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" Subject, THE WAY CALLED HERESY.

“ByT this T confess unto thee, that after the
way which they-call heresy, so worship I the
God of my fathers, believing all thlngs which
are written in the law and in the prophets:
and have hiope toward God; which they them-
selves also allow, that there shall be a resur-
rection of the dead, both of- the just and
unjust:. And herein do I exercise myself, to
have always a conscience void of offense
toward God, and toward men.”-—Acts 24: 14-16.

The Apos’du Paul, when he uttered the
words I have seleeted was in'rather a pecul-
iarposition. - He swod before Felix to answer
to charges that had been laid against him;
and when we consider the nature of those
charges and the profession of the individuals
urging them, we find, by making comparison
~ with the condition of alfairs existing at the
present time, that history now.being made
will'show, when wr itten, that it is but a repe-
tition of itself. The persons who laid charges
against the Apostle Paul should have been
. the first to have sustained or upheld him in
the work he sought to perform, yet you find,
him maklng a frank confession of heresy, if
he was o be judged according to their tradi-
tions, in these words: “This I confess unto
thee, that after the:way which they [mine
accusers] call heresy, so-worship I the God of
. my fathers.” And ingiving abrief definition
of the character of the heresy to which he
plead guilty, he said: ““I believe all things
which are written in the law and in the
prophets.” The people preferring and urging
the charges against him “had already an-
neunced thomselves as believers in the law
and in the prophe’ns, and yet when the Apos tle
appeared in their midst bringing the record
containing these things whieh they professed
to 80 sacredly revere, they found fault with
him, not because he professed to believe in
their Seriptures, but because - he- did nof,
believe them their way.

There were then, as now, at least two ways
of believing the Scriptur'esj one was an ac-
ceptance of them in the light of such inter-
- pretation as the priests might place upon

them Sabbath after Sabbath, without any
particular reference to the details of the law
or of- the prophets; the other, that of first
“opening the book, taking no man’s word for
what it contained, reading carefully what was
found within it, page after page, making ap-
plication of what was found revealed therein
in governing the individual life and develop-
12

v

ing the individual character, and so far ag
might be possible, furnishing a living illus-
tration to the world of the potency of that
which was claimed as divine in association
with it.. This second manner of believing the.
Scriptures they were unacquainted with; and
when the Apostle Paul came as a believer
after. this order, he so clearly and  directly
came in contact with anything they had been
accustomed to, that they were led at the very
outset to pronounce him a heretie; and yet
we find him defining his heresy by declaring
himself a believer in: all. things that were
written in the law and in the prophets, sub-
stantially inviting them, or, in other words,
challenging them to bring from out the law
or, the prophets that they themselves had
placed before him and asked that he should
acknowledge, anything - that by legitimate
construction or application could: be made to
tell to any degree against him or the attitude-
he had assumed and was there seeking to
maintain.

Further explaining himself before Felix, he
adds: “And herein do T exercise myself, to
have always a conscience void of offense to-
ward God, and toward men.” = Now  the
apostle meant, as [ understand him, that their
law and the prophets had been furmshed in
the wisdom of God for the education of the
human conscience. He had made reference
in detail to their contents, and had made the
discovery that certain things with which he
had not thoroughly -acquainted himself in
time past were true. Instantly his conscience
under the new education, made an appeal to
himm. That appeal required of him, in an-
swering it faithfully, that he should apply
within his life, that he should turn to good
account within himself the force of the divine
testimony therein borne. = The difference,
therefore; between him and. those who were
his accusers on the day referred toin my text
was, that he found: himself in answering to
that conscience under the necessity of “‘exer-
cising” himself dailyin carrying out that law,

nstead of simply making the announcement,
as they had done, that mentally he assented
to its truth.

It may appear a little strange to some of
you if I make the announcement this after-
noon that as a servant of Jesus Christ I find
myself in very much the same attitude as the
Apostle Paul. He brought nonew Scriptures
to them, but pointed to those already fur-
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90 SERMON BY ELDER JOSEPH LUFF.

nished him by them; and like those who had
preceded him, he had required of them that
they search the Scriptures, for in them, as the
Savior said, they believed they had eternal
life, and -they were they that testified of
Christ, and by a judgment properly rendered
thereon-or therefrom he was willing to abide.
I bring no other Bible to you this afternoon
than that edition, a copy of which rests on
your center tables at home. Taking a copy
of it in my hand, I find all the representation
that I need as a minister of the faith of the
church of which Istand a member and a rep-
regentative to-day; .yet, as in -the Apostle’s
day, I find myself surrounded by a people,
some of whom, before I was born, engaged in
the work of publishing and asking the world
to believe the Bible. It dropped as a con-
sequence into my hands. I look, asthe apostle

had done, to find what is recorded in it, and.

discovering what I have been looking for, I
begin o proclaim its contents and make the
announcement that to enjoy such benefits as
flow from a belief therein is the common
privilege of the brotherhood of man; the
.children of God everywhere. But no sooner
have I made ‘this announcement than the
very individuals who placed this Bible in my
hand and asked that I should believe its con-
tents, call upon me to give a reason and a de-
fense for believing what is in it. That is the
anomaly of the situation; for I solemnly aver
this afternoon that I have subscribed to no
branch of philosophy, no point of doctrine
that I am aware of, that has not its authority
and sanction in this word. And while here
this afternoon, my purpose will not be to
strike out on any.new line, branch out in any
direction that has not been canvassed by the
speakers on the platform the last two weeks,
but to try and call your attention to a few of
the reasons why I believe some of the things
that they have proclaimed.

For five years, beginning when but eighteen
years of ‘age, I preached in one of the most
popular churches in the city of Toronto, in
Upper Canada. I wasas honest at that time
as I claim to be now. My heart’s chief desire
was to glorify God, but all T knew in regard
to the will of God was what was conveyed to
me by the church of which I was a member.
When in my twenty-second year a little
pamphlet or tract reached me, having come
by mail a distance of one hundred and twenty
miles, the nearest point where any Latter
Day Saint lived. I read carefully what was
upon its face, setting forth as it purported to
do, the principles of the doctrine of Christ.
The instant I read. that pamphlet or leaflet I
made the discovery that there was something
in it that was materially different from the
doctrine I had been subscribing to, and for a
time I paid no particular attention to it be-
cause of that. The thought had never yet
entered my head that anything in the line of
religion could be right that was contrary to
what my mother had taught me. Another
letter came a month or two afterward, and an-
other leaflet, and upon examining it the fact
was:made clear to my mind that possibly
there might be some good in another church,
even though its doctrines were in some sense
antagonistic 0 those of the church I was in,

After reading the two leaflets carefully, I
noticed first, particularly, that every point of
doctrine enunciated therein had appended to
it a reference. 1 then, according to the
references given, made appeal to the New
Testament Scriptures and in consequence of’

so doing the conclusion was forced upon my
mind that not only what wassetforth in these
leaflets differed materially from the faith T’
had been subscribing to as an individual, but
it agreed in all its particulars with the New
Testament; and you know what the other
conclusion naturally was—that my former
faith could not therefore bein agreement with,
the New Testament. - Of course this was in a
measure painful to me. All the associations

" I had formed in life clustered around the re-

ligious institution I was connected with; par-
ent, relatives, frionds, and means of prosperity;
everything upon which to base a calculation
looking to benefits in this life clustered-
around my identity with that church.  After
awhile, as a result of continued investigation,
one thing forced itself upon my mind, and it
was this; that in order to be true' to God and
to my eonscience, the latter newly educated
by the word of God as contained in the New
Testament Scriptures, T must step out of the
religious organization where all my hopes had
beent centered. I could not ‘‘exercise myself,
to have always a conscience void of offence to-
ward God, and toward men,” by remaining
there.

Without detailing my proceedings siubse-
quent to that time, you have one main result
of that investigation in the fact of my being
found here to-day representing the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints; and the
point I call your attention to is this, that
there has been in consequence of this change
no renunciation of any truth that ever came .
to me through the medium. of the other and
more popular religious organization. . There
is, in my appearing before you to-day, the
evidence (if T may interpret it fairly) in
demonstration of the fact, that, according to
my judgment, the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints as it has an existence upon
the earth to-day, gives a clearer, more direct
exposition of the divine purpose, holds out to
man the force which shail more directly bring
about in human character the possibilities of
humanity, and extend to man the means by
which he may be brought into closer rela-
tionship and more direct contact with the
Christ, than any other institution I know of
under the heavens. That is the reasonI am
where I am. .

Now for some of the points in detail, I was
taught yonder that it was necessary for me
to believe in Jesus.  After I left the church
of my boyhood, the minister in charge of the
circuit, and with whom I had been associated
in Toronto City, visited me, and said he re-
gretted very much the step I had taken, and
felt extremely sorry for me. - 1 appealed to
him, saying, ‘‘Brother, will you please give
me some reason for that?’  He said, “‘To
think that you would cut loose from the old
ship, and allow yourself to drift away, God
only knows where.” “But,” said I, ‘‘sir,
thank God, God does know where.” - After
he had ventilated his feeling somewhat, T
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said to him, ‘Brother, I want to know why
you are sorry. Doyouthink Iam in danger?”
“Yes sir, I do.” ‘““Well, I will ask you a
question or two.. Do you believe,. brother,
just what you have been preaching for years

in my hearing, and what I when associated’

with you preached for years; viz., that if a
man will simply believe with all his heart
that Jesus is the Christ, the Savior of the
world, he will be saved, and that is all that is
needful unto salvation?” He answered, ‘‘Yes;
I do believe that or I would not preach it.”
I turned to him then and said: “Sir, have
you any reason, because of what you have seen
in me in the last week or two for believing
that I no longer believe with all my heart
that Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world?”
¢No,” said he, “I don’t know that I have any
-reason’ for such thought as that.”
sir, T certify to you, and hope you will give
me credit for truth and honesty, that I have
at least a dozen times more reason for believ-
. ing that Jesus is the world’s Savior than I
ever had when I was associated with you.
Will not that faith still abiding in my heart
stand me as much in hand and as much to my
credit outside of the church that you are in
as it would if I still remained within? Have
you a monopoly upon faith? Have you a par-
ticular right by which you hold it and under
which you exempt all other people from the
benefit of that faith?” “No sir,” he said.
“Now sir,” I said, ““L turn to the Bible and
read: ‘Except a man be born of water and of
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God.’ I find further, that Jesus authorized
his ministers to teach not only. that men
should believe, but that they should be bap-
tized.  Accepting the statement as correct,
and Jesus Christ as being the best representa~
tive of the philosophy he came to announce to
the world, I have moved forward and been
obedient; I have received baptism by im-
mersion at the hands of one who ‘has been
called, as he believes, in these last days:to
officiate in this rite. - Now sir, you have
often told me that by what is found in this
book we are to be judged in the last days,
and this book requires this ordinanece at my
hands. Will you please tell me, sir, whether
or not you believe that Jesus Christ will damn
Joseph Luff because he has been baptized ac-
cording to the scriptural requirement, if Jo-
seph Luff still believes with all hisheart that
Jesus is the Christ and the only Savior of the
world?” ~ He said, ‘No, I dont think he will
condemn you for being baptized.” ‘‘Sir,” I
said, (and here I referred to two or three pas-
sages of Seripture setting forth the laying on
of hands for the gift of the Holy Spirit,) *‘ac~
cording to my understanding of this scriptural
requirement, I have permitted the minister
who baptized me, in association with others,
to place his hands upon my head and confirm
me a member of the Church of Christ; and [
am of the opinion, sir, that I have received
the Holy Ghost. - Now sir, if the Secriptures
are to judge me at thelast day, and I am seek-
ing to regulate my life by them now, and I
have received the laying on of hands because
they teach it, please tell me, will God Al-
mighty and Jesus Christ damn me simply be-
“cause 1 allowed these men to place their hands

“Then, .

upon my head, notwithstanding I'still believe
with all my heart that Jesus Christ is the
only Savior of the world?” He said, “No
sir.,” I sald, ‘“There are a great many
strange things being taught in this world;
you believe in a kind of semi-divinity of some
books such as “The Prince of the House of
David,” and others, and you say that the ac-
ceptance of the idea that there was inspira-

" tion associated with them does not, in your

way of thinking, discount the Scripturesfor a
moment.  “Now sir,” I said, ‘I have been led
to believe that there is a degree of inspira-
tion (both as to its origin, contents, and
bringing forth) in the Book of Mermon. - I be«
lieve that Joseph Smith, who was instru-
mental in producing that work, was directed
by the counsel of God. Do you suppose that
if T still believe that Jesus is the only Savior
of the world, that God will damn me because,:
as an honest man, I accepted what in my
heart I was compelled to believe upon the
evidence that came to me? Will he condemn
me because I believe Joseph Smith was anin-
spired man, because I believe there was an au-
thority of inspiration about the Book . of
Mormon, if I still believe that Jesus Christ is
the only Savior of the world?” -He said, ‘“No
gir, T don’t think he will; the salvation work
depends simply upon your belief in Jesus
Christ.” ““Then,” said I, “instead:of your
being sorry for me, it seems to me it is my
turn to express sorrow for you. If, asyouhave
virtually admitted, the Bible teaches the lay-
ing on of hands, and the doctrine of baptism
for the remission of sins, and you don’t teach
them in your church, I am in the safer pobi-
tion of the two. Now I believe them, you do
not. Yousay God willnot damn me for these
extra points in my faith if I still believe that
Jesus is the Christ. Hence, according to your
idea, your church doctrine, I am saved any-
how hecause I believe with all my heart that.
Jesus is the Christ, the Savior of the world.
Now, if in the day of accounts the great God
shall bring up this record; as he said he
would, and judge me by the things that Jesus
Christ said when he was upon: the earth, and
I find that he said baptism should be ob-
served,—and I find that he taught and prac-
ticed thelaying on of hands,~—will you in that
day be as safe asme? Will you please carry out
the thought that you have now in your mind,
that I as a believer in Jesus Christ, the only
Savior of the world, cannot be condemned for
obeying what Jesus has commanded in this
Bible? Your doctrine being true, I am saved;
but supposing mine be true, will you please
tell me where you will stand in the light of
this new revelation to youin that day—not
new in the seunse of their being unrevealed of
God. before, but new in the sense of your hav-
ing been unwilling in life to open the book
and read it, and ‘exercise’ yourself ‘to have
always a conscience void of offence toward
God, and toward men,’ by observing it?” I said
to him, ‘‘Sir, it is my place to be sorry, and I
am sorry for yow. . Ii your doctrine is right, T
am saved; and if mine isright, I am saved;
but if mine should eveéntually prove to be
right and yours to be wrong, you are on the
unsafe side.”’

I am a believer in Jesus Christ to-day so far
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as theory is concerned, because the announce-
ment is here made that “God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life;” further,
because of the announcement made, ‘“He that
heareth my word, and believeth on him that
sent me, hath everlasting life.” I believe it
is necessary because it is stated that ‘“‘He that

cometh to God must believe that he is, and
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him.” If I turn to you andask you why
you admit this feature of my faith as a point
in your doctrinal theory, you will tell me as I
have told you, ‘Because the Secriptures
teach it.” Here, theén, we agree.

I pass on to the next feature and say I1-be-
lieve in the necessity for repentance, because
turning to the Scriptures I find language of
this kind in the twentieth chapter of Acts,
that in times past God had winked at their
ignorance, but now he-commands ‘‘all men
everywhere to repent;” again, because Jesus
authorized his servants to declare that men
should “repent and believe the gospel.” - And
when I have moved this far forward you tell
me you are still at a. perfect agreement with
me. I thenask why, when Latter Day Saints
approach the subject of baptism as being es-
sential unto salvation equally with faith “and
with repentance, you are unwilling to shake
hands with us and still move forward? Isit
because there is no scripture to support-it?
Is it because the book is not equally plain in
regard to its necessity? If the language of
Chtist is worth anything, it is worth every-
thing where he stated to Nicodemus, as re-
corded in the third chapter of John, “Except
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot [nowyou - write it down, he cannot,—~
he cANNOT] enter into the kmcrdom of God.”
It matters but little how many men may rise
up in this or in subsequent generations and
say he can; God has uttered 1%, “he cannot;”
and let me tell you, if T take your advice as a
righteouspeople, I am compelled toallow God
and Christ to be true, though by so doing I
prove every man to be a lar. That is the
advice I got from you, and paying heed to
this advice I find myself under the necessity
of antagonizing some features of faith that
are cherished in the world the instant I apply
it to this portion of Scripture. I would like
this afternoon, if I was expert in that direc-
tion, to just draw a line across'a blackboard
and point out to you some of the reasons why
I believe that baptism is necessary to salva-
tion. I want to give you some reasons why I
find myself committed to the idea that baptism
is necessary to salvation.. 1 write (or Brother
Gomer Wells will write for me) clear across
the top of the blackboard, in large letters,
the word Baptism. Then draw a line under
it. Next; form two columns under it by

drawing a Vertlc*ﬂ line down the center of the

board. As a subheading, at the top of the
first column write, For ihe Remission of Sins.
At the top of the other column write, Not for
the Remission of Sins. Now, under the first
column heading' write the names of witnesses,
as I shall give them to you, who testify as to
baptism being necessary. I shall call your
attention as I ; go along. to places in the Scrip-

tures where I find them:  In the first chapter
of the record” of St. Luke there is an ac-
count furnished in regard to the birth of John
the Baptist. Associated therewith and pre-
ceding it, of the visitation of an angel to
Zacharias. This Zacharias was serving his
course in the priest’s office and was visited by
an angel who told him that his wife should
give birth to a son, told him the name of that
son should be John, and what the nature of
his work should be. - Zacharias had some
doubts in his mind because of the age of his
companion, and he expressed that doubtin the
hearing of the angel and asked a sign. The"
angel said his power of speech should be taken
from him until the fulfillment of that which
had been declared, and from that very hour
Zacharias remained dumb until the accom-
plishment of what was there declared. In
due time the child was born. On the eighth
day, as was the custom, the people gathered
together to name the child. While in con-
versation they agreed among themselves to
call him Zacharias, but when the mother of
the child heard of 1t she said, Noj. ‘‘his name
shall be called John.” They asked why she
named- him thus, as none of her kindred. had
a name that sounded like it. - Instantly they
referred to Zacharias, who had come in, and
made signs to him. He learned what they
wanted, and, not being able to speak; called
for a writing desk and wrote, ‘‘His name is
John:” and they were all surprised. : How-
ever, the child was so named, and right in
connection with that work the Spirit of the
Lord rested upon Zacharias, and turning to
the child he said: **And thou, child, shalt
be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou
shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare
his ways; to-give knowledge of salvation unto -
hig people by the remission of their sing.”
Now, I did not put that in the Bible. - I take
another translation and I read, *‘By baptism,
for the remission of sins.” I .do this simply
to-call your aitention to what John did by
way of bringing remission of sins to.the peo-
ple, and you will all agree that he baptized
them in water for the remission of sins, hence
either translation will do. Zacharias declared.
that John's mission work was to bring to the -
people means-for the remission of sins, and
John afterwards did it by baptism. Now, is
there any man or woman in the tent who will
not give me the right to have the letters
written down, Z-a-c-h-G-r-1-g-3, as a witness
testifying to the doctrine of baptism for the
remission of sins? :
I turn to the testimony of Luke, beginning
at the first chapter, and read: ‘“‘Forasmuch
as many have taken in hand to set forth in
order a declaration of those things which are
most. surely believed among us, even as they
delivered them unto us, which from the bo-
ginning were eyewitne sses and ministers of
the word; it seemed good to me also, having
had perfect understanding of all things from
the very first, to write unto thee in order,
mostexcellent Theophilus, that thou mightest
know the certainty of those things.” Now he
stated he had had a ‘‘perfect knowledge”
from the beginning. What does he testily?
Right in the third chapter he testifies that
John came “‘preaching the baptism of repent-
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ance for the remission of sins.” TLuke said he
had a perfect knowledge, and was an eyewit-
ness of these things from thebeginning. Will
you have any objection to my authorizing the
brother to mark down the name of Luke, as a
competent eyewitness certifying to the fact
that John preached and practiced baptism for
the remission of sins?

I will turn now to what is recorded in this
" third ehapter of Luke, also in the first chap-
ter of Mark, and the third chapter of Mat-
thew, certifying in each place that John came
into the region of country about Judea and
“did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the
baptism of repentance for the remission of
sing.” ~Will anyone object to my asking the
brother to write down the name of John the
Baptist. as a compefent witness, bearing tes-
timony in teaching and practice that baptism
is for the remission of sins?

I turn to the ninth, twenty-second, and
twenty-sixth chapters of Acts, and in ea¢h of
these places I find an account of the journey
of a man named Saul to the city of Damascus,
carrying with him letters of authority, on the
strength of which he was golng to persecute
the members of the infant Christian Church;
He was visited on the way by Christ; a light
shone upon him, and destroyed his power of
natural sight for the time being. A voice
from heaven called him. and asked him. why
he had been persecuting him. Saul answered,
“Whe art thou, Lord?” and Jesus said, “Tam
Jesus of Nazareth whom thou persecutest;”
“it ig hard for thee to kick against the
pricks.” . Then the question from Saul’s lips
was, ‘“‘Lord, what wilt' thou have me to do?”
Hear the answer: ‘‘Arise, and go into the
city, and it shall be told thee what thou must
do.”. . Hastening on as fast as he could upon
this direction to the city, he is visited by a
man named Ananias. This man had been au-
thorized to come to him, and to tell him what
he should do; to give him instruetion accord-
ing to Christ’s command, what he must doto
be saved.” This Ananias said to him, ‘“Arise,
and -be baptized, and wash away thy siuns,
calling on the name of the Lord.”  Ananias,
instructed of God, a special messenger or
apostle, if you will; I ask the brother to write

his name down as one authorized of God in |

this direction, testifying that baptism is to
wash away sin.

Now I turn to the second chaptier of the
Acts' and when turning there I find a brief
account of what occurred and what has been
made meémorable as the day of Pentecost. A
multitude of peoplewitnessedthe manifestation
of strange power that they did not know how
to account for, and afterward (by explanation
of the apostles) they had learned that Jesus
was' the Christ, they ‘asked -the question,
““Men and. brethren, what shall we do?” : For
answer to that question you turn to the four-
teenth verse, and from that read on to theend
of the chapter, and you have this announce-

" ment, that Peter and the rest of the eleven
rose up and festified that they should repent
and be baptized, every one of them, in the
name ‘of Jesus Christ;, for the remission of
sins. . Hence I ask the brother to please write
the name of Peter and the rest of the eleven

ag testifying on Pentecost that baptism was
for the remission of sins.

Are there enough? = For fear some of you
will think this is not sufficient of competent
authority, I will ask you to consider further.
Answer, if you can, who authorized these men
on the day of Pentecost to say that baptism
was for the remission of sins? Remember
that Jesus had told them to wait in Jerusalem
and not go forth until they were endowed
with power from on high. They waited, and
on this memorable day ‘‘there came a sound
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and
it filled ali the house where they were sitting,”
and ‘‘cloven tongues like as of fire . .. sat
upon each of them, and they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with
other tongues as the Spirit gave them utter-
ance.”  Thirteen places are there enumerated
from whence people had come and in their
own language, under the authority of the Di-
vine Spirit, moving upon men who were filled
with it, they heard that baptism was for the
remission of sins; the Holy Spirit moved upon
the speakers to testify of this. These men
were thus authorized and thus acted.. Will
you have any objection to my asking this
brother to write down “The Holy Ghost” as a
Wi‘or})ess that baptism is for the remission of
sins?

I ask you, Who sent that Holy Ghost?
Jesus says, ‘“If T depart, T will send him unto -
you;” and, ‘‘He shall take of mine, and shall
shew it unto you.” I askyou, Who sent Ana-~
nias to Saul in the city of Damascus?  Who
sent him? When he came to Saul he put his
hands upon him and said, ‘‘Brother Saul, the
Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in-
the way as thou camest, hath sent me,” ete.
Jesus told him to tell Saul to be baptized to
wash away his sins.  Please write down the
name of “Jesus Christ” there as teaching and
authorizing men to teach that baptism is for
the remission of sins.

I again ask you s question: When Jesushad
himself submitted to this rite or ordinance at
the hands of John in the river of Jordan,
whose voice was it that rent the atmosphere,
pealing forth from the heavens and saying,
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased”? Who was it that uttered those words?
It was the eternal Father. - With what was
he pleased? He was pleased with the fact
that his Son, Jesus Christ, had not considered
himself above submission to the ordinance for
the remission of sins that he himself had sent
John to preach and practice. Next I ask,
Who sent John to baptize for the remission
of sins? He said, when speaking of Christ,
“He that sent me to baptize with water said
unto me,” etc.” The book says, ‘“There was a
man sent from God; whose name was John.”
If God sent him to do that work; if God, hon-
oring the appointment of Jesus Christ, after-
ward sent the Spirit on the day of Pentecost;
if Jesus spoke the truth when he says, This
Holy Ghost when it comes shall take of the
things of God and show them unto you; then
baptism for the remission of sins was one of
the things to be shown unto them of God
that was shown on the day of Pentecost.  1If
the Pharisees and lawyers rejected God’s
counsel by refusing John’s baptism (see Luke
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7: 30), then God must have counselled it. Will
you object to my asking the brother to write
down, Jehovah, the eternal God, authorizing
the doctrine and practice of baptism for the
remission of sins?

Now, I'ask you to consider that from the
Bible I have the authority for having written
here, Zacharias, and Lukse, and John the Bap-
tist, and Ananias, and Peter, and . the rest of
the eleven, the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, and
Jehovah. ~“When I get above and stand befors
the judgment seat I will be perfectly willing
to take any one or all of these names as au-
thority for the testimony that affected my
life and the counsel under which Tacted wheh
I was baptized for the'remisson of sins.

Next column now: . Baptism ot for the re-
mission of sins. Somebody please give me
the name of a man who is willing to put his
name there, as against the others? ILet us
hear from him. Put D. D. to it, if you want
to; put LL. D. at ‘the end; put all you want to
in order to make it sound important or give
it the tone of authority. Name any man that
you ever heard of that you will be willing to
place there and whom you will be ready to
accept as your backer at the day of judgment
when you have to meet all these testimonies o
.the contrary.
Why, if one won’t do, name two, or I will
take three. I will ask the brother to assist
me to fill out that column and we will turn the
board over and fill up the other side, and then
if that is not enough, we will get another
board down, and if that is not enough, we will
try and get a canvas as big as the tent and fill
it with names, if it is possible, and if that
won’t do, we will try and get a canvas that
will wrap up the universe, and fill that with
namesg, and then tell me which you had rather
have in the day of judgment for your backing:
Look now again at this array of witnesses and
decide for eternity:—

BAPTISM.

NOT ror THE REMISSION
OF SINS:

FOR THE REMISSION OF
SINS.

Zacharias.

Luke.

John the Baptist.

Ananias.

Peter and the rest of
the eleven.

The Holy Spirit.

Jesus Christ.

Jehovah, the Hternal
God.

I am figuring in religion for the. eternal
years; for friendship with Christ, who said,
“Ye are my friends, if ‘ye do Wnatsoever' i
command you.” [ simply ask of you, then,
as honest men and women, will you not then
strike hands with me to-day and say,—what-
ever your own judgment may be as to what
you ought to do,—“I believe that man, ac-
cording to his own way of presenting that
matter, had every reason for making the
change that he did make, when dropping out
of the church that would not allow him to
accept these witnesses instead of their clergy,

Please name the first man.

and entering into a church that did allow -it;
and not only that,but everything that those in-
spired men had said he had aright to be-
lieve”? If you will admit this, will you think
of the words of my text and of the fact that I
am, like the Apostle Paul, compelled to stand
under the brand of heresy in this world simply
because I believe *‘all things which are writ-
ten in the law and in the prophets” and I am
exeorcising mysell daily ‘‘to have always a
conscience void of offense toward God, and
toward men”? This question is. too serious to
be trified with.

T had thought to present another idea here;
this passage that others have called your
attention to, about the signs following those -
that believe, and the other passages of Scrip-
ture that bear witness of strange things that
your ears have been unaccustomed to hearing
but which have-all been in that Bible before
it came to us. We are of the opinion that -
whatever God authorized as gospel privileges
for humanity at one period, he has designed
for all periods when human necessity demands
the same; and if these passages of Scripture
came with divine authority, we have the
right as messengers appointed of the Master
to ask you not only to consider them, but to
ascribe honor and glory to God by subscribing
to them in practice.

‘When I came through Canada they refused
to take one of our American dollars for a dol-
lar’s worth of goods that I bought,and I
called thOh attention to the.fact that on its
face was “‘one dollar.” They said it was at a
discount there. I remembered that I was
under a different  government there: butif I
had come back to the United States and some-
body had refused to aceept that dollar fora
hundred cents’ worth of goods, I would have
been surprised. ‘‘But,” you ask;‘‘what does
this signify in this argument?”’ It signifies
just this; that if I was to go into what was
proclaimed by the infidels as'a hellfire club
where they were traducing or denouncing all
Secripture doctrine, and I wanted to put some
geripture before them, 1 would. expect of
course that they would seek to discount it,
and that very hesvily; but when I come into
a building that has its steeple pointing up to
heaven and on the front of it the words,
“This is' the Lord’s house,” that it is under
his government, I expect that when I offer a.
dollar or that which has on its face the repre-
sentation of that value, they will honor it for
all its face calls for; but, unfortunately, they
will not, and I am compelled to reach the
conclusion that they are not under the divine
government, or else the old government
uttered false coin: it was not worth all it was
claimed to be worth. WhenI go into these
places and they will' not allow me to use this
coin, or they seek to discount i%, I feel that I
am under a different government from that

“which Jesus Christ brought into existence.

Of course it is but natural that such will dis-
count it if they want to. But it bears the
image and superscription of Christ notwith-
standing, and he will honor it here and here--
after, and honor those who honored it.

T come again to the thought that God was
interested in man in early years, and that he
expressed his interest: by making provisions
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of the character I have referred to; and I
have no reason to- day for believirig that God
has ever gone out of the orlgmal business
that engaged his attention: I have no reason
for believing that angels have changed their
business; for believing” that the Holy Ghost
is engaged in any other enterprise than that
in which it embarked centuries ago; and con-
sequently when these thoughts come to my
mind I must naturally enough believe that
the Almighty, who is declared to be un-
changeable and impartial, if he'remains in
the same business and - has the same kind of
_people to deal with, will magrnify, under all
circumstances, that ~which was Issued by
him-—will make it honorable in the estima-
tion and in the opinion of all obedient men.
As a consequence I take this record, believe
it as it is, subscribe to it in my life, and thus
exercise myself to ‘have always a consclence
void of offense toward God, and toward men.”
‘Whatever conclusions you may reach as to
the correctness of my - premises and argu-
ments, there is not a man or woman who will
go away with. the conclusion that Bro. Luft
wasg not free in- his speech, to say the least.
Now suppose some of you with this thought
in your mind would hear that I was going off
into Missouri, or Dakota, or some octher State,
and that you were anxious that your friends
there should hear me as you had heard me;
you would write them-and give them some
kind of an -account of what you had heard
here, and: they would accept your counsel,
and appear at the schoolhouse; but they hear
nothing such as you claim to have heard here.
Before leaving this place T announce to-you
that I would be back here in five years and I
would still remain the saime man in every re-
spect, and I return at the end of five years,
and instead of stepping up nimbly asT did
here- to-day, some one should march me up
here, and I would stand as a piece of statuary,
not a word:.out of me.... You came and. began
to ply me with questions, urge me to answer
about some things that are engaging your
thought and your attention; but I remain
without a movement of hand, or feet, or fea-
tures in any shape. By and by, by some ex-
traordinary pressure, I am induced to wink
an eye, or to shake a fist, or to stamp my feet,
or to make some kind of a gesture ‘that is a
little strange in itself. One man here would
say, “‘I know what he meant;” he would turn
around and explain to the people just what T
meant. ~ Another man over there would be-
gin; and -another somewhere else, and there
would be any amount of interprefa‘uons of
these strange movements on the part of this
piece of statuary before you.  Now, though
you might d1v1de on all these points of inter-
pretation, ‘there is-one thing you would be
agreed upon, and that is, that Elder Lufl had
changed, and very materially, toc. Before
he was talkative, now he is dumb; before he
was willing to express his feelings, now there
is nothing but. a gesture here, and only a
movement there, that nobody can do any bet-

ter than guess at.
I want you in this connection to think of the

important fact thatin the years gone by when-

God was in the business of saving men, when
angels were connected with him in the work,

and he talked Wlth men, he gave visions,
revelations, and instructions to men, upon the
gole cond1t10n that they would observe this
law that I have been calling your attention
to; and he said he would always remain the
same, unchangeable, impartial Jehovah; and
we hear of him eighteen hundred years later.
Doees he talk like he used to? O nol: If any-
body says that God talks now, set him down as:
a Mormon or a fool. Does he give any vis-
ions now by the interVvention of his Spirit?
Ah nol - Nobody claims that but fanatics or
maniacs. What is there then about him by
which we shall identify this God with the
God of the former times? Oneof the poets. .
has written, and people keep quoting it fre-
quently in regard to the poor Indian,—
“Like the evanescent dream
Of the sunlight’s fading beam—

Like all: things that soon decay
. Pass the Indian tribes away.”’

They say of these Indians that they only ‘‘see ‘

God in storms and hear him in the winds;”
but what I want to get at is, where the Chris-
tian, who is pitying the Indian, sees God or
hears him? Where? Is it in the thunder-
storm? Does he have any better right to in-
terpret God in these gestures or movements -
than the Indianhas? I want to know where is
the difference between the Indian who is
pitied and the one who pities him? If God
Almighty gives nothing tfo-day, as he for-
merly gave 1t, it is a serious question; and I
sum it up in this way: Justas it would be
hard for you to believe thatIhad not changed
if T had acted in the way I have represented,

50 it ought to be hard for you to believe that
the great God who for four thousand years
never stopped talking when there was an oc-
casion for him to talk, never stopped communi-
cating his will where there was a church or
proper members of the church ready to re-
ceive that will is now dumb, but still remains
the unchangeable God. ' I want to know how
you can escape the conclusion that the Al-
mighty who talked for about four thousand
years has changed if he talks no more? Lat-
ter Day Saints are denounced and pronounced
heretics because they believe he is the God of
revelation to-day, that “I AM’ hath sent us
unto you.

T leave this matter, therefore, with this
declaration, that while in the kindness of
God T was favored of him so long as I walked
in the light that came to me through the me-
dium of another church, while I received
blessing upon blessing until I could willingly
have knelt and wornmy garments threadbare
in begging that God would grant similar
favor to the rest of the children of men; yet I
say to you to-day, that notwithstanding all
that, if all the experience I ever had in the
entire tale of these years was told, it would
not be worth a comparison with a single
month or week of such experience s hascome
to me since [ have accepted the truth on the
testimony of these men who have written to
you, and such as has come to me to make glad
this heart and certify to me of my acceptance
with God and his Son, Jesus Christ.

‘Whatever there may be about us that is.
strange to you, let me tell you that our socle
object in bearing testimony of this kind is to
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emphasize within your mind the important
thought that salvation for man to-day means
all that it ever meant, and that every son and
daughter of Adam who feels disposed in heart
to subscribe to what was enjoined eighteen
hundred years ago, may live eighteen hun-
dred years ago so far as the experiences of
that day are concerned; that is, may have a
repetition of them in that day in which we
live and rejoice therein. Our united testi-
mony as a church is in this direction; and
some day when we get above, we want to have
ourselves so adjusted, our characters so de-
veloped, so that if there was & disposition on
the part of the Ruler tocondemn us, he would
not be able to turn to anything in the law, or
the prophets, or in the New Testament scrip-
tures to fix that condemnation; and that In

order to.condemn us he would have to climb -

over hisown word and get it behind him to
do that kind of work, ~ 'We propose. tc be in
harmony with the law, with the testimony
given in that day, and then if the Almighty
can afford, by and by, to turn his back upon
the law that he gave to govern us, that is his
business; but we do not feel safe to-day in tak-
ing chances upon any such speculation as that.

May God help you as he has helped others
to do what is your duty; and those of you who
are halting in regard to this matter, those of
you who have thought within your minds in
the last few days that perhaps you would go
forth and receive of thisordinance of baptism
and enter into fellowship with this people,
make up. your minds that you will have to

bear the brand of ‘‘heretic” if you do, and
bear it at the hands of the very omnes who
should be first to support you, because you
stand with the.word of God, and that your
name will be cast out as evil.  Prepare to go
forward willing to sacrifice personal infiu-
ence and earthly interests, and if you are pre-
pared to take this risk, we are prepared to
say 1o you on the authority of the great God
who caused it to be recorded in this-word and
authorized us to supplement it by our testi-
mony, that God will be in you, and by virtue
of that manifestation of himself in you, will
certify to you as to your safety; and so long
as you remain in that condition, you will
never have occasion to regret the step for-
ward you took when you were initiated into
his church and kingdom on earth.

I urge upon you to-accept of the truth. : T
may not be permitted again to address you,
and may not be permitted again to see you
until I, with’ you, have to answer before the
bar of the Eternal, and these witnesses that
we have called your attention to shall con-
front me; but I leave my testimony with you
that these men spoke the: truth, and that
they had abundant reason for knowing that
which they bore witness of to you. You have,
therefore, the testimony of those who are
dead, and of those who are living; and we tell
you that it will stand you in hand as honest,
faithful men and women to0 accept it, to sub-
mit the matter to test, and learn for your-
selves. May God give you courage.

A RHYME OF THOMAS THE DOURTER.

‘When the Master had finished the story
Of the'sower and the seed,

And had-shown his disciples the lesson
Of rock and wayside and weed,

Then up spoke Thomas the Doubter,

And his brow was heavy with thought—
‘We had seen a darker problem

In the lesson that was taught.

“Master,” said Thomas the Doubter,
““When the seed sown is the word,

I can dee the meaning right plainly
Of the parable we have heard.

“But, Master, say that the sower
Were God and the seed were mien,
~ And some of them fell by the wayside,
‘What were the lesson, then?

“For I see men daily, my broﬁhefs,
Like the seed of which you spoke,

And among the thorns fall many,
And the thorns spring up and choke.

“And some of them, good Master,
Fall where the soil is scant;

And perish there for the absence
Of the life for which they pant.

It is easy,” said Thomas the Doubter,
“For those on good soil cast,

For they have their joy of living
And the harvest at the last.

“But those who fall by the wayside,
In thorns and on stony ground,

Are they like the seed-grain scattered
By a careless hand around?”

But the Master was silent and mournful,
And hisbrow was furrowed with thought,
And there lay on his soul a burden
‘Which Thomas the Doubter had wrought.
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