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In the Prophetw Gﬁwe mm‘l Presidency
of the Church, :

THE SUCCESSOR IN THE PROPHETIC OFFICE AND
PRESIDENCY OF THE CHURCH.

This is a subject of great importance | then have nothing to do with them, as

to-the saints; and without a true, faith-
ful, spiritual leader—one whom God
has ordained—the church cannot be led
successfully in the ways of righteous-
‘ness and peace.w The saints without
such a leader ave moreover, liable to
be led by false teachers, to embrace
false doctrines, to be seduced into
wicked practices, and to suffer bitter
disappointments, defeat and disgrace.
Jesug informs us that false prophets
were to abound, and that’ they 'should
“deceive many,” and. if it were possi-
ble, they should deceive the very
dect.’—Matt. xxiv. 24.

He further says, “Tiet no man de- | —

ceive you.” '

How shall we detect and escape these
deceivers:of whom we are so carefully
warned by our Savior, but by bringing
their claims and works “to the lawand
to the testimony,” and if they are
“found wanting,” reject them, and at
once. - “The liw of the Lord is per-
Jeet” “and the tesmmon) of the Lord
1s sure, making wise the simple.”

. We should try them by the faw, and
the. promises, and. when we find their
claims and deeds contrary to these,

their ways must necessarily be perni-
cious, and lead to ruin, :

I there was tobe a successor to the
martyr in the prophetic office, we might
reasonably expect that the Lord would, ~
beforehand, reveal that fact to the
church in plain terms; for “The Lord
God will donothing but he revealeth
his secrets unto his servants the proph-
ets.” We might reasonably expect,
also, that the Lord would reveal who
that person was to be, that there might
be no contention with the truth-loving
saints, in regard to it; and that they
might not be deceived by false leaders,

“false prophets,” and “false Christ’s.”
This He has done, as we shall show. .

In nothing is the wisdom, goodness,
and: greatness of God, manifested to
His saints more cléarly - than' in’ His
showing to them the future,—"the
things that are to come, ———pomtmrr out
with  unfailing aecuracy  “ what ‘shall
happen,”” (Isa; xli. 23); and’ declarmg
to them  e¢vents, their time ‘and nature,
“hefore they spring forth,”’—Tsa, xlii. 9.
Such are God’s dealings with His peo-
ple; and we may therefore confidently
hope while ‘tracing out this subject,
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pregnant with such mlportant conse-/
quences, that His revelations will prove

“g lamp to our feet and a light toour |

pathway.”
Joseph the martyr was to have a suc-

cessor; as is clearly shown by the reve:|

lations. In the revelation found in the
Times and Seasons, Vol. By p.: 673;
given through Joseph in a letter to W.
‘W. Phelps, Nov. 27th, 1832, it is
said: -

“ Thus saith the.still small voice, which
whispereth through and. pierceth all. things;
and often times it maketh my bones to quake
while it maketh manifest, saying : *And it
shall come to pass that I, the Lord God, will
send one mighty and strong, holding the sceptre
of power:in his hand; clothed. with. light for a
covering, whose mouth shall utter words,
eternal words, while his bowels shall’ be a
fountain of truth, to set in order the house of
God, and to arrange by lot the inHeritances of
the ‘saints, whose namies are found, and’ the
names of their fathers, and of their children,
enrolled in the book of the law. of God;
while that man who was called of God and
appointed;- that: putteth. forth: -his hand - to
steady the ark of God, shall foll by the shaft of
death, like as a tree that ©s smilten by the vivid
shaft of lghtning;: and all they: who are not
found written in the book' of remembrance,
shall find none inheritance in that day.’”

In the foregoing there are a number
of “important facts to which we’ invite
your, attention, separately.

1st. The man who was then (in
1832) ¢ called and appointed,” would
“ fall by the shaft of death.”

2d. The manner of his death. It
would be sudden, instantaneous, as “by
the. vivid shaft of lightning.” -And
such was the manner of J oseph s death
when he fell pierced by the gunshots
of assassins.

3d. He should fall in the manner de-
scribed, because he would “put forth
his hand; (using only human wisdom,
orviolating some command, see 1 Chron.
xiii. 9, 10), to steady the ark of God,”
(the church) Moses. fell by death be-

s cause_of his_ unbelief, (Num. xx.12),

. and because he rebelled against God’s
g commandment, (Num. xxvii, 14), and

“because he tres_passed against God, (see

Deut. xxxn ii. 51), and “doubtless Joseph
f?:lTB death for similar cause.
4th The Tord would send his sue-
cessor, Who should be “mighty and

Stronor

5th Wheén thie successor- is sent he
would find - “the house of God,” the
church, in.a disordered condition; and
hence he would “get in 0rde1 the
house of-God.” »

6th. After setting the church in ox-
der, fully, it would Temain for him to

“ arrange by lot the inheritances of the
saints, > as did Joshua, Moses’ successor.
Josh. 1. 6, also chap. 14

Another ¢vidence that. the martyr
would have 4 suecessor, is found in the
revelation of I‘ebruary, 1834, Doc ‘and
Cov. 100: (old ed. 101) 3. -

H But verily I say mto you, 1 have decreed
that your brethren, which have ‘been scatter-
ed, shall return to the land. .of their inheri-
tances, and build up the waste places of Zion ;
for after much tribulation, 4s T have said uito
you in .a, former. commandment, cometh the
blessing. Behold, thig is the blessing which
T'have promised after your tribulations; and
the ‘tribulations of your brethren; your.re-
demption and the redemption of your breth-
ren’; even ‘their restoration ‘to ‘the land of
Aon #. % % -Behold I say “unto: you; the
redemption of Zion must needs tome by power ;
‘thereforé I will raise up unto my people a
fnan, who . shall lead them like as Moses- led
the children of Israel, for ye are the children
of Tsracl, and of the seed of Abraham'; and
ye must needs be led out of boridage by power,
and with a stretched out arm j and as:your
fathers were led at the first, even 80 shall the
redemption of Zion be.” :

“ In this we find: fia

1st.. That . the: sahits. would pass
through ¢ great - tribulations”. before -
they Would be gathexed to, the land of
their inheritances.

2d.  That the redempmon of ZIOD
would be effected by power.

3d. That,- for. the redemptxon of
Zion, and. to deliver the . saints from
their tribulatlons and to lead them
“out, of bondage, % and to restore ‘them
to ¢ the land of Zlon the Lord would
iraise up: ‘unto his =amts a man like unto

Toses, hence a successor to Joseph.:
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4th. ‘When this man ig raised ‘up.of
God, he ig to find the saints in a scat-
tered state, outside of Zion;
lation; -in “bonda{_,e 7 and the “la

of Zion 7 umedeemed :
5th.. He. then, is: sent dlrectly by
G‘rod,,to lead the saints by the revela-
tions of the Almighty,v as Moqev led
Tsrael. .

The foregoing pmpheews are qmte
sufficient to establish that Joseph: the
martyr was to have-a  successor, and |
that e was to be called and:sent of (;od

WHO IS THE MAN? |
e MW&F"‘:‘

All who were conversant with church
affairs at the time of the martyrdom of
Joseph and Hyrum, know full well,
that it was commonly reported 'that
“little Joseph” would yet take. his
father’s place.

Lyman Wight, one of the twelve
always taught the saints whom he led
into Texas, that none hut “littledoseph”
could lead the- church, as the sucoessor
of the martyr. He . sald he Znew. it,
for in 1839, when Hyrum Joseph, and
hlmself Were in prison in Liberty Jail,

“little Joseph” was brought by
hlS mothw and left with  his father in

affairs were in.a bad condition, and thas.
he did not™ look for a chszre for
the better until the Lord,
roung Joseph. to
Althm ‘m‘hkm now :Tesiding . ak
Co‘ches ‘[H bwthm-in-law to hhe
martyr, says in a letter to young Josephs
in 1868, ¢ B*wham Young said 1
eounui at our h')vsg 1n Nauvoo, short
after your father’s dea th, that neither
Bmdon himself,.cr any «,
".Ph could kad this peopls,. |

the ma*tyl B
mcthm used to tell the saints who
called on her, that young Jogeph would
yet lead the church, for he had been
&PpOuLth by his fabh(n

PP, ‘;)mu; said to D. 8. Mills, now
of Mission, San Joqe, and to other
when they were: golng from Utah m

| California, that the church would never
,Ibe fully and properly organized Roth

- young Joseph was called to lead it.
Brigham Young, at the A&xl Con-
that young u()MpET‘ i
s.the man to 1 lead the church, and
‘that were it not for his 3
ence, he would have been in Utah Iong
before ; ; but he would come, and he

would to (tod he was hore (Utah) How

the jail while she was - attending. to

to take the burden off his shoulders;
he would receive him with open arms.

business affairs in the town; and that
then and there the father, with Hyrum
and himself, lai hd,nds Tpon the
tJad’s head, and Joseph proceeded to
| bloss him; and prophesied that he would:
yet lead the church of the living God ;

Br, Charles De1 ry, at one tin
low laborer; in England with William
Clayton, of Salt Lake Oity, says that
‘Wmn. Clayton told him at the time they
were leormo’ together, that he knew it
was. for ¢ httlg Joseph 7 b0 lead the
church.

W. W. Phelpsis sald to have ertten

. Heber C. Kimball and others talked -
in a similar strain; and continued to
say, up to 1856, and after, that young
Joseph would lead the church, as

| thousands -of -persons in Utah and else-
juch | where can testify. .~

When young Joseph would not come

| to Utah, at any solicitation, the leaders

in Utah took up a new theory, saying
that Joseph would never lead the church
as long as grass grew or water run, but
that Dawd Would ‘Whether thls Was
uttered as a prophecy or not, is of bnt
little = consequence, .as prophecy and
revelation are said to-flow like rivers of
milk and honey from the lips of the

to Alpheus Cutler in 1847, that chmch
iy R
£ \5' s &'«\hm

leaders in Utah, and are therefore =

&

www.LatterDayTruth.org

ot!m man bub. .




4

THE SUCCESSOR IN THE PROPHETIC OFFICE

common, and consequently cheap com-
modity.

But David, on hearing that honors
o which he had 7o claim, and to which
" he"did not aspire, were about to be
. forced upon him, politely declined, and
. rebuked the cunning wile of Would be-
': ropnet makels

s oseph ig the chosen prophet,
Well ordained in God’s clear sight.”
:.\*was hurled by the indignant and un-
/- ambitious David into the very face of
those who sought to use his name as™ a
- blind, and who would gladly have cor-
. rupted him for their purposes, and
. have thus divided and distracted the
“ family of the martyr.
" Wehave read in olden annals of king-
makers, but it remained for the nine-
teenth century to produce that anomaly
in theology,—prophet-makers.

Up to 1856, and. later, Joseph was
to be the prophet to lead the church,
¢f he would only come to Br. Brigham,
but when Joseph said, “No! 1 shall
not come; for God has not called me
%0 do 'so!” then, says Brigham, «He
shall never lead this people while grass
grows and water runs. He shall not
be the prophet!”

O, ye heavens, blush for tixe’ pre-
.cumptlon of man!  Poor puny man,
attempting to dictate as to who shall be
God’s prophet—who shall lead God’s
church on ‘earth!  Verily, it" would
seem that the Almighty was considered
by Brigham to be in His dotage, and
that he was His guardian and adviser!

But if Joseph and David “were to
come to Brigham, what could he do-for

them? - 'What could he give them?
Qould he give them what he does not
possess?  Could he give them keys,

never did possess?
He is not a prophet; nor was he
“ever one, Hear his testimony given in
August, A844: “You are now without
2 prophet in the flesh to guide you.”—
Times and Seasons, vol. b; 'p. 618,
Furthermore, he has said in ‘the

: p’raphet

‘powers and authouty that  himself |

hearing of thousands in Utah, that he
was “not a prophet, nor the son.of a
plophet o

" But it is requisite for s only to con-
sider the hosts-of predictions-he has
made since he camie to Utah, and their
utter and entirve failure to prove that if
he is a prophet, then he is-not God's
God’s prophet’s declare the
truth ;' and if everthey telegraph false-
ly, they do 80 but once, as may be seen
by reading Deut. xviii. 20; Hazek: xiv.
9; Jer. xxviii. 15,16, -

Brwham has nothmw to give the
young men that would benefit them, or
that they desire; therefore they have
no - occasion to come to" him. - God
selects his - own prophets and seers,
irrespective of ‘man’s clioice.

Israel; when  in' bondage, refused
Moses; saying, ¢ Whomade thee to be
a ruler and a judge? the same did G‘rod
send to be a ruler and a deliverer”
Acts vii: 35.

-Joseph - was hated of his brethlen,
“and they could mot speak - peaceably
unto him,” but sought to destroy him;
yet- God gave him especlal favor in the
eyes ‘of Pharaoh and the Egyptians,
and made: him the savior and deliver
of his people:”

The rulérs: and people of Judrzh
hated Jeremiah, but he wag, neverthe-
less, God’s chosen servant: - Of him
the Lord aaid=—<Before I formed thee
in the belly T knew thee; and before
thou ¢amest forth out of the womb I
sanctified ‘thee, and I ordained thee a
prophet unto the nations.’ =i Jer. 1. 5.

The leadersiof. Israel, with’ king

Ahab at their head, hated Elijah, :md
Micaiah, yet they were chosen and sent
of God as hig prophets. -
Tt is ‘the business of* the ‘saints to
learn’'who it “is  that God has‘chosen,
ordaiied and sent; and-not whom their
leaders may select "and ordain. -

“No high#r evidence of the blindness
of the Brighamite leaders could’ ‘be
given than'their proposmlon to select,
make, and ordam the Ford’s prophet.

WWW .LLIL[\.‘I'DLI} Truth.org
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THE I_AW OF LINEAGE

points unmistakably to young Joseph
a8 the legal successor of his father.—
The law in Doctrine and Covenants,
104, (old ed. 3), 18, informs us that

#The order of this priesthood was confirmed
to be handed down from father to son, and
rightly belongs to the literal descendants of
the chosen seed to whom the promises were
wade. This order was instituted in the days
of Adam, and came down by #neage in the fol-
lowing manner:—From Adam to Seth,” from
Seth to his son Enos, ete.

In Doec. and Cov. 84, (old ed. 6), 3,
the descent of the priesthood by line-

age ig reaffirmed, with a promése that’

it shall continune in Joseph the martyr’s
lineage until the end of time, at least.
It reads: N

.- ““Therefore, thus saith the Lord wito you,
{Josoph the martyr], with whom the priest-
hood hath continued through the LINEAGE of
your fathers, {see 2 Nephi, ii. 2; also, Gen.
xlix, 24; Deut. xxxiil. 17; Ps.lxzx. 1-3; Jer.
xxxi. 9], for ye are lawful heirs according to the
flesh, and have been hid from the world with
Christ in God; therefore your life and the
priesthood hath remained; and must needs
remain, through you and your linedge, until the
restoration of all things spoken by the mouths
of all the holy prophets since the world
began.”

No form of language could be used
to more plainly set forth the fact that
Joseph’s priesthood should be given to,
and’ remain +n his literal, lawful seéed;
and ingsmuch as his pmesﬂ.ood qhould
“remain’ in his “lineage,” it 1must be
confirmed: by the blessing of the martyr
on the “lawfal hair”

The prophetic office’ descended by |y
lineage among the Nephites upon this
contment for about one thousand years,
with but few -exceptions. The " kmcﬂy

office: descended in Nephi's' seed; while |

the gacred things with' the prophetic
office descended in the lmeawe Of Jacob:
Hee 1 Nephi v. 47.

Nephi's successor was o king, while
Jacob’s successor was'a prophet.

#And T, Jacob saw that T must s6on go down

to my grave; wherefore, I said unto my son
Enos; take these plates.”—Jacobv. 9.

Next, we find Jarom, son of Enos, in.

“possession of the plates.

# Now behold, I, Jarom, write a few words
according to the commandment of my father,
Enos.”—Jarom i. 1.

When he had finished his mission,
he transferred his authority, and the
plates, to his son. He says:

“And I deliver these plates into thev hands.
of my son Omni, that they may be kept ac--
cording to the commandments of my fatherg.”™
—Jarom i, 6.

Omni says:

“And T had kept these plates according to-
the commandments of my fathers; and I con-.
ferred them upon my son Amaron.”—Omni i. 2.

Amaron conferred - them upen his
brother Chemish, (Omni i. 3), probably
because he had no son; yet respect was
had to the “lineage,” by taking the
nearest of kin. -

Abmadom (Omni i. 5), and Abmadom
conferred them upon his son, Amaleki.
(Omni i. 6). Amaleki says:

“And it came to pass that I began to be
old; and, hawving no seed, and knowing king

,Ben‘]amm to be a:just man before the Lord,

wherefore, I shall deliver up these plates unto
him.”—Omi i, 12.

" . These quotations sufﬁee to show that

the law of lineage, in the descent of
the prophetic office, was recognized and
respected among the Nephites.

Tt was likewise recognized: as a ruling
principle in the: christian-church in the
time- of Christ, and afterward. ~Of
Christ it is said, that he was “Made so
much bettexr than the angels; as he hath
by inheritance obtained a more excellent
name than they,”——Heb. i. 4.

We have, in the foregoing, the testi-
mony: of Paul and the \Tephxtes with
the revelations of Joseph, . that the
presidency of the church, including
the prophetic office, is ordained by God
to descend from father to son. And,
in conclusion upon this point, we may
quote from Times and Seasons, vol. 5,
page 714 :

“Thanks be to Jesus; the honors and pow-~

www.LatterDayTruth.org



%

THE SUCCESSOR IN THE 'PIV{OPHETIC OFFICHE

‘ers of the priesthood™ are mot obtained’ by
money, or CRAFT. .They are handed down by
TINEAGE from father to son, according to the
worder of the son'of God.”

THE PROMISES

~of God point to J’o‘seph’b Iincage as

the source from whence the succe‘;soi,

must come.

Joseph records in his Church Histo-
vy, Millenicl Star, vol. xv. p. 730

“ After this, Elias appeared and committed
the dispensation of the gospel of Abraham,
suying thwt in gs and our. seed, all. @eneranons
after us shorld be blessed.’”

“In Josepls letter to John O Cal-
Houn, Jan. 2,1844; Té"mes and Seasons,
vol. v. p. 399 he says:- ‘

““'While I have powers of body and mmd
| while water rung and grass grows, while vn-

YOUNG. JOSEPH

must be the legal successor ; for in the
law of lineage is alsa” found this law of
birthright; and that law provides that
the office of the father shall go to the
eldest son, if he W]H recelve it, and i is
worthy.

The order of Lhe Levxtlcal priest-
hood iz similar,. in- its descent from
father-to son; to ‘the Melchizedec, being
a-division of it or appendage”to it.—
Doe. and Cov. 164+ (old ed. 3) 2. In
the description of the Levitical it is
smd Doc and Cov 68: (old €d."22) 2.

“ Tor the st bm i holds the - right.of :the
presidency over this priesthood, and the keys-
ot authority of the same. No man has a legal
right to this office, to hold the keys of this
pmesthood except. he be. a. liferal descendcmt

f tue is lovely, and vice hateful and while &
7

and the first born of Aaron.”
/. stome. points  oub a sacred : spob ‘Wwhere a frag-

“In'the Book of Abrahamk Piives (md

? : ment of :American liberty once was ; I ormy
290&6/‘1’2/ will plead ‘the" causé of in Jured inno-
% cence.’

In the revelation of January, 1841,
Boe. and Cov. 107 (o}d ed. 103) 18,
the Lord says:

“For thiy anointing have I put upo*l his
head, that his blesst hall also be put upon
the head of his, most after him ; and as I
gaid unto Abraham concerhing the kindreds of
the earth, evén 'go I say unto my “servant
Joseph, in thee, and in thy seed shall ' the kin-
dred of the.earth be biessed.”

Here are*three testimonies; promises
of God, recorded by the hand’ of the

martyr, declaring- that  the martyr
should be sucebcded by his # po”t :
his “seed.”’

As he held Power with God.zmd man
to “plead the cause of injured:inno-
cence,” so-after him hiy * posterity
should hold that power, as the kindred
of the earth were blessed through him,
in the same mdnner should the kindred
of the earth be blessed ‘through his
¢ geed.”

. How beaumi’ully these promises hayx-
monize with the law of lineage previ-
ously considered!  How qystemauc
how God-like this arrangement !

Seasons, Vol 3, p. 704; ‘llao in the
Pearl of . weat Zucc, p. 19, . Abra-
ham says: Civd

“I c;ougat for the blessings. of the fathers,
and. the right wheréunto I should, be, ordained
to administer the same ; having been myself a
follower of nghteohsneas, des1rmo' also fo be
one possessed of great knowledge, and to bea
greater follower of righteousness, and to pos-.
sess a greater knowledge, and -to be'a father
of many nations; & prince’ of peace; and de-
siring fo reeeive. - instructions;. and -to. keep
the commandments of God, I became 2 right-
ful heir, a high priest; holdmO“ the right be-
longing to'the fathers ; it was conferred upon
me from the fathers ; it camé down from ‘the
fathers ; from. the:. beginning of time ;. yea,
even from the beginning, or before the foun-
dations of the earth to the present time, evesn
the right of the ﬁwt born.'

el

In the revelation of 1841 Doc cmd
Cov. 107 = (old ed. 103) 29, the church
was told that Hyrum should “take the
office . of priesthood, and patriarch,
which was appointed  unto, him by his
father, by blessing and also by vight.”
He ‘had a lineal rwht to. hig - father’s
priesthood -and. patnarchate because ke
was ‘the oldest living son at his father’s
death. .

When. we-are- governed by this law

www.LatterDayTruth.org



AND PRESIDENCY OF THE CHURCH. - 7

of b1rthr10ht in seekmfr for the lineal
heir to the martyrs prlcsthood there

is no difficulty. in knowing:.who he is.-

It is young Joseph, the oldest living
son. ~Besides. these testimonies; rwe
have the direct and unfailing testimony
of. God -by. promise—promise sealed
with His oath, to assure us.that it can-
pot fail throuo h any contmc&ucy what-
ever.

This 1s found in the revelatlon of
1841, par. 18. It reads:

“For this anointing have 1 put upon hig
‘head, that his blessing shall also be put upon
“the head of his posterity after him.”

The “head” of Joseph’s: posterity
is evidently the first.of his posterity,—
young Joseph.

If this promise fails, all others may ;
and our hopes of life and immortality
would be broken, and ruined forever.
But, thank God, we have the comfort-
ing assurances of His word that His
promises shall net fail. He says, Doe.
and Cov.1: 2: L ,

% Behold, this i3:mine authority, and the au-
thority .of my servants, and my preface unto
the book of my commandments, which-I have
given them to publish unto you, O inhabitants
of the earth ; wherefore fear and tremble, O
yo people, for what I the Lord have deoreed
in them shall all be fulfilled.”

In the 7th paragraph He says :

<% Search these commandments, for they are
~firue and faithful, and the prophecies and prom-
+ses which are in them shail be fulfilled.”

Kind. reader; do you ¢ search the
eommandments . in the Doctrine. and
Qovenants?. And . if you do; do you
from the heart believe that all the de-
orees, ‘ prophecies, and promises which
are in them shall be fulfitled 2 . Pause,
and. consider whether you. are.in the
faith or not.

be, fulfilled, you are not truly, and
really, a Latter Day Saint, though you
may: profess .to be ;. and it you.do. be-
lieve that the prophecxes and promises
therein will. all be fulfilled, then you
will - believe tha,t, Joseph’s prlesthood
-wgill i remain . in -his: ‘lineage,”

If you do not believe.
that the prophecies and promises will:

cording: to the flesh. »You will believe.
that J oseph’s ¢ blessing,” and “anoint-

ing,” will:be ¢ put- upon the head of

his posterity. after hims? f01 thxs is

Grod’s eternal promise.:

There are many in. Utah- who- say
J oseph’s posterity. will -never: hold his
priesthood, and attain unto this bles-.
sing ;” but the Lord.has spoken and
confirmed the :promises with His eath,
and all who teach:to- the contrary will
be found false, for God is not man,
that He should lie.

Br. James Whitehead, who now re-
sides at Alton, Iil,, says that a short
time before Joseph’s maityrdom, young
Joseph was anointed and set apart to be
the successor of his father, under the
hands of hig father, in- a councll in
Joseph’s. own - house, the "Mansion; in
Nauvoo. He says BlShOp N. K. Whit-
ney held the. horn of oil upon that oc-
casion ; and further says that Geo. J.
Adams, and some now-in -Utah were
present. Br. Whitehead wag Joseph’s
clerk at that time.. - Joseph’s widow,
Emma, says she well remembers the
time, and, though. not - present,- she
heard her husband say that young Jo-
seph was set.apart to' be his successor.
She also says, that after young Joseph
was anointed and. set apart, George J.
Adams came down to her room greatly
elated with. what had transpired, saying

“{ that they now knew' who would be:the

successor:of Joseph ;- that it was young
Joseph, for his father had just set-him
apart. to “that’ office and -calling. It
should be remembered that in. those

‘days Joseph was premonished that his-

mission on earth was near its close.

Joseph the martyr told the. people,
twice or more; in. public meetings; that
young J. oseph would  be- their prophet
and lead the church.

JOSEPH &PPOINTED THROUGH: JOSEPH

As we: have seen, young Joseph was
appointed through hi$ father according
to the law of lineage; by prophecy.and -
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Liberty Jail, Mo. ; by reve-

S T

~ blessing in

lation in 1841 ; and by a formal anoint-

ing in a council at- Nauvoo, in 1844.

It was essential that he should be ap-
pointed through his father, for the law
in Doe. and Oov 43 (old ed. 14) 2,
demands that it should be so done. It
reads :

“But verily, venly I say - unto " you, that
none, else shall be appointed unto this .gift,
except 1t be through him, * * * and this 1
give unto you that you may not be deceived.”

OTHER TESTS

are given in the same section and para-
graph by which to try those who claim
to be Joseph’s successors :

* For verily I say unto you, he that is or-
dained of me, shall come in at thegate [bap-
tism ; see sec. 20 : (old ed. 47) 1 ; also Book
of Mormon, 2 Nephi 18 : 4], and. be, .ordained
as T have told you before, [sec. 42 : (0ld ed. 13)
4], to teach those revelations which you have
received, and shall receive through him whom I

have appomted "

1st. - The" successor must  receive
legal baptism. - Young Joseph  was

-baptized by his own father in 1843

or. 1844,

2d.  He must be ordamed in a legal
manuer.

Joseph; as we Thave: seen; was. set
apart and anointed by his own father
to. the prophetic office.  And he was
ordained to the- priesthood by William
Marks, Zenos H. Gurley, and others, at
Amboy, Ill.; on the 6th of April, 1860,
and was also chosen as President, and
so ordained.

It may be-enquired, ¢ Wav thxs last
a legal ordination?”

We. reply, it was. It was done by
the direction of a General Conference,
as the law requires. "The law says:

“ Eyery..prosident of thy tl
{or presiding elder), ig to.b
dlrecmon of '& high " council, or ge
ence.” Doec. & Cov. 17 : (old ed. 2) 17.

And:was this a Géneral Conference
of the' Church of Christ?. We. answer,
it was.

Who are the church?  Certainly not
all those who profess to be, but it is
composed -of the diseiples of .Jesus
Christ.

And who are Chrlst ] d1scxples?

TLet Christ answer:

“He that receiveth my law and doeth i, the
same is my disciple ; and he that- saith he re-
ceiveth it and doeth i not, the same ig not my
disciple, and shall be cast out from among
you.” Doe. & Cov. 41 : (old ed. 61) 2, .

Again He says: .

“Thou shalt take the things which thou
hast received, which have been given unto
thee in my scriptures for a law, to-be my law,
to govern my church ;- and he that doeth ac-
cording to-these thmg% shall be saved, and he
that doeth. them not: shall be da-mned, if he
continues.” Doc. & Cov. 42 : (old ed. 13) 16.

To be members; therefore; of Christ’s
church, we ‘havé to receive and obey
His teachmgs as foundin the Books:

The ~ Rigdonites; . Bickertonites,
Strangites, Bn(vhamltes and:-other. or-
oamzatlons of the chm ch;had all;
pracmcally, laid aside the books especi-
ally the law. given through Joseph ‘the
martyr ; hence, not- acting under -that
law, they had no aut,homty to call &
aeneral conference. .

The Lord tells us that the Doetrine
and Covenants is the authority of His
servants, the mlmstry Doc. and Cov. -
1: 2. It stands in the same.relation
to ‘them - inthe. government of - the
church, as: does the law ‘of the land to
the clVll officer in the government of a
nation. - The'ministry have no authority
to officiate without the sanction of bhat.
law

-~ The Reorcaniz d Church accepted
the three books as containing the law
to the church, and- this-they:did ina
most’ public manner, at a duly  called
conference. . Upon that occasion it was:

¥ Resolved ; That the whole; law’ of the_
Church of Jesus Clirist ‘1§ contained: in- the -
Bible, Book of Mormon, and Book of Doctrme
and Covenantg.”

 The Reorgamzatlon endorsmv and
teaching - the law; were: authorized to

ido: churehvbusiness, as appointed of
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God, hence were authorized to call’and
organize general conferences.

‘W, Marks, being the - president of
the high council, and. president of the
Nauvoo - stake, ‘was the highest- local
presiding officer in the church after the
death of Joseph..

Z. H. Gurley was a president of the
seventies at- the  death of Joseph, and
was afterward chosen an apostle in the
Reorganization: These brethren; and

two others, ordained young. Joseph to
the presidency of the high priesthood,
and presidency of the church, by the
direction of the General Conterenee at
Amboy, Il

Another, and very prominent test is

still. doing; “but "all other claimants
have failed to teach them, and have
thereby proved to the church that they
were not sent of God. ¢ By their
fruits ye shall know them.”

‘When Joshua sueceeded Wioses the

Lord said to him:

* Only be thou strong and very courageous,
that thou mayest observe t0.do according to-all
ﬂa Z@ ) which Moses my ant, comrr,;a\:lded
turn not from it to the right hand or to

the left that thou mayest prosper “whitherso-
ever t’hou goest.. This- book -of the law shall
not depart out of: thy mouth ; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, that thou may-
est observe to do_all that is written therein:;
for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous,
and then thou shalt have good success,—
Joghua 1.7, 8 )

As Moses suceessor was to teach the
law. given through Moses; so J oseph’s
saccessor i3 to teach the law glven
through Joseph.

Mr. Young, Mr. ngdon Mr. Strang,
and other clalmants have not-done‘it;

- hence they. prove that they are false
claimants. -

‘When Chrlst came; He dnd not. re-
Jjeet Moses and  the Prophets but hon-
ored them by teaching them, and set-
tling controversies on doctrine by quo-
tlng them, both Wxth men and Satan.

He told the ‘people ‘that the law was
made - void - by the’ tradition of théir
elders; and a similar fact is found
among the Latter Day Saints to-day.

tures” to convince Jew and Gentile ;
and the “apostles settled their contro-
versies- on_doctrine by an appeal to
them: Acts xv. 15-18, _

Peter proved the divine.mission of
the Savior by the scriptures. - Aets ii.
16,25, 31, 34; iii. 22-24. So also
did Paul; Acts xvii. 2, 3.". Joseph the
martyr proved the divinity of his mis-
sion by the scriptures ; the elders prove
the divinity of the latter day work by
the seriptures; and: 'we prove by the:
seriptures thdt young: Joseph . is the

'h | legal, rightful suceessor of the martyr.

e

Ns SENT OF GOD.

Young Joseph clalms 0 be called
and sent’ of God." 'When ke came to
Amboy, IIL, April 6th, 1860, he sald
in his address to the conference

olf, but by the in-
some time past L
ed manifestations pointing to the
position which I am about to assume.

“1 wish to say that I have come here not
to be dictated by any man or set of men. I
have come in obedience to a power not my
own, and shall be dictated by the power that
sent me.

* God works by means best known to him-
self, and I feel that for some time past He has
been pointing out a work for me to do.

“For two or three years past deputations
have been waiting on me, urging me to assume:
the responsibilities of the leadership -of the
church ; but I have answered each and every
one of them that 1 did'not wish to trifle with
the faith of the people.

“T do not propose to assume this position
in order_ to amass weallh out of it neither
have I sought Ttasa proﬁt

%1 know opinions are. various in relation to-
these matters.

ment in assurning the high and’ powerful posi-
tion as the leader of this people: - But I have

be ascribed to me,—motives of various kinds,
at- the foundation of all of which is gelfish-
ness,—should I 'come forth to stand in-the-
place where my father stood.

ok B
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“ 1 have believed that -should I come with-
out the guarantee of the .people, I should be
received in blindness; and would be liable to
be accused of false motives.

,Mmmi‘mgelther would I come to,y%g,,y{kmﬂm_‘

ceiyin n.my Heavenly Father, ¥ #
Some, who ha ourrht to know the proprie-

ties of the church, have told ‘me that no cer-
tain form was necesséry in order for me to
agsume the leadership,—that the position came
by right of lineage,—yet I know that if T at-
tempted to:lead as a prophet, by these con-
siderations, and not by a. call from Heaven,
men would not be‘led to believe who do not
believe now.  ‘And so I have come not of my
own dictation to this sacred office. I belisve
that we owe .duties' to our country, and-to
society, and. are amenable to the laws of the
land;-and have always cons1dered it my duty
%0 aet on this principle.”

Young Joseph had prevxoucly'wut-
ten to -Wm: Marks that God had called
him to take the lead of the church, and
that he was commanded to council with
Br. Marks. » _

In 1861, in order to silence the cav-
ilings of some who spid young Joseph
did not profess to be called of God, Br.
Charles Derry wrote a letter of enquiry

to him, asking him to_please state, in
answer, if God had indeed called him
to succeed hig father. - To this Joseph
replied, that God had called him to
that position, and that the promise of
God to him was; that He would call
him. again, again, and again;..until
men should know 'that gold, lust, and
the love of power were not the gods
that had called him.

It is said by some that young J oseph
was  influenced - by =« apostates,”
taking the presidency. ~ Thisis ub
Salse. Joseph declares that he was
_influenced by any but the Almighty.
The members of the Reorganization at
the time he came to Amboy, know full
well that no influence by thechurch,
except their prayers to God, was used
to bring young Joseph to the church,

Tt has been said that he was bought;
and that the church paid him $30, 900
per year for his serviees. ~ This, tool ig
false. Helabors similar to other elders,
and not for a salary; or to-amass wealth.

in

| Zion,

The only time any: one has-sought to'
buy him, was when the people at-Coun-
cil : Bluffs, : Omaha, and: Florence;’ in
1860, offered - him' - city. lots, improved
and unimproved; -outlying lands;:a
certain .percentage son all ‘lands: that
might be sold to the saints;  also a cer-
tain amount of mioney, - if: ‘he : would
make those places:‘and:-their vxcmmes
his place of gathering:

This offer he would notaccept; though
he might' have -amassed ‘vast ‘amounts
of ‘money -out -of -it. - He would:not
dabble in filthy -lucre, nor yield-to the
corruptions of monied speculations. - He
would not have the corroding. lust of

‘| gold in his heart, nor its corrupb power

in" his handj; but Moses-like;: ¢ choos-
ing rather: to suffer affliction with the
people of God, than to- enJov the pleas-
ures:of sin for a'season,”-he trampled

the: temptation benewth ‘his: feet; ‘and .

preserved. himself the free;: unsulhed
servant-of Ohrlsﬁ :

PROPHECIES FB,OMi 185‘1 TO‘ 1860.

Many different ones,: at different
places, in. Wisconsin, llhnms Michigan,
and Jowa, foretold ‘that in the Lord's
time young-Joseph would be called of
G‘rod to lead the church.

A testimony. was.-given. near Beloxt

VVIS on the 18th of. November, 1851,
to leer J. Wi Brigos, in -answer’ to
fervent and protracted prayers. 1t was,
in part, as follows:

“ Behold, I, the Lord have not cast off my
people, neﬂ:her have Ichanged in regard fo
Yea, verily, my people shall be re-
deemed, and my . law, shall be kept, Wh1ch I
revea,led to my servant, Joseph Smith, jr.; for
T am God and not 'man ; and who “is: ho' that
shall- turn me. from: my Purpose;.or desiroy
whom I'would preserve,

“In mine own due time will I ca]l upon the
géed’ of Joseph' Smith, and ‘will- bring “ong
forth, and he shall be mlghty and strong’; and
he shall ;preside:over the:high priestheod of my
church. . : And then.shall ithe, quorums: assem-
ble, and_the pure, in, heart. shall gather, and
Zion shall be Te- mhablted as I said unto my
gervant “Joseph': - after, many davs' shall all
these things: be accomphsh ‘ AN
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About -this time the Lord visited a
small body -of ‘saints near Zarahemla,
Wis:; and told them to cast off all who
claimed to be prophets; and said- He
would in His own time- raise up one of
the seed of Joseph to lead the church,
and that young Joseph was the one
whom he would raise up; and that he

. had been fore-ordained from before the

foundation of ‘the world. - In process
of time these two branches, one where
J. W. Briggs: resided, and the one at
Zarahemla, became known to' each

other, and: they: from - that time held

conferences oceasionally, and- by com-

mandment+of -God through 'a: high

priest, H. H. Deam, and not through
irl,

“at Salt Lake Clty, they
ganize. the church. -
gifts of the Spirit were greatly
' manlfest in~ the Reorganization at that
time, and have beén ever since, in pla-
ces from Canada to Florida, and from
Maine to California, also in Europe;
and indeed Wherever ‘the elders ‘have
gone to labor and.-the people have re-
ceived the work in faith.

16 was told the saints by prophecy-in
Wisconsin, in- Illinois, and: in Towa,
that young Joseph would be called in
1860. At Amboy; Tllinois, it was fove-
told that he would come to the April
Conference, which, as*we have seen,
was fulfilled.

Truly, the’ Lord plepared the way
before him,: and'‘gave to the saints
abundant evidence by: the power. and
gifts of the Spmt that He had -¢alled
him.

. The pr mclplcs Whl(}h oowerned the
%)rethren in the establishment of “ The
Reorganization,” ‘were- published in: a
tract inthe year 1853, from which we
make the: following : quotation, as evi-
dence of the' position ‘maintained from
the first by those who looked forward
to the fulfillment of the promises made
concerning the legal suecessor to the
prophetic office. ~

“But let us-roturn to- the re;ectmn

by the voice of the people

of the Church at Nauvoo, or the stake;
this event (though disallowed by most)
produced all thé phenomena character-
istic of such-a calamity; aside from the
suffering consequent upon the breaking
up, and scattering abroad. Pretenders
began to arise, %o allure the unwary
into their fatal meshes; the devices of
Satan, to which  the saints had subject-
ed themselves by turning from the law

.of God. From the foregoing remarks,

it must follow, that the rejection-of the
only stake to which the saints” might
gather and the organizations belonging
thereto,; the assumption of authority by
the traveling high couneil, this destroy-
ing the connection and harmony: be-

{ tween all the quorums, in.short since

he coup d’ -etat of Brigham Young in
the government of the church, a lopse
reign hag been given to the ambitious,
and that- example has furnished a
powerful stimulus, to go and do like-
wise. - Hence the Tist of such pretenders
has increased rapidly;, and perhaps is
not yet full.  We “say-it must follow,
that during -this' reign. of -confusion,
consequent upon this- captivity, there
was no call, in ‘the very nature of the
case, for a successor of Joseph, either
as- Presiding Elder-in- the church, or
Presiding High Priest over the Priest-
hood, and there has been none. Now,
let us notice the manifestations ‘of -that
blindness, that. prevailed in that day,

“that God took: away. the two- prineipal

shepherds in_one day.” There was one
mémber of the quorum of the first
Presidency left, to- whom ‘belonged: the

right of - presiding, by virtue of his

authority as Councillor.. But he claim-

‘ing this right by virtue of something
‘else, or attempting: to-get that right

under cover of some "performance un-
known in the law-of God, was rejected
But in
doing so, they undoubtedly depmved
him of that to which he was “clearly

‘entitled - by his: ordination;-and:confer-

red it upon the Traveling ‘High Coun-

‘cil; who, could - only -in-the absence of
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the entire quorum of the first Presi-
dency preside; or at least ‘one of that
quorum, viz: the President, and then,
as an apostle,—as one of the Traveling
High Council, and not as the successor
of Joseph. Now let us examine the
order of Presidency in ‘the church.
Suppose the first President is absent,
who presides, in Council or Conference?
The Councillors, both, or either of them.

And; why? Because they are the
highest - authority present. ~ True,
then, here is the key to unlock

the whole secret of the presidency of
the church. Hear it then. The high-
est authorily presides ahways. Hence,
if the entire quorum of the first-presi-
dency is absent, the President of the
twelve. must preside, pro fem.,
representative, by virtue of his ordina-
tion to the Apostleship, and not as the
- legitimate President. And in the ab-
sence of the President of the twelve,
either of the twelve, or in the absence
of the whole quorum, the President. of
the High Priest’s quorum will preside,
and so on down to the Priest and
Deacon; but each in his turn, must
preside by virtue of that authority
which he holds by actual ordination.
Hence, if one of the twelve, being the
highest authority present, is called to
presule he can do nothing not author-
ized by his ordination. That - 1s; he
cannot_ administer an ordinance while
thus presiding, that he could not
previously; for instance the twelve are
not-authorized to ordain a bishop to the
church, nor do T presume they ever, as
Apostles - only, thought of doing any-
thing - of the kind; but when they
assumed to preside as president of the
church, they ordained bishops,  which
was clearly in violation of the law.

Hence the only legitimate Presidency

in the church, since the -death of
Joseph, has been representatives of the
rightful heir, or true successor. As
the guardian represents, and acts for
the heir, whose inheritance he has in
possession, so-have the.only aceeptable

as |

presiding -authorities: acted: sinee: the
death - of Joseph; and: will continue. so
to act until the rightful heir presents
himself, in . conformity to the law,:to
receive at the hand of the church, the
formal induction into his rlghtml office.”

THE “ELFCT LADY” ENDORSES HIM.

‘When - J oseph came to the Amboy
Confer rence, his mother, who-is revealed
in Doc. and Cov. 24 (old ©d.48) 1, as
being the “elect” of God, came with
him.  She publicly bore a faithful tes-
timony to-the work begun, through-her
martyred husband; and:said the present
occasion was one she had looked for
for the last sixteen years. :

Said she. knew such a- time - must
come, but had not . known: till a short
time before that it was so néar at hand.
- She fully. endorsed - the Reorgan-
ized church; and united with it by vote.

More than ordinary. importance at-
taches to her testimony, as the Lord
declares as we have seen; that she ig
“an elect lady” whom He had called

Jesus says:

“There shall arise false Chrlsts and ‘false
prophets, and shall show great signs and won-
ders, insomuch that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect.” = Matt. xxiv. 24

From : this ‘we. learn that it-is not
‘probable that Emma would be:deceived
by false prophets, or false Christs; for
she is “ thaelect.”” ~ She fully endorses
the claims of young Joseph, and rejects
all others; and in this we have-conclu:
sive testimony. that young Joseph'is
his father’s successor.

Young David, whom Brlgh;unu axgi
in 1869, would yet lead: the chureh,
bears his testimony that Joseph is the
legal successor;~—so does: Alexander.:

Better than,a,ll, the Lord bears testi-
mony to- it by the power of His Spirit,
to all ' who will humbly seek Him in Hxs
appointed way.

The Reordamzatwn was be«ruu by
the power of God’s Spirit with a few-
humble, poor - saints. - - It has steddily
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s~inereased till now missionaries: are sent

throughout most. of the States and: Ter-
ritories; to: the Canadas; Nova Scotia,
England Wales, Scot]and and the con-
tinent of Europe, while all other organ-
‘izationg of Latter Day Saints are " de-
creasing, and most of them rapidly.
The: Lord is giving the saints in' the
Reorganized church “faver and grace”
in the eyes . of the people and their
rulers, and softening their hearts to-
wards them; so that they ‘“rest in
peace and safety;” just as-He said He
would do if they would keep His com-
mandments. . Doec. and Cov.162: 7, 8.
Moreover, the Lord is opening the way
8o that-a goodly number are gathering
into “the region round about” Zion;
and they are preaching and organizing
branches there.

Some will say “ If Joseph is the man-

to- lead ‘the church, why did he not
come before 186077

Simply - because the. Lord had or-
dained that he should come after the
chuwh had been led into “bondage,”

W

and not before;—afer they had boen
led into “great tribulations,” from
%hich he Would by the grace of God,
deliver them.

The Lord- did not premise to: “raise
him up” to the church till just before
the redemption of Zion;and the restor-
ation of the saints to: the land of their
inheritances.:

It is no argument wamst his appoint-
ment to say thut t vt,nty or thirty years
have elapsed since it is claimed he was
set -apart to be:-the successor. ‘John

the Baptist was ordained when eight
ays.old to his great mission, Doc. and

1 Cov. 83: (old ed: 4) 4, and did not
“enter. upon it till he was thlrtv years
old

~Bnoch was twonty—ﬁve yeats old when.

he ‘was ordained under the hands of|

Adam, [Doc. and Covi 1042 (old ed.
3) 24}, and- sixty-five years' old when
‘he was called to the active duties of-his
ministry. - Iaspired - translation,  Gen.
wi 28, 27. ‘ [T

Noah was ten years old when he was
ordaived under the hands of Methuse-
lah, [Doe. and Cov. 104> (old ed. 3)
r’7], but did not enter upon his ministry
till many years afterward.

David ‘was anointed king of Israel
when he was a little shepherd boy, but
did not exercise regal power for- many
years after. -

The church was afflicted and: driven
out of Jackson. Co., Missouri, because
they persistently transgressed  God’s
law; and because “there- were jarrings,
and ‘contentions, and envyings, “and
strifes, and Zuetful and eavetous desires
among them.”. . “They were slow to
hearken unto the- voice of the - Lord
their God.” “Doc. and Cov. 98+ 1-3
“They did not hearken ‘altogether unto
the precepts and commandments which
I, [the Lord] gave unto them.”  Doc.
and Cov. 180: (old ed. 101) 1. They
were driven out of the State of Mis-
souri for similar causés, and because
leading men of the chureh even of the
Twelve, “blasphemed agamst me {the
Lord] in the midst of my house.”-—
BPoe. and Cov. 105: (old ed. 104) 10.

They were rejected, as a church, and
driven from Nauvoo for similar rea-
sons.  Doc. and Covi 107 (old ed. 103)
11, 14

And the Lord says to the saints:

* Your minds i times past have beén dark-
ened because of unbelief, and because you
have treated Zghtly the things you have re-
ceived, [ Book of Mormon and the Command-
ments],. which. vanity and unbelief  hath
brought the whole church under condemnation.
And this oondemnation resteth upon the chil-
dren of Zion, even all ; ‘and they shall remain
under this- condemnation until they repent and
remember. the new covenant, even the Book
of Mormon and the former commandments
which I have given them, not only to say, but
to do accordingly to that which I have written.”
Doc. and Cov. 83 : (old ed. 4) 8.

; Again the Lord:says of the saints:
“ Tnasmuch as they Leep not my command-

aents, and hearken ' not to. observe all my

words, the kingdoms of the world shall prevail
aoamst; them, for they were 8ét to be a light
unio the world, and 1o be ‘the'saviors of men ;

and ma,bmueh as they ‘are rot the saviors of
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men, they are as salt that has lost - its savor,
and is thenceforth good for nothing but to be
east out and trodden under foot of men.”” Doc.

and Cov. 100 : (101) 2. i

This has been the fate of the saints

till now. . Again the Lord says:

# Behold, I say unto you, were it not for the
tranggressions of my people, speaking concern- |
ing the church and not individuals, they might j
have been redeemed even now; but, behold;
they have not learned to be obedient to the
things which I require at their hands, but are
full of all manner of evil, and do not impart
of their substance, as becometh saints, to the
poor and afflicted among them, and are not
united according to the union reqired by the
Jaw of the celestial kingdora ; [Doec. and Cov.
42 : (old ed. 13) 8-14], and Zion cannot be
built up unless it is by the principles of the
oo of the celestial kingdom ; otherwise I
eannot receive her unto myself .and my peo-
ple must needs be chastened until they learn
obedience, if it must needs ‘be. by the things
which they suffer.”. - Doc: and Cov.'102 : 2.

Disobedience to the written law of
Grod has brought the church into tribu-
lation and bondage obedience to it willy-
restore them to the favor of God, and
procure their deliverance and restora-
tion to the land of Zion.

Strang, Rigdon, Brigham and. histe
fellows, have counselled and led the
church contrary to the Jaw: yea, utterly
.and entirely in violation of it.

Joseph, the legal successor, *calls
them back to it, and holds the law su-
perior to priesthoods, and teachés that
the priesthood should administer the
law, and be first to obey it.

Until the saints return to the law
and the promiges, which point unerring- |
ly to young Joseph as the successor,

they will continue to be victims of blind

guides, and be led into error, and tof
ruin, .

In the foregoing pages we notice:
1. The importance of knowing

whom Grod has appointed as the legalii

successor.
2.
false prophets.
3. That we can know them by the |

word of God, and their works.

Wen

The danger of being deceived by |

- 4, .That the word of God informs:
us:Joseph would: have a successor.

5.~ That the law ‘and - promises tell
us who- it shall be.
6. That after the martyrdom oféﬂ

;Joseph the church looked for. young i

Joseph.
J oseph was the man.

8.  That Wm. Clayton testlﬁed the ‘
same. . -
..9. That W. W. Phelps, and P. P.
Pratt, did also so testify. ..

. 10. 'That A, Milliken says. Brl&ham »
sald ine gll in 1844 ‘that: young Jo-
seph would lead the church.

11.. That the martyr’s mother, Sr
Lucy Smith, testified to - many that
Joseph would. lead the church, for his
father had appointed him to that calling.

12, That Brigham. Young, in. Aprl .
Conference in Salt Lalke City, in 1854, y
said YOuRg o oseph was the man to lead ‘
the: h, and that he would have
‘been there then hup, for his moth
influence ,—but he would é%?i% ana §
o came he Would receive lnmg

ith open arms.
=37 That Joseph was invited by dif-

ferent factions, but declined, saying that
he would not attempt to lead Wlthout a
direct call from God.

14. That when J oseph Would not;
come at the solicitation of men, Brigham
then said, “Joseph would never “lead
the church, but David would.” -

15. That Brigham assumes to salect
a prophet for the Lord..

16. That Brigh i ing
prlesthood togiveeit, J%sph@;D&ﬂd
17..That Brigham said two months
after ' J oseph’s martyrdom that . the
church was wit <prophet in. the
flesh to guide them. :
18.. That hg hag

h

has . no

#

phet:
19. " That his numerous false predxc-
tions show he is not'a prophet of God.
20. . That God always chooses his own
prophets, irrespective of the will of man.
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21. That Samts should anxxously
enqulre whom God has chosen and sént.

22. That the law of lineage secures
the succeswrshp to J oseph the martyr s
seed.’ .

23. That the promises do hkerse

24. . That the law of birthright se-
cures it to the eldest son, young J oseph.

25, That the promises through the
martyr do likewise. .

26.  That young Joseph was anomt—
ed and set apart to the successorship by
hig father.,

27. That the law requires the sucees-

ung Joseph was so ap-
pmnted ‘
29.. That the successor must teach
the law given through the martyr.
30. - That young Joseph does this,
while all other leaders reject that law.
31. That'young Joseph was ordain- |
ed president of the church and high
priesthood, as the law requires, by the
direction of a General' Conference,
Amboy, I, April 6th, 1860.
3" fhat he was 01da' ed by Wint

,,,,,

1d1n<r authority in the church after the
death of the martyr, bemg the i

-~ 33. - That the Reorganized Church
is the only organization that honors and
teaches the law given through Joseph.

34. 'That.none are the Church of
Jesus Clirist of Latter Day Samts but
those who-do so.

35. ~That young Joseph clzums to be

. called by direct revelation and sent. of
God to be the successor.

36. That he was not influenced by
any man or set of men to claim “the
leadership.

37.  That he was not given a salary
by the.church.

38. That he could not be bought
with offer of lands. and money in 1860.

39. That it was foretold by prophecy,
through many, from 1851 to 1860, that

ThiS‘book'Was

of J@wgg C%rlﬁﬁ af @at

ed.through the martyr. |

at |

young Joseph would lead the church:

40. . That the “Elect Lady,” Emma
endorses his ¢laim. &

41, - That Alexander and DaVId en-
dorse his-elaim also: 7

42. That the Holy Spirit bears wit-
ness to his calling. .

43, That while  the Reorganized
Church is steadily inereasing in num-
bers, all other organizations “of Latter
Day Saints are rapldly decreasing:

44. “That the Lord. is giving the
Reorganization favor in the eyes of ‘the
people and the rulers; as He promised.

45. "That many are gathering to the:
regions round about Zion, in Missouri.
-46. That Joseph’s not coming for
many years after his-appointment is no
argument against his successorghip.

.- 47. " That: the church: was afflicted,
drlven led into great tribulation and'
bondaoe because of their transgressions,
and the tra.nsgressions of some of their
leaders. - _ v

48. . That Strang, Rigdon, and Brig-

ham led the people without authority,

‘and in violation. of the law:.

- 49. That young Joseph calls the
saints to retwrn to the law; and teaches
that priesthoods should teach and be
taught of the law; that they are ad-
manistrators of the law but- not law
makers,

50.  That until the saints respect
the law and promises in all their pro-

-visions, - they will remain under the

curse of the law, and continue in dark-
ness; tribulation and bondage.

_ Can the truth-loving saint want fur-
ther testimony of the divine calling of
young Joseph to the leadership of the
church than is presented. in the fore-
going pages? The testimony is oyer-
whelmingly in his favor. If you want
further testimony, ask -the Lord with a
pure heart and a firm will, in faith be-
lieving, and He will .give you' to your
satisfaction.
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THE TRUE

A semi-monthly periodical of thirty-two pages, edited by Joseph Smith

and Mark H. Forscutt.

‘This is an official organ, explanatory of the faith of the church, and contains. corres-

pondence from différent parts of the world; giving accounts of the progress of
the church, and settingk forth the dealings of God with his people.

PRICE $3 PER ANNUM.

An Tlustrated semi-monthly i)aper for children and Sunday Schools;
Edited by Joseph Smith and M. H. Forscutt.

PRICE 50 CENTS PER ANNUM.
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ONE Pagr—¥pitome of Faith and Doctrine, with Scripture references, in English or Danish, 5 cents
per dozen. . .

Two PAGES. -——The Gospel: a statement of views held by the church. Price, in Enwlish or German,
6 cents per dozen. Epitome, and revelation or prophecy of the Rebelhon, givenin 1832, prmted on one
sheet, in German, 6 cents per dozen.

Four Pages.—Voice of the Good Shepherd; Idolatry; Who then can be Saved? Eight éents per
dozen,—the last named in German, 25 cents'per dozen, : ’ )

Fienr Paces —Mountain of the Lord's House: an argument-against: Utah béing the gathering place
of God’s people; Narrow Way;: Memorial to. Congress, setting forth the . position of the Reorganized
Church, and declaring against Pr)l) gamy. The Rejection of the Church. - 20 cents per dozen.

TEN PacEs.~Polygamy: evidence that it was not an original tenet of ithe Church of :Latter Day
Raints, 25 cents per dozen. .

. Twenvs Pagss.—Truth made Manifest: a dislogte;. 95 conts per dozen. S

FourteEN PAgES.—Bible versus Polygamy: a c'onclusive argument‘ against’ this hex'eS)" 30 ccnts per
dozen.

SixTERN PA¢Es.—Fulness of the Atonement Reply to Orson Pratt, -on Polygamy, Spau]dmg Story of.
the Book of Mormon contradicted ; the Succesaor in the Prophetic Office and Presidency of the Clmroh
30 cents per dozen. .

PreureeN Pagus.—Plan of Salvation: an exposition of the true church, its oraamzatmn doctrme&,
and blessings ; :the “One Baptlsm ™ its Mode, Subjects, Pre-Requlsxtes, Desxgn and who shall Administer.
35 cents per dozen :

TWENTY PAGES. ——Splrltua‘xsm an argument agamst it} 40 cents per dozen.:

THIRTY-1WO PAczs.—Trial of the Witnesses to the Resm‘xectwn of Jesus, thhont covers, 75 cents
per dozen.

One af each of ﬂw above Trwcts, 5 0 @e%ts.
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