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I entering upon.an examination of
the question before us we do 50
‘recognizing the fact that we are
treading upon peculiar ground; pe-
wuliai- because of an absence of any
“¢laim to-an authentic standard. - A
“religious organization holding that
the Bible alone should be the rule of
~ fal’oh and practice among Christian |
‘believers, and yet the ministry of |t
‘tha’ﬁ organlzatlon manipulating that

heological caprice, presents 4 con-
~dition of affairs strange to behold.
Hevertheless, Mr. Campbell having
~made an attempt at restoring Chris-
“$ianity in ordinance and organization
vag found in the New: Testament, we
shall confine both himself and . the
ministry of the'so-called Disciple or
‘Chrigtian Church to. the = facts in
the ‘case as found stated in the
New Testament..  We believe Chris-
tianity as a divine system was per-
fect in the beginning in doctrine,
grdinances, and government; hence
as an institution it was constructed
“according . to the divine intention.
As a-whole, it wag designed to re-
main intact;  becavse it was intro-
‘duced; not as an experiment, but as
san organic structure—fiundamental,
- Upen thearrival of Thomas Camp-
‘bell in this country, in the year 1807,
and then on the 29th of September,
11809, the advent of Alexander, the
_eldest son of Thomas Campbell, an
observation was had by them of the

tiens

veneral status of the religious world,
‘ : L
H

g

They “‘deplored the divided and dig-
turbed. condition of * the: religious
community at large, and deeply cons
vinced that its divisions were unnegs
essary, unscriptural, = and . mos
injurious to the interests of religion
and society, he [Thomas Campbell}
at length formed the resolution te

‘make a public effort, for the restorss

tion of the original ‘unity  of the-
church.” - (Millennicl Horbinger, gge

ries 4, Vol. 4, p. 183.) At .this

juncture begins this Disciple effort.

Thomas Campbell said:—

Nothing was to be received as a mat-
ter of faith or duty, for which there
could not be produced a *‘thussaith the
Lord,” either in express terms, or by
approved Scripture precedssnt —Ibid
185.

Their writers teach that

Christianity, being a divine ipstitus
tion, there can be nothing humar in it}
consequently 1% has nothing to do W}.ﬂ‘l :
the doctrines and commandments of
men: but simply and solsly, with a bee

liefin and obedience to the expressly = :

recorded testimony and will of God;
contained. in-thé Holy Scriptures, and
enjoined by theauthority of the Savior
and his holy Apostles upon the Chrig-.
tian community,—Ibid. p. 197. ’

“They claim their

Object, however, has been ong from
the beginning to disinter theedifice of
ancient Christianity from. the rubbish
which so many agés had accumulated

luporn it; and the beauty of those pors:

first - exposed,” only . indusced .
greater eéxertions “to bring. others jntg
yiew.—Ibid: p, 190
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DISCIPLEISM.

Thomas Campbell exhorted men
averywhere to cobperate for

The restoration of pure, primitive,
apostolic Christianity, in letter and
‘wérit; in principle and practice.—P.
4 e

How did Mr. Campbell ‘propose to
-effect the restoration of primitive
“Christianity as a divine organization
without the intervention of divine
“help? The fact is that no man by
“human ingenuity” alone could
~gver ‘‘disinter the edifice of ancient
~Christianity.” Its primary estab-
lishment was the work of divine
‘inspiration, and sc must be its
redstablishment. Humanity cannot
-unfold divinity; the divine must do
its own self-revealing. Alexander
«Campbell said:—

I cheerfully admit, that every true
<minister, deacon, evangelist, or officer
of the Christian Church, must feel it a
duty and privilege to enter upon such
gservices by the teachings of the Holy
‘Bpirit in the Sacred Writing; but
‘there is & special impulsion, or opera-
“4$ion of the Holy Spirit, which all the
~apostolic or ambassador class felt, that
~no man on earth now feels or has felt.
-—-Ibid. p. 309. :

And yet, on page 377, they write
in an article entitled, “‘Our Mis-
-glon,”

The attempt to restore o the world
“the primitive order of things involves
something more than a revival of the
New Testament faith;

Bug,

To revive primitive life, devotion,
~and zeal.

It direct inspiration from heaven
‘did not constitute the *life” and

“devotion” of the primitive church,
what did? ,

Again, in speaking of the Chris-
tian Church primitive, the writer
8ayS—

Let us preserve this system intact,
‘however far short of its requirements
we may fall. Let us not abttempt to
accommodate it to. our practice; but
rather, let us labor to conform our prac-
$ice to the system.—Ibid. p. 383.

That is precisely the thing we
“would desire our ‘‘Christian” friends
to do; but in what book shall we
:find the system delineated? If in
“the New Testament, then let us

satrictly adhere to the New Testament | vidual.

announcement of the facts, so far as
therein recorded. Wherein could
safety be guaranteed by the pursus

ance of any other course of proce-
dure? If in the New Testamént we
are apprised that Jesus Christ saids
“T will build my church;” and we

tearn how he entered upon the work

of building; namely, the calling of
twelve apostles as recorded in Luks
9; and Quorum of Seventy as in

Luke 16; prophets and teachers, as

found in Acts 13; evangelists and -
pastors as found in Ephesians 4, and

of bishops and deacons as found in 1

Timothy 3; and elders as found in

Titus 1; and these form the organia

official compact; then if the Chris-

tian Church as founded by Christ

went info a condition of. apostasy,

and the organic features of that

church are to be restored, it would

practically be #mpossible to recog-

nize its tdentity unless this form of

organic construction was perfectly

maintained.

We will now consider the question
of ordinances and religious rites as
found practiced in the New Testa-
ment Christianity. Faith; repent-
ance; baptism, by immersion, for
the remission of sins; and laying on
of hands for the gift of the Holy
Spirit; as taught in Matthew 28; as
found in Acts 2; Romans 6; Colos-
sians 2; Acts 8:15-17; 9:17; 19:6; 1
Timothy 4:14. Again, we note the
rite of the blessing of children as
found in Matthew 19:14, 15; Mark
10:13-186; alsc administering to the
sick, as found in James 5: 14, 15;
Mark 6:13. And as regards the
promises of Jesus Christ recorded
in the New Testament, made unto
baptized believers, we find the fol-
lowing; Mark 16:15-20; John 14: 15~
21. The latter verse reading:—

He that hath my commandments,
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth
me: and he that loveth me shall bs
loved of my Fasther, and I will love him,
and will manifess myself to him,

“He,” anybody, anywhere, at any
time, who hath the commandments
of Jesus and keepeth them, shall be
loved of the F'ather and of the Soxn,
and Jesus will manifest (reveal) him-.
self by the Holy Spirit -to that indi-"
See also. John 16: 13-18,
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We refer the reader to Acts 2:37-
39. Therein is the promise of the
Holy Spirit as a gift by way of being
an abiding Comforter and instructor
to the baptized believer, without
limitation as to time, or age, or place;
80 that we believe that if we are to
adhere to primitive Christianity of
the New Testament type we should
be found retaining these promises as
a part and parcel of the Christian
system, and the result be that the
body, the church, be

Jitly joined together and compacted by
that which every joint supplieth, ac-
cording to the effectual working in the
smeaswre of every part, maketh increase
-of the body unto the edifying of itself
iin-love.—~Xph, 4: 18.

We call attention, in this connee-
rtion, t0 1 Corinthians 12: This
chapter is a portion of a letter
written to the Christian Church
at Corinth, and if the Bible alone is
0 be a rule of faith and practice,
and we are asked to accept and stand
upon the Bible and the Bible alone
for Christian teaching, what is there
t0 hinder the acceptance of the in-
struction herein contained as neces-
gary for the direction of Christian
people to-day? For have not their
chief authorities informed us that
they were aiming at *‘the restoration
of pure, primitive, apostolic Chris-
tianity, in letter and spirit, in prin-
¢iple and in practice?” In “The
Disciples of Christ,” by J. F. Rowe,
page 29, we read that they learned
“how to use the rules of Bible inter-
pretation,—how to quote and apply
‘Scriptures.” By what rule of Bible in-
‘terpretation would theydispense with
these essential qualities of the primi-
$ive Christian system?  Thomas
‘Campbell and his son Alexander
staunchly averred that a universal
@postasy had ocourred from original
LChristianity. They found the entire
religious world in possession of the
merest “‘form of godliness, denying
‘the power thereof.” This being
true, and primitive Christianity
having been vested with a divine
power found in audible inspiration,
how could that same form of a Chris-
tian institution be restored in all its
parts . without being rehabilitated
awith. g similar inspiration of the

Holy Spirit sent down from heaven?
Is this what we find in the work of
the alleged restoration at the hands
of the Messrs. Campbell? TLet us
now, by way of contrast, bring intg
parallel columns the original ag
found in the New Testamen$ and
that which Mr. Campbell claims ag
a restoration of that which is logti—

NEW TESTAMENT. “DISCIPLEISM.»
OFFICERS. OFFICERS,

Avpostles, Bvangelista.

Prophets, lders,

Seventies, Descons.

Elders,

Hvangelists,

Bishops,

Pastors or Priests,

Teachers,

Deacons.

ORDINANCES. ORDINANCES,
Faith, Faith,
Repentance, Repentance,
Baptism, Baptism,

Laying on of Handd-—
or ordination only,

The Lord’s Supper,

Resurrection,

Eternal Judgment.

Laying on of Hands—
For gift of the Holy
Spirit,
For ordination,
Healing the Sick,
Blessing of Children,
The Lord’s Supper,
Resurrection,
Eternal Judgment.
GIFTE TO BELIEVERS.
Wisdom,
Knowledge,
Faith,
Gifts of Healings,
Working of Miracles,
Prophecy, i
Discerning of Spirits,
Diversity of Tongues,
Interpretation of
Tongues.
PROMISES,

“And these signs
shall follow them that
believe; In my name
shall they cast out deve
ils; they shall speak
with new tongues; they
shall take up serpents;
and if they drink any
deadly thing. it shall
not hurt them; they
shall lay hands on the
sick, and they shall re-
cover.”’—blark 16: 17,
18,

Let the reader closely inspect the
above columns and determine for
himself to what degree Alexander
Campbell proved successful in his
attempt to restore primitive Chrig«
tianity as found recorded in the New
Testament,. . '

In speaking of the Protestant
churches Mr. Campbell says:—

GIFTS 7O BELIEVERA

PROMISES,

They are severally reformaiions, bug
not the restovation of original Christian.
ity. This is our beaw ideal; and, hows
ever short of our standsrd, we hold i%
sefore us as our steadfast aim snd asple
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~ pation,—AfGIL. Hor., series 4, vol. 5, p.
263.

In speaking of Solomon’s Temple
and the rebuilding of it after the
Babylonish captivity, using these
instances as similes of the founding
of the primitive Christian Church
and the work of Mr. Campbell, they
Bay
. We have to pattern after the firsi as
well as we can., But we can never equal
4%, With all our eﬁcrm that greas dis-
parity will ever remain. And could the
Apostles and primitive Christians be
dnere, they would doubtless weep at be-
‘holding i, but as the second temple was
“God’s only temple on earth, and ac-

knowledged by him, so is the second or
gpresent Church of Chr!st “His, or God’s
«@nly church on earth.—Ibid. p. 40.
F Reader, do you not believe the
apostlés or any of the early Chris-
tians in contrasting Mr. Campbell’s
{“‘restored” church would have occa-
@ion to weep at beholding the great
disparity between the two? Why
thave they not “‘preserved the system
fntact”’? On page 373, series 4, vol.
4, of the Millennial Harbmger they
asay their every effort *‘is to restore
Original Christianity.” Mr. J. F.
Rowe says on page 234 of his work,

99

precedent,” we are not prepared to~
8ay. But when we compare the
church named “Christian Church,”
the product of the Messrs. Campbells

brains, with the general trend of
Protestantism, and finding the relig-
fous systems thereof as destitute of
these specific, prominent, character-
istics of the original Christian system
as that of their own church, can it
be possible that what Mr. Thomas
Campbell called “‘approved prece-
dent” was to be found in Protest-
ant deficiency? What was there in
the religious world as Mr. Campbel]

found it that contained any precedent
that could be styled as approved,

when he declared the religious world
in a condition of apostasy? The

Christian system as outlined in the
New Testament, has for it a “‘thus
saith the Lord.” The Apostle Paul
in telling of what God had done,

says:i—

And God hath set some in the church,
first apostles, secondarily prophets,
thirdly teachers, after that miracles,
then gifts of healings, helps, govern-
ments, diversities of fongues.

The word ‘‘set” as here used wes
believe means to fiw firmiy; to make

guoting the 8th article of the sor‘le‘w
named ‘‘Voluntary Advocates for
«Church Reformation,”

“That this Society, formed for the
fole purpose ¢of promoting simple evan-
@eheal Christianity, shall, tothe utmost
@f its power, countenance and support
eﬁuch ministers, and such only, as exhibit
& manifest ccnformity to the original
;standard in conversation and doctrine,

in zeal and diligence; only such as re-
»duced to practice that simple original
Form of Christianity, expressly ex-
blbﬁzed upon the saer ‘ed page; without
attememng to inculcate anything of
uman authority, of private opinion, or
inventions of men, as having any place |
4n the constisution, faith, or worship of |
$he Christian Church; or anything as
smatter of Christian faith or duty, for
which there cannot be expressly pro-
duced a ‘“Thus saith the Lord,” either
#n express terms or by appmved prece-
dent.

That which we have guoted from
the New Testament, respecting offi-
cers, -ordinances, gifts, promises,
has a “thus saith the Lord,” most
mssuredly. What Mr. Thomas Camp-

|

lege to stand

Jast, permanent. How else could it
be? For it would not.be reasonable,
neither warranted by the proceed-
ings of the Almighty, that in the
establishment of his church one por-
tion of the organization should be

laccounted as a thing transitory, and

another portion a thing of perma-
nency. If so, then part of the Chris-
tian system was a mere experiment
and another part fundamental.
Wherein can any consistency be
found in such logic, if logicit may be
called?

Hlder J. . Garrison, in the
pamphlet entitled, “Our movemens;
its origin and aim,” on page 12 says,
in speaking of the work Messrs.
Campbcﬂ a*‘cempnad —

They felt it to be their high privi=
“upon the same groua@;
on which the church stood at fthe be-
ginning,” aund they belisved this to be
the only remedy for & divided Chris-
tendorn.

- On page 13:—

Therefore the only permanent remedy

is to refurn to the simple faith and prace

ell meant to imply by “‘approved

tice of the Apostolic church, throwing

www-LatterDayTruth.org
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averboard whasever egwuwmns have
erept into the church during the sue-
ceeding ages. May I not ask you to
agres “with me that this was a grand
2im—g b‘ubll me purpose—whatever you

way think of the mauner in Wm(h it
was sough ] to-
o

e £y

s gnly b ¥ "é;f; g

gpectacle of ¢ us @,

the reader r the columns of

¢ a8t and 3 in@ for himself
8 eozzcl;a-, 8 not

Deas ting ag th ve aﬁd

they arve not bound bj ;

oreed originated by man,
theless have a mental creed jus
gmatic, .seemingly irrepr 1bleﬁ
the influence of wmch they sway
over the mmc‘*s and gons ciences of
men with a istency sirange tobe-
hold.

If the é‘mr

Bers

vig-
a, or
em that
Zeas aﬂ

stle ?&ui slanted Ch
tlanity at Corinth, Lf\ ssgalond
elsewhere, he planted s ij,vs

embraced In its doctrinal
the offices, ordinances,
}QI“O1711°€:> herein h@fm =

JO

as

this”‘aiaz Lt\] proper he KQPW ng“
about. - In his letter to the Galatia
he clearly affirms,

But I certily you, brethren, that the

gospel which was preachad [at Galatia]
of me is not after man, For I neither
regeived it of man, neither was I tanght
i, but by the revelation of Jesus Chriss.
—CGal, 1:11, 12

Lo

Why then should an effort be made

o palm off upon the people as the
original system of Christianity that
which s but a mere fragmentary
work?

On pages 18 and 19, Mr. Garrison
BRAYE

It remains for me o point out whad
bave been the results thus far of the
effort to vreproduce the Apostolin
Chureh in its faith and wdrship, by &
strict adhsrence 1o the New Testament
a8 the only authentic guide for Chrig-
tians.

WP

Again we bring to the attention of

ing
ad@f‘ tha

the re t %his so-called re-
stored Christianity is as faulty re-
specting spz?'tual gifts? divine:
promises, admini of ordis
nances, m i

puceﬁ‘m@ or succeed ling cou
E)!y E‘ found. Wh ‘H‘em ‘e’”ler
e discoversd z %hj{ﬂ

t"“is wozz?’d be i’“ew@rad chu
her, seeing ‘5,

shat of any ot
;omae” balance it ig

4

placed in ‘me k
v the fact that ik
ly with

found w
anostolio

anbi

n whose work:
on page 16 oft

John Wesl
tors Chry

apostolic condl

are able to discerm

S0 far as we
they restored as much of Christianity
as Thomas or xander Campbell
seemed to have succeeded in doing;
30, wherein is the work of the latter
any better than the work of the
former?

The reader should constantly bear
in mind that the Disciple or “Camp-

Alg

bellite” Church insists upon the
acceptance of the New Testament
alone as thelr guide; and We haﬂ'&
and shall continue in this rach,

hold that peonl,e and all obhef res
ligious people to the well-state
facts pertaining to the doctrine
Christ and the apostles there
set forth uncontaminated by 4
touch of man, either in proscriptiv
ereedology, wr‘l‘tten or mental. T
Jesus Christ said, ““And these ‘31 (g
shall follow them that believe,” and
the Apostle Paul said, “God hath

as

[ -

o8
o
2

QA

set in the church” certain diving
means to effect a given end; as
Istated in 1 C"“‘lﬂthlaﬂ 12 and

.www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Ephesians 4, would it neé be a
humsan opinion -and an invention of
men to teach people that these signs
referred to would wnot now follow the
baptized believer, and that what God
had set in the church for the per-
fecting of the saints, the work of the

minigtry, the edifying of the body of
Christ, were not now essential unto
the Cfms ummation of that greatb
work? W we ask, and what
everyocse O"h'b Tease zmbly demand | 3
of the f to-day is, that they

clorg
4
bo

adhere jue teachings of Chris-
tlanity as a wh@l’a .
sz hibiter the sacrad

ttem

‘;} ge., "Wluﬂ"‘uu a ; to inculeate
{ human amhum y, of pri-
or lnventions of men.

}{m Re‘ & 8ays —

1f Martin Luther wrested the Bible
gub of th s hands of the Roman Priest-
hood and gave it 5o she people, “Alex-
ander C ampbell did g mightl 70T}
by wrestisg from the hands
pal and Protestant d%gy 1 :
of Bibls interp fﬂtaé?oc, wh he
same bime he restored to m@ peopic
the ouly correct ml approved rules of
interprefati ich, without the ald
of the 9 wam m?m“pxeua,dsu of speci-
slly “‘called and sent preachers,” woeuld
enable $h e ’w examine and understand
the word of God for themselves,—7bid.
g. 301, :

It will be observed, however, that
the inberpretation pl:‘meo upon the
Sump%m‘e by Mr. Campbell has
done jus‘s as much injustice to the true
spirit and genius of New Testament
Christianisy as the interpretation
of any of his religious predecessors.
His interpretations were ‘privale,’
because originating with mmae‘ ,
and imposed upon the people as &
rule to guide them in their religious
zﬁh@ught This cannot be successfully
denied, as all the mimgzm of i’z(s
church stawd tenuciously by direct or
gimilar interpretation of the word of
Gled. By his process of interpreta-
tion, as by theirs also, the gifts and
blessings of God are expunged, serv-
ing only as a dead letter; as also six
grades of offices i the Christian
gconomy have been discarded with
gome of the most essential ordi-
nances. In all these may be found
the injustice of his private interpre-
tations, So that instead of enabling

(175

the peonle “4to exam
stand the word of God for
selves,” the
before
HSeripture thought and teaching.

C therm-
Disciple Church placecs

But what about this restored
church? Elder W. T. Moore, 2
pastor of ““the Christian Church” of

(incinnati, Ohlo, now editor of ths
Cheistion ummzmmcecslm, London,
ﬁéﬂelwnmw(q@“ Christian  Foangelist,
1895,) i1 o sermon achm@?e&
“Radicalism and Con-
’ eaid e

an h”’_\b'u)f‘hm@ﬁ tality
not be dended that
n Wwho conceived, or-

16 made successful the pragen

&

dmit this as be-

'We can read ﬁy

iﬁ rue; for while in some respecis
it is a trifie unlike the conglomerate
rﬂass of Protestantisrm, it 18 wore

Juily Y wniiloe Jﬂe primitive Christian
system; hence it bears the trade-
mark of Mr. Cs ampbell. - If the re-
ligious world was and is in g state of
religious apostasy and the features
that characterized that apostasy are
disce mde in an absence of the spir-

itual end that really congti-
L1y £ 43

o
CE

tuted the gl power of the
early chureh, ci nge of ordi-
nances; and i fe sncufas’s alm
and AS‘{}H@@‘"OH” Of the “Disciple
Church’ to attain unto the primitive
0?“001 af things in . their entirety,
why bf\ycommwﬂly “‘ef ain from
'z'“eaeqmg out beyond & prescribed
limit, such as all their teachmgs
indicate? By s¢ doing they must

am,mm@ unto their
m the fact that it is
coniormity to a per-

inevitably fail in
“beaun ide al,’ fro
“gn imperfect
idard.”
A lcxamer Campbell wrote that 1%
Was necessary

£

fect stan

tian mst‘wmnsy both
i be restored to
¢ proper place in fhe vi@wsg io the
sghions, snd in astioos of thoss WF"’
acknowledge ons Lord, one God and
Father of all, oue Iaith, one bapbism,
one body, one Spirit, amd one hope.—
Al Hard., series 4, vol. 5, p. 233,

We refer the reader o the parallel
columns given heretofore for thelr
ing paetmn as to whether Mr. Camp-
bell or hig immedi
been fruitful in their efforts so to do.

G

1 AG

i
1
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In Millenwial Harbinger, series 4, vol.
4, p. 182, in speaking of the admite
ting of people into the church on the
day of Péntecost, the writer says if
was done
in exzact conform
and reguisitions of the gospel, and that
all should be admits ed now, upon the
same prineiples, and in the same man-
. . And this @ﬁefiz m;v %eﬁ‘ll‘&‘

v with the unaburs

]

ag to the then
erg was, the }aym
t', 33
) s is evi

lenced by the practice of t‘ae Chn%n
tian minigtry at verious places. It
would hwmly be reasonable for one
m believe that the apostles initi@t i
people by one meml d in
and by another |
W3S Necessary
of a dxvme cré

very strict

pema,ape?

counted as

reception

i of D‘entecos’s and

ise of that 8 pxrm as a gitt,

unto believers who might appea}“ in
succeeding ages as these words im-
ply:  “For th e promise is unto . . .
all that are afar off, even as m 8Ny 88
the Lord our God shall call,” then
these initiatory principles being
taught fo-day, and if obeyed, |

au rimuvely ‘e.,hml stered, Mheum
entitle the 3

mant
these bles
gted by O

e

work among
" the ancm?eﬁﬂ

a
“the uJS‘i ppointed
ome m%a sfied re-
Tt was the effect of

F God.

t

% o the church with
’Wi“lch Mr. pbell has had to do;| X
for Mr. Rowe informs us, on pages

29, 36 of his iga’snpuet
It never w ]
Thomas or A
giart a new ssct
plaimed and abhor

42 "
that,

al

i Christ” isap

they simply sought reformation within
their own ranks, as did the reformers-
of the three preceding cepnturies. . . .

These illustrious z'cf()fmerss with
cther mighty men of influence &ni
sioguence, from the Protestant denomi

ﬁmmﬁs, from this $ime forward began
o advocate, wnot simply Church ref-
ormation—which was all that the
earlier reformere sought to accomplish -
d o enlive TesioTaiion of the apostolic
order of things.

But the gentleman informs ug that
after these parties had ‘‘broken
away from all ecclestastical tram-
ulels these men were under the
jance of a g“‘n us providence;
it can it be pomsmie that this pro fzm
dence under which the 1 e88T
Campbell are sald to hav
vmde@ had become so e*ﬁmel for-

rebful 28 to atbempt thr oug ‘these
men the establishment of a systemm
o lof religious faith and pm@ﬁ 36 @f an
a’lmosu entirely opﬂosi‘
bh % winc’p ho had 1 ch

Reade 1
WOU]@ 1 WErsr
} is said

o 1o be believed, comma
L promises enjoyed; thab th
ord one- faith, nd‘{m@“i
and ‘hkaﬁ “ﬁ*e acewmu
position al toge
ferem from the “doctrines of ﬁr_eg”

1 “dec" rines of demons.”

s be true, what is the nature
racter of the f‘*r"s pecple are
a%k 5 to believe, of ths commands
to be ob cye,d7 and the promises to
be en'oye 1?7 We simply invite the
m&er t0 learn for himself what the

that facts aw
cheyed, and
“one |
smaﬂ

New Testament containg as appers
talning unto Christianity as then
“sarnghu, then contrast those facts,
these commands, those promises,

with the ‘“facts” to be believed, com=
mands obeyed, promises extended
by Mr. uampcml or the Disciple cr
Chrigtian Church; and decide how
far they have succeeded
boasted work of a resbored, o
rimitive Chrigtianity.
Mr. Barton W. Stone; in speaking
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DISCIPLEISM.

Does the Christian Church, as &«
church, clalm to be successors, reforms
1 ers, or rostorers?

To this, answer was written March
12, as follows:— :

o elders among u
ad. 1%

s
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of man reati
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ot
Loup of gh apos:
I men 1- done it7?

does not

liag

ma
srace e entive {
v congider the religious world
tion of apostasy from the-
plan, how then could any
irainistered by an apos-
be accepted by &
church? :
point we have g few
ems of recent date to present. I
latter written to Blder J. H. Gare
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DISCIPLEISM. -~ g

«rison, Editor of the Christien Evan-
.gelist, 8t Louis, Missouri, February
i 1895, this quesmou was asked:—
“Can persons who have been bapmzed

‘~by immersion inte ‘Baptist, Methodist,
#or Dunkard Churches, and are in good
. standing, become members of the
~Christian or Church of Chmst Wltheu‘n
;- Pebaptism?
- Herepliedims:

Most assuredly, I would vecsive all

. who have been baptized, whether once

or thriee, who are in good standing as
‘Christians.. The extra immersions in

“the case of Dunkards, do not nullify}

© their obedience. Persons are not bap-

- §ized into religious parties, whatever
$heéy may think, but into Christ, if so
be that they believe in Christ.

The reader will . observe that nei-
‘ther Baptists nor Methodists bap-
tize for remission of sins; and yet this
restored church who ¢laim te bap-
‘tize people ‘‘for the remission of
sins” would recelve into their com-
anunion: people who had not been so
baptized. Is that in keeping with
‘the conduet of Paul towards certain
people whom he met at Ephesus, as
found -in Acts 197 If people are
baptized into Christ, by whomsoever
that baptism may have been admin-
istered, was 1ot an iaspired man like
Paul qualified to determine upon its
validity? = We think so, and that
‘that . is~ why he rebaptized those
Ephesians, v

In a letter dated December 286,
1894,  the  following question was
@sked of Blder J. H. Garrison:—

If persons have been baptized by im-
mersion into orthodox churches; that
is, Baptists, Methodists, United Breth-
rou Adventists, Dunkards, Greek
'bauhOhCS, and are in good w{mdmg
can- they becoms members of the
Chureh - of Christ (or the Christian
“Chureh) without rebaptism?

To this'B. J. Pinkerton, Agsistant
Editor of the Evangelist, 1"eﬂlied'~—~
£ As faras my experience and obser-
Cogation extend, it is the universal cus-

o tom of our preachers to recelve such |
, uniless they
fehureh. 2.

“persons without rebapiism
demand it. .

By this may be ascertained hew
glosely they observe the apostolic
imethod; for note, Peter upon the
ﬂw;y of Pent tecost, when speaking to
“the great multitude, said:—

from me,
| me, teaching for doctrine the commande
ments of men.—Matt. 15: 8, 0.

A4done ?ﬁy & laymember.

Repent, and be baptized every one of
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and ye shall re<
ge;i%e the gift of the Holy Ghost.—Acts

Among these people were Jews of
different sects, who undoubtedly had
been bapbized; nevertheless they

were under a broken covenant, as in-
timated in Isalah 24:5,  Again,
Jesus said:i—

Why do ye also transgress the.com-
mandment of God by your traditionP—
Matt. 15:3
This people draweth nigh unto ms
with their mouth, and honoreth ms
with their lips; but their heart is far
But in vain they do worship:

Being under these conditions i§
became necessary that they should
“repent, every one of you.” Without
this action upon their part the apos-
tles could not have received them into
the church under the new dispen-
sation without rebaptism; for they
were all uuder a broken covenant;
and any transaction performed un-
der such circumstances could not,
by any means, be accounted as valid.
And, so, in these latter times; the
religious world is in a condition of
apostasy, hence under a. broken
covenant. - How then could God
recognize the rightfulnessof any ad-
ministration of religious ordinances?
And if the Disciple or Christian
Church is ¢he church restored, theun it
has within it the direet authority of
God; if 80, we have the glaring in-
consistency of its ministers doing in
this respect what the ministers of
the primitive church refused to do.
On Pebr uary 1, 1895, a query wasg
put to Elder W. W, Hopkins, of the
Foangelist, St Louis, =~ Missouri,
thus 7

" If a person hag been baptized idto

<} bhe Disciple or Christian Church, by &
Jdaymember, is the baptism valid?

To which he repliedi==

1. Wet mam&zo into Christ and not tha
The validity of baplism
depends on the faith of the candidate:
and not the office of the administrator,
Por the e of sy it would be bets
tor for the achet or elder 10 bapiizes:
‘bub s baptism {s nod invalid becau&@

e P ,_.43
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DISCIPLEISM.

Such theological evasion as this
would fain remove the responsibility
as to the claim of direct authority
drom God for the administration.
For the reader will remember that
their authority for the existence of
administrative right depends fully

- upon the logical word *4f.” Primi-
‘tive Christianity recognized no such
pretext as the mere faith of the
candidate, but in counection with
that faith there was the idea and the
Sfact of authority from God. Jesus
gaid—

Yo have not chosen me, but I have
ghosen you, and ordained you.

But Mr. Bowe, whom we have al-
#eady quoted, says on page 30 of his
pamphlet, in speaking of the work
of Messrs. Campbell: “Having ac-
gepted the Bible as their only in-
fallible guide, and Jesus the
“Christ as their infallible Law-
giver.” This is, apparently, just the
reverse of what we have quoted
from John 15:16. The question
arises, Supposing the apostles had
-attempted the construction of the
church and sald they would choose
Jesus as their lawgiver, but Jesus
had not chosen them nor directly
authorized them to institute a church
and baptize people into it, though
professedly into Christ, how about
‘the likelihood of their work finding
acceptance at his hand? And yet
we find the people of whom we are
writing resting upon the merest
presumption, without any direct
knowledge that their work is legiti-
mate.

A similar question was propounded

- $o Elder D. . Dungan, of Bethany,
Nebraska, as to persons having been

baptized by immersion into the
Baptist, Methodist, or Dunkard
churches, and in good standing,

then becoming members of the Dis-

-ciple Church without rebaptism; and
he answered on February 8, 1895, as
follows i " .

Persons who have believed in the
Christ, repented of sin, and confessed
the Savior, aud obeyed the Lord in
baptism. being Oburied with Christ,
whether by M. E. or Baptist have been
goripturally baptized; such is my view.

Bo far as the modus operandi i |
fthe form is concerned, it may b

scriptural; "but would the act be
divinely authoritative? In 2 Chroni-
cles 26:16-19 we read of King
Uzziah attempting to burn incense
unto the Lord, but Azariah with
eighty priests went into the temple
and protested that the act was in-
valid from the fact that God had not

authorized him to do even so small a -

thing as to burn a little incense be-
fore the altar. And are we to sup-
pose that the Lord is less concerned
about the deed of baptizing peopls,
upon which act is made dependent
their entrance into the kingdom of
God in which the gift of life is prom-
ised? We believe not.

But the leaders of this restored
church are entirely silent upon this
vital question of divine right, being
conscious that neither God, angels,
nor yet the Holy Spirit had anything
whatsoever to do with the originat-
ing of their institution. For if 4he
church as found outlined in the New
Testament, endowed with its several
offices, ordinances, gifts, and prom-
ises, was what God wntended it should
be as an illustration of his design,
purpose, and will as to what thab
church should be like in order to re-
ceive his own recognition, and in
which his own authority” should be
resident, then upon an act of restor-
ing that institution, after having
been lost to the world through a
transgressional departure, it is not
within the province of reason nor
from a sense of justice and clear pro-
priety to expect that God would pre-
sent that church to the world in all
its primitive compactness of design
without himself having something
directly to do with such a work of
restoration, and should it be restored,
and not leave it to be the mere
caprice of human wisdom which at
best is very faulty.

We have told you that Elder W.
T. Moore, of Cincinnati, Ohio, said,

It cannot be denied that Campbell
was the man who concsived, organized,
and made successful the present refor-
mabion.

But Elder Dungan said,

Some have used the word “reformas
“ion,” bub with the meaning of vestorag.
TIom. ‘ : .

The reader can readily observe, i
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DISCIPLEISM,

i

he views the New Testament facts| Notwithstanding all this,  Mr!

in the light of reason and record,
~hat this ““Disciple or Christian
Thurch” is too utterly deficient to
be worthy of the high claim of primi-
tive Christianity restored.

We find that as regards the official
status of the church they have but
three grades of offices, as evangelists,

© tglders {(or bishops), and deacons;”
thus leaving out six grades of offices
named in the New Testament church.
In order to reduce the number of of-
fices in the church they have resorted
40 a method of confusing titles; forin-
stance, pastor, bishop, elder, as re-
ferring %0 a single office; thus
representing the apostolic writer as
dealing in tautology, which could
‘have no other tendeuncy but to ob-
geure their meaning; and we are
reasonably certain he would not do
so. Alexander Campbell said:—

Either there is, or there is not; &
Christian systemm of church organiza-
tion. If there be no divinely instituted
system of church organization, there
must be a human system, or there is no
system at all. Has the King of the
%kingdom of heaven himself laid down
no system of organization? Then he
has no kingdom of heaven—no church
on earth. . . . The church is o be per-

~patuated” through all time by the
living and perpetual ministry of evan-
gelists, bishops, and deacons.—Millen-
ggibl Huwrbinger, series 4, vol. 5, pp. 380,
Why would Mr. Campbell say that
these three offices were to be per-
petual and at the same ftime ignore
‘the offices of apostle, seventy,
prophet, etc? From whence did he
receive his information that three
grades were to be perpetual and
six to be merely transitory? He
‘received it from the same source,
-as have alse his successors, when
they divide the seventeenth aud
sighteenth verses of Mark sixteenth
~chapter from thefifteenth to the six-
teenth verses. Aond they have no
more right to do the -one than the
other. If these are the-‘‘only cor-
rect and approved rules of interpre-
tation” that Mr, Campbell hag"given
“to enable people,- ‘‘to examine wad
understand the word ‘of God" fo
“themselves,” we believe them to b
1ve:fy unsafe ones for people to {
dow. Lk

Campbell proclaims with great bolds
ness,
We advocate original Christianity. ~

In 1823,

A restoration of the criginal gospel
and order of things began to be plead
in a periodical, edited by Alexander
Campbell, of Bethany, Virginia, en-
titled The Christian Baptist.—I bid. 207.:

It will-be observed that a consbant
repetition of the phrases just quoted
appears in nearly all their writings,
and yet the Bible student cannot
fail to see that a great disparity is
ever existing. In 1 Corinthians 1Z:
28, and in Ephesians 4: 11 Paulnames/
leading offices and says they were !

For the perfecting of the saints, for:.
the work of the ministry, for the edify-
ing of the body of Christ; $ill we alll
come in the unity of the faith, and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto
a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ.

We learn from this that in order
to the effecting of the work named

in 1 Corinthians 12, there shouldbe -

a liwing winistry of apostles and
prophets. . It would not domerely to
have them as the Disciple Church
would say, ‘“Embalmed in the living
oracles;” for in the early church
they might as well have had “‘em-

balmed” prophets, and so dispensed _-:._

with the apparent necessity for liv.
ing ones. But such was not the
purpose of God. The claim made by
the ministers of this Christian
Church that the religious world had
departed from the primitive faith,
and its deploring the multiplied
forms of religious bodies, would
argue in itself that professed Chris-
tians had not “‘all come in the unity
of the faith, and of the knowledgs
of the Son of God;” and that the
class of ministry named in the verseg
quoted were designed to be in the
church so long as that church might
be found existing, until this desired
end should have been accomplished.
To. restore, therefore, would be to
réineorporate the offices of apostle,
prophet, ‘seventy, evangelist, elder,
~ishop,. pastor, (or priest,) teacher,
acon; the ordinances, as herein-
fore. named, with- the promised:

. tts of the Holy Spirit; and this,
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BISM.

the Campbells gnd their successors
have not done, they themselves be-
hence: to present
what “they have, under the claim
they make, is to perpetrate a trav-
@sty - upon  the original ~Christian
plan,

They do not teach a doctrine of

o Hlaternal judgment” according fo the

primitive idea, which provided for

“the reward or punishment of every

individual according to his works,
tAccording to Revelation 20: 12, 13,
and other passages, Jesus and. the
thpostle Paul taught degrees of
glory,: as see John 14: 2; 1. Corin-
shians  15: 40-1, =~ Neither do they
teach the doctrine of future proba-
tiori Tor those who have died without
the knowledge of Christ and the gos-
pel while in this condition of life, as
Andicated in 1 Peter 3: 18-20; 4: b,
%; Romans 14: 11, 12; Philippians 2:
‘9-11; Romans 10: 13-15,

- We have therefore weighed this
ehurch in the balance of God’s word
Bnd found ‘it wanting, rendering
#the following count of indictments
mgainst ite— ; “
~1." They have no apostles.

. They have no prophets.
No seventies. '

. No priests..  ~

No bishops:

.*No teachers. .. . el
7%, The signs or gifts-of Mark 16:
117, 18 do not follow them.

. 8. They do not lay on hands; after
hapbism, for the: gift of the Holy
Spirit.

9. They donot call the elders for
the sick, as directed in James 5:
14, 1B, :
1> 10.. They do uot teach the resur-
wection of the dead as taught in the
Bible. ‘ i

11. They do not teach the: Bible
doctrine of eternal judgment.

12. They claim to teach baptism
for remission of sins, but contradict
#hemselves by taking people into
%heir fellowship from other chuirches

O S 89 EO

=

.+13. They do not lay on hands ;
#he blessing of little ¢ -
ka14. They teach tha

reference

who have not been so baptized, with-|
-out rebaptism. o

existed for the first time on $he day .
of Pentecost. C E

15. They believe and fea¢h that.
the gospel was never tfaught, in
fact, until the day of Pentecost.
_16. They do not beach the baptism
of the Holy Spirit.

We will now let the reader decids
how far Mr. Campbell and his sue-
cessors have been successful in re-
storing - primitive, original Chris-
tianity. The Bible does teach the
probability and possibility of a
restoration of the gospel and king-
dom of God in the latter days, as
foreshadowed in Matthew 24:14;
Malachi  B:1-3; Revelation 14:6, 7; -
and that after the restoration had
occurred  some would depart from
thefaith, as note 1 Timothy 4:1. The
words ‘‘the faith,” evidently have
, to the entire gospel
scheme, as implied by Paul in
Ephesians 4:5. And the apostle
knowing of no Christian - system
aside from that which he so forcibly
represented, is very likely to have
understood by the revelation of the
Holy Spirit that that faith would at
some time subsequent o his day be

Ctrecommitted to earth.

But this could not be dene with-

jout direct revelation from® God
- Ithrough the ministry of an angel to

some human instrument whom God
might see fit in his own wisdom te
choose. - Believing this to have
taken place, from 1827 to 1830, we
respectiully invite the reader to the
consideration of the claims of the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Tatter Day Saints, whose heads
quarters and publishing house are
located at Lamoni, Decatur county,
Iowa, where publications may be
had setting forth their position upon
thig all-important question.

Write for a catalogue of their
publications, and i you are a be-
liever in the diviuity of Christ, or if
you are nob, zind have any idea thas
there is a burning necessity for the
existence-of-the. Christianity of the

| Chrisk being upon earth among mexn,

your New Testament and ex-
16 the clgims of the church now
to, and satisfy yourself. ~
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