_childven who do not know what
truce means 1 will explain,  In the
armny when we were down in front
of Petersburg and the picket lines
were within a stone’s throw of each
other we would hoist a lag of truee,
thatig, we would tie a white hand-
kerchief or a newspaper on the end
of a ramrod and hold it up—atoken
that we were on friendly terms with
each other. Dut just as soon as the
officers came along the truce would
be taken down and firing would
commence, Now suppose that
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while that flag was up somebody
would have taken up his gun and
thot at the other side, that would
have been breaking the truce, and
Paul savs they are covenant break-
ers.  Have we anything in that line
to-day?  Here two persons make a

No. 5.

covenant with each other, but final
ly one begins to break that cove-
nant—does not de as he agreed to
do.  Arethere any of that class
the world to-day? Are there any
in the world to-day who will get in-
to your confidence and a3 the ex-
pression 1s, “‘pump”everything they
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can out of you concerning your af-
fairs, and just as soon as they get
your secrets turn around and be-
tray you? Are there any of that
character in the world to-day? It
there are none there soon will be;
and 1f there are, mark it down as
one of the signs of the coming of
the ¢nd of the world.

“False accusers.”  Are there any
false accusers on the earth to-day?
Yes.  There was a woman down in
eastern Jowa who acensed me of
having seven wives, and I had eniy
one. ‘T'hat 1s a false accuser. They
are to bein the last days andf
there are any now, f{riends, itixa
token of the [ulfillment of prophe-
cy, that we are living iu the last
dayx,

We go on a little further and
read, “Incountinent, fierce, despizers
of those that are good.”  If [ had
time 1 would like to comment on
all these,

“Traitors, heady, highminded,
lovers of pleasure more than lovers
of God.” I guess there are none of
that class to-day. T.overs of pleas-
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nre more than lovers of God; [ won-
der if there arc any Latter Day
Saints who are lovers of pleasure
more than lovers of God.  But the
day will come when these people
will be on earth, and I believe the
day is close at hand, if not here
now.

Having a form of godliness, but
denving the power thereof.” These
are they that profess to be the fol-
lowers of the Lord Jesus Christ,
“having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof.”  Are
there any of that class in the world
to-day? Look around you. There
shall arise in the last days those
who have a form of godliness, but
deny the power thereof.  Whats
this power of godliness? [ w.ll ex-
amine that matter for a short time,
and then let you jadge. We read
that Jesus told his disciples to go
to Jerusalem and remain there till
they were endued with power from
on high; and when that power came,
when the lloly Spirit was poured
out upon them, we learn that they
prophecied and spoke in other
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tongues as the Spirit gave them ut-
terance. In the 12th chapter of 1
Corinthians 1 find more of the dem-
onstrations of this power: “lo one
is given by the Spirit the word of
wisdom; to another the word of
knowledge by the same Spirit; to
another faith by the same Spirit; to
another the gifts of healing by the
game Spirity to another the working
of miracles; to another prophecy;
to another the discerning of xpirits;
to another divers kind of tongues;
to another the interpretation of
tongues.” Ilere is the power that
was to be given by the Hoy Ghost
in dayvs that ave past aud gone,
Now we come down to this aze of
the world and we find thoxe who
wve the form of godliness, bat
deny all these things connected with
it If there are not any of tha
class to-day there will be hefore
Christ comes; there will be a class
in the last days that will worship
God, but deny the power which
wag given to the Saints 1800 years
ago. And this is an omen, when
that time comes, that we are living
in the last days.
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“Having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof, {rom
such turn-away. Tor of this sost
are they which creep into houses
and lead captive silly women.” In
the last days there is to be a class
of people who will creep into houses
and . lead captive silly women. |
think you all know something about
that class of people. “Now asJannes
and Jambres withstood Moses, so do

No. 6,

these also resist the truth, men of
corrupt minde, reprobate concern-
ing the faith, but they will proceed
no further,” and neither will they,
for their folly shall be made mani-
fest to all men.

But I will have to pass on. I
will invite your attention to the
24th chapter of Matthew and come
right -down to what Jesus has to
say about this matter. Remember
he zaid, <3y the mouth of two or
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three ~witnesses ghall all thimgs be
established.”  In'the 24th c¢hapler
of Matthew and 3d verse this mo-
mentous question is asked him, +'Tel
us, when shall these things he, and
what shall be the sign of thy com-
g, and of the end of the world?”
That iz just what we are trying (o
get at this afternoon-—wtat shall be
the sign of bin coming and of the
eud of the warld,  Let ns gee what
he says abont it.  “And Jesus sadd
unto them, +Take heed that no
man deceive you,  For many shall
come i omy name, saying, | oam
Christ, and shall deceive many.
And ve shall hear ot wars and ru-
mors of wary, see that ye he not
troubled, for these things must come
to pasy, hut the end is not yet.  For
nation shall rise agamst nation, and
kingdoniagainst kingdom, and there
shall be famines and pestilence and
earthquakes, ~in  divers places.”
Please wnark nov: «“And they shall
deliver you to be -afllicted, and shall
kill you.” That is, the church of
Christ is golng to saffer.  “And ye
shall be hated for my name’s sake.”
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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“‘And then shall many be offended,
and ghall betray one another, and
shall hate one another.  And many
false prophets shall arise and shall
deceive many. And because inig-
nity shall abound the love of many
shall waxcold.” There are omens
of the last days, and when we see
them we may know that the last
days are vnear at hand. +**And this
gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a wit-
ness unto all pations; and then shall
the end come.” It is said that
there are wminigters of Christ 1
every part of the world preaching
the gospel.  Now there must be
gomething wrong somewhere, either
they are mistaken and preaching
only part of the gospel or Jesus’
prophecy is false  And I cannot af-
ford to believe that Christ ever
made a mistake.

In Matthew 22:24 we read: <If
any man shall say unto you, Lo,
here is Christ, or there, believe it
not. For there shall arise false
Christs, and false prophets, and
shall show great signs and wonders;
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insomuch that, if 1t were possible,
they shall deceive 1he very elect.
Behold, 1 have told you before,
Wherefore, 1f they shall =ay unto
you, Behold, he is in the desert; go
not forth; Behold, he isin the se
cret chambers, believe it not. For
as the lightniug cometh out of the
east and shineth even nuto the west,
so shall also the coming of the Son
of Man be.”  Now, skipping anoth-
S Verse or two we l'l?ﬂd: :"IHHHU"
diately after the ribalation of those
days ghall the san be darkened, and
the moon shall not give her light,
and the stars shall fall {rowm heaven,
and the powers of the heavens shall
he shaken, I wonder if there s
any one here who raw tnat fullilled.
““Aud then shall appear the sign of
the Son of Man in heaven,”  His
sign shall appear.  What shall that
be? By and by we will find some
more of these signs.  “And then
shall all the tribes of the earth
mourn, and they shall see the Soun
of man coming in -the clouds of
heaven with powerand greatglory.”
We will skip a few more verses and
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¢o to the 33d: ©Bu hkewise ye,when
ve shall see all these things, kuow
that 1t 12 npear, even at the doors.
We will examine these things as we

2

pass along. 1 am now merely lay-
ing a foundation to stand upoun.
“Verily I say unto you, this gener-
ation’—the generation when these

No. 7.

things begin to take place— ¢‘shall
not pass till all these things shall be
fulfilled,” till Christ shall come
again.  <“Well,” says the objector,
“the generation that witnessed the
beginuing of these things is past,
for a generation is thirty-three
years.,”  No, friends, we learn from
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the Bible and Book of Mormon that
a generatlicn-is -one hundred vears
But mark you this hundred years
from the. time these things begin to
come to pass shall not pass away
till all be fulfiled: Now if the wise
men of the world will step upon
the platform and tell us when these
signs began to appear, then we can
approximate the time closely when
Jesus will come.

We pass along a httle Turther.
“Ileaven and earth shall pass away
but my words shall not pass away,
But of that day and hour knoweth 1o
man, no, ot the angels in heaver,
but my Fatheroaly. But asthedays
of Noah were, so alzo sl all the com-
ing of the Son of mavn bhe”  Are
things nowas they were inthe days
of Noah?  The next verse says,
“They were ealing and  Jdrivking,
marrying and giving inmarriayge, un-
til the day that Noah entered uto
the ark.”

Now turuiug to the 21si ¢ apter
of Luke; and beginning at the 7th
verse we read:  “And they a-Ked
him, saying, Master, but when stall
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these things be? and what sign will
there be when these things shall
come to pass?’ Aud he repeats
the saine that we have in DMatthew.
We go on to the 10th verse: <Then
he said unto  them, Nation shall
rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdon; and great earth-
quakes shall be in divers places, and
famines and pestilence; and fearful
sights and great signs shall there
be from heaven. But before all
these they «bhall lay their hands on
youw and persecute you, delivering
you up to the synagogues, and into
prisons, being brought before kings
and rulers for my name’s sake.”
This has all been fulfilled. «Settle
iv thervefore in' your hearts, not to
meditate before what ye shall ans-
wer; for I will gwe you a mouth
aud wisdom, which all vour adver-
garies shall not be able to gamnsay
nor resist. Anid ye shall be betrayed
both by parents and brethren, and
kinsfolks and friends; and some of
you shall they cause to be. put to
death.” This has been literally fal-
filled within the last sixty ycars.
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¢*Aund ye-shall be hated of all men
for my mname’s sake.” Then he
goes on again describing the des
truction of Jerusalem. In the 25th
verse he says: ““‘And there shall be
signs 1 the sun, and in the moon,
and in the starg, and upon the earth
distress of nations, with perplexity;
the sea and the waves roaring.”
Now, has there been any of tins
fultilled? Ilas there been any per
plexity of nations? Is therc any to-
day? What of these strikers? The
nations are perplexed, they do not
know what to do.  Thus we have
fulfilled the declaration of Jesus,
that i the last days there shall be
perplexities of natiors which are
coming on the earth; <Mew's hears
failing them for fear, and for look-
ing after those things which are
coming on the carth.” Don’t men's
hearws fail them for tear when they
look around and see the terrible
things that arve upon the earth? In
Grinnell, where I live,when a black
cloud riges in the west you will sec
the people watching 1t and  trem-
bling, and if it begins to loom up
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larger you will see them enter their
cavesin ahurry, Aterriblecyclone
swept over the city a few years ago,
and killed some thirty or forty per-
sons there. «Men’s hearts failing
them for fear.”

“And there shall be signs in the
sun, and in the moon, and in the

No. 8.

gtars.” [ wonder if therc have been
any signs in the sun, in the moon
and in the stars within the last few
years. I willexhibitsomedrawings
that I have here of signs which
some of you perhapssaw at the time
they oceurred.  Youw'll have to say
that at least some of the prophecics
have been [ulfilled. Now, friends,
remember the words of Jesus Christ
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that just before his coming f‘theré
shall be signs in the sun, in tle
moon and in the stars,” llere we
have a few signs. - Here we have
the Northern Lights (See cut No.
1.) as they appeared 1n 1887, Seq
how the heavens were crossed and
checkered, llere we have the Black
Cross of 1883 (See cut No. €)a
black cross in the unorthern skies
These are signs of the coming of
the Son of man. 1lere we have the
moon on IFebruary isth, 1889, (See
cat No. 3} with a straight bar
cross it and a curve on each side, as
you sca it here.  There shall be
signs in the moou says Christ. Here
is the moon on Febraary 26th 1=x3,
(See cut No. 4.) You can see thiy
bar through the moon, and these
beams crosging it. 1 observed theze
myself and copied them as they
stood upon the moon. Jesus says,
“T'here shall be signs in the sun,
and in the moon and 1n the stars.™
IHere1s the sun in 1862 with two
small suns on each gide of it, (See
cut No. 5.) with a bar across each
otie, and one through the center of
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the sun. Here is the sun on Novem-
ber 22d, 1879, (See cut No. 6.) with
the figures 22 appearing onits face
just as plain as it conld be written
onthe blackboard- I want to say
further concerming these rigns, the
first one, 1 Dbelieve, was seen with
the naked eye, in 1816, Remember
“This generation or one hundred
years shall not pass away till all be
fulfilled.” Ilere we havea hand
that appearad on May 22d, 1888,
(See cut No. 7.) It bung over I'in-
ley, Ohio. Isaw a man from that
place a short time after it was seea
and he said that some of the citizens
of the town went almost crazy over
it, and 1 do not wonder atit. Ilere
is the hand with the index finger
pointing downward, and these spots
represent blood dripping off the end
of the finger, Ilere we have signs
of the coming of the Son of man in
1888. Here is another—here is the
quarter moon -on December Gth, 91,
(See cut No. 8.) with a circle around
1t and three other moons visible at
the same time. Will some of the
wise men of the age tell me what
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all this means.. Here we have four
suns visible at the same time; three
below and one above (Sce cut No,
0.)all visible at the same time. ‘T'his
was geen in March, 1890. Foursuns
with a circle around each one of
them.., Jesus says, «“There shall be
aigns in the sun.” - lere is avother

the moon on December 31, (833,
(See cut No. 10.) This is the moon
with a bar across it as you see it
there, and another across that one,
Ilere we have another, the moon in
March 1200, (See cut No. 11.) with
one straight bar across it as you see
it presented there. Again, here we
Lhave another moon in 150G, (See
cut No. 12.) with two circles, one
encireling the othier, Here 18 anoth:’
er that appeared in December 1555,
At the bottom of the ring is the
sun; (See cut No. 13.) the curve in-
side the ring represents sun dogs,
and the three small circles are
small moons,  Will some of the
wise men teil us what these things
mean? Now look at these, remem-
bering the words of Jesus  Christ.
““When ye shall see these things
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come to pass, know ye that the
kingdom of God is nigh at hand.
Verily I gay unto you, This genera-
tion shall not pas away till all be
fuliled.” That is, the one hund-
red years when these sigus begin to
be fultilled shall not pass away till
Christ will come.

No. 9,

Let us examine further. Since
1850, earthquakes have Leen very
frequent. Mark this dowa first,
that the first history we have on
record of them there was just one,
on an average, n 112 years. llow
many are there now? e haveone
every six and one half bhours. It
has been said that there are so many
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more lives lost now than there used
to be, beciuse there are 80 many
more people now than there were
formerly. That looks plausible,
but is that the reason we have an
earthquake every few bours, instead
of one every 112 years? [ believe
it is the fulfillment of Christ's words
that ¢-earthquakes shall be in divers
places, and famines and pestiences,”
Let me read a httle favther concera-
ing this earthquake matter: »Since
1860 earthquakes have been more
frequent, wide spread and teriible;
thundermngs more  common  and
frightful; lightnings’ more fear
ful, terrific and disastrous; and
“empests’ tornadoes,  evelones and
whirlwinds, have been more preva
lent and destraetive  than  cver
known before 1mn the same lenuth of
time. These fact: are bevond sue-
cesslul contradiction.”™  “In Qoo
ber, 1864, in India, the waves of
the sea were driven inland by a
cyclone, anl many thousands of
lives and many wnllion  dollars
worth of property were destroyed.”
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Now I would like to know when
the first cyclone oceurred. I ecan
remember when such a thing as a
cyclone was not known. The first
cyclone is recordel in 1834. DMark
it down, that in 1834 the first oy-
clone is recorded.  What is the
cause of this?  Is it because there
are so many more men upon the
earth? No, it1s oneof thesigns of
thecoming of the Son of man. In
1833 I believe it is, there were 600
cyclones recorded by the United
States Signal Service, and you go
back only a few years and there
were none at all.  Jesus says all
these things must come to pass. I
will read a little more about des-
tructions by cyclones: «On Octo-
ber 31st, 18706, in the same region
[Indiaj a cyclone drove the waters
of the sca over some of the most
populous districts, destroying 215,-
000 human lives with an immense
amount of property. In 1867, at
the island of St. Thomas, the waves
rose sixty or seventy feet higher
than common, and ‘heaved them-
selves beyond their bounds,’ carry-
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ing upon their crest a United
States war steamer, and leaving it
lugh and diy on land.  In 1868, at
the Sandwich Islands, the waves
rose fifty to sixty feet higher than
was their wont and theaved them-
selves beyoud their bounds,” wash-
ing away a oumber of the little
coasts towny, destroying life and
property. In August of the same
year oceurred ‘the great tidal wave’
which beat along the Pacific coast
from the bay of San Irancizco on
the north, to near Cape lorn on
the south. At the bay of Valpa-
rairo, and other contiguous seaports,
the waves rose filty to seventy feet
higher than usual, tearing the ship-
ping loose from its anchorage in
many places and bearmg the largest

vessels in upon the dry laud, des

v
troying a great many lives and mil-
lions of dollars worth of property,
and up to the present time tidal
waves, with the =ea heaving itz
waters beyoend their bounds are fre-
quent and appalling,”

Now I will give some death raies:
“From January 1st, 1887, o De-
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cember 31st, the death voll from
natural causes has been increased
from the ranks of scientists, clergy-
men, doctors, bank.rs, scholars, all
classes, trades and callings in youth
orage. Disasters have made thou-
sands of victims, 1,000 in one five,
700 in one earthquake, 200 by a
theater fire, 5,000 oy floods in

adera

No. 10,

China, and agamn 4,000 and 2,000
in the gsame maunner, 150 in a rail-
road disaster, 162,000 from pestil-
ence, 10,000 in battle, in all 187,-
950 in Kurope; and 2,810 in our
own country, of whom 1,822 met
the grim monster on the rail, 204
lost their lives on our inland lakes,
and 6,557 lives were lost on the
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ocean; the grand total of pestilence,
battle and digaster, reaching the
enormous number of 199, 161 souls
as against 122,791 the year before.”

“Suicides, poor mortals incapa-
ble of further conflict in the battle
of life, through blighted affections,
melancholy, or the thousand alleged
causes 1or the rash act, number in
the.United States alone 1,257, in-
cluding men prominent in mercan-
tile, scientific and political eircles.
Nineteen different methods of tak-
ing life were used, the revoelver be-
ing favorite; the hemp route second
choice, with novelties in the way of
starving, cutting down a tree so as
to fall on the suicide, and the dyna-
mite routeadopted by the Anarchist
Lingg.

“Murder has held high earnival
in America duaring the year, hir vie-
tims numbering 2,335 against 1,499
in 1886, Quarrels resulimmg in
1,199; jealousy 184, liquor 212 aud
self defense 34.”

What 1s the matter, friends? Are
we drawing near the end of time?
Mark you the nearer we get to th
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end of time the more the power of
God and the power of the devil will
be made manifest against each oti-
er. We are told that there are no
devils to be cast out today. Then
it is a good spirit that is acting up-
on humanity and causing this large
number of gunicides and murders.
Are you prepared to believe that?
Was it a good spirit or an evil one
that caused our worthy presidents
Lincoln and Garfield to be murder-
ed?

“The law and Judge Lynch have
not been idle, though the vengence
has been in small ratio with the
crime, 79 judiciously huang, while
the less mercitul, but generally
more just Judge Lynch has swung
oft 123 victims, the majority in the
Southern states.”

“The fire fiend destroyed $65,158-
000 in $100,000 to $5,000,000 lots,
while the gmaller fires raise the
sum total of property destroyed to
about  §130,000,000 against $115,
000,000.”

I will have to pass along, because
my time iy almost expired. I amn
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not through with this, but I want
to get along a little further and
show you sometlhing about war
equipments,

““The war equipments of the na-
tions, by land and sea, are far more
extensive and highly perfected,than
ever before known. Ior instance,
the forces of Austria amount at
present to 836,980 men. Russia
has angmented her armies to 1,714
810 men. The aggregate mlitary
strength of Italy 18 near 605,200,
The German Empire can sammon to
the feld 1,261,160 men. The
Frencharmy isabout 977,600 strony.
The land forcesalone of Great Brit-
ian, number over 478,800 wen, be-
sides which her navy is the largest
in the world. The Bwedish army
numbers_about 274,500,  The num-
ber of soldiers now at the disposal
of all the European governments
amount to betlween 6,000,000, an
7,000,000, an increase of over one
third in number since 1859, And
still they are arming.  The trust of
nations today is mainly in their
strength, their wealth, their wis-
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dom, and their military prowess,
rather than in trath and righteous-

Now I read a clipping from a
hicago paper: “War, famine, pes-
tilence, fire, wind, water and ice
have been let loose and have done
their worst, aud with such appali-
ing resulte, and with such remarka-
ble phenomena accompanying them
that it is not to be wondered that
men have sometimes thought that

No. 11,

the ol of the world had come.”
Yes, 1t 13 no wonder that the
children of men begin to think that
the end of the world lias come. 1
might go on and give you many
wore evidences of the fulfillment of
prophecy concerning the last days
but I will call your attention to one
more portion, ur perhaps two, from
the Old Testament referring to  the
fultillment of prophecy in the last
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days,  We find 1o the prophecies of
Joel a description of how it ghall
be 1n the hour of God’s Judgement,
I read from the first chapter begin-
ning with the second verse:  “llear
this, ye old men, and give car, all
ve inhabitants ot the land, Hath
this been in vour days, or even in
the days of your fathers?” lle
goes on to  prophesy something

which shall be somewhere in the
future.  Tknow the objector comes
in here and tells us that all these
things come 1n their natural course
and time, aud because the human
family i3 growing apd multiphy

s0 much, L+t us wo on aud seu
what Joel has further to say about
this:  <That which the palmer-
worm hath left hath the locust eat
en; and that whieh the locust hath
left hath the canker worm eaten; and
that which the canker worm hath
left hath the catterpillar eaten”
ITere we have the description of
something that s going to destroy
the vegetables, And T sometimes
think that Joel did not look down
the stream of time as far as to
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where we are. IHe has failed in this
description to portray all the events
that would ocecur, for he missed the
cabbage worm and the potato bug.
But he has given us enough to show
that we are living in the last days.
ITe goes on further: ¢Jor a nation
is come upon my land, strong, and
without number, whose teeth are
the teeth of alion, and be hath the
cheek teeth of a great lion. lle
hath laid my vine waste and barked
my fig tree; he hath made it clean
bare, aund cast it away, and the
branches thercof are made white.”
“Lament hke a virgin girded with
sackcloth for the husband of her
vouth. The meat offering and the
drink offering is cut off from the
house of the Lord; the priests, the
Lord’s ministers, mourn. The field
is wasted, the land mourneth; for
the corn is wasted, the new wine is
dried up, the oil languisheth., Be
ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen;
howl, O ye vinedressers, for the
wheat and for the barley;”—mark
that farmers; for the wheat and for
the. barley—because the harvest of
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the field is perished. The vine is
dried up, and the fig tree Janguish-
eth; the pomegranite tree, the palm
tree alro, and the apple tree, even
all the trees of the field are with-
ered.” s that true, friends; arve
the trees dying in the orchards?
Why, I could pwint out orchards
today which ten years ago were
nice thrifty orchards, and today
theve 1 not a vingle living tree in

tbem.”  These are signs of some
great event that was (o take ylace
in the fature from the time wh
this prophecy was written. G

T

d

yourselves, and lament, ye priesis;

howl ve ministers of the altar; come,
lie all night in sackeloth, ye mints
ters of my God; [or the n‘mt ol
g aud drink offering is witholden
from the house of your God.”
“Banelfy ye a fast, calla solvmn
assembly, gather the elders aund a’}
the inhabitants of the land inte the
house of the Lord your God, and
cry uuto the Lord, alas for the day!
for the day of the Lord isat hand,
and as adestruction from the Al
mighty shall it come. Is not the
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meat cut off before our eyes, yea,
joy and gladness from the house of
our God? 'The seed 18 rotten under
their clods; the garners arce laid des-
olate, the barns are broken down;
for the corn is withered.”

Is that {rue? does the seed rot in
the ground? Why, I can go back
justa few years when we could sow
a certain number of acrez of wheat
and tell just about what the result

N 12,

of the harvest would be. Can you
do that now, friends? Within the
fast two years I have seen where
farmers have planted their potatoes
three times before they would grow;
something that was never known be-
fore.

““How do the beasts groan! the
heards of cattle are perplexed, be-
cause they  have no pasture; yea
the flocks of sheep are made deso-
late. O Lord, to thee will I cry;
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for the fire hath devoured the past-
ures of the wilderness, and the tlama
hath burned all the trees of the
field.”

Has such as that been known?
Go 10 Wiscounsin, Michigan, and
other places, and you will find this
prophecy literally fulfilled, when the
fires swept across the country and it
scemed as though the very elements
were on fire. Up in Dakota a man
had a new wagon standing about

-~

the middle of a forty acre field of
plowed ground, the fire burned that
wagon, and he cannot tell for the
life of um how the fire got there,
unless, as it secemed, the elements
were on fire, So we have ks
prophecy fulfilled. But I am not
through with thisyet.  <'Thebeasts
of the field cry also unto thee; for
the rivers of water are dried up, and
the fire hath devoured the pastures
of the wilderness.” Do we need
any more evidence that we are liv-
ing in the last vista of time? The
propheécies are folfilled.

In 1833, on the 12th day of Nov-
ember, if I mistake not, many of

www.LatterDayTruth.org



48,

the stars fell from heaven. I am
not afraid to assert that to bea
fact; wy mother has often told me
that the stars fell from heaven on
that date, and 1 find a prophecy re-
corded somewhere declaring that it
should be so, that the stars should
fall from heaven as a fruit tree cast-
eth her untimely figs when shaken
of a mighty wind. Just shake a
fruit tree violently and then tell me
which way the frait will fall. Tt
will fall every way, that isthe way
the stars fell.  They fell every im-
maginable way, fulfilling prophecy
to the very letter,

I could show you many more
evidences had I time. How many
of you remember- the first Saturday
night of September when the north-
ern light began tocome up? 1 will
call your attention to that. They
were arrayed 1 two conlending
bodies, and came up higher and
higher a3 two columus of fire, and
seemed Lo be resisting each other.
A great stream or gult of darkness
was  between them. When they
dame up, they .came as two contend-
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ing armies. lHow many of yon saw
that? This continued until they
came right over our heads in the
center of the heavens. There they
rested as two armies preparing for
battle, and when they had gathered
their forees, as it were, they came
together with a mighty rush, then

No. 1.

recoiled and rested again.
The streams continued to come
together, and then recoil, and
the closer they would get together
the faster they would go; when they
came together they seemed to come
with a crash.

What does all this mean? There
shall be signs in the heaven and in
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the earth, because these things point
to the time when Christ was to
come again. And now, friends-,
figzare for yourselves, whether we
are not living right in the sunset of
time, or in other words, when
Christ shall come again. 1 would
like to examine the second chapter
of Nahum, for it also refers to the
preparation or of the second com-
ing of Christ, Read it and vou
can see the application,  Thauk
vou for good attention,
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