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JOSEPH SMITH.
Was He a Prophet of God?
By ELDER R. C. EVANS.

Friends, T am thankiol for. the
opportunityafiorded me of standing
before you upon this oceasion, and

will give you a few reasons why I
believe that Joseph Smith was a
prophes of God.  As a standpoint
upon which I will base the iemarks
I may have to offer, I draw: your
attention fo the seventh chapter of
the gospel 23 written by Matthew
and will read from’ the fifteenth to
the twenticth verses, inclusive: ;

““Beoware of false prophets, which

come ‘0. you in gheep’s clothing,

www.LatterDayTruth.org



but inwardly
S wolves, Ye
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inow them by
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80 every geth forth
good fruu; e@"mpﬁ tres
bringeth forth evil fruit. -~ A good
tree cannoct bring forth evil frult,

;ﬂ’le?’ can s. eorrapt tree bring

nib Hivery tree that
brmgeth not forth good fruit is
hewn down anci cast into the fire,
Whersfore by their frults ve shall
know them.”

The leading i‘gmwi,’a to which 1
desire {o direct your aftention is,
‘that we gmmd bewars of false
prophets; that they were to be
known by their fruits, and that a
eormpt forth
good fru o
© the gen nai tegtimony of
: todav evi idences she fasi that they
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to be n servant of God, in this or
any other age of the world, Tam
here to say that I do mot belisve
this 18 a proper tribunal befors
which to try Joseph Smith, or any
other man. ~ But a8 the world has
triad him hefore thiz tribunal and
found him guilty, I want to apply
the same. kind of 8 trial to others,
who lived in the years agone, = If it
is fair to try Joseph Smith by pop-
ular opinion, you wul at oncg con-
cede that 1t is fair to try any other
man by this same oriterion.
We introdues to you the prophets
of the fong ago, but befors going
“into & critieal examination of all
their triale; «i@ﬁ’w ieg and persecu-
tiong, we submis one small piece of
evidense in the language of the

Savior, wherein he. said, reviswing
the past and hov
God had heen tresled when tried
before the tribunal of pablic opinion:
“Which of the prophete have not
your fathers - pevsecuted? = And
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they have kiiled those who testified
before of {he coming of the Just
One.” Here we discover that when
the prophets were tried before the
tribunal of public opinion they were.
found guilty and the penaliy was
death,

We next introduse to you the
Lord Jewus Christ, he whose: fair
Life. was not darkened by even a.
shadow of ‘sin, whoee - life. was 2
benediction to. the race; who lived
only to bless and 4o lift up- and to
strengthen. . He was put upon trial
before  this same  tribunal,” pop-:
alar opinion.  What is the result?
The chief men of the mpation, his
own. brethren after the flesh, the
Jews, were found testifying against
him, . Thelr chief effort was to
educate the people to believe that

he was abad man. - It-was a work

©of years before this was accom-
plighed.® At times we find them
‘trying to injure him, but were
foiled in their atiempt, and the rea-
son given wag,  “They feared the
people.” = Bat in process of time.
“the pecp}.e‘becama ‘educated, under
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the vituperation aund gcandal that
was constantly being burled against
him, to ery out to Pilate,  <Thou
art no friend oi Ceavar’s if you let
this man go,” and, “Cricafy him,
crucify kim!” ~ Sworn lestimony
was: given against him, until he
who knew vo sin was found guilty
by the tribunal of public opinion,
and the verdict was similar to that
given in the case: of the prophets—
guilty, and the penalty Lollowea——
death.

We hurriedly pass on -to -the
apostles of the Lamb, and we find
that  everywhere = the - cry was,
““Away  with  them! ~Away with
them!”  Until the prophetic declar:
ation was fulfilled—¢The time came
that they drank the blood of the
Saints.”’ ,
 Now we know that Jesus was in-
nocent and pure and true ‘fo his
charge, but we have histories tell-
ing us that the verdiet of the age
in which he Lived was, that he was
an‘itlegitimate ¢hild; that he was
o born of fornigstion; tha$ his moth-
er was a poor woman who esrned

www.LatterDayTrmh.org :




attention
b Beadle,
at writers againgd

one- of the
Mormoniam; urges as  a elaim
y that hig moth-

- and true
the . ragged -

huars

ghawl of 2 wash woman. . History

teils us that these sfories were oir-
culated againgt Chvisy and his die-
ciples, until it was said of him that
he, being 2 bad maxn, went about
the worid -geiting big hiving in-a
bad and shanieful manner and that
he bad couonected with him ten or
eleven vile. publicans. . This is
found in Lardner's higtory of Christ-
ianity. '

So go further than tha apostles,
and we find that the warld hated
hristianity as long s the Christ-
iang remeained true.  While the ser-
roggling amid

vants of God wore s

garih-life, the purity
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to bad men and ‘he yesul iﬂ wag that
bad men hate wa find
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mand of Charles
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meadals 1 commemoration of this

holy (%) event. ' ‘
The time came when, in many

parts of Eu}‘ape, the reformation

became peopuiay, and,” forgetful of,
the struggles through which they
had passed; ihey followed in the
wake of thelr mother, Rome, and
did the works of darkness like unto
“those that shs verformed, and we
are informed by the Uatholic his-
torian that the followers of Calvin
2lone burned over twenty thousand-
Roman churches and killed thous-
nds of priests, We are further
informed by the protestant histori-
an, Cobbett, that ‘it was death for'a
Catholie prieat to come 1nto Eng-
land 1n the reign of Queen Kliza.
beth, . Death wag written on the
lines il along, : ;
“Coming over here to America, w
find that the fathers came over here
that they might worship God after
the dictates of their own congcience,
They desired . to worship as they
pleased. - The time came when they:
became  popular and. strong, and
“then they tried to force other men
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% they worshipped
him, until we find, on the siatute
books of the easier
(which perhap
this honr), thas &k
were fined beeaun
attend the Epl
and, indeed, %ha’g é;'tm }3
er who had been
that sprinkling ;
of things as ‘feund in the revela-
tions of Giod, end that inf

tiem was a creaturs of the Pope;
that had no ovigin - in the days of
Christ, that  the mother that re-
fused to bring her child fo the
Episcopalian priest for baptism, was
fined two thousand. pounds of to-
baceo, half to go to the informant
and balf {0 ibe aiste.

We come further dowmn, and we
find that-the great hero of the Bap-
tist chureb, Roger Wilkams, was.

80 perﬂeaufeé that to gave his life

windsw of
ate bernea, By
sustain life
reached 2
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cause he had been Heard to 83y
gomething that popular opinion did
noy fd«v@l’ He must have besen
talking about that time when the
people had rejeoved the fruth .and
foretelling the fact that it would
yet be restored. = I have uno. hesi-
tancy n saying thas perbaps Wes-
ley was endowed with the Spirit
when he sang:

“Almighty God of love,

Set up the 'tracting sign,

And sumrnons whom thou dost approve
As messengers divine,

From favored Abraham’s seed
Thenew apestles choose,

In isles, and continents to spread
The dead reviving news.

He¢ kpew that the $ime would
come. when the law of God wounld
again be ﬁbsyeoé and ‘ishe Aln
would spask
eng and at,?z,
apostles to ‘Lg smingte the
truth and illumine the w
hight of the
said should shine in the

I might procsed upon this ling of
argument, mi Ef bel
ready to- admil now

o
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opinion 18 not the proper tribunal

before which to try. thie prophets,
Christ and the ﬂpcsﬂes, the reform:

ers, or even Joseph Bmith. Ifitis
fair fo try Tmegh S-ntfn by. thig

mbumiﬁ vou must iry sl the rest
by the zame éz’zbumi. - You know

the verdict has been with regard to

all the rest ihf they were guilty,

and death was the penalty in the

majority of oages.” - Mow, a8 you .
diseover it is unfair and unreazon-
able to try Joseph Smiih, or any
other man, by popular opinion; I
ask; what i9' the tribunal before .
which he should be ¢ried, or before
which the others should have been
tried... By text says, ““Beware of
falee prophets-* * you shall know
~ them by thele fruits, - A -corrupt
tree cannot bring forth good fruit.”
When we iry t‘zzei@fez*mez‘g by this
guids, rule; ‘weo find. that
God did bless yh @, This church
“has been reproacbed because of mis-
umieiﬂtmmrg, and’ ‘some . have
thought that we taught that there
was. no geofﬁ; in the vafermation.
This 18 not trae.  We believe that
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God blegsed Calvin, that he inspired
Wyeliffe, and that he blessed Charles
Wesley, John. Wesley, and others
‘who were connected with the refor-
mation.  We believe that God’s
Holy 8piri¢ truly mspired the Wes-
levs, and, indeed, was in the church
over which Knox and Calvin pre-
sided; that almost every effort in
the line of truth was made to break
the dark chain of Romanism andlet
the light in; preparatory to the efful-
gence that should comse when the
God of heaven should again speak
and send forth his accredited min-
isters and reorganize his church and
place it upon the platform that Jesus
left it upon. . We are thankful for
all the good the reformers brought
about, and when this church sends
her missionaries ouf to preach, we
¢an gy - to. every ‘nation,  every.
clime, every church and every man,
Keep all the good you have. We -
introduce to you something that we
claim 18 good and we - ask you o

© test it, and if it is good aceept it.

- My besrt. was made glad when'I
was oalled before ths $ribunals of

www.LatterDayTruih.org
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our -country to defend this canse,
and when I heard the 'brightest
minds of the British realms declare,
after having read the Book of Mor-
mon, the revelaticne of Joseph
Emith, “and ths theory of  thig
church, that itisnot only Christian,
" but eminently Christian, and that
the great causs of the world’s oppes-
ition to this work was because. the
Latter Day Sazints clung with fe-
nacity to the truihs as taught in the
Bible.  And when the cause was
brought in, Chisef Justise Armour
declared that the action was not
prosecution but persecntion; and do
you know that when the Judge gave
that verdict, I was so rejoiced inmy -
soul that I forgot that I had not had
any dinper..” I W@Ef out upon the
streets and talked, and did not have
any dinmer thasi day. - I felt to
thank God that the chiel minds of

the Brifish nation should declare,
with words of soberness, tha 't tuera
wag nothing cont
ity -in the w“a{“
chureh, Ti}&y z
in ¢ime if ¢ ; only be honest
snough to s,mebt:;g;zm -
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ation within i}

ary to Chris-
§ ihis body.”

It has beon 83:1d fhat not only the
popular opinion of the world, but
that the friends of Joseph Bmith
havs dam'xme{i him as being a
false prophet, and the woik he in-
troduned 28 being of the devil. " Do
vou know, my [riends, that Iam
hera thig morning with the -inten-
tm“ Gi burling thig falzsheod back

- those who make it?

stmnges:; evids
cameg from &

A_w

m
v..)
&

$can be given
's%’h-& became en-
tangled in rg of this world.
unfil they Bpiris of God,
and becansge. of thelr mng, were ex- .
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communicated from the church.. I
will introduce a few of them. this
morning as witnesses 1 the defense
of the prophetic mission of Joseph
Smith and the divise authenticity
of the Book of Mormon and the
work he 8o nobly sstablished, - Tt
has been said that the three wil- -
nesses to the Book of Mormon de-
nied their testimony, but the evi-
dence says that the last words ‘of
Martin Harris wers in delenss’ of
the prophetic  mission of ‘Joseph
- 8mith, and it iz s21d by those who

claim to know, thathe died with the

Bible in one haod and the Book of
Mormoa: in the other.. And not-
withstanding  Oliver Cowdery and
David Whitmer had their trouble.
with Joseph and the church, when
the world would have lauded them
to the skies had they dencunced him
as a false prophet and denied the

. divine authenticity of the Book of -

Mormon and the work he estab-
lished, in the midss of all their dif-
“ficulties, they ever stood firm to
the- testimony. that Joseph Smith

_ was a prophetof God, and the Book :

WWw.LatterDayTruth.Qrg
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of Mormon was of divine authentic-
ity. It is also said that Oliver
Cowdery’s lagt words to David
‘Whitmer were, ¢“David, be irue to
your testimony.” And the grand
old man, Dayid Whitmer, when the
very 1ce of death was freezing the
mearrow of his bones, took a3 pén
and, for the last time, signed his
name to the siatement that an angel
appeared to Joseph Smith and that’
the Book of Mormon was of divin
authenticity; that he knew i be
cpuge an angel of God had revealed
it to him, that he had heard the
voice of God declaring to him that
that work was divine;, and the
lass words that be uitered were in
defeme of the tesiimony that he
had borne from a young ‘man up to
28 of eighty years,

that some of the
he ohurch denied
1ave heard a good

4

the “Expomtor”

deal about what
was and how the Latter Day Baints
destroyed that publication, and all
that sort of thing.. Why, do you
know in the testimony we offered

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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up in Canada a little while ago with -
reference to the Laws and Higbees,
and Fosters and so on, at consider-
able expense I went and purchased
s paper that was published m 1844
called the ¢“The Bxpositor.”  There
was only one issune of that printed,
and let me read to you from that
this morning the testimony of the
Laws with veference to this ques-
tion.  Now I want you to under-
stand that the Laws’ and Fosters
and others were excommunicated
from the church because of their
wrong. doing. - After - they had:
printed this scurrilous sheet agamst
the church, after they had done
‘their lavel best against the church,
I ask, What did they say with ref-
erence to the prophetic mission of
Josep Smith?  What did they say
with reference fo the Book of Mor-
mon? . What did they have to say
with reference to the organization
of the church as organized by Joseph
Smith? T now read you an extract
from. that very “Hxpositor” 'that
wag published in 1844. After they
were cut off from the church.  This

www.LatterDéyTruth:org i
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was written on the 7th of June,
1844, and reads as follows:

«<As far ag our acquaintance with
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints, we know no men or set
of men can be more thoroughly ac-
quainted with its rise, its organiza-
tion and ite history than we have
reason to believe we are.  We all
verily believe and many of us know
of a surety that the religion of the
Latter Day Saints as originally
taught by Jogeph Smith, which iz
contained 1n the Old and New  Tes-
taments, the Book of Mormon and
Book of Covenants, is verily true,
and tha$ the pure principles set
forth therein are the immusible and
eternal principles of heaven.”

I'do not believe that President

Jogeph Smith or W. W. Blair could
~ stand to-day snd bear stronger testi-
mony to the authenticity of . the
Book of Mormon and to the divinity
of the mission of Joseph Smith than
Law and Foster and others did on
this occasion, and which they put
right in their own paper. - And this
paper has been hurled against us as

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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evidence {hat Joseph Smith was
falge and all that sort of thing.
While  these men - believed .  that
Smith and others prominent in the
church had erred in judgment, when
ths time came for them to bear tes-
timony to the divine authenticity of
the work, they declared that they
believed they knew ag much as any
other men on earth about its. rise,
progress and history, and that they
kpew its doctrins was the immauls-
bie and eternal principles of heaven.

The Doctrine and Covenants re-
ferred to by them is a book of rev-
elation given by God for the gov-
ernment of  the - chureh, through-
Joseph  Bmith, and they say thess
ars frue. .

1 eall your atfention fo just oue
other testimony with regard to this
matter,: I find it 1n szaekei‘”s hi

- fory written agamst the Laster Day.
Saints, pages 171-174.  Now, 1o
membsr that {his man somes o us
with his record ag s book wrilten
against the chureh.  Hs believes
that Joseph Smith  was decsived,
that he was not 2 true prophet, bat

(D

€3]
i
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1a

gee what he says with refercnee to
the man, 83 to hig character; and as
to his sincerity, and as to his purity
ot life: '
“They (the DMormons) allege;
- what appears from his (Joseph
Bmith’s) whole carcer to bhe the
moszt. probable, that he was at all
times most anxious Lo preserve the
church free from taint and to ex-
clude adulterers, reducers and per-
£ in "orta‘ livagg KR S AR T

wh»::ewg:rea‘i 1mpo@€e‘r ad ,fia was-—
ngver migadd an opportunity to de-
nounce sedusers and adultererg as
anfit to emter his chur ok, should
have been coneerned, direstly or in-
direoily, m gamu‘ezmg s like ‘tbese,
though 1% is scarcely surpriging that
when such stories %a& hee Giroun-
lated by men whom the prophet bad
thwarted or. veprimanded, there
skould have been found some per-
sons willing to believe them.”

The reader of the pages referred”
t0, will, when reading the full ac-
counts, digesver: that the men. re-
ferred to as being thwarted, rvepri-
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- manded or cut off the chureh, and
who- afterwards slandered Joseph,
were the Laws and Fosters of the
«“Hxpositor.”

Governor Thomas L. Ford ison
record in thig very work as having k
stated that the charges preferx:ed
against Joseph Smith at the time of
or prior to his death, were unfound-
ed in fact, and there ‘was no- evi- -

dence by which they could be prov- -

~_en; that the Smiths were innocent
of the cbarges preferred against
them.  And it is said that when the
rumor  weni out that the Smiths
were to be liberated, the mob came
- together, and do you remember
what the verdict was?  Smucker
tells us.. - Oh, how in keeping with
the verdict of those bloody scenes
of long ago! ~Here 1t is: © ¢1f the
laws of our coumfry cannot kill
" them, powder and shot can.”  (See
Smucker, pp. 176, 206.) ;
Father James Whitehead, in the
congregation, here gald, ¢‘Ves, that
is true. I know that is true, I was
there.” " Here is the private secre-
of the martyred prophet declaring

www.:LatterDayTruth,org
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this to be true, and more than that,
he was there, :
You discover that, in looking
over his personal enemies, in lnok-
ing over the testimony of the chief
magistrate of the State in ‘which he
then lived, and in looking over the
testimony of men who had been in
the church and were excommuni-
cated from it, they speak with
reference to his character as being
a grand, good man. While they
thought he had made mistakes, yet
when brought tace to face with the
idea as to whether God had called
him, and whether - the "Book  of
Mormon was of divine authenticity
they = declared that they -were
in a position to know as much
about the rige, progress and history

-~ of this work as any other mien on

earth, and they declared that God
was in - it; that the doctrine as
taught by Smith,and the revelations
contained in the Book of Covenants
and the Book of Mormon, were the
divine principles of heaven.

Now then, as we have found (1)
tha$ popular opinion iz not - the

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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proper eriterion by which to try
Joseph Smith or any other man, (2)
a8 we have discovered that the
fertimony of those who wete his
personal enemies speak in his favor, -
now, (3) I wish to introdues to
you the proper way by which to fry
Joseph Bmith, as found in my text:
“‘Beware of false prophets, * * By
their fruits yo shall know them. *
* A corrup¥ tree cannot bring forth
good {ruit,” Now I want you to
nciice very carefully. Iam goingto
fry t0 show you some of the fruit
that was produced in the dootrine,
tezching and faith, and organization
{3 churvch under Joseph Smith.
am. gomg to. ask you to pass
adgment upon 1t this morning and

Pt 4D

4
gee whather it ig corrupt fruis or
t
t

good feuit. - I 15 ig good frulf) re-
ember you must not condemn it
If Joseph Smith was a corrupt, bad
man, remember Jesus has here laid
down the line by which we are to
messurs him, in the declaration,
“A corrupt tres connot bring forth
good fruit.’? - What were the teach- .
ings of Joseph Smith? - In the firss

www.LatterDayTrmh.org‘
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place, he taught the world that the
church as  established by Christ
eighteen hundred years -ago had
gone into apostacy, that the priest
hood (that is, authority fc aet in
the ordinance of i'w chureh  of

Christ) was takén o heaven. Was
there any proof for that?. I muss

be Lrief upon thiz thought, but I

5 good witnesges on that
f the Roman Catholic
church is the érue chareh of Jesus

cessors of the apostles as ordaiped
their

.

4] ST,

Latimer, Ridley, Wesley, Kuox,

Calvin, barm*‘w%?, or any otherz, to
chureh?

reform and o*‘ga?ﬁ ze another
If the church of Romse i8 the true
church, theze reformers did wrong

in leaving her, they were leaving
the true church. But the“y all
come to us ssying that the chursh
of Rome wae in apostacy, that =he
ig the mother of barlots, the abom-

mation of the earth; ete. - Well, if
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ghe ig, then Joseph Smith told the
trath when he said that the Church
of Christ had gonse into apostacy.
Next, when Joseph Smith organ-
‘ized the church he declared that an
adgel from God had. vestored the-
priesthood to bim and to other men.
Now the world says, “But wait
here. We have no need of such a
restoration,” I asgk the whole re-
formation, By what authority do
you act? . Has an angel appeared fo
you? Did you ever read in the
writings of Luther, Wycliffe, Cal-
vin, Knox, Latimer or Wesley that
an angel appeared to them and that
'they were ordainéd under divine
hands? - You wmever did. Now if
" the church .of Rome was corrupt,
and they all claim she was, I ask
vou, where did these men get. their
aﬁthority to preash and minister in
the ordinances of the church? The
answer comes back, It is an apple
that grew —on. the .corrupt iree,
Mother Rome.  Our text says. a
corrupt tree . 3apnot bring forth
good- - fruit. Did . you - ever
vealize: this" truth, that Luther,
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Wyehff, Rudley, Latimer,  Calvin
and Knox al{ acted under the ordin-
ation of the ministers of the Pope?
And let me tell you further, that
they never suffered a second ordina-
tien. Now if that church was

wrong, if that iree was corrupt,
then it was not the authority of
Christ, therefore, while we are will-
mg to accord to them their just
dues, that they accomplished ~a
great deal of good in the world,
that they were blesged of Ged 1n
bringing about a great deal of good,
vet when the question of priesthood
authority and church -organization:
gomeg, they are weighed in the bal-
ance and found wanting. :

Further, Joseph Smith comes {o
ug and declares that an angel ap-
peared to bim.  “Now,” says one,
¢sthat is the very fact that stamps
him an imposter.”  Is that so?

() yes, there are no angels now.”

What has become of all the
angels?

O well, they do not come to .
earth row.”
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Well, why? The book tells us,
as a part of the business of angels,
that they are ministering spirits
sent forth to minister to those who
ghall be heirs of salvation. Have
we any heirs of salvation in this
country new? - Angels used to
appear toihe people of God, and just
look up the record and geo if God
ever had a people, acknowledgad of
himself, to whom. angels did: not
appear and bless. - You cannot find
any. :

Joseph Juc ared that an avgel
appeared unto him. . Now wse go'to
the Bible and we find that in the
last days, 1 the hour of Godls
Judgment, just befors the havvest
tizs.e, near the end of the world, at

eventide, there should be light and |
k” owledge; that the light of God
ghould rest upon the world and thas
knowledge would increase. In the
day of bis preparation these things
wers to be brought about, and the
gospel was to be restored, that
“this-gospel’” should be preached 1n
all tho world for a witness and then
the end should come, and we are
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told that in this epoch of the world’s
history an angel was seen flying
through the midst of heaven bring-
ing the: everlasting gospel to- the
earth.

¢But,” says one, ““that mesns o
gome toreign nafion.”

Oh no; the record says that the
zospel i¥ to be preacher to svery
nation, and .«.m:j ad, tougume an
people; and that this is to ¢ome 1n
the hour of God’s j dgment, by the
hand of an angel (14 Rev. 6-T) at
the harvess tume.  Then, before the
end of the world, an eneign spoken

£ by the prophet Isaiah shall be

fitted up,
Bavs one, “If the angels were to

come, I do-not think ”'}937 would
m})ear to ‘a voung fellow Like

ph Smith.  They wonld come
o a { ardinal \uv man, or & Tal

“ ‘Lhm thee, G Father Lom 0f
heaven ‘and . carth, bma nse thou
hagt hid these things from the wise
and prudent and hast revealed them
unto babes, Hven so, Father; for

ey
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80 it seemed good in-thy sigvht.”‘
And it did not take Paul long to
remind us that “not many wise men
atter the flesh, not many mighty,
not many noble are called,” but
that God bad ¢chosen. the foolish
things of the world to confound the
wige; and ¥ * the weak things of
the world to confound those which
are mighty; and base things ot the
world, and. things which are de:
gpised, hath God chosen, yes; and -
~things. which are not, to- bring:to
naught things that are.”
It is recorded that an- angel :
appeared. - unto. Zechariah, -and
Zochaiah savs that when the angel
appeared he said to another angel:
“Run and speak to the young man,
and tell him that Jerusalem shall be
inhabited as towus without walls
for the multitnde of men and cattle

" therein.” . Do - you = remember,
right here, that Joseph Smith was:
an early advoocate of the fact that
the Jews would = be " restored ' to
Palestine, that Jerusalem would be
built up agamn, that the land of.
Palestine would be blessed under -

www.LatterDayTruth.org



31.

the smile of God and the former
and latter—that is the spring aand
fall — raing. wounld we restored?
And when ke urged that then, it
was declared- that no one but 2
fanatic would believe that- this
geripture was to-be taken literally,
“for,” they ssid, ¢“this prophecy
with reference to the land of Pales-
tine being blessed is spiritual, and
the building up of Jerusalem and
the second coming of Christ will
.be in a land you cannot geogra-
phically locate”—up here gome-
where  (looking. upward)., . But
Joseph believed in the diviaity:
ot his own ‘mission and  that"
Jehovah had spoken to hlm, and he
could sing: '

“Q@o on in faith, ye Saints, go on,
Fear not, the cause is good,
The Jews rebuild Jerusalem,
As prophets said they would.
The prophets said in latter days,
The Jews would once again
Return and build their city up,
Their loved Jerusalem,”

Jogeph was the author of that
hymn I'am.told. When the world
was heaping all manzer of vitupers-
tion upon him his faith was in-
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spired by the light that was shining
in hig great heart snd he was en-
abled to rejoice in tribulation. I
think the testimowny that he gave
with reference to the angel is pret-
ty good. L
Now, this angel told him some-
thing elss that was gunite shocking,
that none of the churches, none of
the creeds, were entirely - right
He declared that they were an
cabomnation -~ In - many . Tespecis.
Arnd do you know who- sesonded
that motlon? Do you know who
has supported that siatemeni? Do
vou know who has been oryme
“Amen!” to the statement made by
the angel to Joseph Bmuh? I will
tell you, The entire Christain world
bag  been shouting  “*Amen!” fo
that statement. What do I mean?
I mean tha$ Joseph deslaved ihat
5 megsage [rom heaven wig com:
ricated” t0 bhim, and they =ald
n ¢hig sengs, they bave been
finkering with their creeds and
g and  mending - them.

“'That shows that thefe was some-
thing wrong about them at that
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time and 1s evidence that Joseph
Smith was right. :

Fuarther, ke organized the church
upon its original platform, with
apostles, prophets, svanglists, pas:
tors, teachers, ste., and when he
did this the whole world raiced up
and declared, ““That 18 a fraud,
any way; that 13 not right! Why,
the idea of this young man orgsniz- -
ing  the church according to the -
original pattern. Such an impossi-
bility! -~ Wesley, or Calvin or Knox,
never dreamed of auch an abrurd-
ity.”

Yeg; but Joseph Smith says that
is the way God had instructed him
. to act.

Says one, It is not right.”

How do you know?. Try him by
the fruits, this is the test. Let us
go-to the récerd. In- the twelfth

chapter of 1 Corinthians we have

language -something - like . this:
¢God hath geb gome in the chureh,
first -apostles, sécondanly prophets,
thirdly teachers,” and so om.
“But,” says one, ‘‘they were set
in the church until it became per-
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Cu

i

fect, and then they were ©o longer
needed.”

Yes.  That 1, it takes twelve
apples o make a perfoct dozen, and
as goon ag. you have the perfect
dozen you can feke six away and
you have 3 perfect dozen  yeb
If the church was perfect with those
officers in .it j ‘«,f 5% goon as they
wers taken out, I ank you, wounld 1t
not bscoms ir fez*feeé? Lot us see.
Paul tells uz why thess were to
remain in ihe c'im rel.  He rays:
““And - he gave.  soms, apostles;.
and ®ome, prophets;. and some,
evangelists; and  some, pastors
and teachers; for the- perfestion:
of the raints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying of
- the body of Christ.”

How leng, Paul?

<Till we all come in the anity of
the faith, and of the knowiedge of
the Bon - of God, unto a  perfect
man, vnto the  meapare of - the
staturs of the fullness of Christ.”

- He.gives one other . reasom, a
grand one, tkat I thank God for,
that every Latter Day Saint ought to
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thank God for. It is this: ¢«That

we henceforth be no more children,

torsed to and fro, and carried about

with every wind of docirine, by

the sleight of men, and cunning

craftiness, whereby they lie in wait
_to deceive.”

Why, do you know, friends that »
that is granﬁ?

But somebody savs: <Look at
this individuzl. . Yon cannot put
any dependence in him, Ai omne
time he wag a Catholie, and after a
while ke came down to the Baptists;
afterwards he landsd in among the
Methodists, and bas been running
every way. ‘Thers is no stability
in the maun,”

Why, the poor fellow evidences
the fzct that he iz honesily seeking
for the kingdom. - He recognizes
" thay God hae given & deseription of
the kingdom, and m this desorip-
tion of the organization of the
c‘nnreh he declares that these apos-

and prophets, ete., were to be
p}aced in 1%, and the man has been
gearching srousd to find  that
church.  And just as spon as he
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comes to the church organized by -
Joseph Smith he tinds apostles and
prophets there, and -therefore he
says, I have sought the church
aceording to the desoription and
here I bave found it,  Now, 1 will
be no more & child, ‘“tossed to and
fro, and carried about by every
wind of doctrine.” . And the re-
gult is that, though you may find
men going into darkness in this
church and being excommunicated
beeause -of thewr sins, you have
them saying in public piaeés and
writing in the public press, ¢ de--
- plore my weakness; but i1f I fall
~and go  to perdition, T want this
people to understand that the church
of Christ has been-organized. = Jog-
oph Smith is a prophet, the Book
of Mormon is true; this church and
its organization is of God and will
stand - though I fall.” There is

somethmg gla?& about this, that
though a man goes into - darkness
and is cut QE when he is brought
face to face W}f‘b the question  of
the divinity of the church he stands
firm and declares that] the work 18
true, ;
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As to the doectrine of Joseph
Smith, I just hastily glance over it.
Joseph taught the doctrine of faith.
Is that good fruit? You - shall
know him by his fruit, and a cor-
rupt tree cannot bring forth. good
fruit, Joseph Smith tanght that
we should believe in God and 1n
Jesug Chrigt, and “that we - should
believe in the Hloly Ghost.' Is that
good fruit?  Is that similar to the
- fruit that grew upon the Christian
tree eighteen hundred years ago?
And remember, Lo never requested
you to belisve in a dead God, but a
living God, and alive  to the inter-
ests and welfare of his people at
all times. e taught us to believe
in the God of heaven, the omnipo-
tent God, and that he would save
to the uttermost.  And I draw your
attention to the thought that when
he taught us to believe in the Holy
Spirit it wae not 2 dead Spirit, but -
that that Spiris would be in you,
springing up as a river untc ever-
lasting life. = IHe taught you to be-
lieve that the Spiris was unchange-

able and that you had a right to
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balieve in the Hpirit in which they
believed sighteen centuries ago snd
expect the ministrations of it as
they received i then, and that it
wag g live organizaticn into which
he asked you to enter. Isthat trre?
Is that ¥ight? Is that good fruii?
I muss hagtily pass by,

After teaching f2ith and confi-
dence in the Fathar, Son and Spirit,
he taught you to belisve that you
should repent of your eins; because
God would not lock upon ein with
the least degree of allowance. I
that good fruit? I think 1tis good.
After repentanse,  he taught that
you shounld be baptized by immer-
gion, for the remission of m Is
that asceord
grew upon

f‘

.;,}

an . tres

eighteen soentaries We' are
told by the God ¢n, who
gent forth hiz By ding ‘to
the prayer of Jesus Christ, to his

apostles—he  infor
noticas it is not Peter, but God; he
gent i
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do to be saved?’ ov ¢Msn and
brathven what shal do?” found
in the seq v of the Acts of
the z‘%*mmi{ and 1§ zz‘:, “Repent‘.
and ba b &

in ths
Charist for the
Joseph Bmith éelé, us mia Wa8 our.
duty iz order to eater into the
kingdom of

BSome ous 10, Jogeph,

is well

“Oh o

you are wrong,
enough if you fesl
But when Jesus Christ appeaved
to Paul he did not teil him what he
should a;e if he felt like it,
gaid, «Got Damageue, and it ghall
ke told you "? a% ‘yc,& wmoaT do,” and.
he was told to » aud be bap-
tized and wn ging,  We
find that
rule of &i &
the sams “kind

:j
&
=}
e

vcmg 820,

i that the
Chrigtizn tres orth then.
Bot we muass 3/ on.

He told us
our ¢childre
on of hands.
Jesus did thig, de

wguld  have
tbe laying
irag  fruit?
¢ that, “The
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works that I do shall you do;” <*As
my Father sont me 86 gend I you.”
We find that Joseph- taught that
we should have hands laid upon us
in confirmation, that we. might re-
ceive the Ioly Ghost; and [ hastily
call your attention to the eighth
chapter of Acts, where it is record-
ed that Phillip went up to the ecity:
of Bamaria and preached the gospel
unto ihem and they were baptized,
and - then Peter and John came

down and ¢prayed for them, that'

they might receive 1he Holy Ghosi:
(for as yet he was fallen upon none
of them: ounly they were baptized
in the pame of the Lord Jesus.)
Then laid they their hand on them
and they received the Holy Ghost.””

Again, I eall vour attention to
“the - nineteenth  chapter of ~Acts, .
where 1f is related  that “Paul hay-
ing passed through the upper coasts
came to Ephesus” and found peoplé
there who were not properly in- the
way of the gospel, and he explained
the way unto them. = They were
‘baptized, and after hie laid hiz hands
upon them they reseived the Holy
. Ghost.
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Jogeph taught also the doctrine
of the laying on of hands for the
~ healing of the sick. Jeasus practiced
that doetrine, and 1n James, fifth
chapier, we read: ¢Is any sick
among vou? let him ocall for the
eiders of the church; and let them
pray over him, anointing him with
oilin the wame of the Lord: and
the prayer of faith shall save the
- gick, and the Lord ghall raise him
up.” In Mark, tenth chapter, Christ
said: ‘“They shall lay hands on the
sick and they shall rscover.,” = He
taught the doctrine of the resur-
rection of the dead. Is that true?

Now, frisnds, I want to call your’
attention finally to one thought.
In Canada, a number of years ago, a
learned: professor came to me and
pald, «Mr, Kvang, I like to hear
you talk, but I have no {aith m
your Bible.” ' ‘

“Why?? 1 asked.

““Because there 1 a lie on the
face of it. ~ God said to ABraham
that he would give him the land of
Palestine for an everlasting inheri-
tance and Abrabam died and never
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owned a foot of 1%,
firmed hig promi
+T's thee ang
this Iand for s
tanes,” and
owned a foo
declarad thas }
in Jacol, and
everlasiing I
thai had besn pi

but he died withe
of it.” ) ;
“And,” he szid, <for fear you
might not belleve my rstatement I
call sttention to tha dying testimony
of Stephen, F that they
all died not having g0 much as a
place to. pub their feef, (Aot 7),
and,  indeed, it 35 said “in-. {he
eleventh chapter of Iebrews that
they all died 1n bope; that they
did mot astay long enough in one
place to build a house; butwandered
about 1n tents, for they locked for
the city that by ong, whose
builder and mzker i
o a«Now,”
Iszac and  Jac
gay they wenb {0

1d never
rwards
hig cath
i for an

ihe land
fathers,
foof

=)
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rever.  Where and
inherif the promised

I just
I show

teach the dooly

3 Bim {o cur opinion,
bim- that we did ‘not

2

of wen going to
I gad,
g precluded.

heaveﬂ £0
“That kind
by the vesus ; i’se dead.”
And 1 drew his attention to the:
“fact that Joreph Bmith favght the
ssurrection of the
would réturn:
body: should
thia counnec
ticn I haatily ﬁtzfs,w your aftention
10 a8t in the Blbl@
in the languags of Job:

“Oh that my words were written!
Oh that they were printed in a book!
-they were graven W;té} an iron pen
and lead in the rook fovever,  For

vh, e

DAt

doctring of
dead;

a8

nend

I know that wy Rﬁdée er liveth,
and that he shall etand a$ ‘éﬁ latter
days upon ] hough
after my this

body, yet in my ﬁa&n ghall 1 ses
God.”—Job 19. ‘
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Further on he ‘declares; . ¢“Thou
- shalt cail and I will answer thes:
thou wilt have s desirs to the work
of his hands.”—Job 14.

Again, we read:

«Thy dead men shall live, to-
- gether with my dead body shall
they arise.. Awake and sing, ve
that dwell in the dust;, for thy dew’
18 a8 the dew of herbs, and the
earth shall cagtout her dead. Come,
my people, and enter into thy cham-
bers [the grave] and shut thy doors
about thee; hide thyself, as it were,
for a little moment, until the in:
dignation be ever past.”mlsa. 26:
19, 20. :
- And Ezekzel gives us thls ¢heer-
- ing promige:

~«Thus saith the Lord ® %1 will
open your graves and causs you to
come up out of your-graves, and
bring you 1ato the land of Israel;
* % and shall put my Spint ig-you,
‘and  you shall live, and I shall
place you in your own land. * %
And they shall ‘dwell in the land
that I gave unto- Jacob my servant,
wherein- your Tfathers dwelt, - * %
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even they and their children for
ever.”—Rzekiel 37,

The answer silenced the infidel
and afterwards he obeyed the gos-
pel.

Why, I might proceed, friends,
but I think -I will have to close:
When we review the fact of Joseph
Smith’s life; when we see the stu-
pendous work that he performed in
bringing forth the Book of Mormon
that gives the great and wonderful
account of this American continent,
without which the world would be
in davkness g0 far as the early in<
habitants of this continent are con-
cerned; when I think of the stupen-
dous work of the Inspired Transla-
tion of the Bible that he gave to
the world, a work- that 1s every
day coming more aad more into
‘prominence, a work that has been
recognized by the leading transla-
tors in these latter times, a3 work
that they in some-instances followed
when they revised the New Testa-
nment in 1881; when [ think of that
inspired translation; when I think
of ihbis, with the ravelations  of
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Jodeph Smith, that rsvelation on
the war of the rehellion sad all the
revelations that the Book of Doo-,
trine and Covenants abound with,
my heart is filled with gratituds to
God.  And while the -world may
throw all manuner of vituperation
and geandsl upon the prophet Jos-
eph Smith, I tell you today, friends,.
" his real character is beginning to
be understood; and the greast work
he performed is now b?ing appre-
ciated.  The Hnsyslopedia Brit
tannica,. has recorded the fact that
Brigham  Young and others
have largely departed from the
pure faith as tanght by Joseph, and
have introduced polygamy and oth-
er evilginto thelr faction of the
church, which was never taught by
Joseph. ~Chambers’ Encyelopedia,
Vol. 8, latest sdition, callsd “Stu-
dente’ Edition,” says: ©It cannot be
shown that Smith was a polyga:
mist.”  Spesking of the practice of
polygamy it gays: “Young, Pratt
and Hyde are its true originators
Ewmma, wife and widow of {he
prophet, stouﬂy dented that . her
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hushand had any wife but herself,
Young's revelation she j ecl a,a‘ed
be a fraud.” ‘%J@gﬁg”as

now formed

The courtd of Gamca, Hlinois,
Missouri aud Ohio . have spoken

highly of Smith ;ﬁ his WOi‘k.

enowned men as Hon.
i Hon. Josiah

‘ted peny have
told the world t t Jeseph Smith
wag & man among men. Ie was
great, trus and mnoble, Those who
" kpew him best loved him most.
His life was 2 orowning benedic-
ticn %o the purs aund the good, a
withering rebuke to the wicked,
untrue and vaio.

As the crowning testimony to all
that { may have gaid this morning,
let' me say this: This  chureh,
organized by thiz man with six
members, hay ovown and increased
today hundreds snd thousznds
of peopls come o w3 in “‘sickness
an ! health, mn poverty’s vale and
abounding in wealth,” and their
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testimony - has  been -that - God,
through Jesus Christ and the office
work of the Iisly Spirit, has testi-
fied to them tha$ he raiged ‘up
Jogeph Bmith to be his representa-
tive among raen in these last days.
And forthermore, friends, not only
have they testified in word to this
effect, but their lives have testified
that there hag been a power in this
work found in none’ other, that
ameliorates their ' condition, that
elevates them 'to the pinacle of
purity and power, and enables
them to live in such a ‘way that
they may enjoy the Spiris of God,
whose work 18 to lead, prepare and
educate them in such a way that
they will be worthy to inherit with
the true and pure who havs guffered
with them, in the land beyond the
gleom.

May the God of heaven “help us
to throw aside all prejudice and
tradition and receive with meekness
the ingrafied word of the gospel of
heaven, that iz able.to make us wise
unto salvation, is mx prayer,
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