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LAYING ON OF HANDS. received the Holy Ghost, otherwise than 
by the laying on. of hands; or that they 

The laying on of hands, for the blessing rec~ived it before baptism? Was not the 
and setting apart of persons for religious la_pJ?-g on of hands a means; and the re­
servict)s, was a practice in primitive Bible cmvmg ~f !he Holy Ghost, the result? 
times, by those said to have received di- . The mJssron of Pete! and J o~n to Sama­
vineguidance. Jacoblaidhishandsupon n~ was, that the baptized b~lrevers there 
Manasseh and Ephraim and blessed them. might be confirmed by bemg endowed 
(a) And Moses, by the command of God, witb; the Holy ~J?irit: If they could have 
laid his hands upon Joshua, and blessed ~eceiv~q the Spmt Without pr~yer and the 
nim as his successor in the leading of the ImpositiOn of hands, the missiOn of Peter 
Israelites. (b) ' . and ~ohn.was of no consequence-a jour-

This ordinance has become almost uni- ney m vam--a superfluous labor. 
versal(y discarded by modern worshipers To them was committed the responsible 
as something of no value, especially i~ duty of teaching "all nations" to "observe 
some of its most important services; nev- all th~ngs" whatsoever Jesus hag com­
ertheless, we have the most ample :,tnd sat- manded them. (~)- And they taug~t the 
isfactory proofs· that it was believed in, people of Samarra to ob~e;ve the laymg on 
taught and practiced by Jesus and the of hands for the recezvmg o~ t~e ~oly 
Apostles, as something of importance, and Ghost; the pe<?ple oJ;leyed th~ InJUnction, 
of very essential benefit to believers. and thus receive~ tne promise made by 
I. THE HOLY GHOST IS GIVEN BY THE LAY- John, when he said,-

ING ON OF HANDS. " I indeed baptize you with water unte re-
We read in the book of Acts, that one p~nta~ce; but he that cometh after me is 

:Philip went down to Samaria and preach- m1ght1e~ than I, whose ~hoes I an: not 1 'rthy 
1d the word, and the people received his to bear. he Sflall baNtize you with the ~__,iy 
teachings and were baptized. Ghost, and With fire. (f) 

"Now when the Apostles which were at . When the laying on of hands, as tau.ght 
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received m the New Testament was made oblrga­
the word of God, they sent unto them Peter tory upon bel~e~ers, that the.y might be­
and John: who when they had come down, come the re;:apients .0\ the Joys of the 
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Ghost, 1t was enJo~ned as a dut:y: by 
Holy Ghost, for as yet he had fallen upon commandment .of the hrg~esy _aut~ont:J:'; 
none of them; only they were baptized in the and he that Will sh<;w his 1a1th try" h1'8 
name. of the Lord Jesus. Then laid they their :vor~s, and thu~ mamfest ~he lov:e of God 
kands on them, and they received the Holy m hrs heart, Will keep th1s ordmance.­
Ghost. And when Simon saw that through For Jesus says:-
laying on of the Apostles' hands the Holy Ghost I " If a man love me, he will keep my words." 
tv~,:'gi11en, .~e offered, them money, saying, l(g). For this is the love of God, that we keep 
Give me this power, tnat on whomsoever I his commandments." (h). 
la~,hands, he may receive th~ Ho!y Ghost." (c) I ¢to not wish, here, to speculate with 

.A.nd when Paul had la1d hw hands upon reference to the philoshphical relationship 
them, th_e Holy Ghost came on the:m; and theylexisting between those officiating aml.' 
spake w1th tongues, and prophesied." (d) those receiving this ordinance; for it is 

Comment upon these texts could not suffident for me to know that the Bible 
make them plainer; for the first, and most teaches it. Still, to obviate the difficulties 
pal_pable t~o~ght tha~ impresses the mind th~t l?ay aris~, in the minds.of some, (as 
w~"ie r~admg them IS, that the Apostles thiS IS pecuharly a speculative age), and 
la~d theM' hands upon those who had been to answer the queries of others, I will say 
baptized, that they might reeei1Je the Holy that it is not held that the Holy Ghost i~ 
Ghost,· and that they did, through obedi- given by the power and will of those offi­
~nce to this ord~nance, receive the ~pirit. ?iating, as though they by some magnetic 
N ot_be~ore baptism, but after; n<;t witho~lt mfiuence emanating . from themselves, 
the laymg on of hands, but With. 'W1U were able to commumcate to and infiu­
any one take the respons~bility of saying ence believers, as some.are won't to believe; 
that those who were baptized would have but that the Holy Ghost is. given of G.od, 

(a) Gen.48:14. (b) Num.27:18-23. (c) Acts8: (e)Matt.28:2o: (f)Matt.3:11. (gjJohnl4:23. 
J4-I9. (d) Acts 19: 6. (h) 1 John 5: 3. 
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2 LAYING ON OF HANDS. 
throui¥J. prayer and the imposition of should speak. And I know that his com•. 
hands. JYian is the instrument to officiate; mandment is life eve• lasting." (a). 
Go_d _is the great som:c~ fro~ whi~h the The teachings of Christ were the com. 
Spu1t comes, Hence, 1t IS wntten: TL:Jy mandments of the Father wherein is prom. 
spake in tongues and prophesied." . ised "life everlasting." Hence, Paul, who 

"And God which knoweth the hearts bare did not shun to declare the whole co=sel 
them witnes~, giving them the Holy Ghost, of God, wrote concerning the gospel, 
even as he did unto us." ( i). " I neither received it of man, neither was 

Paul wrote to Timothy, saying:- I t~ug~t it, but by the revelation of Jesus 
"Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which ChriSt. (p ). • 

was given thee by prophecy, with the laying By revelatiOn,. th~n, P~ul wa:;> t~ught 
on of the· hands of the presbytery, [body of that. the fourth prmc~ple of the doctrme of 
Elders] " (j) Christ, was the laymg on of hands; as 

· · found in the sixth chapter of Hebrews. 
Again he wrote:- And if it was considered to be of such 
"Wherefore I put thee in remembrance, great importance and benefit that God re. 

that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in vealed it unto men for their good, is it not 
thee by the putting on of my hands." (lc). singularly strange that it is almost uni­

Here, we are informed that Timothy re. versally discarded ?Y. the lat~ r~formers? 
ceived a gift by prophecy, through the Who ~an .say t1lat It 1s not bu;tdmg now? 
laying. on of hands. . To reJeC! r.t rs to ~e l~ft destitute of the 

raul, being a man of God, laid his hands Holy Spmt, that givet~'l utterance. 
Upon Timothy and prayed j God, respect. III. LAYING ON OF HANDS, FOR THE RECEP· 
ing his prayer, sent down the Holy Ghost TION OF THE HOLY GHOST, WAS PRAQ.. 
Upon them, and Paul was enabled to pre. TICED BY THE EARLY CHRISTIANS AFTER 
diet concerning Timothy's future useful- THE DEATH OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
ness, i:f faithful, and manifest his most WRITERS. 

excellent gift. Not by any wisdom or Tertullian who wrote in the latter pa:rt 
subtle power belonging to Paul's nature, of the second century says that 
or the attendance on that occasion of his "After bapt'sm ' d th 1 ' • -• 
d d f · d b t b th H 1 S · •t 1 , succee s e aymg on "' 
ofc~~~ ~~~n s, u Y e 0 Y PHI hands, with prayer, calling for the Holy 

· Ghost." 
"Prophecy came not in old time by the will Cyprtan a writer of the third tu 

of man: but holy men of God spake as they says._ ' cen ry 
were moved by the Holy Ghost." (l). · . 

" Our practice IS, that those who have been 
II. IT IS A DOCTRINE OF CHRIST. baptized in the Church should be presented, 

If it can be shown that Jesus taught the * * * that by prayer and imposition of hands 
laying on of hands as a doctrine-a com- they may receive the Holy Ghost." (q). 
mandment-this ought to satisfy the most Chrysostom, who wrote in the fourth 
~oubting mind, who believes the Bible, of century, says, 
its essential character and binding force "That confirmation * * gives us the Holy 
at the present time. For what Christian Ghost." 
is ther~, that can bel~eve that the Sav;ior Augustine, who also lived in the fourth 
would Impose. a _doctrme u:pon men which century says that they 
was of no validity; or which was not es- ' . 
sential to their good? Paul wrote:- "Still do what the Apostles did, when they 

" Tl c l t] 1 · th . . 1 · f laid their hands on the Samaritans and called 
. Ier~Jore no . eavmg e prmmp es o down the Holy Ghost upon them." 

the doctrme of Chnst, let us go on unto per- . . 
fection; not laying again the foundation of re- ~d Mos~eim, and Gahan, Church J;Is. 
pentance from dead works, and of faith to- tonans, say m substance t~at, the laymg 
wards God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of ~n of hands for confirmatiOn and. recep­
laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the tlon of the Holy Ghost was practiced In 
dead, and of eternal judgment." (m). the third century. (r;) 

Here, the laying on of hands is declared These authors are quoted, not ·becaus!l 
to be a principle of the doctrine of GhriBt. t~e New T~stament do~s. not speaR; suffi. 
And Jesus said·- Ciently plamly and positively on this sub. 

"M d t · · · t · b t h' tl t t ject, but to show that primitive Christians, 
, Y( ) oc rme IS no mme, u 18 Ia sen who lived immediately after the death or 

me. n · the Apostles, taught and practiced what 
"For I h_ave not spoken of··---o-'~;. but the the Apostles enjoined,-that this doctrine 

Father wl1wh sent· me, he .,.. . ~ a com- was of universal belief and practice and 
mandment, what I should say. 1nd what I ___ ' 

(o) John 12: 4!f, 50. (p)Gal.l: ~1, 12. (q)Episfte 
( i) Acts 15: 8. ( i) l Tom. 4: 14. (k) 2 Tim. 1: 6. lxxiii. (r) Gahan's C. H. page 93. Mosl1eim's C. H. 

(I) 2 Peter 1: 21. lm.) Heh. 6: I, 2. In) John 7: 16. vol. 1, page 91. 
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LAYING ON OF HANDS. 3 

..Elceived with ~s much faith and reverenc~; I The perversion of this doctrine and cus. 
as any ordinance taught in the gospel. tom may be seen in an ordinance now of 

And if, as has been shown, the Apostles, such universal prevalence, that of sprink.. 
with their inspired wisdom and authority, ling !:nfants; called by moderns, baptism. 
instituted confirmation by the laying on Not a single text can be found in all the 
of hands for the reception of the Holy Bi'ble, to warrant and sustain this custom. 
Ghost, may any one with impunity slight "Of such," said Jesus, "is the kingdom of 
and condemn it? Are we competent to heaven." And to those of mature years 
determine better than they, what we- he said, "He that believeth and is bap­
,, rnust do to be saved?" tized shall be saved." Of course, with 
(V. WHY DOES BAPTIS1f PRECEDE THE LAY- their children. Jesus says, little children 

ING ON OF HANDS? are "of the kingdom of heaven." Bllt 
For the best of reasons. The Holy Ghost th~se modern w<!rshipers present their 

will not dwell in the hoort of the sinner. chil~r.en to be. sprmkled, as though they, 
Forthisreason,Johncamepreaching"the by tms prat;tiCe, could ma!re them any 
baptism of repentance for the remission of more the children of ~he kmgclom than 
sins;" with the promise, "He shall bap- th~y were b~fo~e, holdmg that s_nc~1 as re. 
tize you with the Holy Ghost and with ee1ve not this nte, and should dw m sueh 
fire." (s) a state, wo~ld be l?st; as though God ~as 

None eould expeet to reeeive the Holy sueh an UnJu~t bemg as to sa;ve, or thmk 
Ghost, save those who attended unto the more of a .eh1ld that was sprmkiecl, than 
"baptism of repentance for the remission of one whreh was not; when nei.ther one 
of sins." Hence, Ananias said to Saul, nor. the other, eould ha_ve, or mamfest an)' 
the eonvieted sinner desue as ~o whether 1t would or would 

~ . not be spnnkled. "And now wby tarnest thou? arrse, and be 
baptized, and wash away thy sins.'' (t). VI. FOR THE HEALING OF THE SICK. 

Peter said to the multitude who had not "And he could there do no mighty work, 
reeeived the "washing of regeneration," save tbat he laid his hands upon a few sick 
"Be baptized every one of you in the name folk, and healed them.'' (y). . 
of Jusus Christ, for the remission of sins, "Now when the sun was setting, all they 
and ye shall reeeive the gift of the Holy that had any sick with divers diseases, brought 
Ghost." (u) them unto him: and he laid his hands on 

The Holy Ghost was promised after the every one of them, and healed them.''"(~~. 
remissir.;n of sins,· and baptism was de- "And he laid his hands on her: and imme. 
clared to be "for the remission of sins." diately she was made straight, and glorified 
No wonder then that Peter and John cfid God.'' (a). 
not lay hands on the Samaritans until they "They shall lay hands on the sick, and they 
had been baptized by Philip l shall recover." (b). 

Jesus said, "I will send you another It is here very plainly taught that the 
comforter, whieh the world cannot re. Savior praetieed the laying on of hands 
ceive,"-sent expressly for the Diseiples, for the healing of the siek, and that the 
who had been "transla~d," by the remis- sick were by this healed. 
sion?ftheir sins, "fromthepowerofdark- It is also just as plainly taught, in the 
ness mto the kingdom of his dear Son." (v)lsixteenth chapter of Mark, that the believ. 

The Disciples were not of the world, but ers, in every age and time, should be 
had been ereated anew in Christ, by "put. blessed with signs, "They shall lay hands 
ting off the old man, and putting on the on the sick and they shall recover."­
new," by the remission of their sins; and Hence,,}ames says:-
WE~re there~ore entitled to the Holy Spirit, "Is any sick among you? let him call for 
by the laymg on of hands. the elders of the church; and let them pray 

V. FOR THE BLESSING OF CHILDREN. over him, anointing him with oil in the name 
"Then were brought unto him little chi!- of the Lord: and the prayer of faith shall save 

dren, that he should put his hands on them, the sick, and the Lord sball raise him up; and 
and pray: and the disciples rebuked them. * if he have committed sins, they shall be for• 
* * And he laid his hands on them, and de- given him.'' (c). 
parted thence.'' (w). The regular order seems to be, as here 

Jesus said of little ehildren, "of such is set forth, that the Elders are to be sent 
the kingdom of heaven." (x). They are for, and they are to anoint with oil, lay 
without sin,having been made alive by their hands upon and pray over the siek; 
the power of the atonement; henee, they and the promise is, "the prayer of.faith 
are holy without baptism, having com- shall save ··· ;k, and the Lord shall 
mitt€d no sin, and are therefore entitled raise them. u 

to the blessing of the Spirit. James here tJUt confirms what Jesus had 

(s) Matt. 3: ll. (t) Acts 22: 16. (u) A.cts 2: 38. (y) Mark 6 : 5. (z' Luke 4 : 40. (a) Luke 13:13. 
~v)Col.l:l3. (w)Matt.l9:U,15. (x)Matt.19:14. (b) Markl6:18. (c)'James5:14,15. 
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4. LAYING ON OF HANDS. 

before taught, when he said, "these signs 1 "The Elder unto the well beloved Gains." 
shall follow them that believe; in my name The Elders had important duties to per. 
they shall cast out devils, * * they shall form, but they are not mentioned in detail 
lay hands on the sick and they shall re- But ifthere is one thing made clearer than 
cover." Thus showing that this ordinance another, it is that they were authorized to 
and blessing was not confined to a favored lay on hands. 
few, at any one time or place; but was James says:-
macle to a)l believers; hence th~ language, "If any are sick among you, let him cal! 
"Is any stek among you? let hm:: call f?r for the l£lders of the church; and let them 
the elc).ers," etc. H~nce, all be~Iev~rs m pray over them; anointing them with oil in 
Christ have equal claims upon him, m the the name of the Lon!." 
~our of cli~tress and pain, for the restora- . And }'lark informs us, that the praying 
tH;n of therr h~alth, ~~rough the prayer of for the sick is to be accompanied with the 
faith and th~ Impo~ItiO!l of hanqs. And laying on of hands. Hence, "they shall 
although tlus pr01m~e .rs no~ enJoyed by lay hands on the sick and they shall re­
man~ l?rofessed Chns~m_ns o, the present cover." (h) 
clay, I.t I·S not because.rt IS not taught and We learn from this, then, that it is the 
pro_nnsed to the believers, but because duty of the Elders to pray over, anoint 
therr prayer~, for somereason,_do not seem with oil, and lay hands upon the sick. 
to be e~cacwus when made m beha~f of Philip was authorized to baptize ~he 
th~ affiicted. And now1 for a long time, Samaritans, but probably not to lay on 
th1s custom has bee.n discar~ed; not be- hands that they might reeeive the Holy 
cause there were no mck ar:d drseased who Spirit. For if he could havu done so, why 
needed t~ be healed; but, Ill the language was it necessary for Peter arrd John to be 
of t~e. gie~~ reformer, Mr. We~Ie:r,, the sent down to attend to that ordinance? The 
Chnstiaus , turned heathe~ agam, and most reasonable conclusion that could be 
had only a' dead form l~ft. The power drawn from this transaction is, tbat Philip 
of God was not made mamfesta:mongthem. was not authorized to lay on hands; but 
VII. ELDERS ARE AUTHORIZED TO LAY ON that Peter and John held that authority; 

HANDS. hence they went to do that which Philip 
The New Testament does not speak very could not do. Becaus~ Peter an~ John 

plainly concerning the duty of Elders, yet ~ere ~he ones who officrated on thiS occa. 
it is quite certain that they held a very swn 1t has been supposed, even by the 
worthy and responsible position, for Paullear~ed, tllat the Apostles only, we1:e .au. 
exhorted them, saying, th?nzed to lay on hands. But t_lus lS .a 

"Take heed therefore unto yourselves and mistake. The c~se of the Samantans Is 
to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost theonlyonementroned where theAp?stle& 
hath made you overseers, to feed the church were ca~led upon to render that .service. 
of God." (d). Anamas came to Paul and said:-

And Peter wrote to the Elders , "~he Lord (even Jesus that appeared un~ 
. . . ' thee m the way as thou earnest) hath sent me, 

".Feed the flo~k of God w~;ch IS among you, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and bw 
takmg the oversight thereof. (e). filled with the Holy Ghost." ( i). 

Thus we learn that the Elders had the This instance utterly defeats the idea 
chief charge of the flock in the :o;bsence that none could lay on hands but the Apos­
of the Apostles, and were aut~onzed t;:> ties; for Ananias was not an Apostle, bnl 
"~eed them." Th~y .conv~ned.m ?ounc1l in all probability an Elder. And he ~a~ 
With the Apostles Ill mvest.Igati~g rmport- especially sent, that Saul might recerve 
ant matters, and had a voice wrth them. his sight and be filled with the HolyGhosti 
(f) Indeed, the office of an Elder seems to hence, he put his hands upon him. 
be so nearly related to that of an Apostle, j Hence, we learn that others than the 
that the Apost,les thems~lves freq~ently Apostles, laid on hands for the receiving 
used the term Elder to design9;te the.t,t: own of the Holy Ghost, and the healing of the 
office. In fact, an Apostle IS an .~i;lder. sick; and every proof goes to show that 
For Peter says:- they were Elders. . , 

"The Elders whid1 are among you I exhort, To present the authority for the doo-
who am also au Elder." (g). trine of "laying on of hands," these lines 

John commenced his Second and Third have been :vritten. And. ~e thi?k there 
Epistles, "The Elder unto the eleot lady."lc~n be no.drffer:mce of opmron ~rrse, whelil , 
___ viewed dispassiOnately and wrth candO'r. 

(d) Acts 20: 28. (e) I Peter 5 : 2. (f) Acts 15 : 6, ---
[g)' I Peter 5: I. (h) Mark 16: IS. ( i) Acts 9: 17. 
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