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Subject, JEBUS CHRIST UNCHANGEABLE.

T speaker read the text. <Josus
Christ the same vesterday. and to-day,
and forever,”™ Tatter Dd\” Saints are
trying to have the world believe that
the gospel they ave presching is the
same anchangeable plan of redemp-
tion that has been taught sinece Adan,
and that there s but one gospel. bat
one plan of salvation: one God, one
Christ. and one Holy Spir'h: one hap-
tism. one hope of our calling.  The
vory first thing. that attracted nry at-
tention in hearing the gospel preac hed
by these people was the wnanimity
that T found amony  ail those that
tanght it.  No matter from what part
of the world the ministers had come,
they all agreed in their teaching: and

we are desivous in Whm we have {o-

present that it should be wnderstood
by those who hear it. that we believe
God is an unchangeabloe being: that he
ts eternaly that Jesus Christ ix his
veritable Son: . that there is no other
namwe given nnder heaven whoereby
man can be saved but that of Chyist.
We believe  the hupan family s
alilke in s wants and necessitios, and
that what it required to save aonan in
any past age of the world, it will
require now: whatever of blessing,
whatever. of theory., whatever of

light or revelution that any peo-
ple or peoples-- ol the past avere

able to obtain by faith. it is now pos-
sible for men to receive throngh faith;:
and we beliove with the Apostle Poter
when he said: —Of a trath 1 pereeive
that God is no respecieor of porsons:
but in every nation he that feareth
him | God ], and worketh vichtoousnoess,
is aceepted with him.” Now we be-
love this, we teach it; and we teach
it 50 strongly that we tell the people
that wherever rightoonsness is found,
wlmre,verfaith is found, God will bless,

God will give hO'ht and strength, and

11

P righteousness

man,

“like unio le

those who are working
and exercising faith in
him.  And this we belicve, that there
are hundreds and thousands in the
world whose ears have not been sa-
Tuted with the blessings of the gospel
as wo understand it who have received
but a degrec of light and comfort that
the gospel brings.  We believe and
teach that it is true, that Jesus Christ
is the light that Hghteth every man that
cometh into the world, There are no
limits placed upon this. but overy man
must bo salnted by the light, else he
cannot he condemned by the light.
We stitl teach that statement made
just prior to the flood, that Gods
Hpivit eshall not always strive with
*we believe it {o be {rue now as
then. It will lead him to the truth,
will knoek at the door of his intelli-
aence for acceptance, and if he will
receive it there will be given unto him,
as the Scriptures declare, line upon
line and precept upon precept here a
lttle and there a little.

Tt will be our effort this morming 1?0
fry and show that we ave consistent
with ovur profession, and that what we
havo recoived as revelations agreein
themselves, and with what are found
in the Scriptures,  While Jesus was
herve he taught many things in para-
bles,  In Matthow lﬁ) 83 is one that
we desire to read as o basis to our ve-
marks:  *Another 1)&1'&1)16 spake he
unto them: The kingdom of heaven is
aven. which a woman took.
and hid in three measures of meal, till
the whole was leavened.”  Inthe com-
ments of men upon the parables of
Christ we find but very little gaid
about this one. Mr. Trench in his
book on parvables has the least to say
apon this one than upon any other of
the parables put forth by Christ.  We

comfort to

Cbelleve it is just as important as any
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spoken by the Savior. and it signifies |

something to us.
possibly can, to learn something from
it. The kingdom is the chureh; itis
50 represented;
kingdom vou will find that which is
ropresented by three measures ofmeal.
We ask, Where can we find these three
measures of meal?

I present for your consideration the |
Bible, the Book of Mormon, and the !
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, those |

But let us tyy. ¥ we

and in that ehaeh or

three hoolks, and say to you that those
three books contain the word of God. !

The word of God is the means of onr
sanctification. . Jesus praved to his
Father, “Sanctify them through thy
truth, thy word is truth.”  If these
three books containing the word of God
are harmonious,
thing. we have there the 1*opwwnm'
tion of the three measures of meal: for
God gave this word as contained in
these three books: he gave it by the
ministration of his  Holy Spivit,
which is represented by the leaven,
which leavens the entire lump.  And
I have purposed te show to you that
the teaching of these three books is
harmonious, and their work must be
the same.

Now be it understood that while the
Latier Day Saints are tenaciously.
faithfully. and countinuously uwrging
upon mankind the obhservance of the
word of God, they do so with the un-
derstanding and with the Spirit.  In
the fourteenth chapter and tifteonth
verse of 5t John. Jesus makes the
statement. *If you love me. keep my
commandments,” The keoping of the
commandments of Jesus Christ is tho
evidence of our love toward God; and
the neglect of any commandment that
has emanated from heaven is an ovi-
dence that we lack confidence in and
love toward ounr heavenly Father
Again. turn to the statement of the
Apostle Paul to the Corinthian saints.
He there makes the statement,
letter killeth,

and teach the same !

“The |
but the Spirit giveth

life.” Now. while we ave urging the |
necessity of the observance of the

word, we also urge the necessity of
obtaining the Spivit: for
came by

this word |
the gift of God to man |

through the ministration of angels and |

the Holy Spirit.
the word, will kill;

76

The letter itself, or 5
and the religious | *“Your explanation of the Scnptures

FILVIN,

world only having the word, it is no
wonder we have the antagonism and
confusion found in Christendom at the
present thme; it has been without the
Spirit, and the consequence to it has
been that itis divided in doctrine, in
church govermwent. It is unable to
meet in unison, unable to fraternize to-
g‘( wher with the same understanding,
It cannot comply with the injunction
found in the fourth chapter of Ephe-
sians, to endeavor ‘to keep the unity
of the Spirit i the bond of peace,”
and the reasonis, while it has received
the lettor or word, it has not had the
Spirit: it has been left to its own wis-
dom; has been left fo place its own in-
terpretation upon the word, and it has
reached the same conclusion that Mar-
tin Lather reached when he found cer-
tain things in the Scriptures that did
not agree with his understanding; he
concluded that it must be wrong be-
cause it did not agree with him. "But

if he had had the Spirit that, as we be-

lieve, overy man who undertakes to
preach the gospel ought to have and
hy which the Scrlpture; was written,
he wonld have had a correct under-
standing of that which was written.
I remember going to hear Prof. O. 8.
Fowler, at an expense of fifty cents.
and it was the best investment for
amusement Lever made. You see men
with badges on the left lappet of their
vests, on which are letters. To. the
initiated these mean one thing, to the
uninitiated another. Ina book pub-
lished by Mr. Fowler were many
words ifalicized, as we find in the
common Bible, and whenhe read one of
those words and told us the meaning,
the book became of double interest
to me. and thus I learned some-
thing that was very essential for me
to know. Is it not possible that the
world has been reading the Bible and
has not had the gift by which it could
understand the true intent and mean-
ing of that word. If the Spirit makes
alive, it is necessary that we should
obtain the Spiri{; and if these three
books contain the word of God given
to the world and are identical in their
teaching of the plan of salvation, the
sooner the world understands that the
better. I was talking with a gentle-
man yesterday, and he said to me,
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seems the most reasonable of any I
have heard, and is that which will
reach the understanding of the people,
give them to understand that God is
the Father of the race, that he is in-
terested in one as much as another, in
the salvation of the race; and for this
cause has sent the gospel to the carth.”
That is what we wish the people to
learn; that the gospel was not sent
for a few. ' The Latter Day Saints are
not satisfied with their numbeyr; that
is, they are not satisfied to sit downin
contentment and enjoy, alone, the ra-
ligion they have received, becanse
they are conscious that there are un-
told millions whose souls are in dark-
ness; that there has been a spiritual
dearth throughout the world and, con-
sequently. a spiritual revival is nec-
essary.

It may be true that you have enter-
tained a different understanding of
this parable than what your speaker
has; namely, that it represents the
three books as the three measures of
meal, and the Holy Spirit as the
leaven thaf leavens the entive luymp.
We ask that you shall examine for
yourselves; do not furn away when
light is presented to you. One of our
brethren went to & gentleman who
was a great lover of history, and it
was represented to him that the Book
of Mormon was one of the greafest
historical books pertaining to the fivst
settlement of America; and when our
brother presented the Book of Mor-
mon to him for his consideration, he
put his hands behind his back, refus-
ing to take it. "If there are any here
50 blind to theirinterests, we beg of
them that they listen to what Paul
8ays:
that which is good.” If there is any
good in this Book of Mormon we ask
them to examine it, and to hold fast
that which is geod which they have
received. On page one hundred and
eight we find this instruction con-
cerning the gospel of Jesus Christ:
**Wherefore, my beloved brethren, can
we follow Jesus, save we shall be will-
ing to keep the commandments of the
Father?
ye, repent ye, and be baptized in the
name of my beloved Son. And also,
the voice of the Son came unto me,
saying, He that is baptized in my

And the Father said, Repent-

name, to him will the Father give the
Holy Ghost, like unto me: wherefore,
follow me, and do the things which ye
have seen me do. Wherefore, my be-
loved brethren, I know that if ye shall
follow the Son with full purpose of
heart, acting no hypocrisy and no

- deception before God, but with real
- intent, repenting of your sins, wit-

; in the Scriptures?
! it not be true?

nessing unto the Father that you are
willing to take upon you the name of
Christ, by baptism: yea, by following
yvour Lord and your Savior down into
the water, according to his word; be-
hold, then shall ye receive the Holy
Ghost; yea, then cometh the baptism
of fire and of the Holy Ghost; and
then can ye speak with the tongue of
angels, and shout praises unto the
Holy One of Israel.”

On the one hundred and ninth page,
the closing paragraph, it states: “And
now behold, my beloved brethren, this
is the way; dnd there is none other
way nor name given under heaven,
whereby man can be saved in the
kingdom of God. And now behold,
this is the doctrine of Christ, and the
only and true doctrine of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,
which is one God, without end.”

There is the teaching that we find
in the Book of Mormon, or at least the
teaching of one of those men whose
historv we find recorded in the Book
of Mormon. Do younot discover that
this is in harmony with what we find
If it is, why should
If God is no respecter
of persons, but in every land and
every clime he that fears him and
works righteousness is accepted with

- him, and persons are baptized in the

“Prove all things; hold fast .

name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost in order to be
accepted with him, why should it be
thought a strange thing that those
baptized by the elders of this church,
should prove accepted of God, when
we find our brethren of the different
churches teaching that any member
of their church (they do not restriet
it - to the minister, but a person bap-
tized by any wember of their church)-
is accepted of God? It is so under-
stood and taught by a large portion of
the religious world, that baptism isan
essential feature, and that under cer:
tain circumstances, if necessity arises,
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SERMON BY ELDER R. M. ELVIN,

the administration of any individual
will prove acceptable, whether per-
formed by male or female. Now that
principle is taught and widely taught,
but the elders of this church teach
that men to have the right to adminis-
ter in this sacred ordinance must be
called, ordained, qualified. and en-
dowed with the Holy Spirit that their
work may prove beneficial to the
©individual and accepted of God.

teaches that this is the doctrine of

Christ, and the only true doctrine !

acknowledged of God,
Now turn to the statement of” Jesus

recorded in Mark 1o see whether or |

not we are in harmony with what is
stated there; beginning at the fifteenth
verse of the sixteenth chapter. And
he said unto them. Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to overy
creature. He that belleveth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned. And
these signs shall foliow them that be-
lieve; In my name shall they cast out
devils; they shall speak with new
tongues; they shall take up serpents;
and if they drink any deadly thing, it
shall not hurt them; they shall lay
hands on the sick, and they shall
recover. .

This is the great preaching commis-
sion. given by Jesus Christ to his dis-
ciples just prior to his ascension, also
after his resurrection. What indi-

vidual has the right. who has the au- |
thority to separate what is contained !

in that commission, in the face of the
declaration revealed tousinthe Scrip-

tures. “What itherefore God hath
joined together, let no man put

.y

asunder”® Here he hath joined to-
gether with the preaching of the gos-
pel the requirement and promises.
“‘He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved. . . . And these signs
shall follow them that believe;” and
then enumerates the signs. But we
are told that these signs were just for
. the apostles. O, how strange. that
this language should be so misleading;
that they are veady to accept a partof
the statement the Savior made, that
whosoever is baptized shall be saved,
but separate and veject the remainder!
These apostles had been baptized be-
fore these words were spoken to them;

This .
book from which I have just read |

they were authorized to go and preach
the gospel and baptize everyone that
came unto thenm confessing their sins;
and the promise to those who thus
came repentant before God confessing
their sins was, that upon receiving
| baptism they should receive the gift
" of the Holy Spirit; <For the promise
:ig unto you, and to your children, and
Cto all that arve afar off, even as many
as the Lord our God®shall cally” this
s the instruction coutfained in the
| Seriptures.  The Bible is professed to
'be accepted By all the different
s churches in Christendom. and yet
when weo read from the Bible this
. statement of Jesus, we arve told that it
had reference only to the apostles.
' But how could it have reference to
them only when it is sfated that he
that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved, and these signs shall {follow
them that helieve? Thesemen clothed
upon with the authority of heaven to
go and represent the kingdom of God
among men must have understood that
after individuals had rendered obe-
dience to this ordinance of baptism ac-
cording to the instruction of Jesus in
the commission, they were authorized
to tell them that they were entitled to
the various signs promised to follow
the believer; they were entitled to the
gift of the Holy Spirit, which mani-
fests itself in the various gifts and
manifestations revealed in the Scrip-
tures; and the believer is the one that
is to receive these gifts, :

I found one man who had taken
i very peculiar position with reference
f to this text under consideration, and
that was, “‘If that sceripture be true as
preached by the Latter Day Saints,
then every believer must receive all
the spirvitual gifts and all the signs
here spoken of: Every believer must
have the gift of knowledge, of under-
standing, of faith; the gift of unknown
tongues, of interpretation of tongues;
the gift of prophecy, the discerning of
spirits; the gift of performing
miracles; they must be able to take up
serpents, drink deadly poison, ete.”
How strange that is, when Paul while
instructing the saints concerning the
ministrations of these gifts says that

l
H
|
i

+ (rod giveth to every man severally as

' he will; to one a certain gift, and to
| another another gift. We found at
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one place where we were preaching, &
man who, to prove that the faith of
the Latter Day Saints was not irue,
came forward and took from his pocket
a small bottle; there was about an
ounce of poison in it. He said: <If
there is a Latter Day Saint who be-
lieves that if they take any deadly
thing it will not hurt them, let them
come forward and take a dose of this

strychnine; and if it does not hurt !

I

them, I will believe in their teaching.
If that had been the test of the doc-
trine of Jesus Christ, if that had been
made the test by which individuals

were to ascertain whether or not a
man was a true believer, it would have |

been incorporated in the Scriptures,
and we would have been told to preach
the Bible and teach that these siguns
shall follow them that believe, also to

take with us a bottle of strychnine in
order to take if on all occasions to .

make true believers. If God had aun-
thorized us to take poison with us for
that purpose, then we might have be-
lieved that the method this man pro-
posed was a correct one; but if & man
tells me to take strychnine, he stands

in the same position as if he took are- |

volver and told me if T would not be-
lieve his doctrine he would shoot me.
A man has the same right to carry a
revolver and force men to accept his
doctrine as to take strychnine and tell
men to take it in order to prove their
doctrine true; and such is subject to
arrest for threatening the lives of
those whom he thus approaches.

Members of  this church have had |

poison administered to them and have
survived. 1t is written of one of the
elders of this church that poison was
given him when he did not know it,
and the effect was of such a character
that a portion of his hair came off, he
was so thoroughly overcome; and after
God had preserved him, one of the
brethren who was with him was pros-
trated, though he was compelled to
leave the brother and continue his
journey; butboth survived. 1 believe
there are those here who have been
subjected to the same freatment, but
God has preserved their lives.

The Book of Mormon makes the
same profession as the Bible; it
teaches the same truths; it teaches
about this Holy Spirit, and that this

| Spirit is the source from which spir-
i itual manifestations are given, from
! which the gifts of the gospel are to be
| veceived. On page four hundred and
| seventy-two of the Book of Mormon
| we have another statement concerning
the gospel of Jesus Christ: “Now
this is the commandment; Repent, all
" ye ends of the earth, and come unto
' me and be baptized in my name, that
yve may be sanctified by the reception
. of the Holy Ghost, that ye may stand
spotless before me at the last day.
- Verily, verily I say unto you, this is
. my gospel; and ye know the things
that ye must do in my church; for
the works which ye have seen me do,
- that shall ye also do; for that which
' yve have seen me do, even that shall
ye do; therefore if ye do these things
blessed are ye, for ye shall be lifted
up at the last day.”

These words were spoken to the
twelve apostles whom Jesus Christ
personally selected  from among the
Nephites; and they in their preaching
found those who were tenacious over
the doctrine they were preaching, and
he came in their midst and made in-
quiry concerning these things that
- caused division among the people.
And Jesus Christ appeared unto them
the second time, and gave them in-
struections that were so plain and ex-
plicit that theyv could not err therein;
and we are here told that whatever
Jesus Christ taught them to do, the
church to-day is to do; whatever
Christ done while here in the flesh
ministering at Jerusalem, the church
wherever it is found and whenever it
is found will follow in the footsteps of
Jesus Christ.  Whatever doctrive
Christ taught, whatever ordinances he
practiced, they will practice; what-
ever gpiritual blessings were obtained
under his administration they may ob-
tain by reason of having the light of
the Holy &pirit, the source of the
power that the God of heaven bestows
upen those who serve him, that they
may attain to eternal life and stand as
heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus
! Christ, ,
| I have presented the word of God
| from two of these books, and will now
{ present a little from the third one,
| that you may see that we are. abso-
| lutely in harmony with all of these
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books. The iunstruction that Jesus
Christ gave to us on page one hundred

Covenants I will read: “Thon didst
baptize by water unto repentance. but
they received not the Holy Ghost; but
now I give unte thee a commandment,
that thou shait baptize by water. and
they shall receive the Holy Ghost by
the laying on of the hands, even as the
apostles of old. And it shall come to
pass, that theve shall be a great work
in the land among the Gentiles, for
their folly and their abominations
shall be made manifest, in the eyes of
all people; for I am God. and -mine
arm is not shortened, and I will show
miracles, signs, and wonders, unto
all those who helieve on my name.
And whoso shall ask it in my name,
in faith, they shall cast out devils;
they shall heal the sick; they shall
cause the blind to receive their sight,
and the deaf to hear, and the dumb to
speak, and the lame to walk; and the
time speedily cometh that great things
are to be shown forth unto the chil-
dren of men; but without faith shall
not anything be shown forth except
desolations upon Babylon, the same
which has made all nations drink of
the wine of the wrath of her fornica-
tion. And there are none that doeth
good except those who are ready to
receive the fullness of my gospel,
which I have sent forth unto this gen-
eration.”

Please take notice that the one to
whotn these words were spoken was
Mr. Sidney Rigdon, who was a Bap-
tist, subsequently a Disciple minister,
{of the church known now as the
Christians,) for whom he had for some
time been preaching in the northern
part of Ohio. His home was in Mentor,
and he bad converted hundreds, per-
haps thousands to the faith of the
Christian Church. Elders P. P. Pratt
and O. Cowdery presented fo him a
copy of the Book of Mormon, and he
examined that book and afterwards
received the doctrine they were
preaching, and was baptized and be-
came one of the leading ministers of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints. After he had entered
into the work thisrevelation was given;
and in speaking of the work that he
had done before, it said that he had

i

i 0
f
and twenty-four Book of Doctrine and v

1

een like John the Baptist, preaching
aith, repentance, and baptism by
vater; but now he was {0 receive the

¥

" right, after he had become a member

' of

the  Latter Day Saints, that he

" should nreach faith, repentance, bap-

[ associales

tism by water, and the reception of the
Holy &host by the laying on of hands;
and that these sigus should follow the

shi of the word. It is over
sars since Mr, Rigdon and his
commenced o preach that

D doctrine, and it has spread out and
+ has found disciples among nearly
every nation of the eavth; and where-

aver it has been preached there have

" been men and women whé have been
- prepaved to say by the gift of God’s
- Spirit that the doetrine they have em-

braced is true. It matters not whether

- this gospel be presched in Maine orin
' California. in Minnesota or Florida;

whether in England or Wales, in
Canada or Australin; wherever it is

' preached, and in whatever languageit
. 18 preached, the same doctrine that is
" taught from this stand is taught by
t the representatives of this church;

D and
" those

the results are the same with
individuals who accept fthe

- preaching, go down in the waters of
| baptism, and there receive, by reason

of the reception of God’s Holy Spirit
the remission of thelr sins; they are

i prepared to say, and to say under-

standingly and conscientiously, I

{ know that my Redeemer liveth; I

6]

know that the truth that has been
manifested to me by the gift of God’s
Spirit is the truth of heaven, and by
continning therein I have the promise
of a crown that fadeth not away.”
And now, having been born of that
“one Spirit” into the “one body,” we
then have entered info a eneness in
Christ and have proved the language
of our text to be true, ‘‘Jesus Christ
the same yesterday, and to-day, and
forever.”

In & public discussion with an indi-
vidual of another church 1 made to
him a proposition, that if he would
take this question, “What must I do
to be saved?” and write to any indi-
vidual representing this faith, whether
in the distant Kast of this country, or
in California, or in Minnesota, or down
in the Southern States—-write to any
of cur ministers in Australia or in

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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England, when the answers came back
they would all be alike. The reason
why I made that proposition is this:
The ministers of that church are not
bound by each other’s statements.
You take the writings of Mr. Alexan-
der Campbell, and then take those of
other ministers of that church, and
compare them, and find a contradiec-
tion between them, and tell them of it,
they very soon say, ‘I am not bound
by what that man has stated.” When
an elder of this church states before
me what a man must do to be saved, I
am bound by his statement if he
teaches by this record, the Bible.
‘When Brother Alexander H. Smith is
asked in Utah the question, “What
must I do to be saved?” his answer as
to what is for them to do to receive
salvation, I am bound by, as long as
he represents the church, and not
himself, or any other man. No man
has the right to represent his own no-
tions when standing before the people
to represent the church. Robert G.
Ingersoll delivered a lecture in Chicago
& short time ago from the text, “What
must I do to be saved?” In the audi-
ence was a newspaper reporter who
wrote out that fext and sent it o all
the ministers there to be answered by
them, and when he received their an-
swers no two agreed. When you take
the question, ““What must I de to be
saved?” you can send not only to a
few, but to any number of the repre-
sentatives of this church, and their
answers will agree. What must be
done is this: We mus: comply with
the word, and we must obtain ths
Spirit of God; for Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday, and to-day, and for-
ever; and thoughall men should prove
to be liars, we cannot afford, as has
been said from this stand, that Christ
should be proved to be unirue. His
work and his words must be true, and
we must subscribe to them.

In closing my conversation to you I
have one passage of Scripture that I
wish to present; it is in the Inspired
Translation; it is not found in the old
Bible; it is in the sixth chapter of
Genesis beginning at the sixty-second

verse: ‘‘HEven so ye must be born
again, into the kingdom of heaven, of
water, and of the Spirit, and be
cleansed by blood, even the blood of
mine Only Begotten; that'ye mightbe
sanctified from all sin; and enjoy the
words of eternal life in this world, and
eternal life in the world to come; even
immortal glory. For by the water ye
keep the commandment; by the Spirit
ve are justified; and by the blood ye
are sanctified. Therefore it is-given
to abide in you, the record of heaven,
the Comforter, the peaceable things
of immortal glory, the truth of all
things, that which -quickeneth all
things, which malketh alive all things,
that which kooweth all things, and
hath all power according to wisdom,
mercy, truth, justice, and judgment.
And now, behold, 1 say unto you,
This is the plan of salvation uvnto all
men, through the blood of mine Only
Begotten, who shall come in the me-
ridian of time.” ,
There can be no cleaver, no purer,

no higher testimony of the gospel of
Jesus Christ than that which I have
just read to you from the Inspired
Translation, and from 2ll these four
books that I have read from in your
hearing this morning. There is the
word of God given by the Spirit of
trath.  The living God is the author
of these revelations, and we promise
to man life and salvation on the terms
herein contained. We do it solemnly,
we do it understandingly; wedo ibex-
pecting to rmeot the promise that we
make at the bar of God. We read
here the prowise t¢ men in the name
of Jesus Chyist, that if they will re-
pent of their sing with a true heart,
with the intention of doing that which
is right; I they will accept of these
truths, go down into the waters of
baptism, there obtaining a remission
of thelr sing, and have the hands of
elders of this church laid upon them,
they shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost. I know that it is true by my
personal experience; and I wishto say
to you in conelusion that I am ready
to testify that Jesus Christis the same
vesterday, and to-day, and forever,
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RELATIVE PERFECTION.

THERE is a relative, as well as a more | ,
© usefulness, mental culture, and refined

general, perfection in man, which
must not be lost sight of in examining

the question of his proper vocation in
There is required of him, not
only a culture of his whole belng as a
man, but also a diligent and faithful

life.

adaptation of certain of his powers to
the particular circumstances in which
he is placed. Life's purpose is only
adeguately accomplished in discharg-
ing both these:claims: and, indeed,
the more limited service is a necessary
condition of the general development.
You find yourself, then. occupying &
given position in the world.

tunities of usefulness, trials alse, diffi-
culties and temptations of its own.
Take your lot as it is assigned you,
without murmuring. Make the best
of it; and, if in the eyes of men it
seems unhonored and unenviable, en-
noble it by your own spirit, and work
your way through it, by character and
honest industry, to something better
and happier. If, on the other hand,
you find it accord with your inclina-
tion, and open before you a fair pros-
pect of worldly advancement, be
assured there is nothing irreligious in
honorably aiming at success and emi-
nence in i, and still less in openly
avowing that sush is your object.
Every pursuit which conduces to the

welfare of the world has its appropri- |
! friends with the world, but not less

ate honor attending it; and a genuine

virtue is developed by enthusiasm for |
: Tt is also the honest and sincere view.

what is highest in our own line of ac-

tion. *You may treatlife as a problem, |
. and none more so, and with a keener

which has to be wrought out to a suc-

cessful result, with certain moral condi- |
| some who put forth an exclusive claim

tinps attached to it. Do not, because

it look# difficult, timorously shrink
but |
work through every part of it, whether .
you get the whole result or not, with- :
out violating one of its moral condi- |
| world.

from attempting the solution;

tions. Draw the uimost from it that
will yield for temporal prosperity, for

It has
its appointed duties. its special oppor- |
. as assigned you by God, who regards
I not its subject-matter, but the spirit
i in which it is performed; and, as in his

social weight and position, for honor,

enjoyment, consistently with the
strictest integrity, with health and
the exercise of the affections, with a
remembrance of the end of life and
a cheerful submission to the divine
will. Whatever your vocation in life,
—whether you labor with the head or
with the hand; whether you write
hocks, or manufacture cloth; whether
your ships cross every sea, or your
whole stock "in trade is  contained
within the four walls of your humble
shop; whether you sit on the bench of
justice, or earn your honest wages
from week o week,—honor your work

sight, Wwith a loyal and devoted heart,
strive to be outdone by no one in the
completeness and efficiency of its ex-
ecution. ;
This is the healthy view of our
human world. Contentment, comfort,
abundance, depend on its wide diffu-
gion. It would put everyone in his
proper place, and fit him with his
proper task. It would let none be
idle, and leave none in want., It would
abolish useless privilege, and bring
all under the constraint of wholesome

i duty. This view reconciles earth and
: heaven.

‘While we are in the world,
it makes us, in the best of senses,

fitted for heaven when we pass away.
Thousands who disown it act upon iy
eye even to selfish advancement, than
to the religious character. = Such is
the course of action which contributes
to relative perfection, by linking our
individual lives through specific duties
with the general well-being of the

JoHN JAMES TAYLER.*
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