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THE FACTIONS ON POLYGAMY AND SPIR-
B ) ITUAL WIFERY.

" BY ELDER HEMAN O. SMITH.

Herald Publishing House, Reorganized Church of Jesus
ghrist of Latter Day Saints, Lamoni, Decatur Co.,
owa.

The impression prevails with many that the
factions into which the church divided after the
death of Joseph and Hyrum Smith in 1844 did
quite generally adopt the theory and practice
of Folygamy or some form of spiritual or celes-
tial wifery.

Upon the supposition that this theory is cor-
rect it is reasoned, that the doctrine must have
had s common source, hence it must have been
taught or practiced, or both, prior to the death
of Joseph Smith, as these factions had no fel-
lowship or communion with each other after-
wards, The strength of this reasoning is
apparent, and if the premises are correct, then
there is strong circumstantial evidence in favor
of this doctrine having been introduced by Joseph
Smith, whom they all recognized as a prophet
of God. It isthen both legitimate and highly
proper to inguire into the premises of this argu-
ment, Did these rival factions as a rule adop}
polygamy, or did they quite generally reject it}

If a general acceptance of the dogma of
polygamy is evidence that the original church
from which they sprang favored it, then a gens
eral rejection of the prineiple is evidence that
the church in which they had their origin was
opposed to it. W& therefore submit some au.
thentic records touching the attitude of thege
parties regarding the subject. ‘
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2 THE FACTIONS ON POLYGAMY.
BIDNEY RIGDON.

The organization under Siduey Rigdon, who
was one of the counselors of Joseph Smith,
expressed itself in the following vigorous lan-
%uage, in the Messenger and Advocate, published

ydney Rigdon at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania,
March 15, 18451~

PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTIONS, OF THB CHURCH
OF CHRIST.

Whereas, the econnection which has herstofore
exlated betwesn ourselves and the people calling
thomselves the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Salints renders 1t.necessary that we publish to
the world a sucoinot statement of facts relating to
the position we now sustain to God gnd our fellow
men} and :

Whereas, in consequence of the rejection by that
people, of what we undoubtedly desm to be the
order of the church and kingdom of God, and the
introduction of dootrines 4nd  practices clearly
inimical to the law of God, and altogether sub-
versive of the laws of the land, abrogating the mar-
rlage contract, and substituting under the professed
sanction of Heaven, & systom of extreme licentiouge
ness, uprooting every legal restraint, and emi-
nently caloulated in its very nature to produce the
entire destruction of every virtuous e, and pour-
ing gontempt upon every holy principle contained
in the revelations of God to his ¢réature man, and
must lnevitably entall upon that pecple  abjest
wretchedness sand  woe, subjecting them to- the
righteous condemunation of every virtuous intellis
gence, whether in heaven or on earth; and :

Whereas, the better to conceal the justly odlous
system of poylgamy, duplieity, hypocrisy, and falses
hood are inculeated as virtues, the most sacred
obligations constanily violated, and families and
indlviduals plunged imto irrevosable ruln and
despalr; therefore '
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THE FACIIONS UN POLYGAMY. 8

Resolveg, that we hold no teuowshl,g with the
geoplp aalling themselves the Chuyoh of Jesus
hrigt of Latter Day Saints, and ona have 10 come
wmunion with them, unless they repent and ohey
the principles of righteousness and truth,
Resolved, that we maintsin the truth snd the
truth onli, at all hazards, r%nounoing ati
forever, the unsanctifying dogms thab
times lawiul to le, Lo me s
Resolved, that oup subjegtion tq tha |
%ﬁapelsls gs to yleld impliclt dbediends !
e land, ' S s
Resolved, that we mafntaln Gad do carneptly ooi
tend for the falth which Wad onde, aad 1§ agaln,
delivered %0 the saints, gontained in the Bible,
Book of Mormon, and Book of Covenants, ... -
Regolved, that we feel 1% a splomn and imperative
obligation we owé t0 God and qur fellow mes %0
disseminate t9 the extent 6 ouy ability, corecot {be
formation regarding 6ertaln pernicious ,oobr’iuéé

Vrinde!

QF
is

and pradtices whidh are seoretly taught by the
leaders and many of the meimbers of th a_oc%t :
called the Church of Jesus Ohrist of Latter Day

Saints; verily belleving them demoralizing and
destructive, combining all the worst feat\grgé 0f
barbarism, and containing all the eleménts of thé
wildest anarchy, and would if unchecked by the
power of truth, ultimately extinguish thé speclés.
— Messenger and Advocate, vol. 1, p, 176, B

JAMES J. 8TRANG.

Though Mr. Strang did teach and practice
polygamy years afterward, it is evident that he
did not so do before 1848.

It was not claimed by him, nor is it claimed
by his adherents, that he received this doctrine
from Joseph Smith or from the church at Nau-
v00; bub from the Book of the Law which Mr,
Strang claimed to have translated from plates
by himself found in the earth. This also ap-
pears from the following quotations, all of
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4 THE PACTIONS ON POLYGAMY,

which are taken from publications issued by au- |
thority of Mr. Strang and his organization.

At a conference held by them at Kirtland,
Ohio, August 7-10, 1846, they adopted the fole
lowing v : :

Resolved undnimously, That we utterly diss.
olaim the whole system of polygamy known as thé
é%irimal wife gystem lately set ¥p in Nauveo, by
the apostates who claimi the authopity there, and
will neither practice such things nop hold any folé
lowship with those that teach oF practice suc
things.— Vorée Herald, September, 1846,

This was confirmed abt 8 General Conference '
held at Voree, Wisconsin, October 6-19, as thé
following will show =

The proceedings of the speeial gonfereunce, ah
Kirtland, of August 6,7, 8, and 9, were presented
by President Strang.

.- On motion of General Beunnett, resolved unanie
. mously, that this General Oonference cordially
pprove of the reorganization of the stake of Kirte
and, and of the procsedingy-of its spécial confers
ehee.— Voree Herald, October, 1846.

In Zion's Reveille for July 22, 1847, is an
grticle from the pen of the editor, James J.
Strang, entitled, “Polygamy not Possible in a

ree Grovernment.”

_In the same publication for August b, 1847,
- there is an article from the pen of John K.
Page, one of the Twelve Apostles at the time of
doseph Smith’s death, from which we extract
the followingi—

To THE SAINTS; Greetingt-=

Our eyes and ears sre sonetimes saluted with
communigations from abroad thab there are pers
sons who profass to bé adherents to President J, J.
Btrang, who are privately teaching and soms pracs
tlolng Wwhat 16 called the “western camp destrine,”
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THE FACTIUNS ON YOLYGAMY, )
or, in other words, *‘spiritual wifery” or polygamy.
‘We also hear that there are some persons who do
President Strang the injustice to say that he justi-
fies the principle above stated. .

This is to say emphatically, and we mean just
what we say, and if our course in the future does
not prove us true in this master then let that exe-
eration rest on us that is due to such a course of
conduct, that we believe curself t0 be as much in-
gratiated into the confidence of President Strang
as any other man. {Thiswe say without egotism,
merely to discharge a moral duty.)

‘We have talked hours, yes, even days with Presi-
dent Strang on the subject of the temporal and
moral condition and character of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and we find to
our utmost satisfaction that he does not believe in
or cherish the doctrine of polygamy in any man-
nelé,g shape, or form imaginable whatever.—Vol. 2,
P

The same publication for August 12, 1847,
contains a card from James J. Strang relating
to the above, reading as follows:—

Elder John E. Page has referred me {0 an article
in No. 20 addressed ‘“To the Saints; Greeting.” In
the remarks he has there made he has justly and
truly represented my sentiments, I am only aston-
ished that it should be necessary to state them ab
all. Within thres years I have, in the work of the
ministry, traveled over sixteen thousand miles,
visited all the States north of the Carclinas bub
three, most of thom several times, preached to
large congregrations in all the prineipal cities and
in most of the large branches in the country. And
I have uniformly and most distincsly disearded and

‘declared heretical the so-called ‘‘spiritual wife sys-
tem” and everything counnected therewith., 15 isa
well-known fact that several men of talent and in-
fluence have separated from me snd from the-
Church of God, mersly bscause I would not in any
manner countenance such a doctrine. QOne of them,
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Reuben Miller, has, in a pamphlet extensively ¢ir-
culated, given as a resson for separating from the
- ¢hurch and becoming a Brighamite that I did not
. believe in the ‘“‘spiritual wife system.” I have re-
cently refused to ordain a man to a high and
respongible office, although a warm personal
friend, and after he had been sustained by the
unanimous vote of a General Conference, for no
other reason than that it was discovered that he
believed " in ‘“‘spiritual wifery.” I now say dis-
tinctly; and I defy contradiction, that the man or
woman does not exist on earth or under the
earth who ever heard me say one word, or saw me
do one act, savoring in the least of spiritual wifery,
or any of the attending abominations, My opin=
ions on this subject are unchanged, and I regard
them as unchangeable, They are established on a
full consideration §f ALL the Scriptures, both
ancient and modern, and the discipline of the
church SHALL conform thereto. But I do not pro-
fess to be ommniscient, and if any are found in this
fault, not in my presence, it is necessary that those
who know the facts present them to the proper
council and attend to it. If, like many I know of;
when & brother finds others in this sin he re-
nounces the prophet and denies the faith, or like
ofhers STANDS STILL, HIS damnation is sure. I
know little difference between the heresy in the one
case or the other. JAMES J. STRANG,
President of the Church.
VoREE, August 6, 1847,
—Vol. 2, p. 88.
The October conference minutes for 1847 con-
tain the following entries:—

James M. Adams, apostle, excommunicated for
apostasy and believing the spiritual wife system.
Delivered over to the buffetings of Satan till he re-
pent. And the whole congregation lifted their
hands against him, :

Benjamin C. Ellsworth, excommunicated for
teaching and practicing the spiritual wife system.
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THIL FACTIONS ON POLYGAMY. ¥

Delivered over fto the buffetings of Satan till the
‘day of the Lord. And the whole congregation
lifted their hands against him.—Gospel Herald,
Oct. 14, 1847, vol. 2, p. 122,

On December 23, 1847, J. W. Crane was tried
before the First Presidency, J. J. Strang being-
present, and convicted under nine counts, the
third being:—

Heresy; teaching that it is right to plunder un-
believers; three witnesses. Teaching that saints
may have other women than one wife; five wit-
nesses.—Gospel Herald, vol. 2, p. 192.

These extracts show conclusively that what-
ever Strang may have subsequently taught on
this subject, he did not receive the doctrine
until more than three and a half years after the
death of Joseph Smith.

_ In addition to the above we quote from g let-
ter of Charles J. Strang, son of J. J. Strang,
under date of July 18, 1882:—

In 1846, at Voree, Strang pronounced & curse
upon certain ministers, & portion of which I here
guote: ‘*‘As for those who, as gospel ministers,
have assumed. to teach such damning, soul-destroy-
ing doctrines {that deceit, fraud, lying, perjury,
plundering unbelievers, polygamy, fornication, and
adultery are required by the command of God in
the upbuilding of his kingdom) in the name of God
and the Lord Jesus Christ, may their bones rot in
the living tomb of their flesh; may their flesh gen-
erate from its own corruptions a loathsome life for
others; may their blood swarm a leprous life of
motelike ghastly corruption, feeding on flowing
life, generating cbilling agues and burning fevers.
... And I prayed unto God, saying, Oh, God,
curss them not, and let me nof raise my voice
against my fellows! But he said, Curse, curse, curse!
I will altogother curse, until they return to me, for
they have perverted my law and deceived my serv-
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ants; unto the Destroyer shalt thou deliver them,
for their prayer is sin.”

CHARLES B. THOMPSON.

Charles B. Thompson claimed to be the
Baneemy spoken of in Doctrine and Covenants
102:8. He located at Preparation, Monona
County, Towa. He placed himself upon record,
by presenting the following as revelation from
God to him:e

And, behold, polygamy, or & plurality of wives,
is an abomination before me, and is forever forbid-
den, in this my Holy Presbytery of Zion, saith the
Lord Jehovah,—The Law and Covenants of Israel,
pp. 184, 185, . :

J. 0. BREWSTER.

The organization under Hazen Aldrich and J.
C. Brewster, usually called Brewsterites, which
operated at Kirtland, Chio, and Springfield, Illi-
nois, from 1848 and after; and some of whom
emigrated in 1850 to New Mexico or California,

were equally emphatic on this point.

In an article against polygamy by J. Goodals,
one of their Presidency, on July 29, 1849, oceurs
- the following:=~ -

The above is sufficlent fo sllence every one thap
would dare to teach the dootrine of polygamy an
at the sams time pretend to believe in the Book of
Mormon. - And I bélieve: that there i& not.one of
the different and conflicting parties into which the
church is divided, that teach or believe the dogs
trine of polygamy, except that- whick has gone
west under the guldance of Brigham Young; and
yet they are accusing all of belng apostates thal
gannot and will not follow their teaching in- all
$hings.~Olive Branch, vol. 2, p. 20,

www.LatterDayTruth.org



THE FACTIONS ON POLYGAMY, 2
WILLIAM BICKERTON.

The declaration of the company or organiza-
tion under William Bickerton wasg no less
emphatic upon this point. Here is their dec-
laration found in their articles of faith pub-
lished in a pamphlet issued by them called the
Ensign, page 20:—

We believe that a man shall have but one wife,
and concubines he shall have none; for I, the Lord
God, delighteth in the chastity of women, and
whoredoms are an abomination before me: thus
saith the Lord of hosts. Again in the second chap-
ter of Malachi, verse 15: **And did he not make
one? Yet had he the residue of the Spirit. And
wherefore one? That he might seek a godly seed.
Therefore take heed to your spirif, and let none
deal treacherously against the wife of his youth,”

8o far as we have learned, polygamy and
spiritual wifery were confined for at least three
years after the death of Joseph Smith unto
such organizations as were controlled or influ-
enced by members of the Quorum of Twelve,
The logical inference therefore is that if there
existed a common school where these theories
were inculecated, that school must have been in
the Quorum of the Twelve over which Brigham
Young presided.

This inference 00 is made stronger when we
" -consider a statement made by Brigham Young,
on June 21, 1874, as reported in his organ, the
Deseret News of July 1 of that year. While
speaking on this doctrine he said:—

While we were in England (in 1839 and 40), I
think, the Lord manifested to me by vision and his
Spirit things that I did not then understand I
never opened my mouth %o anyone concerning
them, until I returned to Nauvoo; Joseph had
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10 THE FACIIONS ON POLYGAMY.

never mentioned t¢his; there had never been' a
thought of it in the church that I ever knew any-
thing about at that time; but I had this for myself,
and I kept it to myself.—The Messenger, vol. 1, p. 29.

Tt is only necessary to say in conclusion that
when Elder Young in August, 1852, desired the
church to approve of the revelation authorizing
polygamy, he gave it a date nine years previous
to its presentation, and connected Joseph
Smith’s name with it. He well knew that the
name of Joseph Smith was revered and honored
by the people, and anything presented in his
name would be more likely to be approved than
if coming in his own name.

It is also quite significant that the witnesses
by which Joseph Smith’s complicity with the
doctrine is sought to be established, have in &
large majority of instances been themselves
implicated in the practice before testifying.

We have presented these historical truths
with but little comment, leaving the readers to
form their own conclusions. Qur" position,
however, is, as often before stated; viz.: The
paramount and vital question is not, ‘“Who
practiced polygamy, but it is this: - Is 1t right?

We have. hitherto answered in the negative,
and the more we investigate the more are we
econfirmed in our verdict.

LaAMoNi, Iowa, February 21, 1900,
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