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THE RESTITUTION.

BY ELDER E. C. EVANS.

It 18 with a degres of gratitude
that I essay to stand befors you
upon this occasion. Feeling the
reepongibility of the hour and my
incompstency, without divine as-
pistanes, I trust that you will plead
with God that I may be divinely
drected.

I draw your attention to the 3d
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles,
from the 19th to the 21st verses in-
clugive, where you will read thess
words: ¢Repent yo therefors, and
ba converted, that your #'ne wmay
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be blotted. ou$, when the times of
rofreshing shall comse from the
presence of the Lord; and he shall
gend Jesus Christ, which before
wss preached unfo you: whom the
heavens must receive until the
times of restitution of all things,
which God hath spoken by the

mouth of all his holy prophets since :

the world began,” ,

Statisticians inform us that from
the creation of Adam till the pres-
ent day, over ome hundred and
forty-three billions of men have
been placed upon this probation.
Theological history informs us that
legs than oune billion have ever em-
braced Christianity in any form,
Many leading ministers tell as that
this life is the only probation that
the children of men will enjoy;
that here ws must believe and obey
the gospel, or be irretrievably lost.
We are further informed that God
created Adam and placed him here
pure and stainless, and in conge-
quence of gin that he fell and in-
ourred  displeasure nof only upon
himself, but wpon his posterity;
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not only upon his posterity, but
upon all the animal world; not only
upon the ammal world, but upon.
the vegetable world; indeed, that
in consequence of his transgression
over there in Ecen, God cursed the
world. ‘But to meet this we are
informed that God has provided a
remedy, that thoses who believe in
Jesus and serve him .will be saved
from eternal damnation, aund that,
-at death, they will go to a place of
purity, holmess and perfestion,
called heaven, While the teeming
millions who have never obeyed the
-truth will bo consigned to endless,
seething, fiery, liguid flames.

Now, it seems to me that thig
theology misrepresents both God
.and the Bible. We believe that
good is stronger than evil, that
light is beifer than darkness, that
God im omnipotent, and {hat he
never meb a successful rival. In
consequence of this we affirm that
eventually God will redeem the
song of men, and bring back the
earth and all therein to the condi-

ions that he designed it ‘to eujoy
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before the fall. Anything short of
this would make Satan a3 successful
rival, and rob Jesus of the glory of
being the Redeemer of the world.

Were we to be placed far off in
the heaven that rome have loved (o
talk about, and this world would
be absolutely and wholly destroyed,
it seems that it would tell the story
- of God’s defeat.  Werethe teem-
ing millions, with the exception of 2
few, to he: lost;, it seems that it
“would tell the story of Satan’s vic-
tory. Were this world to ever re-
main under the curse God placed
upon it because of Adam’s trans-
gression;- it - would seem  that -evil
_ was stronger than good.

Now, in order tor us to see what
shall be restored, we ‘must try aund
discover what was lost,  We tarn -
your attention to the lst and 2d
chapters of Genesis, aud there we
read -that God  oreated man pure
and  stainlese, In_ his: own Image.
Thathe made not man alone; bub
an hslp-mate for bim, 3 co-equal,
one that would love and hondr and
one that would be loved and honored.
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And as thig is trne, we look at
them in that beautiful garden,
gsurroundad with all that could
make life pleasant. As we listen
to the warbling of the birds that
are singing thelr morning praises
to the God that crsated them; and
we listen &0 the babling brook and
the gurgling stream, and the whis-
pering leaves, and gaze upon the
flowers whozse perfume freighted
the awr like sweet incense, we dis-
cover the first chapter of the story
of God’s love to the children of
men. Here we ses that God gave
man dominion over all the world,
over the fishes of the sea and the
fowls of ths zir, and over all that
was in this life. ¢Ves,” says ons,
“but God blindivlded him, dug a
ditoh, caused him to walk in if,
and curssd bim because he fell.”
MNow, we do not believe this, [f1I
were a bellever in the doctrine thaf
GGod forsordained, prodestined and
designed that men would be damned,
I could not love him; I could not
revere ov reipest him. I  want

to show youn this morning that God
www.LatterDayTruth.org



2

&
gave. to Adam his  free- agenoy,
and that the men who term them-
gelvaz " infidels, who talk =0 much
abovs *sliberiy and jrgedom,” have
- plainly shown tha¢ if they had the
running of this world, shey would
have made us slaves, without the
liberty te do ag we please. :
God gave Adam dominion over
all, even permitted kim to partake
-of the tree of life, that he might
live foraver. - But in order to test
o this man’s love, 1a - order to see

whether he was obedient or not, he

‘gave him 3 law: that esid he must -
not eat of the tree of the knowledge
. of good and. evil. - ¢*Ah,” gays one,
¢there is* where the Lord made a
-mistake and acted cruelly; he knew
he would ‘eat it Let me touch
that right here. - Horsknowledge
and foreordination are vastly differ-
ent. Did God blindfold him? No.
Did Adam know -the oconsequence
_-of that disobedisnce? Partially, yes.
Lot me illugtrate. My brother on
‘my left here owns a large farm.
He comes to me and says, “Now,
- If you will: work for me, keep all
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‘my commandments, do all the work
that I instrust to your oare, you
shall never know 2 pain, you shall
never have z sigh, and yvoun shall
never drop u tear. ¥You will live
throughout one eternsl day, with-
out a pain. But I want to tell you
that I am going to leave you now;
and there 18 another individual who,
in my absence, will come to you
and request you to go over and
work on his farm, Now, YoU caw
DO A4S YOU PLEAsE, but let me tell
you, if you go and work for hum,
that his farm is swampy and low,
and you are liable to take dieease,
and you will surely die i1f yon work
for tha§ individual,”” My brother
leaves me to do a8 I please. After
a while this other gentleman comes
along, aud he tells me a fine story,
and finslly I am persuaded to go
over and work on the other farm,
Now, 1t I get mzlarial fever, con-
gumption sets iz, snd death snsues,
who 18 to blame? Just me-—not this
brother who wanted me to work on
this goed farm, but me, who re-
fused to work for him and worked
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for the other man, That is what’

God did with Adam. He gave him

to understand that 1f he would
“keep hig law and abstain from eat-
ing of the fruit of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, he
- would bless him with life, and he
would enjoy it abundantly, with all

that the word means, Adam chose |
to gerve Satan and to break the
_law, and he will be paid for .

- Why, God shows falr play, you

know; he says every man will be

rewarded according fo his works;

and while the wages of sin is death,
.. the wages of obedience is certam

life. Now, Satan came and tock
Adam aside, and through his wife
they had a conversation there, and

- finally they broke the law, and en- -
_ tailed upon themselves what they

had been informed would follow.

~ What more could man expeot than

~ that which he received? He used

 the nght of hls agenoy and chose
~ to do wrong, and the consequencesf
. or penalties of wrong doing had to.
‘be met. When we do right, by

obedience to the law, we will re-
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colve the bleﬂsi‘ng; when we do
wrong, by transgressging the law,
we must racelve the curse.  There
is a good statemient made 1in the
Bible whersin it is said, “To whom-
soever you yield yourselves ger-
vante to obey, his gervants you are
to whom vyou obey.” Woell, now,
I do not think that God did wrong,
1 do not think there was any mis-
take made in this regard. Adam
chose to do as he pleased, and he
had to accept the consequences.
We see him driven from the garden
of Eden. And I might ask, What
is thie tree of the knowledge of
evil? Some have epirtuslized it
and taken the positicn that it did
not mean s tree; that it was soms
symbolical expression. Now, your
‘speaker is of the opinion that it
meant a tree with real frmit—he
will fake that position this morn-
ing—and that that fruiw had an
effect upon the physical organiza-
tion of Adam, and that it poizoned
the spiritmal fiuid that coursed
through hig veins and robbed him
of etermal life. You spiritualize
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the truif, 1 will spiritualize the tree,
another will spirituaiize the garden,
and gsome one eise will spiritualize
the man, until we have the whole
thing spiritualized. I belisve that
tha$ frow had a literal effect upon
man’g organization. But there was
an antidote preparad for that poison.

You remember that after the fall
God went to Adam aund said, You
must go out of this garden. Why?
Do you remember the reason ae-
signed? He should be driven from-
the garden lest he partake of the
fruit of the tree of life and Iive
forever. MNow, know this, if Adam
bhad partaken of the frmit of the
tree of life, be would have lived
forgver; and I believe that 15 was
in mercy that God drove him irom
the garden and excluded him from
the tree of life; for if he had hived
forever in that ocondition, wutter
gloom would have covered his pos-
terity forever; so far a8 we are mn-
formed 1 the record. But he was
driven from the garden. And not
ouly i the man snd the woman
cursed, but the animal world 1s
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cursed with them, and enmity arose -
between man and beast. Not only
this, but the very earth 18 cursed.
and appears 28 BWalnps, GANONS,
jagged peaks, lofsy mountaing, and
gloomy delle. With thorns, thistles
and briars, Weare told in the 10th
chapter of Genesis that in prooess
of time the earth was divided, be-
came digturbed, and it is becoming
worse and worse., And we are in-
formed that in a little while God
again curged the gone of men, con-
founded the pure and beauntiful
language that they all epoks, and
they were driven 28 a people who
had dierespected God’s law, all o’er
the land.

Now this ensued as s corgequence:
we have all suffered the penalty,
hence it is smid, “It is appointed
unto man onoe to die,” We have
31l had to snbmit 40 the dread de-
oree: ““The wages of gin is death.”
Oan we ever vedesm ourselves?
“0 ne,” says the worldy <‘Jesus
came, and thoss fow who heliave in
him may go to hesven.” Duilths

aarth iz onrsed, the animals are
www.LatterDayTruth.org



eurged, the world at larpe is cursed;
and but few are going to acocept
salvation, and soar away to some
other.star or world, 3 beantiful and
lovely place ocalled hsaven. And
in doing so they will acknowledge
the almost entire defest of the
great object of God in the oreation
of this world and those whom he
placed upon it.

But I want to introducs o you
another individual. We have been
agcused by the world of not believ-
ing 1n Jesus Christ; that is, of not
bewng orthodox, that we make too
musch of this doctrine and the other,
and that we deny the blood of
Christ, and we do not depend upon
Ohrist. I want to show this mom-
mg, friende, that the Latter Day
BSaints do belisve in Jesus Christ,
that they look apon him as the hero
of every struggle, as congneror ovar
death, hell and the grave, as the
Redesemer of srn mswgrnn, 1 am
going to try to show you that it s
Jdesus Chnist in whom the world
may hope for salvation, that he is
the lawyer of the universs, that he
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is the advocate of the whole world, -
and that hie instrumentality will yet
destroy the works of the devil.”
Tell me that Latter Day Baints do
not believe in Jesus Chrigt! They
are teaching the dootrine that Jesus
will yet ‘‘destroy the works of the
devil.” Let me draw your atten-
tion to a thought: Suppose that my
great grandfather had owned a
large {arm, but some one by strata-
gem or in roms way robbed him of
the homestead. In conssquence he
was driven off and his posterity
made poor; we have remained poor
ever gmnce. But sappose some
brilliant, talented lawyer, after in.
vestigating the maiter to some ex-
tent, whall come ¢o me snd =say,
¢‘Now, 1 believe that there are evi-
dences in the world, if they oould
bs oollsctad togsther, that would re-
instate you upon your great grand-
father’'s homestead, that would
bring back to the family the right
and title to this land; aud, wow, if
youn will give ms one hundred dollars
I will institnte proceedings against
the villian who robbed your great
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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grandfather, and I will win back
the homestead for you.” Thereare
many oages just hke that. I in-
troduoe to you Jesus, as the lawyer
of the sous of men. Maybe you
do not belisve that is right, but if
you will turn your attention to
1 John 2:1, 2, you will read there
that Jesus is called the s“Advooate.”
That i, 2 lawyer, an intercessor.
And hencs Wesley understanding
something about 1t; could say:

‘‘He ever lives above, for me to intercede,

His all redeeming love, his precwus blood
to'plead;

The Father hears him pray, his dear an-
nointed one,

He caémot turn -away_the pleadmgs of his
on

Now, Jesus ig the lawyer who is
going to plead the case; we place
it all 1n his hands. He comes to us
and says, in effect, ¢“By stratagem
your forefather was robbed of the
dominion of this world (for Adam
had it given to him}); you have
been robbed of it and of sternal life.
But [ will win it back for you if
von will pay me what l ask.” What
is the pay that he requires? <‘Sop,

daughter, give me thine heart; com-
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ply with the conditions of my law,
g0 that you may be able o develop
a character that will entitle you to
a residence in the homestead when 1
have redeemed it.” ¢0,” says ons,
“vou are going o make a regular
lawsnit out of this” I want to
know if the Bible don’t represent
. God as being the Judge? I want
to know if the twelve don’t repre-
gent the jury? Don’t you know -
that the Bible says that the Saints
ghall judge the world, and vot only
the world, bus shall judge angels?
And the record stated that the devil
was once an angel, and that he with
other angels fell. Here, then, is 2
lawsuit going on, and these crim-
mals are to be tried; somebody 18
going to try and judge them. The
twelve aposties are called judges,
and they are to sit upon twelve
thrones and judge the twelve {ribes
of Israel, and voé only them, but
the Saints are to judgs the world
and angels. Hore we have a judge,
jury, and Jesus i the lawyer. Now,
he came for evidenoce 1800 years
ago, anpd he collgcted 3 great desl
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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of it, no doubt. And then he es-
tablished his law, the gospel, among
the sons of men, by which they
counld begin to develop a character
that would entitle them to enter
the old homestesd, when redeemed.
Then he goes away. Now, he says,
s«Liet not your hearts be troubled;”
believe 1n Giod and in me. it I go
away, I will come again. Do not be
frightened. Your lawyer is going
away, but he is coming back again,
That was the hope of God’s people
all along the line, that Jesus would
return, that the court wounld yet eet,
that Satan would yet be tried, and
they restored to their rights.

Did Satan really get dominion of
this world? Jesus Christ upon one
ocoasion made a statement like this:
¢“The prince of this world cometh;
but ke hath nothing in me.” Ab,
when the prines came to the first
man, Adam, he had something in
him, and robbed him of all he had
that was worth having.  Buf when
he came to Jesaus, did he have any-
thing in him? No. Hae ¢ried him,
tempted him, but he fell not. Do
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you remember the manner of temp-
tation that hb offered him, that on
condition that Christ would bow
down and worship him he would
give him all the kingdoms of this
world, and the glory of them? Do
you think he could have given him
the kingdoms of this world if he
did not own them? ¢0,” says one,
s*Jesus, you know, has told us that
Satan was a har, and for us not to
belisve him.” But, friends, listen,
The . 4th chapter of Matthew tells
ug that Jesus was_ tempted of the
devil and that this was one of the
temptations. If Jesus knew that
the devil did not have dominion
over this world, would it have been
a temptation? Let me illusirate:
Suppese my brother here is an alien,
a foreigner, does not own a foot of
land here, and he was to say to me,
“B. C., if you will give me your
jack knife I will give you the state
of fowa.” Would that be any temp-
tation to me? No. Why? I would
say, ‘‘Mister, you sannot give ms
the state of lows, you do nob own
any 1and in this country.” It would
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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be no temptation to me whatever,
If it was a fact that Satan did not
“have the dominion he proposed to
grive, what temptation was the offer
to Jesus Christ? Why the very
fact shows that be did have domin-
ion, that he was called the ‘‘prince
of this world,” that he had robbed
us of the dominion, and that Jesus
Christ was the lawyer, and he want
ed to bribe him. You can find
some lawyers who can be bribed. I
remember one in particular in the
dominion of Uanada. Some young
people had some land left them,and
they got a lawyer to look up the
case. The man who had his hands
on it was a wealthy man, and he
says to the lawyer: ¢“These children
do not know much about law; I
will give you one hundred dollars
{0 advise them it will be of no use
io look it up.” The lawyer took
the one hundred dollars, and told
the young people that there was no
use of their going to law about it,
it would do them no good. They
rested on the advics of the lawyer

for two or three years, when they
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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happened to come in contact with
another lawyer,and he says: ¢“There
18 something in that, and [ am in-
torested. I will get that land for
you, snd it shsll not cost you a
doliar if I fail.” And he got the
Iand. ‘

They tried to bribe our advocats,
but he would not take the bribe.
Thank heaven, there is one lawyer
that will not be bribed.  We may
lock for justice in this regard.

In process of time Satan used
every means that lay within his
power to crush the work and rain
the reputation of this advocate; and
by and by, when the people were
sufficiently wrought up, they killed
him; crucified him. But don’t you
know that was a short railroad by
which he could go-and get evidence
from the world beyond? Aund the
resalt was, he desocended into the
lower paris of the earth and collect-
ed much svidence there, no doubt.
Then he ascended to hesven to
finish preparing for trial. Vou re-
member the poor, despised foreigner

exile, there on that little isles of
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Patmos; when he was weeping in
his lonelinese, the lawyer appeared
to him and told him of the wonder-
ful things that wers to take place;
told him of bis success. ¢l am he
that liveth and was dead. * * And
have the keys of hell and death.” '
" Then friends, Satan has the world,
he iz the prince of this world. And
as God said to the Seer, (Doo. and
Cov. p. 65.) *“And the devil shall
have power over his own dominion.”
“He ig the god of this world.”—2
Cor. 4:3,4. But thank God, when
the judgment sete, his kingdom and
dominion shall be taken away from
him and given back to Adam and
his posterity, and the kingdoms of
this world shall become the king-
doma of our God and his Christ.” -
«How are you going to get it back
sgain?”  Hays ons, «We do nog
want it.” Bus if we do not gat the
world back he will get the bedy; it
-will mounlder away in the dust. And
there must be z vestoration; we are
not going %o get something new,
but something 18 going to be re-

gtored.
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We have sesn how man was oursed,
how that he was driven irom the
garden, how he lost that immortal
inherifance; that the earth was
oursed; that enmily was placed De-
fween him and the beasts of the
field. That the land was terribly
scourged, and earthquakes made
the earth tremble and cut 1t up, and
the land was divided. But Jesus
declares he is going to redeem it.
How? He will be our advooate, and
in the process of time our court
will sit. Says one, #Did you ever
read that 1o the Bible?” If vou
will turn your attention to Daniel
7:22, you will read that the judg-
ment shall sit. There is to be a
judgment. You will also read in the
- 20th ohapter of Revelation whers
the oriminal in this cass will be
srrested by & detective gent from
haaven. 1If you have never read i,
1 will quote: “And ! zaw an angel
come down from heaven, having
the ksy of the bottomless pit;, and a
great chain in bis hand. And be
laid hold of the dragon, that old

serpent, which is the devil, and
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Satan, and bound him a thousand
years, and oast him into the bottom-
less pit.” Here he 18 sent to prison
and hig sentence i for a thousand
years. Now, what is to becomse of
the great world this individmal ig
oalled the prines of, when the judg-
ment ehall sit? We read as follows:
“«And the kingdom snd the domin-
ion, and the greatnesg of the king-
dom, under the whols heavens, are
to be given to the peopls of-the
saints of the Most High.” Thisis
just what Adam lost, and it is what
is going to be given to his posterity.
To have a complete restoration of
all things, there must be a regurrec-
tion. Ths holy prophets spaks of
the resurrection of the dead. Job
gays: ¢‘Ob that my words were now
written! oh that they were printed

in a book!. - That they were graven
with an iron pen and lead in the rock -
. forever! For I know that my ve-

deemer liveth, and that he shall

stand at the latter day upon the

earth; and though after my skin

woring destroy this body, yet in my

fesh shall I see God.”
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We are told in Isaish, 26:19,
“Thy dead men ehall live, fogether
with my dead body shall they arise.”
low beautifully the Lord speaks!
“Come, my people, and enter into
that chamber [the grave] and waill
for a little moment.”-—Oh how
sweet!—ifor a little moment, until
the indignation is past.” Job knew
that the indignation had to pass and
said, ¢‘All the daye of my appointed
time will I wait till my change
comes. Thou shall call, and I will
answer thee; thou wilt havea de-
gire to the works of thy hands.”
God formed this body, he will have
respect for it. And Jesus telle us,
¢Marvel not, for the hour is coming
when all they. who are in their
graves shall hear his voice.”—John
5:28,29,

Here vou discover that the devil
will not have a2 tax title upon our
bodies forever, in conmsequence. of
Adam eating an apple over thers in
the garden, but Jesus Christ is the
resurrection and the life, snd the
time will soms that he will resur-

reot them all, and reward them ze-
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cording to their works. So here wo

~ have the resurrection. Whatelse
do we have? We have arenawed

‘world, the earth, the kingdom re-
claimed and given to the people of
the Saints of the Most High. We

havenot only the righteous dead, but
the wicked ‘dead resurrected We‘ .

~have those who are ahva when Jesus
comes being changed in 2 moment.

Here then, wo have all raised andthe
k“kmgdom, and the dommmn, and, ;
 the greatness of the kmgdom given

_ to [the eaints of the Most High.”

“But’,” 8av8 ‘Onef ;“I“QOk at ﬁhe - s
condition it 18 in. It is all divided

- and here are mountaine and valleys,

hille and dales, and acres  of 1t .

barren.”  Oh, but friends, turn to

_ the 40th chapter of Isaiah, and we
- read there, 1 substance at least,

that every valley will be brought
‘up, and every mountain shall be
brought  down, and the ‘erooked

places made straight, and the rough

~ places made tmooth, Says ome,

«We have not got the world all re- -

stored if you do have the valleys - |
"brought up and the mountams} L
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brought down; look at the ourse of

thorns and briare.”  But if youn
will turn to the 55th chapter of
Inaiah and 13th verse vou will read:
«Ingtead of the thorn shall coms up
the fir-iree, and instead of the briar
shall come up the myrtle tree.”
Here we learn we are going %o have
no more thorns and briasre, and God
is going to bless the earth.

Hays one, “That is true; but
then look! KEven if we have got all
the curse removed aund the earth
brought back to 1is ancient purity
and fertility, lock a$ the animalg—
look at the enmity that existe in the
animal kingdom.” But do you not
know the promise v as made by God
to Joel that the time would come
when the Spirit of God would be
poured ount upon all flegh? How does
the Bpirit act when it is poured out
upon us? Friends, it does not mat-
ter whether you are out listening to
the war whoop of the red man, or
whether you may have been associat-
ed with the lowest depths of moral
degardation, let the SBpirit of God
have ite eoffect om you, snd it will
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make you ealm, and pare, and holy
and merciful in your dispesition;
and the man that claims to enjoy
the Holy Spirit and is 2 crank a¢
home and abroad, I believe that
man spdake an uniruth.  If thatis
the way it effects the sons of men— °
if it'makes a man who is sinful and
wicked, to be calm aud sweetof-dis-
‘position, pure and holy in his as-
pirations, don’t you. believe it will
have somewhat the same effect up-
" on the rest of the animal world?
“But,” says one, ‘‘was there any
promise that it would thus effect
them?’ ' Ves, frisnds, in: the 11th
chapter of Isaiab, from the 6th to
the 9th verses; weread: ¢The wolt
also shall dwell with the lamb, and
the leopard shali lie down with the
kid; and the. calf and the young
Tion and the tatling together and a
little ohild shall lead them. ~ And
the cow and the bear shall feed;
their young ones shall lie dowan to-
gether; and the lion shall eat straw
liks the ox, And the sucking child
shall play on the hole of the asp,
and $he weaned child shall put his
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hand on the cockatrice den. They
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain, forthe earth shall be
full ot the knowledge of the Lord.”

Hare we discover that Jesms
Ohrist will redesm the world and
bring it back to what it once was;
take all the curse off the vegstable
world,and off the animal world, and
will bring the earth back to its
anoien$ purity, and resurrect all the
dead.

ssBut,” says omne, ‘“‘after having
done all this, yet you know the
ourge is atill upon us. Look af us;
our langusge has been confounded,
and we cannot undersfand each
- other. = There was a time when all
the world spoke ome sweet, pure
language, but now look at us.” Oh,

"...friends, do you not know that God

will restore to the earth a pure lan-

guage, that all the sons of men may

worship him with one voice? Zeph--
aniah follows 1t up by saying that,

sThen I will turn to the peopls a

purs language, that they may all

call upon the Lord, to serve bim with

one-consent.”
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How much is left, friends? We
have everything restored. ¢‘Bat,”
says one, ‘thers is ome thought
more; what is going fo become of
the world that has sinned?”’ Thaey
will be punished for their sing; and
after the punishment is over it shall
have the effest upon them to enable
them to establish within their hearts
alove for Qod; for God will not
punish oui of epite, but because of
love, to purify the gold and burn
ous the dross, and by and by estab-
lish that which shall destroy the
works of the devil. The last enemy
that shall be desiroyed is death,

We Latter Day Saints look at
Josug Christ as the hero of every
struggle; as the cne who shall es-
tablish us in purity and righteous-
ness upon the lands of the redesmed
and sanctified earth. Wa look to
him a8 the “rosk of ages,” as a per-
tect harbor of safety; we. look at
Iim as the Bavior of all mankind,
especially those that are his by cov-
enant relationehip in this world and
in the worlds %o come, and thoss
who shall be his by covenant rela-
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tionghip. Thus we discover Jesus
as the hero of all the worlds; as the
conqueror of death, hell and the
grave; as the destroyer of Satan; as
the destroyer of death; as the one
who will give life abundantly to all
the sons of men,

We have shown you that we were
driven from the tree of life, and in
consequence bad to die. Permit
me, now, to show you that in the
22d chapter of Revelation, that on
gither side of the river in the holy
city shall stand the tres of life.
Now, thiz tree of life bears twelve
mannar of fruit, a kind for each
month in the year; and the par-
taking of this tree of life will per-
petuate life, ag it would have done
wore they permitted %o remain in
the gavden of Eden., And thus we
find Hden restored, man immortal-
ized and the world redeemed, by the

Lord Jesus Christ.

- I remark that God through Christ
will yst redeem all people from tha
grave and Satan, This ‘must be
done, we think, elss Satan would be
& -successful rival. That God will
subdue all things and desiroy the
works of the devil, destroy death,
and rsscue all from the grave, and
ultimately restore a perfect harmony
of all the universe, see the fol-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



: .50
lowing - from the Bible: 1 Cor, 15:
22-98; Phil, 2:12,13; Isa, 45: 11+
253 521105 Heb. 83113 Dan, 7:14;
John'4:-42; 12:82: 1 Tim, 4: 10;‘
2:6; Isa. 66:24; John 5:29;. Hos.
18,14, . That the sinner will be
- punished :is evident. - We can con-
--ceive  of but three reascns why our

Father would punieh his disobedient -

children. First, from motive of re-
venge, spite or hatred. Now, the

attributes ascribed to God in ‘the

Bible are power, justice, goodness,
love, meroy and fatherhood. These
attributes at once forbid us to sur-
mige  that our father will punigh

from these motives. A good earth-
ly father would not. pumsh his chil- -
~dren from motives of revenge, spite
or-hatred, much less our heavenly:
- Father. The second reagon: Tor
-the good of  other members of his
family, who might learn obedience
- by the suffering of those punished.
_But this reason fails when we read
_ that all will be judged when the
¢ibooks’ are opened; hence, it will
be t00 late then to learn by the sul-

“fering of another. The third and

true motive for God’s punishment,
- is: For the good of his children, to
er&dwate ovil; and, if vou will allow
me the mataphorlcal eXprefsion 86
;\commomy used in the Bxble, ,he

pnmshes them to *‘burn ount the
= owww:LatterDayTruth,org
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dross and purify the gold,” that
after they have ¢‘paid the uttermost
- farthing,” the Iast ¢‘mite,” or in
other words, suffered according to
their works of evil, then they will
geo that the “chastening” has been
for their profit, and afterwards 1t
will yield the peacesble fruits of
righteousness, and they will “be
partakers of God’s holiness” and yet
bow in reverencs {o the love and
power of God who has cleansed them
from all unrightsousness, and thus
prepared them toreceive the reward
for the good done in life. In ver-
ification of this, see the following:
Heb. 12:5-11; Rev. 8:19; 2 Cor.
5:10; Col. 3:25; Mats. 5:25, 26;
18: 30.35; Luke 12:59; Rev. 22:
12. That the work of punishment
and reformation will continue atter
death is evident from the following
soripture: 1 Dater 8:18-20; 4:86;
1 Cor. 15:29; Phil. 2:10,11; Rev.
1:18; Isa. 24:22. Thank God!
Jesug will win back all the world.
Soffering will have an end; death
will be destroyed; Satan will be
songuered; pezce will cover the
earth, and God, who is called
¢Father” more ¢han twe hundred
and fiffy times in the New Testa-
men$, will demonstrate to all that
he has ever loved his children. Oh,
how beautiful ars the facte in the
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Bible comparad with ths cold, oruel,
ravengeful wetory az. told by the
theclogy of today that says ihe
dewil ‘will reign king of hell pre-
giding over a roaring, sesthing,
liquid lake, in which is engulfed the
Isrgest part of God’s creatureg,
burning in flery flames forever more;
and that this beauntiful world will ba
destroyaed and the purposes of God,
as revealed in the Bible relative to
it, will fail. o
When we ses the wisdom, love
and power of God in sending Jesus
Christ to ¢‘restors all thinge,” our
hearts are filled with love, and we
feel to-say, Oh,thon “Sun of Right-
sousness’” shed thy power o’er the
‘universe ‘tilf all will bs baptized
‘neath the halo of thy-effulgense.
Oh,thou **bright snd morning star,”
twinkle in all thy besuty ’4ill all
sball know and love thee. -Obh, thou
“rock of ages,” may sall the marin-
erd on humanity’s sea find safety on
thy towering form. Ob, thou ¢lily
of the wvalley,” blossom ’tll thy
purity shall be reflected 1n all the
souls that thou hast made. Bloom
on thou ‘‘rose of Sharen,” ’till the
air of the universe shall be freighted
with the perfume of thy love, ’iill
all worlds shall bow before thee and
pay thes homags foraver more

Amen,
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