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MEMORIAL SERMON. 
BY ELDER H. A. STEBBINS. 

COMR.A.DEC AND FRIENDS:-

In the midst of life's toils and 
sorrows we have met again upon 
what is called Memorial Day". Only 
a few of us now remain, who were 
comrades in the past, in camp, in 
field, and upon the long and dreary 
march. F Jr, as '1:\'e commemorate 
the passage of another year, we re­
member that, as t1me has swept 
along, since last we met in annual 
assembly, thousands who were our 
comrades have passed away, among 
them, comrade Joseph Hammer, 
whose memory as an honest man, a 
valued friend, and an esteemed cit­
IZen, as well as your faithful com-
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rade in the Allendale Post, will not 
soon be forgotten, nor, I trust, his 
influence be lost upon those who so 
well knew and so fully trusted him, 
who wronged no man and whose 
memory will long remam green with 
immortal bays of honor. As an as­
sociate and friend of mine, in the 
sarr.e faith, I join you m the high­
est tokens of honor and esteem to 
the memory of this man. 

Therefore it is with a feelmg of 
sadness as well as wtth those of' 
pleasure that we, meet to· day. I 
am glad that, notwithstanding the 
thinning of your ranks, some yet 
live who were engaged in the great 
struggle by which our heaven- born 
nation became more firmly estab­
hshed as the home of the free and 
no longer the land of the slave, so 
far, at least, as African servitude is 
concerned. 

But it was a sad and unnecessary 
tragedy, one of bloodshed and de­
struction that lasted through years; 
an unhappy conflict because it 
seemed as a death struggle between 
brothers, a grappling between those 
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whose fathers had fought side by 
side in 1812:-15, and the~r grand• 
fathers in i 775-82.- But;the. unhap­
py conflict, upon which a world · · · 
gazed wJth wonder and with disfa­
vor, ended at last, and the remnants. 
of great ~rmies that had gone intq: 
the field during four year,s of war 
came home~- leaving a ha1f 'million 
of men asleep-'on the field, or iuthe 
prison pens of the South, or in the 
national cemeterie~, those commg 
home following the emaciated forms 
that the prisons gave up, those left 
unslain by fever, starvation, and the· 
bullet. . 

I use for my t!)xt this morning a 
few words found in the tenth verse 
of the twenty-fifth chapter of Levit· 
icus, as follows::--

"Proclaim liberty throughout all 
the land to all the inhabitants there­
of." 

And I shall speak chiefly of liber­
ty, believing it to be the God given 
right of all men, whether it be In­

herited by all from their fathers or 
not, or whether the oppressor may 
yet hold some in political, moral,or 
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spirit11~J bondage. At+tl wben I 
speak oJ liperty I do so recog~izing 
that she his often gained her own 
only by f<;,.rce of arms and by blood­
shed, sad comment upon the race 
that i!! next to the itivine, and to 
which the Ureator said, "Proclaim 
uberty throughout all the land, to 
all the inhabitants thereof." He 
said it because he knew that free­
dom was the right of man, of all 
men; and only in it can men flour­
ish, either as the race, as nations. or 
as individuals. It was the com­
mand of God, IT STILL IS- THE COM­

MAND OF Gon, to all the kings and 
lords, to all the rich and the power­
ful~ to proclaim liberty by every 
act and every deed, by wh1ch any 
and all may take burdens and bond­
age from off their fellow men; and 
there are none so poor or weak that 
they have not obhgations of th1s 
character, as well as have the great, 
to thus bless theu fellow-men by 
every deed of kindness and love 
that shall lighten the toils of man 
and let him go free, to permit him 
to be happier, stronger, braver, and 
more intelligent and useful. 
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To me war is not a pleasant theme. 
The very name of war brings to you 
and to me the thought of hatred and 
violence; of untilled farms and 
empty shops; of town and county 
desolate of men, and the thought 
that, as beasts of prey fall upon 
man and drink his blood and eat 
his flesh, so, likewise, does man 
fall upon his fellow man, having 
neither love nor pity in his breast; 
and it matters not where he thrusts 
him, or where his bullet strikes, in 
heart or throat, so that he whom he 
knows not is killed or disabled, and 
thus unfitted to oppose those for 
whom he fights. 

In Europe today are said to be 
eight millions of armed men, all pre­
pared for, What? Not to obey 
the divine injunction, not to pro­
claim peace; no, but to obey 
kings and rulers, who by a nod may 
command them to destroy millions 
whom they have no reason to hate, 
and to lay waste the fairest fields of 
earth, the fairest produced under 
the highest liberty and by the arts 
of peace, such products as war 
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knows not; to make them run red 
with crimson blood of man, who is 
tf.e crowning piece of God's work­
manship on earth; yes, to sweep h1m 
from the earth as if he had no right, 
no place in the heritage bestowed 
upon h1m, no part either in life, 
liberty, or the pursuit of happiness. 
And by the same powers ten mil­
lions more m~y, within mnety days, 
be set in motion for like destruc~ 

tive purposes. And it is all, or 
chiefly, to mcrease the dominion or 
add to the territory of each king-

. dom, or to prevent some other from 
success in the same line of acquire­
ment. Thus,mamly, have been the 
causes of the wars that have at 
times devastated portions of the 
earth, and destroyed agriculture, 
commerce, arts, education, and all 
the fru1ts of peace, and the happi­
ness of families and of nations. 

On the other hand liberty is 
sacred,lib€lrty is the guaranteed right 
of man, whether he is rich or poor, 
heathen or Christian, ignorant or 
learned. L1berty, as declared in 
the immortal Declaration of Jude-
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pendence, is the inalienable right of 
every human being to be free, free 
to do as he pleases, so long as he 
does not thereby prevent the proper 
freedom of some one else, or inter­
fere with the privileges and happi­
ness belonging to others, their 
rights being also equal to his own 
as to life, liberty and happiness. In 
other words, liberty is the right of 
every person to be :l:ree, and to re­
gard all others as likewise free, and 
equal w1th himself to the common 
gifts of the great Creator. . 

And though men have contended 
that the Old Testament Scriptures 
sus.tain slavery, yet I gather from 
them the reverse, and that the sub­
j ectwn of one man to a~other as a 
slave was ALWAYS in oppositwn to 
the will of the Alm1ghty. ln his 
time Christ spoke of certain things 
that were permitted because .of the 
hardness of their hearts, not because 
these thmgs were pleasing t.o the 
Orea tor or for the good of man. 
The Almighty is compassionate in 
his efforts to educate man up to his 
requirements of vhtue in them. So 
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a1so he wishes them to learn that 
liberty iii not simply the right to do 
as they please, but 1t is the right to 
do right, the right to respect all 
others in their rights, and to be 
free in the sense of keeping the laws 
by which they may remain forever 
free and have all other men free 
with them. So polygamy was per­
mitted and slavery was allowed un­
til they should learn better things. 

See the commandment that was 
not extreme but was educational, 
namely that in the yea:r of jubilee 
all in bondage should be made free 
as shown by the word, "Proclaim 
liberty throughout all the land, to' 
all the inhabitants thereof." This 
was the process of the Almighty· 
until slavery was eliminated. If it 
was a slow process so has the educa­
tion of the race during six thousand 
years been a slow one,"in many ·re­
spects. And we in America won­
der why ail Europe does not wel­
come the same freedom from kings 
and from vast standin~ armies such 
as we have freedom from; why those 
nations persist in increasing their 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



already immense national debts 
each year, why they continue royal­
ty and why they sustain m1llions of 
non-producers who, profit nothing, 
but only eat up earth's substance 
while they prepare for war; who add 
nothing to the wealth, but instead, 
who take from it; and the natiol1s 
stagger under the burdens that they 
never can pay only as a poor man 
pays h1s debts when he pays the 
debt of nature and is carried to his 
bunal. 

Perhaps you have nevtlr thought 
that this passage from Leviticus was 
prophetically copied upon that bell 
which has lately been brought from 
Philadelphia to Chicago, called the 
:'liberty bell," which so recently 
was followed through the streets of 
Chicago by a reverent throng, all 
anxious to look upon the bel(~ that 
in 1776 pealed forth the glad tidwgs 
that the Congre'ss of the Colonies 
had signed the renowned Declara­
tion of Independence, whose adop­
tion resulted in their becoming a 
free and independent nation among 
the kingdo~s of earth. 
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If you have thought of the bell 
and of the message upon it you may 
have supposed that it was engraven 
there after it had rung out the proc­
lamation .of liberty to all the people 
of the land. But such was not the 
case; for it was placed there twenty­
three years before the Declaration 
was adopted, namely m 1753, or 
one hundred an·d fo~ty years ago 
this present year. You may never 
have thought of this, that nearly a 
quarter of a century before there 
was a thought of such a declaration 
or even that the colomes would ever 
be united in federation, this bell 
was prepared as a messenger and lts 

. message stamped upon it, that which 
it was to proclaim and sound abroad 

·as the beginning· of a new era to the 
·world, the era of a broader, deeper, 
and grander liberty than the world 
had seen before, though some had 
dreamed of such and sought to plant 
something like it, but had failed. 

Yes, I believe that this bell was 
to have a voice in the great drama 
of life, perhaps divinely intended to 
give fervor and strength to patriot-
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ism as it literally pealed forth the 
mspinng tones that seemed to speak 
the en graven words, "Proclaim lib­
erty throughout all the land, unto 
all the mhabitants thereof." No 
wonder, then, that the bell is so 
safely guarded by soldiers all the· 
way from its home to the city ot the 
west, and there watched lovingly by 
them, and gazed upon w1th pride 
and honor by all who come and go. 
And these actions show how the 
Americans of today revere the free- · 
dom that was bought by our fathers, 
and how the spuit of patriotism 
burns within the breasts of millions 
.of the grandchildren and great­
grandchildren of those patriot sires. 
Not only does this spirit dwell with· 
in the full grown man and woman 
but it IS in like manner manifested 
by the youth, and the small boy, 
too, and it is not confined to sex, 
but IS found as nobly exalted in the 
wives and daughters, as was evinced 
during our recent great struggle for 
a continuance of that union. There 
is everywhere, as though it came to 
us. by inheritan-.:e, and also in the 
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air we breathe, a veneration for lib· 
erty and for the prmciples of liber­
ty, and for everything that has had 
part, whether 1t is animate with 
life, or inammate as the bell, a ven­
eration for everything that aids or 
bas aided in the securing of freedom 
to humanity. 

I have said that evidently the Cre­
ator intended universal freedom to 
be the rule, aa manifest by the ad­
VICe and counsel given, even as this 
one that the world awoke to at last 
and prophetically graved upon the 
bell of which I have spoken. Then, 
again, the word that was spoken by 
Jeremiah tbe prophet, as a warning 
and a reminder, as in chapter thirty­
four, verse seventeen, that reads as 
follows: "Yehavenothearkened un­
to me in proclaiming ltberty, every 
one to his brother, and every man 
to his neighbor; behold, * * I will 
make you to be removed unto all 
the kingdoms of the earth." 

Thus we see that judgment was 
threatened, and it came fully to 
pass, because the Jewish nation 
failed to give hberty to the bond-
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men, as they bad been commanded 
to do. So there came upon them 
trouble and destruction. And so,for 
like cause, trouble and destruction 
came upon our land thirty years 
ago, following a suffiCient waiting 
time wherein the Lord of hosts 
seemed proving us if we would 
carry out the very principles avowed 
by the nation as being its founda­
tion. For the immortal Declara­
tion set forth that all men had an 
equal right to life and hberty, and 
the men who framed it appealed to 
God to witness the justice of the1r 
cause. Yet they failed to compre­
hend the full scope of their own 
words. They didnot think that it 
referred to slaves, for then twelve 
out of thirteen colonies were slave 
holding. But m time it was forced 
upon the attention of their poster­
ity, and the nation stood before the 
world as having framed something 
that, before heaven,meantnot white 
men alone, but the black man as 
well as the white. The Supreme 
Ruler held the nation accountable, 
and AmeriCa must stand by her 
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prmci]Jle~, not only hy outward ap-' 
pearances and by what they i'.fEA.NT' 

in framing but also by the ~rue spir-
1 

it of that which they appealed to 
God to help them to defend and to 
maintain. 

Your speaker believes that the 
Almighty prepared the land that we 
call America, as the special land 
of all lands, as the special portion 

· of the earth, kept until the laet, that 
here he might establish a people 
whose character he bad been fram­
ing through ages of ancestry and by 
the working of his Spint upon men 
and nations, thus preparmg many 
people to come here and lift up the 
standard of liberty, of justice, of 
human free-agency, unto the hap­
piness and peace of all who take 
part in the administration of justice 
and mercy, or who are affected 
thereby. 

In the ••dark ages" men were 
divided mto bands and clans, and the 
men who really had homes and 
houses called them castles; and, they 
gathered to them the lesser ones as 
retainers, and with them made war 
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•lll otlwr castle holderR. 
('Very rnan vrho \Vas nut one of these 

small feudal lords had to attach 
himself to one who was; and he had 
to do his bidding or he had no place 
in the world, and no safety. I 
thank God that we of to day were 
not born under such a condition of 
thingR, although affairs may be un­
equal t-nougb, through our own 
fault or the fault of others. But 
whether we have a voice against any 
or not, yet we praise the brave and 
noble men who established and de' 
fended our liberties with their lives, 
their fortune~, and their sacred hon­
or. 

And 1f we give praise to men, if 
we honor a vVashington, an Adams, 
or a Lincoln, I call your attention 
to the fact that God is to be praised 
ahove all others. He first spoke 
the words which becarue our nation­
al battle-cry, '•Proclaim hberty 
through all the land," and to which 
our nation was compelled to bow as 
to the divine edict before peace 
could be bad. The manacles had to 
be taken from four millions of 
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f:.laves befur-e either the north or ihe 
south could he or have ret1t 
from war in that otherwise irrepres­
sible conflict, as it was called by 
one ot the great statesmen of the 
day. 

Yes, the Almighty said, "Pro­
claim liberty," and he also gave 
J ndgement and said: "Y e have not 
hearkened unto me in proclaiming 
liberty." And I do not believe 
that it was a. happen-so that Amer~ 
ica became the special and abiding 
home of freedom. I believe that a 
mightier power was back of John 
Hancock, Thomas Jefferson, Ben­
jamin Franklin, John Adams, Rob­
bert Morris, Rog®r Sherman, and 
other brave souls that framed and 
adopted the grand declaration of 
rights, in fact the power that moves 
the univerae, one that not only in­
spired their hearts but also theu 
pens when they wrote and their 
voices when they spoke forth senti­
ments that dwelt first m the bosom 
of God in his love for the race. 
And when he found men who were 
honest for their fellow-men as well 
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wLo bent not 
theu knt'es to kings, iu them he 
placed hir1 in8piriug Spirit, 
tht>m ag has heen wdl 
build better than they knew," or a 
grauder and a more endunng strnet­
nre than they anticipated bmlding. 

The Almighty chd r.ot want Israel 
to have a king, and so long as he 
could he prevented it; but, whl?n 
they persisted in their reqne~t, he 
consented. He l as always desired 
men to be free, but they have loved 
royalty and the pomp and splendor 
of eourts. :Many do so now, and 
they have their way; but they s_u:ffer 
the lash, endure mcreased taxation, 
and millions are added yearly to 
the national debts; yet they seem to 
kiss the rocl·wl:nle they groan under 
the crushing weights. 

·when the young Virginian, Pat­
riek Henry, uttered the lofty and 
sublime sentence, "Give me liberty 
or give me " he but spoke the 
§entiments of the new world that 
wa~ then awakening to its birth, 
right. And the 'V\7 ords 
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time. and m 

even upon the land 
of God as the place where such sen­
timents should be uttered, the one 
prepared and npon whreh only 
could they have been uttered with 
siwcess and carried on to victory. 

And thank God, their faith, then· 
prayers, their labors, and their 2ae­
nfices were indeed cro,vned with 
:success, the Lord of hosts being 
with them; and we have entered in­
to the fruit of their laborR. And if 
all the people of this great nation, 
which has been so favored of heaven 
would but carry out the divine 
principles of freedom, of justice, 
and of truth, "throughout all the 
land to all the mhabitants thereof," 
then everything would be well with 
us as a nation, and there would be 
nothing to fear in our land. 

I w1sh to say something more up­
on th1s subject of the freedom of 
thiS country being under the watch­
care of the great Ruler of the mii­

First, that, from the 
the men v'lbo accom-
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tbose \vho not the 
princi of truth and free-

tho~e ~~ho \\:ere the 1nost un­
selfish in their O\VTI a1nbitions, but 
also they had such a love for their 
country and their fellow 
that they lHve also loved their Cre­
ator, and Dnd per­
~onally appealed to him for 
presenting the justice au<l purity of 

their cause as warrant for thPH sup­
plicatwns. Especially in the be­
ginning, before lust for office and 

for wealth had ~o corrupted tho 
very souls of men and 
their judgments, in those days the 
most of the leading men were pray­
ing men, men who believed in God 
and in hl§ power and will to inter­
vene in behalf of the oppressed ami 
in favor of the libtrty of mankind. 

Washington, the great man, the 
unselfish patriot, who was rai§eu up 
to perform the very work he did so 
grandly accomplitJb, was one who 
sought d1vine guidance, one who 

out his soul before m 
to 

of 
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wrong Do.nng that terrible winter 
that was spent by him and his army 
at Valley Forge, waiting for the 

to come, when his men with 
thin cloth1ng and ragged shoes wenJ 
camped in the snow, sufferines hun­
ger and all the tide of war against 
them when the fall campaign c!osed, 
even then Washington did not des­
pau aw1 givf-1 up the effort, but he 
continued to commit himself and 
the cause of American liberty to the 
care of God. 

It was ~. dark hour, the darkest 
hour the colonies had seen, and even 
W asbmgton was being defamed and 
his services belittled by envious 
ones who wished him relieved from 
all command. But he was not in 
Phrladelphia asking personal favors 
of Congress; no, he was was with 
his freezing and starving army at 
the front, and there, in unselfish 
devotion, sharing their privatiOns 
and dally appealing to God in be­
half of his country, for a turn in 
the tide of war that she might be 
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made never hnnself 

but that it would 

:fifr. Isaac ''Tatts, \Vlth whorn he 

boarded a portwn of the t1me 1n 

the Valley, related hrs PXperience 

of tiudmg Washington in the 

d 1 he 1N here, upon his knees 
with the tears rolling down h1s 
cheeks, he was pleading with the 
Almighty for the aid that did mar­
vellously come, even before the 
winter was over, such as astonished 
not only the British armies but also 
the colonies, such acl rou§ed the lat­
ter. to greater activity and to the 
8Ustaining ot the Commander in 
Chief with men and means to carry 
on the war. vVheu Mr. Watts firt:t 
found ·washington thus praying he 
went to his house and told his 
and, as is related, he used the fol­
lowing words: "If there is anyone 
on earth whom the Lord will listen 
to it is George Washmgton, I feel, 
Emre that our indepePdence will b~;; 

e5tablished, and that God in his 
provic1enee has willed it so." And 

this view to be correet. 
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And W'hom I c~~trPm to have 
he!::JD a true: u: .. ,acher in tbef-le latter 

declared that God established 
the constitution of this hnd at the 
hands of wrse men whom he raised 
np for that very purpo~e, and that 
he redeemed the laud by the. shed­
ding of blood, be~ause it was not 
just that any people should be m 
bondage to others; but that all of 
right should be free. 

Also it is written in another book 
as follows: "And this land shall be 
a land of liberty, a,nd there shall be 
no kings upon this laud; and I will 
fortify this land against all other 
r,ations; for it iRa choice land unto 
me above all others, saith God. 
Ancl he that raiseth np a king shall 
perish; for there shall be no kmgs 
he1·e." 

And you may see that th1s 'word 
is true, especially by a circumstance 
that occurred many years after that 
was written. I speak of the effort 
made by Napoleon t!: e Third to 
established a throne in to 
make the crowning act of his reign 
to consist of placing a monarch in 
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the new world, to form a kingdom 
and a court next door to the United 
States. See how it utterly failed. 
l\'Iaximillian landed at Vera Cruz 
on May 28, 1864, when our country 
was in her great trouble. But he 
and .his empire were not acceptable 
to the Mexican people, and, after 
three years ot turmoil and war, he 
and his coadjutors were overthrown 
and slain, thus, so Immediately and 
ignomimously, bringing to an end 
the effort for a throne upon this 
continent. 

And how soon after came to pass 
the words that he who should. even 
raise up such a ruler should himself 
perish. In 1870 Napoleon himself 
fell from being the head of one of 
the greatest natwns of earth, and 
died m exile a few years later; not 
only that but he came to dishonor 
and died unlamented by the ci vtl­
ized world. 

You may say that Brazi.l had an 
emperor, Dom Pedro, but he was 
no more a king, except in name than 
our presidents are; he held no auto­
cratic sway, and at last had to give 
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up even the empty title. How true, 
then, that no king has been per­
mitted to reign as a monarch upon 
this continent. 

Therefore, puttmg all these 
things together, I am sure that 
America was mttmded of God as the 
choice land of liberty and ot plenty. 
Hear what one of the orators of our 
time, an ex-member of Congress, 
said a few years ago in a Fourth of 
July address. It was as follows: 
"There is, to my mind, nothmg 
more evident than that Providence 
reserved the American continent as 
the promised land of the human 
family; and that God sent Colum­
bus, guided by unseen hands, to 
bring it forth. Though obscured 
for thousands of years by an im­
penetrable vale of waters, yet it 
was beheld afar off." 

I may add that history shows 
that Columbus claimed that he was 
inspired, that he believed that mto 
h1s hands had been placed some 
work to be done in the discovering 
of a land that, up to h1s day, had 
been hidden from the world. · And 
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I believe that he not only felt that 
be was moving in line with the 
divine will, but I believe that he 
was so directed and wrought upon 
to bring about the discovery when 
God was ready to plant the lovers 
of liberty upon it, when they were 
ready themselves to be placed upon 
it. The same speaker said further, 
as follows: 

''Behold the wisdom of God in 
preparing this continent for the 
abode of man. He laid its founda­
tions upon the eternal granite of Its 
hills. He pointed its boundaries 
with mountains. He lined Its riv­
ers from zone to zone. He filled it 
with beautiful lakes and fountains. 
He spread out its prauies and plant­
ed its ,forests. He enncbed the 
veins of earth with precwus metals. 
He moulded mountains of iron and 
vast fields of coal. He surrounded 
it with seas and lighted it from on 
high. He filled it with animal life, 
and prepared food for all. So per­
fect have been the operations of the 
Eternal Will, in the creation of 
America and the creation of man, 
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that the most complete adaptability 
ex\sts between the purposes of the 
Infinite and the government of the 
finite. In a word, •In wisdom he 
has d.one it all; for humanity has be 
done it well.'" 

I might rehearse to you the series 
of wrongs that the colonies suffered, 
that led them to rebel against the 
mother government; also tell ot the 
seven and a half years of war against 
the armies of King George. but 
probably you are aU familiar with 
the story of those days. It should 
be a matter of study to the youth 
of our land always, that they may 
ever know what was done to found 
our liberties. I remember that 
from the time that I was eight or 
nine years old, the history of those 
times was of thrilling interest to 
me, the story of vVarren and of 
Wayne, of Washmgton at Valley 
Forge and Trenton, of Gates and 
Greene, of :Marion, the <•Swamp 
Fox," and of many other daring 
patriots. I have read of a consul­
tatiOn being held between Marion and 
some British colonel, and that the 
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latter was taken blindfold mto 
.Marion's camp in the swamp; that 
dinner came while he was there and 
.Marion invited the colonel to Ftay. 
B'lt all that the darkey cook had to 
present was sweet potatoes and salt, 
to the astonishment of the man who 
was used to many luxuries in his 
own camp. And when he had re­
turned to his fellows he said that 
it was no use to try and defeat 
these rebels, when they would de­
fend themselves and their country 
while eating salt and potatoes. And 
he was so struck by the evidence of 
their sincerity and endurance that 
he resigned h\s commission and 
went home to England, so the story 
goes. 

To give a few statistics I will 
IJ1ention that in the time of the 
revolution the colonies embraced 
only three hundred and forty- one 
thousand square miles of territory, 
and there were about three million 
people. Now there are nearly sev­
enty million people and over three 
million, five hundred and twenty­
seven thousand •quare miles of ter-
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ritory, or ten times the surface that 
there was then, and twenty- two 
times the population. Then twelve 
out of thirteen colonies were slave­
holding; now there are fifty states 
and territories and all are free. 

Well may we apply to America 
the words of the poet Montgomery: 
';There is a land of every land the pride, 
Beloved of heaven o'er all the world beside. 

* * * * * * * 
Art thou a man! A patriot I r,.ook around ! 
For thou shalt find, howe'er thy footsteps 

roam, 
That land thy country, and that spot thy 

home." 

Of the recent war, and of those 
who participated in it, I will say 
that the young men and women of 
to-day cannot realize the exciting 
times and thrilling scenes of thirty 
years ago, when the nation awoke 
to the hard fact that the great cris1s 
ot war was at hand, perhaps a long 
and bloody contest of arms, whose 
end and result none could foretell 
of himself. There was to be no 
more compromise in the effort for 
peace by the North. The '•irre­
pressible conflict" could only be set­
tled by disastrous war, With his 
sword and torch. 
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Nor can many to-day comprehend 
m their hearts the almost innumer­
able severing of the dearest of 
human ties, many of them severed 
forever by the death of husbands 
and fathers, of sons and brothers, 
of those betrothed in love until the 
coming home, which never came. 
No, we cannot now realize what it 
was when millions at home, fathers 
and mothers, wives and sweetheartst 
children and friends, looked eager­
ly :tor each day's paper or listened 
for telegrams from the various arm­
ies, from the army of the Potomac, 
or the army of the Cumberland, or 
from the army of the Tennessee, or 
from the fotee around Vicksburg, 
or on the Red River, or from 
those with Sherman in the Tennes­
see and Georgia campa1gn, whwh 
resulted in those terrible battles of 
Kennesaw, Lookout, Missionary 

- Ridge, Resaca, Atlanta, and more 
or less all the way to the sea. 

Those were trying times, indeed, 
when parents, and wives, and child­
ren, and sisters, read daily lists of 
thousands gone down to death, per-
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haps their own loved ones with the 
others. I remember that at the 
crossing of the Rappahannock six 
thousand men went down, either 
killed or wounded, within ten mm­
utes. Think of 1t, and what It 
meant to thousands at home all 
along the hills and prairies of the 
North, not to mention the untold 
number who felt the same pangs in 
the southern land. 

·wm Carlton puts it pretty well, 
for one who was but small at the 
time of the war. He speaks for 
the boys who went, in the follow­
ing language: 

"We struck our camp at break of day, we 
marched into the fight; 

·we laid the rose of pleasure down and 
grasped the thorn of right. · 

The roll of drum was joy;to us, the fife was 
sweetly shrill; 

The waving of our country's flag, it made 
our pulses thr1ll. 

"They cheered us as we walked the streets; 
they marched us to and fro, 

And they who stayed spoke well to us how 
brave it was to go. 

Our faces set with iron deeds that yet were 
to be done; 

Our muskets clean and bright and new, and 
glistening in the sun. 
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'·It was so like a tournament, some grand­
er sort of play, 

That day we bravely sholdered arms and 
marched, marched away. 

There came a sudden dash of tears from 
those who said 'Good-bye;' 

We set our teeth together tight and made 
them no reply. 

"Twould never do to droop our heads 'fore 
goin in the fray, 

So gallantly we shouldered arms and 
marched, marched away. 

But when the boy within us had to perish 
for the man, 

'Twas then the holiday was done, •twas 
then the fight began. 

•· * * * * * * •· 
"And 0, it seemed a grander time, when 

through the battle's cry, 
We went to show, if needs must be, how 

bravely boys could die; 
It seemed so like some brilliant dream, that 

glory-painted day, 
We turned our faces towards the fight and 
marched, marched·away." 

As one w1th you, as one who be­
lieved that the nation should remain 
undivided, I, as a boy in my teens, 
enlisted at the :first call for 300,000 
more in 1862, wh1ch call wat:~ soon 
increased to 600,000. Those of us 
who were sent to Louisville, to the 
assistance of General Buel, march­
ed out of that city on the first day 
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of October, 1862, the portion I was 
with going through Bardstown .and 
Springfield to Perryville, where a 
battle was fought on the 8th. 

Our march was through a dry 
land, no rain havmg fallen for 
many weeks. Little water was to 
be had except in ditches and holes. 
Where the water was an inch or two 
deep we skimmed our cups careful­
ly over and got what we could as 
free from mud as possible. Where 
we couldn't do that we put down 
our pieces of pumice stone and 
sucked the dirty water through the 
rubber tube attached until the mud 
became so think on the stones that 
we could get no more without 
cleaning them. It was· nauseous 
and bad enough. And there was 
misery .in marching through deep 
dust under a hot sun, day after day, 
carrying gun, canteen, haversack, 
and perhaps a knapsack also. One's 
blood seemed to be at boiling point 
by day; and then at night, without 
tents, and many without blankets, 
we suffered w1th cold until morning 
came to begin another day in dust 
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ap.d ,heat, without water and some· 
times with little to eat. We were 
fortunate if we got time to boil 
some coffee or partially cook a bit 
of beef held on a stick over the fire 
built by the wayside. 

The correspondent of the Louls­
ville Journal wrote of this march in 
the following language: 

"Along the roads there was. one 
continuous stream, day and night, 
of infantry, cavalry, artillery, am­
bulances, and baggage and ammuni­
tion wagons. Both men and beasts 
were almost strangled by the dust, 
and there was no relief of water to 
check the suffermg. The enemy 
boasted that they had us in the dry 
valleys and we would perish. And 
they held the springs about Perry­
ville and Danville as long as they 
could keep us from them. * * * 
But it is over now, yet I have a 
recollection of it that will last me 
to the grave." 

Comrad John Hunt of th1s con­
gregation was there m the 75th 
Illinois, while I was in the 74th. 
Perhaps others of you were there. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



I remember that the night after the 
battle was over we cam.ped near a 
dry creek, but findmg .a lo.w ,Pl!lce, •. 
holes were dug m the sand and. 
gravel, and we stood in lin~ waiting. 
our turn to dip the . dirty water 
from out those·. holes, glad to get 
even that to moisten our dry tongues 
and fevered lips. · 

After the battle came a cold ram 
that chilled us, for we had no tents 
and few blankets; many regtments 
having left knapsacks and blank­
ets at Louisville. We built rail 
pens and sheltered ourselves the 
best we could. But all that is 
p;1st now, and we shall never again 
join in the march, nor bivouac 
on the field. ·W1th each recur­
ring :Memonal Day your number 
is lessoned by tens of thousands, 
and, ere long, we also shall bemus­
tered out of service on earth and 
enter into the beyond. But while 
here we should ever abide in the 
principles of freemen, free in the 
liberty that regardt'l all other men 
as free and the1r rights as sacred as 
our own, free to walk in manhood 
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along the way that yet remains to 
us, and free in doing good; free in 
every act of truth and mercy to our 
fellows, and m protecting innocence, 
virtue, and the right wherever we 
may find them. The watchwords 
of brotherly love, charity, and loy· 
arty should be the senttments in the. 
hearts of all true men, and of all 
who were ever s0ldiers in any good 
cause upon earth. 

I close wtth a few brief but im­
portant statistics about the ·Union 
soldiers, who perished during the 
war o: the rebellion: 

The total enhstments in the 
northern armies were two, millions 
eight hundred and forty thousand 
(2,840,000) men. Of these sixty 
thousand were killed in battle, forty 
thoGsand died afterwards of wounds 
received, making one hundred 
thousand slain by bullet and sword. 
Forty thousand, at least, died m 
captivity, in those cruel places 
where they were starved, beaten, 
and shot, of whom about fourteen 
thousand lie at Andersonville, 
Georgia, over twelve thousand at 
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Salisbury, South Carolina, seven 

thousand at Belle Isle, Virginia, 

and six thousand at Florence. 

StatistiCs say that two hundred 

thousand died of disease and ex· 

posure during the war, and uutold 

thousands soon after, so' that three 
hundred thousand are bur1ed in the 
.National Cemeteries, north and 
south, besides all that were brought 
home and buried by frumds. There­
fore not. less than ·a half m1llion 
men perished as the direct result of 
the service, that is of men in the 
northern armies, to say nothing of 
those of tbe south. Then aU along. 
from that day to this the lives of 
thousands have gone out far sooner 
than they otherwise would have 
done. Hence we have some Idea 
of the blood poured out and of the 
strength taken from the nation by 
the war had for the continuance 
of the nation and to perfect the 
pledge gtven in tbe Declaration 
o[ Independence, nam('ly, that all 
men have an eqnal right to life, 
liberty, and happinesil. 
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And, my comrades, may you still 
be soldiers of honor, and stand both 
publicly and privately as lovers of 
truth, justice, righteousness, and 
punty, as those worthy of the trust 
that may be reposed in you, and as 
guardians of virtue m yourselves 
and of the honor of all men. And, 
breathing a prayer for the perpetu­
ity of our nation, and desiring to 
see a greater degree of political 
honor and integrity than seems now 
to exist In our land, but committing 
It unto God unt1l he shall accom­
plish his great purpose for the re­
demption of man and of the earth, 
I btd you, comrades, adieu until we 
meet again, here or in the hereafter. 
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