. No. 20,

OR, THE OHU

’@ﬁgf@”

e RN = S

 BY ELDER'T. W. SHITH.

Piiblished by the Rez;fgéniéed Chjﬁréh of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Plano, Kendall Co., . -

THE

WAt 1s THE CHURCH oF CHRIsT?

Answer: “The collective body
evangelical christians.”  ~ “All true
behevels in "Christ: found: among the
various denominations.” s

Should 4n objection be raised aoamst
this position, on the groand that there
is no unity of faith-or practice, or
.church organization among these differ-
ent parties,—we are answered that the
disagreeance is upon “non-essentials,”

while upon “fundamentals“ there is

‘an unity, er-an agreearce.
Iar as it may appear, it
true, that' these “non-
«ealled; furnish the fo
mutual * distrust - and:
;antagonism that exist
and are the “bones of ¢o ten
valiant theoioglans conten
:as much ‘zest as'if ' the saly

They do not “aoree ;
make. their several r
prominent that no fél
scriptural sense,is ;
ents; and their. “ncéemen als

% fare

“ONE BODX)

msh the bone and sinew of the rwalry ’

thfm exists In their efforts to establish
v -organization in every ‘guarter

of the globe; if not, one party would

labor as earnestly in establishing the
churches of another as their own,
Should - one: be asked why they do
not help build up ‘another than their
own, it is:answered, “they are not
rmht ;7 but if tuither asked, Are they
chusbmns 7 Will they be saved? Will

kthey receive the same glory hereafter

as you? “O yes, no doubt of that,” is
he answer.

this we would reply theén; that if
are christians, and heirs of salva-
why not preach their faith, assist
building up their churches, &e., for
maka men christiang, and he1rs of
oternal ‘life; 1z ‘the - avowed object of

o the labors of' each and all the different

mlmsters —and we -may say members.
If to beheve certain sentiments that
all agres upon constitutes a christian
chamcter then ‘these “non-essontials”’
whave no - part in f'olmmg that
dracter, ‘and  therefore are mﬂrely
useless opinions; and sibserve n~

[4]
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THE «ONE BODY.”

purpose, except :to’
Satanie rejoicing, and texts for mﬁde‘l

dissertations, as well ag frustratmg thel
If they ¢ o|thi

purposes - of *J. chovah.'
esgential to the formation of a. c}msm
character, then they are necessary to

mshed

48%keance

‘ faith,* praétxce, :
*md Oh‘w

order, that Paul says that
«“Phe ‘body is not one member but

salvation, for ~christian ~character s}

essential to salvation.
“essential to constitute a christian Ii e, |
or to, form a christian. character; sowhich
ones are so essential 7 or are all of the;;;?

If one set of views are essential to
this end for one class, they must be for
another, and so until all have to.

beheved by, the. several partles

If they areé

esqentlal thcn ,,;.0
must dlscard

s :| Paul. says::

T Bels Of‘tlé body Whmh we think to be.:
filess honorable, upan . these we bestow

many;7; and again, “But now are they
many membqg_s -yet one body,” and we

rbody “But the-- &post}er ArgUes 1n~ﬁre"""’"
same connection, (1 Corinthians twelfth
chapter), “That there should be no
-schism [or lelsmn] in.‘the body; but
s | that. the. ;members  should -have : theé
ame . care: one for ‘another.” - Butido
; dxﬂ”erent churches’ have the same
‘care one for the other?. .If so} would’
here exist the rivalry,:the contention; =+
ife.and selfishness séen-among them?
“Andwhether: one:memsi+
»ber suffers; all. the membets suffer with «:
2 |it; or.one.member:be honered; all the
_members rejoice-with it -Now:is this

seripture gwen by msp" 'atlon of :' d
is proﬁtable {thelefore necessary
indeed such is the smnﬁeatmn in'th
and othet plaees,] for doctrm

reproof' for correctxon, for mstructmn

“nsness,—that the: man of

Jare all baptized into-one body;'s

Agam he says . “For by one’ Spmt

Heow

and have been all: made o drink into:«

www.LatterDayTruth.org .



“VVlth Whom there is ﬁo varm-
bleuess nemher shadow of turnmff )
:“‘For God is not th@ author of

)
churches of the saints.
But, 1f (xod 1s represented

mdels, or systems,
they dre not the eﬁect

omgmated and perpetuatee them
If thexr ﬂuths or systems of.

' has gmde& each of them i
opment, and ebmbhshmen% of' their
several, doctrmes then we.are. wqulred
to beheve that which c‘mnot be true—
for one p'zrtv declares that ‘the 8 ,‘
in hlm teaehes the htemal eon%mous‘
mlsery of the sinner who dies
sing, and another declares, as the mmd,
of the ?pmt that bhe ﬁnally lmpemtent
will be “burnt up,’— Bé as. thounh‘
they had not been 7’ ceage to exist as
consciots bemos An ther clalm-'
ing to be led by the sa irit says,

‘ that e All mankmd will zﬁnal]y be

Now it must be apparent to

' any “mind that it is utterly impossible

{or each of these doctrines to be true,

: obher chshmn
5 lnl?"g

pa; rtlcs 7

! sn

vlnqmre

2 dnd_ c_o;n:mdi@ﬁamyfge :

Itis there‘bre ev1dent that BOLE af ¢

)these doctrines must be tauor’q!; by ‘the
| spiris.of error, instead of by:the Spirit

of Truth; and if: so; why may: ot the”
7 | sanie spirit Tead " “the construction of‘ ’

the different forms of ° church '*overn- N

Wiment, as displaged by . the  seyeral
: And if the %:p*u* of Truth, .
leads to one form of government, then .
s )it should noﬁ«and would not—Ilead to.

| the formation of a dxﬂexerlt and oppo~
one. :
If the%c reﬁecmo

are lemmmqte—«- ’

‘and the deducmom fmm the premises

’ Jomca] then tne query may arise, how.
|shall we. tell what is right, either of .

ﬁocmnc or chuzch Wovernment?

: 1- reply that nnsmuch 28 thcsa several .

We. .,

parties professedly declare tben aceep:
tance of' the Holy Serxptules as..the, -
only mfalhble rale of faith and practice ..
wwe must appeal to. them for a solu-

tion, and when . plesented in. their
plamnecs, and untrammelled: by k‘arm .
ed and wise: (or otherwzse) comment, .
or mlosses theV may: present the suby‘-

ject in a tanmble form, - 'Therefore

after exammmg the teatlmony of the¢ .
Spmb against the pres sent divided state .
of the religious world, we may then.
into the ehameter of the .
church, as established on the Eastem; !
Continent over eighteen hundred year
ago.. TPaul says:

www.LatterDayTruth.org




THE «ON

E BODY.”

“Now I beseech you, brethren, mark
4hem which cause divisioms, * ¥ ¥ %
for they that are such serve not our Loxd
Jesus Christ, - ¥ * % % and by gojed

words and fair speeches, deceive the
hearts of the simple.”—Romans 16: 17

iy,

%, m
i

«Now I beseech you, brethren, by“na)?

mame of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye
speak the same thing, and that (here be
no divisions among you; but that ye be
perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment.”—1 Cor.
i:10.

«For ye are yet carmal: for whereas
there iy among you envying and strife and
divisiong, are ye not carnal and Walk as
‘gaen.”’ -1 Cor. 8: 3

Jesus prayed that his disciples might
- be one, oven as his Father and he were

one,— ‘“that the world may believe
#hat thou hast sent me.”—John 17 :
21.

Then by reasonable inference we
wwould say that discord, or division,
and strife among his professed disciples
will - produce the opposite efiect, or
ause the world to deny that God has
- gent hig-Son-Jesus, which it very

generally does to-day, for a rapidly
prevailing doctrine “is that he was of
Jbuman origin, the son of Joseph the
carpénter, and ‘essentially and entirely
fhuman in his begetting, life and death,
and repeat the bribed report of sleeping
sentinels, who testify that “His disci-
ples stole him while they slept,” or in
ather words, deny his resurrection. ~

The world doés mnot believe, yet
Christ declared in substance, that it
would if his disciples were one. Then
are the churches responsible in any
degree for the infidel state of' the
sworld‘?

The présenb condition of things in
contrast with that of apostohc times
may-be 1Hustrated thus :—A marmel
who has heen away on a voyage for
several year«} on his return to the port
of departurs) instead of the one steady
\01" ﬁx?é/imhb that once gave him the
”beaxmg of numerous ‘shoals and break-
ers, as woll as the course to a safe
anchorage ground, finds a score or more
houses strung along the coast at 1rregu—
lar distances, presenting every kind and
color® of light, would be more apt to
ground his vessel on a shoal, or Tun
her on the shore in hisAbeWild:érmenb '
and despair, than to find hls way to a
safe harbor.’ :

But we inquire, What is the scr1p~
tural idéd of  the church—the Bible
| definition ? ‘

The term Church is translated from
“ekllesia.”  *“An: asgembly” “is its
primary signification. An assembly
or congregation of believers in Christ
is therefore ““a Church of Christ.”
The apostle Paunl used to write to the
“ Liclesia ton Theon,” or the Chureh of
God at Corinth, &e.

The phrase, church, is used to desig-.

nate a parélcular congregation of be-
lievers united in the gospel: order;—
also, the collective body of believers
made up of all the churches bhrough-
out the world, and in all ages.. Paul
generally named the different congrega~-
tions or assemblies, as “Churches.”
The word ‘‘church” . occurs about
sixty-four times in the New Testament;
the term “Church of God” seven
times, and e’i word ““Churches”
about tmrtv-four times.  'We nowhere
read of the Pauhne Church Church of

www.LatterDayTruth.org



THE “ONE BODY.”

5

Cephas, Church of Apolles,. &e.; bUfhlehat the branches must (f ahve) par-
the entire phraseology used lmyfessesh( 41ke of the life-powers, or principle;,

the mind with the idea of “ONE BODY,”
baptized with “oNE BAPTISM

tu%at is in the stem, or vine, and the-

Y actu- ﬁ'um produced will be by the life-

ated by “oNE spirrr,”. unitd by ;:;{;wer in the vine.

“ONE. FAITH,” inspired by gl
HOPE,” and governed by “ ONE LorD,”

even Jegus the “head of the church.”
The union existing between this church
and Christ was as close and intimate
ag that between a God united husband
and wife. Says the apostle:

_ “Wives, submit yourselves unto your
own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the
husband is the head of the wife, even as
Christ is the head of the church; and he
ig the Savior of the body. Therefore, as
the church is subject unto Christ, so let
the wives be to their own husbands in
everything., Husbands love your wives,
even ag Christ loved the church, and gave
himself for it; that he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by
ihe word, that he might present it to him-
self a glorious church, not having spot or
wrinkle, or any such- thing; -but that it
should be holy and without blemish.. So
ought men to love their wives, as their cwn
bodies. ‘He-that loveth his wife loveth
himgelf. For no man ever yet hated his
own flesh ;. but nourisheth and cherisheth
it, even as the Lord the church. For we
are members of his body, of his flesh; and
of his bones. For this cause shall a man
leave his father and mother, and shall be
joined unto. his wife, and they two shall
be one flesh. This is a great mystery;
but I speak concerning Christ and the
chureh.”’—Eph: & : 22-38.

Another figure is employed by the
Savior himself to express this union.

“I am the vine, ye are the branches.
He that abideth in me,and Iin him, the

same bringeth forth much fruit, for with-
cut me ye can do nothing.”’—John 15:5.

It would be worthy of notice here,

The vital force, or divine energy by~
which Christ spoke and performed his .
wondrous - works, evidently was - the
Spirit of God,—and that divine power
he promised to the branches, (not.
church organizations as such), but te.-
individual - members. He  promised:
them ability to perform the same-
works that he did, and greater, if they
would abide in him; but how or by
what power was these works to be:
done? By the Spirit of Ged, the
Comforter, the Spirit of -Truth. This
Spirit would guide them into all truth,
and teach them things to come, besides.
bringing to their remembrance what-
soever he had taught them.? (John
14:17-26; 16:13.)

This Spirit would - therefore unfold -
new truths, and reveal. unfulfilled pro-
phesies, or declare coming events; for
besides bringing to their remembranes
what they had known or_heard, which
includes all the teachings they had re-
ceived from him, it was also to declare
that which had not been revezled as
vet. . The 8pirit therefore is the
principle or power of direct reve-
lation. This point we: wish to keep
ever in mind. . The Spirit is to de
this work, this is its character and
design, even the Spirit of propheey
and revelation. - We-are met here with
an assertion that this power was
promised the Apootles alone; but let
us compare Acts 1:1-8, with Aects 2=

33, 38, 3.

www.LatterDayTruth.org



THE «“ONE BODY.” ’ .

S

commandments L,?e o
to

‘ mgs ,p‘ tamma to the kmmiom of
‘“God and bein
“{hen Gomianded” thexi thit theyshiould

ot -depart from Jerusalem, but. wait:for |

;assembled together With |

|sbal by
v th DEW tongue

cthe promise..of the: Father, whick; saith{. ;.

_he, ye have hoard of me. I‘o; John truly
lﬂbaptized with water; but - ye “shall be bap-
“tized with ‘thie Holy~ Ghost not many days
shence. - Whaii they therefore were ‘6ome
.togetlier, they asked of him, saying, Lord,
" wilt thou at this fime restore again the
V’kmvdom to Israel" And he said unto

‘them it 18 not for you to know the times}

-or theseasong which the Fatlier hath put
cAn his own: power:. : But ye shallreceive
powier after that the Holv Ghost is come

upon you; and ye shall be witnesses unto
“gie, both in Jerusnlem, and in all Judea,
~gnd ik Samaria; and ‘unto the uttermost
rpart of the:carth.”

«Therefore bein’;r;‘ by the right hand of
“igod exalted; and Having ‘received of the
~Father the promise of ‘the Holy Ghost, ke
.’ha‘th’sh‘éd forth-this; which ye now see
_andhear, * % ¥ Then Peter said unto
*them, repent and be baptized every one

“of youin'the name-of Jests Christ, for the
~Ferdission of sing; ‘and:ye shall’ redeive the
«gift.of the Holy Ghast.: ‘For:the promise

.is unto you, and to.your children, and to |’

all that are. a,fa,r off, even as many as; *he
Lord our God shall oall i

“From thls we leam that the same

‘fpromlbc 8 mven all” who bohewe,

‘Iy we ‘are “allowed to believe that the

tlie satie’ prt‘lt.

: the éhurdh’ the bulldm«r o God’

Aﬁd thers ‘abe khﬁ”erén-

ces of administration} biltthe simé Lord.
And there suo dwersxtles of opemtxons,

in all But the ma,

ig gived 5 evéry o to proﬁt withal.
For'to one s:gwe ] by the prmt“’the word
. , d‘

ledge by~ thé “simte “Spirits 6" “tother,
faith by ‘the same’Spirit; _to anothor, the
ifts of "healing by thé ‘same- Spn‘lt' to
another, “thé workmg of “mirncles,” to
another, prophecy ; toanother, dxscermng
of splnts, to another, divers kinds' of
tongues* to another, the mterpreﬁatmn of

‘tongues: " but” all” these “worketh that one

‘md the gelf-same Spirit, d1v1dmg to_every
man severally ag he will. L :

Havmw Iearned somewhat of the
vital force; or life-powers-of the church,
we Wlll employ another ﬁrrure,-f—an
apostohc one; however, and £xamine
the creation. of the church. under the
typeof abuilding. The: “Apostles call

the

je|the saints “‘Are bmlt upon the: founda-
_txon of the apostles and _prophets,
‘:repelxt and are bwptlzed Consequent- '

“word of Christ will e fulﬁlled in the|

f’case of all who become trie behevors
“even the )vord, spoken in Mark 16, that

church 3s, t‘be,buﬂ upon th teachmgs
of. apostles g phets, and.not that

" wwi. LatterDay Truthiorg” *



JHE FONE BODY” 57

to. know 4thls, as we'are' e)ﬁamtmncr ‘the
bmldmg, to undelstand upon what 1!; is

|“Whom do men say that Tthe: Son of
niMan am?”‘ Thexr eplmons Were va-

Thou. Lart the Christ, the Son of the
~;14Ym“ God he answer to this decla-
-{ration of' the " Apostle’s  knowledge is,
5| “Blesséd” att thou” Simon- Barjona, [or
i-[son of 'J¢ ona], for flesh and blood hath
{not revealed .it. unto thee; but: my
-|Father which is in heaven?” »Now
what was he.blessed for? . Because he
| 'had*‘supposed o guessed corréetly ?
verily: What- then? | Blessed

;sb in

Matthew: 16 18: “«Thou art Peter, art. ‘thow’ ¥OR, or “becitse, it was not
" “and ‘apon this rogk I will build my REVEALED by flesh and blood, but by

;chm-ch and. the gates of hell shall{the Father; thatis to’ siy’ Peter ro-

“not. prevail. against. it.” What tock ?|ceived this l\nowledge of .the character
‘Peter? - Noy for Peter was one of th of Christ by- divine :revelation. ~ It
'foundatlon stones, for he Was: somethmtr moze than mere faxth

this distinction not be forgotten
Well.then. was" it upon Christ? * No;|me
for he was the corner-stone—-or head}::

: Well athen,:zperhaps on »

: _sen mqf sthe, hvmg that? Certamly, Jesus said to the

: ‘Grod P Hardl‘y;wfor while this 4 ald O’ﬂ Dbefore anyof the New Testament

weardinal principle iin: the: gospel, yet wak }rltten

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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“Search the Scrlptures, for in them ye
think ye have eternal life; and they are
they that testify of me. * * * Forhad
ye beheved Moses, ye would have believed

s for he wrote of ‘me.”~John 5:89,7
46

«“And beginning at Moses and all the;
prophets, he expounded unto them in all
the seriptures the things concerning him-’
gelf.”—Luke 24 : 27.

So it was not faith, received by
reading or hearing this  word,—for
“Faith cometh by hearing * * *
the word of God;” it was positive
knowledge—received by special divine
revelation.

This  KNOWLEDGE. of God is not
- received by hearing, or believing,—
only as they prepare the way or
make knowledge possible;, for know-
ledge follows faith, the latter results
from testimony, the former from expe-
rience. . “No man. knoweth -the  Son,
but the Father; neither knoweth any
man the Father save. the Son, and he
to whomsoever the Son will reveal
him”  How is revelation recezved7

Says Paul:

“«“Eye hath not seen; nor ear lheard,
neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared
for them that love him. But God hath
revealed them unto ws BY HIS spirtr; for
the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the
deep things.of God. For what man know
eth the thmgs of ‘man, save the Spirit of
man which is'in him? even so the things
of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of
God.”~1 Cor. 2:9-11,

So. then the Spirit of God is the
Spirit of revelation; and this is the rock
upon which the foundation, or apostles
and prophets rests, for an Apostle is
“one sent” by the Spirit, whether
through Christ when he was on earth
as the medium, as Peter, James, John
and the others were; 5 or throu«rh pro-
phets, as Paul and Barnabas and
Timothy.—See Acts 13 : 1-4 1 Tim,
4114, .

‘What is a prophet?
veals the mind and purposes &

‘“‘For the prophecy came not m [
time by the will of man; but holy men
God spake.as they were moved by th
Holy Ghost.”—1 Peter 1: 21 -

8o ‘there could be no apostles an¢
lysrophets but for the Spmt of revelatlon;
%nsequently no foundation for the
mhurch |

5 God. ﬁrsb lays-the rock of revelation,
or his Spirit, then calls apostles andg
prophets into existence; the former!
preach the gospel baptlze for remission X
of sing those’ who believé and repent, L
lay on haunds for the gift of the Holy Ei

%
i
i

!
(%_
¥

i

Ghost, by which Spirit they are bap- 1 -
tized into the body of Christ, and by
which the gifts of faith, Wlsdom knoy--
ledge, " gifts of heahng, Workmoj of”
mifacles, prophecy, discerning of spir-
its, divers kind of torigues, interpreta-
tion of tongues proceed.

Prophets reveal the mind of the Spi-
rit; as to who shall be called as elders,
or evangelists, pastors, and teachers
where labor: shall. be bestowed, as well
ag reveal the gifts: to be obtained or
possessed by those who  are worthy,
make known the will of God in any
matter of church government neces-
sary, as well as any purpose that God
has for his servants to accomplish,~—for
“ Surely the Liord God will do nothing,
but he revealeth his secret unto his’
servants the propﬁets 7__Amos 3:7.

Having found the rock, and the
foundation, we dre prepared toaseer-
tain - the scripture statement ‘of - the:
character.of the church and its needs.
Paul says:

“@God - set the members every one of
them iii the body, as it hath p]eased him.*
—1 Cor, 12:18, -

These members he further names m
verse 28:

«And Godhath set some in the church,
first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly-
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of’
healing, helps governments, dlversmes of“
tongues.” {

-Observe it PLEASED God to set these

by his Spirit:

members in the body. Could it dis-

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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please him afterward so that he should
remove them, and he be an unchange-
able God, and when they were so neces-
sary for the church’s progress and
existence?! - Ag appears from Hph. 4 :
8-12, speaking of Christ, Paul says:

«When he'ascended up on high, he led
eaptlvxty captive, and gave gifts unto men.

* % And he gave gome, apostles; and
some, prophets; and some, evangelists;
and some, pastors and teachers; for the
perfecting of the paints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying of the body
of Christ.”

Notice these inspired officers were
necessary for several important duties.
. First, “THE PERFECTING OF THE
sAInNTS.” How can they be perfected
without them. If the former apostles,
prophets, &e., perfected the saints in
their day, how can the saints in these
days be perfected?' Says one, by their
teaching; but théir teachmg 18" not
understood by “allalike, and different
meanings are given their word; besides,
the saints in that day had: the words: of
prophets and ‘apostles, (for- those sent
by-the Spirit are’ apostles—no matter
in what age theyfizurej; and if such
-teachings alone were'needed to perfect
the saints; then- these could have been
without the aid. of living “enes-as well
a8 we.  Paul argues thab i

Al scnpture glven by ingpiration of
God, is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for Gorrection, for ingtruction in righteous-
ness; that the'man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly . furnished: wumto:: all” ‘good
works,”—2 Tim. 3:16,17. . :

The Holy Seriptures” which  were
able to make Timothy wise unto salva~
tion through faith which is in Christ
Jesus, he had known from a child, and
evidently were the writings of the pro-
phets—termed the 'Old Testament—
and if they could do this work, yet
were not apostles and prophets needed
algo: ~So we. may have’ their writings
yet living ones be needed too.

This. will appéar more clearly from
the second great use that Paul says

they are for '3 namely “THE WORK. OF.

THE MINISTRY,”

The prophets of the Old Testament
filled their ministry and passed away,
and yet the work of the ministry was

still ‘needed, consequently other pro-
phets were raised up to do it; they in
turn passed from the stage of action,
and the “mniinistry,”
the ministry,”
who .are to do the work?

of the kingdom” isagain to be preached
before the end of the world; (see Mat.
24:14); and no one can “preach. ex-
cept he be sent;” (see Rom. 10:14,
15); and this mmlstrv or priesthood
no one should “assume chhout a reve-
lation through a prophet as Aaron
received his.—See Heb. 5 : 4. -
Another purpose for whick - these
officers were designed  was “THE
EDIFYING OF THE BODY. OF CHRIST.
To edify is “to build, to improve, in-
struet, profit.” = We mlghb not only
ask how could the church bs built,
1mproved instructed, or proﬁted with:
out them; but also raise the importans,
yea, momentous query, How  could
the church exist without them? As
they composed in part the ‘members of
the body, and as necessary to its very
organization and life, as the eyes, ears,
hands, fee, and every other member of
a human body aré essential to the very
formation and uses of the body, for
the members respectively, in -~ their
proper position, constitute the body.
So if God once placed these apostles,

or “the work of
is ‘still needed; if' so,
Avpostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teach- "
ers, certainly; especially asthe “gospel .

prophets, &c., as members of the body

of Christ, 1t was for the purpose of
forming that body, consequently their
abohtlon or removal, is ‘equivalent to
the destruction of the body itself. So,
from whatsoever cause they were re-

‘moved, (as evidently they have been

,| for ‘about sixteen hundred years, as all
sects admit), there could have been no
true body, or church, since then.

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Mwﬂhlle we.examine.a so- ealled proof tzhat

they were to be removed; -because; Do,
bR

B longer necessary 5 but,

i”‘vbers, are. what,
" and’ Wlthout Wthh

“and ‘Cabinet; Supreme Court.;_Senate

"_and House of Representatwe

_ with our ‘Mayors,
“Police force, a
whmh aHOW,ln‘

"oﬁcers, and describes theit duties and
powers, yet we will use 1t only ag

 interesting document full of good in-
sttructlon but only in p‘zrt apphcazble‘

‘to us..

red, or destroyed and

‘an. moperai;lve Constxtutlon Why,

. sir; Your Repubhc is. defuncc, it i8]
7 thve i reguze;scat wm pace. . W
‘supposed proof that these 1

“But to't
., olfts were to_cease in the church,
¢ i s a better 1dea, t

here b

“thére is now’ no nee& of the Pres1dent»

rtfhe«r kmwledgewmnst“vaﬁisk*tm‘*
if Lnowgadge, then. . the: ;prm Ny G-ﬁd
the

Go& If' the‘knowledge
1 Iost then eternal_

vworld, the. rehgxo 5%
-profonnddgnorance of God and Chrlst

' :-for the., past seventeen hundred 0T
P

1) phet ‘ ¢

e called into that: ministry by revela-.
tiom, or. prophecy; and as-the gospel is
to_be preached. in all: the world—or

among ationsthen. the. gift of
{tongues:is needed; for the primary use

11of that gift was for that: purpose i t.he

days of Peter.and-Paul.

But when _were toncrues ,to cease,
e ; ot o e

lmt; ' “before

r|the commg £ Christ: ¢ Forwe: know

¢|in part, and ‘prophecy i par
_with the church.) | h.. is. 6
: ‘“Chantyh, ]

when ;that which
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prophécy was
ey, were. the. “Ia

1spensat10n end
’“Baptlsts appearance and qu a3 T
. '




THE “ONE BODY.”

saints “bodies.”—(See 1 Cor. 3: 16
2175 6 :15.)

Paul foresaw an apostasy or falhng
away, and that the saints would become
. unfit to be the recipients of the Holy
Spirit. = John, also, by the Spirit,
“deseribes this fallen condition of some .|
of the churches. Also of your own
‘selves says Paul: '

¢Shell men arise, speaking -perverse
things, to  draw. away disciples after
t_hem 7’—Acts 20: 36,

«For the time will come, when they will
not endure sound doetrine’; but after their
own lusts" shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; and they
shall turn away their esrs from the truth
and be turned unto fables.”—2 Tim 4:

8, 4.
Peter says :

“But there were false prophets alsot

among the people, even ag there shall be
fa.ls‘ga.;.vteachers among you, who privily
shall’ bring in damnable “heresies, even
denymg the Lord that bought them, and
bringiupon themselves swift destruction.
And many shall follow their. pernicious
wayss by, reason of whom: the way of
truth shallybe evil gpoken of.”—2 Peter
2:1, 2.

John, through the Spmt condemns
the chmcu of Thyatira, for having a

- a false "prophetess,, who: taught and‘

seduced the Lord’s servants to commit
fornication, and eat things sacrificed to
idols.. So to the church of Pergamos
it is written that there were those who
taugh the doctrine of ‘Balaam,
taught Balak to cast a stumblmg block
before‘ the children of Israel, and to
eat things sacrificed to idols, and_to
commit fornication.—(See- Revelations
2:14,18. -

As the Spirit of God was. to gulde
into all truth, and to reprove .of sin,
and teach the ‘knowledge of God; and
without it no one could be Christ’s, and
as these evil teachings:and practices
- were the “works of the flesh,” and were
opposed to the fruits.and workings of
the Spirit, it is evident that those who
held them had lost the Spirit; and as
James says, “The body without the

who |

Spirit is dead,” we reason that the
body, or church of Christ, is dead also
without the Spirit.

John Wesley, in reasoning from
Feclesiastical History, states that the
spiritual gifts were in the church until
the middle of the third century. - And

it is evident that as long as the church

remained pure, and uncorrupted by
false teachings, and wunholy practices,
she retained the Spirit; but by reason
of unbelief, defiling of their temples,
and by mixing pagan practices and
notions with the doctrine and practices
of the gospel, they lost it; and conse-
quently became dead; as ‘branches of
the vine become, when through any
cause the supplz of sap or life-power is

o cut off.

‘When the church lost the Spirit of
God, she began to be led by the spirit
of man; and aspire after worldly honor
and place’ and power. And in the
union  of spiritual  principles with
temporal ~ powers, as.  was . effected
through' the - conversion (so . ealled)
of the Emperor Constantine, the
church became " lost to’ Chmt and
the divorce between the bride ‘and
the” Lamb *was" consummated “in - the
establishiment of the Bishop of Rome
ag” Universal - Bishop, or Father over
all the bishops, and the church at
Rome as the mother of all the ‘
churches: T

The* church” stlll wag called “the
church,” but she had by this time lost
the - distinguishing  characteristics of
thé: church “as” introduced - by the
Savior, and moré Tully established by
the Apostles whom he appointed.

The wife who proves unfaithful to
her marriage vows, and seeks the com-
pamonshlp of ‘other men than her hus-
band; and by him is' put away and
legally divorced, does not cease to be a
woman, although no longer vintuous,
yeb she does cease to be the man’s
wife. So the, church was 'still a
church, yet no longer the spotless and
virgin bride of Christ. She found a

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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lover in the world, or Roman.earthly
power, and forsook her legal husband,
and ‘despiséd his law, and ignored his
claims. So becoming the paramour of
Roman potentates with whom ghe has
lived the wanton’s life, with whom she
has committed formcatlon she places
herself in a position to become not onlyx
a harlot, but the mother of harlots, or
false and apostate churches.

Council after council was held to
establish new and unscriptural doghas,
changing the ordinances, altering the
character of the order of church gov-
ernment, introducing new doetrine, and
remodeling the whole superstructure,
as reared by God himself as it pleased
him, and thus became an entirely new
and distinet church, devoid of the
faith, practice, order, 'and spmt of the
Apostohc Church.

THE CHURCH RESTORED.

But was this sad condition to remain
- forever,—was God’s church to be no
longer on the earth? Was the power
of ‘darkness to rejoice unceasingly over
a fallen church, over a corrupt, * chris-
tianity,” so calied? Should Jesus
come and have no kingdom from
which he would gather that which
should offend and do iniguity? Was
the gospel no more to be preached in
power upon earth? No; for the word
had been spoken by the Son of God
before the gospel had been proclaimed
outside of Judean Courts, before Gen-
tile ears had heard its gladsome sound,
that *“This of the kingdom
m all the world for
a witness, unto all nations, and then
shall the end come.”—Matt. 24 : 14.

Or as is ‘otherwise translated, * And
again this gospel of the kmrrdom shall
be preached,” &e.

But how shall it be preached?
“For how can they preach except they
be sent.” ;

If God rejected the apostate church

days?

in former days, and withdrew his

Spmb how could men preach by its
aid,—for the servants-of God formerly
did ot preach by word enly, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of
power; “Not in’ the " words which’
man’s wisdom teacheth; “hut which
the Holy Ghost teacheth ” says Paul.

_And which he “Did nof; receive of

man,, neither’ was’ taught it;
revelation of Jesus Christ”

If the gospel ordinances, and order,
with the power of the | Spmt and
authority to minigteér in-the things of
the kingdom were lost, how could they
berestored? Important question truly.
Is there an answer ? Listen! “Surely
the Liord God will do nothing, but ke
revealeth his secret unto his servants
the prophets.”—Amos 3: 7!

Well then, here is an “important
secreb necessaly to be made known,
even how to restore the gospel church
with its faith, ordinances, and organi-
zation. How shall it" be done?
Answer.—DBy revelation. to such - as
God may call to be prophets: -

Shall there be prophetsiin the lasb
Yes, answers  Joel.:
shall ordain men to preach; as this
power was conferred by laymg on’ of
hands anciently? Was an
earth empowered to do thi

but by

gated from the courts of e Ve, ~—or
else received the power an rxght to
preach by ordination of “min,—who
must in his turn either receive it from
heaven, or through hum: trumen-
tality ,——1f‘ the Iatter then the rule
must hold true in every case till it is
run back to the apostles, thereby estab-
lishing a line of Apostolic Successors,
which is equivalent to saying that the
church existed in its purity fromthe
apostles till now; but apestles " and
prophets ceased centur1e° 4go, is the
claim to- day

Tf none can trace their ordination
back to Apostolic days, then they are
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decxdedly and soIely of: human. origin, s

or else were . bestowed ‘by special reve,
lation: “and _commission .from God

chrough Jesus, or.an angel. Bub

Who clalms the latt‘rr? The 1dea 18

sneer at sﬁch an idea, say to-the ol 1
that. authority taken from_earth, be-
cauge of transgressmn must be restored

is not ndlculous but a reasonabTe and
a sonptural one..

God musé- reveal “Hls :
his servants the prophets,” or. ptophet
if he had but one.. How. has God
revealed his-secrets in . former days
By the Holy ‘Ghost, says. one; traly.

but'is that the only way? | How did/;

he reveaI secrets to John on, ﬁhe Isle
called Patmos 7. : :

“The revelatlon of: Jesus Chnst whmh 45

fwhen

come to Jzudge thé qmck and the
he does ‘co and to. nerformvf:

os el to preach to._ t
y and to e ety natxon an »

_f':Let it he. remembered that, John
well knew’ that the gospel had’ been
ng - g.preached on

God gave unto, him, to. shew,ugato hig.ser-|>*%

vants things whwh must shortl ;eome.to
pass; -and he: ‘went ard s:gmﬁed ‘it by hlS
angel unto his servant J .1 :_1.

“T Jesus have sent mme ungel to teqtlfy
unto you these thmgs in the chm‘ches
Revi:22+16,

Also’ to Damel 9: 21

So it is not un easonable to, suppose eartl

that Jesus would adopt a ‘similar way

to reveal the’ great secret, thab the.

time had come for the crospel of the,
kmordom to be again. Preached——the

ordmances restmed——the organwablon

revived—and his church once, more
established upon earth,

The gift of the Holy Spmb was
formerly conferred through the laying)..
on of hands, as were also ordmamons to;
offices, and was_one of the principles,
or ord'nances in_the churches. . (See
Acts 8:17; 13:1-4; 19:6. 1 Tim.
4:14. Heb 6:1.) So that while
the secret could be revealed by the
Spirit, or by the voice of God- dlreetly
uttered, yet that authority. to, preach
should " be conferred, and the Holy

Spirit bestowed, it was needful that

quickly fo wed by another who pro )
claims the, downmll of. Babylon, which,

bemg preache
, ity: be brought
), angel, as. somethmg that
had been lost or neglected, . .. .. -
Ne1ther must_he. bring. somethin
new, or another gospel it so, he comes ...:
mder the amthema. of Paul. - :

“Bub -though we, <or: an angei froxo
heuven, preach any othersrospel uito yon
than that which we ha preached unto.
y‘oiu‘,‘ Tet bim be’ acc‘urse N :1.' 138, -
If he could not brmg a new. s
and there being no necessity.of . bring-
ing that_ already preached . throughout.
the ‘world, (see Col. 1:23), then it
must be_a._future day tha!; John see
previous to which_he discerns the true: -
and only gospel would have ceased to .
be preached  in -purity, power and by:
divine endorsement.
Has the angel come? If not WJH
he come? - Yes if the Bible be true.

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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proet?”

J ohn ’ o_} Pet

They said

of ‘the angelic visitations.~

that they‘saw the angels, and we do1Va
not doubt it; but i3 not the word . of |evi

that' angels. did appeafi” 1‘taﬂlé and

smengthen our fa1t11 m he,_ clalms of

the former.
A man might testify npon oath that,

Have: you that an angel appeared:to
0,0 liug,. the assertxon of .the first, bemg

"But:says one, tile fact of the dead

“}man . being found, and at® the place

where"‘«the muraer “wad “¥ald " to” have
oceurred; would be strong evidence of

( ,pr1v1-

eges, © ordmances, “and’ blessings s

fact  of  the church

hie days of Paul, with

_prophets, teachers, and the

Spiritual glfts 18 strong
tored

, DOES N(}T EXIST AS IN
FORMER DAYS?

+-When was, the church- reorgamzed‘?
1snnx10usly asked.” * APRIL, 6th, 1830.

And. now . existing: under the v1rtu0us

he saw anoﬂ'}er ‘shoot a third one, and
kill him. * The testimony of ten’ thou-
sand men that he did not sce h
it, would “fiot “invalidate his teshmony,

FRINTED AT THE TRUE LATTER DAY

do .

raling ‘of Joseph ‘the son of Joseph
the martyred prophet..

Hend for an Fpltome of. the F‘uth
and compme mth the anptures ‘
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