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MISSOURI 'os JOSEPH SMITH.

1t has fallen to our lot ol late years to keep
as account of any remarkabie eircumstance that
might transpire, in, and about this, and the ad-
Jjoining states; as well ag of distant provinces and
pations,  Among the many robberies, earth-
quakes, voleanic evuptions, tornadoes, fires,
mobs, wars, &e. &e., which we have had to
cord, there is one circumstance of annual occurs

" 'vence, which it has alwaye fallen to our lot to

, chronicle.

-

We allude not o the yearly inun-
dations of the Nile, nor the frequent eruptions
of Vesuvius or Etna, but to the boiling over of
Tophet, alizs the annual overflow of the excres-
sence of Missourl. Not, indeed, like the Nile,
overfiowing its parched banks, invigorating the
alluvial soil and causing vegetation to teem forth
in its richest attire; but like the sulphurious
flame that burns unnoticed in the bowels of 8
voleano ; kept alive by the combustion of its
own pative elemen!, antil it can contain itself
no longer within the limits of its erater, it
bursts beyood ats mmrﬂ bounds ; and not satis-
ﬁm wé ¢ whal is within its own bow-
siy, ‘wildly, snd wantonly
farth, snd spreads its sulphurious lava all around,
seattering desolations in ils path, destroying the
et of the hushandwman, the fisherman, and the
palace of the nobleman, in one general sweep;
cevering vegetation with its flery lava, and turn-
ing the garden into 5 bed of cinders. So Missouri
has her annual ebulitions, 2nd unable to keep
ber fire within her own bosom, must belch
forth her sulphuric lava, and seek to over-
whelm others wilh  what iz burning in ber
own bowels and destroying her very vitale; and
a5 it happeus that we are 80 unfortunale as-to
five near the borders of this monsier, we must
ever and snon, be smosited. with the soo! that
flies off from her burning crater.

. Without eatering here into the particulars of
the bloody deeds, the high-handed oppression,
the unconsiifutional scls, the deadly and mal-
cions hate, the numerous munﬁe:’ﬁ; and - the
wholesale robberies-of that peopley we will
groveed 1o nolice one of im Tate of iz
art, or of the Governor of ihat slate loward,
e We allude to. the lale arrest of Js”awwsfz
Emith.
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dikposed to pul a siop to that executive infla-
ence which had songht the destruction and
averthrow of Mr 8.] Mr 8. returaed in peace
o the bosom of his family, and was reccived
with jeyous acclamation by a numerous host
of friends who felt to rejoice that innocence
hud uiamphed over persecution, fanaticism.
and despotigm, :
Ouce more at peace, Mr. Smith flattered }nm-
self that his relentless persccutors must, have
satiated their rage and exausted their ingenuity
to find means to prosecute; and he had favora-
bly hoped that had they invented any thing else;
that the executive of this stats, alive to the injuk:
tice that Mr. Smith had aiready experience
from the hands of Missouri, would not have
countenanced or furthered any demands that
might be made by that state upon the execu-
tive of this, for the ‘person of Joseph Smith.—
This wa believe he had reason to expect; he
was in hopes that the time of his trials, pertain-
ing to the tyrrany of that state, was at an end,
and that he would be allowed to enjoy the pre-
cious boon of liberty, and to dwell inpeace in
the bosom of his family, and with his friends. —
Yeeling perfectly sccure, he set off with his fam-
ily to Mr. Wassons’, to visit his wife’s sister
. Mrs. Wasson and family, who resided about
twelve miles from Dixon, Lee county, ia this
state. While he was there, a Mr. J. H. Rey-
- nolds, Sheriff of Jackson county, Missouri, (so
he says) and Mr, Harman Wilson, of Ca rthage,
arrived at - Dixon, professing “to be Mormon
praachers; from thence they proceeded to Mr,
Wasson’s, at whose house Mr. Smith was stay-
ing. They fourd Mr. Smith outside of the
door, and accosted him in a very uncouth un-
geatlemanly manner, guite o keeping however,
with the common practice of Fissourians. The
{2llowing is as near the conversation as'we can
mather. Tleynolds and his coadjutor Wilson,
both stepped up al a time to Mr. Smith with
their piatols cocked, and without shewing any
writ or serving any process, Mr. Reynqidb with
his pistol cocked at Mr. Smith’s breast, eried
out, “G—d d——1 you if you stir Pil shoot—
G dnt you~—if you stir one inch I'll shoot
yor, Ged g you--he still or Pl shoot
yoaby G—~4.” “What is the meaning of this?
interrogated  Mr, Smith, <Pl ahow you the
moaning by G4, andif youstir one inch D]
shaot you, (d dw—1 you.” I am not alraid
of your shooting, answered ¥r. Smith, Tam no;
afraid to die.” He then bared Lis breast, and
~aid “shoot away, I hava endured so mueh on-
pression I am weary of life and kill me if you
piease. [ am astrong maa however, and with
Juy own natural weapans could soen level Loth

of you; butif you have any legal process to
serve, I am at all times subject to law and shall
not offer resistance.” “G—d d——n you if yon
say another word, we’ll shoot you, by G—d.»
“Shoot away” answered Mr. Smith, I am not
afraid of your pistols.” They then burried him
off to a carriage that they had, and without
serving process, were for hurrying him off
without letting him see, or bid farewell to his
family or friends. Mr. Smith then said, “gen-
tlemen if you have any legal process I wish to
obtain & writ of Iabeas Corbus.” and ws8
answered, “G—d d n you, you sha’nt have
one.” Mr. Smith saw a friend of his passing

land said these men are kidnapping e, and I

wish a writ of habeas corpus to deliver myself’
out of their hands. This {riend immediately
proceeded to Dixon. whence the Sheriff also
proceeded full speed; on arriving at the house
of Mr. McKennie, tavern keeper, b5 Smith
was thrust into a room and guarded there with-
out being allowed to see anybody, and borses
were ordered in five misutes. Mr. Emith then
stated to Reynolds: T wish to get counsel,”’
and was answered G4 d—n you,you sha’nt
have cournsel, one word more G—d d—n yow

.1 and P!l shoot you.”> “What is the useof this so

often,” saild Mr. Smith, I have often {old you
to shoot, and I now tell you again to shoot
awayy”’ and seeing a person passing he said, I
am falsly imprisoned here, and I want a lawyes.
A lawyer came, and had the door banged in his
face with the old threat of shooting if he came
any pearer, another afterwards came and recoiv-
j'ed ihe same treatment. Many of the citizens of
Dixon by this time being apprised of his situa-
tion stepped forward; and gave the Sherifl to
understand, {hat if that was their mode of
doing business in Missouri, they had another
way of doing ithere, that they were a law-2bid-
ing people, and republicans, that Bir: Smith
should have justice doae him, and bave the
opportanity of a falr irial, but that if they per-
sisted in their course, they had a very sminmary
way of dealing with such people—and gave
them to understand that Mr. Smith should not
go without a fair and bnpariial trial.  Mr. Rey-
wolds finding further resistance to hg uselcss
allowed one or two atlorneys 1o come to Mr.
Smith, who gave them to undersiand that he
had been taken up without process; thal they
had insulted and sbused him, and he wanted a
wiit of habeas corpus. Up to thistime they
bod altorether refuscd to sliow the counsel 1o
have private conversation with him.

A writ was sued out by Mr Smitk
against Harman Wilson for a violation of the

4

law in relation to writs of habeas corpus, the
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said violation consisting in said Wilson baving
transferred said Smith to the custody of Rey-
nolds for the purpose of removing Mr. Smith
to Missouri, and thereby avoiding .the effect
and operation of said writ contrary to law.

There was also another writ sued out from
the circuit court of Lee county, in favor of Mr.
Smith, against Reynolds and Wilson for pri-
vate damage, for false imprisonment, upon the
ground that the writ issued by the Governor of
Illinois, was a void writ in law, upon which
said writ, said Reynolds and Wilson were held
to bail; and were in the custody of the Sheriff’
of Lee county. Reynolds and Wil on obtained
a writ of habeas corpus for the purpose of Leing
discharged before Judge Young of Quincy, but
they did not go before Judge Young, butgav
bail at Carthage for their appearance at the cir-
cuit court of Lee county in said action.

Mr. Smith obtained a writ of habeas corpus
from the Masterin Chancery of Lee county,
returnable before the Hon. John D. Caton,

. Judge of the ninth judicial circuit, at Ottawa,

upon which said writ Mr. Smith was conveyed
by Reynolds and Wilson, towards Oftawa as
far as Pawpaw Grove, at which last mentioned
place it was ascertained that Judge Caton was
on a visit to New York. Ilpon which the
party, Messrs. Smith, Reynolds, Wilson and
others in company returned to Dixon, where
another writ was issued by the sald Master in
Chancery, in favor of Smith, returnable before
the nearest tribunal in the fifth judicial circuig
authorised {o hear,and determine,writs of habeas
corpus. It was ascertained that the nearest
tribunal suthorised to hear and determine upon
writs of habeas corpus, was at Nauvoo. On
their arrival at Naavoo, a writ of habeas corpus
was sued out before, and made returnable to

" the Municipal court of the city of Nauvoo, d -

rected to Mr. Reynolds, upon which said writ
Mr. Reynolds did produce the body of said
Bmith before said court, objecting however, to
the jurisdiction of said court, It was ascer-
tained by the counsel for said Smith that the
“Munigipal court had full and ample power to
hear and determine upon writs of habeas corpus.
Upon exafiination before said court he was
discharged from said arrest upon the merits of
said case, and upon the further ground of sub-
stantigl defects in said writ so issued by the
Governor of the State of Illinois.

Why Governor Ford should lend lis assist-
ance in 8 vexatious prosecution of thiskind we
‘are at's loss to deturmine. [e possesses a dis
cretionary power in such cases, and has aright

‘10 vge his judgment, s the chief magistrate of
“his Sta'e, and kwvowing, e he does, that the

i

whole proceedings, connected with this sffair,
areillegal, we think that in justice he ought 1o
have leaned to the side of the oppressed and
innocent, particulerly when the persecuted and
prosecuted were citizens of his own State who
‘had a right to hie sympathics and to be shiclded
by his paternal care, asthe Father of this State.
Does not his Excellency know? and do no: all
the citizens of the Siate know that the Mor-
mons have been robbed and pillsged and plusn.
dered in that State without any redress? that
the Mormons en-masse were extcrminated from
that State withoutany legal pretext whatevery .
and how then could they have any legal claim
upon Joscph Simith or any Mcrmon? Have the
Mormons ever obtained any redress for injuries
received in Missouri! No! Iathereany pros-
pect of their reciewing remuneration for theiy
loses, or redress for their grievances? No! When
a demand was made upon the Governor of Mis-
souri, by Governor Carlin of this State for the
persons who kidnapped several Mormons, wers
they given up by that State? No. Why then
sheuld our Executive feel so tenacious in faul~
filing all the nice punctillios of law, when the
very State that is making Jthese demands has
robbed, murdered ard exterminated by wholes
sale without law and are merely making vee of
it a1 present as a cats-paw to destroy the inno.
cent and murder those that they have already
persecuted nearly to the death. Itis impossis
ble that the State of Missouri shoyid do justice
with her coffers groaning with the epoils of the
oppressed and her hends yet reeking with tae
blood of the innocent. Shallshe yet gorge her
bloody maw with other viciims? Shall Joseph
Smith be given into her hande illegally? Never?
Nowever!! NONEVER!!
MUNICIPAL COURT OF THE CiTY OF
NAUVOO, ILLINOIS,
Second day of special term, July 1st., 1843,
Biufore Aldermen William Marke, Acting Chicf’
Justice; and Alderman Daniel H. Wells
Newel K. Whitney, George W. Harris, Gus~
tavus Hills, and Hiram Kimball, Avsociate
Justiices; presidiné.
hlesars. Woarzrm,
Parirx & foiru-
wick, Couvnsel for-
Saxirn.
Mr. Masox, Counsei for Rzyxovrs.

This case came before the court wpona re-
turn to a writ of habess corpus, which was is-
cusd by tois court, on the 30ih of June, 1843,
upon the petition of Juseph Smith, Benior, we
follows : - :

Srare of Truisows,
ity of Nauroo. } Ser.

. e S

Ex-raxTrs Joszen Saurm,
ox Hanzas Corpus.
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" not show that auy legal foundation was fur-
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To the Honorab e the Municipal Court, of the City
of Nauvoo, Hancock County, and Siale of Iili-
m o
Your petitioner, Joseph Smith, Semor, who

has been arrested by, and under the name of

Joseph Smith, Junior, states on oath, thut he is

now detained as a prisoner, and in the custody

of Joseph H. Reynolds; in the said city of Nau.
voo, and state of [linois, who claims to be the
sgent of the state of Missouri, and that your pe-
titioner was arrested by one Harman G. Wil-
son, by virtue of what purports to be a warrant
issued by His Excellency, Thomas Ford, Gov-
ernor of the state of Illinois, 'in the county of

Lee, and etate of Ilinois, and by said Wilson,

your petitioner was delivered into the custody

of szid Joseph H. Reynoids, at and within the
eounty of Lee, aforesaid; that said supposed
warrant, so issued by His Excellcncy, Thomas

Ford, Governor as aforesaid, and the arrest

thereupon, and the imprisonment conscquent

thereupon, by said Wilgon, and aftesward
by said Joseph H. Reynolde, is illegal, and
in violation of law, and without the author-
ity of law, ns he is informed and verily be-
lieves, for the following, besides other rea-

sons, to wit: .
1st. The said supposed warrant so issued by

the said Governor of the State of Illinois, as

afotesaid, docs not confer any authority to ar-
rest your petitioner, for that it commands the
officera thersin named, to arrest one Joseph

Smith, Junior, whaereas, the name of your pe-

titioner is Joseph Smith, Senior, and your peti-

tioner avers that he is not known and reputed
by the name of Joseph Smith, Junior,

2nd. The said supposed warrant is defective
and void, for that it does not recite that the

Joseph Smith, Junior, mentioned therein, has

been demanded by the Execcutive of the State

of Missouri, of the Executive of the Siate of

3rd. Said supposed warrant, is defective and
void, for that it does not state that gaid Joseph
Smith, Junior,therein 'numed,hns beenindicted
or that any other legal accusation of any ofience
has been legally preferreé. and is as pending
against him in the sa’d State of Missouri,

4th. I1is defective and void, for that it does

aieked by the Executive of the State of Mis_
¢ouri, upon which to issue the same; and your
peiitioner avers that the same was jssued with-
out due anthority of law.

5th. Said supposed warrant is in olher Te~

spects defective and void. )
6th. The satd Joseph H. Reynolds, has no
euthority to detain your petitioner in custody;

{or thiat he is not an officer of the Sitate of 1lli-

N :

auigy nor ie hie legally authorzed by the sard
Governor of the State of lilinois, or otherwise,
ag the agent of the Statc of Missouri, in the
State of IHinoie, or in any other character and
capacity to imprison your petitioner within the
said State of Illinois.

7th. Your pctitioner before the making of
the said arrcst upon which he is now detained
and impriconed, had been crresied for the same
cause, and upon a charge for the came offence,
for which he is now crrested and imprisoned, -
by virtue of a warrant issved by the Governor
of the said State of Illinois, upon & requisition
of the Exerutive authority of the said State of
Missouri, and was discharged from said arrest
and imprisonment by judgement of the Cir-
cuit Court of Warren county, at a court holden
in the said county of Warren, in or sbout the
month of June, A. D. 1841, in such manner
as not to be liable to the said second arrest for
the same cause.
- 8th, Your petitioner is nota fugitive from
justice, and has not fled from the justice of the
said State of Missouri, and he is pot guilty end
has not been guilty of treason in or againat
the said State of Missouri.

9th. Your petitioner was not, and has not
been within the limits of the said State of Mis-
souriy for mere than four years nexi, before
the making of said srrest and impriscnment
whereby he is now detained, nor for or durirg
four years before any indictment or other legsl
accusation was preferred sgainet him.

10th. Your petitioner avers that the zaid sup-
posed warrant, so issued by the said Governor
of the said State of Illinols, and under color of
which your petitioner is now imprisoned, and
the document purporting to be an authority te
receive the said Joseph Smith, Junior, sre
wholly defective ana insufficient to legally ao-
thorize the arrest and imprisonment of yeur pe-
titioner: Copies of which supposed warrant snd
the supposed authority from the Execuiive of
the State of Missouri are hereunto annezed.

Wherefore, your petitioncr prays thata writ
of habess corpus may be awarded, diregted to
the gaid Joseph H. Reyro'ds, commandipg him
that he bring your putitioner forfiwith and
without delay, befure this bonorable court, to-
gether with the causes of his coption end de-
tention, in order that your petitioner may be
dealt with according to law{ and your peiiticn-
er as 1o duty bound, will ever pray.

' JOSEPH SMITH, Sen.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 20tk
dayof June, A, D. 1843, at the City of Nsuvoe,
linois. JAMES SLOAN,

Clerk of the Mumcxpal Conn. of the ! City of

Nauvoo. - R Tw .
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SIrATE Or ILLINULS,
Citv oF Navvoo, % Ser.

The People of the Slate of Ilinois {o the Mar-
shall of said City, Greeting:
" Wnrreas appiication hse been made before
the Municipal Court of eaid City that the body
of one Joseph Smith, Scnior, of the £aid city of
Nauveo, (who is styled in the warrant by
which he is held in custody, Joseph Smith Ju-
nioz,) is in the custody of Joseph H. Reynolds-
These are therefure to command the said Jo-
seph H. Reynolds to safely have the body of
the said Joseph Smith Senior, who is styled Jo-
seph Smith Junior, in his custody detained, as
itissaid, together with the day and cause of his
caption and detention, by whatever name the
‘eaid Joseph Smith Senior may be kunown or
ealled, before the Muuicipal Court of eaid city
forthwith, to abide such order as the said Court
sholl make in their behalf: and further, if the
said Joseph H Re)nolds or other person or per-
sons having said Joseph Smith Senior of said
ity of Nauvoo in cusiody, shall refuse or neg-
lect to comply with the provisions of this writ,
you, the Marshall of said City, or other person
authorized to serve the same, ate hereby requi.
red to arrest the person or persons so refusing
or neglecting to comply as aforesaid, and bring
him or them, together with the person or piae
gons in his or their custody, furthwith before
the Municipal Court aforesaid, to he dealt with
sccording to law; and herein fail not, and bring
ihis writ with you.

Witness, James Sloan, Cletk of the
Municipal Court at Nauvoo, this 30th
day of June in the year of our Losd
one thousand eight hundred and forty.
three.

JAMES SLOAN, Clerk.

1, Joseph H. Reynolds, the within named,
do hereby retura this writ, with the body of
Joseph Smith, with the following cause of cap-
tion and detention, to wit: 'T'he wihin named
Joseph Smith was arrested on & warrant issued
by the Governor of the State of Illinois, by one
Harmonk@ . Wilson, a Constable of Hancock
eounty, 7] zgmte of Ilinois, on the 234 day
of June &. 571843, a copy of which warram
is bereunto annexed and marked letter B, and

delivered over to my custody as directed by ||

said writ, The person of said Smith was, on
. #aid 23d of June, in the county of Lee and Siate

" of Illinois, by the said Wilson deliverdd over
1o-my cusrodyy and ‘that Lreceived and detain-
ed the said Smith 1n my custody by virtueof a
eertain warrant of attorney issued by the Gov-
ernor of the State of Missouri, a copy of which
is bereto annexed, and marked letter B, direct-
ing me te receive the said Smith, and convey

tun to snd dddiver bim 10 the shetiff’ of Davies
county in the State of Missouri, and that the
within detention referred to, is the sams refer
red to, and none other,
¢ JOSEPH H. REYNOLDS.
Nuuvop, June 30:h, A. D. 1843.
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
Ciry or JEFFERSON. z

~ Know ye that I, Thomas Reynolds, Gover-
norof the State of Missouri, having full trust
and cenfidence in the integrity and abilities of
Joseph H. Reynulds, do hereby constitute and
appoint him as the sgent of the said State of
Missouri, to proceed to the State of Illinois, for
the purpose of receiving from the proper su-
horities of that State, one Joseph Smith, Jr,
charged with treason by him committed against
the State of Missouri, and os having fled from
justice to the State of 1llinois, and I do here-
by authorise and direct said Joseph H. Rey-
nolds to convey said Joseph Smith Jr. fiom
the State of Illinois, and deliver him to the
custody of the sherifl of Davies county in the
State of Missquri.

In testimony whereof, I have herennte

set my hand, and cauveed to be affixed the
" great geal of the State of Misgouri.

Done at the City of Jefferson this 13th day of
June in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and forty-three,

By the Govemor, THO. REYNOLDS.
James L, Mixor,
Seeretary of State,
Tbomas Ford, Governor of the State of Llinols,
t0 all Sheriffs and Constables of any county
of the Biate, and to Harmon G. Wilson, of
the county of Hancock, greeting:

Whercas it has been made known tome by
the Executive authority of the Stote of Mis-
souri, that one Joseph Smith, Junicr, stands
charged with the crime of tressom, against the
State of Missouri, and alleged that Joseph
Smith Junior has fled from the justice of the
-aid State of Missouri, and taken refuge in the
State of Ilinois,

Now therefore I, Thomas Ford, Governor of
the State of Illinois, pursuant to the Constitu-
tion and Laws of the United States and of this
State, do hereby command you 1o arrest and ap-
prehend the said Joseph Smith, Junior, il ke be
found within the Hmits of the State aloresaid,
and couse bim to be safely kept and delivered
to the custody of Joseph H. Reynolds, Eeq.,
who has been d*my constituted the agentof the
said State of Miscouri to receive the aid fu-
gitive from the justice of said State, be paying
all fees and charges for the sirest and appre-
hension of said Joseph Smith, Junior, and make
dus returns to the Executive department of this
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State of the muuner 1o which this writ way be

executed.

In testimony whereof, T have hereunte
set my hand and caured the great sea!
of the State to be uffixed.

Dene at the City of Springfield, this 17th  day
of June, in the year of our Lord one thous-
and eight hundred and forty-three, and of
the Independence of the United States the
sixty.seventh.

3By the Governor,

L.a

THOMAS FORD.
TrcmrsoNn CaMpBELL,
- Secrctary of State.

The following witnesses were examined, viz:
Hyram Smith, Pdrley P. Pratt; Brigham Youung,
George W: Pitkin, Lyman Wigh', and Sidney
Rigdon.

Hyrum Smire sworn.  Said that the defen-
dant now in court is his brother, and that hig
name is not Joseph Smith Junior, but his name
is Joseph Smith Senior, and has been for more
than two years past. Ihave been acquainted
with him ever since he was born, which was
thirty-seven years in December last, and I have
not been absent from him at any one time, not
even the space of six months since his birth, tc
my recollection, and have been intimately ac-
quainted with all his sayings, doings, business
transactions and movements, as much as any
one man could be acquainted with another man’s
busines up to the present time, and do know
that he has not committed treason against any
State in the Union, by any overt act, or by
levying war, or by aiding end abetting, or as-
sisting an enemy in any State in the Union.
and that the said Joseph Smith Senior has not
committed treason in the State of Missouri, no!
violated any law or rule of said State, I being
personally acquainted with the transactions anc

. doingsof said Smith whilst he resided in said

State, which was for about six months in th,
year 18385 I being also a resident in said State
during the same period of time, and I do know
that said Joseph Smith Senior never was subjecy
to military duty in any State, neither was he in

| .e State of Missouri, he being exempt by the

amputation or extraction of a bone from his leg,
and by his havirg a license to preach the Gos.
v, or being in other words a minister of the!
(:o-zpe!, and 1 do know that sald Smith never
bore arms, as a military man, in any capacity
whatever, whilst in the State of Missouri, or pre-
vious to that time; neither has hg given any or-.

ders or assumed any command in. any. capacity

whatever; but T do know that whilst he wis m
the State of Missouri, that the People commonly |
called Monmons, were threatened with violence
and exterminatioh, and on or about the first Mon-
day in Au.gust 1838, ut the election at Gallatin,

the counly scat in Davies county; the citizens
who were commonly called Mormons were for-
ibidden to exercise the nghts of franchise, and
. from that unhallowed circumnstance an affray
commenced, and a fight ensued among the citi-
zens of that place, and from that time a mob
commenced gathering in that county threatening
the exterwination of the Mormons; the said
Smith and myself upon hearing that mobs were
collecting together, and that they had also mur-
dered two of the citizens of the same place, and
would not suffer them tobe buried; the said
Smith and myself went over to Davies county to
learn the particulars of the affray, but upon our
arrival at Diahman, we learned that none were
killed but several were wounded—we tarried all

very dry for some time previously, the springs
and wells in that region were dried up; on
mounting our horses to return, we rode up to
Mr, Black’s, who was then an acting Justice of

and horses; some {ew of the citizens accompa-
of water, Mr. Black was asked by said Joseph

Smith Senior, if he would use his influence to
that the laws were faithfully executed and

per, wwritlen by his own band, staiing that be
would do so. He also requested him to call to-
gether the most influential men of the county on
the next day that we might have an interview
with them; 1o this he scquiesced, end according-
Iy the next day they assembled at the house of
Col. Wight and entered into 2 mutual covenant
of peace, to put down mob violence and to pro-
tect each other in the enjoyment of their rights:
after this we all parted with the best of feehngs
and each man returned to his own home.
mutual agreement of peace however did not last
long; for but a few days afterwards the mob be-
gan to collect again until several hundreds ren-
dezvoused at Millport, a few miles distant from
Diahman, They immediately com%ce& ma-

7

king aggressions upon the citi xod Mor
mons, taking away their hogs itle, snd
threatening them with exterming oPufter ex-
tinetions saying that they had a cannon and there
should be no comprowise only at its mouth: fre-
gquently taking men, women and children prison-
ers, whipping them and laccrating their bodies
Jwith hickory withes,and tying them to treesand
i depriving them of food until they were compel-
}ed to gnaw the bark from the trees to which
{they were bound in order fo sustain life; tr»:atmg
them in the most cruel manner they could in-
ﬁ vent or ' think of, and doing every thing they

could to excite the indignatioh of the Mormos
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people to rescue them, i1 order thut they might
make that a pretext of an accusation for the
breach of the law and that they might the better
excite the prejudice of the populace and thereby
get aid and assistance to carry out their hellish
e purposes of extermination. Immediately on the
authentication of these facts, messengers were
despatched from Far West to Austin A, King,
Judge of the fifth judicial district of the State
of Missouri, and also to Major General "Atchi-
son, Commander-in-chief of that division, and
Brigadier Genieral Doniphan, giving them infor-
mation of the existing facts, and demanding im-
snediate assistance. Gen. Atchison returned
" with the messengers and went immediately to

PSRN

A
&
2

» Dm’)man and ﬁom thence to- Millport, and he
found ¢he fucts were true as reported 1o himj—
that the cilizens of that county were assembled
tomame; Ja a hostile attitude to the amount of
two or m,,wee hundred men, threatening the utter
extermm&'.‘)n ol the Mormons, he immediately
rg&,bmed %w f}uxy cmmty and ordered out a suffi-
vient m,h "ar* ﬂ»ree to quell the mob. Imme-
diately "x‘.t they were dispersed and the army
retumfg9 "{ke mob commenced eollecting again

: soanfaﬁcr we again applied for military aid,

. wheen General Doniphan came out with a force

pe

L

o sixly armed men to Far West; but they were
in such a stale of insubordination that he said he
could not control them, and it was thought ad-

‘visable by Col. Hinkle, Mr. Rigdon and oth-
erg that they should return home; General Don-
iphan ordered Col. Hinkle to call out the mili-
iz of Caldwell and defend the town against the

~ mob, forsaid he, you have great reason to be
alarmed, for he said Neil Gillum from the Platte
country had come down with 200 armed men
and had taken up their station at Hunter’s mill,
a place distant about 17 or 18 miles north west
of the town of Far West, and also that an armed
force had collected again at Millport, in Davies
cpunty, consisting of several hundred men, and
that” another armed force had collecied at De-
Witt, in Carroll county, about 50 miles south
eust of Far West, where about 70 families of the
Mormon people had seltled upon the bank of
the Missour] riverat a little town ecalled De-
Witt. Imme:ﬁateiy a messenger, whilst he was
yet talking, came in from DeWitt, stating that
three or four hundred men had assembled togeth-
er at that place armed cap-z-ple, and that they
threatened the utter extinction of the citizens of
that place if they did not leave the place imme-

diately, and that they had also surrounded the

town and cut off all supplies of food, so that
many of them were suffering with hunger. Gen.
Doniphan seemed to be very much alarmed, and
appeared to be willing to do all he could to as-
#ist, and {o relieve the sufferings of the Mormon

people; he advised that a petition be immediate-
ly got up and sent to the Governor. A petition
was accordingly prepared and a messenger dei-
patched immediately to the Governor, and an-
other petifion was sentto Judge King. The
Mormon people throughout the country were in
a greal state of alarm, and also in great distress;
they saw themselves completely surrounded
with armed forces on the north and on the north
west and on the south, and also Bogard, who
was a Methodist preacher, and who was theg a
captain over a_militia company of 50 soldiers.
but who had added to his’number out of the’sur-
rounding counties about a hundred more, which
made his force about 150 sirong, was stationed
at Crooked Creek. sending out his scouting par-
ties, taking men, women and children prisoners,
driving off cattle, hogs and horses, entering into
every house on Log and Long Creeks, rifling
their houses of their most precious articles, such
as money, bedding, and clothing, taking all their
old muskets and their rifies or military imple-
ments,threatening the people with instant death if
they did net deliver up all their precious things,
and enter into a covenantic leave the state or
go into the city of Far West by the next morn-
ing, saying that “they calculated to drive the
pecple into Far West, and then drive them to
hell.”  Gillum alse was doing the same on the
north west side of Far West; and Sashall Woods,
a Presbyterian minister, was the leader of the
mob in Davies county; and a very noted man of
the same society was the leader of the mob in
Carroll county; and they were alsg sending owt
their scouting parties, robbing and pillaging
houses, driving away hogs, horses and cuttle,
taking men, women and children and ecarrying
t’)em off, threatening their lives and sub‘;ectmv

them to all manner of abuses that they could in-
vent or think of,
Under this stite of alarm, excitement aud

distress, the messengers returned from the Goy-
ernor and from the other authorities, brirging
the fatal news, that the Mormons could bave no
assistance. They stated that the Governor raid
that “the Mormens had got into a difficulty with
the ¢itizens, and they might fight it out for alt
what he cared, He could not render them any
assistance.”

The people of DeWiit were obliged to leave
their homes and go info Far West; but did ngt
until afier many of them had starved to death f«ir
want of proper sustenance, and several died on
the road there, and were buried by the way side,

“without a coffin or & funeral ceremony, and the

distress, sufferings, and privations of the pecple
cannol be expressed. Al the scattered familics
of the Mormon people,in all the counties except
Davies, were driven into Far Wect With bu;
few exceptions, ]

WWW. LatterDayTruth org .

¥

- e



A

8

e

This only ificreased their distress, for many
thousands who were driven there, had no habi-
tations or houses tp shelter them, and were hud-
dled together, some in tents and others under
blankets, while others had no shelter from the
inclemency of the weather. Nearly two months
the people had been in this awful state of con-
sternation, many of them had been killed, whilst
others had been whipped untill they had to
swathe up their bowels to prevent them from
falling out. About this time, General Parks
came out from Richmond, Ray county®who was
oue of the commissioned officers who was sent
out to Diahman, %nd ! t wys¥ 0d my brother
Joseph Smith Senior, went out at lue suine time.
On the evening that General Parks arrived at
Dxahm:m,‘my brother, the late Don Carlos
Smith’s wvife came in to Col. Wight's about e-
ieven oclock at night, bringing her two chil-
dren along with her, one about two years and a
half old, the other a babe in her atms. She came
ip on foot, a distance of three miles, and waded
Grand River, anfl the yvater was then ghout
waist.- deep, and the snow about 3 inches deep.
She stated thata party of the mob, a gang of ruf-
fians, had turned her out of doors, had taken her
household goods and had burnt up her house,
and she had escaped by the skin of her teeth.—~
Her husband at that time was in Viigiuia, and
shp was living alone. This cruel transaction ex-
cited the feelings of the people in Diahman, &s-
pecially Col. Wight, and he asked Gen. Parks,
in my hea*mg, how long we had got to suffe- such
base wiskie G4n. Parks said he did not know
how long. Col. Wigkt ther asked him what
should be done? Gen. Parks told him ¢he
should take a company of men, well armed, and
go and disperse the mob wherever he should find
any collected together, and take away their
arms:”  Col. Wight did so pr&cxsely according
1o the orders of Gen. Parks.* And my brother
Joseph Smith Sen. made no words about it.—
And after Col. Wight had dispersed the mob and
put a stop to their burning houses belonging to
the Mormon people and turning women and chil-
dren out of doors, which they had done up to
that time to the amout of 8 or 10 houses which
were consumed to ashes—after being cut short
in their inlended designs, the mob started up a
new plan. They went to work and moved their
fainilies out of the county and set fire to their
houses, and not being able to ingense the Mor-
mons to commit erimes; they had recourse to
this stratagem to set their howses on fire and
send. runpers into all the counties adjacent, to
declare to the people that the Mormons had burat
ap their houses and destroyed their fields, and
if the people would not believe them, they would
tell them to go and see If what !hey had saxd

was not true. Many people came to see, they
saw the houses burning, and being filled with
prejudice, they could not be made to believe but
that the Mormons set them on fire, which deed
| was most diabolical and of the blackest kind, for
indeed the Mormons did not set them on fire, nor
meddle with their houses or their fields.
the houses that were burnt, together with the
pre-emption rights, and the corn in the fields,
had all been previously purchased by the Mor~
mons of the people and paid for in money and
with waggons and hurses and \H!h other pra-
peity, about two weeks beiore; but they had
not taken possession of the ple'mscs but this
wicked transaction was for the puqzose. of clan-
destinely exciting the minds of'2 prejawc;fd
populace and the Executive, that they riipht
get an order, that they could the more eawhr
carry out their hellish purposes, in expulsion or
extermination or utter extin cnugn o!"me Hor-
mon people. Afier witnussing the disiroased
situation of the people in Dx.}.ma'!,%‘ms brother
Joseph Smith Senior and myself retadn«d vk .
to the city of Fur West, aadimmedin¥ 1y des—
patched a messenger, with writren doc
w General Atchison, sm'mg:u ¢ Tacis o
did then exist, praying for astigtnnoy i

ble, and requesting the editor of the C*Far
Wexl” tu insirt the same in his newspaper, bt
he utterly refused to do so.
that we should get assistance flom the Govers

sistance, setiing forth cuy distressed sitnations
and in the mcan time the presiding Judge of
the County Court issued orders—upon affidavits
made to him by the citizens—1to the Sherifl of
the county, to order out the Militiz of the coun~
ty tostand in constant readiness, night and day,
to prevent the cilizens from being massacred,
which fearful situation they were gxposcd to
every moment, kvery thing was very por-
tentivus and slarming. Notwithstanding oli
this, there was o ray of hope yet existing ig the
minds of the people that the Governer would
render us assistance; and whilst the people
iwere wailting anxiously for deliverance—men
women and children frnightened, praying and
weeping—we beheld ata distunse, erossing the
praivies and approsching the wwa, = large army
in military srray, brandishing their giittering
swords in the sunshine, and we conld not bus
feel joyful for & momeny, ‘hinking that proba-
bly the Governor had sent an armed force to
our relief, notwithstanding the awiul forepod.
ings that pervaded our bressts. But 1o our great
surprise, when the army sriived zhey came up

despatched three messenveu with a white ﬁng

www.LatterDayTruth.org

We siill believed

Apd—®

;) "55*“ )

AN

nor, and again petiticned him, praying for as®

L.

vy

and formed a line in double file in one haly\”
mile on the east of the city of Far West, and ¢



®
9

to qomd to the eity. They were met by Cap-
tain Morey with a few other individuals, whose
names I do not now recollect. 1 was myself
utaqding clese by, and could very .distinctly
hear every word they said. Being filled with
anxiety, I rushed forward to the epot, expecting
to hear good news—Dbut alns! and heart-thrilling
to every soul that heard them—they demanded
three persona to be brought out of the city be-
fore they should massacre the rest. The nawmes
of the persons they demaanded, were Adam
Lightner, Joha Cleminson and his wifs. Im-
mediately the three persons were brought forth
to hold an interview with the ollicers who had
made the demand, and the officers told them
they had now a chance to save their lives, for
they calculated to desiroy the people and lay
the city in ashes. They repiied tu the officers,
and said, * If the people must be destroyed,
and the city burued to ashes, they would re-
main in the city and die with them.,” The of-
ficers immediately returned, and the army re-
treated and encamped about a mile and a half]
from the citv. A messenger was immediately
despatched with a white flag frum the Colonel
of the Militia of Far West, requeslino an in-
terview with General Atchison and General
Doaiphan; but as the messenger approached
the camp, he was shot at by Bugard, the Meth-
edist preacher. The name of the messenger
was Chailes C. Rich, who is pow Brigadier
General in the Nauvoo Legion. However, he
gained permission to see General Doniphan;
he slso requested an interview with General
Atchison. General Doniphan said that Gene-
ral Atehison had been diamounted by a specinl]
arder of the Governor a few milesback, and had
been sent back to Liberty, Clay county. He
also atated that the reason was, that he (Atchi-
son,) was tco merciful unto the Mormons, and
Boggs would not let him have the command,
but had given it te General Lucas, who was
froms Jackson County, and whose heart had be.
come hardened by hia former acts of rapine and
b!ocdsﬂtd' he being one of the leaders in mur-
dering, driving, plundering and burning some
two or three hundred houscs belonging 1o the
Mormon people in that conaty in the years 1833
and 1834, i .

Mr. Rich requesied General Doniphan to
spare the peoptu, and not suller them to be mar-
sacrod until the next morning, iv then beiny
evening. [le coul'y agreed that ho would nor,
and also said that **he had not as yet received
the Gouverno’s order, but expected it every
hour, and thould not make sny further move
eatil he had received it; but he would not make
any promises so far. as’ renarded Neil Gillums
army.” hbe hnvmv airived a few minutes pre-4

viously, and joined the main Yody of the army;
he knowing well at whathour to fgm a june-
tion with the main body. Mr. Rich then re-
turnzi-lo the city, giving this information.—
The Colunel immediately despatched a second
messenger with a white flag, to request another
interview with General Doniphan, in order to
iouch hLis sympathy and compassion, and if
it were possible, for him to use his best endea-
vorste preserve the lives of the people. On
the return of this messeng-r, we learned that
several persons had been killed by some of the
soldiers who were under the command of Gen-
eral ‘Lucas.
knocked out by the R cun, and he lay .
bleeding several houts, but his family were not

permitied toapproach hum, nor any one elsaal.

lowed to administer relief to him whi'st he lay

upon the ground, in the agonies of death. Mr. @

Carey had just arrived in the country, from the
State of Obio, only a few hours previous to the
airivel of the army. He bad a family, consist-
ing of a wife and several small childres. He
was buried by Lucius N. Scovil, who is now
the senior warden of the Nauvoo Lodge. An-
other man, of the name of John Tanner, was
knocked un the head ot the same time, end his
skull laid bare the width of a man’s band, snd
he lay, toail sppearance, in the agomes of
death for several hours; but by the permission
of General Daniphan, his friends brought him
ont of the camp, and with guod nursing he
siowly recovered, and is now living. Thers
was anothey man, whose name is Powell, who
was beat on-the head with the brijch of & zun
until his skull was {ractured and his brains run
out in two or three pluees, He is now alive,
and resides in this ceunty, but has lost the use
of his senses. Several peisons of his family
were also left for dead, bul have since recovers
ed. These acts of barbarity were also com-
muted by the soldiers under the command of
Geuneral Lucar, previous to having received the
Governoi?s order of extermination.

It was on the evening of the 3)th of October,
according to the best ot my recollection, that
the army nrrived at Far Weel,
halfan hour high. In afew moments after-
wards, Cornclius Gillum srrived with his army,
aund formed a junction. This Gillum had beca
stationed at Hunter's mills for about
months previeus to that tima—committing de-
predativna upoa the inhobiants—capturing
inen, wowmen and children, and carrying them
ofl o8 prisoners, lacerating the'r bodies with
hickory withes. The army of “Gillun.” wers
painted like Indans, sume MW
more conspicuaus than wee=bthers, du;gunved
by red spete, and be, also, was painted ia & sy

the sun asbout

Twe
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wilar manuer, with red spots marked on his
fece, ond ¢ styled himeel{ the * Darayane
Caisr.” Tiey would whoop snd hollw snd
yeil aa nesrly like Indians us they could, and
eontinued to do so all thar night.  In the mor.
ning eorly, the Colonel of Miliiia aent 8 mre-
sanger into the camp with a white flag, to have
ancther interview with Genersl Doniphan.—
Qu his retuin, he informed us that the Gover-
nors order had arrived. General Doniphan
#sid that * the order of the Governor was, to
exterminate the Mormons by God, butke would
be damned if he obeyed that order, but General

Lucas might do what he pleased.” Weimnme
diatsly learned from- GEneral Doniphan tha

* the Governor's order that had errived was on-
ly = copy of the original, and thet the origina’
order was in the hands of Major General Clark,
who was on his way to Far West, with an ad-
ditional army of eix thousand men.’? Inmmedi-
ately after this, there came into the eity & mes-
senger {rom Huows Mill, bringing the intelli-
gence of an aw{ul maseacre of the people who
were reeiding in that place, snd that s force of
two or three hundred, detached from the main
bedy of the army, under the superior command
of Colonel Ashley, but under the immediate
eommand of Captain Nchemish Compstock.
who, the Cay previews, had promised them
peace and protection, buton receiving a eopy

of the Governors order ** 1o exferminale or fo|
i

erpeld ™ {rom the hunds of Colone! Ashley, he
returned upon them the following day and sur-
prived and marsacreed the whole population of
the town, and then ¢ame on to the town of Fur
West and entrred inte cenjunction with the
main body of the army. The messenger in-
{oroed us thet he hineell witha few others
fled inio the thickets, which preserved them
{rom the massacre, and on the following morn-
ing they returned and collected the dead bodies
of the people and cast them into a well; and
there were upwards of twenty who were dead
er mortally wounded, and there sre several of
the wounded who are now |
One, of the name of Yoeum hss lately haa big

iving in this gity.——

leg ampuiated, 1n conscquenee of wounds
be then received., Ile hud o ba'l shot hrough
his hend, whirh entered necy hum eve and eame

out at the Lack pattof hie lead, and enother
ball passed throurh one of his syms,

The arny, during oll the while thev had

been encamped in Far West, cominned to bryi

waste fie'ds of corn, making Lozs, threp and
cantle commeon plunler, and ehuvo'ing thewm
down {oreport,  One man shot 8 cow and took
8 srip of pe¥skin, the widih of his hand, fiom
ber heod to her 1al] and tied it around & tree, 1o
slip his Lalter into, to tis bis horse w.” The city

was surrounded with & sblong guard, snd »e
man woman of child was permitted to go omt
or come in, under the prnally of death. Mabny
of the citizens were shot in attempiing to ge
out 16 ebtain sustensnce for themselves sad
{families. There was one ficld fenced in, con-
sisting of twelve hundred scres, mostly cover-
ed with corn. It wascniirely laid waste by the
horses of the army, =nd the ncxt day alter the
arrival of the army, tuwards evening, Colensl
Hiinkle came vp from rhe camp, requesting to
see my brother Joseph, Parley P. Pratt, Sidoey
Rigdon, Lymaan Wight, and George W. Rob~
ingon, statng that the officers of the army
wanted 8 mutval censultation with those mer,
a'go srating that Gerersls Doniphan, Lucss,
Wileon aud Graham—(however General Gra-
ham is an honorable exception: be did sll be
could 1o preserys the lives of the peaple, esn-
irary to the order of the Governour }—he, Hio-
kie, sssured them that these generals bad pledg-
‘ed their sacred honor that they should not be
abused or insulted, but should be gusrded back
in falely in the morning, o1 80 800u 88 the ¢ob-
sultation was over. My brother Joseph repled
that he did rot knmow what geod he coxld do
i any.consultation, as he was only 8 private
individuals however he said thot he waa al-
ways willing 1o do all the good he could and
would obey every law of the land, and thea
teave the gvent with God. Ther immediately
istarizd with Colonel llinkle to g0 down inte
the camp., As they were going down about
alf way to the camp, they met Gepersl Lucas
with s phalang of men, wih 2 wing 10 the
tight and to the left, and a four-pounder in the
certre. They suppoerd he was conming with
this strong force to gusrlshem intn the camp
in safety; butto theirsurprise, when they came
up to General Lucas, he ordered his mento
surrourd them, and Ii'nk'e mierped vp to the
General and 8aid, * The-2 are the prisosers
iagreed 1o deliver up.” (ererel Luces Crew
i bis sword snd said, gentlemen, you are my
| prisoners, and about that time the main srmy
{were on their mareh o mevt them. They catoe

up in two divisions, and oprred 1o thenightand
tefi, mnd my brether and his friends were mar-
ched duwn thraugh their Lince,

gvard infiont, an! the cvrm oo ‘Qg'msv 1o the

with & strong

camp, anudst the whoop nge, 5
lings and shoutinzes of the army,
co horrid and ternfic that i fightened
hahi'snts of the ci'y. {t is 1n~noa,mb'e
seribe the flelinge of horror nrid distress of the
people. After bemg thus betrayid they were
pieecd vnder 8 #'ran7 oy um,f‘f' thiirty men, arm-

ed cap-a-pie, W “reileved every twe

0 e { g5, ‘gﬁ -
wlieh was
the fo~
10 de-

boure. There they were comyeneﬁ > hv ’ey
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ae—first salutation woa, *By God vou have been sen-

_listemed vory attentively, and frequertly heard

1

the cold ground that night, and were told in
plain language, that they need never to expect
their liberties again. So fur. for their honors
pledged. However, this was as much as could
be expected from a mob under the garb of mili-
tary and executive authority in the State of
Miszouri. On the next day, the soldiers were
permitied to pa'rol the streets, to abuse and
insult the people at their leisure, and enter into
housea and pillage them, and ravish the wo-
men, taking away every gun and every other
kind of arms or military implements: and
aboat twelve o’cleck on that day Colonel Hin-
kle came to my house with an srmed force,!
opened the dcor and called me out of Joors and
delivered me up asa prisoner unto that force.
They surrounded me and commanded me to
march into the camp. 1 tuld them that [ could
mot go: my family were sick, and I was sick
mysz=tf, and could not leive home. They said
they did not care for that—I must and shou!d
go. Iasked when they would permitme to re-
tern. They made me ny answer, but forced
me along with tae point of the bayonetinto the
camp, and put me under the same guard with
my brother Joseph—zad within about half an
hour  aftewards, Amasa Lyman was also
brought and placed under the same guard.—
There we were compelled to stay a'l that night,
and lie on the ground: but al /ng some time in
the eame night, Colonel Hin%le came to me
and told me that he had be.n pleading my
ense before the Court Marrisl, but he wasg afraid
ke shonld not succeed. He said thers wasa
Court Marial then in session, consisting of
thirteen or fourteen officers, Cireunis Judge AL
A. King, and Mr, Birch, Distrier Artorney;also
Bashiel Woods, Preehy erian pries’, and about
20 other briests of the different religious denom-
idations in that country. He said they were
determined fo shoot us on the next morning in’
the public square in Far West, [ made him
no reply. On the next mornirg about sunrise.
General Doniphan ord r-d his brigade to 1ake,
ep the line of march and leave the camp. Ile]
came to us whers we were urder guard, mi
shake hands with ve, and bid us farewell. Hisg

tenced by the court martial to be shot this
morning; but I will be damned if T wiil have
sny of ths honor of'it, or any of the d'sgrace of
it; therefore I have ordered my brigad: to 1ake
up the line of iarch and to leave the camn, f‘”f
I’eonsideritto becold blonded murderand I bid:
you farewell,” and he went away. This move-
ment of General Doniphan, made considerable
sxcitement in the army, snd there was consid-
ersble wh'sperings amongst the officers. We

L]

it mentioned by the ghard, that the damned
Mormors would not be shot this time. In s
few moments the guard was relieved with a
new set; one of thoge new guard said that the
damned Mormons would not be shot this time,
for the movement of Géneral Doniphan had
frustrated the whole plan, and that the officers
had called another court martial, and had or-
dered us to be taken to Jackson county, and
there to be execuled; and in a few moments
two large wagons drove up and we were or-
dered to get into thein, and while we were get-
ting into them, there came up four or five men
armied with gune, who drew up and enapped
their guas at us, in order to kill us, some fash-
edin the pan, and others only snapped, but
none of their guns went off. They were im-
mediately arrested by several officers and their
guustaken from them, and the drivers drove
off. We requested of General Lucas tolet us
goto vur houses and get some clothing; in or-
der to do this, we had to b2 drave up into the
ciry. It was with much difficulty that we could
get his perinissisn to go and sce our families
and get some clothing; but after considerable
consultati~n, we were permitted to go under
a strong guard of five or six men toeach of us,
and we wore not permitted to speak to any ons
of our families, under the pain of death. Ths
guard that went with me ordered my wifs 1o
get me some ciothes immediately, within two
minutes, and ifehs did not do i1, I should go
off without them. 1 was cbliged to gubmic 1a
their tyrfanical orders, however painful it was,
with my wife and children clinging to my arins
and tothe skirts of my garwents, and wts not
permiited to utter to them 8 word of cenavla.
ton, and in a moement wus hurried away from
them at the point of the bayonet. We were
hurried back to the wagons and ordered into
thewn, allin about the sa:ne space of time, Ia
the mean whils cur father, and mother, and
sislers, had forced their way tothe wagons to
get permission to sce ug; but were forbidden
to speak to us; and they immedive'y drove off
for Jackson county. We travell
miles thatevening, and encamped for the nighe.
The same atrong guard was kept arcund us,
and were relieved every iwo hours, and we
were permitted to eleep on ths ground, the
nights were then cold, with considerable snow
onthe ground, snd for the want of covering and
clothing, we suffered extremely with the cold.
Thet pight was a commencement of s fit of
sickness from which I have not wholly recov-
ered unto this day, in consequence of my ex-
posure to the inelemency of the weather. Our
provision was fresh beef rcasted in the fire oa
@ stick; tho army having no bread is conse.

ed about twelve
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quence uf the want of wiils 1o giring the grain,
In the morning at the dawn of day, we were
o

forced on our journey, snd were exhibited 1o,

the inbabitants slong”the road; the same a-
they exhibita car{'avnn of elephants or camels.
We were examined {rom heag to foot, by men
women and children, only I believe they did
pot make us open our mouths 1o Jook at our
teeth, This treatment was continued inces-
santly, until we arrived at Indvpencence, iu
Jackeoncounty. After our arrival at Indepen-
donce, we were driven all through the town for
ingpection, and then we were ordered into an
old log bouse, and there kept under guaid as
usual, until supper, which was served up to uvs
as we sat upon the floor, ur on billetts of woad,
and we were compelled to stay in that hause
allthat night and the next day. They contin-
ued to exhibit us to the publie, by letting the
people come in and examine us, and then go
sway and give place for others, alternately all
that day and-the next night; bat on the morn,
ing of the following day we were all permitted
10 go to the tavern to eat and tojsleep; but after
ward they made us pay our own expenses, for
board, lodging, and attendance, and for which
they made 2 most exorbitant charge. We re-
meined in the tavern about two days and two
nights, when an officer arrived with authority
from General Clark, 1o take us back to Rich-
mond, Ray county, where the general had ar-
rived with his army to await our arrival (Rete;
but on the morning of our stast for Richmond,
we were informed by General Wi'son, that it
woe expected by the soldiers that we would be
hung up by the nceks on the road, while on the
march to that place, and that it was prevented
by = demand made for vs by General Clark
who bad the command in consequence of men-
iority, and that itwas his prerogative to exe-

cute us himselt; and he should give us up intol]

the hands of the officer, who would take us 10
General Clark, and he might do with us as he
plessed. During our stay at Independenee, the
officers infurmed ug that there were eight or
ten horses in that place belonging 1o the Mor-
mon people, which had been stolen by the sol-
diers, and that we might have two of them to
ride upon, if we would cause them to be scnt
back to the owners after our arrival @t Rich-
mond. We accepted of them, and they were
rode to Richmond, and the owners came there
and got them. Westarted in the mording un-
der our new officer, Colonel Price, of Keyts.
wille, Chariton county; with sevral oiher wen
to guard us ovéy. We arrived there on Friday
evening, the 9th day of November, and were
threst intoan old log house, witha sirong
gunrd plsced over us. Afier we had bern

Licte tor the epace of hut wn nour, there cums

\ i a man who was said to have some notoriety

in the penitentiary, bringing in his bands a
quuntity ol chains and padlocks. He said be
was commanded by General Clark to” put
us in chains, Dinmediately the soldiers rose
up and pointing their guns at us, placed
their thumb on the cock, and their finger on
the trigger; and the state’s prison kecper went
to work; putting a chainaround theleg of each
man, and fastening it on with a padlock, until
we were all chained togethes, wrven of ue. |
In o few moments came in General Clark,
we reguested to know of him what was the
cause of all this harsh and cruel treatment.—
He refused to give us any information at thay
time; but said he would in a few days; so we
were compelled to con‘inue in that situation;
camping on the floor, all chained together,
without any chanre or means to be made com-
fortable; having to eat our victvals as it was

served up to us, using our fingers and teeth im-

stead of knives and furks,
thisgituation,a yourg man of th name of Grans,
brother-in-law to my brother William Swith,

came to see us, and pul up at the tavern whers

G..eral Clark niade his guarters, he happened
10 comé in time to see Gereral Clark make
choice of his mengto shoot us on Monday morn-
ing, the 12th doy of November, he saw them
make cholce of theirrifles, and load them with
two balls in each, andafter they had prepared
their gune,Genernl Clark saluted them {. $3Ying
¢Gentlemen, you shall have the hosor of shoot-

ing the Mormon leaders om Monday morning

at ¢ight o’clock? But in consequenc of the ir-

fluence of vur friends, the heathen general was

intimidated, so that he durst rot carry his mur-
derous designs into execution, and sent a mes-
senger immediately to Fort Leavenworth to ob-
tain the military code of laws. After the mes-
senger’s eturn, the gencral was employed neaz.
ly a whole week, examining the laws; o
Monday passed sway without our being shots
however, it seemed like foolishness to me for
#o great n man as General Clark pretended e
br, should have to search the military law 1o
find out whether preachers of the gospel, whs
never did military doty, could be subject to
court martial,  However, the general seemed ta f
learn that fact after searching the military code,
aud came into the old log cabin where we were
under guard, and in chains, and t01d us he had
concluded 1o deliver usover to the civid authers

ities; os pevsons guilly of ireason, murder, ar-

Whilst we were in: -

f

L4

son, lerceny, theflt, and stealing. The poor .
b v £

diluded general did net know the difference
betwean tbeft, larceny, and stealing. Accor
dingly we were handed over to the pretonded

Www.LaﬁéfDamith.org

3



AN

~“them into jail, and we were not permitted to

" duce some rebutting evidence, saying, if we

T ayrfanny and oppression; we cannot help our
- gelves.
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eivi! authorites, aud the next morming our
chains were taken off, and we were guarded to
the court-house, where there was o pretended
eourt in scesion; Austin A/ King being - the
judge, &nd Mr. Birch, the district attorney;—
the two extremely and very’honorable gentle-
men who sat on the court martial when we
were sentenced to be shot. Witnesses were
ealled up and sworn at the point of the bayonet
and if they would not swear to the things they
were told to do, they were threatened witlf in-
stant death, and I do know, positively, that the
evidence given in by those men whilst under
duress, was false. This state of things was con-
tinued twelve or fourteen days, und after that
1time we were ordered by the judge, to intro-

did not do it, we wou'd be thrust into prison.
I could hardly understand what the judge
meant, for I considered we were in prison al-
ready, and could not think of any thing but the
persccutions of the daysof Nero, knowing that
it was a religious persecution, and the court an
joquisition: however, we gave him the names
of forty persons who were acquainted with all
the persecutions and sufferings of the people.—
The judge made out a subpena, and inserted
*he nomes of those men and caused it to be
placed in the hands of Bogard, the notorious
Methodist minisrer, and he took fifiy armed
soldiers and started for Far West. Isaw the
subpena given to him and his company, when
they started. In the course ofa fow deys they
returned with piost all those forty nvem, whose
names were inserted in the subpena and thrust

bring one of them before the court, but !he_ﬂI
judge turned upon us with an air of indignation
and said, gentlcmen you must get your wit-
negses or you shall be committed to jail imme-
diately; for we are not going to hold the couré
epen on expense much longer, foryou any how.
We felt very much distressed and oppressed at
thattime. Colorel Wight aaid, what shall we
do? Our witnesses are all thrust into prison,
and probably will be, and we have no power to
do any thing, of course we must submit to this

Several others made similar express.
ions in the sgony of their souls; hut my broth-
er Joseph did nrot say uny thing, he being sick
 atthattime with the tosth sche, and agyg in
“ his fnce, inconsequence of a severeeuld bronfrhx
on by being cxposed to the severity of the
westher, However, it was considered best by
General Doniphan and Lawyer Reese, that we
should 1ry to get some witnesses befire the pre-
tended gourt.  Accordingly, T myselfignve the
mames of aboat twenty other persons; the judge

ingected them in a subpeena, and caused it to
be placed into the hands of Bogard the Metho-
dist priest, and he again started off with his ff-
ty soldiers to take those men prisoners, 2s he
had done to the forty others. The judge sat
and laughed at the good opportunity of getting
the names, that they might the more easily cap-
ture them, and so bring them down to be thrust
into prison, in ordePto preven: us from getting
the truth before the pretended court, of which
himself was the chief inquisitor or conspirator.
Bogard returned from his second expedition
with one frisoner only, whom he also thrust in-
to prisan.

The people at Far West had learned the in-
trigue and had left the State, baving been made
acquainted with the treatment of the former
witnesses. But we, on learning that wecould
not obtain witnesses; whilst privately consal-

ting with each other what we should do, dis- -

covereda Mr. Allen, standing by the window
on the outside of the house, we beckoned to
him as though we would have him come in, he
unmediately came in. At that time Judge
King retorted upon us again, soying, gentle-
men are you not going to introduce some wit-
nesses; also, saying it was the last day he
should hold the court open for us, and if we did
not rebut the testimony that bad been given
against us, he should have to commit us to jail.
I had then got Mr. Allen into the house, and
before the courty so called. I told vhe judge
we had one witness, if he would be so good as
to put him under cath; he seemed unwilling to
doso; but after a few moments consultation,
the state’s attorney arose and said he should
object to that witness being sworn, sud thathe
should object to that witness giving in his evi-
dence at all; stating that this was not a court
to try the case, but only a court of investige-
tion on the part of the state. Upon this, Gen-
eral Doniphan arose, and eaid *he would be God
damned ifthe witness should not be sworn, and
that it waba damned shame that these defen-
dants should be treated in this manner; that
they could not be permitted to get one witness
before the court, whilst all their witnesses,
even forty at & time, have been taken by force
of aring, and thrust into the *bull-pen’ in order
to prevent them from giving their testinony.
After Duniphan sat down, the judge permitted
the witness to be sworn, and enter upen histca-
timeny. But 8o eoon as he began to spenk, s
man by the name of Cook,who was a brother-in-
law to Priest Bogard, the Mcthodist, and who
wai a lieutenant, and whose pluce at that time,
was to superintend the guard, stepped in be-
fors the pretended court, and took him by the
nape of bis neck end jammed his head dowa
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usder the pole or log of wood, that wasBlaced
ap around the place where the inguisition was
sitting, to keep the by-standers from intruding
uvpon the majesty of the inquisitors, and
jameaed him along to the door, and kicked him
out of doors. Ile instantly turned to some eol
diers who were standing by him, and raid to
them, ‘go and shoct him, damn him, shoot ims
damn him.? [

‘T'ne noldiers ron after the man to shoot him,
he fled for his life 'and with great difficuley
made his eszape. The protended court imme-
diately arose, and we were ordered to be car-
ried to Liberty, Clay county, and there to be
thrust into jail. 'We endeavored to find out fo:
what csuse, but all that we could learn was le-
caves we were Murmons. The next morning
n large wagon drove up to the door, and &
blscksmith came into the house with some
chains and handcofle, he said Lis orders were
from the judge, to bandcufl ue, and chain us
together, he informed us that the jndge had
made out a mittimus, and sentenced ux to jiil
for trenson; he also said the judge had donel]
this that we might not get bail; he also said
the judge statcd his in‘ention to keep us in jail
watil all the Mormons were. driven ont of ,the
state; he also said that the judge had further
siated that if he let us out before the Mormons
had lefi the state, that we would not lst them
icave, and thers would be another damned fuss
kicked up; I also heard the judgesay Imyeelf,
whilst he was sitting in his pratended court
thatthere was no law for vs, nov the Mormons,
in the State of Missouri: thethe had sworn 1o
see them extermina‘ed, and to sce the Govern-
or's order executed to the very letter, and that

he would do so; however, the blackwmith p.o~~

ceeded and put.ithe irons upen vs, and we were

md~sred into the wagon and they drove off forj

Clay county, and as we journeyed a'ony on
the road, we were exhibited to theinhabiia

and this course was adopted all the wey, thus]

makiog a public exhibition of ne, until we ar-
vived at Liberty,
thrustinto priron again, and Teeked un—and

were held there in close confnement for the
ehe space of six monthe, and our pliceof lod £-4

ing was the square side of & hewed white oak [
log—and our food was any thing but geod snd
deeent; poiron was administered to us three or;
four times, tho efflect it had upen our system.:
was, that it vomited us almost to death, and
then we would lay some twa.or three daye in g
torpid, stupid state, not evenearing or wishing
forlife. The poisen being 2dmiai stered inteo
large doses, or it wou!d inevitably have proved

fatal, had not the power of Jehovah interposed)]

n pur behall, to suve us from their wicked pur-

ay County. There we were:

nte !

g’fs;}id the

i
I
:
{
I
i

pose. We were also subjected 1o the nicess:,
ty of eating human flcsh, for the epace of five
days, or go without food, except a little coffee,
or a liitle corn hread, the latter I chase in pref-
crence to the furner. We none of us poriook
of the flesh exéefsz Lyman Wight; we also
beard the guard which was placed over us mak-
ing eport of ne, eaying that they had fed us up-
on *Mormon beef? I have described the ap-
pearance of this flcsh to several experienced
! physicians, and they have decided that it wos
thuman flesh. Wo learned afierwards, by one
of the guard, that it was supposed that that
act of savage cannibalism, in feeding us with
Ibuman flesh, would be considered a popular

%deed of notericty; but the peuple on leamning |

{that it would not 1ake, tried to keep it seeret;
ibut the faet was noiscd abroad before they ook
that precauticn. Whilat we were incarcerated
;'m prison, we petitioned the Supreme Court of
{the Btate of Missousi fur habras corpus, twices
i but were refured both times by Judge Rey.
nolds, who is row the Governor of that State
We also pezmonm.. one of the ecovniy judges
for a writ of habeus corpus, which was granted
in about three weeks sfierwards; but were not

‘permiited to have any trial; we were only ts-
"ken out of jail and kept out fora few hours znd
Cthen remanded bick again. In the course of
Lhree or four deys afier ihat time, Judge Turn-
sam cameé inte the jail inthe evening, snd
said he had perminied My, Rigdon 1o getbail,

i libut said he had to do L in ths night, end had

sleo 1o get away in the night, and nnkmown o
iny of the citizens. o7 thoy would kil him: for
Liey had sworn
us go, for foar of Lis own life, os well as ours,
i He said it was damned bard to be confined un-
dersuch circumsienees, for he hnew we were
nnocent men, arndhe smid !hcpcon’e alsphnew
that it wos only a porsecusion and
and the scomes of Jackeon county
acted over agsin, fur fear that we weald be-
nuwiserous in that upper country, He
plan was eoncocted Tyrw the gavernor
dowp te the lowest judge, andthat that damned
RBaptist prizst, Rilev, who was riding into towa
ewr; duy to watch the peeple, °liring up the
iminds of the peep'e ngainst vy ali he could, ex_
tirring up their religious pre.
fir fear thoy would let wne

and

‘treachery,

come 1.0

Pelting them and ¢
iadxces against s,

te kil Lim if they esuld Lipg ™=
,3 tar: and as to the rest of us, be dared not et

%

J
o, 9 nty, Rizden, 1 ewoever, got bail and made =

The jatlor, Samnel Tile
tery, Beg,. told uz also, that the whole plaa
was. concocted by the governor down to the
lowest judge in that upper couniry, eerly in
the previous spring, and that the plan was mote
fully earried out at the time that Genesal

i hiis escape to liinois,
s
4
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Aichwson went down to Jetierson Cuy, witn
General Wilson, Lucas end Gillum, the self-
oryled *Dergware Cuirr This was. some
time in the month of Septembcr, when the
mob were collected at: De Wirt, in Carroll
county. He also told us that the governor was
now ashamed enough of the whole t:ansaction
and would bz glad to set usat liberty if he
dared to do it; but said he, you need not be
concerned, for the governor has laid a plan for
vour release, He also said that Squire Bireh
the State’s Attorney, was appointed to be Cir,
cuit Judge, on the circuit passing through Da-
vies county, and thathe (Birch) wasins'ructed
ta fix the papers, 8o that we would be sure to
be clear from any incumbranee, in a very shor

- time.

the damned bitches;

Yometime in April, we were taken to Davies
county.. as they said, to have a trial, but'when
wo arrived at that place, ins'ead of finding a
court or a jury, we found another inquisizion,
and Birch, who was the district attorney, the
srame man who was one of the court martial
when we were sentenced to.desth, was now
the circuit judge of that pretended court; and
the grand jury that was empanuaelled, were ail
at the massacre at Hawn'’s Mill, and liv?'y sc-
tors in that awful, solemn, disgraceful, cool-
hlooded murder, andall the pretence they made
of excuse, was, they had done it becsuse the
governor ordered thens to doit. The same jury
#atas & jury in the day time, and wers placed
overns os a guard i2 the night time; they taun-
talized  and boasted over us, of their grea:
achievemenia at Hawn's Mills, and at otlier pla-
ces, telling us how many houses they bad
buracd, snd how many shcep, catile and hogs
they had driven off, belorging to the Mormons,
and hew many sapes they had commifted, and
what squealing and kicking thers was among
sayirg rhat they lashed
ons wuman vpon one of the damred Mormon
weeting benches, tying her hands and her feet
faet, and sixteen of them abused har as much
asthey hiada mind to, and then left her bound
and expesad in that distress~d condition, These
fiends of the lower region bonsted of these acts
wi barbarity, and tautalized our feelings wish
them for ten days. We had heard of these
acls of cinelty previous to this time, but we
were slow to believe that such rets of crvelty
had been perpotrated .. The {ady who was the
sabject of their brutality, did not recover her
Leaith, to be able 1o he'p herself for mere- than
thrae ‘mioaths afterwards.  This grand jury
conatantly celebrated their achievegents with
grog and glass in hand, like the Iniﬁn Warriors
at thyir war dances, ringing snd telling esch
~ther of their exploite, in musdering the Mol

i

wmons, 1 plundennyg taeir houses and carrying
off their properiy; at the end of every song
they would bring in the chorus: *‘God damn
God, God damn Jesus Christ, God damn the
Presbyterinns, God damn the Bapnsts, God
damn the Methodists,” reiterating one sect af-
ier another in the same manner, uotil they
came to the Blormons, to them it was, *God
damn the God damn Mormons; we have sent
them to hell” Then they wounld slap their hand®
and shout hosanan, hasanna, glory to God, and
fall down on their backs, and kieck with their
feet a few moments; then ther would pre end
to have swouned away into a gloriows trance, in
order to imitate some of the transacticns at
camp meetings, Then they would pretend to
came out of their tranze, and wcu'd shout and
agan slep their hands and jump up, while
one would take a buttle of whiskey and a tum-
bler, and turn it out full of whiskey, and pour
it down each other's nccks, crying *damn it
\ake it,you must take it;’und if any one refused

to drink the whiskey, vthers would clinch him aud 2

whilst another poured it down his neck, and
what did not g» down the inside, went down
the outside; this is a part of the farce acted out
by the g-and jury of Davies county, whilst they
stond over us as guards, for ten nights saccess-
ively. And all this in the presence of the great
Judze Dirch, who had previously satd in eur
hearing, that there was no law for the Mor-
mons in the siate of Missouri. His brother was
then acting as district attorpey in that eireuit,
and ifany thihg, wos a greater einnital thaa
the judge. After all these ten days of drunk-
enness, we werg icformed that we were indio-
ted for treasor, murder, arson, larceny, thefi « nd
tealing.. We asked for a change of veuue from
that county to Marion county, but they wWhuld
not grant it; but they gave us a change of venue
from Davies ta Boon count¥: and & mittinuus
was made out by the pretended Judge Birch,
without date, name or plate. They fitted us
vut with a two horse wagon, snd horscs, and
four men, besides the sherifl, te be cur guard;
thero were five of ws.  We started from Ga'la-
tin the sun about two hours high, P. M., and
went as fur as Diahman that evenirg and siaid
till morning. There we bought two horses of
the guard and paid for one of them in our ¢'oth-
ing, which we had with us, and for the other
we gave our note. We went down that day es
far as Judge Morin's, 8 distance of some four
of fivo mi'es. There we staid until the rorn-
ing, when wo eturted on our joursey 1o Booa
county, and travelled on the road about twen-
ty miles distance. There we Loughta jug of
whiskey, with which we irested the company,
snd while there the sheriff showed us the miui-
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mur, before referred to, without date or signa-
ture, and said that Judge Birch told him never
to carry us to Boon county, nnd never to show
the mittimus; and said he, I +ha!l take 8 good
drink of grog and go to bed; and you may
doas you have a mind to. Three others of the
guard drank pretty freely of whiskey, sweet-
ened with honcy; they also went to bed, and
were soon aslecp, and the other guard went
along with us and helped to saddle the horses.
Two of us mounted the horses, and the other
three started on foor, and we iocok our change
of venue for the State of Illinois; and in the
course of nine or {en days arrived safely at
Quincy, Adams county, where we found our
families in a s'ate of poverty, although in good
health; they having been driven out of the
state previously; by the murderous militia, un-
der the exterminating order of the Executive of
Missouri; and now, the peo;ﬂe of that state, s

portion of them, would be 'glad to make the

_people of this state belicve that my brother Jo-

seph has committed treason, for the purpose of
keeping up their murderous and hellish perre-
cution, and they seem to be unrelenting, and
thirsting for the blood of innocence, forl do
know most postively that my brother Joseph
has not commitied treason, nor violated one
solitary 1tem of law orrule, in the State of Mie-
SOUTL.

But I do know that the Mormon people, €n
masse, were driven out of that State, after be-
ing robbed of all they had. and they barely es-
eaped with their lives: as well a8 my - brother
Joseph, who barely escaped with bis life, bi.
family also, was rebbed of 2!l they had, and
barely escaped with the skin of their teeth, and
ail g this in conscquence of the exterminating
order of Governor Bogge, the same being con-
firmed by the Legislature of that Stare, And
I do knew~—30 does this court, and every ration-
al man who is atquainted with the circumstan.
ces, and every man who shall hereafier become
aequainted with the particulars thereof—will
know, that Governor Beggs, and Generals
Clark, Lucas, Witson and Gillum, aleo Austin
A. King, have committed treason upon the cit-
jzens of Missouri, and did vie'ate the Constitu-
tion of the United Siates, and also the Consti-
tution and laws of the State of Missouriy and
did exileand expel, at the pointof the bayonet,
some twelve orfourteen thousand inbabitanis
fromsthe State, and did murder some three or
four bindreds of men, women and children in
eold blood, ard in the most hornid and ervel
manner possible, and the whole of it was caus.
ed by religious bigotry and persccution, be-
cause the Mormons dared to worshx)v Almighy
God according to the dxcta‘lea of their own con-

sciencee, and ngreeably to 1is divine will| as
revealed in the -seriptures of eternal truth, and
had turp d awey from fel'vwing the vain tradi-

tions of their fathers, and would net worship .

according to the dogmas and commandments
of those men who preaeh for hire and divine
for money, and teach for doctrine the precepts
of men--expecting that the Constitution of the
United States would have protected them these-
in. Bul notwithsianding the Mormon people
had purchrsed wpwnords of fwo hundred thow-
sand dollars w:rth of land. most of which was
entered and paid for at the land office of ihe
United States in the Srate "of Missouri—and
althocgh the President of the United States has
been made acquainted with these facts, and the
particulars of our persecutions and oppreesions,
by petition to him, and 1o Congress—jet they
have not ev/n attemuted to ryestore the Mor-
mons to their rights, or given any assurance
that we msy hereafter expect redress frem
them. And I do also knew, most pesitively
and assuredly, that my brother, Joseph Smith,
has not becn in the State of Missoun
And faw;

Senior,
since the spring of the year 1€39.
ther tkis Deponent saith not.

‘ HYRUM SMITH ~ -

Partey P. Pratr sworn,  Says that he fully
concurs in the testimony of the preceding wit.
ness, o far as he is acquainted with the same,
and that Joseph Smith has not been known as
Joseph Smith Junior. for the time stated by
Hyrum Smith, He was an fyeuwi:n:ss of mos!
of the stenes tertified to by said Hyrum Semitk,
during the persecutions of cur people in Mis

souri. That durug the latter part of summe¥ 7~

and fall of the vear 1038, there were large bo-
dies of the mob assembled in various placess
for the avowed obiect of killing, driving, rob~
bing, plundering and cxterminating the Moer-
wmons, and actual'y commitied many murders
and other depredations, ns related by the pre-

.

ceding witness. The Governor was frequently g ..

petitioned, as also the other authoritiss, for re-
dress and protection. At length Avstin A.
King, the Judge of the Clrenit Court of the
Fifh 3o dicial District, or.e:ed out somewhere
near a thousand men for the avowed purpose
of quelling the mub and pro‘esting the Mor-
These being under arms for scveral
same measure, prevent the mol’s

HHOng,
weeks, did, in
proceedings for some tinme, after which, Judge
Hing withdrew the force, refusing 1o pui the
Srate to further expense, for cur protection,
without orders from the Goversor. The mobs
then agaififeollected in grea: numbersin Car-
roll, Davies, and Ca!dm:li counties, and ex-
pressed thetr derermmazmn to drive the Mer
mone {rom the State or kill them. They did
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actually drive them from De Witt, firing upon
gome, and taking others priyoners. They turn-
ed s man by the name of Smith Humphrey and
family out of doors, when sick, and plundered
his house and burned it before his eyes. They
also plundered the citizens generally, taking
their lande, houses and property. Those whose
lives were spared, ptecipitately fled to Far West
in the utmost distress and constetnation. Some
of them actually died on the way, through ex-
posure, suffering and destitution. Other par-
ties of the mob were plundering and burning
houses in Davies county; and ano/ther party of
the mob wers ravaging the south part of Cald-
well county, in a similar manner. The Gover-
nor was again and again petitioned for redress
and protection, but utterly x.ef‘used to reader us
any assistance whatever. Under these painful
and distressing circumstances, we had the ad-
vice of Generals Atchison, Doniphan and Parks,
to call out the Militia of Caldwell and Davies
counties. which was mostly composed of Mor-
mons, and to make a general defence. The
presiding Judge of Caldwell county, Elias Hig-
bee, gave orders to the Sheriff of said county
to call out the Militia. They were called out’
ander the command of Colonel Hinkle, who
held a commission from the Governor, and was
the highest military officer in the eounty. This
force effectually dispersed the mob in severa:
places, and a portion of them were so organiz-
ed in the city of Far West, that they could as-
eemble themselves upon the shortest notice,

the publis dquare of sald eity, in cases of
o .Fhese proceedings against the

smiergency.
epresented by designing men,

mob being mis
~ S M g B

peopls of the Suate, c&usdf great excitement
against the Mormons. Many iried to bave it
understood that the Mormons Wers in open re-
bellion, and makiag wer upon the State. With
these pretences, Governor Boggs izsned the fol-
lowing exterminating order: o . Ra

HELD QUARTENS OF THE “-I?L?T{é,}?

Crey oy Jurrersow,
Octuber 27ih, 1838,

Stp— .
Since the order of the morning to you, directing you o
come with four hundred mounted men, 10 be raised m:hm}
your Division, I huve recsived, by Amos Rees, Esq, and;
Wiley C. Williars, Esq., one of my aids, informution ofy
the most appalling churacter, which changes entir:ly mg
face of things, and places the Movmons in !:ha attitinde oi g
an avowed defiance of the Laws, and of haviug made war
upon the prople of the Blate, .
to hasten your operstions and endeavor to rench Hichmond®

iu Ruy county, with all possible speed. The Mormons ). w8gion and safe return,

st be trented as enermes, and must he extcrmi:mted, or |
driven from the State, if necessary for the public peace. [
© Their outrayxs ure beyoud all descriptioa.  1f you can)
inerease your force, you-nre authorized to do so, to.any ex |
teut you sy think necessary. 1 have just lsnued.Ordfsx's!
1o Major Geueral Wollock of Marion esunty, to raise five
hundred men.and to march them o the porthern part of
Duvies county and there 1o unite witn General " Doniplan

Your orders are therefore. '

of Clay—~who has been urdered with five hundred men tof
proceed to the same poine for the purpuse of intercepling

the retreat of the Mormous to the north. They Liave been
directsd to comimunicate with you by express. You can
also communicate with them if you find it necessary. In.
stead therefore, of pruceeding as et first directed, to re in-
state the citizens of Daviess in their houses, you will pro-
ceed immediately to Richmoud, snd thern operate against
the Mormons. Brigadier General Parks of Ray, has been
ordered to have four bundred of his Brignde in readiness
to join you at Richmond. The whols force will be placed
under your command.

{Signed) . L. W. BOGGS,
. Governor and Commander-in-Chief,

In the mean time, Major General Lucas, and
Brigadier General Wilson, both of Jackson
county, (who had, five years previously, assist-
ed in driving about twelve hundred Mormon
citizens from that county, besides burning two
hundred and three houses, and assisting in mur-
dering several, and plundering the rest,) raised
forces to the amount of several thousand men,
and appeared before the city of Far West_in
battle array. A few of the Militia then para-
ded in front of the city, which caused the cow-
ardly assailants to come to a halt at abouta
mile distant, in full view of the town. A
messenger arrived from them and demanded
three persons befors they massacred the ress
and laid the town in ashes. The pames of the
sersons demanded were Adam] Lightner, John
Clemenson and his wife. They gave no in-
formmion‘vgi_{c this army were, nor by what
authority*they came; neither had we at thas
time auny knowledge of the Govarnor's order,
norany of these movements, the mail having
bren designedly stopped by our enemies, for
three weeks previously. We had supposed on
their first appearance, that they were friendly
troops, sent for our protection; bhut on receiv-
ing this alarming information of their wicked
intentions, we were much surprised, and senta
messenger with a white flag to enquire of them
who they were, and what they wanted of us,”
and by whose authority they came. This flng
was fired upon by Captain Bogard, the Metho-
dist pricst, who afterwards told me the' same
with his own mouth. After severa] attempts,
however, we got an interview, by which we
tearned who they were, and that they preten-
ded to have been sent by the Gavernor 1o ex-
terminate our people. Upon learning this fact,
aq resistance was offered to their will or wish.
~3. ,They demanded the arms of the Militia,
aad forcibly took them away. They requested
that Mr, Joseph Smith and other leaders of the
Chuich shouald come into their camp for con-
sultaton, giving them a sacred promise of pro-
Accordingly Messcs
J‘Eanph Sinith, Sidney Rigdon, Lyman Wight,
George W, Robinsen and myself, started ia
compiiy with Colonel “Hinkle, to their camp,
when ve were soon abruptly met by Generat
Lucanawith several hundreds ot his soldiers, ina
hostilg manner, who immediately surrounded:

/ .
i
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ug, and 8ct up the most hideous yells that might

have been supposed to have procecded from the
mouths of demons, and marched us, as priso-
ners, to their linee. There we were detained
for two days and nights, and had to sleep on
the ground in the cold month of November, in
the midst of rain and mud—were continually
surrounded wiih a strong guard, whose mouths
wexe filled with cursing and bitterness, black-
guardism and blesphemy; who offered uvs every
abuss and insult in their power, both by night
and day; and manyindividuals of the army cock-
cd their rifles & taking deadly aim at our heads,
swore they would shoot us. While under these
circumstances, our ears were continually shock-
ed with the relation of ths horrid deeds they
had committed, and which they boasted of.~—
‘They related the circumstance in detail of hav-
ing, the previous day, disarmed a certain man
in his own house, and took him prispner, and
afterwards Deat out his brains with his own gun!
in presence of their officers. They told of other
individuals laying here and there in the brush,
whom they had shot down without resistance,
and who were layiog, unbuaried, for the hogs to
feed upon. They also pamed one or two indi-
vidusl females of our socxety, wh ”éhey had
forcibly bound, and twenty or thlr?fl U8% afier
another, commitied rape upon. One of these
females was a daughier of a respectable family,

‘with whom Ihave been long acquained, and

==

with whom I have since conversed, and learned
that it wag truly ghe case. Delicacy at present
forbide my mentioning the names. I also heard
several of the soldiers acknowledge and boast
of having stolen money inone place, ¢! o?hmv
and bedding in another, and horzes in another,
whilst corn, pork, and beef, were taken by the
whole army to support the men and horses; ond
in many cases eattle, hogs and sheep were shot
down, and enly a small portion of them used,
the restleft to waste. Ofthese erimes, of which
the soldiers boasted, the general ofiicers freely
conversed, and corroborated the same. And
even General Doniphan, who professed to be
opposed to auch proceedings, acknowledged the
truth of them; aud guve ws several particulars;
in detail.
brains they knocked out, was Carey, cnd 2h
uther individual whe had his chem broken op
and several hundred dollars 1n spacie taken o
was the same Smith Humphrey whoss }L)Lm
the mob burned at DeWite. e
After the Mormons were all ’éxsgrme&, Cons
eral Lucas gave them a compulsory order for
men, women and children, to feave tha Sute
forshwith, without any excdptions—count-
ing it a merey to spare their lives o thew ccn-
ditiong, Whilst these ;hiags were procending,

4

&

&

LN

I believe the name of the maﬁ W OsE

iusiead of reiessing us from conhuement, Hy- -
rum Smith and Amsea Lyman were forcibly
added to eur number, as prisoncrs, and undera
large military escort, commanded by Gencral
Wilson, belore mentioned, we were all march-
ed to Jackson county, o distance of between
fifsy and sixty miles, leaving our familice and.
our friends at their mercy, in a destitute eondi-
tion, to prepare for a juurney of more than two
hundred miles, vt the approach of winter, withe
out eur protection, and every moment exposed
to rebbery, ravishment, and other insult—their
property robbed and their houses and lands
already wrested from them.

Wae were exhibited like a caravan of wild an-
imals on the way and in the streets of Indepen-
dence, and were also kept prisoners for a show
for reveral days.” Intthe mean time, 2 Gene-
ral Clark had been sent by Governor Boggs.
with an additional force of six thousand men,
from the lower country, to join General Lucas
in his operations against the Mormons.' He
soon arrived belore Far West with his army,
and confirmed all Lucas had done, and highly
commended them for their virtue, forbearance
and other deeds in bringing ebous so peaceable
and amicable an adjustment of affairs. He kept
up the same scene of ravage, plunder, ravish--
ment and depredation, for the support and en~
rickment of his army—even burning the houses
and fences for fuel. He also mcwed thai every
man, woman and child of the Bormon society
should leave the State, except such as he de-
ors; stavihg that the Coverngr
m, but i

tained aw prison
had sent him to egtersn

that

would, asa mercy
them until .
out of the Siste. Sohd thew, at
the point of the bsn ty to sign v deed of
trust of all their fea! estate, to defray the ex-
penses of what ke palled « Tre Mosyow Wan.”
After amranging &11 these matters to his satis-
factiom, he r2°urued to Richmond, thirty miles
distan', tking sbout sixty heads of families

u#i’!,

T

|

|
;
i
|
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{Atlength we

with ”hs't; and marching them throngh = severe
7, on foet, us prisoners, leaving their
familils in a perishing condition.

Hiuving established his head-quarters at Rich.
2udy Ray county, hesent to General Lucas and
‘emanded us 10 be given up to him. We were
accordingly transporied soms thirty or forty
miles, delivered over to him, and put in close
confinement, ia chains, under a sirong guard.
obtzined an inierview with him,
and enquired why we were detained as prison-
ers.  [said to him, Sir, we have now been pris-
oners under the most aggravating circumstan-
ces for two or thres weeks, danng which tima

we have received mo information as 1o why we
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" are prisoners, or for what vbject, as no writ has
i paszage, which readsas follows: *And the king-

been scrved upon us. We are not detained by
the civil law. and as ministers of the gospel in
time' of peace, who nevey bear arms, we cannot
be considered prisoners ‘of war, especially as
there has been no war. And from present ap-
pearances, we can hardly be considered priso-
ners of hope. Why then these bonds? Said
he, You were takento betried. Tried by what
authority? said I. By court maniial, replied

". be. By court martial? said I. Ves, said he.~—

How, says I, can men, who are ndt military
men, but ministers of the gospel, be tried by
court martial, in this country where every man
has a right to be tried by a jury? e replied

"~ -1t was according to the treaty with General Lu-

cas, on the port of the State of Missouri, and
Colonel Hinkle, the cfnmanding officer of the
Fortresa of Far West, on the part of the Mor-
mons, and in accordance with the Governor’s
order. And, aaid he, I approve of all thatLu-
cas has done, and am determined to see it ful-
filled. Said I, Colonel Jlinkle was but a Cole-
nel of the Caldwell county militia, and com-
missioned by the Governor, and the Mormons
had no Fortress; but were, in common with
others, citizens of Missouri, and therefore we
" recognise no authoritygn Colonel Hinkle, to
sell our liberties or make treaties for us.
Several éays afterwards, General Clark again
entered our prison and ssid he had concluded
10 deliver us over to the civil authorities. Ac-
cordingly we were soon brought before Austin
A. King Judge of the Fufth circuit, where an

e gxamination was commenced, and wiinesses

hY

sworn at the poirt of the bayonet, and threaten-
ed on pain of deathifthey did not swear to that
which would suit the court. Dauring this ex-
gmination, I heard Jodge King ask one of the
witnesses, who was a Mormon, if he and his
friends intended tolive on their lands any lon-
ger than April, and to plant crops? Witness
replied, whynot? The Judge replied, If you
once think to plant crops or to occupy your
lands any longer than the first of Aprily the
citizens will be upon you; they will kill you
every onc, men, women and children, and
leave you 10 manure the ground without a bu-
rial. They have been mereifully withheld from
doing this on the present occasion, but will not
be rectrained for the future. Oa examining a
Mormon witnews for the purposs of substaniia.
ting the cherge of Treason against Mr. Smith.
He questioned him concerning our rei’xgious

faith:
First. Do the Mormons send missionaries 1o

foreign nations? The witness answered in the
affirmative. - i o )
Secondly. Do the Mormons believe & certain

passage in the Book of Danie] ? naming the

dom and dominion, and the greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be giv-
en 1o the people of the saints of the Most High,
whose kingdom is sn everlasting kingdom, and

| all dominions shall serve and obey him' Dan. vii:
27. On being answered in the sffirmative, the .

judge ordered the scribe to putit down as a
strong point for treason; bu t this was teo much
for even a Missouri lawyer to bear; he remon-
strated against such a course of proceedure, but
in vein. Said he, judge you had betier make
the bible treason, After an examination of this
kind, for many days, seme were set at liberty,
others admitted out on beil, and themselves and
bail expelled from the state forthwith, with the

rest of the Mormon citizens. And Joseph Smith, |

Hyrum Smith, Sidney Rigdon, Lyman Wight
and others were committed to the Clay county
juil for further trial.  Two or three others, and

myeelf, were put into the jail at Ray county, -

for the same purpose. !

The Mormon people now began to leave !he
state, agreeably to the extermiraling order of
Governor Boggs. Ten or twelive thousand left
the state during the winter, and fed to the state
of Illinois. A small number of widows, end
the poor, together with my family and soms of
the friends of the cther prisoners, still lingered
in Far West, when a smail band)of armed men
entered the town and committed many depre-
dations and threatened life; and swore if my
wife snd ehildren,and others whom they named
were not out of the state, in so many days] they
would kill them; as the time mow drew near
for the vompletion of the exterminalipg order
of Governox Boggs. Accordingly, my wife.
and children, and others,3left the state as best
they could; wandered to the state of Illinoie,
there to get a living among strangers, without
# husband, father, or protector. Myself and
party still remsined in prison, after all the oth-
er Mormons had left the state; and even Mr.
S:mnith and his party, bad escaped to bring up
the rear. In June, by change of venue, we
were removed from Ray county, to Columbia,
Boon county, upwards of one hundred miles to-
wards the stats of lllinois; and by our request

special court wag called, for final wrisl; bus
notwithstanding we were removed more than
one hundred miles from the scenes of their de-
predations, yet such was the fact, that peither
our friends or witnesses dared come jnto that,
state to atiend our trial, as they tad been baxn-,
ished from the state by the governor’s order of
extermination; executed to the very letter, by
the principal officers of the state, civil and mil
itary. On these grounds, and havinghad =i}
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these opportunities to know, 1 testity that nei.
ther Mr, Smith, nor any otier Mormon has the
Teast prospact for Juatice, or to recetve a fair and
impartial trial in the state of Missouri, If tried
at all, they must be tried by authorities who
have trampled all law under their feet, ond who
have sssisted in committing murder, robbery,
treason, arson, rape, burglary and felony; and
who have made & law of banishment, contrary
to the laws of all nations; and executed this
barbarous law with the utmost rigor anl sever-
ity. Thercfore, Mr. Smith, and the Mormons
ganerallj. have suffered the end of the law, of
which they had no choice, and therefore, the
state of Missouri has no further ¢laims, what-
ever, upon any of them.

1 funhermore testify that the authonues of
other states, whe would assist Missouri, to
wreak further vengeance upon any individual
of the persecuted Mormons, sre either igno-
rantly or wilfully aiding and abetting in sll
these crimes, ;

Cross examined. He states that he was very
intimate with Mr. Smith a!l the time he resided
in the state of Missouri, and was with him al-
most daily, and that he knows positively that
Mr. Smith held nooffice, either civil or milita-
¥y, either real or pretended, in that State; and
that he never bore arms, or did military duty,
noteven in self defence; but that he was a
peaceable, lsw-abiding, and faithful citizen,
and a preacher of the gospel, and exhorted aly
the citizens o be peaceable, long suffering and
slow to act, even in self defence. He further
stated that there was no fortress in Far West,
but & temporary fence, mads of rails, house
logs, floor planks, wagouns, carts, &c., hastily

“thrown together, after being told by General

Lueas that they were to be massacred the fol-
lowing morning, and the town burnt to ashes,
without giving any information by what su-
thority. And he further states that he only
escapad himself from that siate by walking out
of the jail when the door was open to put in
food, and came out in obedience to the govern-
or's order of banishment, and to fulfil the same.
PARLEY P. PRATT.

Grorce W, Prrrivsworn.  saysthat he con-
curs with the preceding wiinesses 1i. Smith
and P. P. Prait, in all the fucts with which he
is sequainted, that in the summer of 1838 he
was elected Sherifl of the county of Caldwel}
and State of Missouri, That in the fall of the
same year while the County was threatened
and infested with mobs, he received an order
from Judge Higbee the presiding Judge of
raid County, to call out the Militia and he ex-
ecuted the same. The said order was presen-
1ed by Joseph Smith, Sen. who showed the

witness & letter from General Atchinsen
giving such advice as was necessary for the pro~
tection of the citizens of said county; reports
ot the mobs destroying jproperty werc daily re-
ceived. Hae no know! fdg:e that Joseph Smith
was concerned in organizing or commanding
s0id Militia inany capacity whatever. About
this time he recenved information that about
forty or fifly “Ymger-R,ﬂes” and & quantity of
amunition were being conveyed through

Caldwell to Davies County for the use of the
mob: Upofl which he deputized William All-

red to go with a company of men and to inter-

cept them if possible, he did so and brought the
said arms and ampnition into Far West which
were afterwards delivered up to the erder of
Avstin A. King, Judge of the fifth circuit in
Missouri.

It was generally understood at that time that
said arms had been stolen by Neil Gillum, and
his company of volunteers, who had been upon
& six months tour of service tu the war between
the United States and the Florida Indians, they
were gupposed to have been taken {rom ibe
Fort at “Tampa Bay, “and brought to Rich-
mond Clay County and that Captain Pollazd
or scme other person loaned them to thé mob
—He further says thatgwhitst in office as sher-
rift he was forcibly and illegally compelied by
Lieutenant Cook, the son in law or brother in
law of Bogard, the Methodist Priest—io start
for Richmond and when he demanded of him
by what authority he acted he was shown a
Bowie knife and & brace of Pistols—And when
he asked what they wanted of him he said they .
would let bim know whes he got to Richmond.
Many of the citizens of Caldwell Couuty were
takenin the same manner without any legsl
process whatever and thrust into prison.

GEORGE W. PITKIN:

Bricuam Youne sworn. Says that, so faras

he was acquainted with the facts stated by the

previous witnesses, he concurs with them, and
that he sccompanied Mr. Joseph Smith inte the

Siate of Missouri, and arrived at Far West &
the 14th day of March, 1838, and was neigh

bor to Mr. Smnith until he was taken by Gove

nor Boggs® militia, a prisorer of war, as the

anid, and that he was knowing to his character
whilst he was in the State of Missouri; and
that he, Mr. Smith, was in no way connected
with the militis of that Siate: neither did be
bear arms at all, nor give udvice, but was a pes.
ceable, law-abiding, good citizen, and a true re«
publican in every sense of the word. e was
wita Mr. Smith a great shaie of the time, un-
til driven out of Missourl by an srmed force,
under the exterminating order of Governor
Boggs. He heard the most of Mr. Smiths’ pub-
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{ic addresacs, snd never did he hear him give
advice or encourage anything contrary to the
lawa of the State of Missouri; but to the con.
trary, alwaysinstructing the people {o be peace-
able, quiet, and law-abiding, and if necessity
ehould compel them to withstand their enemies,
by whom they were daily threatened in mobs
8t various points, that they, the Mormons,
should attend to their business strictly, and not
régard reports; and if the mob did come upon
them, to contend with them by the strong arm
of the law; and if that should fail, our only re-
lief would be self defence: and be sure and
act only upon the defensive. And there were
no cperations against the mob by the militia of
Caldwell county only by the' advice of Generals
Atchison, Doniphsan, and Parks,

At the timo that the army came in sight of
Far West, he observed their approach, and
thoaght some of the militia of the State had
come to the relief of the citizens; butto his
great surprise, he found that they were come to
strengthen the hands of the mobs that were
around vs, and which immediately joined the
army. A part of these mobs were painted like
Indians, and “Gillum,” their leader, was also
painted in a similar manner, and styled himself
the “ Deraware Csmier,” and afterwards he,
and the rest of the mob, elaimed snd obtained
pay, asmilitia, flom the State, for all the time

reference 1o the acts of the Legislature. That
there were Mormon citizens wounded and
murdered by the army under the command of
Genersd Lucas, and he verily believes that sev-

diery of Lucasand Clark. He also stated that
he saw Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon, Parley
P, Pratt, Lyman Wight, and George W. Rob-
inson, delivered up by Colonel Hinkle to Gene-
yal Lucas, but expected they would have retur-
ned to the city that evening or the next morn-
irg, according to agreement, and the pledge of
the sacred honor of the officers that they should
be allowed to do so: but they did not return ot
all. The next morning, General Lucas deman-
ded and took away the arms of the Militia of
Caldwell county, (which arms have never been
returned,) ascuring them that they should be
protected; but so soon us they obtained posses-
sion of the arms, they commenced their ravages
by plundering the citizens of their bedding, |
clothing, money, wearing apparel, and every-
thing of value they could lay theirbands vpon;
snd.also atiempting to vielatethe. chastity of
the women in sight of their husbands and
friends—under the pretence of hunting for
prisoners and arms, The soldiers shot down
our oxen, cows, hogs and fowls, at cur owa

doors, taking part away, aand lesving the teu‘
to rot in the streets. The soldieis also turned
beir horses into our fields of corn.

Here the witness was shewn General Clark’s
speech, which is as follows, viz:

“ GENTLEMEN ,—You whose names are not at-
tached to this list of names, will now have the
privilege of going to your fields, and of provid-
ing corn, wood, &c., for your families. Those
that are now taken will go from this 16 prison,
be tried, and receive the due demerit of their
crimes; but you, (except such as charges may
hereafter be preferred against,) are at liberty as
socn as the troops are removed that now guard
the place, which I shall cause to be done im-
mediately. It now devolves upon you to fulfil
the treaty that you have entered into, the lead-
ing items of which I shall now lay before you.
The first requires that your leading men be
given up to be tried according to law; this you
have complied with, The second is, that you
deliver up your anms; this hss also been atten-
ded to. The third stipulation is, that you sign
over your properties to defray the expenses that
have been incurred en your account; this you
have zlso dome. Another article yet remains
for you to comply with,—and that is, thai you
leave the State forth-with. And whatever may
be your feelings concerning this, or whatever
your inpocence is, it is nothing to me. Gene-
ral Lucas (whose military rank is equal with
mine,} has made this treaty with you; Iap-
prove of 1t. I should have done the same had
I been here, and am therefore determined 10 see
itexecuted. The character of this Stzte has
suffered almost beyond redemption, from the
character, conduct and influence that you have
exerted; and we deem it an sct of justice to,
restore her character by every proper means.—
The order of the Governor to me was, that you
should be exterminated, and not allowed to re-
main in the State. And had not your leaders
been given up, und the terms of the tresty
zomplied with before this time, your families
would have been destroyed, and your houses in
ashes. There is a discretionary power vested
in my hands, which, considering your circum-
stances, § shall exercige for a seagon. VYou are
indebted to me forthis clemency. I do not may
that you shall go now, but you musl not think
of staying here nnother season, or of putting in
crops; for the moment you do this the citizens
will be upon you; andif I am called here agein
in case of non-compliance with the treaty
made, do.not think. that I shall act az I have
done now. You need not expect any merey,
but exiermination, for I am determined the Gov~
ernor’s order shall be executed. As for your
Leaders, do not think, do notimagine fora meo-
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ment, do not let it enter info your minds that
they will be delivered and restored to you again,
for their fate is fixed, the dig is cast, their doom
‘is gealpd. I am sorry, Gentlomen, to see 80
many apparently intelligent men found in the
situation that you are; and Oh! if I couldin.
voke that Great Spirit of the unknown Godto
rest upon and deliver you from that awful chain
of superstition, and liberate you from those fet-
ters of fanaticism with which you are bound—
that you nolonger do homage to a man, I would
advise you toscatterabroad, and never again or-
ganize yourselves with Bishops, Priests, &c.,
lest you excite the jealousies of the people and
subject yourselves to the same calamities that
have now come upon you., You have always
‘been the aggressors—you have brought upon
yourselves these difficulties, by being disaffect.
‘ed, and not being subject to rule. And my ad-
vice is, that you become as other citizens, lest
by & recurrence of these events you briag
"upen yourselves itretrievable ruin.”

When asked by the Court if it was correct?
and after reading it, he replied—

g—— Yes, as far ag It goes—for, continued he, I

was present when. that speech was delivered,
and when fifty-seven of our brethren were be-
trayed into the hands of our enemies as prison-
ers, which was done at the instigation of our
‘open and avowed enemies: such as William
McClellen and others, and the treachery of Co-
lonel Hinkle. In addition to the speech refer-
ted to, General Clark said that; we must not
be seen as many as five together. If you are,
said he, the citizens will be upen you, aod de-
siroy you; but to flee immediately outof the
Biate, There was no stternative for thermn but
to flee: that they need not expect any redress,
“for there was none for them. With respect to

“the treaty, the witness further says, that there

never was any treaty proposed or entered into
on the par: of the Mormons, or even thought of,

_As to the leaders being given up, there was no
“such contract enterdd into or thought of by the

Mormoneg, or any one called a Mormon, except
by Colonel Hinkle, And with respect 1o the
trial of the prisoners ut Richmond: Ido no
consider ihat tribunal & legal court, but on in-
quisition—for the following reasons: Thar Mr.
Smith was not allowed any evidence whutever
on his part, for the conduct of the court, ns well

“as the judge’s own words alfirmed, that there

was no faw for Mormons in the State of Mis-
souri. And he also knew that when Mr. Sinith
left the State of Missouri, he did not fice from
justics, for the plain reason that the officers and

_the people manifested by their works and theit

words, that fhere was no law, nir justice for
the péople called Mormons, And further he

knows that Mr. Smith hos ever been a strong
advocate for the laws and constitutions of hig
country—and that there was no act of his life
while in the State of Missouri, according to his
knowledge, that could be implied or construed
in any way whatever, to prove him s fujitive
from justice; or that he -has been guilty of
¢ murder, treason, arson, larceny, theft, and
stealing,” the crimes he was charged with by
General Clark, when he delivered ‘him over to
the civil authorities; and he supposes that the
learned general did not know but there was a
diffcrence between *“larceny, theft and steal-
ing? . -
The wimess/g‘}’s?l eays that they compelled
the brethren to‘gese away their property by ex-. -
ecuting a Deed of Trust, at the point of the

bayonet, and that Judge Cameron stood and .o

saw the Mormons sign away their property, and
then he and others would run and kick up their
heels, and said they were glad of it, and ¢ we
have nothing to trouble us now.” This judge
also said, God damn them, see how well they
feel now. General Clark also said he had su-
thority to make what treaties he pleased; and
the governor would sanction it .

The witness also stated that he never trans
gressed any of the Taws of Missour}; and he
never knew a Latter Day Saint break alaw
while there. He alse said that if they would
search the records of Clay, Caldwell, or Davies
counties, they could not find one recurd of
crime againé: & Latter Day Saint, or cven in
Jacksou county, so far as witness krew.

BRIGHAM YOUNG.

Lywan Wicar sworn. Saith that he, hug
been acqualnted with Joseph Smith Senior for
the last twelve yvears, and thal he removed to
the State of Missouri in the year 1831, whean
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
was olganized, agreeably to the law of the
tand. No particular difficulty ook plsee waril
after some hundreds had assembledin that land
who believed in the Book of Mormon, and Rev-
elations which were given through said Jeseph
Bumith Benior.  After nearly twd years of peace
had elapsed, a strong prejudice among the va-
rious svets arose, declating that Joseph Smith
was a false prophet, and ought to die: and
heard hundreds say they had never known the
man, butif they could come acress him, they
would kill him as soon as they would 2 raitie-
snake. Frequently heard them say of those who

‘believed in the doctrine he promulgated, that

if they did not renounce it, they would exter-
minate or drive them [fom the county in which
they lived. On enquiring of them if they had
any prejudice against us, they said No, but Jee

Smith ought to die, and if he eves comes to
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this country, we will kill him, God damn hum.
Matters went on thus until some time in the
eummer of 1833, when mobs arsembleg in cone
siderable bodier, fruquently visiting ‘private
houses, threatening them with death and des-
truction instantly, if they did not renounce
Joe Smith asa prophet, and the Book of Mor-
mon. Some time towards the last of thesum-
. toer of 1833, they commenced their operations
of mobocracy. On sccount of their priests, by
makag in their prejudices sgainst Joseph Smith
‘Benior, as 1 Lelieve, gangs of from thirty tosix-
1y, visit'nsﬁz the house of George Bebee, call-

¢flwg him out of hie house at the hour of mid-

night, with many guns and pistols pointed at
his breast, beateg him most inhumanly with
clubs and whips; and the same night or night
afierwards, this gang nnreofed thirtcen houses
in what was called the Whitmer Branch of the
Church in Jackson county. These scenes of
mobocracy continued to exist with unabated
fury. Mobs went from house to houee, thrust-
ing poles and rails in at the windows and doors
of the houses of the Saints, tearing down a
number of houscs, turning hogs, horses, &e,
into cornfields, burning fences, &e. Sowe time
in the mgnth of October, they broke into the

L

/ —store of ,8. Gilbert & Co., and I marched up

B

with thirty or forty men to witness the scene,
#nd found 2 mon by the name of McArty,
brickbatting the store door with all fury, the
silks, calicoes, and other fine goods, entwined
about his feet, reaching within the door of the

store-house. McArty was arrested and taken

Mcfore sguire Weston;‘ &vy-seveﬂ-msmw

angdiken acquitied withous del ay. The nest
"day the witnesses were taken before the sa@ne
man for false imprisonment, and by the testi-
mony of this one burglar, were found guiity,
and committed to jail. This so exasperated
my feelings that I went with two hundred men
go enguire inte the aflair, when I was promptly
met by the colonel of the militia, who stated
to me that the whole had been a religious farce,
and had grown out of @ prejudice they had im-
bibed against said Joseph Smith, a man with
whom they were not acquuinted. § here agreed
that the ehurch wouid give up their arms, pro-
vided the said Colonel Pitcher would take the
arms from the mob, Tothisthe colonel cheer-
fully agreed, and pledged bis honor with that
of Lieutenant Governor Boggs, Owen, and oth-
ers. This treaty entered into, we returned

with the mob, (Colonel Pitcher and Boggs not
excepted,) going from house 1o bouse in gangs
of from sixty to seventy in number, threatening
the lives of women and children, if they did
not leave forthwith. In this diabolical scene,
men were chased from their houses and honrea,
without any prepara‘ions for themselves or fam-
ilies. 1 was chased by oune of thess pangs
across an open prairie five mile without being
overtaken, and lay three weeks in the woods,
and was three days end three nights without
food. In the mean time, my wife and three
small c}uldren, in u ekiff passed down Big Bloe
river & distance of fourteen miles and crossed
over the Missouri river, and there borrowed &
rag carpet of one of her friends aud made a
tent of the same, which was the only shield
from the inclemency of the weather during the
three weeksof my expulsion from home. Hav-
ing found my familyin thissituation,and making
some coquiry, I was informed I had been hun-
ted through Jackeon, Lafeyetie and Clay coun-
ties, and also the Indian territory. Having
made the enquiry of my family, why it was
they had so much against me, the answer was,

“ Ho +belessies in Joe Smith and the Book of -

Mormon, God damn him, and we believe Joe
Smith to be a damned rascalll®” Here on the
bank of the Missouri river were eight families,
exiled from plenteous homes, without one pus-
ticle of provisions, or any other means under
the heavens to get any only by hunting in the
forest. Iherve built a camp twelve {eet pquare,
agaih%} ‘a sycamore Jog, in which my wife bore,
me a fine sou on the 27th of December.  The
camp having neither chimney nor floor, nor co-
vering sufficient to shreld them from the incle
mency of the weather, rendered it intolerable.
In this doleful condition, Ileft my family for
the *express purpose .of making an eppeal 3o
the American people to know something of the
Loleration of such vile and inhuman conduey,
and travellad one thoussnd #nd three hundred
miles through the interior of the United Statzy,
and was frequently anawered ** That such con-
duct was not justifiable in a republican govern-
ment; yet we feel to ray that we fear that Joe
Smith isa very bad man, aud circumstanecs aj-
ter cases. We would not wish to prejudge a
man, butl in some circumstances, the voice of
the people ought 1o role.™ The most of these
expressions were f{rom professors of religion
and in the aforesaid persecution, I saw one

home, vesting assured on thelr honory that we
would npotbe farther molested. But this sol-
emp contract was violated in every sense of the
word, The arms of the mob were never taken
awsy, and the majority of the militia; o my
certain kaaw}edge, were engaged the next day

hundred and ninety women and children driven g
thirty miles scross the prairie, with three d¢~
crepit men only in their company, in the month
of Nov., the ground thinly crusied with sleet,
and I could easily follow ontheirdrpil by the
blood that fiowed froms their lacerated fest!! o the
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stubble of the burnt prairie. This company
not knowing the situation of the country, nor
the extent of Jackson county, built quite =
number of cabins, that proved to be in the bor.
ders of Jackson county. The mob, infuriated
at this, rushed on them in the month of Janus.
ry 1834, burned these scanty cabins, and scat-
tered the inhabitants to the four winds, from
which cause many were taken suddenly ill, and
of this illness died. In the mean time, they
burned two hundred and three houses and one
grist mill, these being the only residences of]
the Saints in Jackson county.

The most part of one thousand snd two hun-
dred Sainta, who resided in Jackson county,
made their escape to Clay couty. 1 would here
rematk that among one of the companies that
went to Clay county, was 8 woman named Sa-
rah Ann Higbee who had been sick of chills
and fever for many months; and another of the
name of Keziah Higbee, who was under the
most delicate circumstances, lay on the bank
of the river, without shelter, during one of the

,Toost stormy nights I ever witnessed, while

torrents of rain poured down during the whole

UQFJ night, and streams of the smallest mmusties were

-

magunified inio rivers, The former was carried
across the river, apparently a lifeless corpse.—
The latter was delivered of & fine son, on the
bank, within twenty minutes after being car-
ried across the river, nnder the open canopy of
heaven, and from which cause, I have every
reason to believe, she died & premature degh

« The only consolation they received,, under
these circumstances, was ¢ God damn you, do
vou believe in Joe Smith now?? During this
whols time, the said Joseph Smith, Senior, liv-
ed in Ohio, in the town of Kirtland, according
to the best of my knowledge and belief, a dis-
tance of eleven hundred miles from Jackson
county, and thinks that the church had but ht-
tle correspondenc: with him durirfé that time
We now mostly found ouraelves in Clay coun-
ty—sonie in negro cabins—some in gentlemen’s
kitefens—some in old cabins that had been out
of use for years—and others in the opeu air,
without snything to shelter them from the
dreary storms of a cold and stormy winter,

s Thus like men of servitude we went to work
to obtain a scanty living among the inhabitants
of Clay county. Every advantage which could
be taken of a people under these circumstances
was not neglected by the people of Clay county.

& A'great degree of {riendship prevailed between

_the Saints and this people under these circum-
“stances for the space of two years; when the

Saints cormmenced purchasing some small pos-

|

sessions for themselves; this together with the |
" this terminated in the loss of some teeth, some

emigration created a jealousy on the part of the

old citizens—that we were to be their servants
no longer. This raised an apparent indignation
and the first thing expressed in this excitemert
was: “you  believe too much in Joe Smith,”—
consequently they commenced catching the
Saints in the streets, whipping some of them un-
til their bowels gushed out, and leaving others
for dead in the streets. This so exasperated the
Szints that they mutually agreed with the citi- |
zens of Clay county that they would purchase an
entire new county northof Ray and cornering
on Clay. There being not more than 40 or 50

-+

inhabifants in this new county,mbo Fankly sold <7 C

out their possessions to the Samts, who imme-* s
diately set in to enter the entire county from the
General Government. Thegounty having been
settled, the Governor issued an order for the or-

ganization of the county w@o a regiment of mi-?,

litia, and an election being called for a Colonel

of said regiment—I was elected unanimously,

receiving 236 votes, in August 1837, Then or
ganized with subaltern officers according to the
statutes of the State, and received legal and law-
{ul commissions from Governor Boggs for the
same.

I think, sometime in the lat‘rer part of the
winter said Joseph Smith moved to Lhe district
of country the Saints had purchased, &nd he set-
tled down like other citizens of a new county,
and was appointed the first Elder in the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, holding no
office in the county either civil or military, I
declare that I never knew said Joseph Smith te
dictate by his influence or otherwise any of the
officers either civil or military, he himself being.
exempt from military duty from the amputation
frem bis leg of a part of the bone on account of
a fever sore.

Iremoved from Caldwell to Davies county,
purchased a pre-emption right, for which I gave
750 dollars, gained another by the side thereof,
putin 2 large crop and became acquainted with
the citizens of Davies, who appeared very friend-
ly. Inthe month of June or July there was s
town laid off, partly on my pre-emption, and
partly on lands belonging o Government—the
emigration commenced flowing to this newly
laid off town very rapidly. This excited a preju-
dice in the minds of some of the old citizens who
were an ignorant set, and not very far advanced
before the aborigenees of the country in civiliza-
tion or cultivated minds, fearing lest this rapid
tide of emigration should deprive them of office
of which they were dear lovers. This was more
plainly exhibited at the Aug. election in the year
1838. The old settlers then swore that not one
Mormon should vote at that election; according-
1y they commenced operations by fist and skulls

2
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flesh, and some blood. The combat being very

strongly contested on both sides—many Mor- |

mons were deprived of their votes; and I was
followed to the polls by three ruffians Wxth stones
in their hands, swearing they would kill me if
I voted. ‘

A false rumor was immediately sent to Far
West, such as two or three Mormons were killed
and were not suffered to be buried. The next
day a considerable number of the Saints came
out to my house—said Joseph Smith came with
them—he enquired of me concerning the difii-
culty—the answer was political difficulties—he
then asked if there was any thing serious—the
answer was, no, I think not—we then all moun-
ted our horses and rode up into the Prairie a
short distance from my house to a cool spring
near the house of Esq. Black where the greater
number stopped for refreshment, whilst a few
waited on Esq. Black—he was interrogated to
know whether he justified the course of conduct
at the late election or not—he said he did not,
and was willing to give hus protest in writing,
which he did, and also desired that there should
be a public meeting called which I think was
done on the next day. Said Joseph Smith was
not addressed on the subject but I was, who,
in behalf of the Saints, entered into an agree-
ment with the other citizens of the county that
we would live in peace, énjoying those blessings
fought for by our forefathers, but while some of
their leading men were entering into this con-
Tract, others were raising mobs, and in a short
time the mob increased to 205 rank and file, and

_they encamped within six miles of OHmahmaa

-

In the mean time Joseph Smith ahd those who
¢ame with him from Far West refurned to their
homes in peace suspecting nothing—but I seeing
the rage of the mob and their full determination
to drive the Chuch from Davies county, sent to
General ‘Atchison { Major General of the Divis-
ion in which we lived,) he immediately sent
Brigadier General Doniphan, with between 200
and 300 men. {(Zen. Doniphan moved his troops
near the mob force, and came up and conversed
with me on the subject—after conversing some
time on the subject, Major Hughes caihe and in-
formed General Doniphan that his men were
mutinizing, and the mob were determined to fall
on the Samfs in Ondiahman. I having a Col’s.
commission under Doniphan, was cemmanded to

call out my troops forthwith, and fo use Doni-
phans own language “kill every G—d dwmen

. mobocrat or make them prisoners, and if they

=t it i i .
i,

his command all-sufficient to queil every G—d
d n mobocrat in the county, and if they did
not feel disposed so to do, to go home or G—d

d-—n them he would kill every one of them.— /"

The mob then dispersed. During these move-
ments’ fo<éph Shnith nor any of  those of Far
West ov-eny-othespluee were me at Ondxahman
only those who were settlers and legal citizens
of the place. The mob again assembled and went
to DeWitt, Carroll county, there being a small
branch of the Church at that place, but of the
transactions at this place I have no personal
knowledge. They succeeded in driving the
Church from that place, some to the east and
some to the west, &c. This increased their ar-
dor, and with redoubled forces from several
counties of the State, they returned to Davies
county to renew the attack, many #gwanton at-
tacks and violations of the rights of citizens took
place at this time from the hands of this hellish
band. I believing forbearance no longer to be
a virtue, again sent to the Major General for
military aid, who ordered out Brigadier Generzl
Parks. Parks came part of the way, but fearing
his men would matinize and join the mob, he
came on ahead and conversed with me a consid-
erable time. The night previous to his arrival
the wife of Don Carlos Smith was driven from
her house by this ruthless mob, and came into
Qnuahmqn, a distance of three miles, carrying
two chilffren on her hips, one of which was then
rising of two years old, the other six or eight
mont‘ns old—the snow being over shoe-mouth
deep, and she having to wade Grand River which
was at this time waist deep, and the mob burnt
the house and every thing they had in it—and
General Parks, passing the ruins thereof, seemed
fired with indignation at their hellish conduct,
and said he had hitherto thought it imprudentto
call upon the militia under my command in con~*
sequence of popular opinion, but he now consid-
ered it no more than justice that I should havg
command of my own troops, and said to me, “I
therefore command you forthwith to raise your
companies immediately and take such course 83
you may deem best in order to disperse the mob
from this county.” I then called out sixty men
and placed them under the command of Captain

David W. Patt:r’x, and I also took about the (7

same number-—Capt. Patton was ordered to Gal-
latin, where a party of the mob were located,
and Ito Millport, where another party was loca-
ted. Tand Captain Patton formed the troops
under cur command, and General Parks address-

come upon you give them hell’—he then return
ed his troops and gave them an address, stating
¢he interview he had with me, and he also said
%o the mob, that if they were so disposed they
could go on with their measures—that he con-
sidered that Col, Wight with the militia undez

ed them as followst

“Gentlemen, [ deplore your sxtuahon—-—l re-
gret that transactions of this nature should have
transpired in our once happy State—your con-
dition is certainly not an eaviable one—surroun-
ded by mobs on one side, and popular opinion

www.LatterDayTruth.org

-



* have relations living in this county, and will not

26

nd prejudice against you on the other—gladly
would 1 fly to your relief with my troops, but|
1 feor it would be worse for you—most of them

fight against them. One of my principal Cap- !
tains, namely Samuel Bogard and his men have
already mutinizéd and have refused to obey my
‘command. I can only say to you, gentlemen,
follow the command of Colonel Wight, whom I
‘have commanded to disperse all mobs found in
Davies Jcounty, orto make them prisoners and
‘bring them before the civil authorities forthwith.
T wish to be distinctly understood that Colonel
‘Wight is vested with power and authority from
‘me to disperse from your midst all who may be
found on the side of mobocracy in the county of
Davies. I deeply regret gentlemen (knowing
asldo the‘f:igilance and perseverence of Colonel

Wight in the cause of freedom and rights of man)
that I could not even be a soldier under his com-
mand in quelling the hellish outrages Ihave
witnessed. In conclusion, gentlemen, be vigi-
lant and persevere and allay every excitement of
mobocracy. 1 have visited your place frequent-
ly—find you to be an industrious and thriving
people, willing to abide the laws of the land.—
And I deeply regret that you could not live in
peace and enjoy the privileges of freedom. I
shall now, gentlemen, return and dismiss my
troops and put Captain Bogart under & arrest—
leaye the sole charge with Colonel Wight, who
I deem sufficiently qualified to perform according
to law in all military operations necessary.”
Captain Patton then went to' Gallalin, when
coming in sight of Gallatin, he discovered about
100 of the mob holding some of the Sainisin
_bondage, and tantalizing others in the most scan-
.dalous manner—at the sight of Captain Pation
_and company the mob took fright and such was
. their hurry to get away, somse cut their bridle
reins, and some pulled the bridles from their
horses heads and weut off with all speed, noth-
Jing o provent the speed of theirheres,
I went to Millport, and on my way discovered
_that the inhabitants bad become enraged at the
orders of ‘he Generals Doniphan and Parks, and
_that they had sworn vengeance, not only against
the Church but also against the two Generals,
_together with General Atchgson, and to carry
_out their plans they entered into one of the most
. diabolical schemes ever entered into by man,and
Ahese hellish schemes were injurionsly carried
.out: Frsily, by loading their families and goods
in covered waggons, setting fire to their houses,
- moving inte the midst of the mob and crying out
the Mormons have driven us and burnt our
houses, In this situation I found the country
- between my house and Millport, and also found
. Millport evacpated and burnt. . Remors were

immediately sent to the Governor, with the news
that the Mormons were killing and burning eve-
¥y thing before them, and that grest fears were
entertainetl that they would reach Jefferson city
before the runners could bring the news. This
was not known by the Charch of Latter Day
Saints, ‘until 2200 of the militia hsd arriven
within half 2 mile of Far West, and they then
supposed the militia 1o be a mob. I was sent
for from Ondiahman te Far West—reached there
the sun about one hour high in the morning of
the 20th of October, 1838, called upon Joseph
Smith, enquired the cause of the great uproar, be
declared he did not know, but feared the mob
had incressed their numbers, and was endeavor-
ing to destroy us—I enquired of him if he had
had any conversalion with any one concerning
the matter—he said he had not, as he was only a
private citizen of the county-—that he did not in-
terfere with any such matters, 1 think f-a he
told me there had been an order Jfrom General

Atchgson or Doniphan,ese to the Sheriff tocall

out the militia in order to quell the riots, and to
go to him he could give me any information on
this subject,on enquiring for hira 1 found him not.
That between 3 and 4 o'clock, P. M., George
M. Hinkle Colonel of the militia in that place
called on me in company with Joseph Smith,
and said Hinkle said he had been in the camp in
order to learn the intention of the same, he said
they greatly desired to see Joseph Smith, Lyman
Wight, Sidoey Rigdon, P. P. Pratt, and George
W. Robinson; Joseph Smith first enquired why
they should desire 1o see him as he held no office
cither civil or military,
it was they should desire to see 2 man out of
his own county. Colonel Hinkle here observed
there is no time for controversy, if you are not
into the camp immediately théy are determined
to come upon Far West before the setting of the
sun, and gaid they did not consider us as milita-
ry be thes, but religions bodirs. He said that if
the aforesaid persons went into the camp they
would be liberated that night or very early next
morning, that there should be no harm done.—
We consulted fogether and agreed to go down
—on going aboul half the distance from the
camp, I observed it would be well for Generals
Lucas, Doniphan, and others, to meet us and not
have us go in so large a growd of soldiers—ae-
cordingly the Generals moved onwards, followed
by 50 Artillery men with a four pounder. The
whole 2200 moved in steady pace on the right
and left keeping about ‘even with the former.—
General-Lucas approached the aforesald desig-
nated persons with a vile, base, and treacherous
took in his countenance—] shook hends with
him and saluted him thus: “we anderstand Gen-
eral you wish to confer with us a fr . moments,
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will not to-morrow morning do as well.? At
, this moment George M. Hinkle spake and said,
° here General are the prisoners I agreed to dehv-
er toyou. General Lucas then brandished his
sword with 2 most hideouns look, and said you
are my pnsoners, and there is no time for talk-
ing? at the present, you will march into the
camp. At this momentT believe that there wny
500 guns cocked and not less than 20 capsburst-
<ed, and more hideous yells were never heard,
~gven if the description of the yells of the damn-
ed in hell is true as given by the modern sects
of theday. The aforesaid designated persons
were there introduced into the midst of 2200
mob militia. They then called out a guard of

90 men, placing 30 around the prisoners who,

were on duty 2 hours and 4 off—prisoners were
placed on the ground with nothing to cover but
the heavens, and they were overshadowed by
clouds that moistened them before morning.—
Sidney Rigdon,was of a delicate constitution,
received a slight shock of Apoplectic fits
which excited great laughter and much ridicule
in the guard and mob militia. Thus the prisoners
spent a doleful night in the midst of a prejudiced
and diabolical eommunity. Nextday Hyrum
Smith and Amasa Lyman were dragged from
their families and brought prisoners into the
camp-—they alleging no other reason for taking
Hyrum Smith than that he was brother to Joe
:Smith the Prophet, and one of his counsellors as
President of the Church. The prisoners spent
this day as comfortably as could be expected un-
der the existing circumstances. Night came on
_and under the dark shadows of the night, Gener-
".al Wilson, sublltern of General Lucas, took me
.one side, and said we do.not wish to bhurt you
nor kilt you, neither shall you be, by Gemd
but we have one thing against you, and thatis
you are too friendly to Joe Smith, and we be-
lieve him to be a G—d d——d rascal! and Wight
you know all about his character—-I said, I do
sir—will you swear all you know concerning
him said Wilson—T will sir, was the answer 1
gave—give us the outlines said Wilson—I then
told said Wilson I believed said Joseph Smith to
be the most philanthropic man he ever saw and
posséssed of the most pure and republican prin-
ciples, a friend to mankind, a maker of peace
and sir, had it not been that I had given heed to
his‘counsel I would have given you hell before
this time with all your mob forces, he then ob-
“served: Wight, T fear your life 13 in danger for
there is no end to the prejudice against Joe
8mith—kill and be d——q sir, was my answer.
He . answered and said there is to be a court
“martial held this nightpand will you attend sir?
1 will not, unless compelled by force, was my
“reply. He returned about 11 o’clock that night
3 nd took me sside, and said I regret to tell yo

your die is cast, your doom is fixed, you are sen.
tenced to be shot to-morrow morning on the
public square, in Far West, at 8 o’clock.
swered, shoot, and be & U8

We were in hopes said he, you would come
out against Jos Smith, but as you have not,
you will have to share the same fate with him.
I answered, you may thank Joe Smith that you
are not in hell this night; for had it not been
for him, I would have put you there. Some-
where about this time General Doniphan came
up and said to me; Colonel, the decision isa
damuned hard one, and I have washed my hands
against such cool and deliberate murder. He,
further told me,thatGeneral Graham and several
others, (names not recollected,) ware with him
in the decision, and opposed it with all their
power; that he should move his soldiers away
by day light, in the morning; that they shoulde
not witness such g heartless murder, Colonel,
I wish you well. I then returned to my fellow
prisoners, to spend another night on the cold
damp earth, and the canooy of heaven to cover
us. The night again proved a damp one. At
the removal of General Doniphan's part of the
army, the camp was thrown inio the utmost
confusion and consternation. General Lucas,
fearing the consequence of such hasty and in-
considerats measures, revoked the decree of
shooting the prisoners, and detérmiped to take
them 10 Jackson county. Conrequently, he de-
livered the prisoners over to General Wilson,
ordering him to see them safe 1o Independenee,
Jackson county. Abeut the hour the prison-
ers were to have been shot onthe public square
in Far West, they were exhibited ina wagon
in the town, all of them having families there,
but myself; snd it would have broken the heant
of any person possessing an ordinary share of
humanity, to have seen the seperation. The
aged father and mother of Joseph Smith were
not permitted to sce his face, but to reach their
hands through ths curtains of the wagon, and
thus take leave of him, When passing his own
house, he was taken cut of the wegon and per-
mitted to go into the house, but not withouta
stronyg guard, and not permitted to speak with
his family but in the presence of his guard end
hig eldest son, Joseph; about six or eight years
old, hanging to the tail of his coat, erying fa-
ther, is the mob going to kill you? The guard
teaid to him, ‘you damed litde brat, go back,
you will see your father no more.” The pris-
oners then eet out for Jackson county, accom-
!panied by Generals Lucas and Wilson, and

about three hundred troops for a guard. We
remained in Jackson county {wn ot three dnys
and nights, duing most of whick nmé the

Ian-

prisoners were treated in a gentiemanly manner,
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and boeerded at 3 hotel, for which they had af.
terwards, when confined in Liberty jail, to pay
the most extravagant price, or have their prop
erty, if any they had, attached for the same.—~
Atthis time Generai Clark had arrived st Rich.
mond, and by orders from the governor, took on
himself the command of the whole of the mili-
tia, notwithstanding General Atchison’s com-
mission was the oldest, buthe was supposed to
be too friendly to the Mormons: and therefore
dismounted, and Genera] Clark sanctioned the
messures of General Lucas, however cruel they
might_have. been; and said, he should have
done the same had he been there himself. Ac-
cordingly he remanded the prisoners from Jack-
son county, and they were taken and escorted
by a strong guard to Richmond;, threatened
several times on the way with violence and
death. They were met five miles before they
reached. Richmond, by =about one hundred
armed men, and when they arrived in town
they were thrust into an old cabin under a
atrong gusrd, I was informed by one of the
gusards, that two nights previous to their arri-
val, Geaeral Clark h3d a court martial, and the
prisoners were again sentenced to be shot; but
he being a little doubtful of his authority, sent
immediately 1o Fort Leavenworth for the mili-
tary law, and a decision {rom the United State’s
efficers, where he was duly informed, that any
such proceeding would be a cool blooded and
heartless murder. Ounthe arrival of the pris-
oners at Richmond, Joseph Smith and myself
sent for General Clark; to be informed by him
what erimes were alledged against us. Hecame

- in and said he would see us again in a2 few

minutes; shortly he returned and said he would
inform us of the ¢rimes alledged against us by
she siate of Miesouri.

“Gentlemen, you are charged with treason,
murder, arson, burglary, lareeny, theft, and
stealing, and varioua other charges too tedious

' 1o mention, at this tme;* and he lefl the room.

In sbout twenty minutes, there came in a strong
guard, together with the keeper of the peni-
tentiary of the state, who brought with hum

aWo common trace chaing, noozed together by

puttiug the small end through the ring: and
commenced chaining us up one by one, and
fastening with padlocks, about two feet apart.
In this unhgllowed situation, the prisoncrs re-
mained fifteen days, and in this situation, Gen-
eral Clark delivered us to the professed civil
authorities of the state, without any legal pro-
cess being served on vz at all, during the whole
time we were kept in chains, with nothing but
ex-parie evidence, and that either by the vilest
apostaies, or by the mob who had commitied
murder 1o the slate of Missouri, Notwithstan-

ding all this ex-parie evidence, Judge King did
infurm our lawyer, ten days previous to the ter-
mination of the trial, who he should commit
and who he shonld not; and I heard Judge
King say on Lis bench, in the presence of hun-
dreds of witnesses, that there was no law for
Mormons, and they need not expect any. Said
he, if the governor's exterminating order had
been directed to me, I would have scen it fl;l-
filed to the very letter ere this time.

After a tedious trinl of ifteen days, with ne
other witnesses but ex-parte ones, the witness.
es, for prisoners wers either kicked out of doors
or put on trial for themselves. The prisoners
‘were now committed to Liberty jail, under the
care and direction of Samuel Tillery, jailor.—
Here we were received with a sheut of indig-
nation and scorn, by the prejudiced populace.
Prisoners were here thrust into jail without 8
regular mittimaus; the jailor having to send for
onc some days after, The mercies of the jailor

were intolerable, feeding us with a scanty al-
lowance, on the dregs of coffee and tea, from

his own teble, and fetching the provisionsin &
basket, on which the chickens had roosted the
night before, without being cleaned; five days
Le fed the prisoners on huwan flesh, and from
extreme hunger I was compelled to eat it. In
this situation we were kept until about the
month of April, when we were remanded teo
Davies county for trial before the grand jury .—
We were kept under the most losthsome and
despetic guards they could produce in that
county of lawless mobs. After six or eign®
days the grand jury, (most of whom by the by,
were so drunk that they had to be carried out
and into their rooms as though they were life
lesg,) formed a fiictitious indictment, which
was ssnetioned by Judge Birch, who was the
State’s Attorney under Judge King at our ex-
parte trial, and who at that time stated that the
Mormona ought to be hung without judge or
jury, he the said judge, made out a mitlimus
without day nr date, ordering the sheriff to take
us to Columbia. The sheriff selected four men
1o guard five of us. Woe then took a circuitous
route, crossing prairies sixtieen miles without
houses, and after travelling three days the
sheriff and I were together, by ourselves five
miles from any of the rest of the company, for
tixteen miles at s stretch. The sheriff hers
observed 1o me, that he wished to God he was
lat home, and your friends and you also. The
| sheriff then showed me the miitimus, and be
{found it had neither day or date o it; and esid
the inhabitants of Davies county would be gur-
prised that the prisoners had not left them soon-
er; and said he, by God, I shsll now go much

furtherz. We were then near Yellow creek,‘
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and there were no houses nearer one way than
sixteen miles and jaleven another way; except
right on the creek. Here a part of the guard
took s spree while the balance helped us to
mount our horses; which we purchased of
them and for which they were paid. Here we
100k a change of venue and went to Quincy
without difficnlty , where we found our families
who had been driven out of the state under the
exterminating order of Governor Boggs. I nev-
er knew of Joseph Smith's holding any office,
¢ivil or military, or using any undue influence

““in religious matters during the whole routine of

+

which I bave beenspeaking.
~ LYMAN WIGHT.

Swxzy Rieoon, sworn, Says, I arrived in
Far West, Caldwell county, Missouri, on the
4th of April, 1839, and enjoyed peace and qui-
etness in common with the rest of the citizens,
wntil the August following, when great gxcite-
ment was created by the office seckers. At-
tempts were made to prevent the citizens of
Caldwell from voting. Sconafler the election,
which took place in the early part of August,
the citizens of Caldwell were threatened with
violence from those of Davis county, and other
counties adjacent 1o Caldwell.

This, the Avgust 1838, 1 may date as th:
time of the beginning of all the troubles of our
people in Caldwell county, and in all the coun®
tiss in the state, where our pecple were living.
We had lived in peace from the April previous
antil this time, but from this time till we were
all out of the state,dit was but one scene of vi-
dlence following another 1n quick suecession.

There were at this time, settlementsin Clay,
Ray, Carrol}, Caldwell, and Davis counties, as
well as some families living in other counties.
A simultsneous movement was made in all the
¢ sunties where settlements were made in every
part of the state, which scon became violent,
and threatnings were heard from every quar.
tor, Public meetings were held and the most
jnflamatory speeches made, and resolutions
pessed which denounced all the eitizensof these
gounties in the most bitter and rancorous man-
per. These resolutions were published in the
papers, and the most extensive cirsulation giv-
en to them, that the presses of the country were
capable of giving.

The first regular mob that sssembled was in
Caresll county, and their efforts were directed
egainst the settlements made in that county,
declaring their determination to drive out of
the county sll the citizens who were of our re-
ligion, and that indiseriminately, witheut re-
gard to any thing else but their religion. The
only evidence necessary to dispossess sny indi-
vidual or family, or all the evidéuce tequired

|

would be that they were Mormons, 82 we were
called, or rather that they were of the Mor-
mon religion. This was considered of itself
crime enough to cause any individual or fami-
ly to Le driven from their homes, and their
propeity made common plunder. Resolutions
to this effect'were made at public meetings held
for the purpose, and made public through the
papers of the state in the face of all law, and all
autherity.

I will now give a history of the settlement in
Carroll county.
myself and family were on our way to Far West,
we put up at a house in Carrol! county, on a
stream called 'I‘urkey creek, to tarcy for-the
night. Soon after wé stopped, a youngesdyplman
came riding up who also stopped and staid
through the night, Hearing my name men-
tioned he introduced himself to me as Henry
Root, said ke lived in that county ata litile
town called De Witt, on the Missouri river,
and had been at Far West, to get some of those
who were coming into that place, to form a
settlement a1 De Witt; spesking highly of the
advantages of the situation, and soliciting my
interference in his behalf, to obtain 2 number
of families to eommence at that place, as he
was a large proprietor in the town plat. He of-
fered a liberal share in all the profits which
might arise from the sale of property there, to
those who would aid him in getting the place
settled. In the morning we proceeded on our
journey.

Some few weeks asfter my arrival, the said
Henry Root, in company with & mau by the
name of David Thomas, came to Far West on
the same bnsiness; and after much solieltation
on their part, it was agreed that a seitlemant
should be made in that place, and in the July
following, the first families removed there, and
the settlement soon increased, until in the Oc-
tober following, it consisted of some seventy
families. By this time & regular mob had col-
lected, strongly armed; and had obtained pos-
session of & cannon, and statiored g mile ortwo
from the town. ‘The citizens being nearly ail
new comers, had to live in their tents and wag-
ong, and were exerting themselves to the ut-
termost to get houses fur the approsching win~
ter. The mob commenced committing their
depredations on the citizens, by not suffering
them to procure the matesials for buildisg,
keeping them shut up in the tuwn, potsllow-
ing them to go out to get provisions, driving off
iheircattle, and preventing the owners from
going in search of them.
zens wero driven o the greatest extremities,
actually suffering for food and every comfort of
life, in consequence of which there was much
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sickness and many died; femalca gave birth to
children without a house to shelter them, and
in consequence of the exposure, many suffered
great afflictions and many died.

Hearing of their great sufferings, a number
of the men of Far West determined on going
to see what was doing there. Accordingly we
started, eluded the vigilance of the mob, and
notwithstanding they had sentinels placed on
all the principal ronds, to prevent relief from
being sent to the citizens, safely arrived in De
Witt, and found the people us above stated.

During the time we were there, every effort
that could be, was made to get the authorities
of the country to interfere and scatter the mob.
The jetbse of the circuit court was. petitionedy
but without success, and after that the govern-
or of the state, who returned for answer theat
the citizens of De Witt had got into a difficuliy
with the surrounding country, and they might
getout of it; for he would have nothing to do
with it, or this was the answer that the messen-
ger brought when he returned.

The messenger was a Mr. Caldwell, who
owned a ferry on Grand river, about three miles
from De Witt, and was an old settler in the
place.

The citizeus were completelv besieged by
the mob, no man was at liberty to go out,. nor
‘any to come in. The extremisies 1o which the
people were driven, were very grest, suffering
with much sickness, withoat shelter, and de-
prived of all aid aither medical erany other kind,
and being without food or the privilegeofgetting
i, and betrayed by every man who made the
least pretension to frindship; a notable instance
of which I will here give asa sample of many
others of a similar kind. There was neither
bread noz flour o be had in the place; a steam-
boat landed there and application was made 1o
get four but the eaptain eaid there was none
on board. A maxn then offered his services 10
get fHour fos the ploce; hnowing, he said, where
there was & quautity. Money was given to
him for that purpose; he got on the boat and
want off; and that was the last we heard of the
man or the money. This was a man who had
been frequently in Do Witt during the sicge,
and professed great friendship. In thistime of
extremity & man who had a short time before
moved inte. De Witr, bringing with him a fine
yoke of catile, started out to hunt his catue,
in order to butcher thom to keep the eitizens
frour actval starvation, but belora He got but s
little way from the town, he was fired upon by
the mob and narrowly escaped with hislifesnd
had to return, or 8t least, such was his report
when he returned. Being now completely in-
slosed on svery side, we could plainly see many

men on the opposite side of the river, and it
was supposed that they were there to prevent
the citizens from crossing, and indeed a small
craft erossed from them with three men in it,
who said that that was the object for which
they had assembled. :

At this critical moment,with death staring us
in the face, in its worst form; cut off from all
communicotion with the surrounding country,
and all our provisions exhausted, we were sus-
tained as the children of Israel in the desert,
anly by different animals. They by quails, and
us by cattle and hogs which came walking into
the camp, for such it truly was, a8 the people
were living in tents and wagons, not being
privileged with building houses.  What wasto
be done in thie ex‘tremity? why, recourse was
had to the only means of sublsistence left, and
that was to butcher the cattle and hogs which

came into the place, withont asking who was.

the owner, or without knowing, and what to
me is remarkable, is, that a sufficient number
of animals came into the camp to sustain life
during the time in whicli the citizens were thus
besieged by the mob. This indeed was but
coatse living, but such as it was, it sustained
life.

From 4his cireumstance, the cry went out
that the eitizens of De Witt, were thieves and
plunderers, and were stealing cattle and hogs,
During this time the meb of Carroll county said
that all they wanted was that the citizens of
De Witt should leave Carroll county andgo to

Caldwell and Davies eounties. The citizens

finding that they must leave De Witt, or evegs,

tually starve, finally agraed to” leave; and se-
cordingly preparations werz made and De Witt

wasg vacatad. The first mo-ning after we left,

we put up for the nightin a grove of timber,

Soon after our arrival in the grove, a female
who a short tima before had given birth toa
chid, in consequence of the exposure died. A
grave was dug in the grove, and the next
morning the body was deposited{in it without s
coffin, and the company proceeded on their
journey; part of them going to Davies connty
and part into Caldwell: This was in the month

of Qetober, 1038,
In a short time after their arrival in Davies

and Caldwell counties, messengers arrived in-
forming the new citizens of Caldwell and Da-
vles, that the mob was marching to Davies
eountiy, with their cannon with them, threat-
ening death to the ecitizens, or else that they
should gl leave Davies coynty. This caused
other efforts to be made to get the authorities
1o interfere. I wrots two memorials, one to
ths governor, and one to Austin A, Kiag cir-
cuit judge, imploring their sssistance and in-
tervontion to protect the citizens of Davies

www.LatterDayTruth.org



31

against the threatened violence of the mob.—
These memorinls were accompanied with af.
fidavits which eould leave no doubt on the

®  mind of the governor or judge, that the citiztns
. . before mentioned were in sminent danger. At
this time things began to assume an alarming
aspect both to the citizens of Davirs and Cald.
well counties. Mobs were forming all around
°lhe country, declaring that they wonld drive
the people out of the state. This made our ap-
peals to the authorities more deeply solicitous
ag the danger increased, and very soon after

this the mobs commenced their depredations;
which was a general syastem of plunder: tear-

ing down fences, expesing all within the feld,
to destruction, and driving off every animal

they could find.
Sometime previous to this, in cemequence of

the threatenings which were made by mobs,
or those who were being formed into mobs,
and the abuses committed by them on the per-
sons and property of the citizens; an association
was formed, called the Danite band.

This, as far as I was acquainted with it, (not
being myself one of the numbher, neither was
Joseph Smith, Senior,) was for mutual protec-
tion against the bands that were forming, and
threatened to be formedy for the professed ob-
jectof committing violence vn the property and
persons of the citizens of Davies and Caldwel}
counties. They had certain signs and words
by which they could know one ancther, either
by day or night. They were bound 1o keep
those signe and words secret; so that no other
person or persons than themselves could know
them~ When any of these persons were as.

s sailed by any lawlesa band, he would make it

- xnown to others who would flee to his reliefat
he risk of life. In this way they sought to
defend each others lives and property, but they
werte sirictly enjoined not to touch any person,
only those who were engaged in acts of vie-
lence against the persons or property of one of
their own number or one of thuse whose life

and property they had bound themselves to de-
fend.
This organization was in existence when the

mobs evmmenced their’ most violent attempts
upen the citizens of the before menyeged coun-
tics, and from this association arese all the
hotror afterwards expressed by the mob at
some secret clan known as Danites.

The efforts made to get the nuthorities to in-
terf{ere at this time was attended with asome
puccess, The miii!ia wern ordaxed out under

Py

e

Liay county, Brxgadler Generals Domphan, of
Clay, and Parks, of Ray county, who marched
their troops to Davies county, where they found

a large mob, and General Atchison said in my

presence, he took the following singular meth-
od to disperse them. He erganized them with
his trocps as part of the militiz called out, to
suppress and arrest the mob; after having thus
organized them, discharged them and all the
rest of the troops as haviog no further need for
their services, and =ll returned home. —

This however, seemed only to give the mob.
more ¢ourage to -increase their exertions with
redoubled vigor. They boasted afler that, that
the authorities would not punish them, and
they would do as they pleased. Ina very short
time their efforts were renewed with a deter-
mination not to cease until they had driven the
citizens of Caldwell and such of the citizens ot
Daviesas they had marked out as victims, from
the state. A man by the name of Cornelius
Gillum who resided in Clay county, and form-
erly sheiiff of said county, organized a band
who painted themselves like Indians, and had
a place of rendezvous et Hunter’s Millson a
stream called Grindstore. Ithink it was in
Clinton county, the county west of Caldwell
and between it and the west line of the state.
From this place they would sally out and com-
mit their depredations, Efforis were again
made to get the autharities 1o puta stop to these
renewed outrages, and again General Dznipban
and General Parks were called out with such
portions of thteir respective Lrigades as they
might deem necessary to suppress the mob, or
rather mobs, for by this time there were a num-
ber of them, General Doniphan came to Far
West, and while there, recommended to the au-
thorities of Caldwell to have the militia of said
county called out 8sa necessary measure ot
defences; assuring us that Gillum had a large
mob on the Grindstene, and his object was 1o
make a descent upon Far West, burn the tewn
and kil or disperse the inbabiian’s; and that
it wgs very ncecessary that an effeotive force
should be ready to oppose him, or he would ac-
complish his object.

The militia was accordingly called out. He
also said that there had better be a strong force
gent to Davies county to guard the citizens
there: he recommended that 1o aveid any diffi-
culties which might arise, they had bettergo in
verysmall parties, without arms, so'that no le~
gal advantage could be taken of them, Iwiil
here give 8 short account of the courts and ine
ternal affairs of Misssouri, for the information
of those who are not acquainted with the same.

Missouri has three courtsof law peculiar to
that-state. The supreme court, the elrcuit
court and the county eourt. ‘The two former,
about the same 8s in many other states of the
Union. The county court, is composed of three
judges, elected by the people of the respective
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counties. Thiscourt ie in some reepects like
the court of probate in Illinois, or the asurro-
gate’s court of New York; but the powers of
this court are more extensive than the courts
of lllinvis or New York. The judges, or any
one of them, of the county court of Missouri,
has the power of issuing habeas corpus, in all
cases where arrests are made within the coun-
ty where they preside. They bave also all the
power of justices of the peace in civil, as well
as crimine] cases; for instance, & warrant may
bae obtained from one of these judges, by affi-
davit, and a person artested under such war-
rant. From snother of these judges, 2 habeas
corpus may issue. and the person arrested be
ordered before him, and the character of the
arrest be inquired into, and ifin the opinion of
the judge, the person ought not to be holden by
virtve of raid peocese, he has power to discharge
him. In the internal regulation of the affuirs
of Missouri, the counties in some respecis are
nenrly as independent of each other as the sev-
eral states of the Union. No considerable
number of men armed, can pass out of one
county into, or through another county, with-
out first obtaining the permission of the judges
of the county court, or some one of them, oth-
-erwise they are liable to be arrested by the or-
derof said judges, and ifin their judgement
they ought not thusto pass, they are ordered
back from whence they came; and in case of
refusal, are subject 10'be arrested or even shot
dowan in case of resistance. The judges of the
county court or any one of them, have the pow-
er to call out the militia of said county wpon
affidavit being made to them for that purpose,
by any of the citizens of said county; shewing
it just, in the judgement of such judge or judg-
es, why said milita should be called out to de-
fend any portion of the citizens of said county.
The following is the course of proceedure: Al
fidavit is made before one or any number of the
judges, setting forth, that the citizens of said
county, or apy particular portion of them, is
cither invaded or threatened with invasion by
some unlawful assembly whereby their liber-
tieg, lives or property may be unlawfully taken,
When such affidavit is made 10 any one of the
Judges or all of them, it is the duty of him or
them, before whom euch affidavit is made, to0
igsue an order to the sheriff of the county, to
meke requisition upon the commanding office

county judger, independently of any other cive ’

i} authority of the Siate,

Ia case that the militia of the county is in-
suflicient to quell the rioters, and secure the
citizens against the invaders, then recourse cun
‘be had to the judge of the circuit court, who
hae the same power over the militia of his ju-
dicial district, as the county judges have over

o g )
the militia of the county, And incase of in-

sufficiency in the militia of the judicial distriet
of the circuit jndge, recourse can be had to the
governor of the state, and il the miliua of the
state called out, and if this should fail, then
the governor can call on the President of the
United States; and all the forces of the natien
be put ufidetr arms.

1 bave given this expose of the internal reg-
ulations of the affairs of Missouri, in order that
the court may clearly understand what I have
before said on this subject, and whatI may
hereafter say on it.

It was in view of this order of things thar
General Doaiphan, who is a lawyer of some ce-
lebiity in Missouri, gave the recommendanon
he did at Far West, when passing into Davies
county with hia troops, for the defence of the
citizens of said county, It wasin consequence
of this, that he said, thst those of Caldwell
county which went into Davies county, should
go in small parties, and unarmed, in which
condition they were not subjeet to any arrest
from any authority whatever.

In obedience to ithese recommendations the
militia of Caldwell county was calied out; af-
fidavit haviog been made toone of the judges

/”‘.‘.

of the county, setting forth the danger which -

it wes believed the citizens were infrom g large
marsuding party assembled under the cormmand
of one Corpelivs Gillum, oz 2 stream called
Grindstone. When affidavit wes made to this
effect, the judge'issued his order to the sheriff
of the county, and the sheniff to the comman-
dieg officer, who wes Colonel G, M. Hinkle,
and thus were the militia of the cSunty of Cald-
well put under military orders,

General Doniphan however, instead of going
inio Davics county, soen sfter he left Far West
returned ek to Clay county with all his troops,
giving as his reasun, the mutipous characier of
histroops; which he seld would join the meb,
1e believed, instead of aciing against them;
and that be had not power to resirzin them,

of the militia of said couvnty, to have immedi-
ately put under military order such a portion of
the militia underhis command as may be neces
sary for the defence of the-eitizens of suid
connty.

In this way the militia of any county may be
called oul st any time deemed necessary by the

Ina day or two afterwards, Genera!l Parks of
Ray county, slso came to Far West, and esid
that he hadsent on a number of troops to Da.
vieg COURLY 10 aci in conceri with General Don-
iphan. He also made the same complaint con-
cerning his troops, that Doniphan hed, doubting
greatly whether they would render any service
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S ibuse 10 Duvivs whe were thfeaivned witn

&lolence by the mobs aesembling; but on hear-,

‘ing that Doniphan, instead of going to Davies
/ esunty hed returned to Clay, followed his ex-
! smple ond nrdered his troops back to Ray coun-
f ty, and thus weie the citizens of Caldwell coun-
£  ty and those of Davies county, who were mark-
ed outas victims by the mob, left to defend
taemselves the best way they could. "
What I have here siated in relation to Gen-
erals Doniphan and Parks, were conversativns
bac between myself and them, about which I
cannot be mistaken, unlessmy memory has be-
trayed me.
YA"'/ The militia of the county of Caldwell were
now all under requisition, nrmed and equipped
: according to law. The mob after all the au-
" thorities of the State had been recalled, except
the force of Caldwell county, commenced the
work of destruction in earnest; showing ade-
termination to sccomplish their ohject. Far
West, where I resided, which was the shire
town of Caldwell county, was placed under
the charge of a captain by the name of Killian,
wheo made my houss hishead quartefs; other
portions of the troops were distributed in differ-
ent places in the county, wherever danger was
apprchended.  In consequence of Capiain Kiil-
Jang® meking my house his head quariers, I was
pui in possession of all that was going on, as all
intelligence in relation 16 the operations of the
mob was communicated to bim. Intelligence
was received daily of depredations being com-
)mined not only against the property of the citi-
" ens, but other persons; many of whom when
‘stiending to their business, would be surprised,
"”T‘C\and taken by maranding parties, tied up and

oSS
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whipped ina most desperate manner. Such

| outrages were common during the progress of
fthese extraordinary scenee, and all kinds of
depredations were eommitted. Men driving

. their teams to and from mills where they got
gxindmg done, would be surprised and taken,

\)’ their persons abused, and their teams, wagons,
and loading all taken as booty by the plunder-

{ ers. Fields were throwd open and all within
@m exposed to the destruction of such ani-

maas o8 chose tv enter, Cattle, horses, hogs
and sheep were driven off, and a general system
of plunder and destraction of all kinds of prop-
erty, carried on fo the great snnoyancs of the
c‘nizcna of Caldwell, and that portion of the cit-
$zens of Davies marked as victime by the mod.
One sfiernoon a messenger arrived at Far West
caling for help, saying that & bandiui had
erossed the south line of Caldwell, and were
engaged in threatening the citizens with dealh
if they did not leave their homes and go out of
the state within & very short time; the time not

prucisely recollected; but I think it wss the
next day by ten o'clock, but of this I am not
certnin. He said they were seiting five 10 the
praities, in view of'bummg houses and desola
ting farms, that they had setfire to a ‘wagon
Joaded with goods and they were all consumed;
that they had also set fire 1o a hiouse, and when
he left, it was burning down. Such was the
situation of aflairs at Far West at that lime,
that Captain Killien could not spsre any of his
forces, as 8n attack was hourly expected at Far
West. The messenger went off, and I heard
no more about it, till rome time the night fol-
lowing, when 1 was awskened from sleep by
the voice of some man spparently giving com-
mand to a military body, being somewhst un-
well, I did not get up. Some time after [ got
vp in the morning, the sherif of the coun.
ty stopped et the door, and eaid thar Dae
vid Patten, had had abattle with the meb last
night at-crooked river, and that several were
kitled snd a number wounded s that Palten was
among the number of the wounded, and his
wound supposed to be mortal. After I had ta-
ken breakfast another gent}eman called, giving
me the same account, and asked me if T would
not take my horse and ride out with him and
see what was done. Iagreed to do so, and we
started, aud "after going some three or four
miles, met a company coming' inte Far West,
we turned and went back with them. )
This mob proved 1o be that, headed by ths
Reverend Samuel Bogsard, a methodist preacher,
and the battle was called the Bogard Batile.
After this battle there was a shortseason of qui-
et, the mobs disappeared, and the militia returs.
ed to Far West; though they were not dischar-
ged, but remained under orders until it should
be known how the matlier would turn. In the
space of a few daye, it was said thata Jarge body
of armed men were enlering the south part of
Caldwell County. The county court ordered
the military to ge and enguire what weas their
object, in thus coming into the county without
petmission. The miiitary started as commaded.
and litvie or no infor mation wasreceived at Far
West about their movemenis until jate the next
afiernnon, when a large srmy was descried ma-
king their way towards Far West. Far West
being an elevated sitvation, the srmy was dis-
covered while anumber of miles fiom the placs.
Their object was entirely unknows to the citi-
zens s far ax I had any hnowledge on the sub-
ject; and every man I heard spesk of their ob.
jeet, expressed as preat ignorance &s myself—
They reached a small stream on the esstside o
the town, which was studded with timber onf
its banks and for perhaps from half e mile o a
mile on the east side of the stream, an hour be-
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fore sundown. There the main body Lnlled.{ dingly started to their camp. When we cam,
in sightof their camp the whole army was on,

and soon after a detrchment under the com L

mand of Brigadier Gencra! Don'phan, march-| parade, marching toward the town, we ape.
ed towards the lown in line of battle. This i proached and met them, and were informed by
body was preceded, probably three fourths of[Luc as that we were prisoners of war. A scens
& mile in advance of them, by a man cnrrymg;i followed that would defy any mortel to describe,
a white flag, who approached withio s few!ia howling was set up, that would put any thing
rods of the easters boundary of the town, and; *I ever hea.rd before or since at defiance, I
demanded three persons, who were in the lown.' thought at the time it hid no paraliel except it

to be rent lo the'r camp, after which the whole! mxghtbe in the perdition of ungodly men. They

!

“tatoes, turnips,

towm, he eaid, would be masvacred. When the
pereons who were ingqu red for, were informed,
they refired to go, determined to share the
common fate of the citizens. One of those
persons did not belong to the *Churchof Lat-
“ter Da§ Saints” His name s Adun: Lightner,
@ merchant in that city.

The white flag returned to the camp. To the
force of General Dyniphan, was the small force,
‘of Caldwell militia, under Colonel Hinkle, op-:
posed. Who also marched in line of battle tof
the exstern line of the town. The whole force!
of Colonel Hinkle did not excecd three hundred
‘men—that of Doniphan, perhaps three timeS.
that number. I was no way connected with the!
militia, being over age, neither was Joseph Smith !
Senior. I went into the line formed by Colonel
Hinkle though unarmed, and stood among J)e
rest fo await the result, and had a full view 01,
both forces, and stood there.
within rifle shot of each other, About the set- |t

ting of the sun Doniphan ordered his army tore-
timn to the carop at the Creek:

consulted what was best to do—by what author-
ity the army was there no one could tell, es f
as T know—it was agreed to build through the
night a sort of fortification, and if we must fight, |
sell our lives as dear as we conld, accordingly al

 the sound fo be 1 every part of the army. Gens

The armies were !! us.
!to e by G
' put on any trial.
they wheeled !
‘and marched off.  After they had retired, it wes

i held @ Court Martial ards

"had acannon, I conld distineily bear the guns
“as the locks were sprung, which appeared from

ral Doniphan came riding up where we wers, Y
and swore by his maker that he would hew the %

(first man down. that cocked 2 gun, ore o two
{other officers on horseback also rode
!ing those who had cocked their guns to uncock

up, order-

them or they would be hewed down with thelr
‘| swords, we were conducted into their camp and

! made to lay on the ground through the night.

This was latein October—we were Lept here
for two. days and two nights, Jt commenced
raining and snowing until we were completely -

‘drenched and being compelled to lay on the

!ground which had became very wet and the we-
‘ter was running round us and under us—what
- consultation the officers and others had in relse .
ion to ihe disposition which was to be made of
Tam en xrelv indebted to the repcrt made,
seneral Doniphan as )
General Ev«

1

t § o’clock the next mo

P
tial was carpowd of seventeen prezchers

hands went to work, rails, house-legs, and wag- : some of the principal officers of the army——Sem-

gons, were all putin requisition, and the eawt,
line of the town as well secured as could be done|
by ‘the men and means, and the short time allow- |
ed; experling an attack in the morning. The]
morning at length came and that day passed a- |
way and stil nothing done; but plundering tne'

corifields, shooting cattle and hogs, steaimv

‘horses a1d robbing }mu:ec and carryingoff po-
and all such things as the army |
of General Lucas could get, for such in the event |
the 7 proved to be.
manded, by Simuel D, 2 Deacon in the,
P. esb,te?‘xan church, The nextcame and ther |

The mam body being mm-é

ncqq

" jt was ascertained that they w ere there by order

cf the Gove:nor, |
A demand was made for Joseph Smith Senior, E

L}'m§n Wight, George W. Robinson, Parley P,

" Pratt, and myself, to go into their camp with |

this demand we instantly complied and accor- I

wel D. Lucas presided— Doriphan
said “that neither himself nor his brigade should’ .
have any hand in the shooting, th y
g ffhort of cold blooded murder and left the
Court Moartial and ordered hibrigade to prepare
and march off the «round »

This was probably the reazon V\vuj the ézé
not carry the decision of ihe (‘cur rial zma
efdect. hat we s?zm!a te
carried into Juckson counly, sceor iy on the
third day afier our a. u»t the army was 2l pae
d,

I was finally agreed th

rate

we wers

the towns—our fumilles having heard thal we
were to be brought to town ihal morning to be
shot,.. When we arrived 2 scene ensued such as
might be expected, under the circurgstances, I
was permitted to go alone with my family inte
the house, there I found my family so completes

ly plundered of all kinds of food that they bad,
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/ nothing to eat but parched corn which they
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ground with a hand mill, and thus were they
sustaining life. I soon pacified my family and
allayed their feelings by assuring them that the
ruffians dared not kill me. I gave them strong
assurances that they dared not do it, and that |
would return to them ugain.  After this inter-
view [ took my leave of them, and returned to
the waggon got in and we were ‘all started off for
Jackson county. Before we reached the Mis-
souri river a man came riding along the line ap-
parently in great haste. I did not know his bu-
siness. When we got to the river Lucas came
o me and told me that he wanted us to hurry,
as Jacob Stollings had arrived from Far West
with a message from Gen. John C. Clark order-
ing him to return with us to Far West as he
was there with a large army, he sald he would
not comply with the demand, but did not know
but Clark might send an army to take us by
force. We were hurried over the river as fast
as possible with as many of Lucas’ army as
could be sent over at one time and sent hastily
on, and thus we were taken to Indepencence
the Shire town of Jackson county, and put into
&n old house and a strong guard placed over us,
In a day or two they relaxed their severity, we

were talen to the best tavern in town and there

boarded, and treated with kindness—we were
permitted to go and come at our pleasure with-
out any zuard.  After some days Colonel Ster-
Ting G. Price arrived from Clark’s army with 2
demand to have us taken to Richmond, Ray
county, It ‘was difficalt to get a guard fog
with us, indeed, we solicited them to send one

with us, and finally got a few men to go and we ;
: Senior and mysell

started; after we had crossed the DMissouri, on

our way to Richmond, we met a number of very

Fough looking . fellows, and as rough acting as
they were looking, they threatened our lives.—
We solicited our guard to send to Richmond for
& stronger force to guard us there, as we consid-
ered our lives in danger. Sterling G. Price met
us with a strong force and conducted us to Rich-
mond where we were put in close confinement.

One thing I will here mention which I forgot
—while we were at Independence Iwas intro-
duced to Russell Hitks, a Jawyer of some note
in the country. Inspeaking on the subject of
our arrest and being torn from our families, said
be presumed it was another Jackson couniy

|

i

scrape.  He said the Mormons had been driven
from that county and that without any offelice

on their part. He sald he knew all about it,%

they were driven off because the people feared,
their political influence. And what was said a-!
inst the Mormons was only to justify the mob!
in the eyes of the world for the course they bad
taken. He said this was another scrape of the|
game kind. Y M

i

tellus
"hands of the ¢ivil autt
i debled to what 1 ib
! them say that General Clark

This Rassell Hicks, by bis own confession,
was one of the principal leaders in the Jackson
county meb. - AT

After this digression I will return—The same
day that we arrived at Richmond, Price came in-
to the place where we were, with a number of
armed men, who immedisiely, on entering the
the room cocked their gups, another followed
with chains in his hands, and we were ordered
to be chained all together—a strong guard was
placed in and around the house, and thus we
were secured. The next day General Clark
came in, and we were introduced to him—tbe
awkward manner in which he entered and his
apparent embarrassment was such as to force
a smile from me. e was then asked for what
he had thus cast us into prison?—io this ques-
tion he could not or did not give a direct an-
swer. He said he would let us know in a few
days, and after 2 few more awkward and un-
couth movements he withdrew. After he went

"out I asked some of the mfard what was the
=3

matter with General Clark, that made him 2p-
pear so ridiculous? They said be was near
sighted: Treplied that I was misteken il be were

civil process bad i
{ollowed until General Cla
tell that we

vk

were |

belore
have the priv

leaving Coles eo

was engaged in seareh
find authority for so doing; but ke
ficult as we were not military mern and did not
beleng io the miiliie; but he had semt to Ford
Leavenworth for che military code of law, and
he expected, afier he got the laws, o fad law
1o jusiify him in ghooting us.

Tmust here s gain digress, o velate @ oireume

stapce which 1 forgotin ite ploce. I
that Clavk hnd given a mitiary order (o some
persens who haa applivd 1o him for it; 1o go e

velaime

sur housed and inke such gosds as i
ed, Tne goods claimed, were goods soid by
the sheriffof Caldwell county on an excouticn,
which 1 had purchased ot the rale. The man
wed, avalle

againsl whons the execotion was is
2d himself of thet time of vouble to go snd
nd them—

wke the poods wherever he could £
I nsked Clerk if he had given sny such authore
ity. He said that an epplication had been mads
to him for such an order, bat he said, ** your

lady wrote me n letter, requesting ms not s de -

www.LatterDayTruth.org



~—"During the time that Clark was examining the
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tt—teliing me that the gouds had becn purcoas
ed at the sherifi*s sale, and 1 would not grant}
the order.” 1did not, st the time, suppas
that Clark, in this, had Larefacedly lied; but
the s2quel proved he had—for some time afier-
wards, behold there comes a man to Richmond
with the order, and shewed it to ine, signed by
Clark. 'The man said he had been at our house,
and taken all the goods he could find. So much
for a lawyer, a Methodist, and very pious man
at that time in religion, and a major general of
Missouri.

military law, there were some thing took p!az:e!:
which may be proper 1o relate in this place. [ i
beard a plan Jaying among a number of thosel!
who belonged to Clark’s srmy, and some of}
them officers of high rank, to go to Far West,
and commit violence on the persons of Joseph
Smith Seniors wife, and my wife and daugh-
ters.

This gave me rome uneasinesa. I gotan op-
portunity to send my family word of their de-
sign, and to muke such srrangements as they
could to guard against their vile purpose. The
time at last arrived, and the party started for
Far West. I waited with painful anxziety for
their return. Afiera number of days, they
returned. 1 listened to all they said, to find!

ut, if possible, what they had done. One
night, I think the very night afier their return,’

I hesrd them relating 1o some of those who'lj !

had not been with them, the evenis of zlzre‘,
adventure, Inguiry wes madeabout theirsuc-
cessin the particular ohjectof their visit to Far!
. West. The substance of what they said in an-
‘Bwer, was, * thst they had passed and repassed
both houses, and saw the femalee, but there
were 80 many men about the town, that they
dare not vexture for fear of being detected, ané
their numbers were not sufficient to accomplis
anything if they had made the at tempt,
they came off witheut trying.”
No civil process of any kiné had been fesued
against us: we were there held in Juress without
knowing what for, or what charges were to be

and

preferred against us. At last, afier long sus-
pense, General Clark csme into the prison, pre-

i journment of the eourtinthe even
: yers would come into the prison, snd thers the

nutabie Avsun A, Ky, (SR
court, took the sent, and we wers ordered b
fore Wim for wial, Thomas Birch, Feg., prose~
cuting stiorney.  All things being arranged,
the tiinl opened. No pspers were vead to us,
no'charges of any kind were preferred, nordid
we know agsinst what we had wplead. OQur

Judge iz

evimes had yet to be found vut.-

we requests d that we
might be t:ied separately s but this wasreluscd,
Wit

and the sweusring rommens

At the commencenent,

end we were all put on tris] vogeiher
nesses sppeared,
ced. It was so pleinly manifested by the judge
that he wanted the witnesses 10 prove us m:’s:y
of treascn, that o person cou'd aveld see'ng
it. The same feelings were also vis:ble in the
Srates” Attorney. Judge King made an obsgre
vation something to this effecr, as he was give
ing directicns to the seribe, who was emplayed
to write down the testimony—~* that he wauted
all the testimony direcied to certain poinis e
Being taken sick a: sha early stage of the wisl,
{ hsd neot the opportunity of hearing bot &
emall part of the tesiimony when it was delive
ered before the court,

During the progress of the mm;a ter the ads
ing, our laws

matters would be talked over.

The propriety of our sending for
wa3 also discussed. Our atornies s’ésé
I recommend Wy, us not to
Dom;z«
for the juod
put us inte prison, if & toho:mf ang

1&‘2:2}&3&@%

nee at thet wisl.
ould aveail us nothing,

WO

aad
t, he said that if we were 10 %‘;we 0

to come and sweas thal we were innocent:

beside tha

the court the naomes of our witnesses, thers

was & band there ready to go, end they would

go snd drive them out of the country, o nrresd

them and bave them cast into prison, 1o preve
azing, or elss killthem, It

fnally concluded 1o let

pl’f‘s?ﬁf.

- Duriw i'f\ : ;ro

%

them from-swe

wa

the mazlier be go for th

®

senting himself about as awkwardly ssat firgr, |} 853
i

aud informed us, * that we would be put into the.
hands of the civil He said he did

guthorities,

pot know precigely what erimes would be char.j ¥

ged sgainst us, but they would be within the!
range of treason, murder; burg'ary, urson, Tar
ceny, theft and stealing” Hire againanother
smile was forced, and I could not refrain, a¢
the expeuse of this would-be great man, in
whom, hé gaid, “the faith of Missouri wasi
pledged.» Afier Jong and swful suspense, the

us with dezsﬁ

the Srate; and I mus

I heard a pany of z‘mm ong might ng
ebout some female whose person they bad
violated, and this faﬂwage s used by one of

them: ¢ The damued biich, how sbe yailed?”

Who this perws was, I did not know; but be-,
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fure ! gut out of prisun, 1 heard that a widow.
whose husband had died some few months be-
fure, with ,consumption. had been brutally vi-
‘.'ued by 8 gang of therr,and died in their hands.
leaving tlreg little children, in whose presence
the scene of brutality took plaee,

After Igrtout of prison, and had smived ir
Quiney IHinois, I met a strrnge man ia the
street, who was inquiring and inquired of me
respecting a circumsrance of this kind—sayiny
he had heard of it. and wason his way gorng to
Missouri to get the children if he could find
them. He said the woman thus_murdered was
his sister, or his wife's sister, T am not positive
which. The man waa in great agitation. What
suceens he had I know nct

The trial at last ended, and Lyman Wight,
Joteph Smith Senior, Eyrum Smith, Caleb
Baldwin, Alexander McRea, and myself were
sent 1o jail in the village of Liberty, Clay coun-
1y Missouri.

We were kept there from three to four
months; after which time we were brought our
on habeas corpus before one of the county
judges. During the hearing under the habeas
eorpus, I had, for the first time, sn opportanity
of hesring the evidence, &s it was all written
and read before the court.

It appesred from the evidence, that they at-|
tempred to prove us guilty of treason in conse-!
guence of the milita of €aldwell county be
ing undee s at the time that General Lucas®
srmy cameto Far West. This calling out of
the militia, was what they founded the charge
of treason upon——an account of which I have
given sbove. The'vharge of murder was foun-
ded on the fact, that 8 man of their number,
they gaid, had been killed in the Bogard
battle.

The other charges were founded on things
which took place in Davies. As [ was not in
Davies county at that time, I cannot téstify any-
thing nbout them.

A few words about this written testimony,

1 do wot now recollect of one single point,
sbout which testimony was given, with which
I wasacquainted, Lut was misrepresented, nor
one solitary witness whose teatimony was there
written, thut did not awear falsely; and in ma.
ay instances I connct see how it could avoid
being intentional onths partof those who testis

can ever put onit, is, thatthey swure thingeto

i be true which they did not know to beso,

and thie, to me, is wilful perjury.

This trial lasted for & lony time, the result
of which was, that I wes ordercd to he dise
cha-ged from prison, and the rest remanded
baci; but | wes told by thowe why prefessed
to be my friends, thatit winld not ¢y for me to
go ot of jail at that time, as the mob were
watcling, and wea'd most cerainly take my
life—ard when I gotout, that | musticave the
State, for the mot, availing themselves of the
extérminating order of Governcr Begge, would,
if I were found in the State, surely take my
lif.—that I had noway toescape them but to
flee with all spced from the State. It wrssome
ten days sfier thisbefure I dare leave the jail.
Atlast the evening came in which I was to
feave the jail\ Every p-eparation was made
that couldbe mude fir my escape. There was
& carriage ready to take mein and carry meoff
with all speed. A pilot was ready—one who
was well acquainted with the country—to pilot
methrough the country so that [ might not go
on any of the public roads. My wife came
te the jail toaccompany me, of whose society
[ had been deprived for four months, Justat
datk, the sheriff and jailer came 1o the jail
with gur supper. Isat down snd ate. Thers
were a number watching. After I Liad suppad,
I whispered 1o the jailcr 1o blow cut 2! the
candles but one, snd step away from the door
with that one. Al this was dome. The shers
iff then took me by the arm, and an aprarent
scuffle ensved--so much so, thet those who
were watching, did not know who it wasthe
sheriff was scuffling with, The sherif kept
pashing me towards the door, and I apparectly
resisting, until we reached the door, which wsa
quickly opened snd we both reached the street.
He took me by the hand snd bade me farewsll,
telling me to moke my eecape, whick Idid
with ol poseible speed. The night was dark.
Afler 1 hed gone probably one hundred rods, [
heard soms person coming afier me in haste.
The thought struck me in & moment that the
mob was afier me. I drew a pistol and cocked
ity determined not to be teken a'ive. Whea
the person approaching me spoke, 1 knew his
voice, and he speedily came to me. In s few
minutes I hearda horse coming. Iagainsprung
my pistol coek. Againa velce saluted my ears

fied—Tforall of them did swearthings thot I am
satisfied they knew to be faise at the time—and
it would be herd i0 perausde me to the con-
trary.

There were things there said, so uiterly with-
out foundation in truthe-se much so--that the

persons swearing, must, at the time of swear-
ing, heve Loown it. The bsst counstrustien ]

=

that I was scquainted with. The man cams |
speedily up and seid he, hod come 1o pilot we
through the country. I now recoliected I had
left my wifein the jeil. I mentioneditto them,
and one of them rewurned, and the other and
mysell pursued cur journey as swiflly s we
could. After L had gonsabout thres miles, my

www.LatterDayTruth.org



38

wife overtook meins carripge, into which I got,
zod werode all night. It wasanopen carriage,
‘andin the month of February 183%, We got e
| . “the hnule of an vcquaintance just ds day ap-
. {)earad There I put up pntil the next morning: |
"~ when Tstarted againsnd reached a place called
" Tesny’s vae, aod b my great surprise, !
_here found ‘my fawmily, snd was again nnited

" awith them, ufter a0 phscncenf fuur momh- un
“der the most painful cironmstunces. - From

*  4thencs I made my way to Illinois, where T
now am.. My wife, .aTier l ‘lefi her, went di-
" xeetly to Far West and got ihe family under
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wuy, aod all unexpectedly met at lennys
Grove“ ;o .
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smd arrest apdi imprisonment compifined of Ju s2id Petia
tion, and thal the sid Sihl be dischan ged for wan of sub.
stanc® in the warran!, apen which Le was hrrenied] s well
as upen the meryils vl paid case, and thst hcgo h:we wilhe
owtday, T, i Y

2 Pow. o Ta
. In trmmnnv “I:trecf I bave tercuntg btt my
L s. ,band and affixed x'ne seal of said Conr:, &1 the c.xy
S anauvm,lht 2 dav o{Jcﬂv 1843 : N
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SIDNEY RIGDON." .

After bnnuz the forepotup evidebee in suprort n{mﬁ! .
Peuuon-—n. i ordered end consulered by the Court, thas
the said Jo-eph Swmith, ‘vnscri be disbarged from the -
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