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From the last day of May, A. D., 1836, I have been continually em-
ployed in the ministry of the GVCILLQUHO“ gospel of Jesus Christ, as set *
forth in the scrlptures of the Old and New Tpstaments and the Book
of \Iormon The former books being the records of God’s law written
to Israel on the Hastern Continent, and the latter the record of God’s
law. to Israelon this continent; all of which books or records I know to
be just and true in their doctrine and principles, and all of divine origin.

"The most plansible reason that I have ever heard rendered why thc
pubhc should not believe the Book of Mormon to be of divine origin,
18 afabricated story of one Solomon Spaulding, giving an account of
the origin of the American Indians, written sometime in the years of
1809, 10,11, and 12, In 1812 Mr. Spaulding removed to this city,
(Plttsbmob) where he lodged his romance in tbe printing office of
Messrs, Patterson & Lambdin for publication, where it is said, (by re-
port) that Mr. Sidney Rigdon, availed himself of the opportumtv of
transeribing the romance and altering it to suit his purpose, which lias
appeared in the form of the Book of Mormon.

N. B. To the reader I will here give a synopsis of what I shall at-
tempt to prove by the documents presented in this pamphlet.
1st. I shall present a letter purpor ting to have been writtén by Mrs.
Davison, formu}y the wife of 8 bpanldm to prove that the romance
was Wt‘1tjcen in Conneant, Ashtabula Co., Ohio, in the year 1812; also
that Mr. 8. Spaulding removed to Pittsburgh in 1812, and lived there
two years, and then removed to Amity, Washington Co., Pa., “where
he died in 1816. It will also prove that the romance fell into the hands
of the widow, who carefully preserved it trom 1816 till 1834, when it
was dehveled into the hands of one Dr. Philaster Hulbert, Who was
deputed by a number of the citizens to procure the same if possﬂ)le
_2nd. I will present an extract from a pamphlet published by the Rev.
Samuel Williams, Pastor of the First Regular Layms’c Church of Pitts-
burgh, entitled “‘viormonmm Exposed,” to prove that Mr. Sidney Rig-
don did not reside in the City of Pittsburgh till 1822, st years after tlm
romance fell into the safe keeping of Mr. bpwldmw s widow,
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3d. T will present an extract from a letter written by Mr. John Ha-
wen, of Holiston, Middlesex Co., Mass., to his daughter Elizabeth Ha-
wen, of Quiney, Adams Co., Ill., to prove that Mr. E. D. Howe, the
author of the “ History of Mormonism,” was not as honest as he pro-
fessed to be when he said in his advertisement: ¢ The trath,.and the
whole truth, have been my constant aim.” Ile says on the 289th page
of his book, when speaking of the romance: “Now as Spaulding’s-
book: can no’ where be fouwd, or any thing heard of it afer being car-
ried to thiy establishment,” (Patterson’s printing office;) when Mrs. -
Davison, (Spaulding’s widow) says that Dr. P. Hulbert, took it from
her in 1834, and promised to get it printed, and give her one half of
the profits, and afterwards writing lrer ¢ that it did not read as he ex-
pected, therefore he should not print it;” thus proving positively that
Spaulding’s romance is in the hands of Howe, of Painsville, Ohio, orr
his agents. Burely the old adage is good, that “a Jiar is not to be be—
lieved when he gpeaks the truth.”

4th. I will present three extracts taken from three different authnr‘s,g
one from E. D, Howe’s © History of Mormonism,” one from 8. Wil-
liams’ (of Pittsburgh,) “Mormonism Exposed,” and one from Matilda
Davison’s letter, showing clearly that our enemies are net candid on -
valiant.for the truth, in their attempts to expose “Mormonism,” or the
trinmphant march of God’s truth as preached by the Latter Day Saints.
Inasmuch as each one of the three authors, in presenting Mr, Patter-
son’s testimony (concerning the romance) have made him flatly -con-
tradict himself, which we can not believe he has done of his own will
and accmd inasmuch as we have repeatedly heard that Mr. Patterson:
is a gentleman of unquestionable character for truth and veracity.

We insert other documents, the purpose of which will be obvmus 011
their own face. ;

Ist. T present a letter purporting to be written by Mt 5. Matil éla Da-
vison, of Monson, (Mass.,) copied from the Philadelplia Saturday® Cou=
reer, of Nov. 26, 1842, 1 have before me a copy of the same, that has
went the rounds of.the newspapers of 1840, as found in the bpzscopaf
Recorder, published in Philadelphia, Satulday Sept. 12, 1840..

1st.—ORIGIN OF THE MORMON BIBLE.
LETTER FROM MRS. MATILDA DAVISON, OF MONSON, (M‘ASS)

Rev. Solomon Spfmldmw to whort T was united in marriage in early:
life, was a graduate of Dartmouth College, and was distinguished for'a
lively‘imagination, and great fondness for history. At the time of our
marriage he resided in Clierry Valley, N. Y. From this place we re-’
moved to New Salem; Ashtabula Co., Ohio, sometimes called Conneaut,;
as it s situated upon ’Conneaut Creek. Shortly after onr removal to
this place, his health sunk, and he was laid aside from active labors. In
the town of New Salem there are riumerous mounds and forts, suppos-
ed by many to be'dilapidated dwellings and fortifications of a race now,
extinct. These ancient relics arrest the attention of new settlers, and
become objects of research for the curlous.

Numerous implements were found, and other.articles evincing great
skill in the arts, Mr, Spaulding bemo" an educated man, and passion-
ately fond of history, took a liv cly interest in these deve]opments of an-
tiquity ; and, in order to beguile the hours of retirement, and. furnish
employment for his lively imagination, he conceived the idea of giving
an historical sketch of this long lost race. Their extreme antiquity, of
conrse, would lead him to write in the most ancient style, and; as the
Old Testament is the most alicient book in the world, he imitated its
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style as nearly as possible. His sole object in writing this historieal
romsice was to amuse himself and his neighbors.  Z'his was abowt the
year 1812. HulP’s surrender at Detroit occurred near the same time;,
and T recollect the date well from that circumstance. As he progress-
ed in his narrative, the neighbors would ceme in from time to time to
hear portions read, and a greatinterest in the work was excited among
them. It claimed to have been written by one of the lost nations, and
to have been tecovered from the earth, and assumed the title of Manu-
script Found. The neighbors would often enquire how Mr. S. pre-
gressed in deciphering the manuscript, and when he had a sufficient
portion prepared, he would inform them, and they would assenible to
hear it read. He was enabled from his acquaintance with the classics
and ancient history, to introduce many singular names, which were
particularly noticed by the people, and could be easily recognized by
them. Solomon Spaulding had a brother John Spaulding, residing i
the piace at the time, who was perfectly familiar with this work, aud
repeatedly heard the whole of it read.

From New Salem we removed to Pittsburgh, Pa.* Here Mr. 8.
found an acquaintance and friend in the person of Mr. Patterson, an
editorof a newspaper. He exhibited his manuscript to HMr. Paiterson,
who was very much pleased with it, and borrowed it for perusal. ile re-
tained it a long time, and informed Mr, 8. that if he would make out a
title page and preface e would publish it, and it might be a source of
profit. This Mr. 8. refused to do, for reasons which I can not state.”

Sidney Bigdon (one of the founders of the sect) who has figured s
largely wn the history of the Hormons, was ot that time} conneciled with
the printing office of Mr. Patterson, as is well known in that region, and
as Rigdon himself has freguently stated. Here he had ample opportu-
nity to become acquainted with Mr. Spaulding’s manuscript, and to
copy it if e chose. It was a matter of notoriety and interest to all
who were concerned with the printing establishment. At length the
manuscript was returned to the author, and soon after we removed to
Amity, Washington Co., Pa., where Ir. 8. deceased in 1816. - The
manuscript then fell into my hands, and was preserved carefully. 7¢
has frequently been emamined by vy daughter, Mrs. MeHinstry, of
Monson, Mass., with whom I now reside,} and by other friends. After

#We have before us a book entitled * History of Mormonism,” published by E. B.
Howe, of Painsville, Ohio. The first edition. appeared in 1884, under the title of * Mor-
monism Unvetled.” The whole matter it contains is a very weak attempt to put down
“Mornionism,” alias the  Latter Day Saints”; however, in it we find some things that
answer our purpose ; for instance, we find in said book on page 282, the certificate of
one Henry Lake, saying: * Spaulding left here (Conneaunt)in 1812, for Pittsburgh.”

11812, With all dae respect to the inhabitants of this city, (Pittsburgh,} I defy ther
all to"make it appear that Sidney Rigdon lived in Pittsburgh at the time she (Mrs. Da-
vison)'states, which must have been (if at all to have given him an opportinity to have
‘bad aceess to Spanldivg’s romance) in 1812, '13 and '14, inasmuch as she states that
¢ the manuseript (romance) was returned to the author, and soon after we removed to
Amity, Washington Co., Pa., where Mr. 8. deceased in 1816.” On page 287 of Howe’s
book, we find these words: ¢ From her (Mrs. Davison) we learned that Spauldivg re-
sided in Pittsburgh about two years.” This would give ¥r. Rizdon only two years te
transeribe or alter said romance for any purpose whatever, and that tderat the $0th and
21st years of his age, as he was born-in the year 1763, In 1812,°13,°14, he was em-
ployed on his father’s farin as a farm boy, and for years after, and did not live in Pitta
burgh till 1822, siz gears after the romance fell into the Hands of Spuulding’s widow,
and was- “carcfully preserved,” according to her own statement.

}Compare this with a corresponding saying of Mre. McKinstry, as found in Mr. John
Haven’s letter to his daughter Elizabeth, of Quiney, 11, which reads thus: * Ques. te
Mrs. McKinstry—How old were you when your fatber wrote the manuscript? Ans.
About five years of age. Ques. Did you ever réad the manuseript?  Ans. When I wag
abous twelve years old I used to read it for diversion.” If Mrs. McKinstry was five
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ile Book "fﬂ;:’?); o cuing om, a copy 0} if was taken to New Salewms,
the place of Bir. 5 ,/ s former residence, and the very place where:
the Munuseript Fo 5 writien. A woman preasher appointed a

meeting‘7 =1inn the me%mg read and repeated copious extracts from:
the Book of Bormon.”
The historical part was immediately recognized by all the older in-
habitants, as the identieal work of Me. 8. which had been deeply im--
pressed years before. Iir. John Bpaulding was present, who was an:
eminently plous man, and recognized the work of his brother. . He was:
amazed—afilicted that it should have been perverted to so wicked a
Jpurpose. His grief found vent in 2 flood of Leals and he arose on the:
spot and expre essed in the meeting his deep sorrow and regret that the
writings of his salnted brother should be nsed for a purpose so vile and:
shocking. The excitement in New Salem Lec ane so great thas the in-
h’tblt(mts bad a meeting, and depusted j/r Fhilagtus Hitlbert one of”
their number; to repair to 51008}%((0*” and obtain from e the omﬂnal
TNOATUSCIEDE ()f 7 i;cmm ”u/, Jor the pwﬂ;ose of comparing it with the
Hormon L’wbe » g0 satisfy their own minds and to prevent their friends
Jrom ewbr@ca/zf/ an error so defusive.  This was in the year 1834, Dr..
Hulbert F’);‘O?U.uo with Zim an introduction and request for the manu-

scrapzf siyne E'w/ Kissrs, Hem ry ﬂcum,, Aaron. Wright and others, with
all of w]m Lawas acquainied, as they were my old neighbors when. I
pesided i New Salem. 1 am sure nothing could grieve my husband

more, were he yet living, than the use mau, has been made. of his work.
The air of antiquity w?nuh was thrown about the composition, doubt-
Yess suggested the idea of converting it to purposes of delusion. - Thus
2 historical romance, with the addition of a few pious expr essions, and
extracts from the sacred scriptures, has been construed into'a new
Bible, and p.nmed ipon @ company of poor deluded fanaticsas divine.
I have given the previous brief nary atu,ﬂ, that this work of deep de-
ception and wwmdnes* may beo searched to the foundation, and its au~
thor exposed to the contempt and execration he so justly deserves.

MATILDA DAVlSO\T

, A

o2nd.~—Rev. 5. Williams, of this eity, says on the —second page of his: -
pamphlet ensitled ¢ Blormonism Kxposed,” that “he{Sidney Rigdon)
vame to thiscity (Fluwo‘r’f"n) and cmnecued bimself with the 1st Reg-
ular Baptist Chumu on the 28th of Jan., 1822. On page srd Mr. S.
Willisras says, “ he /Pvmon) pro pfsouue& the dootrines of Alexander
Campbell,” ¢his however was after he was excluded from the Baptist
Church, not for immoral conduet, but for entertaining dostrines pecu-
larly: different from those of the Regtilar Baptist Church,  The above
quoted sayings of the Rev. Mr. Williams s, are cerroborated by the.cer-
tificate of Messes. Carvil Rigdon and Peter Boyer; on a subsequent.
page’of this pamphiet. : A RE

[E54

Tt will bo seen by the following letter, ﬂnt the prodactxon entitled :
“Qrigin of the Kormon Bible,” signed “Matilda Davi igon,” is -a. base

years-old at 1812, she was 12 years old at 1819, three years after her father died, which
goes to-prove demonstratively, that Mr. Howe’s saying on the 289th page of his book:
¢ Now a8 Spanlding’s book can no where be found, or anything heard of it after being
earvied. to this establishment,” (Patterson’s pxmt'm office) to be & willful falsehood-—
and Mrs. McKinstry’s testimony throws the romance altogether and entuelv out of the
rveach of Mr. 8. Rigdon, and I defy the world to refute it, ‘

*This woman pzwehet must have been an impostor (if there was any such woman
preagher, ) fi ’or the ¥Mormons have no women preashers among them; for they do nos, be=
Yieve in a ** female priesthood.”
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forgery of D. Auvstin, of Monszoun, Mass,, or of Priest Storrs, of Hollls-
?Lon Mass., or of both. Yet the foll swing letter goes to confirm’ one
smtement found in Hrs. Davison’s letter, and that is this—that Mr. P,
‘Hulbert ebtained the original “romance,” (written by her former hus-
band, 8. Spaulding,) in the year 1834, four vears after the Book of
Mormon appeared in print, and that the romance was in her careful
keeping and preservation from the year 1816, sizc years before 8. Rig-
don lived in Pittshurgh; proving positively 10 a demon‘:tration “that
#that base falsehood of Dr. P. Hulbert, and fatheredby E. D, Hewe of
Painsville, was originated on purpose to deceive the pubnc, saying :
“Now as Spaulding’s beok (romance) can ho where be found,” &e.
“Therefore I would advise the public to look for the Bpaulding romanee
where it was “lost,” and that is in the hands of Hulbert and Howe, or
-gome of their agents, and it there is such a romance in the world, Tet
it come forth at once and be compared with the Book of Mormony and
if found to compare well, then show that the “romance” has not been
altered to suit the purposes of any—in short, let it come out at once,
clothed with truth, and it will do more to pu‘ down “Mormorism”’
than all the mxm%ters of the age, united with the mobs.of Missouri.—
JAnd be-assured gentle reader, that until this is done, the Book of Bor-
mon will go forth as sacred and divine as it surely is, and for the pur-
pose too for which it is designed of God, and that is for the effectusl
moral reformation of the world, or the gathering of the Liord’s people,
“Israel. :

T will here fvrthey state that I am personally acquainted with Mr./A.
Badlam, of Quiney, I, and know him to b a gentleman of respec-

3

o~

mablhtv, truth and veramtv. Ter:AvTHOR,
o N ATrom the Quincy Whig.]

3rd.—A CUNNING DEVICE fﬂ TEC"‘”
Tt will be recollected that a few months since an article appearedin
several of the papers, purporting to give an account of the.origin of the

Book of Mormon. - How far the writer of that piece has eﬁ’ected his

purposes, or what his purposes were, in pvu-qmvm the course he has, I

‘shall not attempt to say at this time, but I shall call npon every.can-

«did man -to judge in this matter for himself; 7 suall content myself'by

presenting before the public the other side of the (question, in the letter

which follows:

Copy of & Letter-written by Mr. John Haven, of oliston, ﬂ:mdlesew
counm/, Mass., lo his doughier, Hlizabeih Haven, of ancy, Adams
county, 4. linois. ‘ =
Your brother Jesse passed through Monson, where he saw Mrs. Da-

wison, and her Jaughter, Mrs. MecKinstr Vs and also Dr. Bl ly, and spent

several hours with them; during which time he asked them the follow-
ing questions viz:- Did you, Mrs. Davison, write a letter to:John,
'Storls giving an account of the orw'm of the Book of Mormon ? Ans.
T did not. Qnes Did you sign your name to it? Ans. 1 did noty
neither did I ever see the letter ill I saw it in the Boston Recorder';
“the letter was never brought to me to sign. - Ques. What agency had
you in having this letter sent to Br. Storrs?  Ans. D. R. Austin ¢sme
“to my house and asked me some questions; took some minutes on pa-
per, and from these wrote the letter. Ques. Is what is written'in’ the
letter true? Amns. In the main it is. Qucs. Have you read thé Book
of Mormon? Ans. I have read some in it. Ques. Does Mr. Spaul-
ding’s manuseript and the Book of Mormon agree? Ans, I think sonie

‘of the names are alike. Ques. Does the manuscript describe anidola-
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drous or a religious people? Ans. Anidolatrous people. Ques. Where
i8 the manuscupb‘* Ans. Dr. P. Hulbert came heré and took it, and
said be would get it printed, and let me have one half of the profits,
Ques. Has Dr. P. IL got the manuseript printed? .Ans: I received a
letter stating that jt did not read as they expected, and they should
not pring it.  Ques. How large is Mr. Spaulding’s manuaseript ?.. Ans.
About one-third as large as the Book of Mormon.  Ques. to. Mrs. Mc-
Hinstry. How old were yon when your father wrote the manuseript ?
Ans. About five years of age. Ques. Did you eyer read the manu-
script? 4ns. When I was about twelve years old I used to read it
for diversion. Ques. Did the manuscript describe an idolatrous or a

" religious people ¥ Ans. Anidolatrous people Ques~Doesthemanu-
scupt and the Book of Mormon agree? _dns.. 1 think some of the
names agree.  Ques. Are you certain that some of the names agree?
Ans. T am not.  Ques. Have you ever read any_ in the Book of Mor-
mon? Ans. I have not. Ques. Was your name attached to that let-
ter which was sent to Mr. Storrs by your order? Ans. No; I never
meant that my name should be there.

You see by the above questions and answers, that Mr. Austin in his
great zeal to “destr oy the Latter Day Saints, bas asked Mrs. Davisona
tew questions, and then wrote a letter to Mr. Stoprs in his own lan-
guage. I do not say that the above questions and answers were given
in the form that I have written ther, but these are the substance of
the questions asked, and the answers given. Mrs. Davison is about
seventy years of age, and somewhat broke. JOHN HAVEN..

This may @ertlfy, that I am personally acquainted with. Mr. Haven,
his son and daughters; and am satisfied “that they are persons of truth.
I have also read Mr. Haven’s letter to his daughter, which has induced
me to copy it for publication, and I further say, the above i is'a correct
copy of Mr. Haven’s letter. A. Bappam..

4th.—The three following extracts of three different authors writing
‘against the Book of Mormon, show that our enemies are pot vallant for
the truth, though some of them are dubbed with the title of Reverend.

1st. We give the testimony of ks, Matilda Davison as found in her
letter: ¢ There (Pittsburgh) Mr. Spaulding found a friend and: ac-
-quaintance in the person of Br. E"zttuson an editor of a newspaper.
He exhibited his manuscrips to My, Patterson, who was very much
pleased with it, and borrowed it for perusal; he retained it for a long
time. * % % Aglength tho manusm;pc Was xetmnod to its aunthor,; and
soon after we removed to Am ity, Washington Co., Pa,, where Mr.,
.Spaulding deceased in 1816. The manuscript then fell into my hands,
and was carefully preserved. It has frequently beén examined by my
daughter; Mrs. “\iu{i'wtl‘y, of Monson, Mass., with whom I now reside,
and by Oiher friends.”

ond. Mr. E. D. llowe’s statement, as found on the °89th page of
his - History of Movmonism,” as pnbh‘;hed in Painsville, Ohlo. M.
Patterson says he has no resoliection of any such manusenpt being
brought there for publication; neither would he have been likely te

" have seen it, as the business of printing was conducted. wholly by
Lambdin at that time. He says however that many manuscript books
and pamphlets were brought to the office about that time, which re-
wained upon their shelves for years without being printed, or even ex-
amined. Now as Spaulding’s book can nowhere be found, or any thing
heard of it after being carried to this establishment, there is the'str ong-
pst presumption that it remained there in seclusion till about. the year
1823 or 1824, at which time Sidney Rigdos located himself in that citye
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We have been credibly informed that he was on terms of intimacy with

Lambdin, being seen hequentlv in his shop. Rigdon resided in Pitts-

burgh about three vears.” Page 200. “We thu efore must hold out

. ﬁaldney Rigdon to the world as_ )euw the original “author.and propri-
etor’ of the whole Mormon couspiracy, wntil further light is elreited
upon the lost writings of Solomon Spaslding.”

3rd. The following statement is found on the 16th page of the Rev.
8. Williams’ pamphéet, published I suppose m the spring of 1842, at
Pittgburgh, entitled ¢ Mormonism Exposed:”

“The following certificate from Mr. Patterson, in regard to the “Man-
useript Found,” now the ¢ Mormon Bible,” will complete the chain of
mrcumstaumal evidence, proving that the manusecript remained in-the
office with others, from 1814 until 8. Rigdon came to this place, and

" obtained it from Lambdin. Mr. Patterson firmly believed, also, from
what he has heard of the Mormon Bible, that it is the same thing he
examined at that time, |

“R. Patterson had in kis employment Silas Engles at the time, a fore-
man, printer and general superintendent of the puntmfr bmlness As
he (’S E.) was an excellent scholar, as well as a good printer, to him
was entrusted the entire concerns of the office. e even -decided on
the propriety or otherwise, of publishing manuseripts when offered—
as to their morality, schelarship, &c., &ec.  In this character, he in-
formed R. P. that a ggnnleznan from the east originally, had put into
his hands a manuscript of a singular work, chiefly in the style of our
English translation of the Bible, and handed the copy to R. P., who
-iny read a few pages, and ﬁnding nothing apparently exceptionab]e,
-he (R. P.) said to Engles, he might publish it if the author furnished
the funds, or gosd secmxty He (the aunthor) failing to comply with
the terms Mr. Kuogles returned the manuseript, as I supposed at that
time, aﬂ;er it had been some weeks in his possession, with other man-
mscnpts in the office.

“ 'lhls communication written and signed April 2, 1842, -

u BOBMRT PATTERSON ”

The following statement of facts in relation to the birth, life, educa-
tion, and occupamon of Sidney Rigdon, Minister of the goepel of Jesus
C‘hnst in the Church of the Latter Day Bainte, is taken from the fam-
ily recordﬁ as kept by his parents and by the subscr ibers,

He (8. Rwdonb was born on his fither’s farm, Piny Fork of Peter’s
Creek, 8t. Clair township, Alleghany Co., Pa., ¥eb., 19, 1793, where
he Lived till the winter of 1818 and 1819,% and followed far ming and
received a common English education. In the fall of 1817 he plofess-
ed religion,} and 1omed the regular Baptist Church of that place, and
in the winter of 1818 and 19 he went to Beaver Co., Pa.; where he
studied divinity with a Baptist preacher by the name of Clark, and
was licensed to preach by the Conoquenessing Church (time not rec-
ollected) and went from there to Warren, Ohio, and was ordained a

#1819 s the year that Mrs. McKinstry, the daughter of Mr. 8. Spaulding; says she
read her father’s romance for diversion, when she was 12 years old, and her mother, who
is now Mrs. Matilda Davison, sdys that Mr. 8. Spaulding wrote the romance in 1812
She is particular on this point, it being the year of Hull's surrender.

41817 being the time of 8. Rigdon’s professing religion, is one year after the death of
M, Spauldmﬂ as Mes. Davison says that he died in 1816. . **The manuseript then fell
into my hands and was carefully preserved; it has frequently been examined by my
Jaughter, Mrs. McKinstry, of ’vioubon Mass., with whom I now reside, and hy other
friends.” Question; when did S. Rwdon eve1 gee the Spaulding mauuscnpt" I an-
ser never ! NO NEVER ! NDVL‘%”' -
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reguilar Baptist preaclzea , and returned to Pittsburgh in tlie winter of
1821 and *22, and took the care of the First Lc’(/mcm' Baptist- Chuwrch,
and there continued to preach till the Baptist Associotion met in Pitts.
burgh, (precise time not recollected, but we think about the fall:of
1824) at which time they brought some charges against him for not
being sound in the faith; bxouo ht him to trial, “but denied him the.lib-
erty of speaking in sexfdef’cnce and he declared a non-fel lowship with
them, and began to preach Campbﬂ;]um And he, and they that join-
ed with him got the liberty of the Court House, there they: held their
meetings, and he and his brother-in-law, Mr. Brooks, followed thetan-
ning business till the winter of 1827-'28, when he (5. Rigdon) moved
somewhere into the Western Reserve, in Ohio, and there continuned to
preach til the Latter Day Saints came to that part of the country, and
he ]omed them, and continues to be an elder in that church (of Latter
Day 3aints, called Mormons. ) '
In confirmation of the above statements, we her eby subscnbe our
names. CARVIL RIGDON;
PETER BOYER. -
Upper $t. Clair Township, Ahefrhanv Co., Pa

January 27, 1843.
‘We the undersigned do hereby certify that. we are pewonally ae-
. quainted with Messrs, Carvil Rigdon and Peter Boyer, and do Lnow

" . them to be gentlemen of truth and veracity.

DAVID PHILIP‘% ])ecccon 0]" t/ze
Old. Begular Bapiisé Church.
- THOMAS PHILIPS, Jifember of z‘/ze
Old Eey JZLZC&?’ Boptise Church.
ISAAQ PHILIPS ok
THOMAS BLACI\MORE
© WM. ALLESON. :

Upper St. Clair Township, Alleghany Co., Pa.“‘” '
January 27, 1843.
T will here state, for the benefit of our readers at a cmt‘mce that the
place of the birth and farming occupatiou of 8. Rigdon i1l 1819, is
about twelve miles from this city, Pittsburgh. Tar ..AUTHQ‘R.‘

" T hereby certify that T heard Rev. John Rigdon, a member of the
Church of Diqoiples known by the name of Campbellites, sometime in
March, 1840; 4t his own residence in Tal lton Co.; Tllineis; say in an-
swer to a qucbtmn propounded to him by Elder John E. Pzwe as fol-
lows, to wit: Question by Mr. Page—* ‘?n, what are your viewsin
relation to'Si dney Rigdon having any connection with the origin of the
Book of Mormon, as it is reported, that he, Rigdon, had access to the
Spanlding manuseript, from which he tr {m%ubed or orw’m'\ted the
Book of Mormon ?”

Amnswer by Mr, John Rigdon.—+1 donot believe from my acqumn-
tance with him, (5. Rigdon) having knows him from" his infancy till
after the publication of said Book of Wozm@v, as well as one'can know
another, beuw on the greatest terms of intimacy at the tinre said book
was pxinted, and from all the circumstances connected. with his: life,
character and conduct, that Sidney Rigdon had any thuw whatevu to
do with it.”

The above is what he, (J. Rigdon) said in substance, if not, velbfitml.

SIDNEY. A KNOWLTON,..-
Plttcbuawh, Mayor’s Office, } { Sworn and subscribed before me this day.
January 24, 1843. ALEX.HAY, Mavor.
I certify that T am ummamely acquainted with the Rev.:John Rwdon of Tulton Co 3

I3
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Iliinols, and from my acquaintance with him, believe him to be a man of truth and i~

gegrity. SIDNEY A. KNOWLTON. -
Pittsburgh, Mayor's Office, Jan, 24, 1843, N o
Sworn and subscribed before nie this day. . ALEX.. HAY, Mavor..

If any should be desirous to know the standing and character of Mr,
Sidney A. Knowlton, they can refer to the old citizens of Cummings-
-ville and Carthage, Ohio, a short distance from Cincinnati: In Cum-
mingsville, on Mill Creek, and in Carthage, are the places where Mr.
8. Knowlton acquired much of his wealth, and sustained the character
of a gentleman of truth and veracity, He is now loeated on a planta-
-t1on of his own, about 20 miles from Nauvoo, on the head waters.of .
Bear Creek, in Hancock Co., Ill., where any one can refer and find his
.character to be worthy of public coniidence, as a man of truth and
veracity. Tee AUTHOR.:

Since the above went to press, the following certificate from Messrs.
T. Wrrenr, M. D. and Jonx Luprow, Ksq., came to hand, which we
insert entire, together with their note in postscript to answer their re-
quest, which is a compliment due fo those gentlemen,sfor:their favor to
to Mr. Knowlton, which we shall follow with a few remarks for the
public. good, hoping that Messrs, Wright and Ludlow will profit by the
same. ‘ . e

' : “ CARTHAGE, 4th Feb. 1843,
Mzr. KnowrroN.—Dear Sir :— T
P Xours of the 24th ult., requesting me. to certify to
your character fof integrity and truth, while residing in our village,
came to hand a few days ago. I return for answer the following, viz.:
that in no instance did I ever know any thing in your character op-
posed to truth and integrity. It is five years since you left Qarthage,
and since thut time you have, as I am sorry to understand, espoused
the peculiar and dangerous doctrines of the Mormons; but beyond
" this misfortune or weakness, nothing that I am aware attaches to your
~behavior as blame worthy. At your request Mr. Ludlow joins me in

testifying to the above. Yours, &e. T. WRIGHT, : .

: JOHN LUDLOW.
¢ P. 8.—If this letter is for the public ear, we trust you will read the

whole of it. ' T. W..

% # % % # % % o
COPY OF A LETTER FROM ELDER O. HYDE TO GEORGE
oo J. ADAMS, MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL, BEDFORD,
ey “ Lionpon, June 7; 1841,
Dzrar Bro. Apams.—Ibave just arrived in this place from Bedford,
-and hasten with all possible speed, to redeem the promise I made you
before 1 left this morning. ' : T
. As you were advised and directed by the Conference in Bedford to
republish an edition of a certain tract written by Benjamin Winchester,
_of America, in reply to the gross and impious falsehood published by
.-our enemiss, saying that the Book of Mormon was manufactured by
Sidney Rigdon out of the writings of one Solomon Spaulding : this
tale has been published in America, and circulated throughout that
~vast.republic; bus it has been met by the defenders of the cause of -
_trath, and refuted to the .shame, confusion, and disgrace of all those
who were concerned in giving it publicity ; and it is only necessary
~to give publicity to the documents in our possession to paralyze and
blast forever the influence and character of that falschood in this
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eountry, which bears such a striking resemblance to that which was
cireulated about the Savior, “that his disciples came by night, and
stole him away while we slept  In fact the two are brothers, They
were born of the same parents. The devil begat them; and vuyploub
priests brought them forth.

At the time our enemies say that Mr. Rwdon was 61]0‘30”6(1 in fabri-
cating the Book of Mormon, I was a student under him. He was then
a minister in the Christian bapmxt Church in America, and ¥ was'cal-
culating to engage in the same- calling, being a member of the same
church. I was mtunately acquamted "with hnn and with ‘his family,
for a number of years: and a good part of that time I was a boarder
in his family, particularly in 1829.

‘If Mr. Rigdon had been engaged in a work of thatkind, I am certam
that he would have, either duectlj or indirectly, given me a hint of it.
Bat sach an intimation he never gave me in any shape or manner.

I am confident that Mr. Rigdon never had access to the manusecript
of Mr. Spaulding: but even (xllowmw that he might (which my own
thoughts will not allow for a moment) lave seen the manuascript, he
facked the disposition to make the use of it which his enemies accuse
him of; for all people know, who know any thing about Mr. Rigdon,

and are willing to confess the truth, that he would conscientiously
stand as far from such a base forgery, ¢ as Lot stood from Sodom in
its evil day.” Mr. Rigdon never writes a romance upon any subject;
but if he had been in possession of the same consciernce-geared; heaven-
daring hardihood that the very pious' Mr. Spaulding was, he might
p0s51bly have reduced sacred and eternal things to a romance to get
gain, as Mr, Spaunlding did, his own friends being witmesses:’ ©

Forgery, deception, and romance formed no- part of the principles
which Mr. Rigdon taught me during the time that I was under his tu-
ition; and I must say, that I should not have been more surprised:if
they had accused the Lord Bishop of London of the same thmgs whxch
they charge against Mr. Rigdon. )

While the said Mr. Hulburt was a member of our church; and an
elder also, it fell to my lot to travel with him to preach the gogpel; and
it was at my instance that a charge was preferred against him before
the Council of the church for an attempt at seduaction and crime.  He
was expelled; and from personal knowledge I am prepared to say,
that Mr. Winchester and Mr. Rigdon have told the truth concerning
him, and the character which he sustains.

In the spring of 1832 I preached in New Salem, Ohio, the place
where Rev. Mr. Spaulding resided at the time he wrote his: romance.
I raised up a branch of the church at that place, and baptized many of
- Mr. Spanlding’s old neighbors, but they never intimated to me that
there was any similarity between the Book of Mormoun and:Mr,Spaul-
ding’s romance ; neither did T hear such an intimation from’ any quar-
ter, until the immortal Hulbert, a long time after, in eonnection ‘with
some very pious ministers, such peilmps as Mr. Storrs and Mr. Aus-
tin, brought forth the idea. I then went to these neighbors of: Mr.
Spauldm , and enquired of them if they knew any nhma about his wri-
ting a romance; and if so, whether the romance wag any thing like the
Book of Mormon. They said that Mr. Spaulding wrote a book and
that they frequently heard him read the manuscript: but that any one
should say that it was like the Book: of Mormon, was most SUrprising,
and must be the last pisiful resort that the devil had.

One man testifies that Mr. Joseph Smith repeated the contents of
#the Book of Mormon by looking at a white stone, and a scribe wrote

www.LatterDayTruth.org

-



B2

‘them down, and this in Harmony, Susquehannah Co., Pa.  Another
testifies that Mr. Rigdon formed it out of Mr. Sp'xuldm‘f s romance, in
Pittsburgh or in Ohlo some two or three hundred miles from where
‘Mr. Smith is said to have done it ¢ So their Wltnesses agree not to~-
gether.” «Contusion among the Babel repairers.

I now close this letter with a warning to all whom it may consern,
in the name of Jesus Christ, my Master, that whoever has pubhshed
the Spaulding falsehood, either from the press or from the pulpit, that
they repent of their sin, and correct their error through the same me-
dium by which they have committed it, lest their «anments be found
spotted with the blood of souls when God shall Judcre the secrets of all
hearts by that Max whom he hath ordained.

With sentiments of high esteem, I have the honor to qub%enbe my--

self] your brogher in Olmst Jesus. Amen. ORSON HYDE v”

FROM THE GOVERNOR OF ILLINOIS.
“Quiney, T11., April 30, 1840,

Havmg been informed that the Rev’s. Orson Hyde and John E. Page,
Hlders in the Church deneminated Latter Day Saints, are about to de-
part on their Mission to Europe—and having heard the former gentle-
man preach-—and having been made acquamtcd to some extent with ;
4he characters of both, it affords me pleasure to say, that I was migeh
pleased with the sermon delivered by Mr. Hyde; and the reputation
of both gentlemen for talent and christian-like deportment, so far as I
thave been made acquainied, are unexceptionable; and as such, believe
them to be entitled to the respect and kind treatment of all.

(Signed) THOMAS CARLIN, Govemor of llinois:

UNITED STATES OF NORTH AMERICA.:
Srare oF ILLivoss, 2‘ S

I, Alexander P. Field, Secretary of State, of the State of Hlmms one of the Umtéd
Statei of North Amencfx, and keeper of the. great seal of said Suate do’ hereby certify
that Thomas Carlin, who toek and signed the foregoing certificate, is now, and was at
the time of signing the same, Governor of the State mf@reqald duly elected and quali~
died to office, “with fall Ppower by the laws of this State 10 issue certificates as aforesaid ;
that said certificate is in due form of law, and that full faith and eredit are due his
mﬂicml attestations.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand. and the nfreat seal of
{ Ls } State, at the City of Springfield, this tweaty-second day of M.ay in. the
= year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and forty, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States, the sixty-fourth.
(Signed) A. P FIELD, Secretary of Stude,
The following letter was written, by Hider ]’z(/don on the same subject
“ Commerce, May 27, 1839,

- Messrs. BArTLETT & SULLIVAN i—In your psper of the 18th inst., I
see a letter signed by somebody calling herself Matilda Davison. ¥ %
Tt is only necessary to say, in relation %o the whole story about Spaul-
ding’s writings being in the hands of Mr. Patterson; who was in Pitts-
‘burgh, and who is said to have kept a printing ofhcu and my’ saying
th'w r was counected in the said office, &c., &e., is the most base of
Tlies, without even the shadow of truth. There was no man by the name
of Pdttexson during my residence at Pjutsburgh, who had a printing
office; what mlfrht Thave been before I lived there I know mot. Ml.
TRobert Pattexson I was told, had owned a printing office before I lived
in that city, but h‘xd been unfortunate in business, and failed before my
residence there. " This Mr. Patterson, who was a Presbyterian preach-
er, I had a very slight %quamtfmce w1th during my residence in Pitts-
burgh, He was then acting under an agency, in the book and station.
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- ary business, and was the owner of no property of any kind, printing

office or any thing else, during the time I resided in the city. ’
If T were to say that I ever heard of the Rev. Solomon Spaulding

and his wife, until Dr. P. Halbert wrote his lie about me, I should be,
liar like unto themselves. Why was not the testimony of Mr. Patter-
son obtained to give force to this shameful tale of lies ¥ The only rea-
son is, that he was not a fit tool for them to work with; he woald not"
lie for them; for, if he were called on, he would testify to what Thave
here said. ;

Let me here, gentlemen, give a history of this Dr. P, Hulbert and his
associates who aided in O*etwm up and propagating this batch of liés.

I have seen and heard at one time and another, by the persecutors
and haters of the truth, a great deal aboiut the eminent physician, Dr.
Hulbert. I never thought the matter worthy of notice, nor probably
ever should, had it not made its appearance in your paper, or some one
ofequal respectability. AndI believe, gentlemen, had you have known
the whole history of this budget of hes, it would never hawe found a
plaue in your paper. DButto my history.

This said Doctor was never a 1131’7 sician at-any tlme nor: any thmg
else, but a base raffian. He was the seventh son, and his parents.call-
ed him Doctor; it was his name, and not the title.of ‘his profession.

ghe once belonged to the Methodist Ct iarch, and was excluded for
immoralities. He afterwards imposed himself on. the Charch of Lat-
ter Day Saints; and was excluded for using obscene-langnage:to-a
young lady, a member of the said Church, whoresented his insalt with
‘indignration, which became both her character-and profession.. Gl

After his exclusion he swore—for he was vnely profane-—that he
would have revenge, and commenced his work., Ie soon found as-
sistance; a pious old Deacon of the Campbellite Church, by the name
of Onis Clapp, and his two sons, Thomas. J. Clapp and Matthew. S.
-Clapp, both Campbellite pz eaohels abetted. and assisted by another
‘Campbellite preacher, by thename of Adamson Bentley. Hulbert went

“to- work catering lies for the company. Before Hulbert got‘ through,
his conduet became so scandalous that the company utterly refused to
let his name go out with the lies he had collected, and he and his agso-
clates had made, and they substituted the name of . D. Howe. "The
change; however, was not much better. There were scandalous im-
moralities about the Howe family of so black a character that they had
nothing to lose, and became good tools for this holy company to work:
with. A man of character would never have put his'name to a work
which Hulbert was concerned . * * * The tale in your paper is one
hatched up by this gang before the time of their explosion.

It has always been a source ofno ordir aary satisfaction to me toknow
_that my enemies have no better weapon to use againstme, or the cause
Jin which I am engaged, than lies; for, if they Tad any better they
_would certainly use them. I must confess, however, that there is sonie

conSLStency in our persecutors; for, as truth can never destroy’ truth,
it would be in vain for our persecutors to use truth against us, for this
would only build us- up 3 this they seem to know, and la vy hold of the
only available means they have, which are lies. And this, indeed, is
the only weapon which ean be, or ever has been used qoamhb the truth.

- As our persecutors are endeavormor to stop the progress Cof truth, Tmust
_confess that they act with a dwree of consistency in the chmce of
means, namely, lies; but, if gruth would do it, » they would surely not
have recourse to lies.

In.order to give character to their lies, they dressthem up wnh &

' WWW.’LatterDayTruth.org



iz

- great deal of piety ; for a pious lie, you know, has a great deal more
influence with an mnomn‘r people than a plohme one. ‘Hence their
lies came signed by the pious wife of a piong deceased priest.. How-
ever, his last act of hiety seems to have been to write a bundle of lies,
themselves being witnesses ; but then his great piety sanctifies them,
and lies become hol ¥ tmno‘s in the hands of such excessive piety, par-
ticularly when they are ﬂrdced with a few Reverends’; but the days
have gone by when people are to be deceived by these false glossings
of Reverend’s sanctions ;. the intelligent part of the communities of all
parts of the countw know that Iieverends are not more notorious for
“truth than their neigl 1‘001‘4

The only reason why I am assailed by lies is, that my opposers dare
not venture on ‘u'(rmneut knowing that i they do they fall. - They try,
therefore, to keep the pubhw from investigating, by publishing and eir-
culating falsehoods. This I consider a high encomium on both myself

and the cause I defend. Respectfully, S, RIGD@-N.”

A LETTER WRITTEN BY ELDER P. P PRATT.
*To the FHditors of the New Hro —

Sirs:—In your paper of the 25th inst., there is an article copied
from the Bosion Iwcgwaer headed “ Mormon Bible,” and sigued * Ma-
tilda Davison,” which, justice to our society and to the public requires
me to-answer, and I trust that a sense of justice will induee you sir, 0
give your readers both sides of the question.

I am one of the society who believe the Book of Mormon, and as
such Tam assailed in the stutement piofcsqmw to come from ‘\fIatllda.‘
Davison.

The piece in your paper states that “BSidney Rigdon was connected
in the printing office ¢f Mr. Patterson,” (in Pltt‘%btﬂéh ) and that “this
is'a fact well known in that region, as Mr. Rigdon himself has frequent~
Iy stated. Idere he had an ample oppowmnty to become acquamted
with M. Sp%'xldmo s manuseript, (romance) and to copy it if he chose.”
This statement is utterly and entirely false. DMr. Rigdon was’ never
connected with the said printing establishment, either directly, or in-
directly, and we defy the world to bring proof of any such connection.
‘Now'the person or persons who fabricated that falseliood; weuld de
well to repent, and become persons of truth and veracity; before they
express-such acnte sensibility concerning the religious pretensions of
others.  The statement that Mr. Rm&oa is one of the founders of the

said religious sect is also incorrect..

This sect was founded in the State of New York, while Mr, ngdon
resided in Ohio, several hundred miles distant.  Mr. Rigdon embraced
‘the dogctrine Lhmuvh my iastrumentality. I first presented the Book
of Mormon to him. I stood upon the bank of the stream while he was
baptized, and assisted toofliciate in his ordination, and I myself' was
unacqumnth with the system until some months after its organization,
which was on the 6th of April, 1830, and I embraced itin bepte‘};nber
following. ' '

The piece further states that “a woman preacher appointed a a meet-
-ing at New Balem, Ohio, and in the meeting read and repeated.copi-
ous extracts from Lh“ Book of Mormon.” Now it is a fact well known,
that we have not had a female preacher in our connectfon, for we do
not believe in a female priesthood. Tt further says that the excite-
ment in New Salem became so great, that the inhabitants had a meet-
ing, and deputed Dr. Philaster Hulbert, one of their number, to repair
t0 ‘opauldl ng’s widow, and obtain from her the original mauuscript of
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the romance, &c. But the statement does not say whether- he obtain-
ed the manuscript, but still leaves the impression that he did, and thag
it was compared with the Book of Mormon. Now whoever will read‘
the work got up by the said Hulbert, entitled “ Mormonism Unveiled,””
will find that he thiere states that the said manuscript of Spaulding’s ro-
mance was lost and could no where be found. But the widow is here
made to say shat it is earefully preserved. Here seems to be somé
knavery or crooked work: and no wonder, for this said Hulbert is one’
of the most netorions rascals in the western country., He was first cut
off from our society fot an attempt at seduction and erime, and second-
ly, he was laid under bonds in Geauga Co., Ohio, for th\efxtemng to
murder.Joseph. Smith, Jr., after which he 1a1d the deep design of the
Spaunlding romance 1mpo<ltlon, in which he has been backed by evil
and designing men in different parts of the country, and sometimes By
those who do not wish to do wrong, but whe are ignorant on the sub-
ject. Now what but falsehood could be expected from such aperson?
Now if there is such a manuscript in existence, let it come forward at
once, and not be kept in the dark. Again, 3f the public will be patient,
they will doubtless find that the piece signed “Matilda Davison,”
(Spaulding’s widow)} is a base fabrication by priest Storrs, of Holliston,
Mass., iu order to save his craft, after losing the dencon of his church,
and several of its most mtellment members, who Tefi his society to em- .
brace what they considered to be the tr uth, At any rate,a judge of
literary productions, who can swallow that piece of writing as the pro-
duction of a woman in private life, can be made to believe that the
Book of Mormon is a 1*omance For the one is as mush aromance, a8
the other is like a woman’s composition. The production signed Ma-
tilda Davison, is evidently the work of a man aecustomed to publ'c ad-
dress.  The Book of Mormon I Znow to be true, and the Spaulding
story, as far as the origin of the Book of Mormon. is-connected with it, I
know to be false!

I now leave the subject with a candid public, with = sincere desire,
that those who hiave been deluded with sueh vain and foolish lies, may
be undeceived.

Editors who have given publicity to the Spauldmcr story, will do am
act of justiee by giving publicity to the foregoing: “P. P PRATT.

Nzw Yorx, Nov. 27, 1839,

CONCLUSIONS FROM WHAT HAS BEEN PRESENTED ABOVE. -

The facts made to appear by the documents presented in this pampblet are as followss:

1. Rev. Solomon Spaulding wrote a romance in Comneaut, Ashtabula Co., Ohio, im
the year 1812, aud in the same year removed to Pittsburgh, and lodged his romance i
the printing office of Messrs. Patterson & Lambdin, for publication. - The romance re-
mained in Pittshurgh #wo years and fwo years only.

9. In 1814 M Spauldmcr moved to Amity, Washington Co., Pa,, there lived Twor
YEAgs, and died i ¥816; and from that time until 1834, the romance was in the hands’
and safe keeping ot Mr. 8. Spauwlding’s widow, (now Mas: Davison, ) In 183% it was-de-
livered into the hands of one P. Hulbert to get printed, and afterwards, writing to Mre.
Dmvx? 1, and informed her that the romauce did Nor read as he (Hulbert) expecl’kd
therefore he should oot print it.

N. B.—Let the reader notice in particular, that the Book of Mormon first appedred
in print in the year ¥830 ; therefore, inasmuch as the only object of Mr. Hulbert and
his acc<)1nphce< in vmtuw Mrs. Davison, was to obtain she original romance; and com-
pare it with the Book of Mormon in order to find the sxmlety between the two. (if
any) to make itg@ppear; if pocqble vhat the Book of Mormon was a new fangle of the
“romance” by 8. Rigdon. It is rational to concludé that the Book of ‘Motmon and the
said romance must ha,ve been put through a veiy nice and critical research to find thefr
similarity or likeness, but finding none to exist, the only alternative that rémained was
t0 say: - ‘* Now as Spaulding’s boo (Ionmnee) can vo where be found after it was caz-
sied to Patterson’s printing office, and Lemamed there till 18"3 * &e., when Sidney Rig-
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donlived in Pittsburgh. Thus a lic has been catered and palmed off on tiie ?gﬁommtu
and unwary, relative to a matter of the first importance, to deceive the publl(- saying
that the romance of Spaulding’s was ““Jost, and can no where be found,” when in fact it
was at-that time when the lie «vas made, in the hands of him that made that basefalse-

* dood. The influence of which is the same as that falichood made hy the Jews, saying
that “his (Clirist’s) disciples eame and stole him away while we slept.” But as many
of the Jews 4t that time loved a lie bemm than - the truLh they gave implicit heed to the
falseliood, to their swift destruction. o, no doubt, it will be with many of this gene-
ration} thw Al give heed to the Sp'luldmrr lie, tlll they, like the Jews, will suddenly
fall under the just Judwme'lts of God, while He plocueds to gather His saints unto Mouns
Zion, the city of thé Most High.

3. Sxdney Rigdon did not live in Pittshurgh till 1822, siz years after Spauldmvs ro~
mance was carried from Pittsburgh to Was} mwton Co., Pa.

4. In the years 1812-13-14, the time that Mr. opaulmnw s romance was in Pitisbargh,
Mr. S. Rigdon was in the 1%1 20th and 21st years of his age, Jaboring on his father’s
farm, as a f&rmer, and still wed there till the year 1819, the 96th year of hig agey,
’I'HREE years after Mr. bp‘n‘ldm“ died, and his daughter, \Irs MuKm%trv, used to read
her father's roniance for diversion, :md that too at a dlacmw from Pittsburgh.

Thus, gentle reader, your humble servant, the author of this pamphlet, humb]y hopes’
and trusts that the docements presented, with the attendant notes and remarks, wilk
clearly and satisfactorily settle the matter in the minds of a candid public, that the Book
of Mormon did not originate, ag is by many vainly supposed, through the medium of
Spaulding’s romance and S. Rigdon, when in fact it is a demonstrated truth, as clear as:
the-neonday sun, that Mr. 8. Rigdon knew nothing of the Book of Mormon, nor of its
origin, till after it appeared in print in the year 1830. However, the story of the Spaul~
ding romance, seemed to be clothed with so much plausibility to those who knew noth~
ing of the facts concerning the matter, that inasmuch as there is so much reference made
to.it, both in the city and country, throughout the world as a reasen to reject the Book
of Mormon as fabulous, that we thowht it proper to correct the public:mind concerning
this matter. .

The 1impartial reader, who already is aware that all things are not right relative to
matters and things called religion, while we see so much jargon and division concernlng

" it will please mvestlmte whac is renrmchfullv called “T\Iormomsm ? and: thus acquire
a correct understandmﬂf of the Latter Day Saints’ doctrine and prmcnples, and no doubt
you, (as hundreds and thonsands elsewhere are doing,) will fall in love with the truth of
the fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and turn your face Zion ward, and gather with
the saints; and seek to restore Abraham’s seed to the land of *“their fathers ” that the
glory of Zion may appear in the earth ; that Jerusalem may become the thx‘one of the
Lord, and a people be prepared to receive the Lord Jesus at His eoming “in the clouds
with power and great glory,” “to reign in Mount Zion and Jerusalem, ,and before hip
ancients gloriously.”

 FOHN HYDE'S VERSEON OF TEE OREGEIN OF THE
BOOIL OF MORBRMORN.

It has been thought advisable to add the following account of the “SPAULDING
STORY,” from the “work of John Hyde, published in 1857. John Hyde united with the
chitrch under B. Young, in 1848, at fifteen years of age, passed through the various in-
cipient stages of ¢ ‘\Immomam » and received ordination as an elder after which he
labored’in various places in plop’wanmv “the faith,” until persuaded he had been mis-
taken, wheéreupon he endeavors to overthtow what he had striven to build-up. His
work s considered the ablest effors ever made against the ehurch, and it will be seen,
that upon his own rule of evideirce, his work is condemned for there is no corrobora-
tion between its details of the * ‘\‘pauld ng Story,” and that of others who have sought
toiuse it against the church. Tt is inserted for the purpose of companson with the
publishied accounts of others; who endeavor to point out the origin of the Book of Mor-
mon-as being other than that elaimed by the church. Commencmg on page 278 of
Hyde's work we read as follows ¢

¢ But how dig Surith obtain Spalding’s book ?

‘* Spalding wrote this MS. during the years 1810, 11, 12, in Obio. In 1812, he left
Ohio for Pittsburg, where he resided two years, and went thence to Amity, Pa and
died in 1816. After bis death Mres. Spalding, widow, went to reside in Ononda«m Co.,
N. Y., remained there till 1818, when she 1em0ved to Hartwick, Oswego Co., \I Y.,
where she resided till 1832, Mrs, Spalding, widow, says, that she believes the MS
was put into a trunlgwith some others, and that she had it at Hartwick from 1820 to'32.

¢In 1825 Smith, by his own smtement was emploved by a man named Stowell, to
dig for him. Scowe 1l’s residence was close to Hartwick, where this trunk was. After
the publication and recognition of the Book of Mormon, this trunk. was examined and -
ouly one manuscript was Tound. The other papers thag had been in the trunk were gone.
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This M3., that was t](’n found, was the commencement of a'novel on the subject of #he
Indmnb, pmpomw to bring their forefathers from a colony of Latins. Spalding, after
writing a few pages, had abandoned this idea as being too recent; and had commienced
his otjuer 3., which was then missing.  This redl MS. of Spalding’s has never sinee
been found. "Wheve wns it?  Who bad taken it?  Mrs Spalding declares that this
trunk was full of Mr. 8. papers, and among them, she believes, this now missing MS.
The trunk is emptied of all but one paper. Shortly before she inissed them, a m@k is
published, which every one recegnizes as a plagiarism from this identical MS. Smith,
the author of this plagiariam, is proven to have been in the vicinity about the same ‘time -
thint he began to taik aboat hmmo found “this book.” What is the inevitable conelu-
sion? It was there in the tronk; “he was there 1o fake it out of the trunk ; he pub-
lislies a book, and every body recognizes the plagiarism ; ; the trunk is sear ched and it
is nos found. .The case is clear. Smish stole the MS., altered and used it. Butit had
been altered; there were many things in it that Spdldmff would never have written..
Smith was from 1825 to 1827 obtummrr justruction, a8 beealls it. . He was a year
less in altering and extending it, thay mpi]dlll“‘ was in writing it! The objection is
urged thas ¢ Smith was t00 1«7110“mi7 to adaps and alter this no ovel. Spalding described
an idolatrous, Smith a 1ehgxous people.”” o )

STILL ANOTHER VERSION OF THE ORIGIN OF THE
. ) B OF THIORMON.
[ From the Great Salt Lake City Valley Tan, Feb. 29, 1860.]

#¢Tn an old number of Liitel's Living Age, we find the following account of the origin®
of the-Mormon Church and its founders. We trust that the views of the writer, ex-:
pressed in 1851, about having a State as the result of such fanatmsm and folly, isas far
removed in the future now as when uttered:

“ The Rochester American publishes the followmfr from a forthcoming Work by. Mr.
Turner, entitled a ¢ History of Philip and Gorham’s Purchase.’ Thoutrh not- entirely:
new, it is saccinet, and communicates some facts coming within the auchor,’s personal
knowludwe

Tt is believed by those who were best acquainted with ‘the Smith family, and most
conversant with all the Gold Bible movement, that there is-no foundation for the state-
ment that their original manuseript was written by a Mr, Spaulding, of Ohio. A sup=~
plement to the Gold Bible, * The Book of Commandments,” in all probability was ‘writ<
ten by Rigdon, and he may have been aided by Spaulding’s manuscript ; but the book
itself is without doubt a production of the Smith family, aided by OLIVER COWDERY,
who was.a sehool teacher on Stafford street, an intimate of the Smith family, and iden-
tified with the whole matter. The production, as all will conelude who have readit, or
even given it a cursory review, is not that of an educated man or woman. - The’ buno'-
ling attempt to. counterfeit the style of the seriptures; the intermixturc of modern’ phm—
%olmy ; the ignorance of ch*orolooy and.geography; its utter crudeness and baldness,:
as a:whole, sﬁamp its character, and clearly exhibit its vulgar oriwin Tt is o strange
medley of scripture, romance, and bad compositien,

.. “The primitive design of M. Smith, her husband, Jo, and Cowdery, was money—
making:; -blended with Which perhaps was a-desire for notoriety; to be-obtained by:a
¢cheat and fraud. The idea of being the founders of anew sect was-an-after thouﬂh(}

in which they were zude«l by oﬂ*cm
* % % B

¢ The after-thought whmh has been alluded to, the enlargement of original intentions;
was at'the suggestion of 8 Rigdon, of Ohio, who made his appearance and blended him-
self with the poorly davised qchane\ ofhnpostme, about the time the book wis 1ssued
from the press. He unworthily bore the title of a Baptist elder, but had by some: pre=
vious freak, if the author is rightly informed, forfeited his smnding with that respectable
religions.-denomination.  Designing, ambitious and disbonest, under the semblance:of

sanctity and assumed epirituality, he was just the man for the Smith house hold and their

half-dupe and half-designing abettors; and they were just the fit instruments:to be: de-

_sired. He became at once the Hamlet, or more appropriately perhaps, the Mawworm

of the play.”

“L\Jxlb(){}
The foregoing versions of the origin of the Book of Mormon 1e-
mlnd s oft he celcbmted defense of a Teuneqqee ]awyer :
Action had been brought for a tea-kettle which had been borrowed

.and broken: First, Thc kettle was broken when it was borrowed.~=~
- Secondly, It was Whole when it was 1meed and t/zzrn’l./, we newer

borrowed ANY TEA-KETILE |
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