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Compilaﬁon of
General Conference Resolutions.

Adopted June 12, 1852,

No. 1. Resolved, That this conference regards  the
pretensions of Brigham Young, James J. Strang,
James C. Brewster, and William Smith and James
Wood’s joint claim fo the leadership of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints as assumptions of
power in violation of the law of God, and consequently
we disclaim all connection and fellowshlp with them.

No. 2. That the successor of Joseph Smith; Jun., as
the presiding high priest in the Melchisedec pmesthood
must of necessity be the seed of Joseph Smith, Jun,
in fulfillment of the law and promises of God.

No. 3. That, as the office of First President of the
church grows out of the authority of the presiding-
high priest in the high priesthood, no person can legally
lay claim to the office of First President of the church
without a previous ordination to the presidency of the
high priesthood.

No. 4. That we recognize the validity of all legal
ordinations in this church, and will fellowship all
such as have been ordained while acting within the
purview of such authority.

No. b, That we believe that the Church of Christ
organized on the sixth day of April, A, D. 1830, exists
as on that day, wherever six or more Saints are organ-
ized according to the pattern in the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants.

No. 6. That the whole law of the Church of Jesus
Christ is contained in the Bible, Book of Mormon, and
Book of Doctrine and Covenants.

No. 7. That in the opinion of this conference, there
is mo stake to which the Saints on this continent
are commanded to gather at the present time, but that
the Saints in all other lands are commanded to gather
to this land, preparatory to the reéstablishment of
the church in Zion, when the scattered Saints on this
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' 4 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS

land will- also be commanded to gather and return to
Zion, and to their inheritances in fulfillment of the
promises of God. And it is the duty of the Saints
to turn their hearts and their faces towards Zion, and
supplicate the Lord God for such deliverance. (This
resolution was reaffirmed April 7, 1863.)

No. 8. That this conference believe it the duty of
the elders of this church, who have been legally or-
dained, to cry repentance and remission of sins to
this generatlon through obedience to the gospel; as
revealed in the record of the Jews, the Book of Mor-
mon, and Book of Doctrine and Covenants, and not
to faint in the discharge of duty. .

No. 9. That FElders Jason W. Briggs, Zenas H.
Gurley, and John Herrington be a committee of three
to write a pamphlet [“The Word of Consolatlon”]
based on the foregoing resolutions.

Adopted October 7, 1852,

No. 10, That, in the opinion of this conference; the
one holding the highest priesthood [Samuel Blair’s
original record says “highest officer”] in the Church of
God is to preside and represent the rightful heir to
the presidency of the high priesthood.

Amendment—That the highest authority among the
priesthood represents the legitimate President as a
presiding authority.

No. 11. That Samuel Blair be the General Church
Recorder.

Adopted April, 1853.

No. 12. On motion Jason W. Briggs was chosen
Church Historian.

Adopted October 8, 1853.

No. 13. On motion J. W. Briggs was authorized to
publish a pamphlet, the title to be, “The voice of the
captives assembled at Zarahemla to their brethren
scattered abroad.”

No, 14. That Bro. Samuel Blair seleet and publish
& hymn-book suited to the doctrines of the church,

Adopted April 6, 1854.

No. 18. That this conference -authorize the twelve
holding the highest authority in the priesthood, assem-
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GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS 5

bled at ‘Zarahemla, as a council to try and examine
all revelation and manifestations, that has or may
come through amny member of this church, male or
female, and that such revelation or manifestations,
after having been examined by this council and declared
to be the word of God, may be taught as such until
the next General Conference shall reject or receive
it as the law. And if any member of the church
assumes to teach, as law or doctrine, any revelation
or manifestation before being presented to this counecil,
shall be considered a transgressor of the law, and
proceeded against as such.—[From original record.]

No. 16. That this council send copies of all revela-
tions and manifestations to the several branches.

No. 17. On motion J. W. Briggs was sustained in
the office of President of the Twelve and legal repre-
sentative,

Adopted October 6, 1854,

'N‘o. 18. That this conference suspend from the exer-
cise of their priesthood all holding the same, and also
disfellowship all such as have departed from the faith
and from the jurisdiction of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter Day Saints at Zarahemla, until they return
" and make satisfaction.

No. 19.-That all holding priesthood are sent by the
church to preach the gospel as the doors may open.

Adopted April 6, 1855.

No. 20, That all apostles, high priests, seventies,
elders, priests, teachers, and deacons, whose hearts the
Lord has touched for the work of the preparation for
the restoration of the captives of Zion, be requested
to report themselves in person or otherwise at the next
conference.

No. 21. That Z. H. Gurley be appointed Church Re-
corder.

No. 22. That this conference fill the Quorum of the
Twelve as far as at the organization.

Adopted April 7, 1855,

Ne. 23. On motion a resolution adopted at a con-
ference held at Beloit [Newark], June 12 and 13,
1852, affirming that the successor of Joseph Smith must
come from his seed, was reaffirmed.
www.LatterDayTruth.org



8 . GENHRAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS

Adopted April 6, 1857,

No. 24. On motion the first five resolutions adopted
at a conference held at Beloit [Newark], Wisconsin,
June, 1852, were reaffirmed and readopted.

No. 25. That it shall be the duty of all who are
connected with us, holding priesthood, to report them-
selves personally or by letter once in six months,
showing their faith and labor in this work.

Adopted October 6, 1857.

No. 26. On motion Brn. Owen and Hedrick were
received as the representatives of the Saints in Wood-
ford County, Illinois, and vicinity, and the right hand
of fellowship was given them.

No. 27, That this conference raise funds for print-
ing purposes, and the work of the ministry; said fund
to %)e at the disposal of the church and under its con-
tro

No. 28. On motion, J. W. Briggs was appointed to
cobperate with Bro. Hedrick in writing a pamphlet
setting forth the true position of our doctrine.

A-dopted April 6, 1858,

No. 29. That Jason W. Briggs be and is truly exon-
erated from acting in connection with Granville Hed-
rick, of Bloomington, Illinois, in writing out matter for -
publication, as directed by the previous fall conference..

Adopted June 11, 1859,

No. 80. That a treasurer be appointed fo receive
moneys and property for the church and to disburse -
the same as he may be directed by the church, and
that said treasurer give security for the faithful per-
formance of his duty.

No. 31, That Elder Edwin Cadwell be appointed
Church Treasurer.

No. 32. That Elder William W. Blair be appointed
Church Recorder.

No. 33. That the Church Treasurer shall give such
securities for moneys and properties put into his hands
as the Church Recorder may require.

No. 34. That Elders William Marks, Z. H. Gurley,
and James Blakeslee be appointed a committee to pub-
lish a hymn-book.
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GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS 7

Adopted October 6, 1859,

. No. 85. That the church publish a monthly paper
to be devoted solely o the interests of the church,
No. 86. That this church publish a monthly church
paper, and continue it for six months.
No. 387. That Elders Z. H. Gurley, William Marks,
and William W. Blair be a committee to supervise the
pubhxshmg of said paper.

Adopted Aprll 6, 1860.

No. 38. On motion of Isaac Sheen, Bro. Joseph Smith
was unanimously chosen President and Prophet of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and
successor of his father.

No. 39.- On motion Bro. Joseph Smith was ordained
to the office of president of the Melchisedec priesthood.

Adopted April 7, 1860,

No. 40. Bro. Israel L. Rogers was ordained to be 'a
high priest and Bishop of the church.

Adopted October 8, 1860.

No. 41. That Bro. W. W. Blair be released from
the office of Church Recorder. .
No. 42, That Bro. Isaac Sheen be appointed in his

stead.
Adopted October 9, 1860.

_ No. 43, That the committee which were appointed
to select hymns for a hymn-book be discharged.

No. 44. That Sister Emma Bidamon be appoinied
to make a selection of hymns to make a hymn-book.

Adopted April 8, 1861,

No. 45. That the Saints are requested to assist the
elders and their families by donations.—Page 83, origi-

nal record.
Adopted October 8, 1861.

No. 46. That traveling elders who may be in need,
ghall call on the presidents of branches for ass1stance,
and not on the members.

No. 47. That the Bishop be instructed to call on the
presidents of the different branches for the necessary
means to carry on the work.
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8 'G‘ENER;&L CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS

Adopted October 7, 1862,

No. 48. It was here decided that whoever administers
the ordinance of baptism should use the precise words
given in the law, and not substitute our own words
in place of the words of God; and with respect to
the forms in the Book of Mormon and the Book of
Covenants, there is in reality no difference, but it is
proper to give the preference to the latter;, it having
been given expressly to us, but the words authority
and commission are synonymous. [It is not clear from -
the record whether this is a resolution by the confer-
ence or a decision of the President.—Committee.] s

No. 49. Bishop Israel L. Rogers, William Aldrich,
Philo Howard, George A. Blakeslee, and Jonathan D.
Heywood, were appointed a committee by the church
to procure a-press and printing materials, and locate

the same.
Adopted April 7, 1863.

Neo. 50. That the members and ministry avoid allud-
ing to, or discussing the subject of polygamy when it is
not meeratwely necessary.

No. 51. That the seventh resolution in the “Word
of consolation” be reaffirmed, which, says:

“7, Resolved, That in the opinion of this confer-
ence, there is no stake to which the Saints on this
continent are commanded to gather at the present
time; but that the Saints on all other lands are com-
manded tc gather to this land, preparatory to the
reéstablishment of the church in Zion; when  the
scattered Saints on this land will also be commanded
to gather and return to Zion, and to their inheritances
in fulfillment of the promises of God. And it is the
duty of the Saints to turn their hearts and their faces
towards Zion, and supplicate the Lord God for such

deliverance.”
Adopted April 8, 1863.

No. 52. That section 110 of the Book of Covenants on
‘Government with a preface prepared by the committee
be published as the political sentiment of this confer-
ence,

No. 53. That all the elders of this church, who have
not been appointed on missions, are requested and
directed by this conference to labor to the extent of
their ability and opportunities.
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GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS 9

Adopted October 8,-1863.

No. 54. That this conference authorize the committee
of publication to publish the Book of Doctrine and Cove-
nants, with such corrections in arrangement as may be

necessary.
: - Adopted April 8, 1865.

No. 55. That President Joseph Smith be appointed
to take charge of the publishing and editorial depart-
ment of the Herald and of .all our publications.

Adopted April 10, 1865.

No. 56. That all the conferences of districts are ad-
vised to recommend the branches to receive donations
monthly from members of the churches, for the purpose
of assisting poor Saints to emigrate from Europe .to
this country, and to send such donations to the Bishop.

No. 57.  That the emigration fund remain in the
hands of the Bishop until called for by a conference of -
the church in Europe, and indorsed by action of the
General Conference of the church in America.

No. 58. That the necessities of the church require a
concordance and synopsis, suited to the proper promul-
gation of the faith of the church,

No. 59. That the necessities of the church require the
publication of a series of tracts, for distribution.

. No. 60. That the necessities of the church require
the establishment of a church library.

Adopted April 6, 1866.
No, 61. That this body now assembled, is a body of

spiritual authorities within - the purview of the law
found in the fifth paragraph of section 99 of Book of

Covenants.
Adopted April 10, 1866.

No. 62. That the church ought, as speedily as possi-
ble, to publish the translation of the Scriptures made
by Joseph Smith.

No. 68. That the time has arrived for the church to
publish the New Translation immediately.

No. 64. That the church take immediate measures to
release the hands of the Twelve, that they may carry
the gospel to the nations of the earth.

No. 65. That the bishops be instrueted 4o collect
means for that purpose.
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10 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS

No. 66. That any member of this church having been
lawfully married, and having put away their compan-
ions for any other cause than for the cause of fornica-
tion, is unworthy of the fellowship of the Saints of
God; and that the church should be careful, with all”
inquiry, that they receive none.into the church who
have put away their companions for adultery, they
themselves being the offenders.

No. 67. That in view of the demand of the work in
Utah, it is deemed advisable that, as far as practicable,
the Saints in that region remain for the present.

No. 68. That the elders be requested through the.
Herald, to report themselves in person at the next
Annual Conference, for the purpose of organizing their
quorum, ) i

No. 69. That every branch which has mot reported
a correct list of the names of official and nonofficial
- members, are hereby requested to send such list as soon
as possible to the General Church Recorder.

Adopted April 11, 1866.

No. 70. That the relief of the poor of the church be
more prominently brought before the church by apos-
tles, high priests, presiding elders, elders, priests, teach-
ers, and deacons. )

No. 71. While we deeply deplore the great apostasy
and turning the truth into lasciviousness, which has °
occurred in the Church of Christ in years gone by,
resulting in the organization of numerous factions and
- schisms, yet we can not shut our eyes to the great truth
that the priesthood which was conferred by the minis-
tration of the angel of God, upon the head of our
martyred prophet, Joseph Smith, and Oliver Cowdery,
in May, A. D. 1829, when he said, “Upon you my fellow
servants, in the name of the Messiah I confer this
priesthood, which shall remain on earth that the sons
of Levi may yet offer an offering to the Lord in right-
eousness,” still remains, and has continued to remain
from that day to this. Therefore we believe it to be
our duty, as individuals having received that priest-
hood, to hunt up and minister to the spiritual wants of
the scabtered sheep of the house of Israel, those who
manifest by their fruits that they have received of the
Spirit of God and have maintained their integrity
before him, therefore
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.GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS 11

Resolved, That we recognize no other rule by which
to test the validity of the baptism of perscns who have
embraced the gospel, except the fruit and manifestation
of the Spirit. Therefore, the question of rebaptism is
a matter of conscience.

No. 72. Resolved further, That a connection with
those factions during the dark and cloudy day, does mot
necegsarily invalidate the priesthood; holding as we do,
that those factions could mneither confer nor take away
the priesthood. .

No. 78. That baptisms administered by elders without
going down into the water, as the law directs, are null
and void.

No. 74. That members disfellowshiped by a branch,
or other legal authorities, shall make reconciliation, as
far as practicable, to said branch or legal authorities,
before being readmitted info the church.

Adopted April 12, 1866.

No. 75. That the presidents of missions and of dis-
tricts and branches, are hereby authorized to solicit
subsecriptions and donations, for the publishing of the
New Translation of the Scriptures made by Joseph
Smith, and forward the same to the Bishop; and it is
agreed that each person subscribing for ithis object,
ghall receive one copy at cost.

No. 76. That William Marks, I. L. Rogers, and W. W.
Blair be appointed a committee to confer with Sister
Emma Bidamon respecting the relinquishment of the
manuscripts of the New Translation of the Scriptures,
for the purpose of publishing the same fo the church
and to the world, and that said committee be empowered
to enter into and fulfill the contract for the same.

No. 77. That the mansucript of the Seriptures be en-
grossed, and the engrossed copy be put into the hands
of the printer, with a view to the preservation of the
original copy.

No. 78. That President J. Smith, I. L. Rogers, and
Ebenezer Robinson be appointed a committee to publish
the New Translation, and that they may be empowered
to act in the name of the church, and to take all neces-
sary steps to secure its speedy completion.

No. 79. That the committee named as the Publieation
Committee of the New Translation, employ mo person
‘in writing, rewriting, proof-reading, etc., who is not in
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12 - GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS

‘the faith of the truth of the latter-day work, -and
favors the coming forth of said translation.

No. 80. That the ordination of an high priest by the
direction of a distriet conference is null and void.

Adopted April 8, 1867.

No. 81. That the bishops or Bishop’s agents of dis-
triets are responsible to the Bishop of the whole church
for all moneys or other properties received by them for
the church; but they shall make a report to the quar-
terly conferences of their respective districts of the
receipts and disbursements of said funds, said report-
to be examined by an auditing committee of three
appointed by said district conferences.

No, 82, That the Presiding Bishop shall present, in
detail, to each Annual Conference, his accounts with
the church and that an auditing ‘committee of three

" shall be appomted to examine and report the same, a
summary of which shall be published in the church
aPer

P No. 83. That district conferences have no authority -
fo send missions beyond or outside of their- respective
imits.

No. 84. That all the traveling ministry be under the
direction and control of the First Pre51dency and the
Quorum of the Twelve.

No. 85. That a committee of three be appointed: to
draft or adopt a set of forms applicable to representa- .
tion and the general use of the church. That said
committee report through the Herald.

- Adopted October 7, 1867.

No. 86. Whereas, in the opinion of this conference, it
is inexpedient that an apostle of the Quorum. of the
Twelve should have special local jurisdiction, except as
the exigencies of foreign missions may require, be it
Resolved, That each member of that quorum now hold—
ing presidency involving such jurisdiction, be and is
hereby released.

That the same rule be applied to the Qworum of the

Seventies.
Adopted April 6, 1868.

No 87. That all prmate members, male and female,
have a right 1o vote on all questions that the elders may
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GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS 13
deemy of sufficient importance to bring before the

church. .
Adopted April 8, 1868.

No. 88. That the president of the High Priests’
Quorum be requested to inquire into the spiritual con-
dition of the high priests and report the names of those
who have not magnified their calling, that they may be
deprived of their office.

No. 89. That organized districts have the right to
elect their own officers, their presidents included.

No. 90. That the legal official acts of elders, though .
in transgression, are valid till they are officially silenced
by proper authority.

Adopted April 9, 1868.

No. 91. That unbaptized persons, whether children or
adults, are not entitled to partake of the sacrament of
bread and wine:

No. 92. That this conference deprecates the use of
intoxicating drinks (as beverages), and the use of
tobacco, and recommends to all officers of the church,
total abstinence.

No. 93. That it is desirable that a more correct
record should be kept by the several branches and dis-
tricts of the church, and that more correct reports be
sent to the conferences.

No. 94. That reports of branches are church property
after being accepted by the conferences, and that no
private individual has a right to them.

No. 95. That this conference would encourage the
carrying out the provisions made for preaching the
gospel to the negro race, in the revelation of May 4,

1865.
Adopted October 7, 1868.

~ No. 96, That the moneys in the Bishop’s hands, con-
tributed to the Emigration Fund, be subject to the com-
mittee appointed for their disposal.

No. 97. That this conference expects all the official
members of the church to do their duties to the utmost
of their abilities.

No. 98. The President spoke respecting the great
necessity of the Saints lending more aid to the press,
after which it was

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to
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14 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS

receive means, and that the presidents of branches take
the matter in hand and deliver to said committee all
moneys collected for that purpose.

Adopted April 7, 1869.

No. 99. The compilation and publication of a new
hymn-book was authorized; and upon motion, the Presi-
dent appointed a committee of three, consisting of the
following named brethren, to collate and compile said
book: Mark H. Forscutt, David H. Smith, and, in
case of his absence before the completion of the work,
Bro. Norman Smith; President Joseph Smith, by vote,
being one of said committee.

Adopted April 8, 1869. °

No. 100. That it is not the true policy - of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, that the Twelve
shall control the funds of the church in the hands of the
Bishop, but that the Bishop shall be amenable to the
General Conference alone; )

No. 101. A motion prevailed, recommending to the
publishing committee the issuing of a Sunday-school
paper, monthly or semimonthly.

Adopted April 9, 1869,

No. 102. Resolved, That in the opinion of this confer-
ence, the true pohcy of the church, in this matter, is to
be found in the epistle of the Twelve to the church on
tithings and offerings, viz: through the branch presi--
dents as Bishop’s agents, should all moneys come info
the church treasury, and that the spiritual authorities
of the church should discountenance the paying of
moneys directly to the Bishop, where that policy works
to the injury of the poor in districts or branches. [The
foregoing resolution was preceded by a preamble, but
the resolution only was adoptéd.]

Adopted April 10, 1869,

No. 103. That the conference deprecate the circum-
stances which seemr to surround many of the elders of
the church, causing them to withdraw their presence
from the different sessions of the conference, and ve-
quest for the future a closer attendance.

No. 104, That brothers holding the priesthood, being
convicted of inactivity in consequence of lukewarmness,
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. may be silenced by the conference, or quorum of which
they are members, and henceforth be reported as lay
members, until such time as they reform and are
reélected to fill their offices.

No. 105. Whereas, A period of nine years has passed
away since the church was organized with a Firdy
Presidency; and

Whereas, There has never been a complete represen-
tation by report, it is hereby

Resolved, That this conference does hereby deem it
imperative upon it to demand that hereafter, every
mission, district and branch (where there is a branch

" not belonging to an organized district), send to every
Annual and Semiannual Conference, such properly
authenticated reports as the general church authorities
may from time to time require, that a complete report
may be had.

No. 106, That a bishop for the Saint Louis District
be appointed and ordained. .

Adopted April 7, 1870.

No. 107. That this conference do appoint a com- -
mittee of five to draft and present before this confer-
ence shall adjourn, a memorial to Congress in which
shall be embodied an epitome of our faith, and espe-
cially a setting forth of our views on government,
church polity, and polygamy. .

(Said memorial, as approved by the conference, is ag
follows) : .

Memorial to Congress from a commitiee of the Reor-
ganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,
on the claims and faith of the church.

Printed at the True Latter Day Saints’ Herald Steam
Book Office; Plano, Illinois.

To their Excellencies, the President and Vice-president,
and the Honorable Senate and House of Representa-
tives of United States, in Congress Assembled:
Having learned that counter influences are at work

to prevent or thwart the action proposed by Congress

to remedy evils existing in the territory of Utah, and
knowing that a claim to be “The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints” has been made by a large portion
of the inhabitants of Utah Territory, and by other reli-
gious bodies than that which your memorialists repre-
sent, by whom doctrines are held and practiced which
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16 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS-

are at variance with the proper usages of civilized
nations, and opposed to the law of our common country;
and that these doctrines are claimed by those who prac-
tice them to be made binding upon them, as Liatter Day
Saints, by the revelations governing said church, we,
your memorialists, would respectfully call your atten-
tion to the following statement of facts: :

1. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
was org nized on the sixth day of April, 1830, and was
subsequently represented by its ministry and by the
establishment of churches in many of the States, the
Canadas, and Europe, under the ecclesiastical presi-
dency of Joseph Smith, until June 27, 1844, when he
and his brother Hyrum were killed at Carthage, Illinois.

2. At the time of the organizing of the church, and
at all subsequent time prior to the dispersion of its
members from Nauvoo, the church was simply an
ecclesiasticism’; and, as such, could confer no privileges
before the law not contained in the provisions of the
law; nor authorize as a tenet that which was forbidden
by the law of the State where the church might exist,
or in contravention of the constitutional basis on which
the church was built,—the word of God.

3. Under the presidency of Joseph Smith, the church
became a corporate body, and adopted as a constitution
or form of church government and discipline, the Scrip-
tures, the Book of Mormon and Book of Doctrine and
Covenants. The Bible and Book of Mormon have ever
been the foundation on which the church has rested its
faith, and there has been added to them the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, first published in the year
1885, and republished in 1845; the former edition dur-
ing the presidential term of Joseph Smith, the latter
edition under the régime of Brigham Young, as “Presi-
dent of the Twelve.” This book, the “Book of Doctrine
and Covenants,” was, on the seventeenth day of August,
1835, presented to each and all the guorums of officers
belonging to the church, separately, and acted upon by
them; it was also presented to the Church in General
Assembly, and was adopted unanimously. It then be-
came o part of the law of the church, and the church
became bound by its provisions, equally as by those of
the Bible and Book of Mormon. The doctrines and law
of the church so established must ever remain the basis
of its government; the endorsement of them an endorse-
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GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS 17

ment of the church, the departure from or denial of
them a departure from or denial of the church. -

4. We would respectfully urge our conviction that
there can be no true Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints excepting that which is based on the law of
the church, and that the observance of the law is not
only the contradistinctive feature of the church, but of -
every. individual member thereof. That we may not
present an unsupported statement on so important a
point, we most respectfully call attention to the follow-
ing quotatlons from the Book of Covenants, which we
submit as evidence:

Section 42, paragraph 5: ”“The Elders, Priests and
. Teachers of THIS CHURCH shall teach the principles
of my gospel which are in the Bible and the Book of
Mormon, in the which is the FULLNESS OF THE GOSPEL,
and they shall observe the covenants and church articles
to do them, and these shall be their teachings.” (Old
edition, section 18.)

Section 42, paragraph 21: “Every person who be-
longeth to this church of Christ shall observe to keep
all the commandments and covenants of the church.”
(Old edition, section 13.)

5. Having, we trust, set forth sufficiently clearly the
binding character of the church, state and mational law
upon whoever may claim to be “The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints,” your memorialists would -
beg permlssu% to refer to the following items of church
law found in the Bible, Book of Mormon and Doctrine
and Covenants, touchmg matters in which there is a
direct antagonism befween the church your memorial-
ists represent and the church in Utah with which the
government is at issue, and presenting the actual law
on those points which are in disputation;—and more
especially upon the duties and privileges of the mar-
riage relation:

BIBLE.

Malachi 2:14, 15: “Yet ye say, Wherefore? Be-
cause the Lord hath been witness between thee and the
wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt
treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife
of thy covenant. And did not he make one? Yet had
he the residue of the Spirit. And wherefore one?
That he might seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed
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to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against
the wife of his youth.”

Matthew 19:4-6: “And he answered and said unto
them, Have ye mnot read, that he which made them at
the beginning made them male and female, and said,
For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and
‘shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one
flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but one
flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let
not man put asunder.”

1 Corinthians 7:2: “Nevertheless, fo avoid fornica-
tion, let every man have his own wife, and let every
woman have her own husband.”

BOOK OF MORMON.

Jacob 2: 6: “Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and
hearken to the word of the Lord; for there shall not
any man among you have save it be ONE WIFE; and
concubines he shall have none.”

DOCTRINE. AND COVENANTS:

Section 42, paragraph 7: “Thou shalt love thy wife
with all thy heart, and shall cleave unto her and none
else; and he that looketh upon a woman to lust after
her, shall deny the faith.”” (Old edition, section 13.)

Section 49:3: “And again, I say unto you, that
whoso forbiddeth to marry, is not ordained of God,
for marriage is ordained of God unto mén; wherefore
it is lawful that he should have one wife, and they twain
ghall be one flesh.,” (Old edition, section 65.)

6. Again, and to conclude our direct evidence upon
this point from the church law, we submit the follow-
ing extract from the article on marriage, in which the
minister officiating is required first to ascertain if there
be any legal objections, and on becoming satisfied that
there are none, the law thus instructs— “He shall say,
calling each by their names: ‘You both mutually agree
to be each other’s companion, husband and wife, observ-
ing the legal rights belonging to this condition; that is,
keeping yourselves WHOLLY FOR EACH OTHER AND FROM
ALL OTHERS during your lives’ Amd when they have
answered ‘Yes,” he shall pronounce them ‘husband and
wife,” in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by
virtue o”f the laws of the country and authority vested
in him,
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7. The claim put forth by the advocates of polygamy
that a subsequent revelation authorizes the practice of
polygamy, is rendered invalid by the law of the church
in Book of Covenants section 27, paragraph 4, which
reads: “Neither shall any thing be appointed unto
any of this church contrary te the church covenants,
for all things must be done in order and by common con-
sent in the church.,” (Old edition, section 51.)

8. That polygamy could not become a tenei of the
church while the church existed in the several States
of the Union, is plainly indicated by a clause of the law
.governing the chureh from an early day, which reads:
“Let no man break the laws of the land; for he that
keepeth the laws of God hath no need to break the laws
of the land.”—Book of Covenants, section 58, paragraph
5. -{0ld edition, section 18.)
~ 9. In a careful examination of the publications of the
gospel church from its earliest existence to the present
time, your memorialists have not found one single clause
authorizing, justifying, or even permitting polygamy.
The New Testament; the Book of Mormon; the Book of
Covenants; the standard works of the Latter Day
Saints’ Church; the periodicals of the church, embrac-
ing the Evening and Morning Star, the Messenger and
Adwocate, the Gospel Reflector, the Nauvoo Neighbor,
- the Times and Seasons, published in America; and the
- Millennial Star, published in England, are all silent on
the question of polygamy, except wherein they refer to
it historically, or to condemn either impliedly or directly
its practice. The Scriptures are opposed to it, and the
works published in the church of Latter Day Saints
most ungualifiedly condemn it. Not even the body that
. now practices and teaches polygamy made any public
profession of it till the year 1851, and not officially to
the outside world before 1852.

10. Four months before the death of Joseph Smith,
and seven months after polygamists date the receiving
of a revelation which they assert came through him,
authorizing polygamy, this same Joseph Smith published
in the Times and Seasons a notice of the excommunica-
tion of a man for “preaching polygamy and other false
and corrupt doctrines in the county of Lapeer, state of
Michigan,” in the following terse language: *“This is
to motify him and the church in general that he has
been cut off from the church for HIS INIQUITY, and he
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is further motified to appear at the special conference
on the 6th of April next to answer to these charges.”
(Signed)
JosEPH SMITH,
Hyrum SMITH,
Presidents of said Church.
This expulsion, we submit, could not have taken place
had polygamy been made a church tenet seven months
previously.

11. In addition to this, Mr. John Taylor, now one of
the apostles of the polygamic doctrine, in a public dis-.
cussion held in Boulogne, France, July 11, 1850, im-
pliedly denied the doctrine of polygamy and condemmned
it in the following language: “We are accused here
of polygamy, and actions the most indelicate, obscene
and disgusting, such than none but a corrupt and
depraved heart could have contrived.” (Taylor’s Dis-
cussion, p. 8.)

12, We, your memorialists, 'would therefore submit
for the consideration of Congress in its action on the
Utah question, and in its legislation on the question of
the right of Congress to interfere with polygamy as
being a part of the faith of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints: .

1st. That the law of the church found in the Bible,
the Book of Mormon, and the Book of Covenants, books
accepted by the polygamists themselves, expressly for-
bids to one man more than one living wife.

2d. That the law contained in those books is the
constitution of the church; that no law can obtain in
the church in contravention thereof, and that therefore
the pretended revelation on polygamy is illegal and of
no force.

3d. That in the “Remonstrance” presented- to Con-
gress from the polygamists of Utah, dated March 31,
1870, the non-publication of this pretended revelation
till the year 1852 is admitted in the following lan-
guage:

“Kighteen years ago, and ten years before the pass-
age of the anti-polygamy act of 1862, one of our leading
men, Elder Orson Prati, was expressly depufed and
sent to Washington to publish and lecture on the prin-
ciples of plural marriage as practiced by us. . . . For
ten years before the passage of the act of 1862, the
principle was widely preached throughout the Union
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and the Wof.ld, and was universally :known and recog-
nized as the principle of our holy faith.”

4th. That the plea of polygamy not being at vari-
ance with the law of the land because not expressly in
violation of any law on the statute book of the terri-
tory of Utah, is not admissible, for this reason, the
polygamic revelation claims to have been given in 1843,
when the church as a body was in Illinois, in which
State bigamy, or polygamy, was then, as-now, a crime.

5th., That polygamy, being a crime against the law
of the state of Illinois, could not have been authorized
by revelation from Him whom polygamists themselves
affirm gave the revelation found in Book of Covenants
section 58, paragraph 5, which declares: “Let no man
break the law of the land, for he that keepeth the laws
of God hath no need to break the laws of the land;
wherefore be subject to the powers that be” (0Old
edition, section 18.) -

6th. That the pretended revelation on polygamy was
not published till 1852, is strong presumptive evidence
that it was not in existence; but even if it were, it
would still be of no force in the church, as it contra-
venes revelations previously given to and accepted by
the church, and is therefore precluded from becoming
a church tenet by that clause of the church law before
quoted, which declares, “Neither shall anything be ap-
pointed unto any of this church contrary to the church
covenants.”

13. It is known throughout the nation, and in many
parts of the old world, that there is an influential and
rapidly growing organization of Latter Day Saints,
separate and distinet from, and in this matter of
polygamy, in church polity, and in the relations of the
church to. the Government, entirely dissimilar and
opposed to that wlich the Cullom Bill requires Congress
to legislate upon.

14. This organization, known as the ‘“Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,” is now
being represented in conference at Plano, Illinois, by
delegates and visitors from many of the eastern, south-
ern and western States from the Pacific States, the
Territories, including Utah, and Great Britain. Your
memorialists are a committee appointed by this confer-
ence, and as such, would respectfully present to their
Excellencies, the President and Vice-president of the
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United States, and to each of the Honorable Members
of the Senate and House of Representatives in Con-:
gress assembled our views on the questions herein set
forth and accompany them with an abstract of the
Faith of the true Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints in relation to governments and laws in general
as published in 1885 and in 1845, and affirmed by the
Reorganized Church at as early a date as 1853 and
again in 1864; which faith, as so affirmed, is based
upon the Bible, Book of Mormon and Doctrine and
Covenants:

[Here was quoted in full section 112 of the Book of
Doctrme and Covenants.]

5. We, your memorialists, regret that a necessn;y
ex1sts for the faith of the Reorgamzed Church being
presented in contradistinetion o that of other churches
claiming the same name that we bear; but there is so
manifest a tendency to confound the Reorganized
Church with the polygamic factions, that we deem it
but just that we be placed aright upon. the record,”
theologically, socially and morally, as well as politi-
cally. We therefore respectfully submit the following:

[Here was inserted a copy of the “Epitome of faith
and doctrine of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints.”]

16. In some States of the Union, the church has not
been without representatives for the past forty years, -
or nearly, and in these churches neither the theory -
nor practice of polygamy has ever obtained. The body
© which your memorialists represent is mostly composed
of churches and members scattered throughout the land
from Maine to California and from Florida to Minne-
sota—all subscribing to the constitution of the church
—all opposed to polygamy.

17. In view of the foregoing facts, we your memorial-
‘ists, would vrge the validity of the claim of the Reor-
gamzed Church to be the Church of Latter Day Saints,
and in urging this claim, declare unqualifiedly the faith
of the body your memorialists represent that, accord-
ing to the law of the church given under the presidency
of Joseph Smith, no body of people can be properly
considered “The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints” but that body which recognizes the constitu-
tional provisions of the law wunder which the church
obtained an existence; and as loyalty to the Govern-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



' GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS . 23

" ment and a monogamic . institution of marriage are
absolutely and imperatively demanded by the law of the
church, as necessary to govern it in its political and
social relations, we do most fully, freely and unre-
servedly affirm that there is nothing required by the
law or polity of the church that can render its members
violators of the laws of the land in any of their legal
provisions.

18. We, your memorialists, would therefore petition
that in the consideration of the questions of polygamy
and disloyalty, as affecting a body calling themselves
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, in
the territory of Utah, the crimes of polygamy and dis-
loyalty may not be made to stain the mantle of the
pure faith of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, by such official sanction and legislation of your
honorable bodies as shall, in order to legalize the
crimes of a few hundreds of polygamists in Utah -
~ (many of whom we trust will yet abanden their folly),

enstamp with infamy and disloyalty the faith of many
thousands throughout the United States, whose bold
stand in the hour of the Nation’s trials, whose integrity
of purpose and life, whose loyalty is unquestioned,—
and whose faith is that of the Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. And for the peace,
prosperity and perpetuity of the Government  your
memorialists will ever pray.

JOSEPH -SMITH,

ArLex., H., SMITH,
Mark H. FORSCUTT,
WM. W. BLAIR,

Jostag ELLS,
Committee on Memorial.

Presented and read before the Annual General Con-
ference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, held at Plano, Illinois, on the eleventh day of
April, 1870, and adopted by said conference.

JosgPH SMITH, President.
HeEnry A. STEBBINS, :
Ww. H. GARRETT,
Clerks.

No. 108, That this conference do appoint a commit-
tee of six to prepare and present such resolutions fo
this conference as in their judgment may be deemed
practicable for the removing the financial - disabilities
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now existing, and providing a plan whereby the fami-
lies of missionaries may be supported, and means
secured to conduct the work of the Lord.

Adopted April 8, 1870.

No. 109. That all presidents of quorums, and counsel-
ors to presidents of quorums, be set apart to their offices
by ordination.

No. 110. That the School of the Prophets be organ-
ized at as early a time as practicable.

Adopted April 9, 1870.

No. 111. That the law does not make it necessary for
high priests to preside over branches, although they
have the.right to preside when chosen by the branch.

No. 112. That the Bishop shall publish in the Herald,
quarterly, an exhibit of all church moneys coming
into his hands, with the names of parties paying the
same (unless otherwise ordered), also a quarterly
exhibit of all moneys disbursed, to whom or for what
purpose,—except the names of the poor.

Adopted April 11, 1870.

[Commlt’cee on Finance reported, and the followmg
concerning the Board of Publication was adopted] :

No. 113. That the officers of the board be composed
of a president (who shall be the President of the

~. church), a secretary, and a treasurer, who shall give

suitable bonds for the faithful performance of his
duties, such as shall be agreed upon by the board. - -

That said board have the management of the publi-
cation interests of the church, and shall publish quar-
terly a statement of the financial condition of said
board.

That the board be mcorporated accordlng to the
laws of the state of Illinois as the Board of Publica-
tion of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints.

That the Board of Publication issue certlﬁcates of
indebtedness in amounts of from five to fifty dollars
each, said certificates to be redeemable within five
years from date of issue, and none tc be payable in
less than one year, after which time said certificates to
draw legal rate of interest of the State in which said
certificate may be issued.
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That all holders of said certificates as issued by the
Board of Publication may at their option after the
term of one year from date, take up publications issued
by said board to the amount in full of their certifi-
cates.

That an immediate contrlbutmn of one dollar per
head be asked by the board, of such as can possibly
give it, and that all pres1dents whether of districts
or branches, bring this before their respective charges
as early as possible.

Adopted April 12, 1870.

No. 114, That this conference recognize the move-
~ment being made in the Order of Enoch as a good
one,

No. 115. That there be appointed a Secretary of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, whose
duty it shall be to sign all documents authorized by
general provisions of General Conference, to sign
licenses and. certificates issued by the First Presidency,
and to perform any and all other duties coming prop-
erly within the province of an organized government.

No. 116. That Mark H. Forscutt be that Secretary.

No. 117, That all presidents and clerks of quorums
be authorized to issue licenses to the members of their
respective quorums, and that the President and Secre-
tary of the church be authorized to issue licenses to
the general officers of the church.

No. 118, That all branches of the church should have
all the names of their members on the General Church
Record, and that all the distriet conferences should
atténd to this duty in connection with thée branches.

Adopted April 6, 1871.

No. 119. That we receive and approve of all reports
not objected to, without further motion.

Adopted April 8, 1871,

No. 120. That the members of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints shall not be counted in
good standing who will contract debts without a fair
prospact of being able to pay the same.

No. 121. That it is understood by the reading of
paragraph 4, section 72, Book of Covenants, that all
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persons removing are enjoined in every instance to
take with them certificates .of their standing from the
church where they had previously resided.

Adopted April 10, 1871,

No. 122. That this conference send out no -elders
to labor or represent this church except they are out
of debt, or make satisfaction with their creditors, and
this to be a precedent to act upon in the future.

No. 123. That the bishops hlave mo right to take
aceounts from elders who have collected money as tith-
ing, and have used the same without being authorized
by the bishops to do so.

No. 124, That this conference considers it very im-
proper for branches to ordain men not belonging to
their branch or district, and more especially when it
" is done without the knowledge or consent of the branch
to which they belong, and that we hereby condemn all
such action as unwise, and request all churches to be
governed by the spirit of this resolution in the matter
of ordinations in the future. -

No. 125. That an appeal from the dec1s1on of a
branch to a quarterly district conference of which said
branch forms a part, is proper, and should be had
previous to an appeal to the High Council, and that
such appeal gives the district conference the right to
examine, and,.if necessary, to retry all questions that
may be so appealed

No. 126. That this conference proceed to appoint o

a publishing committee of five to carry on the printing
and publishing department, and that this committee
shall proeceed to organize and commence business as
speedily as possible, according to the law of the state
of Illinois. )

No. 127. That the *first resolution of last Annual
Conference as touching the officers of the Board of

Publication be amended by striking out the clause in
parentheses, “who shall be the President of the church,”
leaving the board to elect its own president.

That the resolution as amended be affirmed.

No. 128. That as the Sunday-school cause forms an
important feature in the great work of the last days,
the officers and teachers thereof are- hereby sustained
in their calling to care for the:lambs of Israel’s fold.
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Adopted September 22, 1871,

No. 129. That this conference appoint and author-
ize a committee on music to compile a tune-book for
the use of the church, adapted to the hymns and
anthems in the Saints’ Harp; that said committee
consist of members; to be nominated by the president
of this conference, who- shall collect or write musie,
and forward it to the president of the committeey
that two years from the date of their appointment
shall be given for the compilation of the work; that
the money expended for music paper, postage stamps;
and necessary stationery, for . the carrying out of
this resolution, not exceeding $50, be advanced by the .
Bishop from the general church funds, and returned
from the sales of books; that the committee report
progress through its president at each General Con-
ference until the work be completed; and that it then
be at the disposal of the publishing committee of the
church, or the next ensuing General Conference.

Adopted September 23, 1871.

No. 130. That this conference -does hereby reaffirm
the decree of the Grand Council held at Kirtland, Ohio,
in 1835, Joseph Smith, Jr., presiding, which council
asserted the exclusive jurisdiction of all branches, re-
garding the right to labor only by permission Wlthm
their own recognized limits.

No. 131. That all baptisms, confirmations, ordina-
tions, and blessings, which may be attended fo in this
district, outside of branches, should be reported to
the mext ensuing district conference thereafter, so they
may be recorded in the General Church Record. [Pre-
sented by the Northern Illineis District and adopted.]

No. 132, That in the opinion of this conference the
law of the Lord does not authorize the administration
of the ordinance for the healing of the sick to be per-
formed by any person in the church, except those
holding the Melchisedec priesthood, and that any officer
teaching otherwise should be and is hereby reproved
and instructed to teach only what the word of God
commands according to the spirit and letter of the
passage: “Is any sick among you, let him call for the
ELDERS of the church.”

Ne. 133, That whern a person, already a member
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of the church, is baptized to satisfy the demands of
his conscience, or because of informality in the first
baptism, his membership and his priesthood, if he hold
any priesthood, should be again confirmed upon him
by the laying on of hands.

No. 184, Whereas a diversity of oplnlon exists among
the spiritual authorities of the church in relation to
2 resolution which passed at the Annual Conference
of 1869, which reads:

“Resolved, That it is mot the true policy of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, that the
Twelve shall control the funds of the church in the
hands of the Bishop, but that the Bishop shall be
amenable to the General Conference alone;” it is
hereby resolved, That thls conference reconsider that
resolution.

Resolved, That the resolution of “General Annual
Conference of 1869, respecting the authority of the
~Twelve, in relation to tithing, be and is hereby re-
pealed.

No. 135, That this conference does hereby affirm the
Appendix to the Epistle of the Quorum of the Twelve,
given October 7, 1861, which reads: “In order to
place the church in a position to carry on the pro-
mulgation of the gospel, and as a means of fulfilling
the law, the Twelve will take measures in connection
with the Bishop, to execute the law of tithing; and
let them before God see to it, that the temporal means
g0 obtained is truly used for the purposes of the church,
and not as a weapon of power in the hands of one
man for the oppression of others, or for the purposes of
self-aggrandizement by any one, be he whomsoever he
may be. As I live, saith the Lord, in ‘the manner ye
execute this matter, so shall ye be judged in the day
of judgment,” and recommend to the Twelve and Pre-
siding Bishop the issuing of such instructions as they
may deem proper for the more perfect execution of

this law.
Adopted April 8, 1872,

No. 136, That all questions for the consideration of
conference be presented in writing, except permissive
guestions, motions for adjournment, motions determin-
ing the order of business, or motions calling the quess
tion.
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No. 137. That this conference does hereby request
every branch of the church throughout the world to
forward to the General Church Secretary an annual
report, on or near the 31st of December of each year,
embracing all the items required by the Secretary for
- each year, from January 1 to December 31 inclusive.

Adopted April 9, 1872,

No. 188. That the church adopt the order taught by
the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 16:1, 2, “Now
concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given
order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon
- the first day of the week let every one of you lay by
him. in store, as God hath prospered him, that there
be no gatherings when I come;” and in the Book of
Covenants, section 59, paragraph 2, “Remember that
on this, the Lord’s day, thou shalt offer thine oblations,
and thy sacraments, unto the Most High, confessing
thy sins unto thy brethren, and before the Lord,” to
raise moneys for legitimate church purposes. And
that, whereas we, the elders in General Conference
assembled, believe that the church should put forth
a greater effort, financially, than in the past, there-
fore be it resolved, That we consider it to be the duty
of the presiding officers of missions, - distriets, and
branches to teach the law of tithing and free-will offer-
ings, presidents of branches to act as the Bishop’s
agents in collecting and disbursing such tithing and
offerings, keeping an account of all moneys received
and forwarding the same to the Bishop to carry on
the work of the ministry, ete.

Adopted April 9, 1872,

No. 189. That in the event of any suitable and
effective minister desiring a foreign mission at any
time when General Conference is not in session, the
First Presidency or the Quorum of the Twelve are
hereby authorized to grant them letters of appoint-
ment, the persons so appointed to report to and labor
under the direction of the president of fthe mission
where they may go.

No. 140. That in consequence of the appointment of
Bro. Mark H. Forscutt to the presidency of the Eng-
lish Mission, he be released from the secretaryship of
the church.
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No. 141, That Bro. Henry Goodcell, Jr.,, of Cali-
fornia, be appointed to succeed Bro. Mark H. Forscutt
as General Church Secretary.

Adopted September 14, 1872,

No. 142. That a Utah Chapel Fund be established,
and that contributions be solicited thereto, and that
the erection of a suitable building be authorized, said
building to be erected as soon as practicable. That the
presidents of branches be requested to take up collec-
tions immediately for the Utah Chapel Fund, and-
remit the same to Bishop I. L. Rogers, and continue
to do so until a sufficient amount be .obtained.

Adopted September 14, 15, 1872,

No. 143. The original Articles of Incorporation of
the Church under the laws of the state of Illinois,
were adopted.

[They are omitted here, because of their length, and
having been published formerly in pamphlet form,
and because superseded by the Articles of Association
adopted April 10 and June 6, 1891; see Rules of Order .
and Debate, chapter 17.] :

Adopted April 9, 1873.

No. 144. That the two quarterly reports. of the
Bishop, made between the General Conferences, be con-
sidered his semi-annual report to said conference, and
that all resolutions or parts of resolutions conflicting
with this resolution, be and are hereby repealed.

No. 145. Whereas, The String Prairie and Nauvoo
District conference at its last session, as published
in the Herald, adopted a resolution expressive of their
opinion, to the effect, that none had a legal right to
vote on the business before the body except the elders,
or Melchisedec priesthood; and whereas, The General .
Conference of 1868, resolved, and decided affirmatively,.
“That all private members, male and female, have a
right to vote upon all questions that may be brought
before the General Conference;” it is hereby

Resolved, That this conference considers the action
of the String Prairie and Nauvoo District conference,
on the suffrage question, premature, and disrespectful
to the entire body, and that said conference iz hereby
respectfully requested to reconsider and rescind said
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resolution at their next quarterly conference session.
Adopted April 10, 1878,

No. 146. That in the opinion of this conference,
the orgamzatlon of a quorum of elders in iozelgn
lands is impracticable, impolitic and unwarranted in
the law of God. :

That the names of all elders in foreign lands sheuld
be enrolled in quorums in the land of Zion.

Adopted April 11, 1873.

No. 147. That the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles"
travel and labor in the ministry of the gospel, severally,
as directed by that quorum, under the direction of the
First Presidency, according to the revelations of God.

No. 148, That the mission which now includes all
the Southern States, be divided into at least two depart-
ments, one to be known as the Southeastern Mission,
bounded .on the north by the Ohio River and West
Virginia and Pennsylvania; south by Gulf of Mexico;
east by the Atlantic Ocean, and west by Mississippi
River, The other, bounded north by Missouri and Kan-
sas; south by the Gulf of Mexico; east by the Missis-
sippi River; west by Mexico and Colorado Territory,
to be called the Southwestern Mission.

Adopted April 12, 1873.

No. 149. That Schuyler County, Missouri, be added
with Clark and Sco#and Counties to the String Prairie
and Nauvoo District.

No. 156. That the Quorum of Seventy travel in the
ministry and labor under the direction of the Travel-
ing High Council, according to the law of God.

No. 151. The high gries’cs after the order of the

" Melchisedec priesthood have a right to officiate in their
own  standing, under the direction of the Presidency,
in_administering spiritual things.

No. 152. That high priests, when traveling in the
ministry, are subject to the direction of the Traveling
High Councﬂ

No. 1538. That this ‘conference accept and sustain
Elder Joseph Smith as President of the High Priest-
hood of the Churck of Jesus Christ of Latter Daw
Saints, by virtue of which office he is Prophet, Seer,
and Revelater to the church.
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Adopted September 5, 1873,

No. 154, [The resignation of Bro. Henry Goodcell
as Church Secretary was accepted and he was re-

leased.] ]
Adopted September 6, 1873.

No. 155, That this conference order that the First
Presidency and the Twelve, the Bishop and his coun-
selors, take steps to furnish for the church, suitable
tracts for distribution, both in America and in foreign
lands; and that the expenses thereof be defrayed by
the Bishop.

No. 156. That the Emigration Fund, now in the
hands of the Bishop, be turned over to the general
fund of the church, subject to draft as per resolution
creating the fund, when it shall be required.

Adopted April 7, 1874,

No. 157, That Utah, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming and
Colorado be stricken off the Pacific Slope Mission and
constitute a separate mission to be known as the Utah
Migsion. (In April, 1880, the name was changed to
the Rocky Mountain Mission.)

Adopted April 8, 1874

No. 158. That should the brethren of the church in
" Wales deem it wise to publish a periodical to circulate
among those speaking the Welsh tongue, we shall feel
it to be a proper duty to give such periodical what
support we may do legitimately, without mvolvmg the
church pecuniarily,

No. 159. Elder Henry A. Stebbins was unanimously
chosen to the office of Church Recorder.

No. 160. That the elders of the Quorum of Seventy
use all practicable means to be at liberty to labor in
their calling, and that the tithing fund, as far as
practicable, be applied for the sustaining of their
families while in the field. )

No. 161, On motion . . . Bro. John Scott was chosen
Chureh Librarian, )

No. 162. That hereafter all motions offered to the
house shall be put in writing, with the name of the
mover, except such as are privileged questions.

No. 163. A committee of three was appointed to
draft a style and form of church seal.
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On the same day the committee reported a design
for the church seal, with legend, date, and motto as
follows:

“‘Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints” Emblem, a lion and a lamb lying down at
rest. Motto, ‘Peace.” ‘Incorporated 1872 The re-
port was adopted, and the committee empowered to
purchase the seal.

Adopted April 9, 1874,

" No. 164. Whereas, The committee on tracts appointed
by the Semiannual Conference finds its labors restricted -
by the absence of some portion of its number; and
whereas it is desirable and necessary that the tracts
contemplated by the appointment of said committee
be put in print as soon as possible; therefore be it

Resolved, That said committee be continued; and
that by and with the consent of its own members,
be empowered to act by any number that they may
decide upon, as a sub-committee, to examine, revise,
and prepare for the press any and all manuscripts,
tracts, and writings now in their hands, or that may
hereafter be written or offered to them in pursuance
of the resolution by which they were appointed; and
that said committee be requested to bring their labors
to an early and effectual conclusion, as contemplated
by their appointment.

Adopted April 10, 1874.

No. 165. Whereas, There is a great necessity for
a history of the rise and progress of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, in order that all
who desire can have correct and suitable information
in relation to said church, therefore, be it

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed
by this. conference to collate, write, compile, and edit
said history at an early date as practicable.

No. 166. That we recognize the necessity of a call
for a General Assembly of all the quorums of the
church authorities, so far as practicable, and we refer
this matter to the President of the Church, praying
that the Lord may direct respecting the proper time
and place for said meeting. We further believe that
the President has a right to call the meeting contem-
plated in this resolution. :

2 Con Res
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Adopted April 11, 1874.

No. 167. That the Board of Publication be and are
hereby empowered to purchase all books as are deemed
necessary for church purposes, the same to be paid
by the church, and such purchases not to exceed sev-
enty-five dollars per annum,

No. 168, That in distinguishing between official and
non-official members, the term lay member be not used.

No. 169. That until a Church Secretary be appointed,
the Church Recorder be authorized to act, ex. officio,
in case occasion so require.

Adopted April 8, 1875,

No. 170, That the Church Recorder be Church Sec-
retary also.

Adopted April 10, 1875.

No. 171. That it is the opinion of this assembly that
the gospel is to be offered to all mankind, irrespective
of color, nationality, sex, or condition in life; and that
elders in Christ are not justified in making, or insist-
ing on being made, any separation in church privileges,
worship or sacrament, other than is made in the church
articles and revelations in regard to ministerial ordina-
tions and labor; and that we advise all officers of the
church to be governed bv the spirit and tenor of this
teaching and this resolution.

Neo. 172. Whereas, Heneving that the bread and wine
used at the sacrament are simply blessed for the use
of those who at the time, and with an understanding
of its purpose, partake of it, in no way relating to its
subsequent use, therefore be it

Resolved, That we rescind a former resclution of
General Conference making necessary the passing of
the bread until all be taken.

No. 173 That it is the duty of the Quorum of the
Twelve to take charge of all important missions, espe-.
eially those to foreign countries,

No. 174. That the law of tithing is binding upon
the church in its scattered condition.

No. 175. That in the opinion of this body, this church
has no right to subvert the liberties of its members
by prohibifing their membership with what is known
as “a secret society,” unless such society shall first be
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condemned by either a decision of the General Assem-
bly of the church, or by the law of the land. )

Adopted April 9 and 10, 1875,

No. 176. Whereas, The impression seems to be gain-
ing ground, and it is believed that this impression
results from the prevalence of the spirit of the gather-
ing, that the circumstances of the country and the
condition of the church indicate that the time is come
that there should be a gathering of the Saints into a
more centralized condition, and that such centraliza-
tion is demanded by the necessities of the chureh and
the genius of the latter-day work; and

Whereas, The spiritual condition iz favorable to
such gathering; and whereas, Such a gathering con-
templates the centralizing of the chief authorities of
the church al as early a day as practicable, in order
to the more effectual work of the ministry, and build-
ing up of the Church of Christ and the locating of the
“Publishing Department,” press and fixtures within
the limits of such gathering place; therefore, be it

Resolved, That a standing committee of five be ap-
pointed by this conference, whose duty it shall be to
select and make such location as is contemplated in
the foregoing preamble, and arrange for and effect
the purchase of lands, locate a town site, and perform
such other acts as are consistent with the making of
such locations, and consummating such purchases; and
that said committee make report of their labors to a
General Conference of the church at as early a time
as they shall deem prudent.

Adopted September 10, 1875.

No. 177. That Brn. P. Cadwell, H. J. Hudson, and
J. W. Briggs are hereby appointed a committee to draft
a petition for the consideration of this conference,
asking Congress to inaugurate more decisive measures
in the suppression of misrule and tyranny in Utah,
embodying such statements of fact and documentary
evidence as the interests of the Reorganized Churech of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints demand; that the
world may be warranted in believing that Mormonism
does not indorse nor favor in any degree the criminal
policy of Brigham Young and assistants; and further,

- that we request the press of the United States to keep
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the matter before the public continually, and to make
such statements as are due us as a corporate body,
desiring the welfare of our beloved country, and the
just and supreme administration of the laws thereof.

Committee report adopted April 12, 1876.

No. 178. Report of the committee on Memorlal to
Congress being called for, Bro. Jason W. Briggs ver-
bally ‘reported that after it had been approved by the
First Presidency it had been sent to the member from
this congressional district, the Hon. Alexander Camp-
bell, and his reply was read:

House of Representatives, WASHINGTON, D. C.,
March 2, 1876.

Elder J. W. Briggs, Plano, Illinois, Dear Sir. Your
letter, petition and Memorial reached me in due course
of the mails, and were this day referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. They would have been pre-
sented when they came to hand, but I was in doubt as
to whether they should be referred to Committee on
Territories or on the Judiciary. I called on Mr. Page
this morning and learned from him that his bill was
referred to the Judiciary Committee, consequently I
had the Memorial, &c., sent to that Committee, which
hope will be satlsfactory

I am very truly yours, .
) : A. CAMPBELL.

Also the following: -
i Extract from the Congressional Globe for March 8,

876:

Presented by Mr. Campbell. Memorial of the Re-
organized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, in Conference assembled at Counecil Bluffs,
Towa, that more dec¢isive measures be inaugurated in
the suppression of alleged misrule and tyranny in Utah,
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Conference accepted the report and discharged the
committee,

MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS.

From a Committee of the Reorganized Chureh of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, petitioning Con-
gress to inaugurate more decisive measures in- the
. suppression of misrule and tyranny in Utah: setting
forth, with documentary evidence, that the Church of
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Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints does in no wise
favor the criminal policy of Brigham Young, ete., ete.,
ete.

To their Excellencies, the President and Vice-presi-.
dent; and the Honorable Senate and  House of
Representatives, of the United States, in Congress
Assembled:

At the Semiannual Conference of the. Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, held at
Council Bluffs, Iowa, on the eighth day of September,
1875, the following resolution was adopted:

Resolved, That Phineas Cadwell, H. J. Hudson and
Jason W. Briggs be hereby appointed a committee to
draft a petition for the consideration of this confer-
ence asking Congress to inaugurate more decisive
measures in- the suppression of misrule and tyranny
in Utah, embodying such statements of fact and docu-
mentary evidence as the interests of the Reorganized

- Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints demand;
that the world may be warranted in believing that
“Mormonism” does not indorse nor favor .in any de-
gree the criminal policy of Brigham Young and
assistants, and further that we request the press of
the United States to keep the matter before the publiec
continually, and make such statements that are due us
a corporate body, which desires the welfare of our

" beloved country and the just and supreme administra-
tion of the laws thereof.

The committee to whom was referred the foregoing .
resolution, would most respectfully present for your
consideration, and action, the necessity for “Congress
to inaugurate more decisive measures in the suppres-
sion of misrule and tyranny in Utah.” That there is
a distinetive line of demarcation between the tenets and
practices of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, under the leadership of Joseph
Smith, and those under the leadership of Brigham
Young, in Utah, has been fully set forth before your
honorable body in a former memorial, and presented
to the Senate of the United States by the Hon. Lyman
Trumbull, May 5, 1870, and was referred to the Com-
mittee on Territories. ‘

Your Memorialists do not deem it necessary to reca-
pitulate those doctrines at this time; but in brief, would
say that in Utah, “doctrines are held and practiced
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which are at variance with the proper usages of civil-
ized nations, and opposed to the law of our common
country;” whilst on the other hand, “we do most fully,
freely, and unreservedly affirm, that there is nothing
required by the law or polity of the church, that can
render its members violators of the laws of the land in
any of their legal provisions.”

We would respectfully represent that from our
knowledge of the teachings and practices of the leaders
of the Utah church organization, it is opposed fo all
free governments, and especially to the government of
the United States; in proof of which we refer to the
following declarations from their leading men, and pub-
lished by themselves:

“Our ecclesiastical government is the government of
heaven, and incorporates all governments in earth and
hell, 1t is the fountain, the mainspring, the source of
all light, power and governments that ever did, or ever
will exist. It circumseribes the governments of this
Woﬂd 7.—Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, vol.
T, p. 141,

“The kingdom of God is an order of government
established by divine authority. It is .the only legal
government -that can exist in any part of the universe.
All other governments are illegal and unauthorized—
any people attempting to govern themselves by laws
of their own making and by officers of their own
.appointment are in direct rebellion against the kingdom
of God.”—Orson Pratit’s Kingdom of God, part 1,
page 1.

And in accordance with the above teachings, the gov-
ernment of the United States is considered illegal; and
in Utah, an intruder. In proof of which, we refer to
the foreible resistance to the entry of United St tates
troops and federal officers, and the obstacles thrown in
the way of the Federal Courts, and the constant
evasion of the United States law.

We further represent, that in accordance with the
foregoing statement of belief respecting all govern-
ments, (except their own,) being illegal; it is held, that
oaths administered by officers of such courts, or govern-
ments, are not binding upon jurors, or witnesses; and
to this may be attributed the well known fact that not
one criminal in fellowship with that “ecclesiastical gov-
ernment,” in Utah, has ever been found guilty and
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punished by jurors in the same fellowship, however"
clear the evidence has been; and that it is the cherished
design, and hope of these leaders, to throw off, what
they call the shackles of the United States; and to this
end they urge the emigration to Utah of -all their
adherents, which are mainly of foreign birth, and from
the humbler class; who, on arriving in Utah, are sent
into the far off settlements, that they may not come in
contact with any who entertain other views. The
results are, that communities are forming, and the
young are growing up, all over the Territery, with just
such sentiments respecting the Government as its sworn
enemies and haters inculcate. And, while no territorial
statute law exists in Utah regulating marriage, there
do exist territorial laws respecting property; which,
by the ruling of the Probate Courts, places the wives
of Utah, and their children, upon a level with mistresses
and their illegitimate children; and, under certain eir-
cumstances, discriminating in favor of the Ilatter,
against the former; the design of which, is apparent;
viz, to disarm and discourage the wife, and protect
polygamy. Further; that the mail service is practically
abridged to publishers of newspapers and periodicals
opposed to this polygamous oligarchy, at some post-
offices through which it is impossible to transmit such
mail matter, with regularity and certainty; preéminent
among them, is the post-office at Ogden.

We, your memorialists, while representing the Reor-
ganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,
throughout the United States; we, also, represent those
members of the said church now resident in Utah,
which- constitutes no inconsiderable part of the popula-
tion of that Territory, as before stated, in common
with those of other sects, and of no sect; have felt, and
still feel, the pernicious effects of this unwarranted and
unnatural union of Church and State, sought to be
forced upon us by an oligarchy of priests; who, declar-
ing against human governments, assume to be the
government of God, and rule the legislature and terri-
torial courts, fo the detriment of all law-abiding citi-
Zens.

A We ask on the part of (Congress) your Honorable
ody:

Firstly; An examination of the statutes of Utah;
and the disapproval of all such enactments as are incon-
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sistent with the Constitution and laws of the United
States, justice and republicanism in its true sense.

Secondly; To provide for the untrammeled exercise
of the right of franchige, by disallowing the present
practice of so marking the ballot, and numbering the
votes as to show how each votes.

Thirdly; To so amend the jury law, as to exclude
from the jury box, such as are confederates with
eriminals on trial; this would, among other results,
throw open to actual settlers thousands of acres of land
now fraudulently held by Brigham Young, and others
of the ruling oligarchy in Utah.

Fourthly; The placing of the post-offices in the hands
of persons who recognize the authority of the Govern-
ment, and the sanctity of the oath of office.

And we further implore Congress to apply the needed
remedy for the “suppression of misrule and tyranny
in Utah,” and thus bring to justice criminals of every
-<character; as Congress has the unquestioned power to
legislate over the Territories.

And for the peace, prosperity, and perpetuity of the
Government of the United States of America, we, your
memorialists, will ever pray.

P. CADWELL,
H. J. Hupson,
J. W. BRIiGaGs,

Commitfee.
Adopted Sep_tember 10, 1875.

No. 179. That the Board of Publication be authorized
to furnish Heralds and Hopes for the European Mis-
sion at the cost of pubhcamon

That said bills be referred to the Bishopric for ad-
justment and payment in the future.

No. 180. That each organized district of the church
and each branch not in an organized district, through-
out the world, be requested to make out an annual
-statistical report, covering and designating all changes
up to the last day of each year.

Adopted September 11, 1875.

No. 181, That until it shall be otherwise decided by
revelation or act of a General Assembly, the ordination
of seventies prior to April, 1873, shall be held as legal,
and those so ordained authorized to act as such officers;
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but that this action does not warrant the further ordi-
nations of seventies except as provided by the rules
and precedents of the April session of 1873; and further
that it be ordered that the secretary of the quorum
record the names and issue licenses to those seventies
acting under the ordination referred to in the reor-
ganization.
Adopted April 6, 1876.

No. 182. That said book be adopted as a manual of
practice and Rules of Order and Debate to govern the
legislative assemblies of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints.

Adopted April 8, 1876.

No. 183. Whereas, The members of the church have
not sufficiently responded to the call of the locating
committee in furnishing the means adequate for the
purchase of land for the location of the press, and the
gathering together more closely the spiritual authorities
of the church; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the report be accepted, [except that
portion which relates of ‘the appointment of another
committee,] and that the moneys already in the hands
of the committee be refunded.

Adopted April 10, 1876,

No. 184, Whereas, The Articles of Incorporation of
the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints locate the present business center of the church
at Plano, Illinois, and,

Whereas, Provisions are made in said Articles of
Incorporation for the changing of said business center
to some other place; and,—

Whereas, We believe that upon grounds of economy,
convenience, the common goods, and a wise reference to
the coming wants of the church, such change should be
made at an early day;

Therefore be it resolved, That this conference does
‘hereby recommend that active steps be taken by those
having the matter in charge, to make such change, at
such time, and to such place, as they in their wisdom
may think best.

Adopted April 11, 1876.
No. 185, Whereas, Much unpleasantness has occurred
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through members leaving one branch and joining
another without a certificate of membership; therefore,
be it

Resolved, That members leaving one branch, shall not
be pelmltted to join another without a certificate of

membership.
Adopted April 12, 1876.

No. 186. That this conference look with favoer upon -
the effort to build a chapel, as a house of worship, in
Salt Lake City, when found practicable, and that we
.will encourage its erection.

No. 187. Whereas, The conferences in the past have
affirmed that there is at present no place of gathenng,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That any elder teaching contrary to the
resolutions of General Conference is censurable.

Adopted October 7, 1876.

No. 188. That the practice of citing members to. trial,
on their church membership, through the Herald, be
discontinued.

Adopted October 9, 1876.

No. 189. That the action of the session of April,
1870, be amended by making the meetings of the Board
of Publication half-yearly instead of quarterly, and
by inserting the word wmay before the word issus, .
in regard to cerfificates of indebtedness authorized.

[Substance of action on committee reports.]}

No. 190. Whereas, the committee on music  has
repeatedly failed to report to the General Conference;
and, ‘whereas, it is important that the work assigned
them be performed, therefore it is hereby resolved,
ghat the present committee be released from further
uty.

No. 191, That this conference reaffirm a resolution
passed by the Annual Conference of 1871, touching the
Sunday-school  cause, which reads, That the Sunday-
school cause forms an important feature in the work
of the last days, and the officers and teachers thereof
are hereby sustained; and furthermore it is hereby

Resolved, That we request the presidents of branches,
throughout the world, to use their utmost endeavors to
orgamnize Sunday—sohools in their respective branches,
and to make reports to their several district confer-
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ences of the condition and progress of said schools;
and that districts make reports to the Annual Confer-
ence; and that presidents of districts and the traveling
ministry be also requested to use their influence to
establish and sustain Sunday-schools.

No. 192. That this conference reaffirm the resolution
passed at the semi-annual conference of 1875, ...
that the distriets and scattered branches make statis-
tical reports but once a year; the resolution, hereby
reaffirmed, reading as follows: Resolved, That each
organized district of the church, and each branch not
in an organized district, throughout the world, be and
are hereby requested to make out regularly full annual
statistical reports, covering and designating all changes
up to the last day of each year.

No. 193. That a committee on music be now ap-
pointed, and that M. H. Forscutt be the chairman
thereof, with power to choose two assistants.

No. 194, That the Bishop be, and hereby is, in-
structed to report to the General Conference whether
the necessary measures have been taken to have the
title of the Kirtland Temple transferred to the church
corporation, as provided for in Article six of the
Articles of Incorporation of the church.

Adopted April 7, 1877.

No. 195. That the Bishop be, and is hereby instructed
to pay all moneys now in his hands for the Utah
C}:iapel to the present building committee, on their
order.

Adopted April 9, 1877.

No. 196. That the committee, who have labored so
diligently in this matter, complete the tune-book, and
submit the same to the Board of Publication for their
further investigation before publishing the same. That
when the Board of Publication have determined upon
what form they will publish the tune-book they will
give notice through the columns of the Herald.

Adopted April 10, 1877.

No. 197. That this conference request the Board of
Publication fo issue in pamphlet form the article
written by Bro. W. H. Kelley, and published, some time
since, in the Herald, emtitled “Presidency and priest-
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hood,” subject to revision by Bro. W. H. Kelley, if
desired.

No. 198. Whereas, B. Winchester’s “Synopsis of the
Holy Scriptures” has proven a benefit to many in the
search of truth, therefore be it

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to
consider the advigability and practicability of republish-
ing said synopsis or a revision of it, or a similar one,
and report at this or the next General Conference.

Adopted April 11, 1877.

No. 199. Whereas, The Generial Conferences have the
power to authorize the organization of quorums, Re-
solved, therefore, That said conferences have the power,
and the right also, to authorize such changes or trans-
fers of the members of such quorums as the mterests
of the church may demand.

No. 200. That hereafter the Blshop be requested to
incorporate with his annual reports a list of all real
estate deeded to the church from time to time.

Adopted April 12, 1877.

No. 201. The Presidency presented their rephes to
the matters weferred to them yesterday.

First one read:

To the Brethren in Conference Assembled Whereas;
A certain elder and priest having been-ordained by an
elder whom they subsequently thought to be an un-
worthy man at the time of said ordination, and feeling
dissatisfied with their ordinations and their usefulness
in- the church being impaired  thereby, they have re-
quested me to present to the General Conference such
questions as would cause such action to be taken as
shall remove firom :their minds the present doubts
regarding the validity of said ordinations, all of which
is respectfully submitted. Signed, J. S. PATTERSON.

To the Conference of the Reorganized Church. of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, in session at Plano,
Iltinois: = The Presidency to whom the question couched
in the affixed paper, referred by you on yesterday,
submit:

We decide that ‘the legality of the ordinations re-
ferved to is mot affected by the subsequent feelings of
the parties so ordained; but, in order that unanimity of
feeling and action may be obtamed we deem it proper,
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or permissible, that such ordinations may be recon-
ferred by the direction and action of the branch, o¥
district conferences to which the parties belong, a record
of such reconferring of authority by reordination to be
kept by the branch or district.
Respectfully submitted,
JosEPH SMITH,
W. W. Braig,
Of the Presidency,
PrLaNO, 1llinois, April 12, 1877.

Upon motion the report and recommendations were
adopted.

No. 202, The following was read: .

Whereas, I have been informed by the president of
the London (Canada) Branch, that two elders (at a
time when they were silenced) did profess to have re-
ceived revelation commanding or instructing them to
geal up to efernal life a young sister of said branch,
which command they did put into operation by perform-
ing something like an ordinance, we therefore present
this paper to the conference, desiring that the matter be
investigated, as to the nature of the ordinance, and also
as to the rights of elders to perform such ordinances,
if such there be in the church.

Signed, JOHN S. PATTERSON.

To the Conference of the Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, in Session at Plano,
Illinois: The First Presidency, to whom your honor-
able body referred the question respecting “sealing
unto eternal life,” propounded in the paper attached
hereto, submit the following in reply:

We know of no law of the church creating or author-
izing “sealing up to eternal life,” as an ordinance;

- other than such sealing as may be found in the “laying
on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost,” in con-
firming members into the church. We therefore decide
that such persons as may have performed a rite sup-
posed to be one of “sealing unto life,” as an ordinance -
of the church, have erred, but suech error is not of
such a nature as to become & crime against the law
governing the church, as the fact of such “sealing up
unto eternal life” can not be determined as to ifs
truth, or falsity, except at the judgment day, when the
acts of all are to appear for arbitration and decision; -
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therefore the act of those men referred to in the in-
quiry submitted to us, and of which complaint is made,
is not such an act as demands official inguiry and con-
demnation.

While this is our decision, we decide, while there ig
no ordinance of the kind referred to known to the law,
the written law of the church, it is therefore of the
things of the unwritten law, if the right exists at all to
seal up unto eternal life, other than in confirmation
by the laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy
Ghost, the performance of such an ordinance, or the
solemnizing of such a rite is of doubtful propriety, and
should in no case be done except upon unqualified direc-
tions of the Spirit. Further, that elders should not
teach nor practice such rites as a rule of the church.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

JOSEPH. SMITH,
WM. W. BLAIR,
Of the First Presidency.

Done at Prano, Illinois, April 12, 1877,

Resolved, That the conference adopt said report as
the voice of the body.

Adopted September 22, 1877.

No. 203. Whereas, We believe that the History of
Joseph Smith, as contained in the Times and Seasons,
and in other publications of the church, should be
revised and published by the Reorganized Church in
book form, therefore be it resolved, That a committee
be appointed to prepare it for publication. [Substance
of item veported by the Board of Publication and

adopted.]
Adopted April 8, 1878.

No. 204, That the report [of the music committeel
be received and the committee discharged, with instrue-
tions that all matter in their hands belonging to the
church be turned over to the Bishop.

Adopted April 9, 1878,

No. 205. That the report of the committee on Win-
chester’s Synopsis be referred to the Board of Publi-
cation, with instructions to revise and enlarge in such
manner as will best serve the use of the church, and
that they publish the same when practicable, in the
name. of the church.
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Adopted April 10, 1873,

No. 206. That those having charge of church prop-
erty be required to value the same and forward to the
Bishop the report of such valuation, and that all
property not yet deeded to the church, as given in the
Bishop’s report, be alike valued, and proper deeds made,
as provided in the church articles,

Adopted April 11, 1878.

No. 207. That section 159, chapter 13, Book of Rules,
be affirmed by this conference, as the proper construc-
tion to be put upon the church law respecting the
powers. of elders’ courts; as stated therein, and that
we enjoin its observance.

Adopted April 12, 1878.

No. 208. That the Bishop, the legal trustee of the
church, be authorized and instructed by this confer-
ence to take the proper steps to secure the church in its
rights to saild property [Kirtland Temple].

Adopted April 13, 1878,

No. 209. That at the -present time or hereafter, the
First Presidency be exeused from sitting on committees,
if so desired by them,

Adopted September 11, 1878.

No. 210. That the law of tithing as given in the reve-
lation of 1838, and referred to in the revelation of 1861,
is applicable to the church in its present condition,
and should be observed. )

No. 211. That the building of houses of worship in
the various branches of the chureh is in keeping with
the dla,w, and an excellent aid to the preaching of the
word.

No. 212. That ail baptisms, in order to be legal, must
be done by both the administrator and the candidate
going down into the water, according to the instructions
in the Bible, Book of Mormon and Doctrine and Cove-
nants; and if there are any now numbered with the
church who have received the ordinance with any less
than the above requirements, that they are hereby
required to receive the administration of the ordinance
in the above form.
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Adopted September 13, 1878.

No. 218. That the music committee (Brn. M. H. Fors-
cutt, N. W, Smith, and J. T. Kinnaman, discharged
last April) be reappointed, with Bro. S. I. Smith added
to the number, and that we recommend that the work
be given to the public at as early a day as practicable;
Further, That said committee are requested to report
to the Board of Publication their work and its accom-
plishment as early as practicable, the committee being
authorized to retain the books and documents in their
hands. [Statement of substance of commlttee report
adopted.]

No. 214. That this body, representmg the Reorgan—
ized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints; does
hereby authoritatively indorse the Holy Secriptures, as
revised, corrected and translated by the Spirit of
revelation, by Joseph Smith, Jr., the Seer, and as
published by the church we represent.

No. 215. That this body, representing the Reorgan-
ized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints;
recognize the Holy Scriptures, the Book of Mormon,
the revelations of God contained in the Book of Doc-
trine and Covenants, and all other revelations which
have been or shall be revealed. through God’s appointed
prophet, which have been or may be hereafter accepted
by the church as the standard of authority on all mat-
ters of church government and doctrine, and the final
standard of reference on appeal in all controversies
arising, or which may arise in this Church of Christ.

No. 216. Whereas, We accept the revelations hereto-
fore given to the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints, through the present premdlng
officer thereof, as being the word of the Lord to his
church, equally with -those published in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the revelations received by the Presi-
dent of the church in 1861, 1863, and 1865, be recelved
as from God, authoritative and bmdlng on us as a body
and in connectlon with the revelation of 1873, that
they be hereafter compiled with that book.

No. 217, That this body declares that the use of
tobacco is. expensive, injurious and filthy, and that it
should be discouraged. by the ministry.

No. 218. Th»at the building committee of the Utal
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chapel, or other competent body, be requested to send
a report of all receipts and expenditures, to the nexy
April conference, and that said commitiee be alsda
requested to say whether or not they think the build-
ing of the chapel expedient and should be continued.

Adopted April 9, 1879.

No. 219. Whereas, The present system of reporting
the church finances by the Bishop and agents is not
uniform, neither satisfactory, but is discriminating
and partial, in that the means received by the Bishop
direct, is properly itemized and reported through the
Herald, giving the names of the parties paying in the
means and to whom paid, but that which is paid to
the agents is mot itemized in their reports, neither
the mames of the donors, nor of the ones to whom
money is paid, but only the agegregate is given, there-
fore be it ,

Resolved, That we require of the Bishop of the church
a report through the Herald, or in a supplement sheet,
an itemized report of the means received and paid-out
by the agents, with the names of the donors and to
whom pald, and that this report be made annually.

Adopted April 11, 1879,

No. 220. That it is the opinion of this conference
that when a member has been legally excommunicated
from the church, he can be received back into the fold
only through the door, baptism.

Adopted September 25, 1879.

No. 221. That the labors of the music committee
be accepted and that they be discharged; .that  Bro.
M. H. Forscutt be appointed musical editor, and that
the material in the hands of the commitiee be turned
. over to him; that measures be at once taken to pre-
pare the manuseript for publication by said musical
editor; that the book be published as soon as the
Board of Publication may direct, and that it be called
the Saints’ Harmony. [Summary of part of commit-
tee’s report amended and adopted.]

Adopted September 29, 1879.
No. 222, The report of the. First Presidency, con-
cerning the resolution from Decatur District; in refér-
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ence to the Book of Doctrine and Covenants was read
and adopted as expressing the view of the ‘confer-
ference:

To the Elders and Saints in Conference Assembled,
. Greeting: In the matter of preamble and resoluticn
from the Decatur District, referred to us on a pre-
vious_day of the session, we beg leave and submit:

It is our opinion that the free rendering and mean-
ing of the resolution passed at the semiannual session
of 1878, and referred to in said resolution from Deca-
tur qutmct is that:

Whereas, Certain rumors had obtained currency that
the church had not at any time so attested the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants, and the later revelations
given to the church, by vote and affirmation, that they
should form with the Bible and Book of Mormon, a
standard of reference in case of controversy and differ-
ence of opinion upon questions of doctrine and practice
in the church; therefore to remedy this defesk, if it
existed, the resolution referred to was introduced and
passed. .

We are further of the opinion, that it is mot the
intent and meaning of ‘the said resolution to make
a belief in the revelations in the Book of Covenants,
or the abstract doctrines possibly contained in it, a
test of reception and fellowship in the church; but
that the things therein contained relating to the doc-
trine, rules of procedure and practice in the church,
should govern the ministry and elders as representa-
tives of the church.

We are further of the opinion, that, ‘while it is
not intended, or indeed practicable {o bmd or proscribe
the liberty of conscience, whereby violence is done to
the honesty and integrity of the people by prescrib-
ing dogmas and tenets other than the plain provisions
of the gospel, as affirmed in the New Testament, Book
of Mormon and Doctrine and Covenants, and set forth
in the Epitome of Faith and Doctrine; it is clear to
us that it is destructive to the faith of the church,
and inconsistent with the calling and dignity of the
ministry, to decry, disclaim, preaech or teach contrary
to the revelations in_ said Book of Covenants, or to
arraign them in such a way that the faith of the
people of the church is weakened and they thereby
distressed.
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Ve are further of the opinion, that the elders should
confine their teaching to such doctrines and fenets,
church articles and practices, a knowledge of which
is necessary to obedience and salvation; and that in
all questions upon which there is much controversy,
and upon which the church has not clearly declared,
and which are not unmistakably essential to salvation,
the elders should refrain from feaching; or if called
upon, in defense of the church, or when wisdom should
dictate, they should so clearly discriminate in. theix
teachmg between their own views and opinions, and
the affirmations and defined declarations of the church
that they shall not be found antagonizing their own
and otherg’ views as a conflict in teaching upon the
part of the church.

We are further of the opinion, that the advancing
of speculative theories upon abstruse questions, a
belief, or disbelief in which can not- affect the salva-
tion of the hearers, is a reprehensible practice; and
should not be indulged in by the elders; especially}
should this not be done in those branches where per-
sonal antagonisms must inevitably arise, to the hinder-
ing of the work of grace; and should be reserved for
the schools of inquiry among the elders themselves.
- We are further of the opinion, that until such

time as vexed questions now pending are definitively
settled by the competent quorums of the church, the
discussion -of them should be avoided in all places
where the elders labor, in the world and in the branches,
-and should only be had in solemn conclave when meces-
sary to examine them for settlement, under proper rules
of restraint.

J. SMITH,
W. W. BLAIR,
Presidency.
GALLANDS GROVE, September 29, 1879.

No. 223, That President J. Smith, and those whom
he may call to his aid, shall be a committee to prepare
and present to the publishers of the Encyclopedia
Brittanica, Johnson’s, and other encyclopedias, an
article setting forth the leading facts touching the rise
and progress of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints, embracing its distinctive doctrines and
principles,
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No. 224, That no quorum is authorized fo enroll a
brother without his consent.

No. 225. Whereas, The constitution of the Board of
Publication requires the Bishop to nominate the mem-
bers of the board; and whereas, In the opinion of this
conference it would be in harmony with the spirit
of his office, that he be one of the members of that
board; and whereas, further, We Dbelieve him to be
eminently qualified for the position, be it

Resolved, That we hereby request him to act as a
member of that board. ’

Adopted April 8, 18830.

No. 226. That in the opinion of this conference the
ministry who meglect or refuse toe be members of
branches or districts, are disgualified for serving on
migsions. !

Adopted April 10, 1880.

No. 227. Whereas, We believe that the practice of
dropping = the mnames of absent members from the
branch rolls works injury to the cause and confusion
to the Church Record, therefore be it

Resolved, That this conference instruct that the
names of all scattered members be retained on the
branch rolls; and that branch clerks hereafter be
required to report -the number of resident and. the
number of scattered members; until such scattered
members be removed from the rolls according to law
concerning the granting of letters of removal.

That hereafter blank reports. for branches be so
changed by adding blank space providing for so report-
ing. .

And we further recommend that an Assistant Church
Recorder be appointed, or that we empower the Re-
corder to select such assistant. [Preamble in- fore-
going summarized from lengthy report.]

Adopted April 12, 1880.

No. 228. Whereas, The extended growth of the church
in the various States and Territories of the United
States and in all parts of the world, separates its
membership by distances of hundreds and thousands
of miles from each other, and renders any one place
of meeting in a body for the transaction of general
church business impracticable, and ’
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Whereas, By reason of this and other obstacles, it
is ‘impossible to secure the presence of members and
officers at the general church gatherings in such num-
bers as to obtain the consent, and a fair and true
expression of the will of the entire church on questions
which arise in the transaction of the business of the
same, and

Whereas, The only General Assembly of the church
as at present vepresented are its General Conferences,
which fail to afford an effectual means of ascertain-
ing the general wishes and expressions of the church
at large, by reason of the danger of advantages being
taken to defeat the will of the body as a church by
persons unscrupulous or ambitious influencing the
masses who form the majority of the present voting -
membership in the localities where such conferences are,
or may be held, and

Whereas, It is necessary and denlrable to obtain the
full and free expression of the entire church member-
ship upon all questions of general interest relating to
the -transaction of the business of the church and
thereby maintain inviolate the great principle held
sacred by all free men, viz: “Action by common con-
sent under the law,” and

Whereas, Under the laws of the church we recognize
" the right of the body to adopt such rules and regula-
tions in the calling and organization of General Con-
ferences as shall tend to subserve the . general good
and -advance- the highest interests of the whole body,
therefore be it

Resolved, by the General Conference now assembled
at Plano, Illinois, That all conferences and assemblies
‘which' ghall hereafter be held for the transaction of
business for the church as a whole, whether such con-
ference or assembly be special or annual, shall be com-
posed of members having one or more of the following
qualifications: (1) Persons ex officio members of such
conference or assembly, (2) Members made such by
reason of their being under appointment from General
Conference. (3) Delegates to General Conferences.
Provided however, that nothing herein contained, shall
relate to, or prevent the calling of a conference of
the quorums of the church for the transaction of busi-
ness as authorized by the laws of the church, the
* General Assembly, proper, and provided further, that
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nothing herein shall prevent any quorum of the church
transacting such business as may legally come before
it and the right to present the same to such General
Conference or Assembly for its action thereon.

2. Resolved that a committee of five (of whom the
President of the church shall be the chairman) be
appointed by the president of this conference to arrange
and report a system of representation in accordance
with the foregoing preambles and resolution.

A motion to defer was made and amended, the whole
reading as follows:

Resolved, That these presmbles and resolutions be
spread upon the record, and their further considera-
- tion be laid over till the next meeting of the confer-
ence, but the committee shall be appointed at this
conference, and requested to report at the next fall
conference.

No. 229, That the Board of Publication is hereby
requested to have the Concordance and Reference Guide
revised and printed in or bound with the Book of
Covenants, omitting from said concordance, -ete., only
such revelations as were ordered by the last fall con-
ference to be hereafter added to the Book of Covenants,

Adopted September 16, 1880,

No. 230. Whereas, first, The revelations accepted by
the church make it the duty of the church to liberate
the hands of the Twelve and the Seventy; and

‘Whereas, .second, The Twelve and the Seventy, as
the especial witnesses of the church to the world,
should first go as missionaries into all the world, and

Whereas, third, We believe that the funds of the
general, church treasury should be first used to supply
the families of the Twelve and Seventy, before the
families of the high priests, elders or priests are sup-
plied, or money employed to send high priests, elders
or priests to distant fields of labor, therefore be it
hereby .

Resolved, 1st, That no member of this, or of any quo- -
rum other than that of the Twelve and Seventy, should
be sent out as missionaries under General Conference
appointment, until all members of these two quorums
shall have been sent, or shall have been excused for
cause by proper authority, or shall have positively
declined to go. :
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2d, That the members of the Twelve and the Seventy
should be all assigned to missionary labor, in harmony
with the law; the funds of the church be used for the
prosecution of their missions, and the support of their
families.

3d, That if the number of the Twelve and Seventy
are inSufficient to supply demands for general minis-
terial labor, and there be funds fo sustain other
families than those of these quorums, then members of
other quorums may be chosen and sent by General
Conference, and their families also supplied from the
church treasury, impartially, with the families of the
Twelve and the Seventy.  (Above article presented by
the High Priests’ Quorum.)

No. 231. Whereas, The general church -funds have
heretofore been used in sending out elders and priests
as missionaries, instead of sending those whom the
law directs as the proper ones who should have pre-
cedence; therefore be it

Resolved, That we recommend to this conference that
the funds for missionary purposes be used to release,
first, the quorums of the Twelve and Seventy, who
should, properly, be the general and leading missiona-
ries of the church to the world as the law directs.
(Above presented by the Quorum of Seventy.)-

No. 232. Whereas, Action has been had that moneys
shall only be paid out of the church treasury to mem-
bers of the Quorum of the Twelve and of the Seventy:
therefore, be it

Resolved, That if there are any elders laboring in
distant fields who are mot members of the above quo-
rums, they shall receive, if ~necessary, aid to return.
home.

Adopted September 19, 1880.

No. 233. Whereas, Injury may result to the cause-
and perhaps also to individuals, in that the labors of
some of the ministry may be lessened through mis-
understanding as to the action of this conference in .
regard to sending only the Twelve and the Seventy
into the field (unless sufficient means be in the church
treasury to do otherwise), therefore be it

Resolved, That thosé of the ministry who were under
General Conference appoinfment, but who are not
named in the list of missions appointed at this ses-
sion, neither have been individually released, nor other-
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wise provided for, are hereby recommended to district
and mission authorities and conferences for appoint-
ment, either in those fields to which they were formerly
asslgned by the General Conference, or to .other dis.
tricts and regions where they may profitably work;
and we also recommend such authorities or conferences
to receive them in the same spirit as though they werq
sent by the General Conference; and furthermore we
recommend that such districts and missions sustain
such laborers with the necessary means, so far as is
practicable and just, and this in order that the work
of God may be prosecuted with no less vigor and suc-
cess than has been heretofore.. And we also recommend
that all others who c¢an-labor. to the benefit of the
cause, be also in like manner appointed and sustained,
according as the Spirit may direct and means and
circumstances may justify or permit.

Adopted April 12, 1881.
No. 234.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION.

To the Conference in Session Assembled: Your
Committee on Representation, beg leave and report:

‘Whereas, The method and fact of church representa-
tion in General Conferences, as at present practiced,
seem not to be within the law, and are made inadequate
to secure the common consent contemplated in that
law. Therefore,

Resolved, That a more clearly defined method of
representation should ‘be. adopted, and that to secure
that system  your committee recommended [recom-
mend?] the adoption of the following rules on Repre-
senbation:

1. That the general officers of the church known ag
the Presidency, the Twelve, the High Council, the Sev-
enty and the Bishopric (proper), are ex officio. mem-
bers of conference, and entitled to a voice and vote as
representatives of the spiritual authorities of the
church at large.

2. That high priests, elders and priests engaged in
the ministry and under missionary appointment  of
General Conference, or the general authorities of the
church, and not laboring in and by the authority of
organ;zed distriets, are hereby declared to be entitled
to voice and vote in General Conferences when present.
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3. That organized districts be authorized to appoint
from their members, at their last quarterly session of
district conference next preceding the session of the
annual and semiannual General Conferences, delegates
to said annual and semiannual sessions, who shall be
entitled to represent said districts, which delegates so
appointed shall be declared members of said General
Conferences entitled to voice and vote.

Provided: That the choice and appointment by said
districts shall be made by a majority of those present
and voting, in regular or called session of district
conference, of the holding of which due notice shall
have been given, as fo time and place within the dis-
trict, to each and every branch composing said district;
together with a statement of any important business
or action that is to be presented to, or likely to be
had by said general session, affecting said district, and
to which their consent or denial is desired, that instruc-
tions to said delegates may be given as to their action.

And provided further: That the only qualifications
to eligibility to the office of delegate from district to
General Conference shall be membership and good
standing.

Provided further: That no less than one, nor more
than five delegates may be sent from any one district;
but that said delegate; or delegates, shall be entitled
to voice and vote in such General Conferences to which
they -may be appointed, upon a presentation of a cer-
tificate from the clerk of district conference to the
said Genenral Conferences, upon their organization at
the times specified for their assembling.

And provided further: That said delegate or dele-
gates shall be entitled to cast one vote for each branch
of six members; and one vote for each twenty mem-
bers in excess of six, that there may be in the branches
of their said districts, in all cases where such a vote
may be necessary, or desired, to secure the common
consent designed in the law; but that in the common
routine of business said delegates may vote as units,
each in his own right, and in cases of division, the
majority of the delegation from a distriet shall cast
the whole vote of said district.

4., That each branch of six or more members, not
included in an organized district, be authorized to
appoint one delegate to the General Conferences, whe
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may or may not be a member of said branch, but who
shall be a member of the churech and in good standing,
whose qualifications to eligibility shall be the same as
those regquired in distriets, and who shall represent
said branch and be entitled to voice and vote in said
conferences to which he may be appointed; and who
shall be entitled to cast one vote for the six members
required to appoint, and one for each fwenty members
in excess of six composing said branch.

Provided further: That two or more branches in
near proximity to each other, not in organized district,
may unite in choosing a delegate, who shall cast their
vote, one vote for six members of each branch, and one
vote for each twenty members in excess of the number
six, multiplied by the number of branches represented;
the manner of casting their votes in cases of impor-
tance and common routine of business to- be as pro-
vided in cases of districts. .

Provided further, That due general notice to the
members of branches of the time and place of meet-
ing for the choosing of said delegate be properly given,
as required in cases of districts; certificate of appoint-
ment of branch delegate to be signed by the president
or clerk of branch, and to be presented as provided in
cases of districts.

5. That in all questions of grave importance, affect-
ing the polity and faith of the church; districts and
branches may instruct delegates to cast a majority
and a minority vote, for and against; but in no case
shall the number of the votes cast by said delegates
so instructed, exceed the number to which the district
appeinting him or them shall be entitled as herein-
before provided, and in cases of a tie in districts or
branches on guestions presented to them, certified to
said delegates, the votes of said districts or branches
shall be cast in egual numbers by the delegates.

6. In all questions of debate, incidental motions, and
routine business, representatives, ex officio, and dele-
gates, appointed, shall speak and vote as units and in
their own separate and personal right.

JosepH SMmitTH, Chairman.

That the foregoing rules on representation may be
altered and amended at any General Conference of
the church, and that all the provisions of said Report on
Representation may be altered or amended at the mext
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eonference of the church to be held at , On
which shall be composed of members as provided by
the rules adopted for the purpose of obtaining the
voice of the whole people of the church.

Provided, That at least two months’ notice of the
nature of such amendment or amendments shall be
given in the Herald, before the date of the sitiing of
the session of conference at which such amendment or
amendments will be presented, giving manner and form
in which such amendments are desired.

Adopted April 13, 1881.

No. 235, That this conference discourage the use of
tobaceo, and of strong drinks, as a beverage, by the
church, and especially by the ministry.

No. 236. That we approve of the translation and pub-
lication of tracts and other printed matter in the
Seandinavian and German languages, such translation,
ete., to be hereafter regulated by an understanding
betweer- the Bishopric and the Twelve.

Adopted April 15, 1881.

No. 237. Whereas, It is desirable that the greatest
possible amount of efficient ministerial labor be per-
formed, and, whereas, there are elders and priests who
are pr epared and Wﬂhng to take the field, provided they
have evidence that thelr labors will be acceptable to
the church; therefore we [the Quorum of the Twelve]
petition your honorable body to adopt the following
resolution:

Resolved, That the Twelve and Seventy, when in
charge of ﬁeld have the privilege and right to take
with them elders and priests as traveling companions,
or to appomt them tto labor in their respective fields,
provided that such elders or priests require nothmg
from the general church treasury to keep them in the
field.

No. 238. KEpistle of the Twelve and the Bishoprie.
To the Church of Christ, Called to be Saints in all
the World, Greeting: :

It has been apparent to the Saints, everywhere, that
there has been a lmlsunderstandmg for some time
between the Bishopric and the Twelve on finaneial mat-
ters, and that considerable injury to the cause has
arisen thereby. Therefore, it was deemed wise and
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expedient that these two quorums should meet and
confer together, and, if possible, agree upon the proper
construction to be put upon the commandment of the
Lord, given in 1861, whereby it appears that they
should unitedly “take measures” to execute the “law of
tithing;” and to adopt such rules as would place the
financial affairs of the church on clearer and more
effectual bases than have hitherto obtained. The com-
mandment is as follows:

In order to place the church in a position to carry on
the promulgation of the gospel, and as a means of ful-
filling the law, the Twelve will take measures in con-
nection with the Bishop, to execute the law of tithing;
and let them before God see to it, that the temporal
means so obtained is truly used for the purposes of the
church, and not as a weapon of power in the hands of
one man for the oppression of others; or for the pur-
poses of self-aggrandizement by any one, be he whom-
soever he may be.

As 1 live, saith the Lord, in the manner ye execute
this matter, so shall ye be Judged in the day of judg-
ment, JOSEPH SMITH,

President of the Church.

SanpwicH, Illinois, October 7, 1861,

To this end; on Wednesday, April 17, 1878, these two
bodies met in Plano, Kendall County, Illinois, at the
house of Bro. Joseph Smith; the First Presidency being
present by invitation.

The following paper, designed mainly as an explana-
tion of the scope and meaning of the commandment
referred to, was submitted by the First Presidency to
the Council:

BASIS OF ADJUSTMENT.

1. The word ewecute, as. used in the revelation of
1861, is, in our view, to be construed to mean to “carry
into effect ” to set in motion legitimate forces, to put
exmtmg laws into active operation. To execute any
given law may, and in this instance does, involve differ-

- ent offices, or the administration of different officers.

2. The charge to the Twelve is intended to define
their duty as an advisory and judicial body, with whom
lies the “regulating” of ‘“the affairs of the church,”
according to law.

3. The part to be performed by the Twelve in carry-
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ing into effect the “law of tithing,” is precedent and
subsequent, and involves both teaching the law and
administering it; administration and teaching to be
upon prineciples agreed to by the Twelve and the
Bishoprie.

4. The Rishopric are the legal custodians of all the
temporalities of the church, upon whom devolves the
duty of gathering, safely keeping, and disbursing the
moneys and properties of the church, in keeping with
the law, and agreeably to the rules mutually agreed to
by the Twelve and the Bishopric.

5. In the receiving and disbursing of church funds,
all persons who may be entrusted therewith are in fact,
or ex officio, agents for the Bishopric, and should
account to the Bishopric; and in disbursing general
church funds should do so by the direction of the
Bishop, or in accordance with an agreement and under-
standing with the Bishopric previously had; specific, in
regard to objects before determined upon; general, in
regard to objects incidental to the prosecution of mis-
sionary ‘labor, for which, in the nature of things, no
specific directions can be given. )

6. The Bishopric being created by and responsible to
the church for the proper administration of their duty,
should not, in justice, be made firally responsible to the
Twelve, in any other sense than all other church officers
are responsible to the same quorum; that is, by proper
charge and adjudication before the general church
officers, or by decision of General Conference.

7. Discretionary power to receive and disburse church
funds, and dispose of church property for the uses of
the- church, according to the laws of the church, and
subject to inquiry by the Twelve and the church, miust
rest in the Bishopric. only, as, by law, the Bishopric
only are legal custodians of such properties; -but the
Twelve may and should exercise such supervisory juris-
diction, according to previous arrangement and agree-
ment with the Bishoprie, as will prevent unnecessary
delay and injury to the work of the ministry, and will
facilitate the proper expenditure of funds in the church
treasury for the purpose of carrying on the preaching
of the word, in which is included the support of the
families of traveling ministers in the field; the publi-
cation and distribution of such books and tracts as may
be deemed expedient, for which no .other provision is
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made; the erection of houses of worship; purchase of
lands, together with the care and uses of them in
missions assigned by conferences.

8. The Twelve being by law a traveling, spiritual,
ministerial body, supposed to be in the missionary field,
can not in justice be expected to act as a council exer-
cising local and decisive direction in the disbursement
of church moneys, in the sense that no expenditure
could be had, except upon their consent or order, first
obtained; it is necessary thaf there be a full under-
standing between that quorum and the Bishoprie, as to
the scope of the law demanding their attention to the
temporal affairs of the church; also as to the rules
which may govern both parties; which rules once agreed
upon shall obtain until modified by mutual agreement
and understanding; no power being given to either
party to dictate those rules.

These principles were adopted singly, and afterward
as a whole, by the council of the several quorums
assembled.

On the day following, the Twelve and the Bishoprie,
being assembled in council, adopted the following prin-
ciples and rules, affer each quorum had separately
considered and acted upon them.

PRINCIPLES AND RULES OF ACTION,

1. We believe the duty of the Twelve to be to teach
the law of tithing, viz: Explaining to the church the
necessity, and the mode of complying therewith, in
order that the financial interests of the church shall be
properly supported, and that they may receive tithing
and forward the same to the Bishop, who is the acknowi-
edged treasurer of the church, or to his appointed
agents,

2. That it is devolvent upon the Bishopric and their
authorized agents (such agents to be elders'), to travel
among the churches from time to time, to teach the law
- of, and collect tithing and free-will offerings, and see
that the financial interests of the church are duly cared
for, and the wants of the poor duly administersd to,
and use their best and earnest endeavors to keep the
ministry in the field, as appointed by General Con-

“By act of General Conference September 27, 1882, the
proviso that the agents should be elders was repealed.”
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ference, especially the members of the Quorum of
the Twelve and of the Seventy, and to see to it that
families of such receive proper support.

3. That officers in charge of missions anpomteo. by
General Conference, receive necessary support in the
prosecution thereof, from the agents of the Bishop in
said missions, and that said agents in the disbursing
of moneys be not subject to the ‘direction of district
conferences, or branches (yet said conferences may
advise or recommend), but should make itemized reports
to said conferences, who may audit and approve the
same, and said reports as certified to, be forwarded to
the Bishop.

4. And that in all missions where there is no agent
to represent the Blshop, the officer in charge of said
mission may receive tithing and free-will offerings, and
use such sums as shall be considered necessary for’
said mission, keeping an account thereof, together with
the names of persons from whom received, and for-
ward a quarterly account thereof, together with what-
ever moneys may remain in his hands as a residue, and
not needed by him, to the Bishop; and upon receipt
thereof, the Bishop should enter the same upon- his
books, crediting and debiting the church with said
amounts, received and paid out, together with the names
of those from whom received and to whom paid; and
that all such itemized reports be pubhshed by the
Bishop from time to time with his regular reports.

5. In all missions where the officer in charge can not
consult with the agent (though one may have been
appointed thereto), he may receive tithings and free-
will offerings and use the same (as hereinbefore pro-
vided for in Article 5, of Basis of Adjustment), or only
part thereof for said mission, accounting therefor to
the agent and to the Bishop in his quarterly reports.

6. We advise the utmost care and economy in the
expenditure of money; that the first of all objects to be
attained by the church is the promulgation of the
gospel, and all other interests are but secondary com-
pared with it, which object must ever demand our first
attention; next to which is the support of the poor.
And Oehevmg that moneys have been extravagantly
expended in the publication of books, and unnecessarily
s0, we advise the utmost care in that direction, and the
strictest economy. And we recommend that the Bishop-
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ric encourage so far as seems wise and is practicable,
the building of church houses, and that they take the
advisory oversight thereof; and also the erection of
storehouses in such localities where the interests of the
church do now or may hereafter demand it; believing
that through this channel the families of traveling
elders would receive more ready support, and which
means does not now come into the church treasury.

7. Members should be taught the moral obligation
that rests upon them, to put forth an effort to do some-
thing of some moment, during the year, either in tith-
ings, free-will offerings, or donations, according to their ;
financial ability.

8. Where branches, districts or individuals® wish

. labor in any special locality, the needed funds to
sustain such effort should not be taken from the means
designed for or belonging to the general treasury.

9. When means are given to ministers of the church
for their benefit, by persons in and out of the church,
such “means’” should be reported to the Bishop, that he
may be cognizant of the help that each receives and that
said report be made to the Bishop on the 1st of March,
annually. )

We present the foregoing principles of action to all
the Saints as being the rules and regulations adopted
by us for the government of and administration in the
financial affairs of the church, and we respectfully
commend them to the consideration of and observance
by the church in all circumstances and cases included
in and covered by the above specification of principles.

WirLiaMm H. KELLEY,
THOMAS W. SMITH,
James CAFFALL,
JounN H. LAKE,
ALEXANDER H. SMITH,
ZENAs H. GURLEY,
JoserH R. LAMBERT,
Of the Quorum of the Twelve.
ISRAEL 1. ROGERS;
HENRY A. STEBBINS,
DAviD DANCER,
The Bishopric of the Church.
Prano, Illinois, April 8, 1878,
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AMENDMENT ADOPTED IN APRIL, 1881,

Whereas, The General Conference in September, 1880,
adopted resolutions requiring that the moneys in the
general church treasury should only be vsed to send out
such of the ministry as are appointed or sustained, from
time to time, by the General Conference; and

Whereas, A difference of opinion seems to prevail
sinece the above action, as to its effect upon the means
received by the agents of the Bishop, and some of the
latter hold themselves as subject to the above reselu-
tiong, the same as the Bishop, while others do not so
hold themselves, but continue to pay out for district
purposes just as they formerly did; and

Whereas, The agents were created as agents of the
Bishop and not of the distriets, nor accountable to them,
therefore whatever rulings of the General Conference
govern the Bishop and the general funds of the church
in his hands, also govern the agents and the funds in
their hands as tithes and offerings; therefore

Resolved by the Twelve and Bishoprie, conjointly,
That the Bishop’s agents can not rightfully, under
rule of said resolutions of General Conference, pay from
the funds received by them as said agents of the Bishop
for district purposes or to sustain missions appointed
by the districts. - But the distriet may, if they wish an
find it necessary, appoint a district treasurer {who may
be the Bishop’s agent, or amother as may be agreed),
who shall keep a separate account of moneys paid him
for district purposes, and be under the instruction and
acecountable to the district conferences only, all of which
-ought to be made plain to every member, so that every
one giving may do so understandingly, their offerings
being placed for the general use of the church with
the Bishop or his agent, or otherwise for the support
of the work in the district, as the giver may direct.

Provided, however, That it be understeod by all, that
the district conferences are still authorized and rve-
guested to appoint committees quarterly to audit the
vooks and report of the Bishop’s agents, as heretofores
and further, that amy and all instruction o the agents,
as to the use of general church funds in their hands,
shall be obtained from the Bishopric oaly.

ApocrTED BY TWELVE AND BISHOPR
Prawo, Illinols, April 18, 1881,
3 Con Res
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"Adopted April 16, 1881,

No. 289. That the utmost care be used by all mis-
slonaries, laboring under appointment of General Con-
ference, in the use of means placed in.their hands for
the benefit of the work; and we discourage and condemn
the leaving of distant fields which have been occupied
by them but for a little season, and the expenditure of
time and means in going o and from conference; unless
special and important reasons justify such a course.

No. 240. That the Church Secretary be authorized
to enroll the mames of such elders as may apply to him
for the purpose, and that the Fifth Quorum of Elders
be organized at the fall conference of 1881, if enough
of those enrolled shall be present at that time to effect
such organization. - )

Adopted September 1, 1881,

No. 241. That his name [one chosen to represent a
district] be recorded upon the record of some branch of
the district, as a member.

Adopted September 5, 1881.

No. 242. That the Bishop and his agents are hereby
instructed to solicit aid for the erection of the Utah

Chapel.
Adopted September 6, 1881,

No. 243. That a committee of three be appointed
to take into consideration the feasibility of some general
‘plan of conducting Sunday-schools, and if found feasi-
ble, report said general plan to the coming ‘Annual
-Conference; and :

That they also take into consideration the feasibility
and practicability of using one page of the Hope as a
lesson sheet, or of using an extra sheet for such pur-

se. :

No. 244. Whereas, There exists a resolution which as
interpreted by some prohibits the sending out of any of
the ministry from General Conference but the Twelve
and. Seventy; and,

Whereas, This has had a tendency to keep out of
§ctive labor a number of our most efficient men: there-

ore,

Resolved, That said resolution be so interpreted to
mean that at each session of conference, if it shall be
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found by a consultation by the Twelve and Bishoprie
that there are more means in the treasury, and likely
to be, than which will be required to send the Twelve
and Seventy known to be available, that others of the
ministry available, may be sent as may be thought wise
by the Twelve and Bishopric.

Adopted September 8, 1881,

No. 245. That paragraph two of “Report of com-
mittee on representation” be amended by striking out
all after the word that and insert all high priests and
elders are entitled to voice and vote in General Confer-
ence when present.

Adopted September 10, 1881.

No. 246. That in the efforts made by the church, in
the year 1863, and since said time, to plant and main-
tain a missionary society in Utah to oppose the abomi-
nable practices of that people, and teach them the prin-
ciples of the gospel of Christ, we recognize a great and
revolutionary work, which has already been.the means
of calling hundreds and thousands out from among
those practicing so great evils, and blessing them under
a work of righteousness.

That we also now deem it the duty of the church to
redouble its efforts to maintain its missionaries in the
prosecution of that mission, and

‘Whereas, We have seen in the proceedings of assem-
blies of other societies, resolutions showing that the
efforts of their ministers to meet and oppose the minis-
ters of the Utah orgamization in the past, in public
preaching, have been unsuccessful; be it

Resolved, That inasmuch as such denominations and
societies will aid and assist us with means to maintain
a larger missionary force in said mission, we will fur-
nish the men o meet and oppose that abominable
order established in the West, and we believe that if
said aid is proffered, there will be an early solution of
the Utah problem. :

Adepted April 8, 1882,

No. 247. Whereas, The Edmunds Bill, originating in
the Senate of the United States, has become a law, by
which it is intended on the part of the Government to
extirpate the practice of polygamy, which practice is by
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this act recognized as a crime and not as a religion;
and

Whereas, In the discussion and consideration of this
question in Congress it was frequently stated by Sena-
tors and members of the House of Representatives that
the object of this measure was mnot intended as an
attack on Mormonism, but against the evil practices
in the Territories of the United States, enjoined by the
loathsome incumbrance upon that faith; therefore, be it

Resolved, That we, the Reorganized Church of Christ, .
do hereby tender our sincere thanks to President
Chester A. Arthur and all the Senators and members
of Congress who took an active part in passing such
laws, by which the “twin relic” is to be removed from
the institutions of the country, to the honor and dignity
of the Nation, and to the especial good of all true
Mormons, who abide in the original faith of the church.

On April 12 a committee was appointed “to attend at
Washington, D. C., in case our interests as a church
should demand it.”

Adopted April 10, 1882,

No. 248, The Committee or Board of Location re-
ported having purchased land, in Decatur County, ITowa,
erected a building for church offices and publishing
plant, dispesed of former plant at Plane, Illinois, and
removed the Herald Office and fixtures to Lamoni,
Decatur County, Iowa; as authorized by General Con-
ference., The Beard had filed a copy of the Church
Articles of Incorporation in the office of the county
clerk of said county.

Adopted April 11, 1882,

No. 249. That it is the judgment of this bedy, that
the sense to be conveyed in paragraph 4, of “Rules on
Representation,” beginning with line sixty-one and end-
ing with line sixty-eight, that the aggregate of mem-
bers in districts shall be counted, from which the
product of the number of branches, multiplied by six,
shall be taken and the remainder divided by twenty, in
crder that no fractional vote may be lost in any branch.
of the district.

Adepted April 12, 1882,
No. 250. Whereas, There are certain Germap, tracts
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written and published which are not in harmony with
the doctrines of the Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ; be it

Resolved, That all tracts be submitted fo the German
committee, appointed by conference of September, 1881,
for correction.

(The committee on compiling conference resolutions
find that certain prearables and resolutions were pre-
sented at the September conference of 1881 on this
subject, also that they were referred to the Bishopric
and Twelve; but the minutes of said conference show
no further mention of the subject, nor as being reported
upon by the Twelve and Bishopric at any time since
then.

No. 251. That paragraph 4 of the “Report of the com-
mittee on reprensentation” be amended by substituting
the word six for the word tweniy, wherever it occurs.

Adopted April 13, 1882.

No. 252, Elder G. A. Blakeslee was appointed Pre-
siding Bishop of the church, and Elders E.. L. Kelley
and Hlijah Banta as his counselors; vice Bishop 1. L.
Rogers, and Elders H, A. Stebbins and David Dancenr,
counselors, resigned.

Adopted September 22, 1882.

No. 253. Whereas, The ministry of the church in the
several quorums seem. to be in a measure inadequate to
the pressing demands made upon them, and believing
this [they?] should by virtue of their calling take the
leavd in establishing the work in the regulating of its
affairs in general; therefore, be it

Resclved, That we do hereby ask the church to
engage in solemn, earnest prayer, asking the Lord to
reveal his will concerning these various gquorums, that
they may be properly filled, and that in so doing we
may act agreeable t¢ that will.

No. 2B4. That the report [of the Committee on
Danish Publications] be received, . .. and pamphlet
ordered printed under the direction of the Board of
Publication, in the Danish language.

] Adopted September 23, 1882,

No. 255. Whereas, The Book of Covenants issued by

authority of the church at Salt Lake has been materi-
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ally changed from that accepted by the church; be it

Resolved, That this conference advise the Danish
brethren against the use of the same.

No. 256. That the Kirtland Temple Committee be
continued, with instructions to solicit subseriptions and
make such repairs as the money so raised will enable
them to do.

No. 257, That Joseph Smith, E. L. Kelley, J. W. Gil-
len, J. C. Crabb, and W. C. Cadwell, be a committee to
revise and enlarge the Rules on Representation, and so
far as practicable make the same applicable to district
conferences and branches; reporting to the church the
results of their labors as soon as convenient.

Adopted September 25, 1882.

No. 258. That when this conference adjourns it do
80 to meet April 6, 1883, and annually thereafter.

Adopted September 26, 1882.

No. 259. That we request the Presidency of the
church to nominate persons to- fill- the vacancies now
existing in the Standing High Council, agreeable to
section 99, paragraph 5, in Book of Doctrine and Cove-
nants,

No. 260. That the action in the appointment of dis-
trict treasurers, aside from the general agents in the
church, we find is working injury to the cause and
defeating the placing of funds either in the hands of
the district treasury or Bishop’s agents; therefore

Resolved, That the action authorizing it be and is
hereby repealed. '

No. 261. That under the present system of reporting
to the Bishop, on the part of the ministry, injury is
wrought in this, that in some cases all funds are sent
to the Bishop or his agents, and in others not so done,
but kept by the ministry, and privately reported to the
Bishop, and so never known to the church, which fact
causes complaints on the part of those who contribute;
therefore we recommend  that hereafter all persons
under general church appointment, -report all church
moneys received to the Bishop, together with the names
of persons paying, so far as possible, and that they
draw for their expenses directly from the Bishop or
his agents. i :

No. 262. We believe that it will be to the interest of
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the church and the good of all, if the Bishop’s reports
are published annually instead of quarterly, and they
will be in a shape to be better understood by the Saints,
and the transactions for the year are then in such
shape as to be properly considered and criticised.

No. 263. That to prevent doubt and distrust, and
the abuse of the discretion now exercised by the BlShOp,
all persons under appointment of general church au-
thorities, requiring expenses paid by the church, should
before appomted state to the Twelve and Blshopmc,
the probable amount required for expenses per annum.

No. 264. By resolution all rules and conjoint agree-
ments heretofore obtaining, which conflict with the
operation of any of these rules and agreements be
declared te be rescinded. (The above five rules were
presented by the Twelve and Bishopric and adapted
by the conference.)

Adopted September 29, 1882,

No. 265. Whereas, The circular letter of Hon. Wil-
liam M. Evarts, while Secretary of State, asking all
foreign governments to prevent the immigration of
Mormons (so-called) to this country, as they come to
practice crime, being polygamists; and, Whereas, This
has conduced to the injury of the body of Latter Day
Saints who affirm the original faith under which no
such practice is tolerable, and because such distinction
has not been had, and we have been confounded with
that people whom this letter very properly brands as
criminalg; therefore, be it

Resolved, That we ask the present Secretary of State
to correct this error, and place us in our proper light
before the world.

A committee was appointed to present the preamble
and resolution to the Secretary of State.

On April 7, 1888, the committee reported, including a
copy of document presented to the Secretary of State.

On April 4, 1883, the Secretary of State replied,
declining to r‘equest foreign govermments to discrimi-
nate between “polygamous Mormons of Ubah and the
non-polygamous Mormons of the reformed church;”
stating that “law-abldmg immigrants are secure agalnst
interference.”
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Adopted September 29, 1882.

No. 266. That the Church Secretary be instructed
to take the necessary steps toward arranging the differ-
ent quorums mentioned in Lhe revelation received Sep-
tember 28, 1882,

Adopted April 11, 1883,

No. 267. That it is the wish and desire of this body
that President Joseph Smith be retained as editor of
the Herald and Hope, but that no work be required of
him by the Board of Publication, but that which comes
strictly under the -duties of editor; .so that he may have
more time to devote to his duties as President of the

church.
Adopted April 18, 1883.

No. 268, That this conference advise that mission
and district authorities arrvange for such reuniens for
religious services, when and where it may be by them
deemed best. .

Adopted A<p1i1 14, 1883,

No. 269. That the Qumum of the Twelve be requested
to mest at least ten days prior to the sitting of the
‘next spring conference, at the place appointed for its -
meeting; and further, that the appointees of the con-
ference be requested to report to the secretary of the-
Quorum of Twelve in time to allow action in their
several cases.

No. 270. That we request the Board of Publication
to issue in tract form, as soon as practicable, the reply
of the editor of Herald to the pamphlet of Rev. R.
Patterson, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, on the origin
of the Book of Mormon,

No. 271. That Cahfmnm, Western Nevada and Ore—
gon constitute a mission, the districts therein remain-

ing intact.
. Adopted April 9, 1884,

No. 272. Whereas, We believe that marriage is or-
dained of God, and that the law of God provides for
but one companion in wedlock, for either man or wo-
man—except in cases where the comtract is broken by
death or transgression; therefore

Resgolved, That it is our understanding ‘rha’c in case
of separation of husband and wife, one of which is
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guilty of the crime of fornication, or adultery, the
other becomes released from the marriage bond, and
if they so desire may obtain a divorce and marry again,

No. 273. That the boundary lines of the Des Moines
District be established as follows: “Beginning at south-
west with Madison County, and extending to the east
line of Washington County; on the east to along the
line of Johnson, Linn, Buchanan and Bremer Counties;
on the west to along the western line of Wright, Hamil-
ton, Boone, Dallas and Madison Counties, to the
place of commencement.” [Summarized from  petition
granted.]

No. 274, Whereas, In the past, California was con-
sidered as a general mission, and provided for in
appointment to such missions; and Whereas, A change
was made a few years ago, and the mission discon-
tinued and divided into districts, each district choosing
its presiding officer, and reports therefrom show that
%he change has not worked advantageously; therefore
e it

Resolved, That California, Nevada and Oregon, be
restored to their former condition as a mission, and
that a missionary be assigned to said mission.

No. 275. The committee call attention to the fact
that on April 8, 1874, the Eastern and New England
States and Nova Scotia and New Brunswick were
formed into three missions, divisions specified, which
order has not been repealed but seems to have been
forgotben.

No. 276. The committee would alse mention that in
September, 1880, the following matters were presented,
discussed, and finally referred to the General Assembly
of the Quorums, namely:

The question as to what is the rock upon which the
church is built; the guestion as to whether any elder
can be a true representative of the church and reject
any of the revelations found in the Book of Covenants;
and the subject of the ministry going out literally
without purse or scrip to proclaim the gospel.

No. 277. On April 12, 1880, certain preambiles and
resolutions concerning a revelation said to have been
given in 1853 through Bro. Henry H. Deam, were re-
ferred to the First Presidency, but we find no reply
or decision upon the subject.
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Adopted April 10, 1884,
No. 278.
RULES OF REPRESENTATION.

Sec. 1. That the general officers of the church,
known as the Presidency, the Twelve, the High Council,
the Seventy, and the Bishopric (proper), are ex officio
members of conference, and entitled to a voice and
vote as representatives of the spiritual authorities of
the church at large.

Sec. 2. That all high priests and elders are; ex officio,
entitled to voice and vote im General Conference when
present.

Sec. 8. That organized districts be authorized to
appoint at their last quarterly session of district con-
ference, next preceding the session of General Confer-
ence, delegates to said session of General Conference,
who shall -be entitled to represent said distriets; which
delegates so appointéd shull be declared members of
said General Conference, »ntitled to voice and vote.

Provided 1st. That the choice and appointment by
said distriets shall be made by a majority of those
present and voting in regular or called sessions of
distriet conference, of the holding of which due notice
shall have been given as to time and place within the
district, together with a statement of any important
business or action that is to be presented to, or likely
to be had by said general session, affecting said-district,
and to which their approval or disapproval is desired;
that instructions to said delegates, may be given as
to their action.

Provided 2d. That the only qualification to eligibility
to the office of delegate from distrvict to General Con-
ference shall be membership and good standing in the
church. .

Provided 8d. That each district shall be entitled to
one delegate for every twenty-five members of said dis-
trict, and one vote in conference for each delegate to
which they may be entitled. The delegates present at
conference from any one district shall be entitled to
cast the full vobte of the district of which they are
delegates, unless otherwise instructed by their district
conference; Provided, That in case of a disagreement
of views among the members of said delegation, the
full delegation not being present they shall be entitled
to cast only their individual votes as said delegates.
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Provided 4th. That no one delegate shall represent
in the same conference more than one district.

Sec. 4th. That each regularly organized branch of
the church not included in an organized district, shall
be entitled 4o one delegate, who shall have the same
privileges as delegates of districts.

Provided 1st. That due general notice to the mem-
bers of branch of the time and place of meeting for the
choosing of said delegate be properly given as in the
case of districts.

Provided 2d. That delegates shall be entitled to act
as such as hereinbefore provided, upon presenting cer-
tificates of appointment signed by the presidents, or
clerks of districts or branches appointing them.

Sec. 5. That in all cases of grave importance, affect-
ing the polity and faith of the church, districts and
branches may instruct delegates tfo cast a majority
and minority vote, for and against; but in no case
shall the number of the votes cast by said delegates so
instructed exceed the number to which the distriet -
appointing: shall be entitled as hereinbefore provided;
and in case of a tie in districts, or branches, on ques-
tiong presented to them, certified to said delegates, the
votes of said districts or branches, shall be cast in
equal numbers by the delegates.

Séc. 6. That districts may organize their sessions of
conference agreeably to the above rules, by providing
for delegate conferences, of which the basis of repre-
sentation shall be one delegate for each six members
in each branch or fraction thereof. And that districts
may constitute priests, teachers and deacons as mem-
bers of their conferences as well as the elders-if they

choose,.
Adopted April 11, 1884.

No. 279. That by virtue of their office and calling,
as declared by the organic law of the church, the mem-
bers of the Quorum of the Twelve are the lawful
presidents of the church abroad in all the world, to
preside over, regulate and set in order the same, and
that in all the branches of the church and districts,
this presiding authority should be acknowledged and
acquiesced in by the presidents of its branches and
districts. And when one of them is present at a dis-
trict conference or branch meeting, it should be left
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discretionary with him, as to whether it would best
serve the cause by presiding.

No. 280. That the Quorum of the Twelve, as a judi-
cial body have the right, collectively or individually,
to render decisions involving the law and usages of the
church, in their various fields of labor, and when such
decisions are made by individual members of the guo-
rum, said decisions are binding on dhe church, and
should be respected until brought before the gquorum
and its decision had. ‘

No. 281. That a commibtee from our number be
appomxted for the purpose of comparing the present
and F ahnyla edition of the Book of Mormon, with the
manuscript in the hands of David Whltmer, and that
Williamm H. Kelley, T. W. Smith, and A. H. Smith
compose said committee. That the committee be re-
quested fo report the result of their labors through the
Herald.

No. 282. That it is the sense of this quorum that the
commandments of a local character, given to the first
organization of the church are binding on the Reorgani-
zation, ouly so far as they are -either reiterated, or
referred to as binding by commandment to this church.
[The preceding four resolutions were presented by the
Quorum of Twelve and were adopted by the General

- Conference. |

No. 283, Whereas, By joint action of the Quorum of
the Twelve and the Bishoprie, a resolution was passed,
authorizing the publication of the moneys given to the
elders in their various mission fields through the Her-
ald, the same as the means given directly into the hands
of the Bishop, and his agents and which was indorsed
by the conference; and

Whereas, The editor of the "Herald, or Board of
Publ‘ication, refused to publish these statements when
submitted to them; therefore, )

Resolved, That this assumption of power is without
authority of law and usage and dangerous to the liber-
ties of the people.

~~ No. 284. Resolved, That in the opinion of this council,

no person’s name should be stricken from the Church
Records wuntil specific charges have been preferred
against them, and lawful action had in the case, and
that the cause or causes of action and expulsion should
be stated upon the Church Record.
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No. 285. Regslved, That from the meager informa-
tion that has been presented before us, concerning the
publishing of a periodical in the Danish language, we
are unable to maske any recommendations concerning
it. .

{The above motions were presented by the Quorum
of the Twelve and were adopted.by the conference,
with the provise that the editor attach his reasons for
not publishing the financial reports veferred to in the
first resolution. The minutes show that the editor
made the following statement:

“The editor of the Herald states that the fault of
refusing to publish the reports referred to was his,
and not the Board’s. His reasons for refusing are:
(1) It was not ordered to be done specifically in the
resolution referred to. (2) He did not consider that -
the order to publish the Bishop’s report included the
reports of elders referred to in the resolution. (3)
That the reports which he refused to publish were sent
him detached from the Bishop’s report, and were not
incorporated in it; if they had been, he could not have
refused, although he believed then, and believes now
that a publication of the totals of the amount each
received and reported to the Bishop is all that is
necessary.”)

(The resolution referred to by the Twelve and the
editor was published in the minutes of September 26,
1882, and under that date will be found in this book.) -

No. 288, Whereas, Since the reports of the elders
to the Bishop to this date have been made out and
handed to the auditing committee in totals, and not
by giving the names of the contributors, by reason of
the failure to publish names of the past year; there-
fore, be it :

Resolved, That a publication of the totals only of
such reports already made be comsidered a compliance
with the rule,

No. 287, Whereas, The question has been raised with
regard to the publication of the work entitied The Life
of Joseph the Prophet forestalling the history of the
church, as before contemplated by it through its ap-
pointed “Historian.” And Whereas, It can not be con- .
sidered that the book entitled Life of Joseph the Prophet
was intended to forestall, or take the place of the
history of the Reorganized Church, which Elder Jason
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W. Briggs, Church Historian, was appointed and ex-
pected to prepare for publication,

Therefore, be it Resolved, That he be hereby requested
to proceed to prepare said history, which when com-
pleted shall be presented to the next ensuing confer-
ence thereafter for examination and approval upon
its merits, by a proper committee then to be appointed;
and that without regard on his part, or further action
by us in reference to ‘what may be contained in the
work entitled Life of Joseph the Prophet.

Adopted April 12, 1884,

No. 288. That the nature of the calling of the First
Quorums of the church is of such a character as to
prohibit them, or any one of them, engaging in secular
pursuits, which in their nature demand the time and
talent of the same.

Adopted April 14, 1884.

No. 289. “The Church Secretary and Recorder was
authorized to permit the Church Historian the use of
such records as may be necessary to the latter in the
performance of his work.” :

No. 290. That the Board of Publication be requested
to take such measures as they. shall deem proper to
furnish for Sabbath-schools suitable lesson papers, and
if practicable, reduce the size of the Hope, make it a
weekly, and publish through it the lessons, and that
W. C. Cadwell, Sr. Alice Cobb and D. F. Lambert, be
a committee to prepare and furnish said lessons for
publication. -

No. 291. That the committee on repairing the Kirt-
land Temple be authorized to continue the collection
of funds for the finishing of the Temple, and that
they proceed with the work as found practicable.

No. 292. That Brn.James Caffall, Peter Anderson and
Hans N, Hansen, be a committee to look after the inter-
ests of publishing a Danish periodical, as contemplated
in a resolution adopted by the Semiannual Conference
held at Lamoni, Iowa, in the fall of 1882, whose duty
it shall be to receive names and moneys of those fo
become subscribers to said periodical when published,
with all free-will offerings given in the interests of
gaid publication, reporting their action at the soonest
practical opportunity to the Board of Publication.
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That the Board of Publication shall proceed to pub~
lish said periodical as soon as the prospect shall justify
them in so doing.

That Bro. Peter Anderson, in connection with the
editor of the Herald, take charge of the editorial de-
partment of said publication.

Adopted April 7, 1885.

No. 293. That a committee, consisting of Brn. W. W.
Blair, S. Maloney and I. L. Rogers, be appointed to
confer with the committee appointed by the brethren of
the Church of Christ known as Hedrickites.

Adopted April 8, 1385,

No. 294, That this conference present the case of
Bro. D. H. Smith and the condition of the first quorums
of the church, before the Lord in special prayer, and
that information be sought from him, through the
President of the church, in relation thereto, that we
may act wisely concernng the matber.

No. 295. Whereas, Sorme of the acts of the General

- Conferences have at least been lost sight of, for a

time, and there is @a possibility of transcending the
rules, as enacted by the body; therefore, be it

Resolved, That -measures be taken for the compila-
tion of -all resolutions and acts now binding, and that
all of these be numbered, and kept in schedule form
from time to time, and be it furbher

Resolved, That a committee of three, of which the
Church Secretary shall be one, be appointed to make
such compilation, and report to this body in Apmil,

1886.
. Adopted April 9, 1885,

No. 296. That it would be expedient that elders,
branches and conferences when ovdaining brethren to
the office of an elder, be requested to indorse across
the licenses of such elders the words: “The holder of
this license should seek to join some quorum at his
earliest opportunity, and present his license to be ex-
changed for a new one from the quorum he unites
with,” or words to that effect. (Presented by the Sec-
ond Quorum of Elders.)

No. 297. Inasmuch ag some of the members of this
church are in the habit of visiting saloons and drink-
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ing intoxicants, which habit seems to hinder the spread
of the work, therefore be it

Resolved, That . . . it be made a test of fellowship
for any member of this chureh who will persist in this

practice. (This presented by the Third Quorum of

Elders.).

Adopted April 10, 1885,

No. 298. A committee having been appointed on the
8th to consider a preamble and resolution from the
Pottawattamie District concerning controversy and dis-
cussion in the Herald upon the revelations and doe-
trines governing the church, presented the dollowing
opinions. They were adopted by the body and Resolu-
tion No. 6 was added to them, all reading as given
below:

The committee to w}nch was referred .the resolution
presented by the Pottawattamie District conference,
relative to the adoption of certain measures which
shall govern in the publication of articles through the
Saints’ Herald, submit the following:

1. That in its opinion, the enforcement of iron-clad
rules and arbitrary decisions by persons who were not
governed in their work by broad and liberal principles
of toleration, as is shown by the history of societies in
the past, has had such a tendency to subvert the
liberties and retard the progress of the race, as to
make the enactment of any set of rules to be followed
undgr all circumstances of doubtful propriety and final
good.

2. That in our opinion there is a just and proper line
“to be drawn between the positions of permitting a fair
hearing of the views of any and all through the church
paper, “and the abuse of the sacred prmmple of tolera-
tion and freedom adhered to by the church by using to
excess the columns of the church paper, in making a
series of attack upon the life of the body, or an undue
effort to enforce personal views upon the people, when
they are clearly in part antagonistic to the accepted
faith of the body; and that the responsibility is upon
the editor and Board of Publication to see that this line
is truly made in their discrimination, the improper
exercise or abuse of such discretion, or agency, to be
remedied by the selection of such persons for these
positions as will fill them in wisdom and fairhess to all.

8. That where radical differences of opinion oceur
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between leading representatives of the body, the discus-
sion of them should take place in quorum ecapacity, and
not through the columns of the Herald.

4, That in our opinion in the acceptance of articles
for publication through the Herald, the parties doing
the same should exclude all such as make special attack
upon the supposed private views and character of the
dead, or that impugn motives and question the integrity
of the living; there being meither sound argument nor
wisdom attained by such methods.

5. The committee has not deemed it within its duty
Yo pass judgment upon the.right or abuse of the exer-
cise of privileges in the extended controversy of the
past few months, but to point out the proper steps to
be taken in case the rights of the body are left un-
guarded in the future. E. L. KeL1EY, -

J. T. KINNAMAN,
J. W. GILLEN,

C. Scorr.

G. T. GRIFFITHS.

6. Resolved, That it is the sense of this body, that
any man who accepts appointment and ordination as a
representative of the church is under wobligations to
teach, sustain, and seek to establish the faith of the
church; and no one, be he whogoever he may be, has
any right to attack the divinity of the faith in part,
or as a whole, as said faith is set forth in the Bible,
Book of Mormon, and Doctrine and Covenants.

No. 299. That the Secretary be requested in giving
the names of the parties speaking upon all questions
discussed hereafter, to record those speaking as they
may appear for or against the same.

No. 300. Whereas, The amount paid to the elders,
and expended otherwise for church purposes, by the
Bishop of the church, stands against the elders, and the
séveral accounts for which they were expended, and
there is now no provision made fo balance those
accounts in the Bishop’s ledger, be it hereby

Resolved, That when elders shall have reported labor
done for the church, on acount of which labor such
expenditures were or ghall have been made, and when
their reports of labor done shall have been accepted and
approved by conference, and the Bishop’s report to con-
ference shall have been audited and approved, the
several accounts so presented and approved shall be
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balanced on his ledger by means of entries that shall
cover the amounts charged, each credited entry being
a statement in effect that account is closed by services

rendered.
Adopted April 11, 1885,

No. 301. That Joseph Smith, J. R. Lambert and E. L.
Kelley be appointed as a committee to formulate a set
of rules to govern in cases of trial and appeal in the

church, .
Adopted April 13, 1835.

No. 302. That we request the Bishop to organize a
quorum of teachers and a quorum of deacons, also.
another quorum of priests.

No. 303. Whereas, This body requested that the con-
cordance be bound with future editions of the Doctrine
and Covenants, and as this has not been observed, there-
fore be it - L

Resolved, That the attention of the Board of Publi-
cation be called to this omission.

No. 304. Whereas, There are books in the. Church
Library which are rare, and valuable to the office of
publication; and whereas, Said books are becoming
worn and defaced by handling; and whereas, It is im-
portant that said books be preserved and kept in the
office of publication for the use of those who control
the literary concerns of the church; therefore be it

Resolved, That the editor be and is hereby instructed
to seleet and control such books as he may choose.

“It was amended by including the Church Librarian
with the editor to carry out the resolution.”

No. 305. That the true names of all contributors to
our publications be attached in good faith. )
No. 306. That it is not necessary to publish the
names of contributors to articles in the Herald, unless

requested by the writers.

No. 807. “Bro. E. L. Kelley asked a question as to
the appointment of the Bishopric to travel, and a
- motion was adopted that the law fully provided as to
that, and they were instructed to so travel.”

Adopted April 9, "1886.

No. 308. . . . And the committee are of the opinion
that the matter of the presentation of individual opin-
ions by elder‘s, or others of the body, such opinions not
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having been affirmed by the body as a rule of faith or
practice, does not make them a part of the faith or
belief of the body; but relate to us individually upon the
issue of toleration, which toleration we believe as was
manifested in the action of Jesus while dealing with
men here in his ministry, should be so broad as to make
no occasion for persons to wish to withdraw from the
body by reason of these individual differences of opinion.

3. The committee noticing specifically some of the
alleged entertained views set forth in the reasons given,
state: .

That as to the alleged “temple building and cere-
* ‘monial endowments therein,” that we know of no temple
building, except as edifices wherein to worship God, and
no endowment except the endowment of the Holy Spirit
of the kind experienced by the early saints on Pente-
cost Day. o

4. “Baptism for the dead” referred to belongs to
1those local questions of which the body has said by reso-
lution:

“That the commandments of a local character, given
to the first organization of the church are binding on
the Reorganization only so far as they are either reiter-
ated or referred to as binding by commandment to this
churech:” And that principle has neither been reiterated
nor referred to as a commandment.

5. “Tithing as a law applicable to the church” is

accepted in the sense set forth by the Savior in the
sixteenth chapter of the Gospel recorded by Luke, that
we are stewards of our heavenly Father so far as the
riches of this world are concerned and that as such we
should render an account of our stewardship here; the
rendition is in all cases, however, necessarily voluntary
on the part of the member complying with the law.
" 6. We know of no “consecration” by which individ-
uals are made legal heirs to the kingdom of God, or
Church of Christ, when the rewards are apportioned;
except, that of a life consecrated to the service of the
Master as ordained in his word together with the con--
secration of properties for the aid of the poor, preach.
ing of the gospel and establishment of the said kingdora,
as a member of the same has so to impart. -

7. “The sole mouthpiece of the church,” is Jesus
Christ. We are to recelve commandments as e church
only as Christ communicates the same; and we are
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entitled, as a church, to be first satisfied that Christ did
give any commandment purporting to come from him,
before accepting, or receiving the same.

8. “Plenary inspiration” has never been affirmed by
the chur ch; but we believe in the so named “authorized”
books of the church as true and proper standards of
evidence in the determination of all controverted doc-
trines in theology.

9. The doctrine of “cursing” and “avenging enemies,’
we accept only as eXplalned in paragraphs 8 and 4 of\
section 102, Doctrine and Covenants, the section re-
ferred to by the brethren, wherein the Lord is made
the sole executor in behalf of the children of Zion as
follows: . . .

10. So far as the necessity and failure on the part of
the church is concerned to convene the quorums in
_ General Assembly, the wisdom of the majority of the
body as to the practicability and necessity of such a step
seems to have been adverse thereto in the past.

11. That part of the reasons in the addenda to the
" application referring to providing a place of living for
certain officers of the church is incorrect.and mislead-
ing: for said revelation provides for the erection of a
boarding-house, a hotel for sstrangers, in which house
the President of the church as such, and his successors,
were to “have place;” but neither he nor they were to
own said house, neither were he or they to be its “gov-
ernor,” or keeper; and further the commandment to
build is largely of a local character; has never been
reiterated to this church and consequently under the
resolution of the body, before referred to, not made
binding upon us.

(2) We further beheve in. an “imperial dynasty”
only, wherein Christ is to be King, and the reigning of
such of his servants who keep the faith here, with
him when he shall come with his rewards. . .

Adopted April 10, 1886.

No. 809. That we grant the request of those desir-
ing to withdraw from the church, and that their names
be stricken from the Church Records. (The names
thus acted upon by conference were those of J. W.
Briggs, Z. H. Gurley, E. H. Gurley, Margaret Gurley,
Grace Gurley, and Mida Gurley.)

No. 810. That hereafter when any five members shall
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demand that the vote be taken by yeas and nays it
shall be so taken, providing they shall not be demanded
when a vote is partially taken.

Adopted April 12, 1886,

No. 811. The Bishopric presented the following
report:

“The work referred to the Bishopric at the last con-
ference of organizing and setting in order the lesser
quorums of the chureh, has been duly considered-by us;
and after an examination of the law, we are led to
conclude that this is a duty enjoined upon the Quorum
of the Twelve.

“We therefore refer the matter back to the confer-
ence, together with all applications for membership to
the guorums, lest we should transcend our duties and
interfere with that of our brethren, and await your
further action in the premises.

“It was ordered that the matter be refehed to the

Twelve,”
Adopted April 13, 1886.

No. 812. That in organized districts, no one be or-
dained to the office of an elder, without the voice of the
district or conference be had ordering such ordination,
or by sanction of the missionary in charge.

Adopted April 14, 1886

No. 313 Whereas, In past years Elder J. W. Briggs
was appointed Church Historian; and whereas, By
action of church in granting his withdrawal, such
appointment is canceled. Therefore, be it resolved
That a committee of three be appointed te wait upon
J. W. Briggs, authorized to request and receive from
him all or any books or papers belonging to said church
in his hands as such historian.

No. 314. That provision four, of section three; of the
Articles of Representation, which reads:

“Provided 4th; That no one delegate shall represent
in the same conference more than one district,” be
stricken out, and the following inserted in lieu thereof:
#*Provided 4th; That no one delegate shall be entitled
to cast, as representative, in the same conference, more
than twenty votes.”
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Adopted April 16, 1886.

No. 815. That the Bishop of the church be authorized
to transfer to the business manager of the Board of
Publication the sum of $500, from moneys now due the
church by the board, for the purpose of furnishing
tracts for free distribution, such as the Bishop and-
business manager may direct.

No. 316. Whereas, Much confusion and disappoint-
ment are experienced by the present method of enrolling.
elders in the several quorums of the eldership; there-
fore, Ye¢ it resolved, That all applications for enroll-
ment e made to the Secretary of the church.

No. 3817. Resolved, That the practice of danding
should be discouraged, and that members of the church
should be urged to avoid the practice, as being one
likely to lead their minds from Christ and his gospel.

No. 318. That no one in the future who has been
placed under silence, appear as an elder in any sense
in public, presenting in any shape the claimg of the
church. : ;

No. 819. That all that part of Wyoming west of
Cheyenne, bé annexed to the Rocky Mountain Mission.

Adopted April 17, 1886.

No. 320. Whereas, Inequality and loss to the church
result from the practice of taking up collections for the
-support of the ministry; and whereas, such practice is
in opposition to the recommendation of the Twelve and
the Bishopric, with the indorsement of the General Con-
ferezn)ce thereon (see minutes of September conference,
1882), . ,

Therefore, be it resolved by this council, That we eall
the special attention of all General Conference ap-
pointees, branch presidents and all whom it may con-
cern, to this matter, and we declare in harmony with
the expressed views of the Twelve, Bishoprie, and
church, that none but the Bishopric, their agents, or
some one either authorized by them, or holding an ex
officio right, are authorized to take up collections for
the ministry.

No. 321. Whereas, There have been, from. time to
time, numbers of elders in the field, in addition fo
General Conference appointees, some with and some
without the permission of the missionary in charge;
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and whereas, Many, if not all, of said elders have
. received money, but failed to report the same to the
Bishop, as required by him; therefore, be it
Resolved, That while we look with favor upon and
shall ever seek to encourage the efforts made by the
elders to preach the gospel as their circumstances will
permit, we deprecate their failure to properly account
for all moneys received and advise that all elders re-
celving help while laboring in the Master’s vineyard
be required to report the same in full to the Bishop of

the church,
Adopted April 8, 1887.

No. 322. That the request of the Northern California
District touching a lack of ministerial aid be supplied
at the earliest time those in charge of such work find
it practicable; and that it is the mind of this confer-
ence that all moneys coming into the church treasury -
are to be expended at the discretion of those who are
held responsible before -the Lord therefor; subject to
inquiry by the body in cases of misappropriation.

Adopted April 9, 1887,

No. 823. That the Board of Publication be requested
as soon a8 practicable to publish a cheap edition of
hymns and tunes, for use by the church.

Adopted April 11, 1887.

No. 324, That there be “an annual examination of
the books and management of the Herald Office, by a
committee duly appointed by the body for that pur-
pose.” (Substance of committee report adopted.)

No. 325, Upon motion to sustain the Board of Publi-
cation, a subsidiary motion was introduced to reaffirm
the report of a committee adopted April 10, 1885, found
as No. 298 in this compilation. The motion to so re-
affirm prevailed. ’

No. 826, That this conference as a body accept and
indorse the revelation presented to us as being the word
of God, and additional direction by which we should
walk in faith and truth before him.

Adopted April 12, 1887,

No. 827. We, the members of the Quorum of the
Twelve, believing that the President of the church
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should be furnished with additional facilities for the
performance of important duties made imperative by
virtue of his high and holy ecalling; respectfully sug-
gest to your honorable body, that the Bishop be re-
quested to confer with the President concerning this
matter; and that he be authorized to expend means
from the church treasury, so far as it may be prudent
~ to do so for such facilities at the earliest possible time

which in his judgment shall be practicable and wise,

We further suggest the propriety of relieving the
Presidency from editorial labor, except that which is
necessary in the exercise of a supervisory watchcare as
soon as it can be done, without jeopardizing the wel-
fare of the work.

Adopted April 9, 10, 1888.

No. 828. Lengthy amendments to chapter 13 of the
Book of Rules were adopted, for which, with later
amendments, the committee on compilation refers to the
“Rules of Order and Debate.”

Adopted April 11, 1888,

No. 329, 1. Whereas, The Lord has spoken against
the use of tobacco and strong drink on different occa-
sions; and whereas, In all our appointments we ought
to show respect unto said counsel. Therefore, resolved,
That henceforth we recommend no man for General
Conference appointment whom we know to be addicted
to either of the above evils, and that this decision take
effect one year from date.

2. Whereas, There is a divided opinion in the church
regarding the meaning of the clause in Doctrine and
Covenants 42: 22, which says: “And the church shall
lift up their hands against him or her,” and the right
to take a negatfive vote on the question of expelling
members when so recommended by an elders’ court;
. and whereas, Said division of opinion has prevented
uniformity of action by the branch  presidents and
others. Therefore, resolved, That it is our opinion that
both affirmative and negative vote should be #aken in
all cases of the kind referred to.

3. Resolved, That in the event of a necessity for bap-
tism, for a renewal of the gospel covenant, the former
or((iiinati_?in of the individual thus baptized become null
and . void.
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Adopted April 12, 1888,

No. 830. The Twelve and the Bishopric met April 10,
and after examination and discussion, the following
.Was unax ‘mously adopted:

“Resolved, That we reaffirm the Basis of Adjustment,
and Principles and Rules of Action contained in our
joint epistle of 1878 as subsequently amended.” This -
resolution does not include the preface to said epistle,
but it is understood that said preface shall be dropped.
The subsequent amendment referred to is the striking
cut of the words said agents to be elders.

“The following was adopted as the unanimous deci-
sion and request of the two quorums: Resolved, That
the Secretary be instructed to prepare a proper intro-
duction to the HEpistle of the Twelve and Bishopric and
furnish the same with the request that it be published,
and incorporated in the Boock of Rules when that is
reviged.

“It was also ordered that the names of all members
of each quorum, who are present should be attached to
said joint epistle when published.”

The foregoing was adopted by the General Confer-
ence, with the proviso that said principles and rules be
amended to read, “That the ministry shall report annu-

ally to the Blshop instead of samarﬂuahy.’

Adopted April 10, 1890,

No. 331, Whereas, The recognized duty of the church
is to care for and provide for the poor; and wheveas, 1t
is admitted that in their scabtered condition they can not
be caraed for as they should be, therefore be it

Regolved, That we now take some active measures
towards providing a home for the poor; such a home
as will be in accord with the Savior’s injunction, “Do
unto others as you would that they should do unto you.”

Thisg Was discussed and then referred to the Bishop-
rie, and they were authorized to act m this matter as
found practicable.

Adopted April 11, 1890,

No. 832, That the First Pvesideqny and the General
Church Secretary be authorized to prepare a blank form
mon whieh all” ministers are hereby reguested te

eport, and as briefly as possible. Be it further
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Resolved, That the Board of Publication be requested
to- hereafter publish said reports, sogether with the
minutes of future General Conferences in pamphlet
form, as supplements to the Herald instead of in the
Herald columns as at present published.

No. 333. That a committee of two be selected by this
body to prepare an article representing the faith and
principles of the church, for standard encyclopedias
and school histories.

No. 834, Whereas, The undertaking of building a
place ample to accommodate the Saints for publie wor-
ship at Independence, Missouri, has required an outlay
of means.greater than the Saints of the Independence
Branch have been able to raise themselves; and

Whereas, The services of Bro. Joseph Luff have been
for the past three years and are now restricted in great
measure to looking after this work, and under the pres-
ent outlook will necessarily by reason of this be further
kept from his ministerial work for a long time; and

Whereas, The Bishopric of the church is the proper
department to take charge of and~see after the con-
struction of buildings and expenditure of church funds
generally.

Therefore, be it resolved, That this conference in-
struct and authorize the Bishopric of the church to take
such steps as they shall deem proper, and as they may
satisfactorily arrange with the local committee of said
church, to take charge of said work and raise such
special fund as shall be necessary to meet the indebted-
ness and completion of said structure, and that the said
Luff shall as soon as such arrangements are perfected
in a satisfactory manner to the Bishopric and local
committee be released from personal oversight, so as
to enable him to discharge the duties of his office as
one of the Twelve.

No. 335. Resolved, That in the opinion of this ¢onfer-
ence, the time hnas arrived when it may be expedient
to establish an mstltution of learning under the control
or influence of our ehurch organization, and to this end
there shall be a committee appointed (by the body) to
receive proposals for a Ilocation and take such other
preliminary measures as may be necessary; and said-
committee are empowered after receiving such pro-
posals to make all necessary arrangements for the
estabhs‘lment of such institution.
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No. 336. That a committee of three be appointed by
this body to revise the Rules of Order, suggesting what-
ever amendments are necessary, and collate for publi-
cation therewith the principles and rules governing in
church representation and arranging the whole ready
for publication, upon indorsement of the next Annual

Conference.
Adopted April 12, 1890,

No. 837. The committee on college reported having
organized, choosing Bishop G. A. Blakeslee as presi-
dent, David Dancer as treasurer, and Robert Winning
as secretary, and that they had adopted the following
resolutions:

That the committee take measures to secure a proper
fund for carrying into effect the resolution relative to
the establishment of an institution of learning passed
by the conference on yesterday and to this end that we
open proper subscription books and arrange for ‘a
special fund to be known as the *College Fund,” for
this purpose.

That E. L. Kelley and Robert Winning be a commit--
%ee kto prepare the necessary subscrlptlon lists and

0oks

That the personal canvass be under the direct super-
vision of the Bishopric, they appointing suitable per-
sons to solicit subseriptions.

That all authorized canvassers be instructed to report
monthly to the secretary whose duty is to collect all
moneys and to turn over same to the treasurer, taking
his receipt therefor.

That when committee adjourns it shall be subject to
the call of the president or that of a majority of the
commiittee,

That we adopt the installment plan of subscription,
one fifth of the amount subscribed to be due and pay-
able six months from April 6, 1890, and the balance
in equal payments every three ‘months thereafter. All
subscriptions made after October 6, 1890, will be due
and payable, the first installment of one fifth three
months from date of said subsecription, and the balance
in equal installments each three monthe until paid.

That the secretary communicate with Lamoni Col-
lege Committee and subscribers, and if possible secure
the turning over to this committee of all cash and other
subscriptions made.
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That the treasurer and secretary be called upon to
g1ve bonds in such amounts as the Bishopric may deter-
mine; said bonas to be subject to the approval of the
Bihoprie.

The report of the committee was adopted by the con-
ference.

No. 338. The revelation given to the church through
President Joseph Smith, April 8, 1890, was accepted by
the several quorums present, after which it was unani-
mously approved by the body.

No 339 Whereas, The Sunday-school movement in
the church, which is "bee oming an important part of the
work of the body of Christ, has now arrived at that
period of its existence that it invites and needs assist-
ance and encouragement as well as recognition in a
more general and definite way, therefore, be it

Resolved, That this conference appoint a committee
whose duty shall be to devise ways and means towards
the further establishment of the Sunday-school work,
with a view to making it a department of regulaf
church work and care.

Adopted April 14, 1890.

No. 340. That the revelation received by the Presi-
dent of the church April 8, 1890, and accepted by the
General - Conference, April 12, 1890, be’ compiled in
future editions of the Book of- Covenants, and that the
Board of Publication be requested to issue the said
revelation as a supplement to the Herald as section 120,
of Doctrine and Covenants, and properly paged; and
also the revelations of 1882 and 1887 be puhhshed in
the same supplement.

Adop‘ced April 1:), 1890.

No. 341. Twelve high priests were chosen to form a
High Council, in harmony with the revelation received
during the conference, and it was

Resolved, That the First Presidency call the council
and attend to the matter of organization as soon asg
they can conveniently.

Adopted April 9, 1891.

No. 842. On eall the commitice appointed Seplember
22, 1877, to revise and publish the History of Joseph
bmlt‘i as contained in the Times and Seasons and in
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other publications of the chuz‘ch, reported.  The report
was received and the committee continued with request
for further action.

No. 843.

WITNESSES IN ADULTERY CASES.

Whereas, There is a difference of opinion existing in
the minds of the Saints regarding the requirements of
Doctrine and Covenants 42: 22, velating to the trial
of parties charged with adultery, some holding that
two or more eye witnesses to the act charged are neces-
sary before conviction, and others believing differently,

Resolved, That . . . the law referred to does not
require eye withesses to the act charged, but if there
are found members of the church who as witnesses
testify concerning facts or circumstances bearing upon
the case, whose evidence is of a character to remove all
reasonable doubt as to the guilt of the parties charged,
from the minds of the elders trying the case, it is suffi-
cient. If one eye witness be found willing to testify
in addition to the above it is better, though not abso- -
lutely necessary.

No. 844, Upon receiving the report of committee on
general Sunday school organization, the conference by
vote recognized their -work.

No. 845, Flder E. L. Kelley was appointed Presiding
Bishop, vice Bishop G. A. Blakeslee, deceased. He
selected Elders G. H. Hilliard and E. A. Blakeslee as
his counselors.

No. 346. The branch at Keb, near Ottumwa, Iowa,
and the counties of Jefferson, Wapello, and Davis in
the state of Iowa were annexed to the “Nauvoo and
String Prairie District.” '

Adopted April 10, 1891,

No. 847. The subject of the reincorporation of the
church was taken up and the following was moved and
adopted: “That a cominittee of three be appointed to
- prepare Articles of Incorporation in harmony and in
conformity with the present incorporation under the
laws of the State of Illinois, the same to be used to
further incorporate the society in the State of Towa and
other States by vote of any large branch or stake in
such States as provided by the laws of the same.”

Wo. 248. Whereas, The publication of the financial
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reports of the ministry is attended with great expense;
and, whereas, The law only provides for elders making
reports to the Bishop, therefore be it resolved, That
hereafter only the totals of receipts and expenditures
by the ministry be published.

No. 349. That the Bishopric be authorized to take
such steps to remove the cloud of title to real estatie
in Independence, Missouri,-as may be deemed wise and
proper by them.

No. 850. Whereas, By reason of the disorganization
of branches and districts there have been valuable
records lost to the church, therefore be it resolved, That
hereafter when branches become  disorganized, either
by the removal of members or the act of conference, .
vhat those having possession of such branch records are
hereby requested and instructed to deposit them with
their district clerks; and that if the distriet clerks do
not need them that they send these records to the Gen-
eral Church Secretary and Recorder for deposit in the
vaults- of his office; and furthermore, That upon the
disorganization of districts their records should also be
sent to the same place for safe keeping.

Adopted April 11, 1891.

No. 351, 1. Whereas, The growth of the church has
been attended with an increase of-responsibilities and
cares, making necessary the liberation our chief officers
from all burdens not necessarily included 'in their
office and ecalling; and

2. Whereas, We have witnessed with deep conmdera—
tion the effect of overanxiety and work upon the Presi-
dency of the church; and

3. Whereas, The law provides that they should be so
cared for by the church. as to enable them to devote
their time and energy exclusively to the duties of the
office held by them, and

4. Whereas, We believe that the editorial or other
‘management of the Herald is not comprehended in their
official calling, but is an added burden, imposed without
i:ommand of the Spirit, or being necessary under the
aw,

Resolved, That the Quorum of the Twelve and the
Bishopric be authorized to take such steps and provide
such means as in their judgment shall be proper to
relieve the members of the Presideney from their
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present financial burdens and encumbrances (if any
shall be found) and provide for the support of them-
selves and families according to the law,.thus leaving
them free and untrammeled to attend exclusively to the
duties of the office of the Presidency.

Resolved, That the Board of Publication be requested
to act in accord with the foregoing and release said
brethren from all obligations connected with the edit-
ing of the Herald.

No. 352, We, your committee appointed to examine
and report upon the petition from the annual confer-
ence of the English Mission, held at Birmingham,
August 2-4, 1890, beg leave to report as follows:

Resolved, That this committee recommend that mis-
sion and distriet conferences may be composed of both
the ministry and members residing within the limits of
sald conferences and that such shall be entitled to
voice and vote; or that they may, if such bodies shall
deem it best for their interests, adopt the rules govern-
ing the composition and organization of General Con-
ferences as set forth in the Rules of Order and Rules
of Representation. '

No. 853. We, your committee appointed to examine
and report regarding petition from the Nodaway, Mis-
souri, District, asking the conference to define the
duties of a missionary in charge, submissionary in
charge and of district presidents, would respectfully
submit the following:

Resolved, That we recommend that all parties inter-
ested in these and similar questions be referred to the
law of the church, especially to the revelation of April
8, 1890, and the missionary in charge; and in case a
mutual understanding is not had they may appeal to
the First Presidency.

No. 354. “The committee on credentials reported,
advising that hereafter, when practicable, the creden-
tials [of delegates to the General Conferences] be
written out and sent to the Church Secretary in time
for him to make up his yea and nay forms prior to
the eonference session, as he also himself has sug-
gested that it be done.”

Adopted April 13, 14, 1891,

Neo. 855. Various amendments to the Rules of Order
and Debate, recommended by the committee on revision
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and by the First Presidency, together with a provisien
that the Articles of Incorporation be included in said
book, were adopted. See edition of 1891.

Adopted April 9, 1892,

No. 856. That in the preparation of the Church Sec-
retary’s report, this body desires that of the Churadh
Secretary, and not those of district clerks, who are not
under direction of the body.

Adopted April 11, 1892,

No. 857. That a committee be appointed to take the
steps necessary, and to make arrangements to properly
represent the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ and
i%sggtandmd works at the World’s Fair in Chicago, in

No. 358. Resolved, That the reply of Bro. J. R. Lam-
bert in advocacy and defense of the Book of Mormon
and Book of Doctrine and Covenants, as offered o the
chureh in his report to this body, be referred to the
Board of Publication, with request-that it be published
in the Herald, or in pamphlet form if they deem best.

No. 859. Whereas, Should the Bishop of the church
be -able to close his fiseal year on March 15, at the
game time that the Herald Office year closes, the com-
mittee on auditing Herald Office accounts could, with-
out additional expense, audit the Bishop’s books also;
and

Whereas, Such audit of acecounts would enable the
Bishop to present his report for direct action without
delaying conference by committee work, be it hereby

Resolved, That in the year 1898, and thenceforward
the Bishop’s books and accounts be audited prior to
the convening of each April Conference, by the above
named committes.

Adopted April 12, 1892,

0. 360, The following was adopted, as presented by
the Board of Publication, together with the proviso
fov 2 committee of revision that follows:

hat an authentic history of the rise and prowress
of tne church should be compiled and published, and we
therefore recommend that the conference of the
church shall now take action authorizing the Board to
cause such compilation and publication to be made.”
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Resolved, That we appoint a committee of examina-
tion and revision, consisting of Brn. Joseph Smith,
W. H. Kelley, Charles Derry, and J. R. Lambert, in
connection with the Board of Publication,

Adopted April 13, 1892,

No. 361. Resolved, That we instruct the elders of the
church who are not under general church appointment
to not report to this body, unless the labor performed
has been outside of all distriets and branches; and
that the Secretary of the church be authorized to reject
all ministerial reports which do not properly belong to
the General Conference of the church.

No. 8362, Whereas, The Quorum of the Twelve deem
it wisdom to appoint none as church missionaries who
do not honor the Lord in “avoiding the use of tobacco,”
ete., as enjoined in the revelation of April, 1887, and

Whereas, Branch, and especially district presidents,
are important church servants, therefore be it

Resolved, That we do respectfully call the attention
of all Saints to the propriety of observing the example
of the Twelve in appointing such officers; especially
where others equally competent are available who do
thus- honor the Lord.

No. 368. Resolved, That ministers who are eligible
to the law of tithing, and refuse to comply with it; or
who ignore the law by neither paying nor making
proper effort to pay, are not justly entitled to claim
upon the church for family support.

No. 364. Resolved, That the work done by a com-
mittee appointed to compile acts of General Confer-
ences binding upon the body, accepted by the conference
‘of 1887, and referred to the Board of Publication,
“with authority to publish if deemed best by them,”
be completed, including similar acts that this confer-
ence has passed or may pass; that a commitiee to
so complete the compilation, said committee to report
its work for examination to the Board of Publication,
which is requested to publish the completed work if
practicable. ;

No. 865. A report was presented from the Young
People’s Mutual Improvement Society, of St. Joseph,
Missouri, asking that action be taken toward complet-
ing an organization of the young people’s socleties.

4 Con Res
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The matter was “left with the somety for such further
action as they may deem best.”

No. 366. The Presiding Bishop presented a special
report, calling attention. to the effort of the Bishopric
“to provide for a special fund to aid the church in its
work as emergency might arise, and provide for a
suitable home for Saints, when circumstances de-
manded the same,” ete.

“A motion was adopted that this body approves of
the movement for the object stated.”

Adopted April 15, 1892,

The four following resolutions were presented by the
Quorum of the Twelve:

No. 367. 1st. Whereas, A question has arisen in
regard to the right of a missionary in charge to move
a missionary placed under him from one subdivision
of his field to another, after the General Conferience
has ratified his appomtment to the first subdivision,
and, whereas, The missionary in charge is expected to
dlrect the labor of all under him: for the best good of
the cause throughout his mission, resolved, That in our
opinion the authority is vested in the missionary in
charge to make all such changes of the above character
as in his judgment are necessary to advance the church
work, and in so doing he does not violate the sense
of the General Conference action regarding the mis-
sionary whose field of operation is thus changed

368. 2d. Resolved, That we recognize the Bible,
Book of Mormon, and Doctrlne and Covenants as the
only standard works of the church; and it is our opin-
ion that every other book, pamphlet, or other publiea-
tion, should simply rest upon its own merits, the church
being responsible -only ‘for that which it authorized
to be done, or which it accepts after it is done.

No. 369 3d. Sunday-school ~and branch entertam-
ments:

The young, middle-aged, and aged, are alike under
obligations to shun the evils of the world, and adhere
to the teachings of the word of God. They are not
their own, but having been “bought with a price,” they
belong to Christ. That which is immoral ih its ten-
dency, or that which will in any wise inferfere with
the performance of duty as presented to us in the
sacred word, or that which tends to prevent us from
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rising to that high standard of thought and action to
which all the Saints of God should aspire, should be
excluded from the entertainments held in different
branches of the church. And we believe that the
enactment of tragedies should be avoided, and that
purely frivolous display, or farces which embody no
moral, as a prominent feature, are improper.

While in the very nature of the case, it is difficult,
if not impracticable, for us to denounce in a wholesale
manner any class of performances known by a specific
name, yet we may safely condemn all that we are
unable .to harmonize with the teachings of the sacred
books of the churchj that is, the Holy Scriptures, the
Book of Mormon; and Doc¢trine and Covenants. That
which is harmless and pure in its character and ten-
dency may safely be admitted; that which is not should
be excluded. The holding of Sunday-school and church
entertainments for laudable purposes, when of a
proper kind, are not only permissible, but commend-
able. The exercises, however, should be of such a
character as will tend to develop the latent powers of
mind in the young, and those of riper years, impart-
ing broader views of morality and social enjoyment,
thus imparting that innocent pleasure which inspires
those who possess it to reach still higher after all that
ig elevating and instructive. We are further of the
opinion that those who are in charge of Sunday-schools
and branches where these entertainments are to be had,
may with proper care, be qualified to choose between
that which is innocent and beneficial, and that whick
is not. All should so live as to enjoy that measure of
the Spirit of truth which will prevent them from
iéld&ﬂging in that which would lead them away from

od.

No. 370. 4th. Action on Book of Rules:

Whereas, We find certain portions of the “Rules of
Order” to be in conflict with the revelation of 1890,
and whereas, Said conflict has occasioned difficulty in
certain quarters, and is likely to cause trouble here-
after, resolved, That we ask General Conference to
order the following amendment; viz:

1. To strike out the last seven lines of section 4,
and instead thereof insert the words, organizations may
be effected by the missionary in charge, or by the
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dzstmct president with the consent, ]mowledge, and
direction of the wmissionary in ('harge, when circum-
stances prevent the latter from being present; or . by'
order of the conferences,

2. By strlklng out the first sentence of section 11
and inserting the following words in the place thereof:
Districts should be organized by the direction of the
conferences, or by the personal presence and direction
of the Twelve, or some member of that quorum who
may be in churge, if practicable.

No. 371, Resolved that ... when conflict of au-
thority, or difficulty arises in regard to branch boun-
daries, the matter be referred to the missionary in-
charge, for adjudication, and that his decision be final,

Adopted April 7, 1893,

No. 372. That the boundary lines of the Northern
Illinois District be as follows:

Beginning at the Wisconsin line at the northwest
corner of Winnebage County,” Illinois, and runningl
south, straight with the west side of said County to
a line running due east from Pekin City, following
said line to the Indiana State line, thence north to
Lake Michigan, thence following the west shore to. the
southeast corner of Wisconsin, leaving the north boun—
dary undefined.”

Adopted April 8, 1893.

No. 373 That the Central Missouri Distriet be dis-
organized. “That Ray County and all the territory
lying west of said county, in said district, be added
to the Far West District, and that Carroll County
and all the territory lying east and north of said
county, in said district, be added to the Northeastern
Missouri Distriet.”

No. 374. Resolved, That the committee on encyclope-
dias be authorized to present the matter prepared by
them to each publisher, or publishing company, of the
standard encyclopedias and school histories, with re-
quest for publication; -also to such of the magazines,
journals, and papers as they may deem best calculated
to accomplish the object of their appointment.

Adopted April 10, 1893,
No. 875. Resolved, That hereafter all reports of the
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general ministry, the Bishopric, and the Presidency,
be sent to the Church Secretary at least ten days prior
to the time of assembling of any General Conference,
and that the same may be presented to the publishing
board, who shall publish the same in supplemenital
form, and send out with the Herald, and present a
eopy to each member of the conference; and that the
reading of reports to the conference be dispensed with.

Adopted April 12, 1893.

No. 376. Resolved, That this conference favor the
active prosecution of the work in the city of Chicago
during the time of the Columbian Exposition, and
that we encourage and sustain the missionaries in
charge in making such special efforts in this direction
as shall be deemed proper by them with the means the
Bishop may be able to supply for the purpose.

~ No. 377. Resolved, That we consider the practice
of dancing and card playing as unbecoming true Chris-
tians, and should be avoided by all Saints. :

Adopted April 13, 1893.

No. 878. Resolved, That in our judgment much of
the church history contained in the Millennial Star
and also in’ Times and Seasons is of extremely doubt-
ful character, and can not be safely. relied upon;
therefore it should not be employed as authority in
matters affecting the government of the church.

Adopted April 14, 1893.

~No. 879. Presented by the First Seventy:

“Resolved, That in the opinion of this quorum general
church ministers who labor in the literary concerns
of the church should conform to the provisions of
the law in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, ag
f%urzd) in the sections quoted as follows: (70:3;
7
“Resolved further, That the Board of Publication be
instructed to carry this resolution into effect in its
management of the Herald Office.”

Adpoted April 15, 1893,

No. 380. That we use our influence, and, so far as
possible,"aid the General Sunday-school Association.
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Adopted April 7, 1894.

No. 381. We your committee appointed to examine
‘the resolution of the Xastern Yowa District relating
to the term Mormon, beg to report: That in view of
the fact that the church has already officially placed it-
self on record as to name, designation, or title, and by
incorporation in the States of both Illinois and Iowa has
the stamp of legality affixed thereto, we see no neces-
sity for this conference to take other action than to
discourage the use of such term in both writing and

speaking.
Adopted April 9, 1894.

No. 382. That Brn. E. L. Kelley, R. 8. Salyards,
and H. A. Stebbins be appointed to revise the acts of
General Conferences that have already been compiled,
and make them ready for publication, and report to

this body.
Adopted ‘April 10, 1894,

No. 383. Substance of commlttee report on boun-
daries of St. Louis District:

That the counties so included be des1gnated as Lin-
coln, Montgomery, Warren,. St. Charles, St. Louis,
Franklin, Gasconade, Osage, Maries, Phelps, Crawford,
Washington, St. Francois, St. Genevieve, Perry, and
Jefferson. . . . )

We find that in Illinois the Illinois Central Rail-
poad line is already the eastern boundary of the St.
Louis District, and we recommend that the northern
boundaries of the following counties; to wit, Christian,
Sangamon, and Morgan be the northern boundary of
the St. Louis Distriet, from the Illinois Central Rail-
road line west to the Illinois River, and that the Illinois
River be the western boundary of the distriet south
to the southern boundary of Pike County, and thenecd
the southern boundary of Pike County form the northern
boundary to the Mississippi River. B

Correction; We further recommend that all that
part of Illinois lying west of the Illinois Central Rail-
road line and south of the northern boundary herein
defined be included in the St. Louis District.

Adopted April 11, 1894, : ®
No. 384, The following was adopted in response to
www.LatterDayTruth.org



GENERAIL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS 103

a request from the Western Wisconsin District that
the State be divided into two districts:

“That their petition be granted and the organization
of said districts be provided for; that the northern
boundaries of Vernon, Sauk, Columbia, Dodge, Wash-
ington, and Ozaukee Counties be the divid‘ing line
between the two districts.”

No. 385. Resolved, That a committee on American
archzology be appomted who shall report their labors
to the General Conference, and as they deem necessary
through the Herald, so that the church can have the
benefit of their labors; that said committee be com-
posed of five, three of whom shall be appointed by this
conference, the remaining two to be selected by tha
committee at their discretion.

‘Adopted April 12, 1894,

No. 386.
REPORT OF JOINT COUNCIL.

The Joint Council of the First Presidency, Twelve,
and High Priests, which has been holding sessions
during this conference, made report, reading:

To the Conference: The Joint Council, in compliance
with your request, presents the followlng report, which
embraces what has been agreed upon.

1. Office in the Church of Christ is not conferred to
distinguish, or glorify, or increase the importance of
the person on whom it is conferred.

2. Office in the church is conferred for the purpose
of accomplishing certain results designed in the insti-
tuting and establishing the church.

3. All offices in the church come properly under the
head of the priesthood. Under this general head all
the officers are arranged, there being two orders of
priesthood; the Melchisedec and the Aaronie.

4, The scope of the present eouncil is confined to an
inguiry into the calling, duties, and prerogatives of
the First Presidency, Twelve, and the Quorum of
High Priests.

5. The President of the church is primarily appointed
by revelation. :

6. This appointment is confirmed by the vote of the
church properly taken.

7. That the Presidency is the leading quorum in
$he church. That the duty of presiding over the church
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devolves on that quorum. That it is the prerogative
of the President to preside over the whole church, to
bear the responsibility of the care and oversight of
the work of the chureh, in all its different departments,
and. through the constituted officers of the church in
their various callings, according te the laws, rules,
and regulations in force and recognized by the church.

8. That it is the prerogative of the President to
receive revelations from God and give them fo the
church for the direction and government of the affairs
of the church.

9. That the members of the Presidency are leading
interpreters and teachers of the laws and revelations
of God, and are of right presidents of the General
Assemblies of the church.

10. That the members of the Presidency are to pre-
side over the High Council, and in the exercise of this
duty to render decisions on important causes submitted
to that council.

11, That it is the prerogative of the Presidency, to
receive revelations from .God  through the Président
and present them to the church.

12, That the Presidency are the counselors of the
Twelve and exercise the right of presidency by direc-
tion and council to that quorum.

18. That the ealling and duties of the High Priests
are those of standing or local presidency of branches,
districts, conferences, or stakes, to the presidency of
which they may be called, or appointed by the consti-
tuted authorities of the church, in accordance to the law.

14. That “the Twelve” are the second quorum in
authority and importance in the general work of the
church; and is the leading missionary body of labor-
ers, under the direction and counsel of the Presidency,
whose duty it is to preach the gospel, win souls to
Christ, administer in the rights of the gospel, carry
the gospel to this and every other nation, take charge
of and direct other missionaries; and to do any work
within their calling, which the necessities of the work
and general welfare of the church may demand.

JOSEPH SMITH,
President of Council.
Heman €. SMITH,
HENRY A. STEBBINS,
Secretaries of Council.
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Adopted April 14, 1894,

No. 387. That it is the sense of this conference that
our ministry should confine themselyes to the preach-
ing of the gospel, and that they desist from preaching
that which can not be fully sustained by the standard]
works of the church.

No. 888. A blank form for ministry reports, also
a form of summons to appear, before elders’ courts,
were adopted, with a provision that the Board of
Publication furnish such forms.

Adopted April 17, 1894.

No. 389. Whereas, In the prosecution of the Temple
Lot Suit, questions and settlement of title and property
interests are likely to further arise requiring atten-

tion, therefore be 1t
" Resolved, That the Bishopric be authorized and in-
structed to look after the same, if found necessary,
and to take.such steps as shall be deemed necessary
for- the good of the body and. in justice fo all partles

concerned.
Adopted Aprll 19, 1894,

No. '890. Resolved, That Lamoni, Iowa, be consid-
ered and declared to be the seat of the First Presidency
of the church.

No. 891. The Presidency to whom the resolution on
the subject of the resurrection was referred, report:

That, While we are of the opinion that the standard
books of the church clearly teach the unconditional
resurrection of man, we believe it to be of doubtful
propriety for the church fo put unnecessary restric-
tions upon the ministry as to the manner of their
teaching those docirines and matters of faith which
are of secondary importance; for, while possible injury
may accrue to individuals, here’ and there, who may
be inquiring for the word, from the advocacy of indi-
vidual views held by some of the laborers in the field;
we think such injury less hurtful to-the general work
than that which would result from the creation of a
creed, or the putting restrictions upon the ministry in
the form of resolutions restraining the liberty of in-
quiry and investigation, and censuring those who may
venture intoe such investigation, upon what seems to
them to be fair grounds.

www.LatterDayTruth.org



108 GENERAL CONFERENCH RESOLUTIONS

We therefore recommend that the conference go no
further than to say that it is the belief of the churidh!
that the doctrine of the resurrection: provides for the
rising from the dead, of all men, each .in his own
order, through the atonement wrought by Jesus Christ.

We cite from the Scriptures such passages as thay
be aids to understanding upon the subject: Doctrine
and Covenants 28:7, 8; 43:5; 45:10; 63:13; 76: 8,
4, 7; 85:6, 29. Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 6:4, 6;
Mosiah 8:9; 11:16. Alma 8:10; 9:3; 19: 4. Book
of Nephi 11: 7; Book of Mormon 4: 6. Bible, John
5:28; Acts 24: 15 1 Cor. 15:21, 22, 23, 25, 26 Rev.
2051213 2182215

No. 392. Presented by First Seventy:

“Resolved, That we request. President Joseph Smith
to insert in sectwn 121 Doctrine and Covenants a state-
ment of the instruction given to the Seventy in 1885—
that directing them to choose presidents of Seventy
and instructing the presidents thus chosen to choose
other Seventy—that it may be preserved with other
important instruction . glven to the church and pub-
lished in that section.”

Adopted April 8, 1895.

No. 893. The Quorum of the Twelve presented all
the following resolutions under the above date:

Resolved, That while we recognize the Seventy as
the missionary. force which is subject. to the appoint-
ment and demand of the Twelve, yet under existing
circumstances, we find it impracticable to appoint in
complete harmony with the preambles and resolutions
of one year ago. )

Resolved, further, That we now proceed to appoint
as nearly in harmony with our action of one year ago
as the circumstances now confrontmg us will permit,

The action of the Twelve in 1894, referred to above,
is as follows:

“Whereas, High prxests, elders, and pmests are local
or standing ministers to the church (Dootrme and
Covenants 107:42,; 120: 3; 17: 10, 25; "83: 2,) and,—

“Whereas, The local m1n1stry are not under the law
subject to appointment as general mlssmnarles, and,—

“Whereas, The law says that ‘it is the duty of the
Traveling High Council to call upon the Seventy, when
they need assistance to fill the several calls for preach-
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ing and administering the gospel, instead of any others,
(Doctrine and Covenants 104: 16) and,—

“Whereas, The law provides for as many traveling
mmlsters as ‘the labor in the vineyard of necessity
re(}iulres, (Doctrine and Covenants 104:43; 120:3,)
and,—

“Whereas We deem it unwise that the Twelve should

be burdened with anything more than that which is
ne%eslsary in order to fulfill the duties of their calling,
and,—
‘ “Whereas We believe that the church has reached
that Jumcture in the progress of the work which will
enable us now, or very soon to more fully harmonize
with and carry out these provisions of divine law,
therefore be it,

“Resolved by this ouncﬂ, That we take this method
of notifying this conference and the whole church, that
at the next convening of the General Conference we
shall expect to appoint in harmony with the above
statements and the law cited therein.”

No. 894. Whereas, It is understood that ministers
who are appointed to labor as their circumstanees per- -
mit, have mo claim upon the treasury of the church
for financial support; and whereas, It is the privilege
and duty of all ministers to labor in their respectivel
callings, in harmony with local authority, wherever and
whenever they can, without an appointment from Gen-
eral Conference; therefore be it resolved, That we take
this method of informing the church and ministry that
hereafter we will discontinue the practice of so ap-
pointing, unless special and extraordinary reasons be
furnished in favor of such appointments.

No. 395. Resolved, That in the event of an order by
the conference to pubhszh the revelation of April, 1894
in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, we request the
body to indorse and order published in connection there-
with, the proceedings of the Joint Council which was
provided for in the revelation.

Adopted April 9, 1895.

No. 896. That this conference authorize and instruct
the college committee to incorporate, as provided by the
laws of lowa, for institutions of learning.

No. 397. As presented by the Bishopric, to whom the
question had been referred:
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1. That we fail to find any reference in the revelation
of 1894 in regard to the support of families of district
presidents, and hence nothing that could be construed
to change in any regard the maintenance of any family
from the plan set out in former church articles.

2. The common and universal rule of the church upon
which any elder’s family is supplied is based upon the
law of necessity, and all are to be supplied according
to their several needs under the supervision of the
general church authorities, and can hardly expect any
variation from the rule; for the revelation states, sec-
tion 70, paragraph 3: “Behold, this is what the Lord
requires of every man in his stewardship, even as-I
the Lord have appomted or shall hereafter appoint
unto any man.” District presidents when under gen- .
eral appointment and giving their entire time, or, by
agreement, a part, to church work in like manner, are
supphed according to their needs.

Adopted April 11, 1895.

No. 898. “We indorse and récommend the useof tents
‘for gospel work as being not only useful and econom-
ical, but as an available and effective means of reaching
classes who would otherwise remain ignorant of the
faith delivered unto us; therefore we recommend that
district presidents and missionaries: in charge be re-
quested to ald and encourage the tent work throughout
all their missions wherever it may be practicable.”

No. 399. Whereas, In the prosecution of the college
work it is likely that there will be need of a board of
directors prior to the assembhng of the next General
Conference therefore be it

Resolved, That this body proceed to name a board of
nine dlrectors to be known as the College Board, who
shall, under the articles of incorporation, have the usual
- authomty of such boards, except as may be varled by
such articles.

No. 400. In response to apetition from the St.
Louls District a committee was appointed to compile
music and words for the Saints’ Hymnal. The Hymnal
was issued and subsequently approved by the confer-

ence.
Adopted April 12, 1895,

No. 401. Resolved, That we go upon record as believ-
ing that the act of conveying the “émblems to those
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partaking forms a part of the work of “administering
the sacrament,” and, under the law, aeither teachers,
deacons, nor laity have right to serve in that capacity.

Adopted April 8, 1896.

No. 402. Resolved, That inasmuch as section 113 in
Book of Doctrine and Covenants was not given by
inspiration, but seems to be an individual statement
relative to the martyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum Smith,
and in some degree has a tendency to do the church
harm when used by the enemy as it is mow published,
that the President of the church and the Board of Pub-
lication be instructed to prepare and publish an expla-
nation with said section. )

Adopted April 9, 1896.

No. 403. The committee on American archzology
was instructed to complete its report, and to publish
therewith the map prepared by its direction, in pam-

phlet form.
Adopted April 10, 1896.

No. 404. Whereas, We are at a disadvantage with
some railroads, the Penngylvania lines and others, in
reference to permits, therefore be it resolved, That the
President, Seéretary, and Bishop are hereby requested
to make effort to secure our rights and privileges in
such matters and that the action before passed by us
in this conference be hereby placed in the hands of this
committee, to be consummated or not as shall be found
advigable.

No. 405. Resolved, -That the Board of Publication be
instructed to inguire into the feasibility of purchasing
Ziow’s Ensign with its printing plant and property at
Independence, Missouri, and if the purchase ghall be
found possible at a price and terms suitable, the board
be authorized to make said purchase as soon as found
practicable.

No. 406, Whereas, The work attending the duties of
General Secrebvary and Recorder for the church lv in-
creasing largely, and owing to the progress of the work
will be still furbher increased, therefore be it

Resolved, That the offices be separated. ...

No. 407. Elder R. 8. Salyards was elected to the
office of Church Secretary.
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No. 408. Elder H. A. Stebbins was retained as Church
Recorder.

No. 409. Whereas, There is a growing need that we
have an authorized history of the church, therefore be
it resolved that the body elect a General Church His-
torian,

“The matter was then referred to the Board of Publi-
cation with instructions to choose a historian.”

No. 410. Whereas, It is believed by some that in the
Voice of Warning there is archzological matter, good
in its time but which can now be replaced with later and
better matter; and

Whereas, It is believed the Voice of Warning can be
improved in several features;

Therefore be it resolved, That it be submitted to a
committee of three for revision; and that the Presi-
dent of the Board of Publication with the commibtee
review the work done, after which it be at once pub-
lished by the board.

No. 411. On motion the office of the Church Secre-
tary was designated as, “Secretary of the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Chrisgt of Latter Day Saints.”

Adopted April 11, 1896.

No, 412, The statement on the question of “Marrlage
and Divorce,” reported-by a committee to the General
Conference of 1895, and deferred for consideration at
this conference, was amended and adopted, reading as
follows:

We your committee to- whom was referred the pre-
amble and resolution upon the subject of marriage and
divorce, pending Friday, April 13, 1894, as found upon
page 34 of the published minutes of the session of
conference for 1894, beg leave and report:

“Whereas, There exists in the church no definite and
positive understanding on the law governing divorce-
ment, therefore be it resolved that there be a com-
mittee of three appointed to draft a statement of the
law together with an explanation thereof governing the
relationship of husband and wife, touching the follow-
ing features:

_‘ffl. Justifiable causes for separation of husband and
wife,

“2. On what conditions can husband or wife whose
companion is still living be privileged to marry again?
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“3, The lawfulness or unlawfulness of receiving indi-
viduals into the church when having one or more com-
panions living from whom they have been separated.’

“4, The lawfulness or unlawfulness of expelling
members from the church for separating from com-
panions. :

“5. As to whether we as a church should recognize
that the divorce law of the land separates and frees in-
a gospel sense”

1. Marriage is a condition of life between the sexes
instituted by God at the creation of man, in which
two individuals, man and woman, enter into an agree- -
ment to abide with each other for the purpose of com-
panionship, mental, moral, and social, and for the pur-
poses of procreation, named in the word as multiplying
and replenishing, that “the earth might answer the end
‘of its ereation and be filled with the measure of man.”

2. This condition of life known as the domestic or
marriage relation should not be entered into hastily,
nor without due consideration upon the part of those
being parties to it; and in all cases it should be under-
stood that the covenant of marriage was to bind those
entering into it for life. (Note a.)

3. The causes justifying separation between married
persons are: (2) Adultery; (b) Abandonment without
cause, constituting presumption of crime, referred to
in Matthew 5:32. (Note b.) .

4. Persons who have been married and who have
afterwards been separated may marry other com-
panions, on condition that the cause for separation was
a justifiable one. When either party to a contract of
marriage has so conducted himself toward the other
that the presumptive cause referred to in Matthew
5: 32, has-occurred; the putting away being understood
to be the act of either one, or both. (Note ¢.)

5. Persons who have separated from their companions
for cause may be received by baptism inte the church.
The church being under obligation to observe the law
of the land, where persons who have been legally sepa-
rated from former companions and have remarried
present themselves for baptism it is to be presumed
that the separation sanclioned by the courts was for
cause. Persons who at the time of being received inte
the church are married should be required to keep the
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contract of marriage then existing sacred, and fulﬁll it
to the end. (Note d.)

6. Separation alone is not justifiable cause for expul-
sion from the church. (Note e.)

7. The church should recognize the acts of the courts
of the land under the existing law governing divorce-
ment, when the acts of the offending party have been
such that the putting away is the presumptive act of
guilt referred bo in Matthew 5: 32. (Note f.)

»

* NOTES.

Note a.—The church has already declared that there
is but one sufficient cause for absolute separation of
married persons; resolution presented at April ses-
sion of conference for 1883 reads: ’

“1, Whereas, We believe that marriage is ordained
of God, and that the law of God provides for but one
companion in wedlock, for either man or woman—
except in cases where the contraet is broken by death
or transgression; therefore,

“Resolved, That it is our understanding that in case
of separatlon of husband and wife, one of which is
guilty of the crime of formication, or adultery, the
other becomes released from the marriage bond, and if
they so desire may obtain a divorce and marry again.”

At the session of 1884, this resolution was, on April -

9, on proper motlon adopted and became the rule of the
church.

The law relied upon ag the basis of this rule will be
found in Genesis 2: 24; Matthew 19:5; Book of Mor—
‘mon, Book of Jacob 2¢ 6 Doctrine and Covenants 49
-~ Note b—The law of God as found in the books hav— :
- -ing no provision for divorcement, it is fair to presume
- that no separation of married persons was contemplated
at the time marriage was instituted. However, the
necesmby having occurred, through lapse of time and
man’s perversity, Jesus makes statement of cause justi-
fying separation; this cause is, adultery, unfaithfulness
to the bond of marrla.ge and is in an additional state—
ment, covered in the terms putlting cway.

In the sermon on the mount, Jesus. referring to the
inadequateness of the law, declared:

“Whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the
cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery;
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and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced com-
mitteth adultery.”—Matthew 5: 32.

hlt is stated by Matthew in 19: 9, that Jesus Ataught

thus:

“Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be
for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth
adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away
doth commit adultery.”

In Mark 10: 11, 12, thus:

“Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry
another, committeth adultery against her. And if a
woman ishall put away her husband and be married to
another, she committeth adultery.”

Luke has it thus: ‘

“Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth
another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her
that is put away from her husband committeth adul-
tery.”—Luke 16: 18.

Any extreme rendition of these passages will do in-
justice in every case where the husband, or wife is put
away being innocent of the offense of adultery Neither
Mark, nor Luke has the justifying provision of adul-
tery, or fornication; but this is found in both passages
in Matthew, fifth and nineteenth chapters.

The declaration of the church in 1835 was that in
“case of ‘death,” either party was at liberty to marry
again,

The rule found in section 42, paragraph 7, Doctrine
and Covenants forbids adultery, and makes the second
offense one that the church may not forgive.

These taken with the statement of Jesus, Matthew
5:32, warrant the belief that the married man, or
married woman that is guilty of adultery becomes dead
to the law of marriage, and justifies putting away.

A distinction must be made between “putting away”
and divorcement; the last being but the legal recog- ~
nition of the act of putting away. Jesus clearly makes
this distinction, in the sermon, and in the teaching to
the disciples, Matthew 19,

*+ This “putting away” of either husband or wife,
except for the one cause actually committed, is by the
teaching of Jesus, Matthew 5: 32, made to be presump-
tive adultery; and in such case, the person so put away.
is smned againsgt; and if the person so putting away
marries, the one put away is certainly free because
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the crime of adultery in fact has followed and the
offending party is dead to the bond. The married man
or woman, that puts away a companion being inno-
cent of wrong-doing, is in the transgression, and is
constructively guilty of adultery and causes the same
wrong to attach to the one put away. If such act of
putting away is followed by the marriage of either
party the wrong is completed and the other, being inno-
cent, is free.

Paul impresses the sacredness of the marriage bond
in his teaching to the Corinthians, seventh chapter, first
etter:

“And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the
Lord, Let not the wife depart from. her husband; but
and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be
reconciled to her husband; and let not the husband put
away his wife.”—1 Corinthians 7: 10, 11.

However, Paul, realizing the unsatisfactory condition
surrounding the church, adds:

“But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A
brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases:
but God hath called us to peace.”—1 Corinthians 7: 15,

Paul’s statement evidently means that the duty of
marriage, obligation to the legal performance of all the
covenants imposed by marriage has ceased, and the per-
son so released is no longer bound.

Note c.—Putting away is the primary cause of
offense, or primary wrong in case of separation; di-
vorcement being but the legal inquiry into the cause,
recognition of the fact that a separation has occurred,
and a final bar to further association under the bond
of ‘'marriage. In such cases 'the presumption is that
the legal cause exists and the parties must be considered
free to form other associations as if the separated com-

panion was dead in fact, as in transgression, and in - -

law.

Note d.—The church having been designed as the
institution into which the sons and daughters of men
may be received and assisted to overcome through
grace, the evils of their nature and become weorthy to
live, should not deny any who may be penitent and
needing salvation; hence should receive those who have
been separvated: from their companions, being put away,
themselves not having been the guilty ones in trans-
gression; and those who having been married again
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before making application for baptism, if legally
divorced.

Note e—No one should be expelled from the church
except for good cause; hence, though one may be sepa-
rated from a companion, if such separation does not
involve transgression worthy of condemnation, it should
not be a bar to fellowship. Doctrine and Covenants
42: 20. .

Note f.—Putting away precedes divorcement, and so
long as persons having been married are content fo
remain undivorced and unmarried, there may be recon-
ciliation and an end of the separation; but when
recourse has been had to the arbitrament of the courts
of the land, the separation, or putting away is com-
plete; and where this is done before persons are bap-
tized, tha church can not under existing conditions do
otherwise than to assume that the divorecement has
been for cause; hence must recognize the decree of such
courts, “provided that nothing in this article shall be so
construed as to prevent the inquiry provided for in
Doctrine and Covenants 42: 20.” ’

Adopted April 14, 1896.

No. 413. Resolved, That the First Presidency. and
Bishop be appointed a committee to protect the inter-
est of the church in the Independence Temple Lot
property.

No. 414, Whereas, We have found it impracticable
to continue the rule of appointing men to labor as cir-
cumstances permit, resolved, That we refer all of the
ministry who wish to labor thus to the district authori-
ties where they ‘desire to work.

No. 415. That the request of the Second Quorum of
Seventy “that Bro. Columbus Scott be transferred from
the First Quorum to the Second Quorum, as its presi-
dent, be granted.”

No. 416. That in the opinion of this council it is not
advisable to organize an elders’ quorum in the Euro-’
pean Mission. '

The above was presented by a joint council of the
Presidency and Twelve.

No. 417. Resolved, That in the opinion of this body
it will be advisable to place Decatur District under the
charge of the missionaries who are in charge of the
territory in which said distriet is found.

www.LatterDayTruth.org



116 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS

No. 418. The First Presidency presented the follow-
ing recommendation with their appointments of the
Quorum of the Twelve:

“We recommend that the quorum, by agreement as
to fields and times of holding, appoint special confer-
ences, visiting them two by two, in those places where
it may be deemed such conferences may be productive
of good results; at sueh conferences ascertaining the
needs of the work in those places and instituting
measures to motre effectually organize and set at work’
the local ministry.” .

Adopted April 6, 1897.

No. 419. “The actions of a Joint Council composed of
the President, a number of the Quorum of Twelve, and
the Bishop, published with the minutes ¢f 1896, in deter-
mining that Bro. A. H. Smith, President of the Twelve,
should act as counselor to the President during the
conference year, and in appointing Bro. J. F. Burton
to.have charge of the Society Islands Mlssmn, were
approved and ratified by the conference.” )

No. 420. That the . .. General Conference
authorize each district to 'issue letters of appointment
to the missionaries laboring in the several distriots:who
are spending their whole time in the ministry but who
are not General Conference appointees. -

_No. 421. Bro F."M. Smith was elected Church lera-
rian.

No. 422. That the sum of seventy-five dollars per
year, already provided for the purchase of books, be
expended by the Librarian with. the advxce and con-
sent of the First Presidency.
~ No. 423, The committee appointed in 1896 to revise
the Voice of Warning reported that for reasons good
to them they had not proceeded with the work; among
~ others, that if revised it would cease to be the work of

the author. A statement of the President of the Board
of Publication concurring in the conclusions of the com-
mittee was presented with the report.

The report was adopted, the committee discharged.

Adopted April 7, 1897,
No. 424, The Board of Publication reported that in

barmony with-action of the General Conference of 1896
they had made provisions for getting out the History
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of the Church by “securing the services of Brn. Joseph
8Smith and Heman C. Smith to write and compile the
history;” that one volume had been issued, the re-
mainder being almost complete in manuscrlpt which
in their judgment should be issued at the earliest prac-
ticable time; that they had “selected as Historian under
the nesolutlon rveferred £o” them, “Bro. Frederick M.
Smith, of Lamoni, Iowa, at a meeting of the board
May 1 1896.”

“The action of the board in appointing a Historian,
also its appointments providing for writing and com-
piling the Church History, were adopted.”

No. 425. A German manuscript translation of the
Book of Doctrine and -Covenants, presented with request
that it be examined and publi.shed if found acceptable,
was referred to the Board of Publication.

Adopted April 10, 1897.

No 426, Boundary lines of Pittsburg, Kirtland, and
Ohio Districts: )

The eastern boundary of the district, to be known as
the Pittsburg District, is the seventy-seventh meridian.

The northern boundary from the seventy-seventh
meridian westward to Erie County, Pennsylvania.

The western boundary includes Warren, Venango,
Butler, Lawrence, and Beaver Counties, Pennsylvama,
also Jefferson and Belmont Counties, Ohio; also Ohia
and Marshall Counties, West Virginia.

The southern boundaries to be the southern line of
Pennsylvania to the seventy-seventh méridian,

The eastern line of the division, to be known as the
Kirtland Distriet, is the above-described line of the
Pittsburg District as herein described.

The southern line is the fortieth parallel, the western
boundary is the western line of the state of Ohio.

The northern boundary is the northern line of the
.state of Ohio.

Adopted April 12, 1897,

No. 427. A motion providing for the publication of
the revelation fof 18971 in the Doctrine and Covenants
was adopted.

No. 428. A resolution providing for publication
of the revelation of 1894 in the Doctrine and Covenants,
was also adopted.
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No. 429. Bro. Alexander H. Smith was ordained
Counselor to the President, and Patriareh and Evan-
gelical Minister to the whole church.

No. 430. Resolved, That we accede to the request of
El}e [Church] Recorder that one be appointed to assist

im.

No. 431. Elder W. H. Kelley was ordained President
of the Twelve.

Adopted April 14, 1897.

No. 432. A form of license for the Seventy, reported
by a joint council of the Seventy, was approved and
adopted. i ) B

Adopted April 15, 1897. .

No. 433. “A resolution to adopt that portion of the
Second Seventy’s report pertaining to license, to grant
the request, and authorize the President and Secretary
to issue the licenses to the Seventy as general officers
of the church, was adopted.”” That portion of the
report is as follows: )

That we petition the body for a license signed by. -

the President and Secretary of the church showing our
ordination and authority as seventies in the Reorgan-
ized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
~ No, 434, The Second Seventy presented the follow-
ing: .
“Whereas, By our action at this conference district
presidents have been authorized to issue certificates of
appointment to local ministers, same to labor in their
districts; and,

“Whereas, The law Ilocates the responsibilities of
missionary work with the traveling councils: of the
church; be it )

“Resolved, That distriet presidents who contemplate
making appointments as before provided, be required
to consult with and secure the consent of the missionary
in charge of their districts before making such appoint-
ments and issuing certificates.” .

“It was moved to amend by striking out the word
presidents in the preamble. This prevailed. The fol-
lowing was then moved and adopted as a substitute for
the resolution’”: i

“Resolved, That districts be required to consult with
and secure the consent of the missionary in charge
before making such appointments.” ‘
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“The report of the Second Seventy, as amended, and
as affected by the substitute concerning district appoint-
mends, was adopted.”

Adopted April 15, 1897,

No. 435. Resolved, That the Board of Publication be
instructed to compile and publish a complete concord-
ance of the Book of Mormon as speedily as possible.

. Suggestions Nos. 1 and 2, contained in the report of
Bishop Kelley, were adopted, as follows:

No. 436. That the reports of Bishop’s agents be
closed the thirty-first day of December of each year,
instead of the first day of March, as at the present;
and that the Bishop’s report close the thirty-first day
of December instead of the fifteenth of March, as
under the present rule, so that ample time will be had
to complete report and have same audited by the first
of April.

No. 437. The printing and sending out circulars
known as “Ministry Reports” has, together with the
publication of conference minutes for the year, amounted
to the sum of $197.12. It is a question of whether we
can afford to pay for this matter each year an amount
. almost sufficient to keep an elder in the field for a year.
If the reports necessary to the transaction of the
business of the conference were made by those in
charge of missions, with the provision that in case of
any dissatisfaction on the part of any laborer in ‘the
field he should have the privilege of presenting his
objections to the President of the Church or General
Conference for eonsideration, it would answer the pur-
pose as completely as does the present, and save the
expense to the church.

No. 438. Suggestion No, 4, that additional office room
be provided for the department of the Bishoprie, was
referred to the Presidency and Bishopric with power
to act.

No. 439, “A resolution was adopted authorizing the
Bishop to provide blank forms for financial reports of
the ministry.”

Adopted April 16, 1897,
No. 440. Whereas, Vacaunries sometimes occur in quo-

rum organizations, by reason of ordinations or other
causes, too late to be filled at regular meeting of such

www.LatterDayTruth.org



120 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS .

guorum; and, in consequence of the present system of
filling vacancies, such vacancies must remain unfilled
till such a time as a meeting can be held, and our quo-
Eums are thus crippled for one or more years, therefore
e it, .

Resolved, That when such vacancies occur in a quo-
rum of elders, priests, teachers, or deacons they may
be filled by the unanimous concurrence of the officers
of such quorum; and that vacancies so filled must be
filled from applications coming through the Church
Becretary; members so enrolled to be subject to rati-
fication of members of quorums.

No. 441, The Presidency, to whom was submitted the
matter of the Nauvoo District and the boundary line
between the Northern and Southern Illinois Districts,
hereby report: .

That the Nauvoo District has never been considered
as belonging to- the Northern Iilinois District, although
the line of division between it and the Southern Illinois
District runs south of Hancock and Adams Counties
in Illinois, which counties are in the Northern Illinois
District, as are Brown and Pike, the latter being in
the Southern District.

Part of the Nauvoo District lies in Missouri; the
larger part of the district, however, lies in lowa. We
therefore recommend that the district be under the
joint jurisdiction of the missionaries in charge of the
Missouri and. Southern Illinois, the Northern Illinois
and Wisconsin and the state of Iowa; the three to ¢on-
fer and agree as to which one of the three the authori-
ties of the district should report to, and have immediate
charge; and in case the three fail to agree, the Presi-
dency will then decide; and appoint accordingly, subject
to conference action and approval. ,

‘ JOSEPH SMITH,
Avex. H. SMITH,
E. L. KeLimy,
. . Of the Presidency.

LamoNt, Iowa, April 16, 1897. .

No, 442. We your committee to whom was referred
the defining of “the duties, powers, and privileges of
the - Auditing Committee,” beg leave and report as
follows: :

In our opinion it is the duty of the Auditing Com-
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mittee to examine carefully all accounts, compare the
several entries with the corresponding vouchers, and
to determine as to the real possession of balance on
hand, if any. If accuracy be found to so certify; if
otherwise, to point out errors to the body appointing.

It is the privilege of such a commitiee to determine
the value of all stock, machinery, tools, and other appur-
tenances of the Herald Office plant, bringing to their
aid such expert help as may be required to insure cor-
rectness, so far as possible. It is expected that they
treat with courtesy the employees of the Herald and
Bishop’s offices, as they may expect from them the
game, with such aid as can . be bestowed by them with-
out undue interference with duties otherwise imposed.

The time and place of the work be left discretionary
with the committee; provided, however, that the work
be completed in time, that the duly. certified report may
be presented to the ensuing General Conference,

" Respectfully submitted,
J. M. TErRy.
R. M. ELvIN.
: FrED B. BrLAIR.
Lamoni, Iowa, April 16, 1897.

No. 443, “In addition to the general licenses pro-
vided for the Seventy, the President and Secretary were
authorized to issue licenses to the Patriarch and all
other general officers of the church.”

No. 444. Elder Heman C. Smith was elected Church
Historian. He was authorized to nominate as assistant.

‘No. 445. “A request from the Fourth Quorum of
Elders for a pamphlet in answer to Elder B. H. Roberts’
work on ‘Succession,” was referred to the Board of Pub-
lication.”

Adopted April 7, 1898.
No. 446. That our present practice of publishing am
itemized account of all moneys placed in the hands of
the Bishop be continued.

Adepted April 8, 1898,

No. 447, “Instead of defining the boundaries of
these distriets [Southeastern Illinois and St. Louis] by
railroad lines, we believe it would be better to establish
boundaries by county lines. Hence we recommend that
the following counties compose the Illinois part of the
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St. Louis District; namely, Morgan, Scott, Macoupin,
Greene, Calhoun, Jersey, Madison, Bond, Clinton, Saint
Clair, Monroe, Washington, Randolph, Perry, Jackson,
Union, and Alexander; and that the Southeastern
Illinois Distriet be composed of the following counties:
Sangamon, Macon, Moultrie, Douglas, Edgar, Clark,
Coles, Cumberland, Shelbyy, Christian, Montgomery,
Fayette, Effingham, Jasper, Crawford, Lawrence, Rich-
land, Clay, Marion, Jefferson, Wayne, Edwards,
Wabash, "White, Hamilton, Frankhn Williamson,
Sahne, Gallatm, Hardin, Pope, Johnson, and Massac, all
in Illinois.”

No. 448. “We your committee, to whom was referred
the resolution looking to a uniform system of reporting
missionary work to the church, by the missionaries in-
charge, report as follows:

“1. The cost of getting out suitable blanks to be used
by the missionaries in charge, would largely defeat the
purpose had in view by the conference when it abol-
ished the practice of publishing all the reports of the
missionaries in supplement form; namely, the saving of
means.

“2. In our judgment the mistake of making our re-
ports too lengthy, and the lack of uniformity (so far
as that lack may be undesirable and injurious), may
be ¢orrected without the use of blanks. A free inter-
change of thought among the missionaries in charge,
togetnher with a careful comparison  of the reportis
already made, will go far to bring about needed reform.
And so far as the general remarks of these reports are
conicerned, this is the only proper way in which the
error of being too lengthy can be corrected.

“3. As one means.of greater uniformity we advise
that the missionaries in charge be instructed to report
the total number of sermons, baptisms, ordinations,
public debates, and new openings made for preaching
the word; also the number of General Conference
appointees laboring in their respeective missions, with
the general average number of sermons preached by
each missionary.”

~« Adopted April 9, 1898,
No. 449, As presented by the Quorum of Twelve:
As 2 guorum we have considered the question referred
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to us—the right of teachers and -deacons to publicly
preac’i—and report as follows:

Whereas, The law contained in section 17, paragraph
11, Doctrine and Covenants, clearly authorizes teachers
and deacons to “take the lead of meetings, . . . to warn,
expound, exhort, and teach, and invite all to come
unto Christ;” and,

Wheresds, In section 42, paragraph 5, teachers are
required, together with elders and priests, to teach the
principles of the gospel; and in section 120, paragraph
2, either of said officers is permitted to preside; and,

Whereas, In our  judgment said duties include in
their performance what is commonly understood to be

‘preaching; and,

Whereas, In section 83, paragraph 22, teachers and
deacons are limited in their duties to local service,

Resolved, That in our judgment teachers and deacons
are authorized by the law to labor as preachers within
branches to which they belong, when they are presi-
dents thereof, or with the advice and consent: of the
chief presiding officer. :

No. 450. “Whereas, There is in Shinn’s School His-
tory of America, pages 289 and 290, an extremely gross
misrepresentation of the teaching and contents of the
Book of Mormon;

“Therefore be it resolved, That we take this oppor-
tunity to express our regret at such uncalled for treat-
ment from one who could so easily have obtained a
knowledge of the truth; and we hereby call the attention
of our committee on encyclopedias and histories to this
matter, and request them to take measures to provide
at once that said history be corrected.”

No. 451. Resolved, That the Secretary be and is
hereby authorized to devise and have printed a blank
form of delegate credentials; and that a copy or. copies
be sent to each district or branch enfitled to represen-
tation, prior to the convening of each General Confer-

ence.
Adopted April 12, 1898.

No, 452. Resolved, That the Board of Publication be
requested to publish the third volume of Church His-
tory as soon as practicable.

No. 458, We, your committee to whem was referred
the matter of members of elders’ quorums being dropped
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for failure to report for two years or longer, report as
follows: )

1. It is evident to us that quorum rules are not
explicit and full in every particular, but as branches
may make some rules affecting their procedure, so may
quorums.

2. We believe, under this head, your body has recog-
nized such reports of quorums, and such procedure by
them for ten years or more; the practice first having
originated with the Fifth Quorum shortly after its
organization in 1884,

3, We call your attention to the fact that practically
the effect has been to reconstruct and infuse new life
into the quorums acting upon this rule, and therefore
it seems to be a good one.

4, We would suggest that in our opinion the man or
men dropped from a quorum for such cause loses his
quorum standing and quorum license, and is merged
among the mass of elders who are not organized.

Adopted April 13, 1898

No. 454. That the conference minutes published in
pamphlet form be numbered, in paging, in the ascend-
ing scale—continuing from the last issue. .

Adopted April 14, 1898.

No. 455. The scattering members not enrolled upon
branch records be instructed 4o unite with branches
most convenient to their places of residence.

No. 456, That members changing their residences
from branches where enrolled, be instructed -to unite
Wit.}:i branches most convenient fo places where they
reside. ~

No. 457. Whereas, In the past members have ob-
tained letters of removal which they have not presented
to anv branch, whereby such names have been removed -
from the general records of the church,

Resolved, That letters of removal be issued only to
persons actually changing residence from one branch
to another, and that names of branches to which re-
movals are made be included in said letters of removal,

No. 458. A petition from the Eastern lowa District
concerning boundary lines between that and the Des
Moines District was referred to said districts with per-
mission to establish said boundary lines.
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Adopted April 15, 1898.

No. 459. 1. That the west line of the Central and
Southern Nebraska Districts be on the west line of
Keyapaha, Brown, Blaine, Custer, and Dawson to the
Platte River; thence east on the Platte River to the
west line of Kearney County,; thence south on the west
line of Kearney and Franklin Counties to the southern
line of the State.

2. That the south line of the Northern and Central
Neblmska Districets shall be the Platte River, as for-
mer

3. That all that part of Nebraska west of the Cen-
tral and Southern Nebraska Districts, be considered
unorganized territory.

Adopted April 16, 1898.

Recommendations of the First Presidency accompany-
ing appointments of the Twelve:

No. 460. That suitable subdivisions of fields be made
and competent men placed in charge as soon as prac-
ticable.

No. 461. It is to be understood if there should be
any territory not included in these appointments, such
territory is not exempt, but is still under the super-
vision of the missionaries thus appointed.

No. 462. Whereas, The financial report of the Board
of Trustees of Graceland College shows a large indeht-
edness, to the proper payment of which the church is
morally in honor bound; and believing that the church
should use that department of its working forces which
the law creates to be the financial agents for the accom-
plishment of its financial ends; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Blshoprlc be hereby authorized
and instructed to devise and make such arrangements
for the collection of means as may be adequate, and out
of such means so collected, and such funds of the church
as are not otherwise appropriated, liquidate the indebt-
edness, and provide for the further carrying out of the
desires of the church héretofore expressed in confer-
ence enactments directing the establishment of an insti-
tution of learning to be maintained by the church.

No. 463. Whereas, The Lord has spoken against the
use of tobacco and strong drink on different occasions;
and whereas, In all our appointments we ought to show
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respect unto said counsel. Therefore, resolved, That
henceforth we recommend no man for General Con-
ference appointment whom we know to be addicted to
either of the above evils, and that this decision take
effect one year from date.

Adopted April 18, 1898,

No. 464. Resolved, That the Church Librarian be
authorized to choose an assistant.if he shall so desire.

Adopted April 9, 1900.

No. 465. Resolved, That the Board.of Publication
continue the publication of Awutumn Leaves, and that
the executive committees of the Religio and the Sun-
day-school Association be consulted in the choice of its
editors.

No. 466. Moved, That this body indorse the appoint-
ment by the President, of the committee to meet the
brethren of the Church of Christ at Independence, and
that this report be spread upon the minutes and the
committee continued. :

April 10, 1900.

No. 467. - Attention was called to Book of Rules, sec-
tion 177, paragraph 1.

_The chair made the following ruling:

Upon the subject of the report of committee on cre-
dentials on the Honolulu Branch, the President rules
that a braneh of more than twenty-five members is en-
titled to one delegate for each twenty-five of its member-
ship, the same as a district,

Adopted April 10, 1900.

No. 468, We your committee to whom a petition
from parties from Central Illinois was referred, asking
for the formation of a new district to be known as the
Central Illinois District, including the four following
counties mow in the Nauvoo Distriet; Pike, Brown,
Adams, and Schuyler, beg leave to report as follows:

After a careful examination of the petition and the
map of the said district, we believe that it will be to
the advantage of the work to grant the petitioners their
request, and in order that the boundary lines may be
more easily determined, we recommend the following
eounties compose the new district: Bound northwardly
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as follows: Adams, Schuyler, Mason, Logan, Dewitt,
Piatt, Champaign, and Vermillion Counties, also Edgar
on the east. Southwardly as follows: Coles, Shelby,
Christian, Sangamon, Morgan, Scott, and Pike Counties,
including the interior counties, Brown, Cass, Menard,
Macon. Moultrie, and Douglas. In this it became expe-
dient to take two counties from the St. Louis District;
namely, Morgan and Scott; seven from the Southeastern
Distriet; namely, Macon, Moultrie, Douglas, Edgar,
Coles, Shelby, and Christian; four from the Nauvoo
District, Pike, Brown, Adams, and Schuyler Counties.
This being done by mutual consent, we hereby recom-
mend that the new district herein named be granted to
the petitioners and ratified by this conference.

Adopted April 11, 1900.

No. 469. We your committee to whom was referred
the petition from the Northern Michigan and Southern
Michigan and Northern Indiana Districts asking that
three counties be taken from the Southern Michigan and
Northern Indiana District and given to the Northern
Michigan- District; viz, Oceana, Newaygo, and Mecosta-
Counties, beg leave to report.

We find that this request has been agreed upon by
both districts at their conferences, and believe it would
be to the advantage of the work, therefore we recom-
mend that the request be granted. .

No. 470. Resolved, That this conference reguest each
of the several quorums and all other departments to
prepare a record of their work for the -Church His-
torian for each year’s report.

Adopted April 12, 1900,
No. 471,

REPORT OF JOINT COMMITTEE.
DUTIES OF DEACON.

The following report of tha committee composed of
the Presidency, the Twelve, and the Bishopric, upon
the subject of the Duties of the Deacon, submitted at
the session of conference held at Independence, Mis-
gouri, last April, will be the report of that committee to
the next session of conference to be held at Lamoni,
Iowa, according to the terms of resolution upon which
the mession adjourned.
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It will be understood that this report is not published
as the final action of the church upon the subject named
in the resolution. referring it, but is the report of the
action of the committee, and published as their report
to the conference when it shall convene, and is subject
to approval or disapproval at such session; the object of
publication being that the subject matter of it may be
taken cognizance of by all .who may be interested in
the subject, and may desire to take part in the dis-
cussion and action of conference upon it when it shall
come up in its place before the conference, to be deter-
mined upon its merits:

REPORT OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY, TWELVE, AND BISHOP-
RIC, ON “THE DUTIES OF A DEACON.”

The committee composed of the Presidency, the
Twelve, and the Bishoprie, to which the following reso-
lution presented to the late session of conference held at
Independence, Missouri, April 6 to 18, 1898, was referred
for consideration and report, do so report, as follows:

The resolution presented to conference was:

“Be it resolved by this body, in conference assembled,
That we concur in and hereby adopt the definition of the
duties of a deacon as defined by President Joseph
Smith in Herald of June 15, 1871, and No. 25, wol. 31,
of Saints’ Herald, “C. ¥. CHUKCH.

“C. E. BLAIR.”

The resolution of the conference by which that matter
was referred, is:

“Resolved, That a committee, consisting of the First
Pregidency, the Twelve, and the Bishoprie, be appointed,
to whom this matter be referred, with the request that
they report as soon as plactlcable to the General Con-
ference what in their judgment are the duties belonging
to the office of deacon in the church.”

This committee met in the church at Independence,
Missouri, April 19, 1898, at nine a. m., and proceeded
to the duties ass1gned them.

After a consultation of several hours the committee
by a majority vote adopted the following as their judg-
ment upon the matter submitted to them:

“Resolved, That we approve of the duties set forth
in the artlcle referred to as a rule of action to aid the
deacon in his labor, in addition to his duties as made
plain in the law (Doctrine and Covenants 17:11) as
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a standing minister to the church, under the dlrectlon
of the proper officers placed over him in the law.”

" The committee directed the Chairman and Secretary
of the council to compile from the said article in the
Herald, referred to in the resolution before the con-
ference the duties named therein and incorporate them
in the report to be made of the action of the committee
thereon. Those duties thus compiled from said article
as stated in paragraphs 32 and 36, with the preliminary
explanation at the beginning of paragraph 32, are as
follows:

“We have elsewhere written that every branch must
have a place of meeting., This place of meeting, if a
public building, hall, or meeting-house, or church, must
be in the actual possessmn of the association of church
members worshiping there, at least during its occu-
pancy while worshiping; and if the property is owned
by the church, some one must have constructive pos-
session at all times, What partloular officer of “the
church has precedence of right in this construective
possession? The right to carry the keys; open “the
doors; conduct wvisitors, either those belonging or
not belonging to the church; to see that the floors,
doors, windows, pulpit or stand seats, table ‘or stand,
lamps and other fixtures are clean and in good order;
to open the doors at the hour of gathering for preach-
ing, fellowship, prayer, or business-meetings; to see
that the lamps or candles are trimmed, lighted, and
burning, in time for evening meetings; to see that the
members coming in find seats; to keep watch over
the Saints during meetings, repressing loud talking;
whispering and - laughing, reproving the thoughtless,
and rebuking the giddy; putting a prompt stop to
rude, indecent, and boisterous acts, by -which the pro-
priety, solemmty, and peace of the meetings may be
disturbed; to exercise kind and diligent supervision over
the health and comfort of the Saints while in meeting;
by securlng' ‘a proper ventilation of the room; to light
and keep burning the fires by which the Toom is kept
warm; to have charge of the treasury; to receive, dis-
burse, and account for the contributions of the Saints,
intended for mnecessary and incidental expenses of the
association of members; 1o keep, preserve from damage,
and account for all perSona,l effects of the association;
to.visit the poor, ascertain their needs, and report the

5 Con Res
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same to the church; and in fact, to perform -any.and
all of those necessary duties by which the welfare of
the Saints is secured through a careful administration
of the outward ordinances, a faithful employment of
the talents entrusted to that man. It follows then of a
necessity that the right, the duty of the performing
these acts,—these unwritten but essential things of the
law, devolve upon the office of deacon.”

JosgpH SMITH, Chairman.

J. W, WIGHT, Secretary.

Adopted April 13, 1900.

No. 472. The request of the President, in his report,
that he be authorized to employ an office assistant or
secretary, and for office facilities, fixtures, ete; was
granted.
~ No. 473. The request of the Patriarch, that he be
furnished a stenographer, was granted. This was fol-
lowed by a motion “that it be declared the sense of
this body that such stenographer be placed on a min-
isterial basis.”

Adopted April 14, 1900.

No. 474, Whereas, The report of the committee
appointed to audit the Bishop’s books shows that the
books are not fully posted to date, and are therefore not
in a satisfactory condition, and the publication of said
report would no doubt be prejudicial to the Bishop and
the financial interests of the church; and, whereas, The
statements of the Bishop freely express the fact that
because of the numerous demands made upon him. he
has not had time to place his books in a proper con-
dition for a full report o this conference; and whereas;
The report of the committee of experts recommends a
more complete system of bookkeeping than-has hitherto
been in use in the Bishop’s-office; therefore, be it re-
solved, That the Bishop be.and is hereby “instructed to
secure bookkeepers who shall assist him to make a com-
plete examination of all his books, papers, and accounts
of former years, and make a complete report from the
time he became Presiding Bishop; that said report be
presented. to an auditing ‘committeée  who ~shall be
appointed by this conference, and that we suggest to:the
Bishop the advisability of adopting as far as. prac
ticable the method suggested by the expert committee;
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and be it further resolved, That the auditing committee
herein referred to, is hereby ingtructed to report at as
early a date as possible to a general committee which
shall consist of the President of the Church, three
apostles to be appointed by the Quorum of. the Twelve,
and three high priests to. be appointed by the Quorum
of the High Priests, which committee under the chair-
manship of the President shall have full power to act
and make such published repert as soon as possible,

Adopted April 16, 1900,

No. 475. Recommendations of' committee appointed
to audit report of Treasurer of Graceland College:

We recommend that a complete system of bookkeep-
ing by double entry be devised, suitable to fully show all
transactions, the acquirement and disposition of all
classes of property, the receipt and disbursements of
moneys, the classification of accounts, in fact a com-
plete history of the business, with such helps and forms
as will most greatly facilitate the work of keeping such
accounts, and their audit from time to time.

We again urgently advise the opening up of perfect
books of account of all transactions, and suggest the
propriety of such books being formed, written up, and
posted, so as to show all transactions, from the begin-
ning of the organization.

No. 476. That part of the Church Recorder’s report
referring to an assistant in his department, was referred
to the committee appomted by the eonference of 1897 on
the same matter.

No. 477. The commxttee to whom was referred the
petition of the Maysville and Fairland Branches report
as follows: After due consideration we recommend that
the thirty-sixth parallel of north latitude be the south
boundary line of the Spring River District, both in
Indian Territory and Arkansas, and that this be the
north line of the Southwestern Mission.,

No. 478. Proposed amendments to. the Articles of
Incorporation of Graceland College were. referred to a
committee, which reported they had compared the
amendments and Articles and indicated by pencil.the
corrections. necessary to correct reading of the Articles
as amended.

On motion the reading of the Articles as they would
stand if amended was waived.
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. The report of the committee, and the amendments
were adopted, also the Articles as amended. See- Arti-
cles, No. 493.

Adopted April 18, 1900.

No. 479. Presented by the First Seventy:

The following action was passed upon and concurred
in by the Second Seventy, which is herewith presented
for your consideration and adoption upon missionaries
reporting to General Conference: Whereas, The old
time long and tedious method was supers-eded by the
printed pamphlet reports; and, whereas, The pamphlet
system, because of itd expense, and probable lack of
being read by the masses, was also dispensed with; and,
whereas, the present method of reporting to missiona-
ries in charge, and their summarlzmg of reports is
irregular, becduse of its varlatlons in the method of
different missionaries, and in effect resulting in but
little more than statistics, and that imperfectly; and,
whereas, By letters to Herald and Eunsign, and -also by
mutual correspondence to the field forces among them-
selves, and missionaries in charge with the Presidency,
the conditions in the field are sufficiently known so as
to afford information for the appointment of missiona-
ries; therefore we recommend that the reports of all
missionaries be published in the Herald, previous to the
convening of conference in the subjoined form:

[»Sef page 266 General Conference Minutes for blank
form.

No. 480. That the new Board of Publication be
instructed and authorized to secure transfer of the
Ensign office property and plant to the church as soon
as practicable.

No. 481. Resolved; That the Board of Publication
provide blanks to be ‘sent to the missionaries as early
as January 1 of each year, upon which they are to
report 0 the Church Secretary not later than March 1,
to compile for publication in the Herald, said blanks to
be in accordance with the tabulated form of reporting
as previously adopted.

0, 482, That we reaffirm the action of the confer-
ence of two years ago providing that the Bishopric take
measures to liquidate the college debt.

No. 483. Elder F. E. Cochran was appointed Church
Librarian, vice Elder F. M. Smith resigned.
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- No. 484. The following was referred to the Bishop-
ric:

Resolved, That a committee, consisting of the Bish-
oprie, be appomted by the body to formulate a plan
by which one thousand subscribers. of twenty-five dollars
each shall be secured towards paying off the indebted-

- ness of Graceland College, with the understanding that
no money shall be called for until the thousand names
are secured and the entire amount is thus pledged. ]

No. 485. The Bishopric reported as follows on the
matter of making provision to liquidate the colleg'e 1n-
debtedness:

For the purpose of paying off the debt against Grace—
land College, subscriptions to the number of one thou-
sand shall be taken of $25 each, to be paid when the fuil
number has been obtained. Persons who pay more than
this amount shall be counted per amount subscribed on
the $25 basis. Parties who can not pay full amount of
one shall be counted as a part in proportion to amount,
until the full one thousand subscriptions are had.

E. L. KELLEY.
G. H. HILLIARD.
E. A. BLAKESLEE..

No. 486. That in making reports to.the General Con-
ferences, 'all quorums be instructed to include names of
members received info or-dropped from said gquorums.

No. 487, We the officers of the Fourth Quorum of
Elders ask that the names that were ordered to be
enrolled and organized as the Seventh Quorum of Elders,
which organization has never been effected, be furned
over to the Fourth Quorum for enrollment.

. W. GILBERT, Secretary.
A. BARR, President.

Adopted April 20, 1900.

No. 488.  The committee on compilation of General
Conference resolutions were authorized to publish as
soon as possible. .

No. 489. A motion prevailed that the Church Sec-
vetary be authorized to ¢ancel the enrollments of que-
rums reported to the Genmeral Conference of 1898, the
organization of which was not then completed; viz,
Sixth Quorum of Priests, Fourth Quorum of Teaehrers,v
Fifth Quorum of Teachers, and Fourth Quorum of
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Deacons; and those so enrolled to be permitted to Jom
other quorums.

Adopted April 21, 1900.

No. 490. - The First Presidency presented the follow-
ing concerning the appointment of bishops, stating that
the action has been concurred in by the Quorum of
Twelve and the Quorum of High Priests:

To the Brethren in Conference Assembled: Having
been led thereto by the leadings of the Spirit, as we
understand them, we feel assured that the time for the
beginning of the appomtment of bishops, as seems sug-
gested by the revelation of 1873, has come; we present
for consideration the following names to be sét apart for-
ordination as bishops: C. A. Parkin, San Francisco,
California; C. J. Hunt, Deloit, Iowa; Ellis Short, Inde-
pendence, Mlssoun, R. May, Independence, Mlssourl,
William Amnderson,  Lamoni, Iowa; J. Zimmermann,
Philadelphia; ‘R. Bullard, Boston, Massachusetts; Wil
liam Leeka,- Thurman, Iowa George P. Lambert, Rock
Creek, Tlinois; ; Thomas Taylor, Birmingham, England

If approved we request that such ordinations be pro-
vided for and attended to upon their acceptance of the
appointment as named.

Respectfully,
JOSEPH - SMITH, for PreSIdency

If approved, those not present can be referred to the /
Presidency for ordination as soon as found practicable,
LaMoNI, Towa, April 21, 1900,

No. 491. Resolved, Tha} the First Presidency ordain
these bishops at their earliest convenience. .
No. 492. Resolved, That those selected as blshops
. and ordained and those to be ordained, be -authorized to
select their counselors, to be ordained by direction of

the Presidency of the Church.

No. 493,

AMENDED INCORPORATION AND ASSOCIATION ARTICLES OF
GRACELAND COLLEGE, LAMONI, DECATUR COUNTY, I0WA.

~"Statement: For the purpose of establishing an insti-

tution of learning of an academical and eollegiate char- -

acter and providing a means of higher education and:
literary attainment in the town of Lamoni, Decatur:
County, Iowa, for the benefit of all ‘persons who. are
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able to enter the same as provided in the course of study,
without distinction of sex, caste, or religion, the under-
signed inecorporators do hereby associate themselves
together and make and adopt articles as follows:

Article 1.—The association assumes to itself all the
powers and privileges conferred by chapter two (2),
title nine (9), Code of Iowa, and such parts of chap-
ter one (1), title nine (9), as are applicable to associa-
tions of an academical or collegiate character: and shall
exist ‘as provided therein for the: period of fifty years
from the date of filing of these Articles of Association
in the office 6f the Recorder of Deeds of Decatur County,
Towa; and said corporation may be renewed at the
expiration of fiftv years. ’ < )

Article 2.-—The association shall be named and known
" as Graceland College.

Article 3.—It shall"be the purpose of the association
to establish’ and maintain in the town of Lamoni, -
Decatur County, Towa, a school of an academical and
collegiate character, which may include collegiate, seien-
tific, normal; law, and such other departments with such
course of instruction and elective studies as the Board
of Trustees may determine, and transact all business;
including the conferring of degrees, which the Board
- may do, such as are usual to institutions. of this kind;

the principal place of business of which shall be at

Lamoni, in county and State before named.

Article 4~—The officers of this association shall con-
sist; first: Of a committee of seven, to be known as
the Board of Trustees, whose duty it is to look after the

. property -of - the institution, disposing of the same, as
provided herein, and erect and maintain all buildings
which are mecessary to said institution for properly
carrying on its work as may be determined by them.

The Board of Trustees shall be elected by the Reor-
ganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints at
its General Conferences as the offices become vacant
according to the order of classification herein set out
and provided for. The officers of the Board of Trustees
shall consist of a chairman, secretary, and treasurer;
who shall hold their offices at the pleasure of the Board;
but the secretary and: treasurer may or may unot be
members of the Board:of Trustees. A majority of the
Board of Trustees present mt any meeting shall be a
quorum for transaction of business. = ; :
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The committee duly appointed and authorized by the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, of which said College is under the patronage, to
be known as Trustees, and to act, under these articles,
for the year beginning April, 1895, are as follows:

Class 1.—For one year—E. L. Kelley, Dan Anderson,
Lamoni, Iowa; Robert Winning, St. Joseph, Missouri.
< Class 2,—For two years—Joseph Smith and William
Anderson; Lamoni, Iowa.

Class 3.—For three years—E. A. Blakeslee, Galien,
Michigan, and Ellis Short, Standley, Indian Territory.
. The officers duly selected and authorized to act by
said committee are: Joseph Smith, Chairman, William
Amnderson, Treasurer; D. F. Nicholson, Secretary. SRS

Article 5.—~—The Board of Trustees shall have power to
perform the duties usual to such officers of similar insti-
tutions; except as they may be-changed herein, and
shall provide for suitable buildings, rooms, library,
apparatus, incidentals, etc., for use according to the
demands and interests of the College work, and as may
be determined by them in connection with the Board of
Trustees of said College hereinafter named, from any
funds provided by said incorporation for such purpose;
but they shall not take or use any donation or fund
made, given, or decreed to the use -of certain  special
purposes—such as-the establishing or founding of any
chalr or professorship in said. institution-—and appro-
priate for building or incidental purposes which may
be inconsistent with or contrary to the terms of the
gift or donation.

Article 6.—The members of said Board of Trustees
shall be divided into three classes: three of whom
shall held their offices for the period of one year from
the time of the first election; two for bwo years, and two
for thiee years, and each member selected thereafter
shall hold his office for three days, unless removed for
cause or such election is to supply or fill vacancy. The
members shall determine at the time of the organization
of said Board the length of term to which each shall be
at first entitled to act, Said Trustees shall have -author-
ity to provide for and call special meetings for the
furtherance of their work as they shall deem best, and
to the interests of said institution. :

Article 7.The Board of Trustees shall employ and
provide for such number of professors and teachers
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and such curriculum or course of study as shall fully
meet the wants of those desiring the advantages of a
good academieal and collegiate education, and for the
giving of diplomas and conferring of degrees as provided
by the articles herein, in the manner usual to such
institutions, and provide such rules and regulations as
shall be necessary for the control and proper govern-
ment of said College; and in case of a vacaney occur-
ring in the office of the President of the College, the
President of the Board of Trustees shall act as Presi-
dent pro tempore, until the vacaney is filled.

Article 9.—The Board of Trustees shall annually dur-
ing commencement week or immediately thereafter
meet at the principal place of busihess noted herein, and
shall perform the duties and work herein set forth of
such officers; viz: ‘

Of the selection of professors and teachers for the
ensuing year; providing for jamitor; arrange or adopt
course -of study for said institution; and perform any
and all other duties required for the good of the same,

- not enjoined upon Board of Trustees herein.

Article 10.—In case of a failure at any time to elect
or procure suitable officers or instruectors, it shall be
the duty of the Board of Trustees to meet on the first
Monday thereafter at ten o’clock a. m., and proceed with
such business, and so on each week until all necessary
and proper officers and instructors are chosen. = Special
meetings of said Board may be had at any time by a
call by -the President and Secretary of the same, or by
a majority of the said Trustees, which call shall be in
writing and by notice given or mailed to each member;
but a majority of said Board present at any meeting
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi-
ness. -

Article 11.—The Treasurer shall collect and receive
all moneys belonging to the association or due from
scholarships, tuition, or incidentals; report all collee-
tions at the time to the Secretary, and keep an accurate
account 6f the same; pay out money only to the written
order of the President and Secretary of the Board; and
shall be the custodian of all the funds and personal.
property of the association, and shall report to the asso-
ciation annually, and at such other times as may b
directed by the Board of Trustees. G

Article 12.—~The Secretary shall keep a. true and
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accurate -account of all the proceedings of the Board,
and perform such other duties as usually devolve upon
secretaries of similar boards; and shall keep a ftrue
account of all collections, sales of real estate, donations,
contributions, and. stock, and turn over the same to
the Treasurer and take hlS receipt therefor at the tlme
of delivery.

Articte 18.—The Treasurer and Secretary of this asso--

ciation shall each, before entering upon the 'discharge
of the duties of their- respective offices, execute and
deliver to the association a bond in a sum not less than
two thousand dollars, to be fixed by the Board of Trus-

tees, conditioned for the faithful discharge of his duties,

with sureties to be approved by the Board, and for their

services they -shall receive such sum only as the Board . =

shall fix at a regular meeting of the same.
Article 14.—1It shall be the duty of the President of

the College to take charge of and preside at. all meet- ,

ings .and gatherings of the membership and faculty,
and take an active supervision of all departments; .and
he may instruct in such branches of learning as.he may
deem properly in the interest of the s¢hool, and perform
all other duties usually performed by presuients of
colleges. - He shall receive for his services, as also each
member of .the faculty, such salary as - the Board of
Trustees shall fix.

‘Article 15.—All real property of this association: shall

be held by the said Reorganized Church; and donations,

gifts, and bequests of real property may "be made to this
institution by conveying directly to said church. . All
deeds and other instruments of writing affecting title

to real estate must be executed by the Bishop of the.

Reorganized Church  aforenamed, who is the Trustee
in trust of all real property of this association, and must
be countersigned by the Secretary of the Board of
Trustees, and previously authorized by said Board.

Article 16.—These Articles of Incorporation are also
made by authority and instruetion of a resolution
passed by the General Conference of The Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, on the 9th
of April, 1895, as follows:

“Resolved that this conference authorize.and instruct
the College Committee to incorporate, as pr0v1ded by
the laws of Iowa for institutions of learning.”

I hereby certify that the above was adopted by the -
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General Conference on April 9, 1895, while 1n sessmrn
at Independence, Missouri. .
Signed, - H. Al STEBBINS,
General Secretary of the Reorganized Church
“of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
LaMONI, Iowa, May 2, 1895.

These articles may be amended at any General Con-
ference of said Reorganized Church, or at any meeting
of the Board of Trustees herein named providing sixty
days’ published notice of said amendment and the natare
of the same be given through’ the Saints’ Herald prior
to the time of such Annual Conference or meéeting. It
shall be the privilege of the Board of Trusbees to make
such by-laws from time to time for the carrying on of
its work and duties and the facilitating of business as
are not inconsistent with these articles.
" The College shall never bé sectarian in .its work or
instruction, but its advantages and privileges shall be
open alike to all; and to guarantee this, it is herein
‘provided, that the majority of the Board of Trustees
shall be members of The Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Lattér Day Saints; and the President of said
Society and College, if not of this denomination, shall
be a scholar of broad and tolerant views, with readiness
to canvass and compare religious or political views in a
£air and Christianlike manner with students and faculty.
The professors and teachers shall be selected upon their
merits and ability to impart instruction, irrespective of
religion or politics.
Article 18.—The assomahon shall provide a seal and
may sue and be.sued in its corporate name, and per-
form any and all work through its officers necessamy to
its corporate existence.- .
"Witness our hands this first day of May, A. D, 1895
JOSEPH SMITH.
. E. L. KeLiey.
D. F. NICHOLSON, Secretary.
‘WILLIAM. ANDERSON,
DAN ANDERSON.
E. A. BLAKESLEE.
Rop'T. WINNING.
ELL1g SHORT.
STATE OF Iowa, g ss. ’
Decatur Coun’cy,
" ‘Before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and
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for said. County, this day personally appeared, Joseph
Smith, E, L. Kelley, William Anderson, Dan Anderson,
E. A, Blakeslee, and D. F. Nicholson, who are person-
ally known to me to be the identical persons whose .
names are affixed to the foregoing Articles of Associa-
tion, and acknowledged the execution of the same to
be their voluntary act and deed and for the purposes

and in the manner therein set forth.. -
Witness my hand and seal this 4th day of May, 1895,

. . AsA S, COCHRAN,

Notary Public in and for the County of
. Decatur, State of Iowa.

STATE OF MISSOURI, %S s

County of Buchanan, i

Before me the undersigned notary public in and for
said county and state, personally appeared this day Robt.
Winning, who is personally known- to me to be the
identical person whose name is affixed to the foregoing
Articles of Assuciation and acknowledged the execution
of the same to be their voluntary act and deed and for
the purposes and in the manner therein set forth,

Witness my hand -and notarial seal this 24th day of
May, 1895. CHAS. M. STREET, Notary Public,

INDIAN TERRITORY, | s

Central Distriet, § > . i s

Before me the undersigned a notary public in and for
said district, personally appeared before me this day
Ellis Short, who is personally well known to me to be
the identical person whose name is affixed to the fore:
going Articles of Association, and he acknowledged that
he had executed the same for the purposes therein sel
forth as his free voluntary act and deed. .

Witness my hand and seal this 1st day of June; 1895.

i EpwArDp C. PICKERING,
Notary Public in and for said District.

SraTE OF Towa, } ss
County of Decatur, . :
Filed for record on the 6th day of June, 1895, at 3.30

o’clock p. m., and recorded in Book 86, pages 240 to 246.
J. J. EvaNs, Recorder,

Adopted April 11,.1901. -
No. 494. The published compilation of General Con-
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ference resolutions from’ 1852 to 1900 reported by the”
committee appointed to complete the compilation there- )
of was adopted.

No. 495. The Committee on Encyclopedias and
Histories’ was discharged, the work formerly done by
said committee being turned over to the Hlstorlcal De-
partment.

Adopted April 12, 1901.

No. 496, AMENDED INCORPORATION AND

ASSOCIATION ARTICLES OF ‘GRACELAND COL-
LEGE, LAMONI, DECATUR COUNTY, IOWA.
" Statement:—For the purpose of estabhshmg an
institution of learning of an academical and collegiate
character and providing a means of higher education
and literary attainment in the town of Lamoni,
Decatur County, Iowa, for the benefit of all persons
who are able to enter the same as provided in the
course of study, without distinetion of sex, caste, or
religion, the undersigned incorporators .do hereby
associate themselves together and make and adopt
articles ag follows:

ARTICLE 1.—The association assumes to 1tse1f all the
powers and -privileges conferred by chapter two (2),
title nine (9), Code of Iowa, and such parts of chapter
one (1), title nine (9), as are applicable to. associa-
tions of an academical or collegiate character; and
shall exist as provided therein for the period of fifty
years from the date of filing of these Articles of
Association in the office of the recorder of deeds of
Decatur County, Iowa; and said corporation may be
renewed at the expiration of fifty years.

ARTICLE 2.—The association shall be named and
known as Graceland College.

ARTICLE 3.—1It shall be the purpose of the associa-
tion to establish and maintain in the fown of Lamoni,
Decatur County, Iowa, a school of an academical and”
collegiate character, which may include collegiate,
scientific, normal, law, and such other departments
@ith such course of instruction and elective studies as
the Board of Trusiees may determine, and transact
all business, including the conferring of degrees, which
the board may do, such as are usual fo_institutions of
this kind; the prmmpai place of business of which
shall be at Lamoni, in county and state before mamed.
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ARTICLE 4—The officers of this association shall
consist; of a committee of seven, to be known as the
Board of Trustees, whose duty it is to lock after the
property of the institution, disposing of the same, as
provided herein, and to erect and maintain- all build-
ings which' are necessary to said institution for
groperly carrying on its work as may be determined

y them, and to pass upon all claims against this -
association, and order the same . paid through the
proper officers.

. ARTICLE  5.—The management of the educational
work and operation of said college shall be in their
charge, and they shall have power to perform  the
duties usual to such officers of similar: institutions,
except as they may be changed herein, and shall pro-
vide suitable buildings, rooms, library, apparatus, inci-
dentals, etc., for use according to the demands and
interests of the college work, from any funds pro-
vided; but they shall not take or use any donation or
fund made, given, or decreed to the use of certain
special purposes—such as the establishing or founding
“of any chair or professorship in said institution—and
appropriate for -building or incidental purposes  which
may be inconsistent with or contrary to the terms of
the gift or.donation.

- ARTICLE 6.—The Board of: Trustees shall be elected
by the ‘Reorganized Church:of - Jesus Christ of Latter
Day -Saints: at “its ‘General :Conferences as the -offices
become ‘vacant:according to the order of classification
herein-set out and provided for. - The officers of- the
Board of Trustees shall consist of a chairman, secre-
tary, and treasurer, who shall hold their offices at the
pleasure of the board; but the secretary and treasurer
may or may not be members of the Board of Trustees.

A majority of the Board. of Trustees shall be a
guorum for transaction of business, at any meeting, '

The committee duly appointed and authorized by the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, of which said college is under the patronage,
to. be known as trustees, and to act, under these arti-
cles, for the year beginning April, 1895, are as
follows: !

ARTICLE. 7~The Board of Trustees shall employ and
provide for such number of professors and teachers
and such curriculum or course of study as shall fully
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meet the wants of those desiring the advantages of a -
good academical and collegiate education, and for the
giving of diplomas and conferring of degrees as pro-
vided by the articles herein, in the manner usual to
such institutions, and provide such rules and regula-
tions as shall be necessary for the control and proper
government of said college; and in case of a vacaney
occurring in the office of the president of the college,

. the chairman of the Board of Trustees shall act as
president pro. tempore, until the vacancy is filled.

ArTICLE 8.—The Board of Trustees shall annually;
as soon after the election of new members as practi-
cable, consistent with the best interests of the college
work, meet at the principal place of business noted
herein, and shall perform the duties and work devolving
upon such officers as. herein set forth; namely—The
selection of professors and teachers for the ensuing
year; providing for janitor; arranging or adopting
a course of study for said institution; and perform-
ing any and all other duties required vfor the good. of
the same, not enjoined upon Board of Trustees herein.

ARTICLE 9.—Special meetings of said Board may be
had at any time by a call of the chairman and secre-
tary of the same, or by a majority of the:said trustees,
which call shall be in writing, and by notice given or
mailed to each member, but -a majority of said board
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of bus1-
ness at any meeting.

ARTICLE 10.—The treasurer shall collect and receive
all moneys belonging to the association or due from
scholarships, tuition or . incidentals, report all. eol- "
lections to the secretary regularly as directed by the

Board of Trustees, keep accurate account of the same, ©°
pay out money only on the written order of the chair-

man and secretary of-the Board of Trustees; and shall
be the custodian of all the funds and personal prop-
erty of the association, and shall report to the associa-
tion annually, and at such other times as he may be
directed by the Board of Trustees.

ARrTICLE 11.—The secretary. shall keep a true and
accurate account of all proceedings of the board, and
perform such other duties as usually devolve upon
secretaries of similar boards; and shall keep a true
account of all collections, sales of real estate, donations,
contributions, and stock as are reported to him by the:
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treasurer, and of all disbursements and payments of
money for expenses, or for any other purpose.

ARTICLE 12.--The treasurer of this association shall
before entering upon the discharge of the duties of
his office, execute and deliver to the association a bond
in a sum not less than two thousand dollars, to be
fixed by the Board of Trustees, conditioned for the
faithful discharge of his duties, with sureties to be
approved by the board, and for his services he shall
receive such sum only as the board shall fix at a
regular meeting of the same.

ARTICLE 18.—It shall be the duty of the president
of the college to take charge of and preside at all
meetings and gatherings of the membership and
faculty, and take an active supervision of all depart-
ments; and he may instruct in such branches of learn-
ing as he may deem proper in the interest of the
school, and perform all other duties usually performed
by presidents of colleges, He shall receive for his
services, as also each member of the faculty, such -
salary as the Board of Trustees shall fix. Ny

ARTICLE 14.—All real “property of this association

shall be held by said Reorganized Church; and dona-
tions, gifts, and bequests of real property may be
made to this institution by conveying directly to said
church.: All deeds or other instruments of writing
affecting title to real estate must be executed by the
Bishop of the Reorganized Church aforenamed, who
is the trustee in trust of all' real property of this
association, and must be countersigned by the secretary
of the Board of Trustees, and previously authorized
by said board.
- “ARTICLE 15.—These articles of incorporation are- .
also made by authority and instruction of a resolution
passed by the General Conference of the. Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, on the
9th of April, 1895, as follows:

“Resolved - that this - conference authorize and in-
struct the college committee to incorporate, as pro-
vided by the laws of Iowa for institutions of learning.”

These articles may be amended at any General Con-
ference of gaid Reorganized Church, or at any meet-
ing of the Board of Trustees herein named providing
sixty days’ published notice of said amendment and the
nature of the same be given through the Sainis’
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Herald prior to the time of such Annual Conference
or meeting. It shall be the privilege of the Board of
Trustees to make such by-laws from time to time for
the carrying. on of its work and duties and the facili-
tating of business as are not inconsistent with these
articles. .

ARTICLE 16.—The college shall never be sectarlan
in its work or instruction, but its advantages and
privileges shall be open alike to all; and to guarantee
this, it 'is herein provided, that the majority of the
Board of Trustees shall be members of the Reorgan- .
ized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints;
and the president of said society and college, if mnot
of this denomination, shall be a scholar of broad and
tolerant views, with readiness to canvass and compare
religious or political views in a fair and Christian-
like manner with students and faculty. The professors
and teachers shall be selected upon their merits and
ability to impart instruction, irrespective of religion
‘or politics. )

ARTICLE 17.~—The association shall provide a seal
and may sue and be sued in its corporate name, and
perform any and all work through its officers neces-
sary to its corporate existence.

No. 497. Provision- was made for the pubhcatxon
‘of the report of the Committee on. American- Arche-
wlogy as a supplement to the former report- of that
scommittee,

No. 498. Whereas, the Church Historian recom-
mended the appointment of district historians in dis-
tricts, to assist him; therefore be it resolved, That he
be empowered to appoint such persons and in such
places as he may deem proper, according to his dis-

cretion.
Adopted Aprll 13, 1901.

No. 499. The fortieth parallel of latitude was
established as the boundary line between the Southern
Michigan and Northern Indiana, and the Southern
Indiana Districts.

Adopted April 15, 1901,

No. 500. Concerning the Statement and Rev@latlen,
presented in open conference, the following was
adopted: Resolved, That as soon as practicable the
matter be prepared and placed before the quorums
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of the church, after which it shall be presented to the

conference. -
Adopted April 16, 1901.

No. 501. Concerning a pronouncing Book of Mormon
vocabulary, presented by the Religio Society, the fol-
lowing was adopted: We recommend that the Board
of Publication be authorized to fully authenticate the
pronunciation by securing such -assistance of lin-
guists and philologists as the Board may deem neces-
sary for such authentication, and then publish as
soon as practicable. ‘

Adopted April 17, 1901.

No. 502. Resolved, That the communication from the
Lord, as presented to the assembly, Monday, April
15, by President Joseph Smith, be accepted as a reve-
lation and instruction, and is hereby adopted as a
law to govern the church; and the Board of Publi-
cation is hereby instructed to publish the same in the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants. :

Adopted April 18; 1901

No. 503. Resolved,- That it is the 'sense of this
council [Presidency and Twelve] that an elders’
quorum should be organized in the British Isles.

No. 504. Resolved, That it is the sense of this
council that all the elders in the British Isles, who
may so choose, are eligible for enrollment in a quorum
there, and that notice of such enrollment made to
quorum authorities in Ameriea” will authorize their
names being dropped from such record.

No. 505. Resolved, That it is the sense of this
council that the missionary in charge and the Bishop,
if deemed wise, and desired on the part: of the
European conference, be authorized to organize the
lesser priesthood of that country into quorums.

Adopted April 19, 1901.

No. 506. Resolved, That it is the sense of this eoun-
¢il [Presidency and Twelve] that Sandhedens Banner
be republished.

No. 507. That the matter of organization of stakes
be referred to the First Presidency and the Twelve,
:;a,_nd they be authorized to proceed with such organiza-
ion, :
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No. 508. A request of the Northern and Southern
Nebraska Districts, that the former boundary line
between them-—the Platte River—“be now changed to
the south line of Sarpy, Saunders, Butler, and Polk -
Counties,” was granted.

No. 509. Resolved, That when a member applies for
a letter of removal in order to unite with nearest
branch, said letter shall be granted, or, if objection
be made, that steps be taken as soon as practicable to
deal with the member as the law directs.

Adopted April 7, 1902.

No. 510. The requests of the Northeastern and
Northwestern Kansas . Districts, - “that the eastern
dividing line between the Northwestern Kansas Dis-
trict and the Northeastern Kansas District be changed,
and that the east line of Republic, Cloud, Ottawa,
Saline, and McPherson Counties, be the east line of the
Northwestern Kansas District, and the territory thus
cut off from the Northwestern Kansas District go to
the Northeastern Kansas District,” were granted. :

No. 511. A petition of the Central Nebraska Dis-
trict, that Gregory County, South Dakota, be attached
to said district, was granted.

Adopted April 8, 1902.

No. 512. Whereas, the present boundary line in
Wyoming, between the Rocky Mountain and the Colo-
rado Missions, as fixed by General Conference Reso-
lution No. 319 places all of Wyoming west of a line
north from the city of .Cheyenne in the Rocky Moun-
tain Mission, leaving a strip of country to the
Colorade Mission only forty miles wide and nearly
four hundred miles long; therefore we believe it will
be more convenient if the present boundary line is
changed so as to more equally divide the State between -
the two missions, and we would recommend that the
line be changed to a line running north and south,
following the west line of the counties of Sheridan,
Johnson, Natrona, and Carbon.

No. 518. The action of the Chatham District,
Ontario, concerning incorporation of the Church in
the Dominion of Canada, was referred to a committee
consisting of E. L. Kelley, William Anderson, and
R. C. Evans.
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Adopted April 9, 10, 1902.

No. 514. Amendments to sections 161 and 99 of the
Book of Rules—concerning appeals, and the taking of
the previous question—were adopted. They are in-
cluded in the revised edition of 1904.

Adopted April 12, 1902.

No. 515. Whereas, there has been a great deal of
agitation and misunderstanding for some years past
concerning the Bishop’s books and the financial con-
dition of the church;

And whereas, the General Conference through a
properly appointed committee secured the services of
an expert accountant who examined the books -and
accounts of the Bishop from his call to the Bishop’s
office in 1891 until 1900, and from the report of said ’
expert it is found that there would be a small balance
due the Bishop;

And whereas, there was appomted by the General
Conference of 1901 a competent committee to audit the
Bishop’s reports from January 10, 1900, to January
10, 1902; )

‘And whereas, the said committee ﬁnds the Blshop s
reports correct, the books of hig office “simplified;
comprehensive, posted to date, and properly repre-
senting the business of the church;”

Therefore, be it resolved, That we hereby adopt
report of said auditing committee as final inethis
matter, and that the honor and integrity of the B hop
is hereby fully vindicated.

Adopted April 14; 1902.

No.  516. The appointment by the Historian of
Elder D. F. Lambert as Assistant Historian. was
ratified.

No. 517, Resolved, That we request the General Con-
ference to publish report of Committee on Archee-
ology for 1901 as published in Ensign, and that it be
uniform  sized page with published report.

Be it further resolved, That the second report issued
in body of Conference Mmutes be republished so the
entire report be preserved in uniform size of page,
and that all future _reports be made to conform to thig
size of page.

No. 518, Resolved, In view of the increasing demand
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for the time belonging to the work of General Con-.
ference, that hereafter entertainments, receptions, and
socials shall not be permissible during the . time set
apart for the work of General Conference.

Adopted April 15, 1901.

No. 519, Whereas, the establishment of a regulay
order promotes unity and confidence, also facilitates
business and saves time, therefore, be it

Resolved, That hereafter the accounts of the Pre-
siding Blshop, Board of Publication, and Graceland
College, be audited as follows:

A board of three auditors shall be elected by the
General Conferences of the church. One of these
shall be chosen each year and shall continue in office
for a term of three years. Should a vacancy oceur
‘in the board between the sessions of General Confer-
ence the President of the church, and one of the
Twelve selected by the Quorum of Twelve, and one
high priest selected by the Quorum of High Priests,
shall appoint an auditor to fill such vacancy.

They may examine the values which the aforesaid
offices place upon the properties under their control,
and suggest to them, or to the conferences, such
changes as seem hecessary. :

For the carrying into effect these resolutions this
conference shall elect one auditor for a term of one
year, one for a term of two years, and one for a term
of three years.

Adopted April 17, 1902.

. No. 520. Whereas, it is currently reported that
polygamy is still practiced in Utah and adjacent States
and Territories, in defiance of the laws of God and
laws of the land; and,

Whereas, the laws enacted by State legislation seem
to be inadequate to prevent or prohibit the practice of
polygamy without the intervention of Federal enact-
ment; therefore, be it

Resolved, That we, the Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, in General Conference
assembled, favor the enactment of an amendment to
the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the
practice of polygamy in all the States and Territories
under the jurisdiction of the Revublic.
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No. 521. In answer to question from Runnells, Iowa,
Branch: Where there is no. elder in a branch, and
several priests, can one priest be sustained or chosen
as president of the branch, another as priest of the
branch, or would the two be of equal authority?

That such action of the branch, the priest so chosen-
“would be the priest of the branch and preside, and the
second priest so chosen would be his assistant priest.

Adopted April 19, 1902.

No. 522. Resolved, That the document as read [the
Vision presented by President Joseph Smith, April 18,
1902,1 be accepted as indorsed by the quorums-and be
made a rule of action in connection with the laws and
usages already accepted by the body.

No. 523. The missionary report blank was amended
to provide for reporting the following items: Name;
number services attended; times preached; number
baptized; number . confirmed; number ordained;
branches and districts organized; marriages; children
blessed; administrations to sick; field of labor.

Adopted April 6, 1903.

No. 524. The name of the Northern Minnesota Dis-
trict was changed to read “Minnesota Distriet.”

Adopted April 7, 1903.

No. 525. That the north line of said district [South-
ern Nebraska] be extended from the present north-

west corner of the district westward to the northeast
- corner of Colorado, thence south on the Colorado-Ne-
braska line to the southwest corner of Nebraska, thence
eastward on the Nebraska-Kansas line to the present
southwest corner of the district, and that these changes
shall be in effect upon their approval by the Southern
Nebraska District. .

No. 526. A petition, that the counties of Winnebago,
"Worth, Mitchell, Hancock, Cerro Gordo, and Floyd,
be attached to the Des Moines District, was granted.

No. 527. That each branch use the utmost. discretion
in the appointment of its clerks, and as far as possible
appoint only those who are qualified for such callings
;and dfontinue as much as possible those thus experi-
“ence : .
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- zAdopted "April 8, 1903.

No. 528. That the west and south lines of Worth
County, Missouri, and the east line of Gentry County,
be declared the boundary between Nodaway District
and the Lamoni Stake. .

No. 529. Your committee to which was referred
resolution of the Burlington, Iowa, Branch, touching
conference resolution number 284, respectfully reports:

1. That in considering the same it is compelled to
note the inconsistency in the statement of the alleged
finding and report of the elders’ court referred to, in
holding that the parties asking to dissolve their con-
nection with the church were in “good standing” in
the body. They may not have been in any open vio-
lation of any moral precept or rule of the body, but
it can not be properly held that a person who has
interposed a demand that he be separated from, and
wholly withdrawn from any and all connection with,
the church of Christ as we hold it, “still remains in
good standing.” The act to separate himself, and his
continued refusal to hear the officers who have labored
with him to reclaim and convince of the error of such
a step, would necessarily enter into the question of his
good standing. . :

2. Your committee are of the opinion that much of
the seeming trouble arising in cases where per-
sons request to withdraw from the church is only
from taking a one-sided view of the matter, and a
failure to comprehend the action necessary under the
law of Christ to effect the object of separation. There
is no provision in the law of Christ whereby separation
may be had by voluntary withdrawal alone. The
body must act in order to make effective the separation,
and when it acts, to use the language of the Savior,
it “cuts off,” “severs” the individual from the body, as
the branch is severed from the vine; and while in the
case of persons it would be permissible for them to
claim and say that they withdrew, yet when the body
or church acted, they would in fact be cut off. There
could be no alternative to this and give the party the
benefiv of his request.

Since the law of Christ does not provide for a
separation: except by act of the body, should a party
simply make the claim to withdraw and move out and
the body not act, he would go out and continue a

www.LatterDayTruth.org



152 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS

member in fact, notwithstanding the seeming separa-
tion. If, then, the provision' for separating by its
terms seems harsh, it is the harshness imposed by the
law, and not the church; and whereas:other societies
may have adopted more liberal methods, it must not be
forgotten that they have also adopted more liberal
methods for the receiving of members than is provided
in the law. We are not, however, privileged as a
church to change the law in either case.

3. In the matter of final action on the part of the
body, it is advised as to the condition and state of
its members through the findings of a properly con-
stituted court. A branch in this way arrives at the
place from which it may act. Your committee are of
the opinion, however, that it is not necessary to formu-
late charges against a person who may wish to with-
draw, either of apostasy or violation of the law in
terms, in order to convene a court to hear such a case,

_ but -that the hearing should take place upon the act in
question; viz: The persistent contention of the member
to withdraw from the body, and. should the court find
that this claim is persisted in, and that due and
diligent labor has been performed by the church officers
to reclaim the member without effect, that the finding -
should be that the request be granted and the member
‘be severed from the body. This persistent claim to
withdraw, in the opinion of the committee, is the only
“specific charge” necessary, as referred to in Confer-
ence Resolution 284. .

Adopted April 9, 1903.

-~ No. 530. Resolution' No. 520 concerning a consti-
tutional amendment prohibiting polygamy, was reaf-
firmed. In connection therewith the following was
adopted: That the Presidency of .the church be author-
ized to compile or have compiled such portions of the
actions from. the conferences of the church upon this
matter as may seem wise, and submit the same to the
Board of Publication for publication.

As a result of the foregoing action the Presidency
and Board of Publication issued the following:

The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints, and Proposed Constitutional Amendment
Prohibiting Polygamy

The. rule. governing the marriage relation in the
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Reorganized ,Church has. ever been monogamic, in
accordance with *he standard books of the church
(Bible, Book of Mormon, and Doctrine and Cove-
nants). The annual session of conference of April,
1870, at Plano, Illinois, memorialized Congress, affirm-
ing this rule. From this we quote:

“1st. That the law of the church found in the
Bible, the Bock of Mormon, and the Book of Covenants,
books acrepted by the polygamists themselves, expressly
FORBINS TO ONE MAN MORE THAN ONE
LIVING WIFE. ‘

“2d. 'That the law contained in those books is the
constitution - of the church; that no law can obtain
in the church in contravention thereof, and that there-
~ fore the pretended revelation on polygamy is illegal
and . of no force.”

At the annual session of conference for 1902 the
following resolution was presented, discussed, and
adopted:

“Whe ong it is currently reported that polygamy
is still practiced in Utah and adjacent States and
Territories, in defiance of the laws of God and the laws
of the land; and

“Whereas the laws enacted by State legislation seem
to be inadequate to prevent or prohibit the practice of
polygamy without the intervention of Federal enact—
ment; therefore be it

“Resolved, That we, the Reorganized Church of
Latter Day Saints, in General Conference assembled,
favor the enactment of an amendment to the Consti-
tution of the United States prohibiting the practice of
polygamy in all the States and Territories under the
jurisdiction of the Republic.”

This was teadopted and confirmed at the annual
sesgion of 1903, held at Independence, Missouri, and
is the affirmed posmor\ of the church at date.

This repudiates the practice of living with more
than one woman as wives at the same time.

JOSEPH SMITH,
FRED'K M. SMITH,
R. C. Evans,
Presidency,
By order of the Conference.
INDEPENDENCE, Missouri, April 11, 1908.
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Adopted April 11, 1903.

No. 531. Resolved, That in the matter of minutes
and evidence before elders’ courts, the clerks of said
court shall be required to perfect from their notes a
complete record, plainly written, so that in the. event
of appeal, the record of the case may be readily read.

No. 532. By separate motions a committee of three
was appointed to revise the Book of Rules. Authority
was granted to correct grammatical and  rhetorical
errors, and provision made “that propesed changes in
the Book of Rules be published the prescribed sixty
days prior to the” action on the same.

No. 538. Concerning church offices: That we express
our approval of the thought expressed by the Bishop
in this regard, and that we authorize him .to proceed
in the construction of such buildings as are neces-
sary and contemplated in his report, as fast as the
finances “will warrant him in proceeding.

Adopted April 7, 1904.

No. 534. That it be the ‘sense of this conference
that the statistical reports of the patriarchs must be
included in the statistical reports of the other ministers
in the tabulated report, and not come before the con-
ference. :

No. 535, The action of the Presidency in accepting
the resignation of F. E. Cochran, Librarian, and
appointing I, A. Smith as Librarian, was approved.

Adopted April 8, 1904.

No. 536. Concerning the report of a committee
appointed to consider a charge of heresy, originating
in Australia, the following was adopted: ]

Resolved, That this body adopt the report. of: the
committee except that portion which may be construed
as interfering with the right of any one to publicly
express his opinions on questions not passed upon by
the church. : :

No. 537. C. I. Carpenter was elected Librarian. - He
resigned later- and at the conference of 1905 Heman
Hale Smith was elected Librarian.

Adopted April 138, 1904.

- No. 538. That the conference include with the
Southern Missouri Distriet the- following  named
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counties in Missouri: Green, Stone, Christian, Taney,
Webster, Laclede, Wright,, Douglas, Ozark, Pulaski,
Texas, Howell, Phelps, Dent, Shannon, and Oregon.

No. 539. To include in the Spring River District
the following counties in Missouri: Barton, Jasper,
Newton, McDonald, Lawrence, and Barry; and the
following counties in Kansas: Crawford, Cherokee,
Allen, Neosho, Labette, Woodson, Wilson, Montgomery;
Greenwood, Klk, Chautauqua, Butler; and Cowley;
also that portion of Oklahoma and Indian Territory
lying east .of the Arkansas River and north of the
thirty-sixth parallel; and in Arkansas, the counties
of Benton and Carroll, and that portion of Madison
and Washington Counties north of the thirty-sixth
parallel. .

No. 540. That the Clinton District include in Kansas,
Linn and Bourbon Counties; and in Missouri, Bates,
Vernon, Henry, St.. Clair, Cedar, Dade, Benton,
Hickory, Polk, Morgan, Camden, Dallas, Moniteau,
Coal, and Miller Counties. .

No. 541. That the following counties in Illinois be
included in the St. Louis District: Calhoun, Green,
Jersey, Macoupin, Madison,- Bond, $t. Clair, Clinton,
Washington, Monroe, Randolph, Perry, Jackson, Union,
and Alexander; and in Missouri. the counties of -Mont-
gomery, Lincoln, Warren, St. Charles, Osage, Maries,
Gasconade, Franklin, Crawford, Washington, St. Fran-
cois, Perry, St. Genevieve, Jefferson, St. Louis, and eity
of St. Louis. .

No; 542. That that part of Pennsylvania east of the
seventy-seventh meridian be added to the Philadelphia
District, and that the Philadelphia District and the
New York District be united and be called the New
York and Philadelphia District. )

No. 543. That all of the Indian Territory not
included in the Spring River District be included in
the Northeastern Texas and Choctaw District, and
that the western boundary in Texas be on the ninety-
eighth meridian west longitude.

- No. 544. That Carroll County be taken off- the
Northeastern Missouri District and added to the Far
West District.

No. 545, That in the Southeastern Illinois District
be included the following counties in. Illinois:. Mont-
gomery, Fayette, Marion, Jefferson, Franklin, Wil-
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liamson, Johnson, Pulaski, Massac, Pope, Harding,
Saline, Gallatin, Hamilton, White, Wayne, Edwards,
Wabash Clay, Richland, Lawrence, Effingham, Jasper,
Crawford Cumberland, 'and Clark.

No. 546. That the boundary of Kirtland District be
so changed as to include all of Guernsey County; and
that Maumee Branch in Paulding County, Ohio, which
was formerly in the Indiana District, be added to the
Kirtland District.

No. 547. That the Independence Stake include Jack-
son, Fayette, Saline, Cooper, Pettis, Johnson, and Cass
Counties in Missouri; and Miami, Johnson, and Wyan-
dotte Counties in Kansas.

No. 548. Concerning the Utah question, the follow-
ing was adopted:

The committee to which has been referred resolutions
adopted by the St. Joseph Branch of the Reorganized
Church, respectfully report: That in the opinion of
the committee no good purpose can be served. by the
entry of the resolutions upon our records, or their
publication, as we think the church should not engage
in such proceedings as are outlined in the same.

While the committee regret to note that the attitude
of some, as Shown in their testimony before the
Senate Inquiry Committee and who were formerly
connected with the Latter Day Saints; is such as to
throw discredit upon the original work of the church
and themselves as citizens of the country in which they
live, the proceedings in effect can only relate to the
Reorgamzed Church in much the same way as to any
other Christian body.

We regret that in the testimony offered before the
Senate Committee, to note that persons have under-
taken to testify to things alleged to have occurred
while in their childhood or before they were born.
Testimony of this character may reflect upon those
who undertake to impose it upon the. public, but can
not affect the work or the underlying principles of the
é{eorgamzed Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day

aints

We can only hope that the Senate Committee will be
successful in bringing every material fact relating to
the question at issue to the light.

No. 549. Whereas, the maintenance of Graceland
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College is proving to be a serious burden in a finaneial
way and is likely to so continue; and,

Whereas there seems to be but .a minority of the
members of the church who favor:its continuance; and

Whereas the operation of a college of its character
does not lie within the direct line of our appointed
work as a church; therefore,

Resolved, That we favor a dlscontmuance of Grace-
land College after the close of its present term, and
recommend that the property be.turned over to other
uses ‘suich as may be agreed uponshy the Bishopric of
¢ the church and such other councils or persons as may
be chosen by the General Conference until such time
as the General Conference decides to reopen the col-
lege. (By subsequent action the Board of Trustees
was appointed as said committee,)

Adopted April 14, 1904,

No. 550. Resolved, That the writing and pubhshmg
of literature as p11vate ‘enterprises by parties whose
time belongs to the church by virtue of ordination or
appointment, where the profits of said publication are
appropriated to their private ends, is unwise and
should be discouraged.

No. 551. We are instructed by the joint council of
the First Presidency and the Quorum :of Twelve to
report to the body the following resolutions:

First, That stake officers when presenting themselves
to .the appointing powers for appointment may be
appointed as missionaries, but to appoint the stake
presidency or bishoprie outside the limits of the stake,
thus interfering with the operation of local organi-
zations, would be unwise.

Second, That for stake organizations to choose
general church officers or men under General Con-
ference appointment and ordain them stake officers
without consent of the general body, is improper.

Third, All missionaries under General Conference
appointment, whether in stakes or out, are under the
general direction of the minister in charge, but the
stake presidency has the right to direct local laborers
within the stake not under General Conference

appointment.
Adopted April 15, 1904.

No. 552. Resolved, That it is the semse of this
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guorum [First Seventy] that children under eight
years of age are not eligible for baptism in the church:

No. 553. That the present mlssmnary report blank
be amended by adding; -after  “number ordained”
space for ‘“patriarchal blessings ;- that' only those :
acting as Spokesmen : shall report- number confirmed;
ordained, and children blessed.

Adopted April 16, 1904.

No. 554. Concerning-the report of. the commlttee on
revision of the ‘Book: of Rules; the- following Wasf
adopted: ;

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to enter
upon his record the fact that the comimittee on revision
of the Book of Rules had reported, the report was
considered, and the different portions approved and
amended, and the book ordered published, leaving out
the details by which it was provided for.

Adopted April 7, 1905.

No 555. That said boundary lines [Pittsburg DIS-
trict] remain as adopted April 10, 1897, (see Confer-
ence Resolution No. 426,) with addition of Brooks and
Hancock Counties in what is known as the Panhandle
of West Virginia. _

No. 556. That the resolution prohibiting entertain-
ments, socials, etc., adopted by the conference of 1902
{No 5181, be rescinded.

Adopted April 8, 1905.

No. 557. Concerning request from a seventy ask-
ing action in regard to acceptance of the position of
counselor to a bishop, the following was adopted:

Resolved, That the said Bro. Walter J. Haworth may
accept the "office of counselor to Bishop George Lewis,
if he so elect, provided that the missionary in charge
coneurs in the necessity for the appointment. -

No. 558, Presented by a council of the First Pre51-
dency, Twelve, and  Bishopric:

First, That after due consideration of the question
of contmumg the running of the college, and the
importance of the same in giving proper training and
educational facilities to the youth of the church, and
such others as may care to. avail themselves of its
benefits, together with the present status of the
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financial eondition of the same, we are of the opinion
that ‘the college should continue; and whatever minor
changes as to courses of study and methods of develop-
ment, if any, be left as provided by its Articles of In-
corporatlon with the Board of Trustees, and such
changes as may be made directly by the conference.

Second. We favor recommending to the conference
that the expenses of running the college be met by
voluntary contributions for the purpose, and that one
day in each year be set apart, to be known as College
Day, upon which offerings, in the manner of collections,
shall be taken up in all districts and branches of the’
church, to aid the college work, the same to be for-

: warded to- the Bishop of the church to be devoted to
such purposes.

Adopted April 15, 1905.

No. 559. Whereas, it is- a part of the work and
duty of the Saints to do all in their power fo redeem
the waste places and establish Zion, in keeping with
th% commandments as revealed in the law of Christ,
an

Whereas, it is only by the fulfillment and administra-
tion of the “celestial law” that the land of Zion can be
sanctified and. her children stand justified and made
fully acceptable to God, therefore be it

Resolved, That we commend the  efforts of- the
Bishoprie to administer the law touching ‘all .of - the
interests and work of the church in the stakes, and so
far as the same is applicable in all the branches of
the church in every land and in every department of
work, and believe it proper that a full compliance
with the same be urged upon every member, so far
as_the same.may be had in equality and justice.

Resolved, That we recognize in the work and find-
ings of the Joint Council, of the Presidency, Twelve,
and Bishopric contained -in the report of said council
entitled “An "address to the Saints,” a proper presen-
. tatien of this-law, and outlines upon whlch to carry
forward such work.

No. 560. Whereas; the general missionary list has
those on-it-who by reason of age and other disabilities
are unable fo travel and perform satisfactory mis-
sionary labor in the active field; and,

Whereas, it is our convm’clon that the list should be
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kept up to the best working condition possible, and the
Presidency having advised removing from the list
those who are not effective missionaries, the Bishop
also requesting us to release those who by reason of
lack of ability, infirmities of old age, physical con-
dition, or family surroundings, that make it impractica-
ble for them to do the work of an active mlsswnary
in the field; therefore be it

Resolved, That we revise our list, retiring those
who are incapacitated for active missionary work, from
the general missionary list. Those aged- ones, who
by long and faithful services are entitled to our spec1a1
consideration, should be placed on the retired list;
known as superannuated ministers, they to do such
labor as their strength and circumstances will permit,
in harmony with. local authorities under the direction
of the missionary in charge; and they should receive
the same -consideration as the general appointees in
the field, if their circumstances require it, they fto
report their labors and financial condition to the
minister- in- charge annually.

Appointments to this list should be made by the
Presidency, Twelve, and Bishopric, in joint session,
and published with the balance of the appointments:

No. 561. Whereas, our_ church periodicals, the
Saints’ Herald and Zion’s Ensign, are recognized as
the “official organ” and the “missionary paper” of the
church, and as such, whatever appears upon their
pages is taken as representative of the faith advocated
by them; and

Whereas, for some time past there has appeared an
advertisement in both of the papers referred to, includ- -
1ng the current issues, which says that “Quit-to-bac’®

“is a God-given remedy” for the cure of the tobacco—'
habit; and - E s

Whereas, we do not believe that God has either
directly or indirectly authorized any one to say that he
has given “Qult-to-bac” as a remedy for the tobacco
habit; and

Whereas, a statement of this kind appearing in our
church papers is taken. (by some readers) as an in-
dorsement of the church that “Quit-to-bac” is a God-
given remedy; and

- Whereas, our church periodicals should not permlt
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an ‘advertisement of anything that is not ‘strictly
reliable and known to be as represented; ‘and

Whereas, we believe that God has given a remedy
for the cure of the tobacco habit in his word as
recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 119: 3, where he
says, “Avoid the use of tobacco”; and

Whereas, we believe that the advertisement referred
to is a disgrace to the church and a blemish upon the
pages of every issue of the above-named papers in
which it has appeared; therefore be it

Resolved, That we disapprove of this advertise-
ment, and that the Board of Publication be ‘and is
hereby instructed to cease the publication of the same.

Adopted April 17, 1905,

No. 562. Concerning the original transcript of Book
of Mormon characters, provision was made that it be
mounted on a card, leaving a margin for handling,
and covered with glass and framed, and kept from
strong light when not in use.

Adopted April 18, 1905.

No. 563. College Day, provided for the taking of a
collection for the benefit of the running expenses of
Graceland College, was fixed as the first Sunday in
September -0f each year.

No. 564. The First Presidency and Twelve, to whom
was referred the matter coming from the Religio
Society in the nature of a request from one of the
missionaries asking that some action be taken looking
to the ordination of women to do Sunday-school,
Religio, and church work; such ordination being for-
the purpose of enabling them to secure better railroad
rates than they now secure, report that the foregoing
named. quorums have considered the matter, and at
a joint session heid this forenocon the following was
adopted as-the opinion of the joint council:

“Whereas, the women of the church are by qualifi-
cation and desire eligible to office as workers in the
auxiliary societies of the church, and may be chosen by
the respective societies to which they may belong; and

“Whereas, there are mno prescribed rules of the
-church, or provisions by revelation, directing ordina-
tion of women, and no divine recognition of woman as
pertaining to priesthood of either order; and

6 Con Res
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“Whereas, the apparent necessity for the ordina-
tion or setting apart of women as officers in the auxil-
iary societies would be a matter of sentiment, and a
measure of economy to secure reduced rates on rail-
way lines of travel which is practically secured by
the delegate system for many; therefore

“Resolved, That we, members of the joint commlttee,
Presidency and Twelve, do not now see our way clearly
to report favorably upon ordination of women, as sug-
gested in the paper submitted to us.”

No. 565. That the President be authorized to name
the high priests to sit upen that council [the High
Council] at the present time when it shall convene,
and all others between now and next conference, sub-
ject to ratification by the body.

No. 566. Whereas, the Presidency has suggested
that the conference provide that the High Council be
convened to dispose of all matters referred to it
before the sitting of the General Conferences,

Resolved, That in the opinion of this conference the
Presidency are authorized to convene said council at
such times as will enable it to hear all cases before the
sessions of the General Conferences begin.

Adopted April 6, 1908.

No. 567. That the chair be authorized to appoint a
committee of three to complete the compilation of
General Conference resolutions.

No. 568. Whereas, there are several editions of the
Book' of Mormon -extant, differing in divisions of
chapters and paragraphs, thereby rendering it im-
possible to prepare concordance and works of reference, -
therefore,

Resolved That we recommend to the conference the
appomtment of a committee composed of F. M. Smith,
Heman C. Smith, R. S. Balyards, F. M. Sheehy, c,
Seott, E. L. Kelley, and ‘F. B. Blair, fo-investigate and
prepare a uniform plan for the divisions of chapters
and verses, and, if thought advisable, to prepare or
adopt a system of references.

Adopted April 7, 1906, .

No. 569. The Oklahoma Distriet and the minister in
charge were authorized to d1v1de said district if found
advisable,
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Adopted April 9, 1906.

No. 570. Whereas, the present blank forms used by
the ministry to report to General Conference are in-
adeqguate, not properly representing the work done,
therefore be it

Resolved, That they be discontinued and instead
thereof a uniform system such as the following be
adopted. (See blank attached.)

(The blank attached provided for report of names
of ministers and for a summary of work done in each
mission, by the minister in general charge.)

No. 571, C. I. Carpenter was appointed Recorder,
vice H. A. Stebbins resigned.

Adopted April 10, 1906.

No. 572. Concerning the action of the First Seventy
in dropping one of its members and his request for
reinstatement, the following was adopted:

That in case the defendant is not satisfied with this
report, he be privileged to appeal to the High Council.

Adopted April 11, 1906.

No. 573. That “College Day” be changed from the
'grstb Sunday in September to the first Sunday in
- QOctober. . i

Adopted April 13, 1906.

In connection with the division of the Northern
Michigan District, the following were adopted:

No. 574. The Northern - Michigan District to be .
bounded on the south by the southern boundary lines
of the counties of Antrim, Otsego, Montmorency, and
Alpena, : )

No. 575. The Central Michigan District to be bounded
on the east by Lake Huron, Saginaw Bay, and Tuscola
Counties; on the south by the southern boundary line
of the counties of Saginaw, Midland, and Isabella; on
the west by the western boundary lines of the counties
;)f dSaginaw, Isabella, Clare, Roscommon, and Craw-
ord. ”

No. 576. The Western Michigan Distriet to be
bounded on the east by the eastern boundary lines of
the counties of Kalkaska, Missaukee, Oseceola, and
Mecosta; on the south by the southern boundary lines
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of the counties of Mecosta, Newaygo, and Oceana; on
the west by Lake Michigan.

No. 577. On motion of the missionary in charge, the
Northwestern Texas District was declared to be dis-
organized.

Adopted April 16, 1906.

No. 578. The revelation of April 14, 1906, was
adopted.

No. 579. Resolved, That it is the opinion’ of thig
council of Seven Presidents [of Seventy] that a
seventy when superannuated is thereby released. from.
his quorum.

Adopted April 17, 1906.

No. 580. In the matter committed by you to the
Presidency, as coming -from the Pittsburg District in
regard to the question as to who shall preside at dis-
trict conferences, we report:

1. The primary right to- preside at dlstrlct confer-
ences belongs to the district president.

2. The courtesy which should exist in all organized-
bodies of the church and respect for the general officers
of the church seems to point to the recognition of such
general officers who may be present at district con-
ferences and would require that one or more of these
might be chosen to preside, either at the request of the
president duly chosen or appointed, or by action of the
body given or obtained through motion and vote,

3. It would. seem that though the right to preside

rimarily inures to the one who may have been chosen
gy the suffrages of the people of the district, a regard
for the general organization of the church and its
officers would justify the president to- request any
general or missionary officers of the church who might
be present to take the chair and preside, or to place
the matter before the assembly for their vote. This
usage seems to have obtained; but it does not warrant,
as. we think, the arbitrary set’cmg aSIde of a chosen‘
president by a visiting. officer or missionary of the -
church.

No. 581. Resolved, That nothing in the report of the
Presidency on local presidency just adopted by this
body is to be congtrued in antagonism to the action of
the General Conference of 1884 as set forth in General
Conference Resolutions, section, No. 279.
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Adopted April 8, 1907.

No. 582. The recommendation of the Committee on
Compilation, “that provision b made to include the
resolutions that may be adopte. by the General Con- -
ference of 1907, was adopted.

Adopted April 9, 1907,

No. 583. In view of the fact that the Zion’s
Religio-Literary Society have pledged $800 for printing
the Book of Mormon in the German language, we
recommend that the conference authorize the printing
of it, and the Board will appoint at once a committee
on translation, and will push the work to completion
as rapidly ‘as practicable. [From report of Board of
Publication.]

No. 584. Resolution adopted by the Quorum of
Twelve and concurred in by the First Presidency:

““Whereas, the present method of organizing quorums
of elders and. of the Aaronic priesthood renders im-
practicable the getting of their members together fre-
quently for the purposes of their organization because
of the scattered condition of the members enrolled,

“Resolved, That we advise the disorganization of the
quorums as at present existing (where it may be neces-
sary) and organizations be effected in missions, stakes,
districts, or large branches, where. enough members
shall be found to justify it.”

“The Joint Council adopted resolution recommending
that the execution of this matter be referred by the
conference to the First Presidency, Twelve, and Pre-
siding - Bishoprie.

No. 585, Heman H. Smith, BE. A. Blakeslee, and
Albert Carmichael were appointed to act with com=
mittees appointed by Zion’s Religio-Literary Society,
and the General Sunday-school Association, all to
form a joint committee on the subject of libraries for
branches and districts.

Adopted April 10, 1907.

No. 586. The Bishoprie, to which was referréed the
action and resolution of the New South Wales Dis-
trict onn Gospel Standard, respectfully report:

That after careful c01131derat10n of the matter we
recommend that the proposition made by thé district
conference to turn the property of the Standard over
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to the church, the brethren in Australia to take the
immediate oversight and responsibility of managing
the concern, be accepted by this conference; and that
the four members of the Standard board of publication
nominated by the bishop of Australia be confirmed and
approved, with the addition of the name of Bishop
George Lewis, as member of said board.

No. 587. We are authorized by the Joint Council of
the Presidency, Twelve, and Bishopric to present to
you the following as adopted by the Joint Council this
morning:

We think it unwise under present conditions to
i‘emove the principal place of business from Lamoni,

owa. .

We recommend that the authorities provided for in
the Articles of Incorporation under statutes of Iowa,
establish other places of business as provided for in
Articles of Incorporation and to further incorporate
whenever and wherever the interests of the church

may require.
Adopted. April 11,1907, .

No. 588. That this conference accept with apprecia-
tion the kind offer and view with profound gratitude
the friendly sentiments of the citizens of Lamoni,
expressed in the citizens’ petition, and hereby express
our hearty thanks for the same.

Resolved, That the authorities having the matter
in charge be instructed to rebuild the Herald Office
and Bookbindery at Lamoni, Iowa.

Resolved, That the Trustee of the Church be
authorized to accept the subscriptions offered by the
citizens of Lamoni, Towa.

Adopted April 12, 1907.

No. b589. Concerning the memorial fund in the
Bishop’s report, subscribed for the purpose of erect-
ing a memorial or monument to the memory of the
martyrs, Joseph and Hyrum. Smith, the following was
adopted: : : ) o

That the President of the church, the Bishop of the
church, the missionary in charge of that field [which
includes Nauvoo, Illinois,] for the coming year, Pre-
siding Patriarch A. H. Smith, and Elder G. P. Lam-
bert, Bishop of the Nauvoo District, be appointed a
committee to carry- into execution the purposes for
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which this fund has been subscribed, and to devise
such means as may. seem best to them to increase
the fund if found necessary; that the sum of one.
thousand dollars, or such portion thereof as may be
necessary, be appropriated in addition to fthe sum
already donated to assist in earrying out the memorial
project,

No. 590. We recommend that the conference pro-
vide, that hereafter reports be placed in the hands of
the Board of Auditors before the work of auditing
shall be begun.

No. 591. We further recommend that inasmuch as
errors crept into the published report of last year,
and inasmuch as the auditors have no opportunity of
certifying to the published report, the conference
require the publicetion in the Herald of the Bishop's
summary statement, and that of the Board of Publi-
cation, prior to the convening of the General Confer-

ence.
Adopted April 13, 1907.

No. 592. The Daughters of Zion reported- the fol-
lowing: .

Whereas, a sufficient fund has been raised for the
establishing of a children’s home, and

Whereas, the Bishopric has suggested to us that a
committee should be . appointed by the Daughters of
Zion to act in conjunction with the Bishopric in the
establishment of the home, whenever, in their wisdom
this. should be deemed advisable,

Resolved, That we ask the Conference to authorize
the Daughters of Zion o appoint such committee.

The conference authorized the appointment.. The
organization reported the appointment of the Advisory
Board as such committee® viz:

Srs. B. C. Smith, Callie B. Stebbins, Ruth L. Smith,
~ BEveline Burgess, Emma Hougas.

Adopted April 16, 1907. :

No. 593. That we discourage members of the Re-
organized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
from holding membership in any society or order
which requires the taking of caths or the entering into
covenant or obligation to guard the secrets, purposes,
or doings of its organization.

No. 594. The committee of the Presidency, Twelve,
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and Seventy, to. whom was referred by your honorable .
body the question of the jurisdiction of branches, have
been authorized to report to you that the question after
being under consideration by the committee was de-
cided as follows:

“It is our. opinion that members of the church are
under the jurisdiction of, and amenable for their con-
duct to, the branch and "district where they are resi-
dents, temporarily or permanently, and must answer
to comp‘lajints duly -filed with the officers of the branch
or. district where they are residing at the time when
the acts complained of are performed ; though their
home and branch membershlp may be in some other
branch.

“And. further, that all church members are amena-
ble to the branch most convenient to the place where
they may be residing -or sojourning, and if there is no
organized branch, then to the district, or general church
authorities, and should answer to such local authorlty
for their conduct ”

Adopted April 17, 1907.

No. 594%. That we disapprove of our m1n1stry giv-
mg ‘their. attention to speculative mining or other ven-
tures or their promotion; and that we advise all persons
who may decide to invest in any enterprises of this
kind to do so only after such investigation as shall be
fully satisfactory to themselves as to the safetv. of -
their venture, the same as in other business enterprlqes,
and not upon their confidence in the ministerial posi-
tion of those who seek to interest them therein.

No. 595. The recommendation in the Presidency’s
report concerning publication of matter to be issued
by the historical department was referred to'the Presi-
dency, the Historian, and the Board of Publication,
with power to act.

Adopted April 18, 1907,

No. 596.  Joseph Smith, E. L. Kelley, and 8. A, Bur:
gess” were  appointed a committee “to prepare a - seb
of  necessary bldnks pertaining to charges, notice of
service, and appeal, that will gmde and - assist .the
branches districts, and stakes, in the courts of the
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No. 587, The recommendation of the Historian that
the fifth volume of the History of the Church be pub-
lished as soon as practicable, resulted in the adoption
of a motion to authorize such publication.

~Adopted April 6, 1908.

No. 598. At the Fifty-fourth General Conference of
the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, which convened at Lamoni, April 6, 1907, upon
recommendation of the First Presidency, a library
committee was appointed to meet with similar commit-
tees appointed by the General Sundav School Associa-
tion and Zion’s Religio-Literary Soc.ety. The purpose
of these committees was to formulate ways and means
by which the library departments of the three separate
organizations could be brought together under one gen-
eral head. ]

~This joint committee chose three general officers: one
from the church, one from the Sunday school, and one
from the Religio, and appointed them a Library Com-
mission, with full power to put into operation; as soon
as practicable, the plans for the consolidation of the
llbrary interests » the church., It has been the expe-
rience of those engaged in library work in the different
departments of the church, that the library departments
of the branch, Sunday school and Religio have in many
places worked at cross purposes and to great disad-
vantage, by reason of having three separate libraries,
The object of this movement is for the betterment of
this department by the consolidation and unification of
all our library interests, thus doing away with unnec-
essary duplications, either in the selection of books, or
in the election of officers, and the bringing of the local
libraries into ‘closer touch with the general library of
the church.

The commission was directed to issue suitable state-
ment of work done and purpose of this department.
Accordingly, there appeared early in June, in all the
church papers, report of the Library Commission, and
according to the same resclution, this report is riow
presented, explaining the work more mmutely, for your
consideration.
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THE GENERAL COMMISSION.

The Latter Day Saint Library Commission consists
of three members, one each appointed by the General
Conference of the church and the General Conventions
of the General Sunday School Association and Zion’s
Religio-Literary Society.

The commission shall have general supervision of all
the library interests of the church and its auxiliaries,
and in particular charge of the General Church Library.
It shall have full power to do all things needful to
unify and simplify the library interests of the church,
to encourage the establishing and development of libra-
ries wherever possible, prepare rules and lists of suit-
able books.

The commission shall select the General Church Li-
brarian, take charge of funds, select and purchase
books, and do all things needful for the General Li- -
brary, not - otherwise provided for. Thé commission .~
shall choose its own officers and define their duties. The
chairman shall perform. the usual funetions of that
office. The secretary shall keep account of meetings
and work done; receive reports from General Church
Librarian and from the library boards of stakes, dis-
tricts, and branches not in districts; and summarize
for the use of the commission and for report to the
General Conference and Conventions. The treasurer
(shall be the Bishopric member of the commission and)
shall have control of funds, expending same on order
of the commission. The General Church Librarian shall
have the actual custody of all books in the Church -
Library and shall index, label, and care for the same,

- and keep account of those in circulation. He shall have B

power to choose his assistants, subject to approval of
the commission, and shall suggest from time to time to
the commission supplies needed, and books desirable to
have in the library. He shall report for the current
calendar year to the secretary-of the commission, the
number and list of books and papers received during
the year, and the total then in library. The general
library shall have the preference of all rare books,
especially such as deal with Church History and Ameri-
can Archzology. :
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THE DISTRICT OR STAKE LIBRARY.

The distriet or stake library board shall consist of
three members, one being selected by each of the thres
organizations,—the district or stake conference, the dis-
trict Zion’s Religio-Literary Society and Sunday school
conventions. (Where there exists only one or two of
these district organizations, the local organization of
the other or others shall meet as soon as possible and
nominate a member. The vacancy may be temporarily
filled by appointee of the existing member or members
of the district board.) The district library board shall
raise the necessary funds for the circulating library,
appoint the district librarian or custodian and make
necessary rules for the district library, using this sug-
gestion form as a basis, buy books, and have general
charge of the district or stake library work. They shall
do everything possible to build up the local libraries in
their district or stake as well as the circulating library.

They shall hold office for one year, or until their suc-
cessors are selected; such election, after the first, to be
- held at the last business session before General Con-
ference, when other officers of the same organization
are elected. Expenses of the district library shall be
paid out of the district library fund.

The district or stake librarian shall have immediate
charge of books in the circulating library; shall label
and number all books in the circulating library; and
shall schedule in a book kept for the purpose the num-
ber, title, author, date of purchase, and cost. The dis-
trict librarian shall also report promptly to the secre-
tary of the Latter Day Saint Library Commission, for
the calendar year, as soon as possible after December
31. He shall at stated intervals move the books of the
circulating library from one branch to another, keeping
account of such movements. He shall have the power
to appoint one or more assistants subject to the ap-
proval of the district or stake board. In the distribu-
tion of books the librarian shall be governed by the
number and grade of persons who will use said books
in the local library. The initials of the local library
shall be marked in the cover, to prevent its being sent
twice to the same place, except as desired. He shall
make a triplicate list of books at each allotment. Only
the number of the book need be given. One of these
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lists is retained by the district librarian to check books
when returned. The other two are sent with the:books
—one to be retained by the local librarian, and ong to
be returned forthwith, after checking books received.
All books returned shall be carefully examined by the
district or stake librarian, and fines assessed for books
lost or damaged; said fines to be paid by the local
library board; all fines to be paid over, once in six
months, to the distriet library treasurer.

The librarian shall hold office for one year, or until
his successor is appointed.

LOCAL LIBRARY BOARD.

The local library board shall consist of three mem-
bers, one being selected by each of the-three organiza-
tions, the branch, the Sunday school, and the local Zion’s
Rehg’xo—therary Soc1ety, and shall have general charge
in the branch or lecal library, raise funds, buy books |
for local or reference library after-consultation with
district board, appoint custodian or librarian, consult
with district board as to which books shall be in cir=
culating library and which in local, and shall have full
power and authority to do such work as will further the
library interests in the local branch. They are to study
the actual needs and.conditions and do the best possihle ”
for that locality rather than try to force everything to
one ironclad plan. (A branch in a large city may be
able to secure a branch of the public library.) They
_shall encourage reading of all good books, and endeavor
. to place church publications in public libraries "and

reading rooms. L
All books, whether formerly belonging to the branch,
“Bunday school, or Religio, will be placed in the local
- library; boocks of reference, church publications, books
used in. services, and other suitable books, will be
credited to the local library; books suitable for the cir-
- culating library—that is, books which it is not neces-
_sary to keep in the local library, but which can do more
good by being moved to other libraries from time to
time, shall be placed to the credit of the district or stake
circulating library. HFach branch shall have its own
local library. All moneys for the benefit of the local
library board shall be paid to the treasurer of the

library board.
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LIBRARIAN.

Shall have custody of books and bookeases: shall re-
ceive all books, shall label and number all books in the
local or reference library, and shall schedule, in a book
kept for the purpose, the number, title, aithor, date of
purchase, and cost of each book in the local library;
also have charge of the distribution and collection of
books; shall assess and collect fines, which shall be paid
over monthly to the treasurer of the local library board;
shall keep account of all books cutstanding, and have
charge under the general direction of the local library
board. He may choose one or more assistants, subjeet
to the approval of the local library board; he shall keep
posted in conspicuous places list of all books in the local
library for the examination of prospective users. List
A shall include all books of reference which are not to
be removed from the library room except with the con-
sent of the library board. Books on List .B are local
library books and may be taken out and used in the
" vieinity. Books on List C may also be taken out as they
belong to the circulating library of the district. Said
classification to be made with the approval of the local
library board. ;

The librarian shall keep account of each book taken
out with date and name of person receiving. Any book
on Lists B and C may be taken out for two weeks by any
member of the branch, Sunday school, or Zion’s Religio-
Literary Society. If not returned promptly there shall
be a fine of five cents for every week or fraction thereof
of overtime.. No one shall dog-ear any book. The ver-
son taking out a book shall be responsible for all fines
for delay or damage to the book. The librarian shall
be judge as to the amount of damage. In case of dis-
pute, it shall be referred to the local library board for
settlement. For any book lost or irreparably damaged,
the full value or cost shall be paid. . )

The library shall be open at regular services, and for
a reasonable length of time before and after each serv-
ice. Access to the library for reference purposes may’
be had at other times, with the consent of the librarian,
-but no books shall be removed from the room except
with his knowledge and consent.

Upon receiving list of books from the district or cir-
culating library the local librarian shall compare said
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books with the list, marking errors (if any). If none
oceur, the list should be marked “0O. K.” In either
event, one list should be returned to the district libra-
rian, as this acts as receipt for the books. The other
list is used to check books before returning, at expira-
tion of the period.

The local librarian shall make a monthly report to the
library board of the number of books taken out during
the month and the number of times the library is used
for reference, together with any other information de-
sired by the board. He should keep the district libra-
rian advised of all matters affecting the circulating
library and shall report to the district librarian, quar-
terly; or if not in district, report to secretary of com-
mission.

All expenses of the library shall be paid out of the
library fund.

LIBRARY RULES.

(To be posted in each volume.)

“1, No member of the school shall keep a book longer‘
than two weeks.

“2. Books may be renewed for two successive Sun-
dayls<, not longer, without paying a fine of ten cents per
week,

“3. Anyone keeping a book longer than two. weeks
(subject to rule 2) will-be fined ten cents per week
for so doing. .

“4, All persons damaging or losing books belonging
to this library, will be required to pay the value of
same to the librarian.”

We have also prepared form for report blanks of the
use both of the local and district library boards, and
expect soon to have them ready for use.

While at Lamoni after its appointment last April,
the commission formulated ways and means for carry-
ing on the library work during the year, and put into
form “report number one,” which appeared in the Her-
ald, Auiumn Leoves, anponent and Ewnsign, early in
June. This first report, you thus see, received wide
circulation, and immediately letters from all parts of

“" the United States and Canada began coming in te the

secretary of the commission, stating that they had taken
up the work and asking for additional information.
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Library Commission “report number two” appeared
in each of the four leading papers early in February,
1908, and contained the principal features of report
number one, along with additional rules, regulations,
and general suggestions regarding the library work
sufficient for the present needs. Enough time has not
yvet elapsed for the results of this latest published re-
port to mature, and as the matter of reporting to the
secretary of the commission does not seem to be thor-
~oughly understood in all parts of the country, we are
led to believe that scores of branches and many districts
which are thoroughly organized according to the plans
of the commission have not reported to the secretary,
and for these reasons it is not possible to give a com-
plete report of all branches and districts organized up
to the present time.

At the time of the formation of the Library Com-
mission, a committee of three was appointed to put into
practical form a suitable list of books for library selec-
tion. This committee was made up of the three libra-
rians to the general societies. - The work, that at first
seemed a trifling matter to accomplish, required the
labor of weeks and even months to prepare suitable for
publication; but is now in the hands of the commission,
and comprises an elaborate list of bocks, with names,
authors, publishers, prices, manner of securing dis-
‘counts, information, and further suggestions for the
choice of books. This list of books with the commission -
report number two, has been turned over to the printer,
and should be ready to mail in pamphlet form as- soon
as the commission has time to complete a report after
the adjournment of the General Conventions.

The Library Commission has the following recom--
mendations to make: First: That the amendments
to the Sunday school and Zion’s Religio-Literary So-
c1ety constitutions be attended to as early as possible,’
in order to avoid the conflictions that have arisen
through the appointment of the Library Commission.

Secorid:* That the chureh, Sunday school, and Religio
take definite action at their Apml meeting, 1908 toward
discontinuing the librarians to the three respectlve S0-
cieties. In the same manner when stakes, districts, and
branches accept the new conditions and select a library
board, they discontinue their librarians in each of the
three societies.
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Third: It is further advised that the commission be
increased to five members, that the chairman of the
commission be a member of the First Presidenty, the
treasurer of the commission from the Bishopric, one
member from the Sunday school, one from the Religio,
and one member chosen at large by the General Con-
ference,
Fourth: The church should speak deﬁmtely regard-
ing the amalgamation of the church library with the
Sunday school and Religio libraries. In the majority of
cases throughout the country the Sunday school is the
_body that is usually required to make the concessions,
* as, in reality, they have the only library of any impor-
tance in the majority of branches. In this case, the
church has the principal library, and should set the ex-
ample for the branches by placing their library under
the management of the commission. It will be readily
seen that the interest of the library work will be much
better served under the new plan than it has ever been
served in the past, and that there can be but little doubt,
if any, regarding. the perfect working of this plan: .
Fifth: We realize the great need of means to carry
on the general church work and laying the foundation
of Zion, and while much could profitably be spent in the
library work, we feel that the commission should do its
necessary work with the minimum expenditure of
money. In view of these facts we recommend that an
appropriation of three hundred dollars ($300) should
be placed at the disposal of the commission, to meet the
expenses of the past year and to insure success in car-
rying on the work during the current year.
~ T F. M. 8mith, E. A. Blakeslee, E, H. Fisher, H, Hale
Smith; and. S. A, Burgess were appointed to constltute
the lerary Commission.

The conference granted the appropriation asked for
in the foregoing document.

Adopted April 7, 1908.

No. 599. The request of the Seattle and British
Columbia and Spokane districts, that the counties of
Klickitat, Kittitas, and Yakima. in the State of Wash-
ington, be added to the Spokane District, making the
western line of the counties of Okanogan, Kittitas,
Yakima, and KlicKitat the western boundary line of the
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Spokane District in the State of Washington, was
granted.

No. 600. The committee appointed in 1906 to complle
General Conference resolutions from 1901 te date, re-
ported completion of said compilation to 1907 inclusive.

No. 601. The committee to which was referred the
issue of a historical publication by the conference of
1907, reported that such had been provided for by a
pubhcatlon to be issued quarterly, known as the Journal
of History. )

No. 602. Your committee appointed by the General
Conference “to investigate and prepare a uniform plan
for the divisions of chapters and verses” of the Book
of Mormon, “and if thought advisable, to prepare or
adopt a system of references,” report:

During the past year a sub-committee of our number
has reversified the Book of Mormon, using the large
type edition as a basis for its work, leaving the chap-
ters as they are in the original, Palmyra edition. They
made all verses from the book of Isaiah to eorrespond
in. their divisions to such versification as is given ‘in
the:Inspired Translation. Concerning this work of the
sub- committee, the general commlt’cee adopted the fol-
lowing resolutions

“Resolved, That we accept and indorse the report of
the sub-committee and make it the report of the gen-
eral committee on the work of reversification of the
Book of Mormon.

“Resolved, That it be the sense of this committee that
in the publication of the new work we follow the corree-
tions of the Book of Mormon so as to make the new
work in accordance with the original manuseript and
the Kirtland edition of the Book of Mormon published
by Pratt and Goodson, of 1837, that the work may be
completed as corrected by Joqeph Smith and Oliver
Cowdery.

“Resolved, That F. M. Smith. Heman C. Smith, and
R. S. Salyards of the sub-committee be appointed to ex-
amine proofs and corrections in the publication of the
Book of Mormon, according to the resolution Just
adopted which prov1des for such correction.

“Resolved, That the committee appointed to proof-
read the sheets of the Book of Mormon be also author-
ized to prepare a suitable index.
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“Resolved, That in the publication of the Book of.
Mormon paragraph signs be inserted showing the di-
vision of verses according to the Palmyra edition.”

It was understood by the general committee that the
sub-committee was authorized to complete and hand
-over the work for publication, to report their work after
such publication, to the general committee.

In the report of this committee to the last conference
it was stated that when the work of versification was
completed a system of references would be prepared.
The committee find it impracticable to provide such ref-.
erences before the publication of the reversified edition.

- Adopted April 8, 1908.

No. 603, That inasmuch as the work of the Bishoprie
has so enlarged that they need help for the Homes at
Lamoni, they be authorized to appoint a board to look
after and care for those Homes.

Adopted Ap#il 11, 1908,

No. 604. 1. We believe it is the duty of the church to
so execute its laws that the interests of those who may
be accused of wrongdoing shall be safeguarded as well
as those of the general body. )

2. Every man’s claim of innocence should be respected
until his guilt is established, and he is entitled to and -
should receive such consideration in the legal processes
as to protect him from needless suspense or exposure’
and secure for him a prompt and impartial adjustment
of the case in which he may be involved.  Hence we
have decided on the following: .

8. Complaints of misconduct on the part of any min-
ister may be made by any member of the church having
knowledge or information regarding the same, to the
minister under whose direction or jurisdiction the ae-
cuged may be laboring.

4. It shall be the duty of the one in charge, when thus
" informed, to see that proper labor is performed (if it
has not already been) with the accused, with a view to
restitution. o

5. Bhould the efforts in this direction fail of desired
results he should see that charges, embodying in sepa-
rate counts the items of wrongdoing complained of, are
formulated and served on the accused, in persom, or -
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left for him where correspondence with him has been
usual, at the earliest practical moment.

6. When notice is thus served, the accused shall be
considered legally silenced, and should at once surren-
der to the minister in charge his license (and certificate
of appointment, if he be under general appointment)
and should refrain from all official work until the dis-
ability thus imposed is removed.

7. No minister, thus silenced should be held in sus-
pension longer than is absolutely necessary to bring the
case to a proper trial; hence it is the duty of the min-
ister having charge to appoint (unless he be a party
involved in the case either as accused or accuser) a
court, or to refer the case to the proper tribunal for its
hearing, without unnecessary delay. ‘As soon as prac-
ticable thereafter, said tribunal shall confer with all
parties involved, as to convenient time and place for
hearing of the case and at once notify =aid parties when
these are decided upon.

8. Should exigencies exist in connection with any case
of ministerial misconduct, such as necessitate an im-
mediate official imposition of silence, this action may be
taken before formulating charges as hereinbefore pro-
‘videdy but in all such cases this action should be fol-
lowed by as prompt an observance of all the details of
the above requirement as the conditions involved will
admit of,

9. When the minister in charge is personally involved
in the case against the accused, he should turn the entire
matter over to the most available minister in charge, of
equal authority, or to the First Presidency.

10. In the cases where the accused is acting in local
capacity onlv, or is not under general appointment, the
local authorities should proceed as- above; and in the
event of their neglect to do so, or of their being person-
ally involved, the minister in charge of the missionary
field in which the case occurs should interpose and see
that the matter is proceeded with according to the fore-
going provisions. ‘

11. In grave cases, involving the membershin of the
accused, proper notice should be lodged with the branch
of the church having jurisdiction:

Adovted April 13, 1908.

No. 605. Resolved, That a permanent committee of
three be appointed to compile the resolutions of each

www.LatterDayTruth.org



180- GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS

General Conference, and that the Board of Publication
be directed to publish the same in such form as can be
put in the book of resolutions now published, copies to
be supplied to those having books, upon their applica-

tion.
Adopted April 15, 1908.

No. 606, Whereas, The law of God specifically predi-
cates ministerial support upon the law of necessity (see
Doctrine and Covenants 81:4; 77:1; 70: 3; 51: 1) ; and

Whereas, There is no provision in the law for any
minister receiving financial aid from the church not
based upon his actual needs; therefore be it

Resolved, That hereafter all those engaged in general
church or ministerial work be supported in harmony
with the aforementioned provisions of the law.

No. 607. The request of the San Jose Branch, of the
Central California District, that it be annexed to the
Northern California District, was granted.

Adopted April 17, 1908.
No. 608,

PROCEDURE IN CHURCH COURTS.

1. Precedent to any action in the church courts
there must be full and consistent labor performed as
required in the church laws and rules governing, and
no action can proper‘lig be maintained against a mem-
ber where due and diligent Iabor has not first been
performed on the part of those whose duty it is under
the law to do this work. In case a member should
put himself out of the way of labor, making efforts to
evade the officers so that labor can not be performed,
or should he persistently decline to receive and hear
the officers, whose duty it is under the law to perform
this labor, then such action and refusal to hear on
the part of the member may be shown in justification
of the procedure against him; otherwise the basis of
the action is the performance of kindly, diligent, and
brotherly labor, for the purpose of, in good faith, re-
claiming the member.

2. Afver the full performance of labor referred to in
the preceding paragraph, and in case where members
refuse to hear either the party offended or the officers
who have performed the work of labor, it is proper for
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either the party offended, or the officers, to enter a com-
plaint against such member, a copy of which shall be
given to the member before the same goes before the
church, and then presented to the officers of the branch
or district or other division of church work, whose duty
it is to act in such matters, as provided in the Serip-
tures and outlined in the church Rules of Order.

3. The Complaint: No particular form is necessary
to the validity of the complaint. There should, how-
ever, be such a direct and simple statement of the mat-
ter as will disclose to the comprehension of one reading
it the nature of the grievance, timc and place of the
offense, and refusal of the accused to make restitution;
also setting forth the privilege of the accused to make
reconciliation before the appointment of the court for
the trial of the case, if he desires to do so. No evidence
should be set forth in the complaint, neither any unnec-
essary threat or charges, or imputations not properly a
part of the complaint.

4. Service: Service of the complaint is properly made
upon the accused by handing him or her a copy, or if
this can not be done, leaving at the usual place of resi-
dence with a member of the family over eight years of
age; or if this can not be done, service may be had by
sending a registered letter containing copy of com-
plaint, in which case the return of the card attached
will be evidence of service,

5. Who May Appecint It: Members of the First
Presidency and the Twelve; high priests, seventies, and
elders, when traveling in missions, or in localities where
no organization, branch or district, has been perfected;
presidents of districts, and presidents of branches,
branches, and conferences have power to appoint elders’
courts, according to the nature of the complaint, the
time, and the emergency of the case. A branch or con-
ference at any business meeting may appoint a court by
nomination from the members confirmed by vote, or by
vote authorizing the presiding officer to name the elders
who shall compose the court. In no case, whatever,
should any officer appoint a court to try a case in which
he is to be a party, either as complainant or defendant,
or in the issue of which he is directly a party in interest.

6. Court to Appoint Time and Place of Meeting: An
elders’ court is a court of inguiry; and when appointed,
has the right to appoint the time when, and the place
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where, it will sit to hear the case (provided that such
time and place do not materially injure either party to
the case) ; due notice of which time and place shall be
given to all persons who are expected to be present at
the hearing of the case.

7. When it shall be determined to call an offending
member before a court of the church, the branch or
officer appointing the court shall cause the charge or
charges made against the accused in writing, to be
prepared, stating definitely and specifically what the
offense is charged to be, a copy of which shall be fur-
nished the accused, if practicable, so that he may, if he
so desires, make settlement of the difficulty by recon-
ciliation or otherwise, and avoid further action; this
copy may be given to the accused by any teacher, or
deacon, or member in the absence of said officer, or if
left at his usual place of residence with a member of
his family over eight years of age, it shall be held as
given to him. TUpon the failure of the accused to make
restitution, or explanation, the court shall pe appointed,
and shall proceed to examine and try the cause upon
the charge, the original of which, or a copy thereof,
shall be furnished them by the party appointing them;
they shall also give due notice to all parties of time and
place, when and where the trial shall be had as pro-
vided in Book of Rules. Where in cases persons can
not meet together by reason of great distance between
them of travel or other cbstacle over which they have
no control, and which is sufficient to prevent meeting
in person, the work toward reconciliation and labor re-
ferred to herein may be done by written correspondence
between the parties.

8. Objections Before Trial Begins: In case the de-
fendant is not satisfied with the court as selected, he
must file his objections and the nature of the same with
the court, prior to its entering upon the hearing of the
case. Unless such objections are entered at the begin-
ning of the trial, they will be presumed to have been
waived. Upon the filing of such objections it will be
for the court to decide whether the objections are well
taken, and sufficiently pertinent as to require a new
court. Should the court decide that the objections are
not well taken, it will proceed with the trial as though
no objections had heen offered, and in such cases the
remedy for the defendant, if he has any, would be to
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present his objections on appeal before the appellate
court.

9. Minutes of Meeting: The court should keep a full
and complete memoranda of its proceedings, and while
an oversight or omission to take note of minor matters,
such as engaging in prayer or the time of adjournment,
would not be fatal error, yet oftentimes a number of
these omissions would help to invalidate to some extent
the correctness of the procedure and work of the court.

10. Due Notice Before Trial: Upon the assembling
of the court to hear the complaint against any member,
it is necessary in order that the court may authorita-
tively proceed, to have a proper notice of the service of
the complaint upon the defendant, in its hands. In case
that due notice is not placed in the hands of the court
that the defendant has been served with the complaint,
and also as to the time and place of trial, it would be
improver for the court to proceed to hear the case or
any part of the same.

Should the defendant have placed himself beyond the
reach of notice and purposely avoided the service of
the notice in order to defeat the hearing of the case,
this may be shown by proper evidence, in which case
it would be proper for the court fo proceed as though
the defendant had been regularly served. Service of
notice upon defendants or upon withesses may be duly
shown by the one performing such work making due
return of the same, and a number of returns of service
may be made upon the same sheet.

11. Service, Witnesses: Service of notice upon wit-
nesses to take depositions before any court should be
made in a similar manner as that of summoning wit-
nesses to appear before the court to give testimony in
a case.

12. Depositions: No court or officer can take a depo-
sition for any party to use in any case, where the
adverse party has not dne notice of the time and place
of the taking of such deposition, and permitted to be
present and cross-examine if he desires to do so, unless
a deposition is taken upon written interrogatories, a
copy of which must be placed in the hands of the ad-
verse party, and he given the privilege of filing cross-
interrogatories before the time of taking of the deposi-
tion. Affidavits or ex parte statements in writing can
net be introduced as proper testimony upon the trial of
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a case. Every party to a case is entitied to be con-
fronted by the witnesses, and should be privileged to do
so at the time the deposition or writing is made, or
before the court.

13. New Trial or Rehearing: In case that any party
is dissatisfied with the decision of the court, he may
move for new trial or rehearing of the case at the time,
and if the motion is overruled by the court, give notice
of appeal at the time, or within sixty days. If notice
of such appeal from the decision is given at the time, it
should appear as a part of the record in the case,

14. Appeal: Appeals from elders’ courts are taken
direct to the bishop’s court within the distriet or stake
where the case is tried, if there is such existing bishop’s
court.  In case there should not be a bishop’s court
within the district or stake to which an appeal can be
had, appeals may be taken to the Presiding Bishop’s
Court of the church. )

In case an appeal is taken to the bishop’s court in
any district or stake, and it is found that by reason of
any direct interest or relationship of the partiés that
such bishop’s court should not hear the case, such case
should be taken directly to the Presiding Bishop’s Court,
unless the case is within a stake, in which case the cause
would go before the high council of the stake if there
be such council,

15, Evidence in Writing: Evidence given before the
elders’ court should be reduced to writing, and unless it
is taken by a stenographer verbatim, it should be read
over to the witnesses, and signed by them in the pres-
ence of the court.

16. Appeal: Notice of appeal from the findings of
the elders’ court, if not given at the time the decision is
had, should be served upon the judges or the presiding
officer of the branch or other body, and filed with the
bishop to which the appeal is taken. Notice of appeal
from the bishop’s court to the High Council should be
served upon such bishop, and also filed with the Presi-
dent of the Church.

17. Findings Where Reported: When the court has
heard the case as provided in the preceding rules, it is
proper that it should at once make up its findings, and
hand these to the president of the branch or officer in
charge, and also to present a copy of findings to the
defendant in the case,
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It is the duty of the president of the branch or what-
ever officers having in charge the findings duly reported
by the elders’ court, to call a business meeting of the
branch, or other body, at the earliest time practicable
thereafter, and present the findings for the action of
such body.

18. Proper. Action Upon the Findings of the Court:
Upon presentation to the branch, or other body, of the
findings of any court authorized to try any cause of
action, it is the duty of such branch, or body, to sus-
tain the findings of the court until such time as the
parties to the action shall appeal, if they desire to do
so, to a higher court and the action shall be reversed.
It must not be overlooked that the court is a creature
of the body, the church, as the courts of the land are
creatures of the Government or citizens under the laws
of the land; and while a court may not bring in such
decision as shall please the people, since the people are
not authorized to judge, except through proper chosen
judges for this purpose, the remedy, if there is anv dis-
satisfaction, must be upon appeal o the superior court.
Any other method to overturn the decision of the court,
except that provided in the law, is outside of the law,
and would bring disorder and anarchy instead of good
to the body.

19. Action of the Branch Upon the Findings: The
branch, or other body, upon the presentation of the
findings of an elders’ court should at once sustain the
findings, always with the permission to any party in
interest to seek his redress before the higher court by
appeal,if he is still persistent that he has been wronged.
Jntil the branch so sustains the findings of the elders’
court, the party dissatisfied is left powerless to move,
He must appeal from the findings of the court and the
action of the branch thereon, and if there is no action
sustaining the court it places the party at a disad-
vantage, as he can not appeal and seek the redress
which he claims is his due,

20. Action of Officers and Court: It is the duty of
the officers of the church in any case which may be tried
by a court, and alse the duty of each member of the
court, to assist either party in every way practicable
to.appeal his case, and to help him to make up the rec-
ord in such a way that he may have the full advantage
of the same. Any officer or member of the court who
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refuses to assist a party aggrieved in a case to bring
it before a superior tribunal, will show an unbrotherly
act and reflect discredit upon his own work.

21. Procedure upon Appeal: When a case is prop-
erly filed and tried in the appellate court and decision
is had thereon, either confirming or reversing the de-
cision of the court below, it is proper for such appellate
court to return its findings and decision to the president
of the branch, or other body, from which the appeal was
taken. Upon receipt of this decision of the appellate
court the president of such body must bring the same
before the members in a duly authorized business meet-
ing for the approval of the same, and it ic the duty of
the members to approve the findings of the appellate
court as promptly as they approved the findings of the
lower court. In case that further appeal is desired by
either of the parties to the suit, it is proper for the
appellate court to forward all papers and a record of
the proceedings in that court, to the higher tribunal, in
like manner as is provided for appeals from the elders’
to bishop’s courts.

FORMS.

No.1 A
COMPLAINT, (Between Two Members)
(place and date)
Complainant
VS.
Defendant
To Elder

President of
Dear Brother:

It is with sincere regret that I find it necessary to
make complaint against- ————————— for unchris-
tianlike conduct in this:

1. (Here set forth complaint.)
2.
1 have visited

on in an
(defendant) (dates)

effort to effect a reconciliation, but without: avail; and
again on the day of — T visited him (her) in
company with — and but was un-
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able on any of these occasions to effect a reconciliation.

I therefore respectfully request that you appoint
an Elders’ Court to ascertain the truth of the matter
and effect a reconciliation if possible, and to take what
action may be necessary to protect the interests of the
Church.

Trustmg that right and truth may prevail,
I am, very respectfully,

No. 1 B,
COMPLAINT, (By Teacher)
(place and date)
vs.
To Elder

President of
Dear Brother:

It is with sincere regret that I find it necessary to
make complaint against ——————— for unchristian-
like conduct in this:

1. (Set out complaint.)

SPECIFICATIONS.
2. .
In company with Brother —————— we visited
on the ——— day of ————— and on
) (\Iame of accused)
" the —~———— day of ————— in an effort to ascertain
the truth and to effect a correction of the wrong, and
reclaim, if possible. Our earnest efforts in this direc-
tion bemg without avail, we respectfully request that
you appoint an Elders’ Court to ascertain the truth of
these charges and reclaim our —————— if possible,
(brother or sister)
and to take the necessary action to protect the interests
of the church,
Trusting that right and truth may prevail, we are,
Respectfully yours,
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No. 2.
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT.

Dear :
The inclosed is copy of complaint filed with me.
I trust you may be able to adjust this matter satisfaec-
torily to all concerned without the need of an Elders’
Court. If, however, I do not hear from you within ten
days of service of this notice it will become my duty tow
appoint a Court of Elders.

If you are not able to adjust this matter within
the above time, but believe you will be able to do so, a
reasonable extension of time will be given for that pur-
pose before appointment of Court.

Trusting you may be able to effect a full recon-
ciliation, I am,

Your brother,

[Attach Copy of No. 1.]

No. 3. .
APPOINTMENT OF COURT.

Vs, -

Kider

Dear Brother:
You have been appointed, together with Elders
and , to sit as a Court of Elders
in a case in which ————  ig complainant and
————— is defendant.

Please try to meet with your associates as soon as
practicable for organization, and fo determine time and
place of sittings of Court, of which you will kmdly glve‘
all parties and W1tnesses due notice.

Your brother,
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No. 4.
: RETURN OF SERVICE.
~ (With No. 2 and No. 3.)

V8.

(place and date)
the within paper,

I do hereby certify that a cop
by me served on

consmtmg of

y
(state manner of service)
9,

on thig™ day of A. D1
. (state office, if any)
No. 5.
’ ~ ANSWER OF DEFENDANT.
Vvs.
Elder

Chairman,
Dear Brother:
In answer to complaint filed against me I deny each

and every allegation.
Trusting that truth may prevail,

Respectfully yours
No. 5 A,
_ ANSWER OF DEFENDANT. (Avoidance)
vs.
Elder

Chairman,
Dear Brother:
In answer to the above charge 1 desire to sbate the
following facts, which I believe exonerate me.

Desn’mg that right and truth may prevail, 1 am,
Your brother,

Witnesses:
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No. 5 B. (Cross Complaint.)
ANSWER OF DEFENDANT,

vs.

Elder-
Chairman,
Dear Brother: -
In the above case I not only desire to deny the
charges against myself, so far as they attempt to show
me guilty of any offense, but I also desire to set forth
the following facts, which I believe not only exonerate
and excuse me, but for.. just cause of complaint against
said—————-———, complainant herein.
I therefore desire to charge him (or her) with un-
christianlike conduct as follows:
Respectfully yours,

No. 6. :
: OBJECTION TO COURT.

vs.

Elder
Chairman,
Dear Brother:
I object to the Court appomted to sit in the above
case for the following reasons:
Respectfully submitted,

No. 7.
: NOTICE OF TIME AND PLACE OF TRIAL.

V8.

Please take notice that the hearing in the above
case is set for the hour of —, . m., on the
dayof —————— A. D, 19— at ——

(place)
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where we shall expect you to attend promptly and tes-
‘tify to the truth, as it becomes all good Latter Day
Saints to do. A failure to appear, without-proper ex-
cuse, will render you liable for unchristianlike conduct.
(Sectlon 153, Rules of Order and Debate.)

Very respectfully,

Secretary of the Court.

No. 8. : :
MINUTES OF ELDERS’ COURT.
VS.
Elders , and — having
been appointed by —————— Branch or District

(see letter attached Exhibit-A-) a Court of Elders in
the above-named case, met on the day of
A, D, 19—, at , beginning at the hour of
a. m. (or p. m.) Meeting was called to order and
opened with prayer by Elder The
Court then proceeded to organize by choosmg Elder
as Chairman and —————— as Clerk.
After consultation it was determined that the Court
should sit at ————— on the day of
A. D., 19—, beginning at ————— a. m. (p. m.)
The Clerk was directed to send notices of time and
place of trial to the following named persons:

_on the part of the Complainant, and -
on the part of the Defendant
Meeting dismissed with prayer by ——— o,

Clerk.

) (place and date)
At the hour of a. m. (or p. m.) the Court
was called to order by Elder ——n—,
Prayer was offered by ——m8M8 ——.
There were present of Court Elders
for parties and as Counsel
and and as Counsel.
The Clerk reported service as shown, Exhibits B.
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He was not able, however, to serve the following per-
sons as yet, for reasons given:
The complaint. and answer were read and brief
statements made by and . Elder
talked with the pa1t1es and suggested a
season of prayer, and finally at his suggestion an ad-
journment was taken until the day of
A. D, 19—, at ————— a. m, (or p. m.) to permit
parties to confer together in an effort to settle their
difficulties, -

Dismissed with prayér by

Clerk. -

(place and date)
Court called to order by Elder ——M8 ——,

(If settlement effected, only necessary -to enter:
“Settlement having been effected by parties, the case
was dismissed on motion of Complainant” or “by mutual
agreement of parties”; otherwise, .continued.)

There were present for the Court, Elders
for parties and as Counsel
and and as Counsel.

The parties announcing themselves ready for trial,
the following witnesses were introduced on behalf of
the complainant:

Exhibits C, D, E, F, and G, were introduced as
indicated. Deposxtlons of
were also presented by Complainant.

On the part of the Defendant the following Wxt-
nesses were. heard and Exhibits H, I, J, K, and L, in--
troduced, also depositions of
{See stenographer s notes or minutes of evidence.)

It was decided to allow each side to speak ~———ie
minutes; the Complamant to open and close, but to ase
no new argument in coficlusion.

opened fo¥ Complainant,
followed for Defendant, and
closed. .

Adjourned at call of Chair with prayer b+

Clerk,

(place and date)
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Opened with prayer by ——————————, Present of
Court, Elders

After consideration of all the issues the Court gave
the following decision (see attached), a copy of which
was directed to be sent to each of the parties.

Dismissed with prayer by

Clerk.

"No. 9.
DECISION OF ELDERS’ COURT.

vs.

In the above case, after careful consideration of all
the evidence produced we find the facts to be:

The court finds as follows:

1-Count, 1 of Complaint

Count, 2 of Complaint

Ete., ete.

Count 1 of Cross Complaint

Ete., ete.
And our recommendation is

Neo. 10, .
CERTIFICATE TO DECISION AND RECORD.
vs.
Elder

President of
Dear Brother:

This is to certify that the atbtached are all the
papers in the above case, that we have examined the
same, that it is a full and complete record, that all
originals are so marked, and those marked “copy” are
fair and true copies.
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No. 11.
DEFENSE OF LIMITATION.

vs.
Elder

Dear Brother:

In answer to the above charge my defense is that
more than one year has elapsed since the offense was
known to have been committed; nor is it a case of felony,
where the law of the land provides a longer period;
nor such a felony, where the statute of limitation does
not run. :

It is a matter of the past, which is regrettable, and
I trust so to live for the future at least that no one will
be able to Justly so charge me.

Respectfully yours,

No. 12.

7 NOTICE TO TAKE DEPOSITIONS. -

VS.
To oo (party of record)

. Dear —r—
Please take notice that depositions in the above case

will be taken before Elder at in the
city of ~————— on the - day of A. D,

19—, beginning at the hour of a. m. (or p. m)
Said depositions. to be used on the part of the ———
‘At which time you may be present to cross- examine.

. Respectfully yours,

Copy of the above paper served on -
by ————.
{state manner of service)
This ~————— day of ———— 19—,
(state office, if any)
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GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS 195

Ne. 13.
. CAPTION AND MINUTES OF DEPOSITIONS.

Before
Vs.

In accordance with the attached Notice to Take
Déepositions in the above case, witnesses were produced
and examined on the day of . D, - .
between the hours of and of that day, at
—s—————— before Elders
actmg as a Court of Inquiry for the taking of deposi-
tions in the above case to be used in said case before
———————— on the part of ‘

There were present, of this Court:

For the Complainant:

For the Defendant:

The session was opened with prayer by —————,

The Court was then organized by the selection of
— ————— to act as Clerk.

Thereupon the following witnesses were examined:

Clerk.

No. 14, :
CERTIFICATE TQ DEPOSITIONS.

V8.

We do hereby certify that in accordance with the
attached notice depositions were taken in-the above case
at between the hours of and at
——— at which time and place the following
named witnesses were produced and examined:

The examination of witnesses not being completed
at that time the Court adjourned to ——————— between

(date)
the hours of —— and ——, at the same place, where-
upon the following named witnesses were produced and
examined:

The depositions of each of the above witnesses was
reduced to writing, read over to him and signed by sald .
witness. There are herewith returned all of said origi-
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nal signed depositions, with record of minutes and all
exhibits and documents produced in taking said depo-
sitions. And we do hereby certify to the above that the
inclosed papers are a correct and true record of all our
proceedings.

No. 15.
MOTION FOR NEW TRiIAL.

V8.

Elder

President of
Dear Brother:

In the above entitled case I respectfully ask a new
trial ‘and that a proper Elders’ Court be appointed to
rehear this case, for the following reasons:

And because of said facts above set forth, justice
was not done in said case. For which reasons I most
urgently and respectfully request a new trial or rehear-
ing. Sincerely yours,

No. 16.
NOTICE OF APPEAL TO. BISHOP’S COURT.

Vs,

Please take notice that I appeal from the findings
of the Elders’ Court in the above case to the Bishop’s
Court.

I therefore respectfully request that all papers;
pleadings, depositions, exhibits, and documents in said
case be forwarded to Bishop —————————, at the earliest
time practicable.
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No. 17. ’
APPEAL FROM' ELDERS’ COURT TO BISHOP’S COURT.

V8.
Bishop —————;

Dear Brother:

In the above entitled case in which I was the
of record I have appealed from the findings of the El-
ders’ Court, for the following reasons:

Wheretore I do respectfully ask of you a rehear-
ing of said case and that the judgment therein may
be reversed and corrected.

No. 18. .
’ CERTIFICATE OF BISHOP’S COURT.

V8.

We. do hereby certify that the inclosed includes all
papers and documents sent us from the Elders’ Court
or on their behalf; also all pleadings, papers and docu-
ments filed before us in this case, including a true copy
of the minutes of our proceedings and our decision.

Your brethren in gospel bonds,

No. 19.
NOTICE OF APPEAL TO HIGH COUNCIL.

vs.
Bishop —————,

Dear Brother:
Please take notlce that I have taken an appeal from
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the decision of the Court over which you presided in the
above case, to the High Council. You are  therefore
respectfully requested within six months from the date
of your decision therein, to file with the First Presi-
dency a certified copy of all documents and papers in
said case, together with copy of your minutes and de-
cision.

No. 20.
APPEAL TO HIGH COUNCIL.

vs.

To the First Presidency of the Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,
Dear Brethren,

I desire to appeal from the dec1s10n of the Bishop’s
Court in the above case and ask a rehearing before the
High Council for the following reasons:

For which reasons I believe this is such a case as .~
should be considered by the High Council, and respect-
fully ask that you grant me such hearmg and appeal.

No. 21. ; ;
SUBP(ENA BEFORE HIGH COUNCIL.

Vs.

To ———,
Dear Brother:

Please take notice that the above case comes up for
hearing at the next sitting of the High Council, begin-
ning on the ———-—— day of ———— A, D,, e
beginning at the hour of m. at at
which time and place we shall expect you to attend and
testify to the truth in said case, as thus it becomes all
good Latter Day Saints to do. A failure to appear will®
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render you liable for unchristianlike conduct (Sec.
158, Rules of Order and Debate.) g
Your brother in Christ,
Secretary of the First Presidency.

Should this report meet with your approval, your com-
mittee recommends that it be published in the form of
pamphlet of instruction for the use of branches and dis-

“tricts and others who may desire them. We further
recommend that the Board of Publication be requested
to print at as early a date as practicable a sufficient
number of blank forms in accordance with those adopted
to be kept on sale, and to be supplied upon requisite
demand to branches, districts, and courts of elders where
procedure in -cases of misdemeanor may be requ:red

Adopted April 7, 1909,

No. 609. Whereas, by concurrent action: of the
Florida, Mobile, and Alabama districts, subject to in-
dorsement of this body, the boundary lines were so
changed as to make Santa Rosa and Escambia counties
in Florida and Escambia County in Alabama constitute
the Florida District, the General Conference is hereby
requested to approve said action.

No. 610. That the following counties compose the

_ Portland District: Lane, Linn, Benton, Lincoln, Polk,
Marion, Clackamas, Yamhlll Tillamook, Washington, -
Multinomah, Columbia, and Clatsop counties in Oregon,
and Clarke and Skamania counties in Washington. All
the balance of Oregon outside of the Southwestern
Oregon District be declared unorganized territory.

No. 611. That the Central California District be
declared disorganized, and that the southern line of
Inyo, Tulare, Kings, and Monterey counties be declared
the southern boundary line of the Northern California
Distriet.

No. 612. The final report of the committee appointed
to provide for a new edition to the Book of Mormon,
was adopted. See preface to said book.

No. 613, ¥F. M. Smith, Heman C.- Smith, and R. 8.
Salyards were appointed a commlttee to prov1de a con-
cordance to the Book of Mormon, ‘with power to em-
ploy suitable subsidiary help.” _

No. 614. That the rules and orders of the Book of

www.LatterDayTruth.org



200 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS

Rules may be amended at any General Annual Confer-
ence; provided that at least sixty days’ notice of the
effort to amend in manner and form be previously given
in the Saints’ Herald, the official organ of the church;
before the opening day of such session, the same to be
inserted, when adopted, at the close of chapter 16, page
111, of Book of Rules and to apply to all parts of the
book except the Articles of Incorporation, a rule for the
amendment of which is found in the articles themselves.

Adopted April 9, 1909,

No. 615. That the statistical blank forms and the
records used in connection with the reports made to
the recording department be amended to provide for the
names of counties.

No. 616.. We recommend the organization of a dis-
trict to be known as the Saskatchewan District, com-
prising the provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta, but
recommend that the name be the Saskatchewan District
instead of Saskatoon, as suggested by the petitioners.

We also recommend that a district be organized com-
prising the province of Manitoba, to be known as the
Winnipeg District.

We also approve of the recommendatlon for the divi-
sion of the London District in Ontario. We recommend
that the new district be formed of the counties east of
a line running from Xincardine, on Lake Huron, to
the city of Hamilton, on Lake Ontario, and from there
to Dunnville, on' Mohawk Bay, Lake Erie, this district.
to be known as the Toronto District. This will leave
the boundaries of the London District on the west as
they have always been,.extending from Grand Bend
on Lake Huron to Port Stanley on Lake Erie, and from
Kincardine on the west to Dunnville on Mohawk Bay.

(The map prepared by the committee shows the fol-
lowing places, islands, etc., in Canadian territory, to be
included in the Toronto District; Sault Ste. Marie, Saint
Joseph Island, Cockburn Island and the islands which
include Sﬂverwater, Slash, Mamtowamng, Saint Ed-
munds, Indian Reserve, Tobermory, Stokes Bay, Colpoys
Bay, Wiarton; also Wolford Station on the north shore
of the N1pp1ssmg District.—Secretary,)

No. 617. That the First Presidency be authorized to
appomt a committee on credentials prior to the conven-
ing of General Conference.
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Adopted April 14, 1909.

~ No. 618. Pres. Joseph Smith returned to the body a
gavel presented to him by the Saints of Texas about
thirty years previous. The following was then adopted:
That this body extend to the presiding officer, Pres.
Joseph Smith, who so long and faithfully has served
them, their special thanks, and as a remembrance of the
act of this day that the gavel be placed in the archives
of the church under the direction of the Presidency.

No. 619. Whereas, there are a number of relics left
by Joseph Smith the Martyr which are of historic in-
terest and value to the church,

Resolved, That the Presidency, the Historian, -and
the Bishop be authorized to make provision for the col-
lection and presérvation of such in the archives of the
church. ; ‘

No. 620. That the Board of Auditors and the Board of
Publication as.soon as practicable for them take a com-
plete inventory upon the basis of the cost of the books
of the office, which shall for the future so long as is
desirable form a basis of invoices for the publishing
houses. .

No. 621. We recommend that three districts be cre-
ated in the State [Oklahoma] as petitioned for. The
division lines running through the State from north to
south line—on the 96th and 98th meridians respectively,
making three districts of said State, to be known as
Eastern, Central, and Western Oklahoma districts.

We further recommend that the counties of Ottawa,
Craig, Nowata, Mays, Washington, Rogers, and Dela-
ware in northeastern Oklahoma, which now belong to the
Spring River District, still remain attached to that
district, and that the southern and eastern boundary of
the said Eastern Oklahoma District, be the same as that
of the Choctaw and Northeastern Texas District.

Adopted April 15, 1909.

No. 622. Te the General Conference Assembled;
Greeting: I am authorized by the Quorum of Twelve
tc report to you as follows, on the petition from the
Central California District asking that we send out
missionaries two and two: .

We respectfully call your attention to the following
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from the First Presidency which was adopted by the
Twelve:

“Brethren: In the matter of question touching ‘the
revelation of 1863, in which it is stated that in sending
the gospel to the nations it is expedient that the elders
be sent ‘two by two’ it is our understanding that refers
to missions taken into foreign lands, or into fields not
previously occupied, or organized into districts or mis-
sionary fields; and that it does not necessarily apply to
the mission fields as now organized in the United States
and Territories, except it might be in entirely new and
large districts. .

“Signed,” )
“JOSEPH SMITH,
“W. W. BLAIR,
“April, 1891.” :

The following resolution was adopted later on:

“Whereas the Lord has on different occasions directed
that we should send our missionaries forth two and two,
therefore be it i

“Resolved, That henceforth we comply with said re-
quirement so far as practicable.”—April, 1891. )

Again in April, 1907, the following was passed by the
quorum:

“Resolved, That we agree to send our men (doing mis-
sionary labor) two by two.”

The quorum has adhered to these rulés so far as prae-
tical under the circumstances and conditions governing.
: Respectfully submitted,

FREDERICK. A. SMmITH,
Secretary of the Twelve.

No. 623. The following was referred to the First
Presidency and the Board of Publication for disposition,
report, or otherwise:

Whereas, There is a marked difference between sec-
tion 22 (Doctrine and Covenants) and the veérsion of
the same revelation as found in preface to the Holy
Scriptures, . ‘

Resolved, That the Board of Publication be instructed

in future editions of the Doctrine and Covenants to
“make it conform to the revelation as published in the
“preface of the Holy Scriptures, and that a sufficient
“number of duplicate copies be printed to permit of in-
gertion in books now in use. -
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fIn 1910 the committee reported that section 22 as
published in the Holy Secriptures, which was the version
of the original manuscript, had been ordered inserted in
the Doctrine and Covenants.—Compiler.]

Adopted Aprd 16, 1909,

No. 624. We, your committee to whom was referred
the petition of the brother whose advertisement was.
denied publication in the Herald and Ensign by confer-

. ence action of 1905, report:

We have given this matter careful consideration and
our examination of the resolution complained of leads
us to the belief that the case in question did not warrant
the severe criticism embodied in the resolution; and in
view of this fact, we would recommend that the petition
be received and referred to the Board of Publication
with power to act. .

No. 625. In view of the fact that there are some
typographical and clerical errors in the présent edition
of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, -

Resolved, That a committee consisting of the First
Presidency, Quorum of Twelve, and Board of Publica-
tion be authorized to take this matter under considera-
tion, appoint a committee from their number to re-
versify and proof read an authorized edition of the book.

No. 626. That a committee of -three be appointed to
draft a certificate form for use in connection with the
blessing of children.

No. 627. There is a growing demand for a teacher’s
edition of the Inspired Translation of the Bible, and we
recommend that steps be taken that this work be gotten
under way. It can not be completed short of two or
three years, and an expense of about six thousand dol-
lars will be incurred before a copy can be sold.

(The foregoing from the Board of Publication was
approved and said Board authorized to act.)

No. 628, That it is recognized by this body that the
auditors or any other committees in their work in the
examination of others’ work connected with the church,
if they find anything that they think is improper, or not
understood, they first submit the matter to the one
having the work in charge, before reporting it else-
where.
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Adopted April 17, 1909.

No. 629. That in the future finished merchandise
[Board of Publication stock] be invoiced at thirty-three
and one -third per cent less than the regular selling
price; that machinery and plates be invoiced at a dis-
count of ten per cent per annum; that buildings, power

_plant, and electric light line be invoiced at a discount
of one and one half per cent per annum; that unfinished
books in forms or sewed be invoiced at fifty per cent of
standard selling price for cloth bindings. . . . S

Adopted April 19, 1909.

No. 630. The chairman of the committee to which
was referred the question of incorporation of the church
in Canada, reported that it was not considered necessary
to incorporate in the Dominion. . The committee-was

discharged.
o Adopted April 20, 1909.
No. 631. - Two revelations, dated April 18, 1909, were -

adopted.
: Adopted April 21, 1909.

No. 632. The committee on locating and establishing
a Children’s Home have held three meetings since the
opening of -conference and have given careful- and
prayerful consideration to several propositions made for
the location of a home. On the morning of the 21st
instant a majority of the committee met and accepted
the proposition of Sr. Anna Dancer for eighteen acres
of land lying just west of the church at Lamoni, Iowa.

It is the purpose of the committee to.-secure plans and
begin the erection of a suitable building:at the very
earliest date practicable. The land is nicely located for
such a home and the committee are pleased that they
were able to secure such a satisfactory location.

No. 633. That the Bishopric be directed and author-
ized to proceed in harmony with section 9 of the revela-
tion to the eldership. . :

Adopted April 6, 1910.

No. 634, Whereas, Pres. Joseph Smith was ordained
president of the High Priesthood, at Amboy, Illinois,
April 6, 1860—fifty years.ago to-day; and, o

Whereas, under his administration, supported by .the
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faithful ministry and loyal membership, the faith of the
church has been vindicated, the confidence of the people
restored, the work honored and extended at home and
abroad,

Resolved, That in connection with the celebration of
this semicentennary jubilee anniversary we commend
the administration of President Smith and express our
continued confidence in his integrity.

Resolved further, That we commend his spirit of
Christlike service in the interests of the work and of the
people of God; that we pledge him our continued sup-
port in the further performance of his duty; praying
that God may bless him with that measure of health and
grace that shall qualify him to continue in the adminis-
- tration of his important office until in the wisdom of God
his labor shall be full and complete. '

Adopted April 8, 1910.

No. 635. A petition: requesting the erection of a:
chapel at Salt Lake City, Utah, was referred to the
Presidency, Twelve, and Bishopric, with power to act.

No. 636. We your committee re Winnipeg and Sas-
katchewan district boundary lines, recommend that it
be arranged as per petition of the Winnipeg District
conference: At range two west of second meridian. )

No. 637. Petition for the organization of a district in .
New York: That we recommend that said district be
organized, and that it consist of all the State of New
York not now included in organized territory, and that
instead of being known as the Western New York Dis-
triet, it be named, “New York Distriet.”

No. 638. To the General Conference; Greeting: At
the conference of 1907, on April 6 and 15, there was be-
fore the conference a matier from the Kewanee District
making inquiry concerning the method of selecting and
appointing high priests. This matter was referred to
the First Presidency, and the Presidency asked for fur-
ther time than was possible to give to 'his matter at the
time. I am instructed to advise you that the Presidency
had had this matter under eonsideration and we hereby:
report: -

%Ve find that the ordination of high priests is to be
by direction of a high council (either a stake high council
or the Standing High Council) or the General Conferenceé
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(see section 17, paragraph 17, Book of Covenants; also”
section 120, paragraph 2).. The call of high priests is
the same as provided for others; that is, by revelation,
as see Hebrews 5:4. But we find no direction in the
revelations and rules of the church determining the man--
ner in which the call and recommendation for ordina-
tion are to be made. ‘

It is our opinion that nominations for ordination of
high priests may be made by the First Presidency, the
Twelve, or the Quorum of High Priests.

Recommendations of persons to be chosen as high
priests may be made by branch, district, or stake, such
recommendations to be presented by the district or stake
president to the missionary in charge, and by him to the
Presidency for consideration and presentation to the
General Conference or High Councili

Inasmuch as high priests are especially designated as
standing ministers to the church under the direct over-
sight of the First Presidency (Doctrine and Covenants
122: 8, 9, all nominations for ordination should be sub-
mitted to the First Presidency before said nominations
are presented to the General Conference or High Coun-
cil. Respectfully submitted,

FREDERICK M. SMITH,

: Secretary Presidency.

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, April 1, 1910. '

Adopted April 11,1910,

No. 639. “We your committee appointed to consider a
petition from the Massachusetts District relative to pro-
viding spaces on the branch statistical report blanks
[“for-town, county, and state in the recording of mar-
riages”], beg leave to recommend that the Board of Pub-
lication be requested to provide suuch spaces on future:
issues of said blanks,

No. 640. Whereas, courtesy and justice, as well as the
rules of the church require that petitions addressed to
the body receive recognition from the body; and, ]

Whereas, the reading of them often consumes time
without profit;

Resolved, That the president of the conference be
authorized to announce to the body the nature of such
petitions and if no objection is urged refer them to com-
mittees or quorums having jurisdiction without read-
ing.
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Be it further resolved, That all parties desiring a
petition for appointment of missionaries to be appointed -
to certain fields, are hereby earnest]l;y requested to ad-
dress such petitions directly to the First Presidency or
Quorum of Twelve, as addressing petitions to the con-
ference necessarily causes delay.

No. 641. That it is the sense of this body that a
juvenile history of the church be published as soon as

practicable. .
Adopted April 14, 1910.

No. 642, The proposition of the Board of Trustees
of Graceland College, to raise a permanent endowment
fund of $100,000, was referred to the Bishopric with
power to act.

Adopted April 14, 1910,

No. 643. That the north line of the Utah District be
changed to the north line of the Panhandle of Oneida
County, in Idaho, running east from the west-line of
Oneida County to the Wyoming State line, .

No. 644. That portion of the Presiding Bishop’s
report which referred to the erection of a church office
building was referred to the Presidency, Twelve, and
Bishopric with power to act.

Adopted April 15, 1910.

No. 645. Patriarch J. R. Lambert was appointed
president pro tem of the Order of Evangelists.

No. 646. We are of the opinion that no ordination to
any office in the priesthood shall obtain until the “eall”
has been approved by those holding Melchisedee priest-
_ hood and in authority, whether it be in stakes; districts,
or branches.

Adopted April 16, 1910.

No. 647. Whereas the church as a whole is anxious
to read of the actions of the General Conference through
the church papers; and whereas such report should be
accurate and complete in the main; therefore,

Resolved, That it is the sense of this body that all
reports and other documents be made in duplicate or
triplicate, as far as possible, so that the church press
may have access to the same without so much work
and delay.
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- No. 648. That we instruct the Board of Trustees of
Graceland College to procure a set of books and to
properly keep their accounts therein, that they may be
presented to the auditing committee when called upon.

No. 649. Various actions resulted in a reorganization
of the Board of Auditors, to consist of Robert Winning,
I A Smith, and G. W. Eastwood.

Adopted April-18, 1910.

No. 650. Joseph A, Tanner was appointed President
of the Quorum of High Priests, vice Frederick G.
Pitt, ordained an evangelical minister.

No. 651. Heman C. Smith was appointed “to have
general oversight of the Church Library.”

No. 652, To the General Conference: In the matter
of reference by the conference of 1909 to the Presidency,
Twelve, and Board of Publication, looking to reversi-
fying and correcting typographical and clerical. errors
in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, we have by
instruction of the committee to report that the body to
which this was referred met this moerning and after
consideration it was decided that under present circum-
stances it is unnecessary to reversify the Book of
Covenants. It was further decided that all clerical and
typographical errors be corrected under the supérvision
of the Presidency, the Board of Publication, and" the
Historian.

Respectfully submitted,
FREDERICK M. SMITH;
FREDERICK A. SmiITH,
Secretaries.
INDEPENDENCE, Missouri, April 18 1910.

No. 658, To the General Conference; Greeting: The
Joint Council of Presidency, Twelve, and Bishopric have
considered the document reférred to us, from the Zion’s
}lfe(lilglo-Literary Society, and the following action was-

a

“In the matter of reference to the Joint Courcil of.
Presidency and Twelve from the Religio Society con-
cerning the establishment of a ‘permanent translation
fund’ for translating the Book of Mormon into various
languages where demand méy exist for such transla- -
tion; we have to report: that owing te certain restric-
tions in the resolutions adopted by the convention
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looking to final control of the fund being held by the
executive of the Religio -Society, even to the directing
of the Board of Publication in issuing publication of
the Book of Mormon, thus setting aside the general
church authorities and the conference, and virtually
placing the Religio authorities over the general church
authorities, we therefore return the document to the
Religio Society with our disapproval.”
Respectfully submitted,
FREDERICK M. SMITH,
FREDERICK A. SMITH,
. Secretaries of the Council.

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, April 18, 1910.

No. 654. We your committee appointed to consider
the request of the Zion’s Religio-Literary Society with
reference to the Book of Mormon in German beg leave
to report as follows:

Whereas, it appears from the record submitted to
this committee that Zion’s Religio-Literary Society has
taken active steps to raise a fund for the translation
of the Book of Mormon into foreign languages; and,
= Whereas, said sociéty has deposited in the hands of
the Presiding Bishop the sum of $800 for the purpose
of guaranteeing the translation and publishing of the
Book of Mormon in the German language; and,

Whereas, the said society has declared by resolution
that it claims the right to direct, through its executive,
the Board of Publication in the issuing of books provided
for by this fund; ~nd,

Whereas, we think i: unwise for the Board of Pub-
lication to handle and become responsible for funds
not entirely under its control, and are of the opinion
that the church, through its authorized representatives,
should own and control all publications issued under
the authority of the church; therefore, ,

Resolved, That we recommend that unless Zion’s
Religio-Literary Society is willing to donate, without
reservation, for the purpose named, said society be
permitted to withdraw the amount of its funds now in
the hands of the Presiding Bishop.

F. M. SHEERHY,
J. A, BECKER.
F. B. Brair.
H. C. SmrrH.

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURL April 18, 1910,
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No. 6565. A concordance to the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants, prepared by Bishop Roderick May, offered
by him to the church for its publication and use, was
referred to the Presidency, to be referred to the Board
of Publication if approved by the Presidency.

No. 656. That the Presidency be authorized to fill
vacancies in the High Council, to act temporarily, that
cases before the council may be heard..

www.LatterDayTruth.org



INDEX

Numbers indicate number of resolution.

Aaronic priesthood, quorums in British Isles, 505.

Abstruse questions, 222,

Accepted as compliance with rule, 286.

“Address to the Saints,” 559.

Adultery cases, witnesses in, 343.

Advertisements in church papers, 561, 624.

Advertisements, objectionable, 561, 624,

Affirmative and negative votes, 329.

Against distinctions in church privileges, ete., 171.

Alabama District, 609.

Appeal to district conference, 125.

Appendix to Epistle of Twelve, 135, : .

Arch=ology, committee on, 385; map of ‘American, 403;
report of, 497, 517.

ArGticles of Incorporation, 148, 184, 248, 347, 855, 587,
- 614.

Assumption in teaching to be proceeded against, 15.

Auditing committee, 324; duties, powers, privileges of,
442, 519, 590, 591, 620, 628, 629; on Bishop’s accounts,
474, 590, 591, 649. :

- Autumn Leaves to be continued, 465; editors of, 465.
Baptism, children under eight ineligible, 552; for dead,
308; necessary to reentrance into church, 220.

Baptisms, administrators to go down into water, 73;
candidate and administrator both to go into the
water, 212; confirmations, ordinations, blessings in
distriet, to be reported to ensuing district conference,
131; wvalidity of, 71; void when not lawfully per-
formed, 73; words of law to be used, 48.

Basis of adjustment, Twelve and Bishopric, 330:

Bishop, 40, 102, 195; and Board of Publication, 225;
and funds, 100; and funds, repealed, 134; semi-
annual report of, 144; church property reported to -
be valued and deeded, 206; Kirtland Temple title,
194; not to publish names of poor, 112; of St. Louis
District, 105; on. special fund, 366; resolutions on
reporting of, repealed, 144; to accept Herald Office
subscriptions, 588; to call on branch presidents for
means, 47; to erect buildings for church uses, 533;
to furnish tracts. 315: to-present itemized repvorts

www.LatterDayTruth.org



212 ’ INDEX

of agents, 219; to publish quarterly report of
receipts and 1termzed disbursements, 112; to publish
report annually, 262; to report real estate, 200; to
secure Kirtland Temple property rights, 208. (See
Pres1d1ng Bishop.)

Bishop’s accounts, auditing of, 359, 515, 590, 591
agents’ reports to close December 31 annually, 436
agents to report to district conferences, reports
audited, 81; books and accounts, instructions con-
cerning, 474, 515, 590, 591; itemized report, publi-
cation continued, 446; office, auditing of, 442; office
to be audited before General Conference, 442, 590,
591; recommendations adopted, 436, 437, 438; reports
to be audited by April 1, 436; report to close Decem-
ber 31 annually, 436; summary statement to be pub-
lished before General Conferences, 591.

Bishops and agents responsible to Bishop, 81; and
counselors ordained by Presidency, 492; appomt—
ment of, 490; not to take accounts from elders ex-
pending tithes unless elders so cauthorized, 123;
ordination of by . Presidency, 491, 492; to collect
means, 65; to select counselors, 492,

Bishoprie, 179; added -office facilities for, 488; and
Twelve, to regulate issue of tracts in Scandinavian
and German, 236; to proceed according to revelation
of 1909, 633; college finances referred to, 642; efforts
to teach temporal law ecommended, 559 on -college
debt, 485; on quorum organizations, 311, 505 Temple
Lot suit, 389; to appoint Board of Managers for
Saints’ Homes, 603; to liquidate college debt, 482,
484; to perfect Temple Lot title, 349; to travel, 307.

Bible, Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, 222,

Bidamon, Sr. Emma, 44; manuscripts of Inspired
Translation, 76.

Blair, Samuel, Recorder, 11; to select and publish
hymns, 14. :

Blair, W. W., Recorder, 32; released as Recorder, 41.

Blakeslee, G. A., Premdmg Bishop, 252.

Blessing of chlldren, certificate form, 626.

Board of Auditors. (See Auditing Committee.)

Board of location, 248.

Board of Publication, 113, 189, 196, 197, 203; and pur- .
chase of Ziow’s Ensign, 405; appomts Hxstoman 4245
finaneial report to be prepared before audited, 590;
to be published before general conferences, 591;
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history of church, 424; inventory of stock, 620, 629;
members nominated by Bishop, 225; literary work
on ministerial basis, 379; to ask contributions, 113;
to choose Historian, 469; to continue Autumn Leaves,
46b; to elect president, 127; to incorporate, 113; to
issue certificates, 118; to release Presidency from
editorial work, 351; to secure transfer of Ensign
property, 480.

Blank forms, for trial cases, appeals, ete., 597.

Book of Mormon and Doctrine and Covenants, J. R.
Lambert’s work on, 358; authorized edition, 602, 612.

Book of Mormon characters, 562; committéee on chap-
ters, versification, and references, 568, 602; concord-
ance, 435, 613; German edition, 583; Religio Society
on “permanent translation fund,” 653, 654; vocabul-
ary, 501.

Books, Board of Publication to purchase, 167.

Branches, not to ordain persons not members in their
branches or districts, 124; to report annually, 1387;
to report to Recorder, 69. :

Branch and District reports, 180. -

Branch, boundaries, conflicts concerning, 871; jurisdis-
tion of, 130, 594; representation, ruling on, 467,

Briggs, J. W., 9, 287; and Hedrick on pamphlet, 28;

. Historian, 12; legal representative, 17; President
of Twelve,. 17; released from work with Hedrick,.
29; to publish pamphlet, 13.

Business enterprises, advice concerning, 594%.

Business, principal, and other places of, 587.

Cadwell, Edwin, Church Treasurer, 31.

Calling and ordaining to office, 646.

Card playing, to be avoided, and unbecoming, 377.

Care in use of means, 239. -

Carpenter, C. 1., Recorder, 571.

Cases of trial and appeal, 300.

Central California District, 607; disorganized, 611.

Central Iilinois District, 468.

Central Michigan District, 575.

Central Missouri District disorganized, 373.

Central Nebraska District, 459, 511,

Central Oklahoma District, 621.

Children’s home, committee on, 592, 632,

Children under eight ineligible to baptism, 552. .

Christ alone the ruler, 808; sole mouthpiece to church,
308.

www.LatterDayTruth.org



214 INDEX

Church office building, 644.

Church of Christ, and standard books, 5, 6; exists
where are six members, 5; pattern, 5. )

“Church of Christ,” commlttee appointed indorsed,
466; committee to meet, 293, 466.

Church paper, 35, 36; supervision of, 37, 298.

Church property, to be valued and deeded to, 206.

Clergy permits, 404.

Clerks of branches, 527.

Clerks ‘of courts to prepare records of cases, 531,

Clinton District, 540.

Cochran, F. E,, lerarlan, 483.

Collections, by those authorized only, 320.

. Colorado Mission, 512,

Committees, instructions to, 628.

Common consent, 228, 234, 308.

Concordance and synopsis, 58.

Concordance to Book of Mormon, 435,

Concordance to Doctrine and Covenants, 229, 303.

Conference Minutes, paging of, 454.

Conference resolutions to be in writing, 136; and con-
tain name of mover, 162.

Conferences and quorums, 199. (See Quorums.)

Congress and press petitioned to suppress polygamy,
misrule in Utah, ete., 177.

Consecration, 308.

Courts, records of to be prepared, 531; blank " forms
for, 596, 608; procedure in, 596, 604, 608.

Credenual blanks, for General Conference delegates,
451.

Cledentlals, committee on;, Presideney authorized to
appoint, 617.

Credentials, to secretary, 354.

Dancing, to be avoided, 317; unbecoming, 377.

Danish Book of Covenants, ‘Salt Lake edition, changed
255; periodical, 285, 292; publications, 254.

Daughters of Zion, on chlldren s home, 592, 632,

Deacon, duties of, 471 preaching by, 449. -

Debts, elders not to be sent out until provided for,
122; those contracting without fair prospect of pay-
ing, not in good standing, 120.

Decatur District, under charge of missionaries, 417.

Des Moines District, 273, 458, 526.
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Departments, all requested to report annually to His-
torian, 470.

Disfellowshiped, 18; specific charges and trial in con-
nection with one, 284; to make reconciliation where
disfellowshiped, 74.

District conferences, 352; no authority outside of limits
of, 83; right to preside at, 580, 581.

Distriet, letters of appointment, 420; mission appoint-
ments, 83, 233, 434; to consult missionaries in charge
in making appointments, 434.

District presidents, presiding right of, 580, 581; sup-
port of, 397.

Districts, right to. elect all their officers, 89."

District treasurers, see paragraph 4 of amendment to,
238; action appointing repealed, 260.

Divorce, 66, 272, 412.

Divorced, persons illegally divorced, unworthy, 66.

Doctrine and Covenants, 54, 216; clerical and typo-
graphical errors to be corrected, 652; concordance
to, 655; German edition, 425; J. R. Lambert’s work
on, 358; new edition, 625, 652; reversification of, 625,
652; section 22, 623.

Dropping members from quorums, 453.

Eastern Iowa District, 458.

- Eastern Mission, 275.

Eastern Oklahoma District, 621. :

Editorial and publishing departments, 55.

Editorial work, 267.

Editor’s reply to Rev. R. Patterson, 270.

Edmunds’ bill, committee, ete., 247.

Elders’ accounts balanced, by labor, 300.

Elders, attendance at conference; 103; courts, 207;
debts to be arranged for before sent out, 122; duty
of, 8; evidence and minutes of, to be prepared, 531;
families’ support, 45, 897; quorum, 68; not appointed,
to labor, 53; only to administer to sick, 132; ordained
by distriets or missionaries in charge, 312; quorum
of in British Isles, 503, 504; quorum in Europe,
416; quorums in foreign lands impolitic, 146; teach-
ing of, 222; to call on branch presidents, instead of
members, for funds, 46; to receive aid, 232; to report
funds, 821. (See Quorums.)

Emigration fund, 56, 57, 96, 156.

Encyclopedias and histories, committee on, 333, 450.

Encyclopedia articles, 223. .
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Encyclopedla committee, 374 495. .

Enrollment in quorums, 199, 240, 296, 440; apphcatlons
to Secretary, 316. .

Endowments,” 308.

Entertainments, 369; permitted during General Con-
ference sessmns, 556 prohibited during General Con—
ference sessions, 518

Ensign property to be transferred, 480.

Epistle of Twelve on-tithes and oﬁ'erlngs, 102, -330.

Epistle of Twelve and Bishopric, 238, 330.

Evarts’ cireular against polygamy, 265.

Ex2c2%mmumcated persons received by baptism only,

Expulsion, causes to be recorded, 284.

Factions neither confer nor take away prles’chood 72.

Far West District, 373.

- Fields, not to leave unnecessarily, 239.

Finances, rules to provide for, 108.

Florida District, 609.

TForscutt, M. H., Secretary, 116; released as, 140

Funds for prmtmg, ete., 27.

Gather, Saints to this land 7.

Gathering, 176, 183, 184, 187.

Gavel returned to body by Pres. Joseph Smith, 618.

General Assembly, 166, 222, 228, 276, 308."

General committee on BlShOp S accounts, 474.

" General Conference; a General Asseribly, 228; appoint-

ees, to draw expenses from Bishop or agents, 261;
to report receipts and expenditures, 261; to state
amount needed before appointment, 263; to report to
Secretary of Twelve, 269; body of spiritual authori-
ties, ‘Doctrine and Covenants 99: 5, also resolution,
61; elders not to withdraw from—closer attendance
requested, 103; entertainments, etc., during, not per-
mitted, 518; permitted, 556; resolutions, 295, 364,
382, 488, 494, 567, 582; to act upon revelations, 15; to
meet annually, 258.

General Conference resolutions, 600, 605.

General officers, all to receive hcenses, 443,

General Sunday Scheol Association, 344, 380 and
Autumn Leaves, 465.

Goodcell, Henry, resignation of, 154; Secretary, 141.

Gospel Standard plant, 586.

Graceland College, 335, 337; Articles amended, 478;
Articles as amended, 493, 496; committee on prop-
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- erty of, 549; college day, 558, 563, 573; debt, 482, 484,
485; directors, 399; endowment fund, 642; finances,
462; incorporation, 396; ordered discontinued by Gen-
eral Conference, 549; continued, 558; running ex-
penses, 558, 563; treasurer’s accounts, 475; treasurer’s
books, 475; trustee’s report, 462; trustees to keep set
of books, 648, ’

Gurley, Z. H., 9; Recorder, 121,

Hedrick and Owen, Brn., 26.

Hedrick, Granville, 28, 29,

Heralds and Hopes for Furopean Mission, 179. ’

Herald Office, annual audit, 324, 590, 591; auditing of,
442, 590, 591; rebuilding of, 588; statement of to be
published before General Conference, 591.

Herald, character of articles to be published, 298,

Heresy, charge of, 536.

Herrington, John, 9.

Highest authority to preside, 10. .

High Council, 341; Presidency to nominate high priests
for, 565; to convene council before General Confer-
ence, 566; to fill temporary vacancies in, 656.

High Priest, ordination by district void, 80.-

High Priests, law does not make it necessary for, to
preside over branches, 111; method of selecting and
appointing, 638; president of, 650; quorum, 88; reso-
lution on mission appointments, 230; right to officiate,
under Presidency, 151; right to preside over branches
when chosen, 111; traveling, subject to direction of
Traveling High Council, 152.

Historian, 12, 287, 409, 424, 444; assistant, 444, 516;
encyclopedia and history work, 495; records in hands
of, 813; reports to, requested, 470; to be aided by
records, 289; to appoint district historians, 498; to
choose assistant,®444; publication by, 595.

History, Church, 203; in Millennial Star and Times and
Seasons, doubtful and unauthoritative, 378; third
volume, 452; fifth volume, 597; examination and re-
vision of, 360; of church, 165, 287, 360, 424; of Joseph
Smith, 203, 342.

Holy Scriptures indorsed, 214, 215.

Houses of worship, 211.

Hymn book, 14, 34, 43, 44, 99.

Hymn and tune book, 323.

Idaho District, 643.
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Incorporation of church, in Canada, 513; other places,
587, 630; (see also Artlcles of).

Independence church, referred to Bishoprie, 334

Independence Stake, territory of, 547.

Inspired Translation, 62, 63; committee on publication,
78; means for, 75; mdorsed 214; manuscrlpts of, 76;
orlglnal cepy preserved, 77 Teachers’ edition, 627
work on writing, proof—readmg, ete., to be done by
those in the faith, 79,

Intoxicants, 297; and tobacco, 92. (See tobacco and
strong drink.)

Inventory of Board of Publication, 620, 629.

Joint committee on duties of deacons, 471

J0151%t council of Presidency, Twelve, and Bishopric, 395,

9.

~ Joint council; report of, 386.

Journal of History, 595, 601. -

Jurisdiction, territorial, of branches, 130, 371; over
members, 594.

Juvenile History, 641.

Kelley, E. L., Presiding Bishop, 345.

Kelley, W. H., President of Twelve, 431.

Kirtland Dlstrlct, 426, 546.

Kirtland Temple property, 208; repalrs, 256, 291 title,
194.

Laity, right to vote, 87.

Lamoni, Iowa, principal place of husiness, 587; seat of
First Presidency, 390.

Lamoni Stake, boundary line, 528.

Law, whole, of church, in three books, 6.

“Lay” member, term not to be used, 168.

Legal representative, 10, 17.

Letters of removal, 121, 185, 227, 455, 456, 457; names
of branches included in, 457; rules governing issue,
457, 509; to those actually removing only, 457.

Liberty of conscience, 222, 391.

Librarian, 161, 421, 483; purchase of books, 422 to
choose a§s1stant 464 535 537.

Libraries, joint commlttee on, 585.

Library, 60 books to be cared for, 304; overs1ght of,
651.

Library Commission, 598.

Licenses, 296; for Seventy, 432, 433; quorum, lost by
release, 453 for Patriarch and all general - officers,
443; to general officers, 117.
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“Life of Joseph the Prophet,” 287.

Literary laborers on mlmstenal basis, 379.

Literature, private enterprises in, 550. -

Loggi appointees not to report to General Conference,

Local commandments, binding only as relterated or
commanded, 282; not binding, ete., 308

Local presuiency, 580 581.

Locating committee, 176, 183, 184,

London District, Ontario, 616.

Lord, the, only avenger of wrong, 308,

Marriage and divorce, 66, 272, 412.

Members, jurisdiction over, 594; to unite with branches
convenient to, 455, 456.

Memorial, to Congress, 107, 178; to Joseph and Hyrum
Smith, 539, :

Mining stock and other speculation, 5941,

Ministerial basis, 473, 606.

Ministry, financial report blanks, 439: report blanks,
388, 570; financial reports, totals only pubhshed 348
not appomted recommended to districts and missions,
233; not to promote ‘speculative enterprises, 594%;
report forms; 332.

Ministry reports, 375, 570; blank form for, 479, 471,
523, 534, 553, 570; pubhcatlon of abolished, 437; rules
concerning complamts against, 604; to be pubhshed
in Herald, 479, 481; to be summarized and reported
by missionaries in- charge, 448, 570.

Mission appointments, rules governing, 235, 237, 398,
394, 414.

Missionaries, all to report receipts, 321; must be mem-
bers of branches or districts, 226; none in debt sent
unless arranged therefor, 122; to labor under mission
presidents, 189, 551; two by two, 622.

Missionaries in charge, and district mission appoint-
ments, 434; and district presidents, 353; to move
missionaries, 367; to appoint condltlonally, 237.

Missionary in charge, decision of on branch boundaries,
371.

Mission, conferences, 352; fields, subdivisions of, 460;
work at Chicago durmg Columbian Expos1t10n, 376;
work, others besides Twelve and Seventy, 244.

Mlsswns, none to those using tobacco, 463.

Mobile District, 609.

Moneys, all to e expended by those in charge of, 322;
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to be paid through branch: presidents and Bishop’s
agents, 102.

“Mormon,” use of term discouraged, 381.

Names, not to be stricken from records without action,
284, 529; of all members on record, 118; to be at-
tached to articles sent for publication, 305; unneces-
sary to publish contributors’, 306.

Nauvoo District; 149, 346, 441, 468; action of, recom-
mendation to, 145; missionary jurisdiction of, 441.
Nauvoo House, 308.

Nebraska, unorganized territory in, 459.

Negro race, preaching to, 95.

. New York and Philadelphia District, 542.

New York District, 637. .

Nodaway District, boundary, 528. -

Nor%puzlélgcation of items, condemned, 283; explanation
of, . '

Northeastern Kansas District, 510,

Northeast Missouri District, 373, 544.

Northeast Texas and Choctaw District, 543, 621.

Northern California District; 322, 607, 611.

Northern Illinois Distriet, 372.

Northern Michigan District, 469, 574,

‘Northern Minnesota District, 524. -

Northern Nebraska Distriet, 459, 508,

Northwestern Kansas District, 510.

Northwest Texas District, 577.

Offices, church, 533; building for, 644.

Official acts valid until silenced, 90.

Officials to do duties, 97.

Ohio District, 426.

Oklahoma District, 569.

Opinions, 298, 308, 391, 536.

Order of Enoch, 114.

Ordinances, 202. )

Ordinations, consent of branches required, 124; of elders
by distriets or missionaries in charge, 312; of women
disapproved, 564; legality of, 201; legal ones and
legal acts recognized, 4; rebaptism annuls, 329; re-
conferred, 201; to be approved by those in charge,
646; to Presidency of High Priesthood, 3; Owen and
Hedrick, Brethren, 26.

Pacific Slope Mission, 271, 274. .

Patriarch and Evangelical Minister, 429; Presiding, pro
tem, 645.
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Patriarch, license for, 448; request of granted, 473.

Patriarchs, reports of, 534.

Personal opinions and views, 298.. (See opinions.)

Peé;itéons, methods of presenting and of acting upon,

Philadelphia District, 542.

Pittsburg District, 426, 555, 580.

Places of business, 587. :

Plenary inspiration, 308. i : T

Poor, duty to, home for, 331; names not to be published,
relief of, 70.

Political sentiments, 52.

Polygamy, mention of, 50; constitutional amendment
prohibiting, 520, 530; action against, 530.

Portland District, 610.

Preaching—by teachers and deacons, 449.

Presidency and Bishop, Temple Lot suit, 413,

“Presidency and Priesthood,” 197. :

Presidency, editorial labors of, 327; excused from com-
mittees if desired, 209; instructions to Twelve, 418;
on Doctrine and Covenants, Book of Mormon, ete.,
222; on Nauvoo District, 441; on purchase of library
books, 422; to appoint committee on credentials, 617;
or Twelve—to appoint missionaries, etc., 139; recom-
mendations to Twelve, 460, 461; report appointment
of bishops, 490; report on local presidency, 580; seat
of, 890; to be provided with facilities, 327, 351; to be
released from editorial duties, 327, 351; to appoint
time of meeting of High Council, 566; to nominate

" members of Standing High Council, 259, 565; to or-
dain bishops, 491, 492; to ordain bishop’s counselors,
492; to organize High Council, 341.

President, and Prophet, 38; appointment by indorsed,
466; and Secretary to-issue licenses, 433, 443; of
Melchisedec priesthood, 39; of church, 3; request of
granted, 472; representative of, 10, 17; ruling of,
467; sustained as, ete., 153; to issue licenses, 117.

Pres. Joseph Smith, preambles and resolutions on fifty
years’ administration of, 634.

Presiding Bishop, 845; to report accounts to Amnnual
Conference, 82; accounts to be audited, 82; summary
of report to be published in church paper, 82. (See
Bishop.) : o

Press, liberty of regulated, 298; means for, 98.

Pretensions of leadership disclaimed, 1.
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Priesthood, not conferred nor taken by factions, 72; all
to report, 20; suspended and disfellowshiped from,
18; to preach gospel, 19; to report, 25.

Priests in branches, 521.

Principal place of business, 587.

Printing press, 49.

Procedure in church courts, 608; (See Courts}).

Publications not authorized rest on merits, 368. -

Publishing committee, 37, 126; to publish corrected Doc-
trine and Covenants, 54. . )

Quorum enrollment, 224; enrollments canceled, 487; offi-
cers to be ordained, 109; officers to enroll members,
440.

Quorums, 199; efforts to have filled, 253; in branches,
districts, stakes, or missions, 584; officers to issue
licenses, 117; of lesser priesthood organized, 302;
‘organization of, duty of Twelve, 311; organization
of in British Isles; 503, 504, 505; reorganization of,
584; requested to report annually to Historian, 470;
rules governing changes in, 453; to report names
received and dropped from, 486.

Rebaptism, 71, 212, 220; annuls former ordination, 329;
reconfirmation, reordination, 133.

Reconciliation necessary - to - branches or - authorities
where disfellowshiped, 74.

Recorder, 11, 21, 32, 33, 41, 42, 159, 408, 571; assistant,
2217, 430, 476; authorized to act as Secretary ex officio,
169; Secretary also, 170; to receive local records, 350;
statistical and blank forms to include counties, 615.

Record, general, 131; general, districts and branches
should have names of all members on, 118; names
not to be stricken from without action, 284.

Records, 227; names stricken from, 309; branches and
districts, 93; of disorganized branches and districts,
350; to contain causes of expulsion, 284.

Reineorporation, 347. .-

Relics left by Joseph Smith, the Martyr, etc., 619.

Reports, complete, provided for, 105; not objected to,
received and approved, 119; branches and districts,
192; of branches, church property, 94; and documents
to be triplicated, 647. (See Ministry Reports, etc.)

Representation, 85. (See also Rules of.)

Representation to teach the faith, 298.

Resolution No. 100 repealed, 134.
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Resolutions, reaffirmed, 23, 24, 51, 825; to be in writing,
136; with name of mover, 162.

Resurrection, The, 891.

Reunions, missicn and district authorities to arrange
for, 268.

Revelation, 1853, 277; 1887, 326; 1890, 338, 340; 1»94,
428; 1894, and joint council, 395; 1897, 427; 1901, 500,
502; 1902, 522; 1906, 578, -

Revelations, 276; church to be satisfied concerning, 308;
indorsed and standards of faith and practice, 216;
of Christ only, 308; of 1909, 631; sent to branches, 16;
to be included in Doctrine and Covenants, 216; to be
placed before quorums, 500; to be tested, 15.

Rock, The, 276.

Rocky Mountain Mission, 319, 512. :

Ro4g£)ers, L L., ordained high priest and Presiding Bishop,

Rules of Order, 182, 207, 328, 330, 855; amended, 370,
514; provision for amending, 614; revision of, 336;
532, 554; ruling on section 177:1, 467. '

Sacrament, 172; “administering the,” 401; unbaptized
persons not eligible to, 91; teachers, deacons, nor
laity—mnot to administer, 401,

. St. Louis District, 383, 447, 468, 541.

Saints, attention to anti-tobacco resolution, 362; to
assist elders’ families, 45.

Saints’ Home, 331, 366.

Saints’ Hymnal, 400.

Saloons; intoxicants, 92; test of fellowship, 297.

Salt Lake chapel, 635.

Salyards, R. S., Secretary, 407.

. Sanhedens Banner, 506.

San Jose Branch, California, 607.

Saskatchewan District, 616, 636.

Secattered members retained on branch records, 227.

Scattered members, to unite with branches convenient,
456,

Schooel history errors, 450.

School of Prophets, 110.

Scott, John, Librarian, 161,

Seal of church, 163.

Sealing to eternal life, 202.

Seattle and British Columbia District, 599.

Secretary, 140, 141, 169, 170, 407; and Recorder, offices

separated, 406; and Recorder, to aid Historian, 289;
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duties of, 115, 116; enrollment applications to, 8186;
name of office of, 411; to arrange lists of quorums,
266; to be on compilation committtee, 295; to ¢ancel
enrollments, 489; to enroll elders for guorum, 240;
to give names of speakers, 299; to issue licenses with
President, 117; to provide delegate credential blanks,
451; to receive applications for quorums, 440; report
of, 356 to reject local reports, 361.

Secret soc1et1es, members not prohibited from joining,
175; members discouraged from joining, 593.

Sectlon 113, Doctrine and Covenants, explanation with,
402; 121 Doctrlne and Covenants, 392.

Secular pursuits, prohibited to members of first quo-
rums, 288.

Seventy, dropped from quorum may appeal to- High
Council, 572; form of license for, 432; licenses to, 433;
mstructlon to, 392; may act as blshops counselor,
557; ordination of, 181 President of Second Quorum
of, 415 released from special local jurisdiction, 86;
resolutlon of, 231; secretary of to issue licenses, 181;
to labor, tlthmg for families of, 160; Twelve and to
be first sent, 230; under direction of Traveling High
Couneil, 150; When superannuated released from quo-
rum of, 579.

Sheen, Isaac, appointed Recorder, 42.

Silenced members, of quorums, to be. reported as laity,

+104; officials, not to officiate, 818.

Sllencmg of ministers, rules governing, 604.

Smith, A. H., Acting Counselor, 419; counselor to Presi-
dent 429; Pres1dent of Twelve, 340 Presiding Pa-
triarch and Evangelical Minister, 429.

Smith, D. H., 294.

Smith, Heman C., Historian, 444.

Smith, Joseph, chosen President and Prophet and Suc-
cessor, 38, 89; Editor Herald and Hope, 267; in charge
of editorial and publishing departments, 55 literary
labor to. be limited to editorial work, 267; sustained
as President, Prophet, Seer, and Revelator, 153. (See
President.)

Smith, F. M., Historian, 424; Librarian, 421.

Southeastern Illinois Dlstnct 441, 447, 488, 545

Southeastern Mission, 148.

Southern Indiana District, 499.

Southern Michigan and Northern Indiana District, 469.

Southern Missouri- District, 588,
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Southern Nebraska District, 459, 508, 525,

Southwestern Mission, 148, 477.

Southwestern Oregon District, 610.

Speculation, in stocks, ete., 594%.

Speculative enterprises, 594%.

Spokane District, 599. )

Spring River District, 477, 539, 621.

Stake, none at present, 7.

Stakes, general appointees in, under direction of minis-
ter in charge, 551; not to ordain general officers or
appointees without consent of General Conference,
551; organization of, 507; presidency and bisheprie
of not to be appointed outside of, 551; presideney of
to direct local laborers, 551; some authorities of may
be appointed missionaries, 551.

Statistical blanks, Recording Departments, 615, 639,

Stebbins, H. A., Recorder, 159, 408, 571; Secretary, 170,
406; Secretary ex officio, 169.

Stenographer on ministerial basis, 478.

“Succession”—reply to B. H. Roberts’ work, 445.

Successor, 2, 3, 10, 17, 23, 38, 39.

Sunday School Association, 839; lessons, 290; paper, 101;
work, 243; sustained, 128; to be fostered, 191.

Superannuated ministers, 560.

Synopsis, 58, 198, 205. .

Teaching, contrary to General Conference resolutions
censurable, 187; of ministry, 222, 387, 391.

Temple building and endowments, 308,

Temple Lot Suit, 349, 389, 413.

Tent work, 398.

Territory under supervision of Twelve, 461.

Test of reception and fellowship, 222.

Three books, not to be attacked, 298; authority in gov-
ernment, doctrine, and controversy, 215, 216; stand-
ards, 6, 8, 222, 298, 308, 368, 387; whole law contained
in, 6

Tithing, binding in scattered condition, 174; epistles on,
102, 135, 238, 330, 559; law of applicable in present,
210; ministers ineligible who ignore, 363; to be taught,
138 voluntary, 308.

Tobaceo, 217; users of ineligible to appointment, 329,
362. .

Tobacco and strong drink, 92, 235, 329, 362, 463.

Toronto Distriet, 616.

Tracts, 5%; committee on, 164; for free distribution,
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315; German, 250; Presidency, Twelve, and Bishopric
to furnish, 155.

Traveling ministry under direction of Presidency and
Twelve, 84.

Treasurer, 30, 31; to give security, 30, 33.

Trial and appeal cases, 201; blank forms for, 59T

Trial, citations to through Herold discontinued, 188.

Trustee. (See Bishop.)

Tune Book, 129, 190, 198, 196, 204, 213, 221.

Twelve and Bishop on temporal law, 135, 238, 330; re-
lieve Presidency, 351.

Twelve and Seventy to be first sent and supported, 230,
281; to take elders and priests into fields, 237.
Twelve, compare present, Palmyra edition, Book of
Mormon with Whitmér manuscript, 281; decisions
binding till repealed, 280; epistle of on tithes and
offerings, 102; epistle of Twelve and Bisheprie, 238,
330; 260-264; filled in part, 22; measures to release
hands of, 64, 65; not to control funds, 100; President
of, 17, 419, 431; President of, Acting Counselor, 419;
presidents of church abroad, 279, 580, 581; released
from special local jurisdiction, 86; report on preach-
ing by teachers and deacons, 449; resolution not to
control funds, repealed, 134; to appoint missionaries,
139; take charge of important, especially foreign, mis-
sions, 173; to meet before General Conference, 269;
to act with Presideney in organizing stakes, 507; to
send copies of revelations, 15; to try all revelations
and manifestations, 15; travel under direction of
Presidency, according to revelations, 1473 two by two
to hold special conferences, 418; to organize local
ministry, 418, 503-505; will not appoint users of to-

bacco, 362.

Two by two, appointing, 622.

Unbaptized persons not entitled to sacrament, 91.

Utah chapel, 142, 188, 195, 218, 242, 635.

Utah, Committee on Edmunds’ bill on, 247; mission, 157;
problem, question, 548; church offers to supply mis-
sionaries, 246; polygamy in, 520, 530.

Utah District, 643,

Utah Saints advised to remain for work’s sake, 67.

Voice of the Captives, 18.

Voice of Warning, 410, 423.

Vote, Right to, 87.

Wales, Periodical in, 158.
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Western Michigan Distriet, 576.

Western Oklahoma Distriet, 621,

Winnipeg District, 616, 636.

Wisconsin districts, 384.

Withdrawals from church, 284, 309, 529.

Witnesses in adultery cases, 343.

Women, as workers in auxiliary organizations, 564.
ordination of not favored, 564

Word of Consolation, 9, 51.

Words to be used in baptisms, 48.

World’s Fair representation, 357.

Yea and nay votes, 310. ‘

Zion, 7.

Zion’s Ensign, 405 480.

Zion’s Religio and "Autumn Leaves, 465,

Zion’s Religio-Literary Society, 365; action of eonfer-
-ence on “permanent translation fund” of, 653, 654.
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