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Antiquarian Evidences

CONCERNING

THE BOOK OF MORMOY.
mY‘ELDER E, L. KELLEY.

In the thirty-fourth verse of the
Gospel as recorded in the eleventh
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles,
is found this Janguage:—¢“Then
Peter opened his mouth and said,
of a truth 1 perceive that God is
no respecter of persong, but in
every nation, he that feareth him
and worketh righteousness, is ac-
cepted with kim.”

This morning we undertook to

show that it was proper for all to

engage in works of righteousness,
and that such works were brought
about by keeping the commandments
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of our heavenly Father. It must
indeed be a consolation to his chil-
dren who live in this day and age
of the world as 1t was to those in
the first century, that he who hath
given us life, and permitted us to
abide in this ,temporal state for a
time, is willing that we should bave
the highest privileges and oppor-
tunities, and enjoy under his grace
and favor, the special blessings that
he has bestowed upon his children
in every age and dispensition.
How graciousindeed is the language;
““God is no respecter of persons,bus
in every nation he that feareth him
and worketh righteousness is ac-
cepted with him.”

It bas been taught evidently by
the Jewish hierarchy, as may easily
be gleaned from the language of
the apostle Peter, that there were
certain tribes or lines of people
who belong to the class known as
Judah and Israel who were the
special favorites of heaven,and who
alone were the subjects of salvation
and knowledge and the only re-
cipients of his smiling grace. The
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Apostle himself seems to have been
fully traditioned in the belief, that,
although God had spoken to Abra-
ham,Isaac,Jacob,and Moses, and to
have even borne witness of Jesus,
and communicated with the Apostle
in his time, yet he would not and
could not speak to any nation out-
gide the Jewish race. To you and
me now, this seems to have bheen a
very narrow view of religion, but so -
far as the record discloses, that was
the view that all the apostles had
up to the time that the heavens
were opened to Peter, and he was
taught a lesson with reference to
the word, which he, 1n his biased
tutalage, had not before preceived.
He could read in the soripture of
the Old Testament that the domin-
ion of Christ should be from; ¢“Sea to
gea, and from the rivers to.the ends
of the earth.” The Spirit had said
through the Pualmist, «I will give
thee the heathen for thine inheri-
tance and the uftermost parts of
the earth for thy possessions,” but
he had not comprehended 1t. Peter
had accepted the view 1n religion,
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that Ged had created the world and
the human family, but had selected
from the human family a kind of
royal line; and the people within
that royal line were subject to sal-
vation; but if without that tribal

line, they were to be without the
gates of the city. But the Spirit
of the Lord is able o open to the
understanding the minds of the
children of men 8o that they may
comprekend moreafter the reception
of 1t than they possibly could be-
fore. This Spirit was epecially
given in promise that 1t might be
the educator of the believer 1un the
word. ¢‘He will guide you into zll
troth,”—Jobn 16:18. This was
the office work of the Spirit, called
also, “The Spirit of Truth,” and
was the special eduscator to the
church made in promise by Jesus
Christ, and the Beloved Disciple
gpeaking of it says, “But ye have
an unction from the Holy One, and
ve know all things;” and again,<Ye
need not that any man teach you.”
1 John 2:20-27.
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The great world as a rule appeal
to the wrong instructor when they
undertake to learn true religion.
When they wish to know of God
about heavenly things and that way
of life that is spoken of as ‘“the
straight and - narrow one,” the
heaveniy way tc eternal rest—in-
stead of inquiring after true wisdom
by means of this Comforter and
teacher that Jesus gave for the pur-
pose of guiding them into all truth,
they seek other standards and oth-
er means Inadequate to give the
desired knowledge. So it 18 that
it is ot unfrequent in this age of
the world to find men secking after
the wisdom and learning .of this
life, in order to find out God, and
that which relates to heaven and
the life bey‘ond, while itis taught
here in the Bible most emphatically
that; <“in the wisdom of God, the
world, by wisdom, kuew not God.”
—1 Cor. 1:21.. A positive chal-
lenge to the world that it was im-
possible - that they could find him
out except through the Revealer.
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In the first chapter of the first
Corinthian letter, it is not only
taught that in or by the wisdom
of this world, the world by its wis-
dom did not find out God or com-
prehend him, but farther taught
that it pleased God it should not,
and if it is true in that time, 1t 1s
equally true n this, so that if you .
wish to find out about the Creator
of the heavens and the earth, of the
Redeemer and the gospel, you must
not seek 1t through some oune who
has the title of being classical —ed-
ncated in the language of the world
—torholy men of God never wrote or
spake in or by classical tongue;
but in the idioms and vernacular of
the common people in the times
when they lived.

1t 18 a truth, too, whether we are
learned with reference to the lan-
guages of the . world, either the
ancient classic or those termed mod-
ern classic. It is not necessary in
this day and age of the world, nor
has it been in any day and age of
the world that in order to under-
stand the Scriptures, a man muss
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understand the classics; because
the Scriptures were not spoken in
the dress of classical lore, neither
were they originally writtenin that
and this- being true, why do you
ask for a classical scholar in order
that he may tell you what isin
them? Those who wrote and those
who were the speakers wunder the
inspiration of our heavenly Father
spoke the language of the Gallileans
or common people, rather than
that of the Hebrew in his cultivated
state, or of the Grecian according to
his classic culture; and hence we
have the testimony of the Apostle
Paul, althongh himself an educated
man:—*“And I; brethren, when I
came to you, came not in excellen-
¢y of speech, or of wisdom, declar-
ing unto you the testimony of God.”
—1 Cor. 2:1.

Peter was.a man who had the
language of the common people of
his time, so were John and James;
but Paul although he was learned
in the language of hig time,declares;
«“My speach and my preaching was
not with enticing words of man’s
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wisdom.” He came under = the
apecial power of the Master, ig the
idea conveyed; and if the teaching
of the Scriptures in its plainness
must stand in the power of God,
rather than 1n the wisdom of the
world, or,the wisdom of individuals
it geems to me that the true way of
coming to a knowledge and under-
standing of this same word of God,
is in taking such things ag are wnt
ten, and seeking and understanding
according to the Spirit of which
Jeaus said, <“If I go away, I will
gend you -another Comforter, and
when he is come, he will gnide you
into all truth.” And againhe says,
¢It is the Comforter, the Spirit of
Trath, which the Father will send
in my name.” And when we com-
prehend fully the fact that this was
given that the people might be
guided 1nto all truth, and then take
the other side of the - question and
gee that the world has been trying
to guide into all truth outside of
this, and witness the stupendous
failure, we can realize that there is
more in the statement of our be-
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loved Master, than many of us
have given credence for in the
time past.

Christianity must be accepted as
purest and best, as it, in precept
and example, was reflected 1n the
life of the Savior. It is not, as
the many of today assume to be true,
that the Christian work and prin-
ciples have been in the ascending
plane ever since Jesus and the
apostles wrote and spoke. The
light which burst upon the world
then, has been very dim since at
times. I am nota believer in the
theory that either the people of
thisworld, or the church of God
began as it were, in a very low
state so far as wisdom and goodness
are concerned, and gradually grew
in perfection and knowledge. tak-
ing alongall those who were con-
nected; or thatthe race at any time
hag begun from a low ebb, to rise
and continued its ascendency with-
out a reverse; nor will it keep on
increasing in wisdom and knowledge
until the people shall reach the
apex of efficiency and understanding
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of the knowledge that was in Christ,
and surpass the apostles.

And when we take the ground
that our fore-father Adam must
have been in the night of bondage,
so far as light and intelligence 1s
concerned, and that the children
afterwards, by unaided wisdom,
have developed until they have come
into the 1ight of liberty and peace,
we are on the wrong side of history.
Truth in history reveals as fully
the decline of the race as it’s rise;
of the decadence of knowledge as
its growth.

Take the Roman nation, there
was certainly a decline in that, as
there wos a growth of the people
from the time that the two brothers
went out . into the wilderness in
order that they might make for
~ themselves a position and a name.
And it seems to me that if we
should take the Roman as he exists
today, and compare him in knowl-
edge and wisdom with the two
brothers who went into the wilder-
ness, that Romulus and Remus ~
would stand pre-eminet as men of
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large wisdom and knowledge. Of
course their nation, as a nation,
grew and its boundaries became
great. 8o it is with our own nation
we are greater in power and might,
but the men who framed the con-
stitution of the United States were
the peers of any that we have to-
day. The one who led the armies
in the revolution stood then with
the mightiest, and now does with
any who have lived since. So at
the same time that we have grown
great as a nation, we must admit
that individual wisdom and knowl-
edge stood equal in the early days
of this nation,with that of today.
It is said by the Psalmist, <’lhe
law of the Lord 18 perfect.”
This law that was to be applied to
the children of men in order to re-
lieve them from sin, is represented
as that which was sufficient, as far
back as the writings of David.
And in the time of James it is
represented to be, ¢«The perfect
law of liberty.” It was no more
perfect when James wrote than
when David wrote; and when we
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examine the teaching of the Apostle
Paul with reference to the writings
that had been given to the ancient
saints, we learn that they were
given, ‘“for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of
the Scriptures, might have hope.”
True, also, when the Apostle Peter
speaks upon this, he says that,
«“The prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man, but holy
men spake a8 moved by the Holy
Ghost.” When Jesus speaks of
that which was given 1n previous
times, he says: <‘Search the Script-
ures, tor in them ye think ye have
eternal hife, and they are they
which testisy of me.”"

That spoken before the Christian
era was true, so that the people, so
far as they were concerned, ought
not to have thought that they had
outgrown the word of the Lord to
the world, or that they were in ad-
vance of their forefathers in every-
thing pretaining to the wisdom and
knowledge of the Creator.. In the
time of the preaching of the Apostle
Peter, opportunities were excellent
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for learning the trath. He had
been taight under the instruction
of the Son himself. = He had re-
ceived instruction from one who
would not err.  So that in his at-
tainment of knowledge respecting
the Divine will, he evidently un-
derstood as much about religion as
anyone that is alive in this world
‘today. Posgibly he Lknew more
about religion than any may who are
hiving at this time. Why should
he not have known more? And so
far as direct communication with
the Lord is concerned, evidently he
had opportunities that are much
greater than ours; he had a personal
association that you and I cannot
have. And the Lord was willing
to communicate with his children
when they had capacity to under-
stand and retain knowledge.

Now, if there is one thing today
for which the Saints are criticized
more than any other, it 18 for be-
lieving this statement in my text,
of the Apostle Peter, and acting
upon 1it, itis this—We claim that
God may have] communicated his
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will to the people upon the Westel'ljl
continent, as well as to the people
of the eastern continent. The 1dea
of the world has been that God was
limited in his resources of work;
that his boundaries were circum-
geribed, so far as communication:
was concerned with the human,
family; and when it was announced
some sixty years ago that he had:
slso spoken to the western world
and revealed himself, people called
it heresy. They said 1t was not in
harmony with the Word of God; but
when we opened the Word of God
and find that “God is no respector
of persons, but in every nation he
that feareth him and worketh
righteousness, is accepted -with
him,” it 18 clear that the trouble
has been _with the people, rather
than the man who accepted revela-
tions of sixty years ago.

I presume there would not have
been the fight in the world against
the Saints there has been for the last
sixty years, had it not been for
this claim that God was equal to
the task today of what he preformed
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in the first century, and that so far
back as the firgt century of our era,
America had Divine instruction.
When we take up the language of
the prophets and apostles, which
all accept as true, they are in har-
mony with the belief that God may
have spoken to every nation of the
earth; and did speak to them, pro-
viding they were willing to do the
works of righteousness. Not to
accept this, seems to me, the big-
oted and wunreasonable side, It
we find the ruins of enlightened
nations upon this continent, and
they talk to us a8 the ruins of the
little country of Greece do, or those
of ltaly and Palestine, we may as
readily come to the reasonable con-
clusion that a peopie whe were an
enlightened people, builded them,
ag we are in the belief that an. en-
lightened people, builded the ruins
of Athens and Rome, or Jerusalem.
"The records of the people who
slumbered upon the. western con-
tinent were uncovered before the
dis-entombing of their nations and
cities. Aside from this record,
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there was no man prior to 1830
who claimed enlightenment for
these people; and then it was not
made anything to the extent it was
goon found to be, as touching the
height and grandeur of the ecivil-
ization that existed upon the west-
ern continent.

When we open the Book of Mor-
mon and read the history of a peo-
ple pursming the industries and
trades common to the first nations
of the earth, and extending from
the north to the extreme south and
from the east, to the west sea, and
find that the record was revealed ag
a time when the special and wusual
belief of mankind was the reverse
of this being, or ever having been
‘the condition of ancient America,
and then years after, take up and
examine the later digscovered ruins,
verifying the truth of the first, it
unveils that error of the centuries,
that miracles are things of the past.

So it may possibly be, that if
God spoke to the human family,
that he spoke wo those of the family
on the western continent as well as
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the eastern, snd that we may be-
lieve 1t and be in harmony with
Bible truth, too. If it is in accord-
ance with Bible truth zo one ought
to reject it because it happened in
our day. Men and women, how-
ever, are just as ready to reject 2
new thing that is brought to light,
which may beé contrary to their
cherished views or beliefs, in this
age of the world, as they have ever
been in any previous age.

When Fulton started his steam-
boat up the Hudson river, there
was as much opposition and unjus$
eriticism made of 1t as there was of
‘any new departure in previous ages.
So it was with Professor Morse, in
the discovery of his invention of
the electric telegraph.

Many of our ocongressmen de-
clared that 1t was the freak of a
crazy brain, the idea of pretending
to sit'in Philadelphia and talk with
people in Washington! Yet you can
git in Washington today and talk
with men on the Pacific coast. It
is just as true in the development
of other things in the time in which
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we live, but old things continue to
come to light as new, and it shows
that our heavenly Father is at
work in this age, which may very
properly be fermed the ¢‘dispensa-
tion of the fullness of times.” Or
a8 the Apostle Peter says: <The
times of restitution of all things
which God hath spoken,” and when
thig restitution beging, you may
expect that the pecple outside of
the eastern conflnent, or those who
had records, whatever they msay
have been, will be brought 1o light.
And when it was announced sixty
years ago that a record had been
brought forth, claiming to .be of
historical or Divine value, the ouly
way to fairly and honestly test it,
was to compare it with the. woxd
of God, and every fact known to
the human family in sclence and
archology, and 1f they were m sae-
cordanos with that, to accept 1t for
what 1t was, and not for what we
would prefered to have it.

Prior to the historieal light in
this record, what knowledge the
world possessed with reference to
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the western continent had led
the people to a conclusion that it
had not been settled by a highly
civilized people, and that.so far as
the ancestors of the Indians were
concerned, they must have come
across Behring’s Strait, which sep-
arated this from the Asiatic oconti-
nent., They began at the wrong
place even to bring the ancients
here. Some havecome to the con-
clusion that possibly the ocontinent
had been before discovered by civ-
ilized men, and men had lived up-
on it for a few years, having been
cast accidently here from some of
the islands of the sea, or visited by
the mariners of Norway and' Swee-
den, Denmark or Iceland, but when
they came to delve into the ruins
of Central America, Peru and
Bolivia, finding architecture unlike
anything in Norway, Denmark,
Sweeded or Iceland, they saw it
was not any of them. o
When again, further develop-
ments are made, other ruins are
found, and it is shown that this
architecture is so unlike in one part
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of America to what it is in another
part, it is agreed that the evidence
fully shows that there were two
distinct civilized nations who lived
and builded here, and that they
may have been contemporaneoug,
and yet without the knowledge of
each other, or at least, without
close commercial relations. An-

other fact has been brought to light

by the unearthing of these cities,
ghowing that thisdifference in archi-
tecture extends io the same ruins in
places as they are builded one upon
the other, showing the successive
habitation by distinet nations each
of which was oivilized and enlight-
ened. ,
These discoveries by archeeology
have all been made since 1840; but
when this book sixty-two years ago
was putinto thehands of the printer,
it stated that two civilizaticns exist-
ed; told where the earlier first set-
tled, where the next first settled
and builded; and then where a third
colony, contemporaneous with the
second, also dwelt. And in the
subgequent development of ancient
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America a8 outlined in archmology,
these positions are sustained as
true.

Jobn T. Baldwin in his work en--
titled ‘+Ancient America,” places
the earliest civilization just north
of the straits of Panama in North
America, It is conceded that the
next civilization in point of time,
must have been near the head of
the Amazon river within the coun-
try now known as Peru and Bolivia.
These facts were determined by
the Archzeologist as late as [870.
In 1827 1t was located by revela-
tion. If science says so in 1870,
is not the revelation to be trusted
that made the statement forty-three
years betore? Has God spoken to
the people on the western continent
as well as to the people on the
eastern continent? If the march of
scientific research has simply fol-
lowed the revelation of Mr. Smith,
who is corroborated? Now it is
wonderful to me that the sawme
classes of people in this country,
who are claiming that there has
been such a march forward in the
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zciences and in the discoveries of
the age as there has, that they can-
not find a single one of these
that has been made upon the Ameri-
can continent, which contradicts the
plain and the direct statements of
the record that was published in
1830 under the title of the Book of
Mormon.

It seems to -me, my friends, that
if there are any who are fanatical
upon this question, they belong to
the class that is not disposed to rea-
son; fanatics don’t reason; they go
blindly; but men who will reason
are neither fanatics in politios, in
religion or in the sciences.

When in a neighboring city here,
I bad 2 discussion with an mfidel
upon the question of the correct-
ness of the Boock of Mormon as a
history. He admitted that unless
he was unable to show that man ex-
igted 50,000 years upon this conti-
nent, he would lose the question.
This was after the second evening.
He brought his witness to show
thie; attacked the Book from the

standpoint of superior develop-
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ments. 1 meetmany men who have
studied geology a little, and delved
a little into the sciences, who think
certainly men must have been upon
this continent 100,000 and 50,000
© years ago. 'They are not the wisest
and mest profound men and women
who believe this, however. They
don’t reason very deeply themselves
io not question critically the
theories that bhave led them into
such gross error. Bo when my
friend iried to prove to the people
this theory, he intredused Prefesser
Wilson, who had stated from the
examination which he had made,
that man had lived upon this con-
tinent 50,000 vears; BSir Charles
Lyell, 100,000; Prof. Danna, 25,-
000, and Prof. Agassez, 10,000.
When my friend got through intro-
duaeing his evideuce, I summed up
his wilnesses: — testimony, Prof.
Wilson, 50,000; Sir Chas. Lydell,
100,000; Prof. Danna, 25,000;
Prof. Agassez, 10,000 years. What
good were his witnesses? They
showed for themselves that it was
not knowledge with them; it was’
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only a fancy. They say for them-
selves that if their manner of as-
certaining the data was not at fault,
then certain things were true. Just
s0; but if the rule of this data was
at fauolt, then another thing was
equally true, and my friend could
prove nothing. The very fact of
the great divergence of the testi-
mony of these witnesses proves that
it was not a matter of which they -
had accurate knowledge.

Not only the conclusions arrived
- at, but the very basis of estimate
from which they begin work, are
speculative. For illustration:—the
alluvial deposit at the delta of the
Mississippi is taken for a begin-
ning, Examination is made and it
is ascertained that in the decade
ensuing from 1810 the deposit was
but a fraction of an inch—now the
deposit is measured and they say
that if the deposit has been in the
same proportion in all former years
that it was in those estimated, then
the continent must be =o many
thousands of years old. But we
know that the first assumption is
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false. The deposits in some single
years are more than twenty of oth-
ers. The high-water marks and
rain-fall for this great antiquity is
just as necessary as the deposit
itgelf.

I might make other 1llustrations,
but in order that I do not tire you,
I will hasten on. This Record,
when discovered, stated that so far
as the animals and products of
America were concerned, that the
first colonists brought them here
from Central Asia. The common
domestic amimals of the continent
were thus brought here, and the
fishes of the lakes and rivers. Crit-
ics jested at the idea and said: +We
suppose the man who wrote this
brought the fishea over the geain a
vessel becanse he was afraid that
they might have been drowwnod in
water.” They hooted atthe idea
of domestic animals having been
brought because there was no evi-
dence by fossil remains of such,
discovered, showing that their ex-
wtence here was coeval with that of
man. The so-called scientists of
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1830 were sure young Joseph Smith
had blundered. On the contrary
the Book of Mormon stated that
they were brought here; and the
people said, <Smith must bave been
an ignoraut boy because he would
not have brought so many things
over in the ghip if he had under-
steod the science of the day.” Bus
time revolutionizes. In 1860 the
fossil remains of the horse were dis-
osvered in the peat-beds of Kap-
gas; a short time after in Oregon.
In 1862, foesil remains of the sheep
and hog were discovered on the
Ashley River in Seuth Oarolina,
and also the remaing of the sheep
and cow or ox and many others in
Clay county, Missouri. Now you
can go to the Peabody Museum and
find fossil remains of the cow, the
horse and the sheep. What en-
abled this unlearned boy to far out-
strip the wisdom of his day? Wit
nese the dilemma of the self-wise,
The history, known as the Book of
Mormon, afiirms these things to be
true as early as 1827, Science said
it is not true. And there were few
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who lived then who raid it was
even possibly true, excepting the
young Seer. Less than forty years
elapse and science has discovered
the remains and corroborated the
record, Shall we say, then, that 1t
isnot in harmony with the state-
ment of my text that ‘4an every na-
tion he that feareth Him and work-
eth righteousness is accepted with
him” since we find evidence that
he has made such acceptance.

In 1878, in his sketches of crea-
tion, Prof. Winchell gives to the
World his conclusions as to the mi--
grating of plants and animals to
America, and from his study of the
animals and flora and faunas of
America, he arrives at the conclu-
ston that they had thelir seat in
Central Asia. Was it more true
then than when published by Mr.
Smith in 183¢? The world did not
langh at it then, because they had
been growing, you see. But in
1830 they laughed; they thought
that the boy had made a mistake.
If the boy was correct, why not
yield - to - his superior wisdom
now?
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In 1876 I was in the New Museum
at Washington and saw the houses
of the Cliff Dwellers as represented
there. 'They were discovered in the
canyons of the little Culorado and
the Rio Grande by Colonel Gunni-
gson of the United States Suarvey.
In 1874 he reported the discovery
to the government in which we
live; and to the world they were
such a wonderful thing that when
one visited ths Centennial mm Phil-
adelphia in 1876, one of the most
notable things was the representa
tion of the Cliff Dwellers’ homes.
I take up the record before me,
published in 1830, and it tells me
of the Cliff Cities, where they were
built- and for what purpose, and
when you go and examine them in
1790, as shown by any number of
reporis 1n the papers, the conclusion
stiil is that they were made for the
gamo purpose as was set out in this
history in 1830.

When we have there facts to see
and examine; when we have such -
evidences—and I have cnly given
you an insight-—becanse they are
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a8 numerous -as belong to any
branch of the work of God, is it
not sufficient to aromse in your
minds a feeling leading you to say
that God truly is no respecter of
persous, and possibly he did reveal
his will to these ancients. But says
one, “If it agrees with the will as
revealed upon the eastern continent,
what was the use of it to the peo-
ple of the nineteenth century? Is
there anything new or different in
religion revealed to the buman
family?” 1t is, to show unto . the
minds of the people that are not
believers, that there 1s a Supreme
Ruler, that he sent his Son into
the world. 1Itis eficacious-to the
minister if he will but use it in
presenting to the world the very
Christ, because he can prove by
these developments that there was
a Christ who existed, and when he
raveals this Christ by reason of the
things that are presented upon this
continent, he places his evidences
atongside those contained in the
Bible, auvd they barmonize and
bring convietion to the heart of the
masses,
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Now, sumply because we have
been presenting to the world for
the last sixty years the fact that
God was not a partial God, uor a
respecter of persons; that he re-
vealed his will to the people of the
western continent as he' did to the
eastern continent; that we believe
in the Bible as well as this book
and cannot believe this and deny
the Bible—because they agree—the
people have called us heritics. Is
it more wrong for us to believe
that which was written upon the
western continent than that which
was written on the eastern conti-
nent? Are we to be told that we
are not a Christian because we be-
Jieve in both the Old and New
Testament? God spoke and re-
vealed the Christ in the Old; he
was known and he was worshiped.
Mosges among the:slaves of Egypt,
esteemed the reproach of Christ as
but naught having respect .to the
recompense of reward.

But, says one, suppose some of
our Baptist friends or Presbyterian
friends would take up this book
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and claim that God spoke upon the
western continent, would not that
obliterate their belief in Christ?
Certainly not, it would confirm
their belief in Christ, if they be-
lieve him as he is. This obliterates
vo man’s belief in Christ, unless it
may be his false 1deas; it confirms.
It was not given to the world for
the purpose of making infidels; it~
wasg given for the express purpose
" of giving evidence to men who did
not know there was a 'God, go that
they might believe in him. Now
let me read what it purports to be,
and see if some of you have not
wofully misunderstood it during
the canvas of the question for so
. many years past. I read from the
ineription page what the Book of
Mormon claims for itself. <“Where-
fore it 18 an abridgement of the
record of the people of Nephi;
written by way of commandment,
and also by the Spirit of prophecy
and revelation. An abridgment
taken from the Book of Kther; also
it is a record of the people of Jared
who were soattered at the time the
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Lord confounded the language of
the people, when they were build-
ing a tower to get to heaven; which
is to show unto the remnant of the
house of Israel what great things
the Lord had done for their fathers,
and that they may know the cove-
nants of the Lord, that they are not
cast off forever; and also to the con-
vincing of the Jew and Gentile that
Jesus is the Christ, the eternal God,
manifesting himselt unto all na-
tions.” ,

This is what it is, for the con-
vincing of the people by reason of
the extraneouns proofs and evidences
that Jesus is the actual Messiah,

I can take up the book and com-

~mend 1t to any Charistian man’ or
woman, and when I was in Boston
in the office of the distinguished
debater, Mr. Underwood, I told
him I was ready to go with him
upon any platform, soientific or
historieal, and mawntain the truth
.of the Book of Mormon and prove
the existence and work of Chriss,
whether he accepted the Bible or
not. I was confident in my cause
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and have a right to be. The min-
ister of Cbrist need not lower .the
gospel standard - raised by eur
blessed Lord. He has ample evi-
dences in the way to withstand the
assaults ot all the earthly hosts,
The trouble with some Christiang,
is they are so like the old Pharisee
that they are trying to obliterate
the evidences. ‘

I had a little experience in Kirt-
land, Ohio, not a great while ago
that did me good, so far as coming
in eontact with people of this world
is concerned, because find thatthose
who read most are the least preju-
diced and least bigoted. The fa-
ther of the wife of one of the dis-
tinguished Preeidents of the United
Btates, came there to view the tem-
ple and inspeot the interior arrange-
ment, Ie was a minister too, and
understood but Iittle of the beliefs
of the Baints. In talking with him,
the question came up as to the Di-
vine authenticity of this Book, and
I asked him if he had ever seen it.
Oh yes, he sa1d he had seen it and
read it fifty years ago. <“Well,” I
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replied, “‘did youn find anything bad
in it?” ¢No,” he said, <I did not,
but I concluded there was enough
in the Bible for me.” ¢Yes,” I
answered, ‘‘and Paul in his day
saild to Thimithy, ‘trom a child thou
hast known the Holyht Scriptures
which are able to make thee wise
unto salvation through faith which
is 1n Christ Jesus’ e referred
. roely to the Old Testament. What
we have as the New Tertament was
not then in existence. - Now do you
think it would be wise to discard
the New Testament because there
was enough to make wise unto sal-
vation in the Old?” «Oh, I don’t
wish to argue the question,” he
quickly stated. He had no inclin-
ation to discuss the merits of the
position, he felt satistied simply be-
cause he believed there was enough
in the Bible. The time will come
when men must answer as to having
stood for or against the trath. The
merit lies in standing for the truth,
not just what we prefer.

You and I cannot stand upon
that basis and say that we have
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enough in the Bible; nor limit what
Diety shall say to us. We have
simply esough when we have all
that God wishes to reveal unto the
human family; and there is one
thing certain, he never reveals any-
thing to the people that is coatrary
to that which he has revealed or
that he does not esteem as valuable,
Jesus does not say that God will
not reveal any more unto the human
family, but hesayslike this;—¢Be-
hold I send unto you prophets and
wise men and seribes; and some of
them ye shall seourge in your syna-
gogues and persecute them {rom
¢ity to city, that upon you may
come all the righteous blood shed
upon the earth, from the blood of
rightecus Able unto the blood of
Ziecharias, son of Berachias, whom
ye slew between the temple and the
altar.”

God is not fallible, and no re-
gpecier of persons, but in every
nation he that feareth kim and
worketh righteousness, 1s accepted
with him,
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If no one in this age 18 able to
come upen the platform and show
that there 18 a paragraph in this
book contrary te the teachings of
the word of God, and certainly I
khave never found a man who could
do so—why should one say it will
barm your ohildren if they read
it?  And this chalenge—to point
out a bad principle taught in the
Book of Morman—has been before
the world for sixty years. I have
made a standing offer of $100.00 to
any man who is able 1o show that
it was contrary to the teachings of
the Bible. Not simply to my satie-
faction, but to the satisfaction of
honorable men, unbelievers in the
work. , h

If 1t is true, why is it not useful?
why does it not have a place among
the ~ Christian  Archives? - Why
should any man or any chuarch be
found fighting against that which
is admitted to be true? It will not
suffice to say that it did not come in
the way we approve of; the Jews
rejected Jesus because he did not
come as they wanted him - to.
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“Why” says one, *I thought the
book was got up as the means of
tounding a new church in the nine-
teenth century.” Oh no,so far as
the starting of the churches 18
concerned, it doces not require a
new book for this, nor did it for
Joseph Bmith to organize one, if
that was his objest. It war not
necessary for Mr. Bmith to get up
a record of other psople or claim
ipspiration if he just wanted to
start a church, The idea is pre-
posterous! Ile could start a church
just as easily as hundreds of others
have started churches without any
new history, inspiration frewe God,
or anything of the kindl. Nothing
of this was necessary.

The Courch exists in all its
strength, power, and progression, so
far as that 1s concerned, and in
doctrine and organization, just as
fully without this book as 1t does
with 'it. We believe and accept
the Book because it iz a correot
-record of a part of the race of man.
‘It is the work of God as mauifest
through his revelations on this con-
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tinent. We can prove that it is,
from the most potent evidences
which are admisable, and having
proven it, find its teaching agrees
with the word of God that we also
believe in, and it i8 not for us to
say that God did an unwise thing
in revealing himself to the ancient
civilized people of this continent;
so that in the language of the
Apostle Peter, I feel that I can say
to you to-night that so far as God
1s concerned in all his works and
wayg, ‘‘He is no respecter of per-
gons,” but so far as the intelligent
nations that existed on this continent
are concerned, the proofs show that
he has revealed bis will to them
but that they did not abide in his
will. In this it is but an anology
to the record of the Jews. The
Bible is to-day a mere record of
what was 1n its glorious period, and
- the people to whom the will of the
Master as expressed therein, was
revealed, are 2 hiss and a by-
word among the nations of the earth,
and have been for centuries. - No
sane man would think of dispens-
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ing with the Bible because the na-
tion to whom it was delivered were
no longer the head.

And when we lack encourage-
ment in the Divine lile, let us search
the records from the beginning to
the end, and all of them tegether,
and have our hearts renewed by
these harmonious and glorious test-
imonies, and then we can give praise
and thanks giving reverence to Him
who has created the heavens and
the earth, and has dealt fairly and
justly with all people.

In the first century of the Christ-
ian era when the Man of God was
charged with engaging in superflu-
. .ous work, it was answered that it
was done that ¢‘the saying of the
prophet might be tulfilled.” This
‘to the people ought to have been
sufficient reason if they could see
no other. The same answer méy be
as truly made to-day as touching
-the people of the western continent.
It is that the prophecy of Isaiah
might be fulfilled ““And he shall
Ret up an ensign for the nations
and shall assemble the outcasts of
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Israsl and gather together the dis-
persedﬁ of Judah from the four
corners of the earth.” Isa. 11.12.
And to show the fulfillment and
truth of the prophecy of Jeremiah,
s Arise, et you up unto the wealthy
nations that dwelleth without care,
#aith the Lord, which have neither
gates nor bars, which dwell alone.
And their camel: ghall be a bouniy
and the maultitude of their cattle a
gpoil.” Such a siate the Book shows
exisied on the American Continent
when the prophecy was uttered and
. accepting it, two colonies aggregat-
ing at least 200 eouls came here
entered upon the work of rebwild-
ing and re-inhabiting. Alse that
the propbecy of Iealah might
be fu!filicd—<And the vision of all
is beeome unto you a3 the words of
a book that is scaled, which men
deliver unto one that is learned,
saying, Read i%}iﬂ, [ pray thee and
he gaith, I caunot, for it is sealed.’
And the Bouk 15 delivered to th

unlearned.”  Ani iu  that day
shall the deaf hear the words of the
Book, I~a. 20. 11.
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Reason, archmology and revela-
tion unite it commending the record
to the reading world, and weshould
never play the folly of the old
Pharisee by saying: <“We know
that God spoke to Moses, but as
for this man, we know not from
whence he is.” It may be that the
game God who talked with Moses,
also spoke to the people who were
an enlightened and civilized vace
living here, for ¢“He is no respecter
of persons, but in every nation, ke
that feareth him and worketh
righteousness 18 accepted with
him.”

That we may all arrive at a full
knowledge of the truth is my prayer,
in Jesus name.
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