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REJECTION OF THE CHURCH.

The Lord: sai&' uht‘oﬁ thé saintg in
January, 1841, that if they did not

manner, and: within a given time, ‘“a
sufficient time;” they should be tejected
as a church with their dead,—for whom.
some had been baptized.

“After this _revelation was g)wen

" ‘Hyrum Smith wrote -a letter to .the;
‘gaints ob Klrtlamd Ohio; in, which he}:

says:

“They have neglected the Hovse of the
Lord and ‘tho: Baptismal Font in - this
place [Nauvoo]:where their dead may be
redeemed; and the key of knowledge that
unfolds the digpensation of the fullness of
times may be turned, and-the mysteries of
(fod unfolded, upon ‘which the salvation of
the world, ‘and the redemption of their
" deéad depends,

“For thus saith the Lord, There shall
not be a General Conference agsembled
together until the house of the Lord be
- finished, and the Baptismal Fort; and i
we are not diligent the church shall be
rejected, and their .dead also saith the
Lord.”—Z%mes and Seasons, vol. 2, p. 589.

“Heber €. Kimbsall said, June 11,
1843: k

“Should we fail fo build those houses
[the temple, and Nauvoo house] all our

attemypts would be in vain, and we'should
be cast off with our dead.”’—Times and Sea-

Ysons, vol. 4,  page 317.

" Parley P. Pratt said; September 8th,

o J G1C nobiyg4q:
build the temple at Nauvoo, in a given|

“¢The great God said throughJoseph,
build the Temple; T 'give ‘you a sufficiont
‘time to build'it, and it you do not Build'it
by the appomted time, you ‘shall’ be' reJect-
ed as & people with your dehd. " Tismes dnd
Seasons, vol. 5, page 6562,

Mo “build” the Temple, was to jinish
it, to complete it.  Hyrum p1ophecxed
as 'we have seen, that the Temple and
Font should be “finished,” otherwise
they should hold no O"enual conference,
and the church and ‘their dead should
be rey,cted.

- Nowitis a well known fact that-the
Nawvoo “house was builded ‘only “part
way on the sceond story, and that the
Temple was never finished. - Thousand%
who v1s1ted the temple, both before
and after the -saints left Nauvoo; ¢an
testify to this; 5 lience, not finishing the
Temple the saints did not “build™ it

‘and as’a consequence they were ‘x

jected as a church,” as the Lioxd had
forewarned them. =+ 8

waham Youno said in 185"

“Sufﬁce it to say to this eongregatlon
that we ghall attempt to build a Temple
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2 REJECTION OF THE CHURCH.

gn Salt Lake City]to the name of our
od. This has been attempted several
times, but we have never yet had the
privilege of completing and enjoying one.”
- Journal of Discourses, vol. 1, page 277.

Agaih' he said, August 31st, 1856,
that the Nauvoo Temple was not ﬁm'sh-
ed. - -He says:

‘¢Have you ever seen & Temple finished
since the church commenced? No, you
have not.”

In 1863, after Elders Briggs and
MecCord, missionaries of the Reorgani-
zed Church, went to Utah, and began
preaching to the people that the
church, as an organization, had been
rejected of Grod; Brigham, not able to
answer their arguments, faced right
about on his former testimony, and
declared that they did complete the
Nauvoo Temple. Hesays: =~ -

“God commanded us to build the Naunx
voo Temple, and we built it, and performed
our duty-pretty well. - ¥ %:..%: Through
the blessing of God it was completed and
accepted by Hun »  Deseret News, Get. 14,
1863. -

Persons of sense can see at a glance
which of the above testimonies: are
most likely to" be true, and will make
their selection accordingly.” That the
Temple, to say nothing of the Nauvoo
. House, was ‘never. buulded, within_ the

true intent and meaning of that term,.

——that it was never “fnished,” never
“completed,”—is placed. beyond: all
doubt, taking even the ‘testimony of
Brighamm Young.  His first -two testi-
monies -are -in harmony with- that- of
many others, and are therefore to " be
believed. Hls last testimony is ‘con-
trary'to that of others, contrary to his
own-on Lwo former occasions, and hence
it is not to be believed.

We are aware that this places "/Ir
Young in an unenviable position—he
can blame only himself for it—for the
gonclusion will be foreed ,tpon the
mind of the reader, thet if he mokes

the ..

such contradictory statements’in regard
to a subject with which he was so
familiar as the building of the Temple,
then his testimony on any and afl: im-
portant subjects should be carefully
eriticised, and accepted when  found
true. . )

“We: néw: see that the Temple. was
never buils ag commanded of God, and
we are bound, therefore, to conclude
that the church as an organization, as
also their baptisms for their dead; were
rejected of God.

Some hold that the threatened “re-
jection” would work: the entire.-over-
throw or destruction of  the church;
and, that as a consequence, the dispen-
sation would" have to be begun anew,
the ‘church  re-established: and the
priesthood  with the keys thereof' re-
committed.

Such a supposntmn is faulty H f01 not-
withstanding the church, as such,
might ‘be rejected; yet the Lord had
established his kingdom-“for“the last
time,” for “the fullness of tinies;” and,
it was “never to be desbroyed Y bub
“it shall stand forever.”

The kingdom was given to the saints,
[Doctrine and. Covenants 45+ (15) 1,]
and:was established -as early as 1830,
[Doctrine.and Covenants. 26:::(50).30;
42 = (15) 185 43:(14)-3,] and was

little stone kingdom,.[Dan. 2: -
34,35, 44,45; Doctrine and. Covenants ;
65 : (14)] the fast committal of. the
gospel and the keys of the kingdom,

[Doctrine .and Covenants 26.:.(50) 3 ;

105 (104} 127, and for the “eleventh
hour.” Doctrine and Covenants 32:
(55)'1; Matthew 20:6. It was the
“last time’ the vineyard was to be
pruned.. Doctrine and Covenants 39:
(69) 5. It'was the prelude to" God’s
“strange “act.” - Doctrine: and -~ Cove-
nants 92 : (96) 1.. And the kingdom
was never to be destroyed, nor given to
another people. ’

The church, or kingdom, could be
“rejected,” but it wag never to he
broken downg=never 0 nease to exist,
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The Lord “rejected all the. seed of
Israel, and afflicted. them, and deliver-
ed them into the hand of spoilers,”
[2 Kings 17 : 207, but their nation-
ality was not lost.

Though, like Judah, the; are broken,
and scatteled and in captivity, on ac-
count of their alienation from God,
they, with: Judah, are still known  to
God as a nation or kingdtm. See Jer.
31 : 35, 36. :

Judah weit into the DBabylonish
captivity for their sins, and the Lord
said of them by the prophet Jeremiah,
“Reprobate silver shall men call them
because the Lord hath rejected them.”
Jer. 6.:30. Their rejection was marked
by their being driven from the lands
which God had given them by promise,
and by their being brought into great
bondage. - :

‘Daniel learned “by books,” [Daniel
9: 27, .the years of their captivity, and
afterwards - learned: by the revelations
of God concerning their deliverance.

Of this "re_]ectlon” of Judah the
Lord further says:

“«Cut off thine hair, O Jerusalem, and
cast it away, and take up a lamentation on
high places; forthe Lord hathrejected and
forsaken the generation of his wrath. . For
the children of Judah have done evil in
my sight, saith the Lord; they have set
their abominations in the house that'is
called by my name, to pollate 1t 7 Jer,

: 29, 30. )

By this we learn that: God 1'ejected
Judah for their sins.  But when they
were sufficiently chastised, God inspired
the heathen, those ‘who held civil rule
over them, to-aid them in their return
- to. their .land-and their eity... See 2
Chronicles 36 : 20-23; Bazra 1l :1-11.

God did not cast them off forever,
nor destroy their kingdom,: nor _take
from them the priesthood.

The Lord may reject his church in
this dispensation, as he rejected Judah,
and for similar reasons, and not destroy | .
the church, nor overthrow the kingdom,
nor take-away the holy priesthood; we

bold that he has so rejeeted his ehurch.

All the marks of a . rejection are
clearly manifest in the written and
unwritten history of the church for the
last twenty-five years.

Digobedience to God's written Iaw, .
given for the government of the church,
as found in Doctrine and Oovenantc
Book' of* Mormon, aird’ Bible; and the
following of the “traditions of " the’
elders,” by which the law is made void,
were the. causes. of: this: rejection.
Owing ‘to- the church - turning: away
from the written word there “has-been
great blindness among priests‘dnd peo-
ple,—an erring in spnlt and a stumb-
ling-in Judoment The saints have -
been driven from city to city; and from
place to place, and the kingdoms of
this world havé prevaﬂed against' them.

Tt is too. noterious to require proor
here, that all the factions arising since
the death of the martyr ha,ve prac-
tically rejected the books, especially the-
Doctrine and Covenants. which con-
tains the law and covenants to the
churech.

Some profess gr eat love for the books,
but at the same time teach and practice

contrary to them.

This is a clear token of apostasy

Law is given to be kept, and not to
be violated. The word of God is given
toenlighten, instruct, and. guide, and
not to be treated with contempt, and
cast aside.

When: we see the people of God
teaching false doetrines, and setting up
false clalms we may be sure they are
not- in’ the- light—not in:favor with
God,—but on the’ high way to apostasy.

One of the clearest evidences. that
the . church was rejected as early as
1844, is. the fact that so many false
claims were put ; forth by men who once
stood ‘high in adthority, and another,
that so many false doctrines began to
be taught.

The twelve, with Brigham at their
head, taught that the church had no
prophet, but that the #welve was the
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4 7. REJECTION OF THE CHURCH.

proper head of ‘the church; and that
“Elijah’s mantle had fallen upon them.”
See " Times "and Seasons, vol. 5 pages
637,638,

Bngham said to the saints:

“You arenow withont a'prophet present

with:you.in the flesh-to. guide you, but you,

are: mot without apostles, whe hold.the
keys of power to seal on earth that which.
shall he sealed in ‘heaven, and to preside
over all the affairs of the church in all the
world, 1% % %
a moment that bis (Joseph’s) place will be
filled by another; for, remember, he stands
in-his:own place, and always  will; and
the twelve apostles of “this dispensation
stand in their own place and always will,
both “in “time and eternity, to minister
preside, and’ regulate. the affairs of ‘the
whole church e THmes, and Seasons, voli &,
page 618. ;

By tl’iesé claims the twelve were to

preside” over all the chureh, in ‘all’

places and the prophetic office] *“Moses’

seat,’” was forever vacated; for Bugham

says, ‘Josgeph’s place- Would never. be
filled by another; “that ‘the twelve
" apostles stood in their own place; and
always would. This claim; or predic-
tion, whatever it may beé called, does
not prove true, for the twelve have not
always remained in their own place,
that is in their own quorum.” Brigham
sought to <l Ioseph’s place.
not only left* his: own place; but pre-
tends to be the president over the
whole church, and so fill “Mosés™ seat.”
He1s at war with himself, and" stands
self-judged, self-condemned

Heber' € Kimball; “and* VVllhard

Richards “did" not alwa,ys “gpand in

their own place,” as Brigham predictéd,
for they left the quorum of the twelve,

and went up to counsel with him’ who'

had climbed into Moses’ seat; and now
Geo.” A, Smith hag' left his own place,
the quorum of the twelve, and is found
a ‘counsellor to Brigham. = All theése
claims and doings are clear evidenees
of blindness, apostasy, and rejection.

As we have scen, Brigham  claimed
that the twelve would preside over all

Let no man presume for.

-He

the affairs of the church in a@l. places.
This ‘was the - claim; and - they have
sought by every means to carry it out.
Now the law says, “the twelve:are a
traveling, [not local], presiding -high
eouncil, to officiate in'the name. of  the
Lord, under the direction of the presis
deney of ‘the ‘church; agreeable-to: the
institution of heaven to build up the
church, and: to recrulate all the affairs
of the same, in all _nations, [outside of
Zion and her stakes]; ‘first. unto the
Geentiles, and secondly to the Jews.
Doctrine and Covenants 104: (103) 12

By this we learn that" the twelve
were not the presidency of the church;,
a5 “théy’ falsely ‘claimed; -buti were' s
subordinate’ quoruin, “to “labor “under
the direction of the pr esidency.” - This
plan-was “the’ institution of heaven.”

That the twelve were never designed
of God to be a local pres1dency, norto
be the heads of the churéh; is manifest
from the nature of their offiee ; forthey
were called to “go abload amono all
nations.”

Joseph o understood Pd 80 taught.
He says: ‘

«The twelve will have 7o, ught to g0 into
Zion, or.any of her stakes, and there under-
take to regulate the affairs thereof, where
there is a standing high council; but itis’
their duty.to- go-abroad: and- regulate alli
matters velative to the:different branches:
of the chureh. ¥ '# "%  No standing
high council has authority to go into the
churches abroad, and regulate the matters
thereof, for ihis; belongs 16 the twelve.”—
Jl[zllenmal Star Vol, lo, pﬂge 261

Nauvoo-was & stake it had o stand— ~
ing high couneil at the time of J. oseph’s
martyrdom and “Br. William - Marks
wag its president; as-also the president
of the stake; and “the " twelve, after
Joseph’s'death, came and usutrped the
authority of that cotnecil; ‘and of the
presidency of that-stake, and"assumed
50 regulate, control, and dictate; where

-| they had not* the 'shudow “of rightful

ﬁuthorlby aceordlng to the law above"
quoted.

www.LatterDayTruth.org



REJECTION OF

THE CHURCH. 5

The twelve not only wrested the
authority from the high couneil, in re-
gard to local matters, as pertaining to
Zicn and her stakes, but they also pos-
sessed themselves of the control of the
church, ag its heads.

What higher evidence cain we have
of the blindness and ‘alienation from
Grod; than these lawless acts?

. What better evidence do we need of
the blindness of the saints, than their
submitting to, and sanctioning such
irregular, arrogant conduet!

As we have seen, the mission of the
twelve was to “0‘0 abroad among all
nations,” and to “go into all the world,
- and preach the’ gospel [not polygamy]
to. every creatme And it was. told
them ‘

“See to it that yeirouble not yourselves
concerning the affairs of my church in this
place, [Kirtland, a stake], saith the Lord;
but-purify your-heartg-before me, and then
go ye into sall the world, and preach my
gospel unto every -creature who has not
received it,—Doctrine and Covenants 105:
(104) 11. ;

But when the “two chief shepherds
were taken away in one day,” the
twelve abandoned their proper mission
and calling, and usurped the place and
authority of others; thus changing the
order-entirely as taught in- the Iaw and
established by Joseph the martyr.

Never was there a bolder move to
change the order of God,—to confuse
and disorder the church.

In keeping with the new order of
things; Brigham’ claimed- that it was
his place to receive revelations for the
church; whereas, in the absence of the
first presidency, it was the right of the
President of the hlgh council, William
Marks.

That it would always be the privilege |

of the president of the high council,
in the absence of the first presidency
to receive revelations to build up the
church, is very evident from the teach-
ings of Joseph. - He says:

“On the 3rd of July, [1884], the high
priests of Zion assembled in Clay county,
Missouri, and T proceeded to organize a
high eouncil, agreeable to revelation given
at Kirtland, for the purpose of settling im-
portant business that might: come before
them, which. could not be settled by the
Bishop and: his counecil.: David Whitmer
was elected . president, and W. W. Phelps
and John Whitmer agsistant presidents.  *

¥ %  From this time T'continued to give
instructions to the’ members of the High
Council, elders, those who had traveled in
the camp with me, and such others as
desired information, until the 7th; when
the Council assembled: [again] according
to adjournment, at the house"of Elder

‘Lyman Wight; present, fifteen high priests,

eight elders;, four priests,; eight teschers,
three deacons; and members.

« After singing and prayer, I gave the
council such instructions in® relation to
their high calling as would eénable them to
proceed to minister in their office agree-
able to the pattern heretofore given ; Iread
the revelation on: the subject; [Doctrine
and Covenants 99 or 5], and told them if T
should now be . taken away, I had accom-
plished the great work the Lord had laid
before me, and that which I had desired
of the Lord ; and that I have donemy duty
in organizing the high: council,. through
which council the will of -the: Lord might be
made known. on all important occasions, in the
building ‘up of Zion, and establishing truth
in the earth.”’-——See Church History, Times
and  Seasons, and Millennial Star, vol. 15,
page 109.

From the foregoing, we learn that it
was the right of Wm: Marks, as presi-
dent of the High Council, instead of
Brigham Young, as president of the
twelve, to receive revelations to build
up Zion and to establish truth in the
earth.  Such are the teachings of
Joseph,—such -are the teachmws of
the law.

Brigham said in the Oetober confer-
cuce of 1844, at Nauvoo. “If you
don’t know Whose right it is to give
revelation, T will tell you; it is 1.”
— Times and Seasons, vol. b, page 683.

Had Brigham and the twelve re-
mained true to their calling, they would
not-have supplanted the High Council,
but would bave taught the saints that
the revelations to build up the church
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in all the earth; were to come through
the High Couneil ,—through. its prem—
dent, William Marks.

Tnstead of domg this, however, they
disarranged the oroanwa‘olon, and cor-
rupted the doctrines of  the church,

until it now has but little semblance tO‘

the church as it existed before 1844.

The twelve published to the elders,
Times and Seasons, vol. B; ‘page 490
saying:

¢If any man writes to you, or preaches
to you, doctrines contrary to the Bible,
Book  of Mormon, or ‘the Doctrine and
Covenants, set him down as an IMPOSTOR.
Try them by the -principles: contained in
the acknowledged word of God ;. if they
preach, or teach, or practice. contrary -to
that, disféellowship.them;: cut themoff from
among you as useless and dangerous branch-
es,” ;

These were
teachings they had learned repeatedly
from Joseph and had’ they practiced
these teachings, they would never have
said that the books were “not_ worth
the ashes of a rye straw,” in the guid-
ance and government of the church.

But, as we ‘have seen, they were
among the first to turn away from the
books, —to teach and practice contrary
to them; hence, they stand condemned
by their own mouths, as “impostors,”
“useless and dangerous branches,”’ who
should be “cut off.” In. these things
we have clear evidences of the bhnd-
ness consequent upon “rejection.”

In speaking of the power and
authority of the High Council, Joseph
says:

“The High Council has been expressly
organized to administer in o/l her [Zion’s]
spmtual affgirs; and the Bishop and his

council are set over temporal affairg,”
—Millennial Star, vol. 15, page 284.

But under. the administration of
Brigham and the twelve, the rights and
authority. of the high. council are
usurped by them, as are also the rights
and powers of the Bishoprick,

By this bold, unscropulous movement;

-correct  teachings,—.

| place after 1842,

they strike down the authority of other
quorums;. and  councils, and make all
subservient to their will and dictation.
The high council, the bishop and his:
council were but mere ciphers,—figures
that moved as Brigham and the twelve
pulled the wires.

Tt is manifest that J oseph was im.
pressed that the twelve would yield: to”
temptations and apostatize. .. In writing
of them he says: :

¢, ye twelve! ‘and all saints! profit by
this important KEY,—~that in all your
trials, troubles, temptations;. afflictions,
bonds, imprisonments and. death, gee to-t,
that you do not betray heaven; that you
do not betray Jesis Chrigt, [by making
Adam greater], that you do not-'betray the
brethren; that you do not betray thereve-
lations of God; whether in'the Bible; Book
of Mormon, or Doctrine and Covenants, or
any that ever was or ever will be revealed
unto man in'this world or that which isto
come.”  Yea, in all your kicking and fioun-
dering, ‘see to it that ye ‘do not do this
thing, lest innocent blood:be found in youxr
skirts, and yow'go" down t0 hell.. - All other
sing are mnot to be compared to sinning
against the Holy Ghost,” and proving a
traitor to thy brethren. % % %" Must
the new ones that are chosen to fill the
places of those, that are.fallen ::of - the
quorum of the twelve, begin.to.exalt them..
selves, [seeking: places and authority that
does not belong to them], until they exalt
themselves so hxgh that they will 'soon
tumble‘over-and have & great foll; and go-
wallowing through the mud; and'mive; and.
darkness, Judas-like. to the buffetings of
Satan, -as several of the quorums have
done; or will they be wise ?”-—lelenmal
Star, vol. 17, page 2 ‘790

It is guite a common report amonO“
the saints who lived at, and neay, Nau-
voo; - during Joseph’s lifetime, ' that
Joseph said just before his death, and
orce in & public meeting; that if Bl‘l“- :
ham Young ever .got the lead. of the
chureh, “he would Tead it to hell” Lt

The. revelation, of July; 1837, Doc-
trine. and: Covenants 105: (104) 5,
teaches. that the twelve would go 1nt0
temptations, -darkness; and ahenatlon
from  God. . This must- have taken
or: 1843, for-up. to
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that time their labors were accepted.
The revelation reads:

¢ And after- their: femptations and much
iribulations; behold, T the Lord, will feel
* after them, [ne occasion for this if they
had lived near to God], and if they harden
not their hearts, and stiffen not: their
necks against me, they:shall be converted,
{no need of their conversion if they should
remain faithful in docirine and practice],
and I will heal them.”

What stronwer clea1e1 evidence do

“we need to show that the twelve, after

1837, would go into apostasy, departm g
from the ways of the Lord?

As we-have seen, they reject the
teachings of the Doctrine and Cove-
pants; alse-the Book. of :Mormon; and
the teachings of Joseph as we find
them written in the Church History;
and also, that they wrested from the
high ¢ouncil and bishoprick their God-
given rights  and - authorities.. + We
have also seen that they have acted
contrary to their.own. teachings,.as
quoted from their epistle to the church,
by which they stand self-condemuned as
“impostors;”  ‘“useless and dangerous
branches,” that ought to be “cut off;”
and furthel that they have violated
the promises made to the church that
they would “carry out Joseph and
Hyrum’s - measures,” and that ‘the
twelve would always stand in their
own place,” and their profession, that
Jozeph’s place should “never be filled
by another.”

That the church of Ged, in the last
days would become corrupted by false
and wicked leaders, and therefore re-
Jected of God, iz made so plain in the
Book of Mormon that none can sue-
cessfully question it.

Moroni, in the 4th chapter, 3rd and
4th paragraphs of Book of Mormon,
prophecies of wonderful things which
will occur at and after the coming forth
of the Book of Mormon. He says in

the 4th par.

“Behold, the Lam hath ehown unto me
groat sud morvellons things W“ufﬂ; yust

shortly come at that day when-these things
shall come forth among you. DBehold I
speak unto you as if ye were present, and
ye are not. DBut behold, Jesus Christ hath
shown you unto me, and I know your
doing; and I know that'ye do walk in the
pride of your hearts; and there are none,
save a few only, who do not lift themselves
up in the pride of their hearts, unto the
wearing of very fine apparel, unto envying,
and strifes; and malice, and. persecutions,
and all manner of iniquities; and your
churches, yea, even every one, have become
poliuted because of the pride of your hearts.
For behold, ye do love money, and your sub-
stances, and your fine apparel, and the
adorning of your churches, more than ye
{ove the poor and needy, the sick and afflict-
ed. O ye pollutions, ye Izg/pocrites, ye teach-
ers; who sell yourselves for that which will
canker. Why have we polluted :the holy
church of God? [thls must mean the church
of the saints]. Why are ye ashamed to
take upon you the name of Christ? [by
pmc‘uce] ® %% Why do ye adorn
yourselves with that whioh hath no life,
and yet suffer the hungry, and the needy,
and the naked, and the sick, and the
affiicted to pass by you, and notice them
not? Yea, why do ye build up your secret
abominations to get gain, and cause that
widows should mourn before the Lord, and
also orphans to mourn before the L(@rd
and also the blood of their fathers and their
husbands to ery wnto the Lord from the
ground, for wengeance wupon your heads?
Behold, the sword of vengeance hangeth over
you; and the time soon cometh that he
avengeth the blood of the saints upon you
for he will not suffer their cries any lon- -
ger.”’

Surely we may say with Isalah, “the
leaders of this people cause them to
err.”—Isalah 9: 16, And again, with °
Tzekiel :

“Thus saith the Lord God unto the
shepherds; woe be to the shepherds of
Israel that do feed themselves! Should
not the shepherds feed the flocks? Ye
eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the
wool, yet kill them that are fed; but ye
feed not the flock. The diseased have ye
not strengthened, neither have ye healed
that which was sick, neither have ye
bound up that which was broken, neither
have ye brought again that which was
driven away, neither have ye sought that
which which wag lost; but with force snd
with eruelty have yo vuled thewm, % % ¥
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Thus saith the Lord God; behold, I am
against the shepherds; and I will require
my ffock at their hand, and cause them.to
cease from feeding the flock, neither shall
the shepherds feed themselves any more;
for I will deliver my flock from their
mouth, that they may not be meat for
them.”—«Ezek. 34: 2, 8, 4, 10

And the Apostle Peter says:

“There shall be fulse: teackers among
you, who privily slnll bring . in ‘demnable
heresies, even denying the Lord - that
bought them, and bring upon themselves
swift desiruction. . And many shall follow
their pernicious ways; by reason of whom
the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.
And through covetousness shall they with
feigned words make merchandise ‘of you;
whose judgment now of a long time linger-
eth noty and their dampation: slitmbereth
not.”'~-2 Peter $: 1, 2, 3.

What need we sa, f‘urtho to con-
vince the truth- lovmw saints that the
church, as an orgamzaumn was 1e]ect~
ed of (;rod ?

We have need to look:at fa(;t}b as

they are.  The thmgs of Gods kmg~
dom,~of  salvation,~—are not to be
trifled with, and we must learn to
discern between men and principles,—
between good and evil, truth and error,
and_“judge all thlpgs ‘that pertams
unto Zion; and to “prove liars and
hypoerites,” and those.who. claim. to
be “apostles and prophets.’ -——Docbrme
and Covenants, 21 : (64) (i

In: the “rejection” of the church,
nearly all were thrown into confusmn
and: darkness' seemed . to ;rest,\_upon
almost all; .and .none, evidently, was
affected more. than the twelve,

The voice of God is to. all the saints,
“}i%‘eturn unto me, and T will return
unto you “-and how shall: they return ?

t and remember the- new Cove-

. even the Book of Mormon, and the -
former commandments which I have given
them; not only tosay, but to do'according
to that-which. I have writfen. ”—Doctmne
and Covenants, 4 : (83) 8.
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