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ORATION.

Fricads and Fellow Citizens;

' By your request, [ am called wpon to -
uddress you this day, under circumstances covel to mysclt, and [ pre-
sume as much so to the most of you; for however frequently we may
have met with our fellow-citizens, in times past, in the places of our
nativity, or of our choice. to mingle our feclings with theirs, and unitc
with them in grateful acknowledgments to our Divine Bencfactor,
un the anniversary of our national existance; but not before, have
we been assembled by reason of our holy religion; for which
cause alone, o vory large majority of us is here this ddy. But
though our residence here, is far from the sepichres of our fath-
ers, and from the lands of our nativity and former chaice; and cur
association here, ns novel, and as strange to ourselves, as it could
be, tn any portion of our fellow-men; still, we hsil the return of
the birth day of our liberties, with no less feelings ot joy and grati-
tade: nor no less desire, for the prosperity and continuance, of the
fabric ot our national governnent, inspires our breasts this day,
than when met in the wixed asscinblies of all religions, as in times
past, in the lands of our nativity.

Nor indeed could it otherwise be; frem our infancy, we have
been traditionated to believe onrs, to be the best govermment in the
world.  Our fathers, our neighbors, and our associates in life,
%ave extalled its excellence to the highest pinacle of fame in our
cars, even before we were capable of judging of its merits for our-
sclves, or were able to form an estimute of its worth.  As we ad-
vanced in life, we heard nothing clse from our statesmen and
heroes, but the perfection and excellenceof our political institutiens,
and the superiority of our government, over all the governmerts of
the world; whether they existed in former or latter tiines. It is the
government under which we were born and educated, or else we ex-
changed unother for it, with whose form we were unt satisfied, and
sn our hearts gave this the prelerenz:, and sought by removal to
enjov its beoehts,

We have been taught from our cradles, to reverence the fathers
of the Revolution, and venerate the very urns whivh cortain the
ashes of those who sleep; and every feeling of our lwnrts rasponds. -
s perlect unison to the precept. O v ceuntry and ity ipgtitutions,
are written on the tablet of our hearts, as with the Llead of the he-
rocs who offved their fives in sachifi e, to redecin us e o orpres-
=ton.  On its towers, the flag of freedon waves, and ipvites the
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oppreased 1o enter, and find an asylum. Ungrmoiml'eguhrd of
its constitution, the tyrant’s grasp is unfastencd, and equal rights
and priviliges flow to-@very pary of the grand whole. Protected by
its laws and defended by its powers, the of pressed and persocuted
saint ean worship under his own vine,ond under his own figtree, and
none can molest or mo¥® afraid. We have always contemplated it,
and do now, as the only true fabric of freedom, and bullwork of
liberty, in the world. :

Itz very existance, has taught the civilized world, lessons of free-
dom, far surpassing those of a Pitt, a Wilberforce, a Canning, or a
Grey, and has cast ail their efforts in the shade forever. It has
stood, and now stands, as the arbiter of the world, the judger of the
nations, and the rebuker of tyrants. -

Throughout the world, it is the standard of freedom, both civil
and religious. By its existance, the fears of the superstitious have
been removed, nnd the pretexts of tyrants have been swept away
as a refuge of lies, and the rights of man have been restored, and
freedom, both political and religious, have been made to trinmph.

Our government is known throughout the civilized world, as the
standard -of freedom, civil, religious, and political; by it are the
acts of all nations tried, and it serves 1o expose the frauds, the de-
ceptions, and the crafls, of the old world, in atempting to pawn up-
on the people, monarchy and arastoceacy, for rep. ?icanism and
feeedom. So powerful bas beca its influence, that the hand of the
oppressor, even in the old world, has been lightened, tyrants have
been made to tremible, and oppressors of mankind, bave been filled
with fenr. Thrones, if they have not been cast down, have been
striped of their terror and the oppressed subject has been, measur-
ably, delivercd from his bondage.

Having been rocked in the cradle of liberty, and cducated i the
school of freedom, all our prejudicss and prepossessions arc deeply
rooted in favor of the superlative excellence of a government, from
which all our privileges and enjoyments huve flown.  We ure wedded
to it by the strongest ties; bound to it by cords as strung as dcash,
To preserve it, aught to be our aim in all our pursuits, to maintain
its ~onstitution unviolable, its institutions uncerrupted, its laws un-
violated, ang its order undersnged,

‘There is onc thing, in the midst of our political differences, which
ought to oreate {eclings of jov and gratitude in every heart, and in the
bosom of every wellwisher to mankind; that, all purties. in politics,
_ tics, express tho strongest desive to preserve both the union and the
gonstitatton "nimpaired and unbrok-n, and only diffir abou' the
X mcnm 1o accomplish this ebject; so desirable, ns expressed by all
parties. .. And while this. indeed, s the objeet of partics in this re-
" plldic.;there is wiothing to fear.  The prospects (ov the tature, will

" beé ag flufiéning as the past.
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In celebrating this, the.anniversary of our indepe all pas-
ty distinclions should bo forgotten, ail religious diffiranges should be
laid aside. .We are momhors of one comman sep egeally de-
pendsat on a faithful execution of its laws for our g o0, in the.
cnjoyment of our civil, political, and religious privileges. All have
n common interest in the preservation of -the Union, and in thede-
fence gnd support of the constitution. Northers, southern, and

western interests, ought to be forgotten, or lost for the time being, -
in the more noble desire to preserve the nation, as one whole; tor |

on this depends the sec.rity of all local and sectional interesty for if

we cannot preserve them by supporting the Unign, we cuunot by
vending it in pieces. In the former there is hope, in the latter fear.
In one peace, in the other war. ) -

In times of pance,” it oughito be our aim and our object, to
strengthen the bouds of the Union by cultivating peac®and good
will among ourselves.  And in tines of war, to meet our fucs svord
in hand, and defend our rights, at the expense of liie. | For whatis
}ife when freedon has fled? It is a name, o bubble; bettor fur sieep
with the dead, than be oppressed umong the living. '

All attempts, on the part of religious aspirants, to unite church
and state, ought to be repeled with indignation, and every religious
society supported in its rights, und ia the exercisc of its conscion-
tions devotions. ‘The Mohameden. the Pugan, and the ldolitor,
nat excepted, and be partakers equally, in the benefits ¢ the gov-
ernmant. For if the Union is preserved, it will be by endearjag the
people to ity and this can only be done by securing to all their most
sacred rights.  The least geviation, from the strictest rule of right,
on the part of any portion of the people, or their public servants,
will create dissatistaction, that dissatis(nction will end in strife,
strife in war, and war, in the dissolution of the Union.

Itis nn the virtue of the people, that depends the existence of the
government, and not on the wisdom of legisinlors. Wherefore
serveth laws, (it matters not how righteous in themselves,) when
the people in violation of them, tear those rights from onc another,
which they [the laws] were designed to protect? 1 we preserve
the nation from ruin, and the people from war, it will be by secur-
mg to othars, what we claim 10 ourselvs, aund being as zcalous to
detend another’s rights, as to secure our own. I on this day, the
fathers of our nation, pledg:d their fortunes, their lives, and sheie
sacred honors, to one another, and o the colonies which they rep-
resented, to be fres, or 1o loosc all earthly inheritance, not life, and
honor excepted.  So ought we to follow their example, and pledge
aur fortunes, ouar lives, aud our gncred honors; as their children and
successors, in maintaining inviolable, what they obtained by their
treasure, and their blood.

With holy feelings, sacred desires, and grateful hearts to our
Divine Benefactor, oaght we to porform the duties of this day, and
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‘sujoy tho privileges, which, ns saints ol the living God, we cujoy
in this land ef liberty ahd fwedom, where our most sacred rights,
oven thyt of worebiping our Ghd according to his will, is sccured
tnto us By [sw, and our religious rights so identified with the exist-
ene of the nation, that to deprive us of them, will bo to doom the
‘sation to ruin, add the Union to dissolution, -
. 1t is now thres score and two years. since the God of our fathers
“Abratium, lsanc, and Jacob, caused the proclamation to go.fosth
amony the pesple of the continents, that the pdbplo of this nation
should be free, and that over them, *kings should not rule, and
‘princes decroe guthority;” and all this, preparatory to the grent
work which he had designed to accomplish in the lust days, in the
face of all people, in order, that the Son of God, the Savior of the
'Woﬂdo should come down from hesven, and reign in mount. Zion,
and in Jbrusalem, and before his ancients gloriously; according to
the testimony of ull the ho'y prophets, since the world began.  And
it ix eight years, two months, and twenty cight davs since this
-church of th- last days was organized, by the revelations ol that
same Jesus, who is coming to reign beforc his anciems glosiously:
then consisting of six members ouly.

At its first appenrance, excitement began to prevail among the
‘people where it made its appearnnce, and as it increased in numbers,
the excitement increased,  ‘The first attoct inade upon it, by its en-
eiiies, was by fnlse represcutation and foul stander. By this engine
it was assailed {rom every quarter, and by all classes off men, eii-
ginus and unreiigious: misrepresentation fulluwed misrepresentation,
falsehood after {alsehood, {ollowed eneh othe e in rapid sucoression,
until there 1ust have been mnltitades of them ereated in @ niinate,
by those employed in it, or else they could not have gstten so many
put in circulation. ‘This scheme not succeeding, the cnemies had
recourse’to  prose-utions, which were multiplied continualiy, appa-
sently with determination, to destroy every person whe united to
nidh und assist in bringing forth the work of the Lord.  But ali this
not succeeding, according to the expectations of the persee tors;
they unitcd G wdl s powery tat ol anows, driving con, wonen,
and children, from their houses, draging them out in the dead hours
of the night. o tol their beds, whipping, tarring and featherig,
and otherwise shanefully treating then.

"Nor wore those means the only ones resorted to in this work of
peesecution, but being determined to put an end to the churel fur-
over; they added to all the rest of the veans used, siealing the pro-
perty of the saints, also burning houses cnd charging it on their
{the saint=} heads, in order to raise publi - indignntion against theag
as also fulse swearing, and indeed we may add, all other means
wh ch the adversary had in his power 10 use, nothing sevios to be
lett undone, that could be dose, by men and dewoas, in order that
the parposes of God sight Tads but stili the ohyeety sonuch desired
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by mady, has not ns yetsboen obtained. - Under all this fieg of
persecution, the cuuse hos rolled-on with a steady ootiﬁe; the?
crousS has been gradual, but constant, and the church, at dis tine,
numigrs many thousunds: some in the old world huve bocome
obodient te the faith, multitudes in.:he Canadas, as well es in most
parts of the United States. -

uring these scenes of persecu’ion, & pumber of the sai-ts have
lost theie lives, and others are tnissing, and it is unknown what has

become of them; but the presumption is, that they have becn se- »

cretly murdered. |

No co.ntry, of which we have a.y knowledge, han offered g0

fuir an opportunity for determining the great hostility which cxist,
naturally in tho b man heart against Gexl and against his work,

as this one. [n other countries, persecutions were carried on under ”

lm*lc.“ of law; b tin this country, where the coastitstion of tho
Iniied States, .nd the constitution of every State in the Unicn,
guarantees unto every person, the rights of conscience, and the lib
erty ol worshiping as he pleases, to witiess such scenes of persceus
tion, s tho<e which have tollowed tlus chureh froa tho beginning,
in dispite of law, justice, g :ity, and tiuth, and at war with the
very genit s of our republican institutions, and contrary to the spirit
an design of our government; surcly eviuess the depruvity of the

huian heart, and the great hostility there exixt< in the hearts o the |

haman funily, against the work and purposes o Gad; anct most-ful-
ly contir..s the upostle’s saying; that, *the carnal wmind is enmity
against God.” .

But notwithstanding all this violence, we can say as did Paul to
the Corinthians:  **We are trouvied on every side, vet not dixtresss
ed; we are perplesed, but not in dispair; persceuated, but not for-
sakeny cast down, but not destroved.”  We have until this time,
cndured this great fight of affliction, and kept the thith. 1 the an-
cient smuts had to endure as seeing him who is invisiblo—so have
we. they had to sufler the contradiction ol sinners against themn-
selves—so have we. [ they had to undergo fears within, und
fightings without—so0 have we. 1t they had o suler stripes and
imprisonments, {or their religion’s sake—so have we. 11 they were
often in journeyings, in perils of water, in perils among robhers, in
perils by their own countryen, m perils by the heathen, in perils
1n the city, in perils io the widderness, in perils in the e, in perils
among false bicthiren.  In weariness and painfulness, in watchings
oflen, in hunger and thirsy, in fastings often, in cold and nfikedaess
—so are we. i they had to commend themscelves to God, in mach
paticnce, in afilictions, i necessities, in distresses, in strizes, in ln-
prisonments, in tumults, in labors,-in watchings, in fastings; by
purcness, by knowledge, by long suffering, by kindness, by the
Haoly Ghost, by love unteigned, by the word o1 truth, by the power
ot God, by the armor of righteoustuess on the right hand and on tne
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"% by ¢ and dishoadr, by evil répert and ggod report; at‘*e-
Samvepk _yet {fue; as-unknowii and yo'well known; as dying
atd, &old.?ﬂwy livody:ny chastened, and pot killed; .as sorrowful,

-.mlalyayn rejoicing; Bs_poor. yot-muiking many righ; asehaving
ing. and yet poasessing all thinf8—so0 have we. " If they went
up through much tribulation, and washed their robes, and made than

* ‘white in the blood of the Lamb—so have wo to' go up through as

great tribulation; and we trust in 8o doing, wo will also wash our

’f fobes, and make them white in the blood of the Lamb.

 Dne cause of our heavy persecutions, is the influence which those
- have in the world, whom we have seperated from the fellowship of
the churelr for their wickedness; who attempted to gratify . their

w Vvengence on us, and als, to hide their own shame, by foul sianders
/ and base calunny. We were atone tim: rapresent=d by thomn, as
.

heving ali things common: at another, as veing cnemios fo the gov-
cermincot. and o other places we were reported to be abolitionists,
and indeed any thing, thoy thought mm
public mind, and te excite popular indignations and if possible, put
an ead o the work, by sacniicing some of those who were consid-
cred as nost active 10 supporting and d:lending the cause.  But
through the mesey of God, we are still in existence, and have the
opportunity of joining with you in the privileges of this day.

In aisembling on this uccasion. our obji et 13, not vnly to comply

- with the castom of our nation :n celebrating tha birth day ot our
libertics; but also to lay the corner stones ol the edifice, about to be
butlt in tais place in honor of our God, to whom we ascrib - the glory
of our national {reedoin, as well as our cternal salvation; and whose
worship we csteem 01 miore consequence, than we do the treasures
of Missouri; ready at all times, to offier unto him the sacrifice of ous

~ first fruits, and by untiring perseverence, paticnt industry, and

> fai:hful devotion to the cause of our God, rear this building t> his
pame, dcsigncd.(ﬁ;r the double purpase, of a house of worship and
an institution of leamin«a? The first Aone will be for sacred dovoe
ti 0, and the two others, Tur the p irpose of edusation.  The build-
ing to be onc hundred and ten fect by eighty, with three floors, anl
not tue from thirty fect between the flosrs: all o be finished, ac-
vording to the best stile of such buildings in our country. The en-
tire expence, caleulated at nat far fram one hunleed thousand dol-

2 lursz all when tinished, to stand as u nonunicnt, of the power of
uniong! cffort and coacert of action.

Next to the worstup of our Gady we esteem the education of our
children aud of the rising genaration. For what is weatth without
society, of socicty without inteiligencs.  And how is intelligeace to
be ovtained?—Dby education. 1t is that which forms the vouthiul
mind: it is that alone, which renders society agreenble, and adds
nterest and fmportancs, to the worship of God. What iy religion
without intelligence?—an empty souncl.  Intelligencs is the rour,
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from which ‘all trya-offjcdangits Whi" lq,z!l_iﬁu is religiow, and
religion is inglligenta % it 3 ogy. thing.: ' Take intelligence from
it, and What is lé0t? a’na reqefhd . without meaning. If a pery
son desires to be truly pious.in ihq'sight o God, he must be purely
intelligent, . Piety witheuit in; Iliw‘i&fmm-.‘.ud devotion
without undorstanding, is enghusi@ifig. & ~¢°. "

The object of our religion,eis to make us' more -intelltgent, than -
we coulll be without it, not so much, to make us acquainted with
what we do see, as with what we do not see. - It is designed to
evolve the faculties, to enlighten the understanding, and through
this medium, purify the hoait. It is caiculated to muke men bettefi
by makjng them wiser; more useful, by making them mwure intelli-
gent; not intelligent on some subjects only, but on all sul;?\s. on

!
-
:

[433

.

which intelligence can be obtained: und when science fails{ revela-
~tion supplies its place, and unfolds the secrets and mvsteries of the
unscen world, leads the mind into the kuowledge of the future ex-
istence of men, makes it acquainted with angels, principalities, and -
powers, in the eternal world; carries it into heaven and heavenly
places,)makes it ucquainted with God, its Redeemer, and its asso- |
ciates fh the et~rnal mansions; so that when science fails, and phi-
losophy vanishes away, revelation, more extensive in its operations,
begins whoere they [science and philosophy] ends, and feasts' the
mind with intelligence, pure und holy, from the presence of God. -
Tells of eternal mnasiuns, of immortal glories, of everlasting do-
minions. of angelic throngs, of heavenly hasts, of flnming seriphs,
of crowns of glory, of palms of victory, of the saint’s eternal trie
umph through a glorious resurrection, of songs of everlasting 1oy,
ol God the father of ail, of Jesus the mediator of the new covenant,
und of the blood of thg spriukling, which speaketh butter things,
e s Srgencuin AUk ,
1t not only acquaints us with these eternal things, but it makes
known unto us tiie future history of inan 10 time, of the purposes of
God, which have to be accomplished before the end of all things
comts. It warns and forewarns, of the wars, the pestilences, the
fumines, the earthquakes, and the desolations, which are coming on
the earth.  The aising and falling of nations: and also the desola-
tion of the eartlr itscil: the falling of the mountains, the rising of
the vallies, the melting of the rocks, the purifving of the elements
by fire: of tho sun’s vauling bis face, the moon’s turning to blund,
the stars of hoaven falling: of the heavens ralling away as a serolly
and of Christ’s deseending from heaven in a clond. with the -shout
of the arch angel, and tho trump of God.  And of the wicked's fears
ing and trembling, of their faces gathoring blackness, and aof theie
secking a refuge under the mountains, and of their calling upon the
rocks to hide them from the face of him that sitteth upon the throne,
and from the wrath of the Lamb;  ¢For the great day of his wrath
has came, and who shall be able to stand?” e
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All this mase ofﬁpomﬁt inteliiginos, ;bg;tlm with the final end”

of all thrones, and dominions, and princialities, sand powers,
and governnbents, which: hothing WMse Y)ut rev,cln%;on coul{lx"make
- known, (for science, with alk her powers, could never declare it,
. ndither towlg philospphy, with- he‘ utmost stretch, reach it,) wo ob-
tain by our holy religion; fOF ti€ is her province; it is the theatre
wl_xere she acts; it is the busincss we' have for horg it is to tell us
things which nothing else could tell; it is to fill us with that kind of
wisdom, which cometh down from above, and which is alone ob-
Jained by revelation, and by the powers which our holy religion
confers, and by nothing clse. In view then, of what we have al
ready obtained, and of what there is to be obtained, we have uss
sembled ourselves together in this remote land, to prepare for that
which is coming on the earth, and. wo have this day laid the corner
stones of this temple of God, and"design, with as little deluy as pos-
sible, to complete it, and (fo rear up to the name of our God in this
city, **Far West,” a house, which shall be's house of pray:r, a
house of learning, a house of order, and a house of God; where all
the scicnces, languages &c., which are taught in our country, in
schools of the highest order, shall be mugmé And the object 14, to
have it on a plan accessable to all classes, the poor, as well us the

rich, that all persons in our midst, may have an opportunity to edu- -

eate their children, both male and female, to any extent they please.
So that all the talents in our midst, may he callod foith, in order
‘that we may avail oursclves, of all the means God puts into our
hands, and put it into the power of' all, to dulivea themselves, from
the pnpositions, and  frauds, ‘which are practicing upan the more il-
litcrate part of the community, by thuse who have had superior ad-
vantages, or us {ar, at least, as learning can go tc obtain this object,

Oue pazt of the house, shall be set apart for & jiacc o8 womship,
where we shall invoke our God for revelations, when we have gone
as fur as human learning can carry us, that by revelntions, visions
&ec. we may fill the vacuum still left, alter science and philosophy
have done all they can do. 8o that we may lmve that understand-
ing, ond that wisdom which brings salvation, and that knowledge
which is unto eternal life, :

That whether there are wars, or famines, or pestilences, or earth-
qunkes, or distress of nations, or whatever may come according to
the purposes of our God, that we may kuow it before hand, and be
prepared for it, so that none of these things shall overtake us as a
thief §n the night, and while we are crying peace and safety, sud-
@#n destruction come upon us. .- .

The Savior of the world himself, while he was here with his dis-
ciples, said, that, **As it was in the days of Noah, so should it be
at the coming of the Son of man. They were cating, they were
drinking, they were marrying, and giving in marriage, and koew
o1, till the flood came and swept them all away—So shall it be, at
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_ tho coming of ihe £ man.” Aud Pay) daclared to the saints of

his day, “That the day of -the Jhord #0 dometh, as a thief in the
night. - That when the peoplo orv orying pence-ond safety, then
sudden destruction cometh upon them, and ihey shall not escape.
And that wicked mon and..seducers, weuld war wo ‘Worse;

deceiving and being deceived.” Thay will, says Peter, say, “where
is the promisc of his coming; for since the fathers fell asigep, al
things totitinue 'as they were {rom the beginning of the creation.”

Sugh is tobe the statc of the world, at the miost important pegiod
in the existence of man’s earthly tesidencd, The discripiion gjven
by Isalah,'is tremendous in the extreme, “Behold, the Liord maketh
the edrth empty, and maketh it'wiste, and ‘turaeth it up gsido dowm,
and scatteréth abroad the inhubitadts thereof. 'And it shall be, ns
with the peopleso with the priest; s with the setvant so with bis
mastor, 'ds ivith the maid so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so
with the gellér; as with the lender so with the “borrower; as with
the taker of usury, so with the giver of usury to him; the land shall
be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the [ord hath spoken
this wdrd, ~The earth mourneth and fadeth away,' the world " lan-
guisheth, and fadeth away; the haughty people of the earth do lan-
guish. The earth is aivo defiled under the imhabitants thereuf, be-
-cause they have tiansgressed the laws, changed the ordinances,
broken the eved'}?g:g covenant. - Therefore hath the curse de-
vouréd the eartl, they that ‘dwell therein are desolate: therc-
fore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, ard few men left.”

The prophet Malichi discribing the eame scene and the same peried of eca-
lamity says, ‘‘For behold, the day comath that shall burn as an oven; and aLs
the proud, and avLz that dv wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that com-
eth shell burnikem up, saith the Lurd of Hosts, that it shall leave them neither
Toout.nor branch. . R . . .

The psalmist David, in the majesty of his prophetic power, has left usa
warning-alse, whes be says, *‘The mighty God, even the Lord hath spoken,
-end called the earth from the rising of the sun to the going down thereof. . Out
of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined. Our GGod shall come, and
shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before, him and it shall be very tempest-
vous round about him: He shallcall, to the heavens from above and to the
earth (that he may judge his people). Gather my saints together unto me:
those that have made a cevenant with me by sacrifice. Aad the heavene shall

“declare his righteousnese; for God isJudge himnseif.¢¢

Having then knowladge of these things, and the voice of God being unto vs,
to gather together, ead niske a covenant with our God by sacrifice’. We have
given heed thereunto, and, are here this-day as witnesses for God, that he has
not spoken in vain, neither has he said ip vain. But the day and the bour of
his judgements sleepeth not, neither do they slumber; and whether men believe
or do nout believe, it alters not the word which God has caused to be spoken,
but come it muat, and come it will, and that to the astonishment, the confusion,
and the dismay, of thousands who believe not, neither will they regard, ontil
ovértaken by it asa thietin thé night, and sudden distruction come upon them,
and there be none to deliver. . "

Knowing thereforc the terrors of the Lord, we warn our fellow men, pot, on-,
ly by precept, but ezample also, by leaving our former Howcs, 16 Which.wmé * ./
were bound by the strongest ties, suffering s sacrifice of thir ‘greatest . shase of™.* *

WWW AI_zmcI’D';ll):Tl’flt]'ypl’g %


Owner
Text Box

Owner
Text Box


ksl -

carthly possessiotia , of s, ip times past, Wze vieh, -but foe.
:::e, .n'd.’n the command % Glod o baeo! hénh&[

became poer for quz sakes) eo lufiike maiiner, we Mov«iu‘ . 4sample, and be-

(]

com:dpoor for bis sgke, i It )
as MY no} fe the wrath of the king, and refuved to
be‘:dhd&m% gg»ﬁk‘lﬁ: ngt’fr, ehﬂ? nther &Ma sflliction
with the ‘rnplo of God, oajody the pleasursa of sin for a season, having re.
spect Q& e recompence of veward. 8o do we, we cheoso to suffecafllistion
with tH) people of @od, rather then enjoy the flatteries of the world for s sea-

on. , :
* Itsts not because we ea 1f we were o8 disposed, enjey beth the henors
and flatieries of the werld, we havé voluntarily thein. in sacrifice,

and the riches of‘the world alse, fora more dursble gubstance: Our God has

Promised us rewszd of eternal inherftanse, and we have believed his promise,

d thoagh we wade thrbugh great iibulation, we are in nothing discouraged
for we ktiow he that hus promised is filthfal, The promise {s sure, and the

" yaward is certain. ltis use of this, that we have taken the spoiling of our -

good-. Our cheeks haye been given to the amiters, and our heads to those who
ave plucked off the hair. We have not only when smitten on one cheek turn-
ed the other, but we bave donait, again and again, until we are wearied of be-
ing emitten, and tived of beiug trampled upon.  We have proved the world with
kindness, we have suffered their abuse without cause, with patience, and
have endured without resentment, until this day, and still their pergecutiona and
violence does not cease. But from this day and this hour, we will suffer it no
more,

We take God and all the holy angels to witness this day, that we wam all
men in the name of Jepus Clinist, to come an us no more forever. for from thir
hour, we will bear it no anore, our rights wuo ore be trampled on with
impunity. The mansor the aet of memy -@&mm it at the ex-

nse of theirlives. { And that mob that cotnes on us to disturb us; it shall be

tween us and them a war of extermination, for we will follow them, till the

Jeat drop of th.ir blood is spilled, o} else they will have to exterminate us: for
.we will carry the seat of war to their own houses, and their own families, and

on- party or the other shall be utterly destroyed.—Remember it then all Mex.

We will never be the agressors, we will infringe on the rights of no people:
but shall stand for our own until death. We claim our own mghts, andare
willing that all others ghall enjoy thbirs.

No man shall be at liberty to come into our streets, to threaten us with mobs,
for if he does, he shall attone for it befpre he leaves the place, neither ahall he
be at liberty, to villify and slander any of us, for suffer it we will not in this

iace.
P We therefore, take all men to record this day, that we proclaim our liberty
on this day, as did our fathers. And we pledge this day to one another, our
fortunes, our lives, and our sacred honors, Lo be delivered from the persecutions
which,we have had to endure, for the last nine years, or nearly that. Neither
will we indulge any man, or act of men, in instituting vexatious law suits against
a8, 10 cheat us out of our just rights, if they attempt it we say wo bc unto them.
We this day then proclai .+ ourselves free, with a purpose and 2
determination, that never can be broken, “no ncver! no never!!
NO NEVER.”!
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