No. 29,

A VISTON.

Hzag, O ye heavens, and give ear, O earth,
and rejoige ye inhabitants thereof, for the
Lord is God, and beside him there is no
Savior; great is his wisdom; marvelous
are his ways; and the extent of his doings,
none can find out; his purposes fail not,
neither ‘are there any who can stay his
hand; from eternity to eternity he is the
same, and his years never fail.

For thus saith the Lord, I, the Lord, am
merciful and gracious unto those who fear
me, and delight to honor thoss who serve
me in righteousness and in truth unto the
end; greatshall be their reward, and eter-
nal shall be their glory; and to them will
I reveal all mysteries; yea, all the hidden
mysteries of my kingdom from days of
old: and for ages to come will I make
known unto them the good pleasure of my
will concerning all things pertaining to
my kingdom; yea even the wonders of
eternity- shall they know, and things to
come will I show them, even the things of
many generations; their wisdom shall be
great, and their understanding reach to
heaven; and before them the wisdom of
the wise shall perish, and the understand-
ing of the prudent'shall come to naught;
for by my Spirit will I enlighten them,
and by my power will I make known unto
them the secrets of my will; yea even
those things which eye has not seen, nor
ear heard, nor yet entered into the heart
of ‘man.”

We, Joseph Smith, Jr., and Sidney Rig-
don, being in the Spirit on the sixteenth
of February, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and  thirty-two,
by the power of the Spirit our eyes were
opened, and our understandings were en-
lightened, 8o a8 to see and understand the
things of God; even those things which
were from the beginning before the world

was, which were ordained of the Father,
through his only begotien Sen, who was
in the bosom of the Father, even from the
beginning, of whom we bear record, and
the record which we bear is the fullness
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, who is'the
Son, whom we saw and with whom we
conversed in the heavenly vision; for
while we were doing the work of transla-
tion, which the Lord had appointed unto
us, we came to the twenty-ninth verse of
the fifth chapter of John, which was given
unto us a8 follows: speaking of the resur-
rection of the dead, concerning those who
ghall hear the voice of the Son of Man,
and shall come forth; they who have done
good in'the resurrection of the just, and
they who have done evil in the resurrec-
tion of the unjust.

Now this caused us to marvel, for it was
given unto us of the Spirit, and while we
meditated upon these things, the Lord
touched the eyes of our understandings,
and they were opened, and tha glory of
the Lord shown round about; and we be-
held the glory of the Son, on the right
hand of the Father, and received of his
fullness; and saw the holy angels, and they
who were sanctified before his throne, wor.
shiping God and the Lamb, who worshlp
him forever and ever.

And now, after the many testimonies
which have been given of him, this is the
testimony, last of all, which we give of
Mim, that he lives; for we saw him, even
on the right hand of God; and we heard
the voice bearing record that he is the
only begotten of the Father, that by him
and through him, and of him, the worlds
are and were created; and the inhabitants
thereof are begotten sons and daughters
unto God.

And this'we saw also, and bear record,
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2 A VISION.

that an angel of God, who was in authori-
ty in the presence of God, who rebelled
against the 'only begotien Son’; whom! the:
Father loved, and who was in the bosom

of the Father; and was thrust down.from

the presence of God and the Son, and was
called Perdition; for the heavens wept
over him; he was Lucifer, a son of the
morning. And we beheld, and lo, he is
fallen! is fallen! even a son of the morn-
ing,

And while we were yet i the Spirit, the

the Lord commanded us that we should
write the vision; for we beheld Satan,
that old serpent, even the devil, who re-
belled against God, and sought to take the
kingdom of our God and his Christ; where.
fore he maketh war with the saints of God;
and encompasses them round about. - And
we saw & vision of the sufferings of those
with whom he made war and overcame,
for thus came the voice of the Lord unto
us. -

Thus saith the Lord, concerning all
those who know my power, and have been
made partakers thereof, and suffered
themselves, through the power of the
devil, to be overcome, and to demy the
truth, and defy my power; they are they
who are the sons of perdition, of whom I
‘gay. it had been better for them never to
have been born; for they are vessels of
wrath, doomed to suffer the wrath of God,
with the devil and his angels, in eternity,
concerning whom I have said there is mo
forgiveness in this world, nor in the world
to come; having denied the Holy Spirit,
after having received it; and haviag de-
nied the only begotten Son of the Father;
having erucified him unto themselves, and
put him to an open shame: these are they

who shall go away into the lake of fire and:

brimstose, with the devil and his angels,
and the only ones on whom the gecond
death shall have any powser; yea, verily,
the only ones who shall not be redesmed

in due time of the Lord, after the suf-

ferings of his wrath; for all the rest shall
be brought forth by the resurrection of

the dead, through the triumph and the
glory" of “the:Lamb, who wasslain, who
wag'in the bosom of the Edther:before the
worlds were made.

And this.is.the.gospel, the glad-tidings
whieh the voice out of the heavens bore
record unto us, that he came into the world,
even Jesus to be crucified for the world,
and to bear the sins of the werld, and to
sanctify the world, and to cleanse it from
all unrighteousness; that through him all
wight be saved, whom the Father had. put
into his power, and made by him; who
glorifies the Father, and saves a.n‘t,“he
works of his hands, except those sons of
perdition who deny the Son after the
Father hath revealed him; wherefore he
saves all except them; they shall go awWay
into everlaetmg pumshment which is.end-
less punishment, which is eternal punish-
ment, to reign with the devil and his
angels in eternity, where their worm dieth
not and the fire is not quenched, whmh is
their torment, and the end thereof, neither
the pla.ee thereof, mor their torment, no
man knows;. neither was_ it revealed,
nelther is, neither w1ll be, revealed unto
ma.n, except to them who are made par-
takers thereof: nevertheless, I, the Lord,
show it by vision unto many;. but straight-
way shut it up again; wherefore the end,
the width, the hight, the depth, and the
misery thereof, - they understand. not,
nelther any  man except them who are
ordamed unto thls condemnation.

And we heard the voice saying, Wmte
the VISlOn, for lo, this is the end. of the
vision of the sufferings of the ungodlyl

And again, we bear record for we saw
and heard, and this is the testimony of the
gospel of Christ, concerning them who
come forth in the resurrection of thejust:
they are.they who received the testimony
of Jesus, and believe on his name, and
were beptlzed after the manner. of his
burml being buried in the water in hig
name, aund this according to the command-
ment which he has. given, that, by. keep-
ing the commandments, they might be
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A VISION. 3

washed and cleansed from all their sins,

and receive the Holy: Spirit-by the laying |-

on: of-the hands of him- who is ordained
andisealed unto this power; and who over
come by faith, and are sealed by the Holy
Spirit of promise, which the Father sheds
forthiupon all those who are-just.and true;
.. they -are they who are the Church of -the
First Born; they arelthey into-whose hands
the Father has given all things; they-are
they who are priests:and kings, who-have
received of his fullness, and of -his . glory,
and are priests of the Most: High after the
order of Melchisedek, which :was after the
order of Enoch, -which was after the order
of  the only: begotten Son ;- wherefore, as
it is written, they. are gods;even:the sons
of God; wherefore all things-are theirs,
whether ‘life or death, or things present,
or:things to.come, all are theirs, and they
are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s ;. and they
shall-overcome: all things; wherefore let
no man glory -in' man, but-rather let him
-glory in God; who:shall subdue all:enemies
under-his- feet; -these shall -dwell in the
presence of God and his Christ forever
.and ever; these are they whom he shall
bring with him, when he shall come in the
clouds of heaven, to reign on the ‘earth
over his people; the‘s‘e are they who shall
have part in the first resurrection; these
are:they who shall come forth in-the resur-
rection of the just; these are they who
ars come unto Mount Zion, and unto the
City of the living God; the heavenly place,
the holiest of all; these are they who have
“¢ome to an innumerable company of angels;
to the general assembly and the Church of
Enoch, and of the. First Born; these are
they - whose names are written in heaven,
where God and Christ are the judge of all;
‘these areé they who are just men made
perfect: through: Jesus:-the  mediator - of
the ynew covenant; who ‘wrought out-this
perfect~ atonement through the shedding
of his own blood; these are they whose
bodies are celestial, whose glory is that
of the .sum, even: the-glory of God, the
highest of all; whose glory the sun of the

firmament is written of as being typical.

And again, we saw the terrestrial world,
and behold and lo; these are they who
are of the terrestrial, whose glory:differs
from that of the Church of the First-Born,
who- have received the fulness of the
Father, even as that of the moon:differs
from. the sun in-the firmament. Behold,
these are they who died without-law; and
also they who are the spirits of men kept
in. prison, whom the Son' visited; and
preached the gospel unto them, that they
might be judged according to men in-the
flesh, whe-received mot the testimony of
Jesus in the flesh, but afterward received

Ait, these are-they who are honorable men

of the earth, who are blinded by thecraf-
tiness of-men; these are they who receive

1 of his glory, but not of his fullness; these

are they who receive of‘the presence of
the Son, but not of the fullness of the
Fathery; wherefore they-are bodies terres-
trial,-and not bedies:celestial, and ~differ
in glory as the moon differs from the sun;
these are they who are not valiant in the
testimony of Jesus; wherefore they ob-
tained not the crown over the Kingdom of
our God. - And now :this is the end of the
vigsion which we saw of the terrestrial,
that the Lord commanded us-to write while
we were yet in the Spirit.

And again; we saw the glory of ‘the tel-
estial, which glory is that of the lesser,
even as the glory of the stars differ from

‘that of the glory of the moon in the firma-

ment; these are they who received not the
gospel of Christ, neither the testimony of
Jesus; these are they who deny mnot the
Holy Spirit; these are they who are thrust
down to hell; these are they who shall not
be redeemed from the devil, until the last
resurrection, until the Lord, even Christ
the Lamb, shall have finished his- work;

‘these are they who receive not of his full-

ness in the eternal world, but of the Holy
Spirit through the ministration of the ter-
restrial;. and the terrestrial through the

' ministration of the celestial; and also the

telestial receive it of the administering of
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4 A VISION.

angels, who are appointed to minister for
them, or who are appointed to be minister-
ing spirits for them, for they shall be heirs
of salvation.

And thus we saw in the hea,venly vision,
the glory of the telestial, which surpasses

all understanding; and no man knows- it.

except him to whom God has revealed it.
And thus we saw the glory of the terres-
trial, which excels in all things the glory
of the telestial, even in glory, and in power,
and in might, and.in dominion...-And thus
we saw the glory of the celestial,. which
excels in all things; where God, even the
Father, reigns upon his throne forever and

- ever, before whose throne all things bow
in humble reverence and give him glory
forever and ever. They who dwell in his
presence are the Church of the First Born;
and they see as they are seen, and know
as they are known, having received of his
fullness and of his grace;.and he makes
them equal in power, and in mighb and
in dominion.

And the glory of the celestial is one,
even as the glory of the sun is one. And
‘the glory of the terrestrial is one, even as
the glory of the moon is one. . And the
glory of the telestial is. one, even as the
glory of the stars is one, for as one star
differs from another star in glory, even s8¢
differs yne from another in glory in the
telestial world; for these are they who are
of Paul, and of Apollos, and of Cephas;
these are they who say they are some of
one and some of arother, some of Christ,
and some of John, and some of Moses, and
some. of Elias, and-some-of Esaias,~a.nd
gsome of Isaiah, and some of Enoch, but
. received not the gospel, neither the testi-
mony of Jesus, ueither the prophets,
neither the everlasting covenant; last of
all, these all are they who will not be
gathered with the Saints, to be caught up
unto the Church of the First Born, and
received into the cloud; these are they
who are liars, and sorcersrs, ‘and "adul-
terers, and whoremongers, and whosoever
loves and makes a lie; thess are they who

- suffer the wrath of God on the earth; these
are they who suffer the vengeancs of eter-
nal fire; these are they who are oast down

to bell, and suffer the wrath of Almighty
God, until the fullness of times;: when
Christ. shall--have: subdued © all enemies
under his. feet, and ghall have: perfected
his work, when he shall deliver-up. the
kingdom and present it unto:the Father
spotless, saying: I have overcome.snd
have trodden the wine press alone; even
the “ wine -press. of the fierceness: of:the
wrath of Almighty God; then shall:he'be
crowned with-the.crown of his glory, to

sit:on-the-throne-ofhis p'bwer' to reign

forever and ever.

But, behold, and lo, we saw-the glory
and the inhabitants of the telestial world,
that they were as- innumerable as the stars
in the firmament of heaven, or as the sand
upon the sea shore, and-heard the voice of
the Lord, saying: These all shall: bow:the
knee, and - every tongue:shall confess:to
him who sits upon. the throne: forever and
ever;. for they shall be judged-according
to their works; and.every man shall: re-

ceive according to his:own works, and his
own dominion, in the mansions which are
prepared, and they shall be servants of
the Most High, but where God and Christ
dwell they can not come, worlds without
end..

This is the end of the vision whxch we
saw, which we were commanded to write

‘while we were yet in the Spirit.

But great and marvelous are the works
of the Lord and the mysteries-of his king-

dom which he showed unto us, which sur-

passes all undersmndmg in_glory, and in
might, ‘and in dominion, which he com-
manded-us-we should-not write, while' we
were. yet in. the. Spirit, and.are not:lawful
for man to utter, neither is man capable
to make them known, for they are only to
be seen and understood by.the power of
the  Holy ; Spirit, which" God ‘bestows on
those who love him and purify Lhemselves
before him; to.whom he-grants this-privi-
lege of seemg and knowing for themselves;
that through'the power and manifestation
of the Bpirit, while in the flesh, they may
be able to bear his presencein. the world
of glory. And to God and the Lamb be
glory, and honor, and dominion forever
and ever. Amen.
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