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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL

A)ﬁ i (R €]

AL CONFERENCE,

HELD AT PLANO, ILL, APRIL 6th, 1873,

The Annual.Conference of the Re-
organized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, convened at the
Saints’ Meeting-house, Plano, Kendall
Co., Illinois, at 10 A.M., April 6, 1873.

Conference was called to order by
President Joseph Smith, and Elders

" . Wm. H. Kelley, Duncan Campbell,

" and Alexander H. Smith, were ap-
pointed Secretary, and Clerks of Con-
ference.

Meeting was opened by singing;
- after which prayer was offered by Elder

E. C. Briggs. '

' The President announced, that as
this was the Sabbath, business matters
would be deferred until Monday, and
the day be devoted to preaching the
word.

On motion, President Joseph Smith

~ was requested to-address the Confer-
ence in the forenoon. He spoke ef-

fectively from the words, “ What is

Truth.”

Benediction, by Elder Wm. H. Kel-

ley. .

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Services commenced by singing the
169th hymn; prayer was offered by
President Joseph Smith.

Elders W. W. Blair and R. Holt
were-then given charge of the meeting,
. and Brn. Nathaniel Tinkham, Ira
- Mack, Elisha (. Culver, and Sisters

Alice. Wilson and J. O. Barnes, who
were baptized in the morning by Presi-

_ dent Joseph Smith, were confirmed,
~under the hands of lilders E: C. Briggs
and Wm. H. Kelley.

ey

The Sacrament was then administer-
ed, and the remainder of the session
was spent in a social way; many bear-
ing strong testimony to the truth of
the gospel, and the knowledge given
them by obedience to the truth. The
solemnity of the Spirit rested upon the
assembly, and joy gladdened the hearts
of the Saints.

EVENING SESSION.

Elder Josiah Ells led in prayer;
after which Elder Jason W. Briggs
addressed the Conference, from the
text, “ And the Truth shall make you
free,” in connection with, “Thy word
is Truth.”

On motion, Conference adjourned
until Monday, April 7th, 9 A.pm.

MONDAY, APRIL T7rwm.

MORNING SESSION.

On motion, President Joseph Smith
was appointed President of Conference.

Services opened by singing; prayer
by the President.

It being necessary for the President
to be absent, Elder W. W. Blair was
called to the chair. )

The minutes of the Semi-Annual
Conference of 1872 were then read by
the Secretary, and accepted by motion.
It was then ,

Resolved, That no one be permitted to
speak more than once on the same subject;
until all others, who may desire, shall
have spolken. '
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DISTRICT REPORTS WERE THEN READ.

The Pottawattomie District, reported
by letter, as follows:—"

¢ Seven Branches, viz: Council Bluffs,
Crescent City, North Pigeon, Boomer,
Wheeler's Grove, Bight Mile Grove, snd
Union: Officials, 1 High Priest, § of the
Seventy, 44 Elders, 8 Priests, 9 Teachers
7 Deacons, and 225 members; tofal 340,

¢ Since last report 6 have been baptized,
21 received by letter, 1 removed by letter,
G cut off, 6 died, 2 marriages, and ¢ chil-
dren blessed. Fifty are scattered in ‘the
district. James Caffal, President: Fred-
erick Hansen, Secretary »oo

Decatur District, reporbe& by Ietter

#Three Branches, viz: Little River, 74
members, Lamoni 55, and Leon 15; 6 have
been added by baptism to the Leon Branch
since last report. There are in Ringgold|c
€o., near Mt. Ayr, six members not orga-
nized into & branch; also siz at Chariton,
Lueas Co. About twenty members are
scattered over the district not identified

~ with any branch; tota.l ‘members in Dis-
trict 164.

«The distriet is in good condition.
AMore oalls for preaching than can be filled
by the few laborers in the District.. Some
influential men are taking a ‘beld stand
against the work, and they must be met by
an able elder. A. W Moﬁei P‘remdent
of District.”

Fremont Dlstmet reported by let-
ter i

five having been added by the a.nnexation
of the Southern Nebraska District, gince
last report, with an aggregate membership
of 433, including 8 High Priests, 2 of the
Seventy, 47 Elders, 15 Priesis, 14 Teachers
and 8 Deacons, The general condition of
the District is tolerably good. Wm. Red-
held President; Wm. Leeka, Clerk:”

'Alabama .and Florida District, re-
ported by letter:—

“Ten branches comprxsmg a member-
ship of about 375,

¢ Sorhe of the branches arerather in-|

active; but the majority of them are in a
werking eondition, and making some pro-
gress.  About geventy have been added to
numbers within the past year; and the
proapeets are fair for others to unite with

us, Since last report about fiftéen have
been dlsfellowshlped one of them an
elder. . - <~

. #There are mghteen elders in the Dm-
triet; two of them having been ordained

i« There are 13 Branches in the Distriet,

‘during the past year. There is but litile
preaching done, compared with what there
shonld be with the number of elders in it;
but there is more of an active spirit among
them now than there has been hitherto. 1
think, if some. one can_be sent from the
Conference to take. chargeof sifuirs and
labor with us, that good will' result froim
it; for members will receive counsel from
one from abroad sooner thsn from those
raised among them, and ‘they are more
willing to help such. L. F. West, Presi-
dent of Distriet,”

" 8t. Louis District, reported by let-
ter i— ) -
¢« Bight Branehes, with% membership of
1442 ; including 3 High Priests, 38 Eldevs,
12 Priests, 14 Teachers; and 6 Deacons.
It has 5 Sunday-Schools, with a membexr-
ship of over 200 scholars. The spiritunl
condition is fair, much better of late tham
usual; although there’ has' been fio in-
crease to our numbers for'some time pasi.
Wm. H. Hazzledine, President of Distriet:™

- South-West Missouri and Sout;h Dast
Kansas reported by letter 1=

“Twenty-five Elders, very few of whem
are engaged in the minisiry; 7 Priests, and
a total membership, as far -as known,of
228, Added by baptism- smca last report
12,

‘1 The District is not in'as goed a condltmn
as formerly; but prospects. are- better for
the future: .B. V Sprmger, PreSIdent of
Distriet.”.

Northern Ilhnms Dlstmcb reported
by letter :—

“ < Twelve anches, and a total mémbey-
ship of 52%Z: of which number 86 are
church-officials; there being 1 of the First
Presidency, 1 Presiding Bishop, 2 Apostles,
9 High Priests, 6 of the Querum of Seventy,
40 Elders, 12 Priests, 9 Teachers, and &
Dencons., Within the past year 20 hawe
been added by baptism, and 14 by letter;
or a total of 84; while there has heen a

- 1loss within the same time of 33 by leiter

of removal; 4 by expulsmn and 5by death,
being a total loss of-42. ‘
_¢¢The District is in falr candxtwn ‘al-
though there is not & general amount of
zeal msanifested, nor a great degree .of
warmth, neither is thére much preaching
of the word outside of branches, except by
district appointment. The preésiding ofi-
cer-has endeavored to be sctive and dili- -
gent, and as constant ag other duties:per-

-|mitted, and_ during the, pabb year had

traveled over w6 thousand niles in the

Distriet. Presidents of Branchesire doing
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what they cs.n, and there is little or no
- aetual trouble inany portlon, snd a major-
ity of the saints seem to have a clearer
goneeption of duty, as saints, and to desire
to take a firmer hold on eternal life. .
"¢ The labors ¢f Elders John H. Hansen,
of Tows, havé it is believed, been produc-
tive of much good. He has labored dili-
gently for most of the past year in the Dis-
triet, and may be continued acceptably if
it be pleasing to himself and the present
general assembly of the church. Henry
A. Stebbins, President Va.lentme Whlte,
Clerk of Distriet.” -

- @Galland’s Grove: Dlstnﬂt reported
by letter:—

“ Member shlp 392. Increase within the
year of about 40. Some of the branches

have increased in faith and good works,
others are making but little progress; but

the work is.on a firmer footing thaun it

ever has been in this part of Iowa. Many
of eur young Elders have taken hold of the
work in earnest, and much good is being
done. Thomas Dobson, Pres1dent »

Hastern Nebraska reported by let-
ter i—

““Three Branches, COHSiSﬁng of 110
members, including officers.
the members are trying to do their duty.
I am! sorry to say that the most of the
troubles are with the elders, I have not
visited in the District much, but I have
been trymg to impress on the minds of the
Saints the necessity of taking the church
publications, espeocially the Herald.  Some
now take it, others promise to send for it.
M. Ballinger, President.”

The minutes of the Central Nebraska
District Conference were not accepted
as a report of District.

. Pittsfield, Tllinois, District, reported
by letber :— ~ ’

“Two organized branches, the Pittafield
and New Canton;

aumbering 21.members, including, 3 El-
ders and 1 Priest; and the New. Canton

numbering 12 members, including 1 Seven-

tyfand, 2 Elders; 1 died. There are scat-
téred in the District some 22 members,

making a total numerical strength of 55..

C. Mills, President of District.”” .

The String Prairie and Nauvoo Dis-
triet, reported by letter :—
“#¢Ten Brauches, viz: Olive, Keokuk;,

String Prairie; Burlington,- (Amemcan},v

and Burlmgtan, {German), Croton, Farm-
mgton, Bock Creek Montrose, and Vin-

The most of|
{reported

the Pittsfield branchy

cennes, Oﬂicmls 2 ngh Prlests, 4 of
the Seventy, 81 Elders, 8 Priests, 9 Teach-
ers, &5 Deacons, and 254 members; total
813. DBranch officers 28, district confer-
ences 7, general conferences 2, total offi-
cers 45; 13 baptized, total numerwal gain,
28. Removal by Certificate 28, died»7,
diefellowshiped 1, total numerical loss 373

2 ordained, oﬂiclal gain' 5, official logs 8
conﬁrmations 13, marriages -2, children
blessed 14, John H. Lake, President of
Distriet.”” .

The Kewanee Ilhncm;) sttrwt re-
ported by letter :—

¢ Nine Dranches, viz: Millersburg, Ke-
wanee, Dryant, Buffalo Prairie, Illinois;.
Butternut Grove, and Davenport, lowa;
Henderson Grove, Pringeville, and Vie-
toria, Illinols.  Officials, 2 High Prmste,
1 Seventy, 42 Elders, 13 Priests, 9 Teach~
ers, 7 Deacons, and 295 members; total
368. Baptized 17, received by votel by
Certificate 9, 0therw1se 2, total 29. - De-
cxjease by Certificate 6, excommunicated

2, died 2, loss otherwise 25, total decrease
33 conﬁrmamons 17, ma,rna.geql children
blessed 12. - Number last report ‘374, in-
erease 20, aggregate 403,  Decrease since
laat report 85. Total numerical strength
368. Duffalo and Jackson, Iowa, have not
since 1871. They then con-
teined 31 wembers. Canton, Illinois, has
not reported since 1870. - Supposed to be
disorganized. Wilton Branch reported in
1872, 14 members. H. C. Bronson, Presi-
dent; E. Stafford, Clerk of District.

On motion of Elder J. Ells,—

"Resolved, That a committee of five be’
selected to examine the business’ to be
brought before conference.

Pending the consideration of this
resolution Conference ‘adjourned, untﬂ
2 p.M. : ‘
Benediction ‘by the President.

AFT ERNODN SESSION.

2 p.M~—~Opened by smrrmg 162&'
hymn Prayer by Elder A W1l-
e . :
The resolutlon pendmg ab the f’ore-~
noon adjournment was taken wup; s,u(i

{after being discussed, was lost.

REPORT OF DISTRICTS, CONTINUED.

The Pittsfield DlStI‘lCt report, by El-
der C. Mills, by letter, was objected to
by Elder 1. Sheen on the ground that
there was nothing in the report show-
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ing that it had been officially made.

On motion of HElders John H. Lake
and 8. H. Gurley, the report was re-
ceived. ' ,

The report of the South-Eastern T1li-
nois District was read, as made by El-
der G. H. Hilllard, in person, from
conference minutes of 1873, as follows:

“Bix Branches. Five Branches report
a membership of 125, including 23 officials.
One Branch not reported. G. H. Hilliard,
President of District,” )

The report was objected to by Elder
T. P. Green on various grounds. -

On motion, it was .

Resolved, That a commitiee of three be
appointed to examine the nature of the ob-
jections to said report, )

Amended, on motion of Elder Isaac
Sheen,— ' '

That said commitiee consist of three
High Priests.

The resolution so amended was
passed.

The President appointed Elders Ed-
win Cadwell, E. Robinson, and George
- Blakeslee, as said committee.

REPORTS OF PRESIDENTS OF DISTRICTS,
IN PERSON.

Elder George H. Hilliard reported
the South-Kastern Illinois District not
in as good spiritual condition as he
could wish; yet that there was a fair
prospect for a better state of things to
be brought about in the District. That
the work bid fair to stand upon higher

ground. - This was corroborated by,

» Elder T. P. Green. -

Elder H. (. Bronson, of Kewanee
Distriet, reported an increase of one
branch in the district. Some difficul-
ties existed, but prospects bid fair fora
settlement. The territory was too large
for the few laborers there.

Elder John H. Loake reported the
String Prairie and Nauvoo District.
He had been blessed in laboring in the
district. Calls for preaching were very
numerous. If circumstances would per-
mit he could preach every day in the
week. Members of the district are not
as lively as he could wish, a lethargy

seems to rest upon some. IHe desiréd
to do all he could in the ministry, as he
had done in years previous. Did not
know but he had really done more some
times than was required under his cir-
cumstances. . :
"Elder H. A. Stebbins reported the
Northern Illinois District. There were
good opportunities for preaching in the
district. e had been assisted in the
district by Br. C. Williams, and various
brethren who attended the Two Days’
Mestings. There is a probability of or-
ganizing a branch at Savannah, on the
Mississippi river. If continued in the
district he will still do all he can.
Elder Jokn Gilbert, by request of the
President of the District, reported the
condition of the work in the Massachu-
setts District. It extends over three
Btates, contains siz Branches, viz.: the
Fall River, Boston, Providence, Rhode
Island, Dennisport and West Brewster.
If there was some one to trave] and keep
up the interest in the district, much
more good might be dome. Drunken-
ness and fishing on the Sabbath have
been the besetting sins of some of the
brethren. Many good, live saints are
in the distriet. The President of the
District desires some one sent from this
Conferenee to labor in the distriot. -

MISSIONS, REPORTED IN PERSON.

Elder Josiah Ells reported his labors
in Utah. He volunteered to assist in
the mission. Bro. D. H. Smith and
A, D.Boren had been appointed before
him. When he arrived in Utah he
found that the work performed by Eld-
ers Bldir and Brand had suffered some-
what; because of the scattered condi-
tion of the members, and the want of
an efficient laborer with them. Their
unity of action and strength were
somewhat impaired, as they were orga-
nized into three hranches, and he found
it necessary to dissolve the organiza-
tion and unite them all into-one branch,
There were no houses to hold meetings .
in, except those offered by outsiders.
After the brethren began to wake up
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to their duties, they rented the Insti-
tute for the purpose of holding meet-
ings. They propoged building a Meet-
ing-house, but little had been done
towards it as yet. Assistanee was
proffered them by several merchants
when the work should begin. There
are many there who would like to be
out of pelygamy if they could get out.
Many are dissatisfied and believe that
there will be a break up there, at no
very distant day. He did not accom-
plish any very great results, and did
not expect to when he went there.
He did not baptize many, yet some are
ready to be baptized now. Many will
yet accept the truth there, and many
become sceptics. There are a great
many good and honest people in that
country.

Elder D. H. Smith reported his
mission to Utah. e corroborated the
report of Br. Ells. He baptized thir-
teen while there. Some professed great
love for the sons of Joseph, but wished
them to adopt their peculiar platform.
He had met with much kindness while
there, and a good deal of trial.

By request, Br. George Adams re-
ported the condition of affairs in Cali-
fornia. The general feeling of the
world was indifferent so far as religion
was concerned. The population was
made up principally of an adventurous
and speculating class. They think as
well of us as of any class of worshipers.
The brethren are doing the best they
can.

Elder I P. Young, by request, also
spoke of the work in California, con-
firming Bro. Adams’ statement, and
adding that there were many good
gaints in that country; and that they
wish some one sent from this Confer-
ence to labor there.

Elder E. C. Briggs reported the
Michigan and Canada Mission. In
Michigan there are 7 branches, 172
members, 13 Elders, 2 Priests, 2 Teach-
ers and 1 High Priest. The people in

thig district are earnestly inquiring the
-~ way of life. As many as fifty or sixty

who have not united with the church
have expressed themselves in faith
with us. The honorable men of the
world who belong to no church, have
been the first and principal ones to aid
us in our mission. People of other
persuasions have called upon their
ministers to stand by that which they
had formerly taught them, or they
would be necessitated to renounce their
faith. Houses are offered to preuch in,
and lodgings tendered for stopping.
The Baints are alive in the work.
Might have baptized many more, but
believe it wisest to see that people are
thoroughly indoctrinated in the faith
ere they are baptized. Some of the
ablest ministers we have had have been
Priests; and he believed a Priest, by
virtue of his calling, can be just as able
and efficient a minister as any in the
church, and present the gospel with as
much power and telling effect as either
Apostle, Prophet or Elder. -

In February, he attended:-a confer-
ence in Canada; and while there visit-
ed six branches. There are many
good live members there. Some diff-
culties have occurred, and darkness has
obtgined, and there needs an able and
live ministry engaged there, or we will
lose much prestige.

Elder W. H. Kelley reported. He
received a mission from the Annual’
Conference of 1870 to labor in Minne-
sota, Michigan and Indiana. He visit-
ed Minnesota in May, of 1870, and
preached in that State until December.
There 18 a fine field of labor there, and
a number of good Saints. They have
written and desire an elder sent from
this Conference to visit them, and they
ought to have one. In 1871 he was
engaged principally in Southern Indi-
ana. There is quite an interest to hear
manifest in many places, in that sec-
tion of country, and many praiseworthy
Saints. The greater part of 1872 and
until the present of 1873, he spent in
Canada and Michigan, in conjunction
with Br. E. C. Briggs. There is a




)

GENERAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE MINUTHES, 1873.

good people there, and he enjoyed his
mission, , C .

Blder Thomas W. Smith, as Presi-
dent of the Southern Mission, reported :
~w:—I left Plano, for the South, about
%he 1st of December, 1870.  Stopped
:in Southern Indiana il Hebruary 1st,
1871, preached a number of times and
‘baptized 7 persons; ordained 1 Elder.
Reached Evening Star Braneh, Alaba-
ma, on Feb. 4th, 1871, Have preach-
-ed in 2 number of places in Alabama
and Florida, and baptized 83, organized
3 Branches, ordained 3 Elders, 2 Priests,
-3 Teachers and 1 Deacon. Lefs; for
Texas, January 8th, 1873, - Baptized 9
at Bandera, Bandera Co., Texas, or-
dained 1 Hlder, 1 Teacher, 1. Deacon;
and organized a branch of 22 members.
Many of these members had been fol-
lowers of Lyman. Wight; but were
‘baptized - in 1885, by Elder. Hugh
Liytle. . I left:Texas on- the. 3rd of
March; reached ' Columbus Branch,
Kansas, on the 6th of March; preach-
ed there and at Cow Creek Branch,
and at Galesburg, Mo.  Baptized four
at Galesburg. - Arrived at Plano, on the
.2nd of April, after an absence of two
years and five months.  Have preached
in all, sinee. I left Plano, in. 1870,
about B0O0 discourses,. baptized 1083,

organized 4 branches, ordained 5 El-|.

ders, 2 Priests, 4 Teachery, and 2

Descons. - Have been greatly blessed of

the Bpirit: . Received some persecution,
and passed through some deep afllie-
tions; but the Tord gave grace to en-
endure. - T expect such things in-all
places. - My time- and  weak. abilities

and unprefitable life are the Lordls. T},
am willing .to labor- when. and where
~the Lord by his Spirit .may direct.. I
hope for a continumation :of the lovey,

and. confidence. of  my. brethren, espe-

. eially those. under whose direction 1|

have labored. .- . - . ‘

+ - Elder /., C&:'CZapjb' repor{ed.:wﬂe'
was. appointed at. the . Semi-Annual}
Conference, to visit Leon and Decatur

City, Iowh; and Kentueky. . Visited
the two former places, and did some

good. ... In Detober, he started for, Ken-
tucky, by way of 3t Louis.. In Ken-
tucky, someiof the peeple received him;
some did not. .He had préached seventy-

nine times,. distributed five hundred

tracts; and held one;discussion, lasting

four days... After the discussion, the

Campbellifes closed their church against
him; but the people opened their hous-
es. Several -had tendered:aid to build
& meeting:howse therg:  He promised
to. return. . Great good will evidently

be done there. . ,

- Elder John, EE(msm ']?Ep(}hli‘(‘}ed. e

iad preached some fifty or .sixbty times

during the winter,in Wisconsin. - et
some-opposition ab.fivst.  Held a dis-
cussion with sn. Adventist, lasting four

nights. . Good to the cause was effected

by it. .

- Elder . Stamm reported. . He re.
ceived a mission, from :last fall Confer-
ence... Had preached .in. Des Moines;
and twelve miles from.there he had

_preached. five times to large congrega-

tions.- Visited Newton and Pella.
Preached. in the house of {iiends in the
latter place, and thinks some will unite
with, the church. ~ Was .very -much
blessed in ‘preaching three discourges
near Pellg. . Had preached in Duteh
and English eighty sermons.. ..
_On._ motion, Elder Alexzander H.
Smith: was requested to . address the
conference.in the evening. .
. Benediction by the President.
o EVENING SESSION. o
7 p.y.—Preaching by Hider A, H.
Binith, wpon the Evidences manifest of
‘God’s Power and Love. =~ - . -
Benediction by: Elder Henry - A.
Stebbing:: e ol o T

CTURESDAY,  APRIL 8rm.

. MORNING SESSION.
MISSION REPORTS, RESUMED,
Elder. €. G.. Lanphear,. reported
labor in Tndiana, and . oceasionally in
his ;branchk: Remained at Fox River
until the.20th. of Juneé.. . From. that
time: he had labsred in Indiana. til

i
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September; and thinks- that good will) -
result. Baptized but two while there;
but believes that there are others who
will.be brought into. the work. . Con-
siderable prejudice:exists: among the
people, but withal 4 desire’ t6 know the
truth. ' Flo Had Started: £+ Towa, but
while on the way, cold weather set in,
and he deemed it pradent not to pro-
ceed. Found his health failing, but
would do all thét eircumstances would
permit for the good -of the work.

Elder E. . Briggs made a brief ex-
planation: of . some remarks made b;
him yesterday.

The minuates of yeaterday 3 session.

were read by Secretary

Correction was made in Utah Migsion
report, by Brn. Blair and -Ells; and
the minutes were approved‘with “the
corrections.

' MISSIONS, CONTINUDD.

Blder F. Zf«zgmofc?s? reported pfeac}l
ing in some new places, He did not
suceeed as well in some places as
desired, on seeount of revival meetings
among the sects. Had visited Bona-
parte, White Oak, Mt Sterling and
Pulaski, in Towa. The preparing of &
placs of worship, both for the opening
of the gospel and assembling the Saints,
had oceupied much of his time for
some time past. Ho had the assurance
that his labors in that vegion of country
will be rewarded. Recently his feel-
ings were changing in regard to his
lccahty of labor. He desired to do the
greatest possible amount of good.

CO\iMI’lTEE REPORTS.

The committee appointed to examine
the nature of the objections against re-
ceiving the report of the South-Eastern
Illinois District, reported as followas:

“We recommend that a commiitee be
appainted to go into that District, and
make a full investigation of the difficultios
existing between Br. T. P, Green and oth-
er members of the ¢hurch.

- #And your committee ask to be re-
leaged. All of which is respectfully sub-
mltted Epwry CADWELL,

G A, BraxEsLER,
E. Romwo‘z.”

} C’omf B

* On motion of Tldet John H. Lake,
the report was received, and the com-
rittee diseharged. PR

_ ¢ Binghamten; Outagamie Co., Wia.,
- eApril 2, 1‘0’73. .

“ Brother Jo&'ph —Tho work of the Lord
ig.till moving slowly onward heve.” Iour
more wers added 6 the clmreh Ly bap.
tism here. - Two of them ecame gometw em};
miles to be bapt;zau

“The hrethren JPxe WsuH 1k
cluded in some mammt, so ihat we could
veport curselves in proper form.. - Qur
Heanch Lere numbers over. fifty members,
and is known by the usme of Wolf River
Branech, of ths f"humh of Josus (’nrmt of
Latter Day Haints, Gilbert Watden s
Prosident, and Peter Harris, clerk. '

“The names of the members of this
branch have naver been duly repor ted to
the (eneral Church Reemwr for the
reason that we have not the proper blanka.
Beatistienl blanks, se we understand them,
were for branches to report to districts,
and being in no distriet we anmd not re-
port to any.

“We want to be recsgmized as pzuu of
the body, and would liKe to know what
we must do to be 3o recognized, T ours in
Christ, GinznRT WATSON.”

Br. C. F. Burrows, wrote from Crys-
tal Lake, Minnssotasr— -

¢ That they desired an elder sent from
this Confevence into- that State, 88 it had
been some time sines an sctive elf}.er, in
the work, kad been there

“1f Lr W, H. Kell ey, would come
from the Confersnce, they would pay his
fare; and if he could dot come, they would
do the same by any other good elder,”

Br. J. T. Shislds, of Wisconsin,
wrots cencerning the aituation of the

ke to bmn»

. | Baints there, as follows:—

¢ Br. Spaulding eame up hers and bap-
tized eighteon, and they prospered well for
a while, until our leaders proved false.

“We are in a bad situation. They tried
to lead us off on Advent doetyine. I
thought it best to write to you and perhaps
you could send us o man thai could right
up our church.”

Report of Blder M. H. Forscutt, on
Tune Book, was read:—

“Premdent and Brethren in Conference
asgembled : — Being on ‘s mission, I have
not been able to 'do but little towards the
work you sssigned me sg one of your Com-
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mittee on Musie, but trusting that some of
the other members may have made a re-

port, I herewith submit report of Tunes by
me selected. i

) “Long Metre.—Hebron, Uxbridge, Hurs.
Aoy, Zephyr, Fordingbridge, Abbottsford,
*QOwestry, Magdelen, Evening Hymn, Stone-
#feld, Duke Street, Kest, Rockingham,
~Lmton, Widdop, Wareham, Peters, Broad-
way, Old Hundred, Denmark, Compassion,
fizecution, Ambrose, Portugal, Creation,
Darwen, Windham, Justification, Winches-
ter, Resignation, (for hymn 145, :
“Common  Metre, — Arabia, Bedford,
~Cumberland, Hensbury, Elizabethtown,
Prestwich, Winchester Old, Immanuel,
Fulton, Wainwright (D.), Carr’s Lane,
‘Warwick, Nativity, Arlington, Miles Lane,
~Stephens, Irish, Asaph, Royal Palace,
. Mark, Fulhert, Maithers {D.), Manckester,
i.f%evei&tion, Dundee, Coronation, Hayden,
Wew York, Belmont, Harmonia, Columbis,
Houthwell, Voyage.
¢ Short Metre,—8hirland, Sarah, Faleon
Street, Sutten, Cranbrook, Reuben, Bph-
raim, Picton, Whitefield, Lonsdale, Affec-
tion, Westminister, Harrison, Harborough,
Petham (D) . i :
¢ gg,—Wish, 6s D. Sympathy.
¢ 6s & 43.—America, Bethany.
«P, M.~—(No, 891) Indian Air, Para-
dise. ‘
“63 & bs.—TFallowfield, Mountain Glory.
268 & 8s.—Departure,
4 6s & 2-8s.—Burnham, Ascension,
Darwell. .
. “7s.--Adron, Pascal, Helens, Triumph.
- ¥ §-Ts.—Austin, Privilege.
¢7s D.—Spanish Chant, Martyn,
“7s & Bs.—Barden, .
“78 & 68 D.—Webb, Missionary, Ewing.
¢« 6-8s.—Eaton, Sovereignity, Plymouth
ock. '
8, 6, 8, 8, 6s.—Peace.
44883 & Gs.~—Leeds, Satisfaction,
¢ Anthem.—(Hymn 888) Pope’s Ode.
_“P. M.—(Hymns 1099 and 960) Mir-
riam.
¢ Hymn
4

1094, Memory
1117, Israel.
1072, Come Away.
1068, By and by.
. 1016, Home again,
‘981, Resurrection. :
963, Gather at the River.
951, This is my Rest.
- 946, Iarael is Free,
942,-March to Zion. .
. 908, Fondly thine own.
895, Know each other.
866, Gone to the grave,
854, When I am gone,

“Hymn 848, 839, A home in heaven.
¢ 843, 840, Joyfully. B

“Not being able to attend to this.mat-
ter properly while on my mission, if the
other members of the Committee are wait-
ing on my selection and assistance, it
would be better to releage me; butif I am
still sustained, I 'will do what 1 can to for-
ward the good work.” -

On motion of Elder T. W. Smith
and H. C. Bronson, the report was re-
ceived and the committee continued.

A letter was received from Sr. Tsa-
bella Butterworth, written at Dowville,
Crawford Co., Towsa, asking the prayers
of the Saints in behalf of her afflicted
mother. . o

A request, with reference to Elders’
Quorums in -England, was presented,
which reads as follows:— . ’
“"TThe brethren in England feel that they
ave left out in the cold with respect to
quorum organization, and have inquired,
whether or not, they could either be united-
with & quorum in America, or have a quo-
rum organization here. I name their wish,
and if you choose to grant it, T submit s
preamble and resolution for your consider-
ation. Marx H. Fomscurr.”

‘«“Wuenras, the Xlders of the European
Mission are entitled to equal privileges
with the Elders in Americs, be it, and it is
hereby .

“Resolved, That an Elders’ Quorum to
be known as the Fourth Elders’ Quorum
of the Reorganized Chureh of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints, be organized in the
European Mission, under the direction of
the Presidency of that mission, of such
Elders as may be recommended by the Dis-
trict Conferences to be enrolled as mem-
bers thereof. Be if also

“Resolved, That when such querum shali
meet for organization, and the officers
ghall have been elected, the President of
the Buropean Mission, with the aid of such
ordained quorum officers as may be con-
venient, shall ordain the members who

1may be elected to the offices of President .

and Counselox of said fourth quorum tfo
the Presidency and. Coungelorship there-
of.”

A letter asking that Alexander H.

1Smith be sent on 2 mission to Califor-

nia, was deferred until the subject of
the Utah “Mission should be taken up

for congideration.
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A letter from Daniel B. Rasey was
referred to Quorum.

A letter concerning Union Pacific
Railroad was presented.

Requests of Canada Saints respecting
the races and Bishop for Canada, were
presented.

A resolution respecting a Publishing
House being established in England,

. was placed on file with the miscel-
laneous business.

Resolutions presented by Elder I.
Sheen, was filed with the miscellaneous
business.

On motion of Elders T. W. Smith
and J. H. Lake, the President was
authorized to make sppointments for
the preaching meetings during the ses-
sion.

The report of the Committee in | the.
matter of petition in the case of the
Princeville Baints against John Shippy
‘was presented and read.

State of Illinois, 1
Kendall County. { ™
In Eeclesiastical Court before:
Committee
Joseph Smith, Pres. of Church.
Tsrael L. Rogers, Bishop of Church.
Blijah Banta, Pres. Hlders’ Quorum.

CuvRreH oF JEsSUS CHRISE
VET{US
Jomn Surrpy,

In = matter of petiton, from H. C.
Bronson, and others, dated April 6th,
1872, referred to committee, by April
Conference of 1872, in session at St.
Louis, Mo.

We, Joseph Smith, of the First
Presidency ; Israel L. Rogers, Bishop;
and Klijah Banta, President of the
First Quorum of Elders, of the Re-
organized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, having been ap-
pointed by the Aprll Conference of
the Church, held at St. Louis, Mo.,
April 6th to 13th, 1872, a8 a com-
miittee to which was referred a petition
from H. €. Bronmson, and others,
Princeville and Vietoria, IIl. Branches
of said church, requesting reconsider-

ation of the matters connected with
the cutting off, and subsequent read-
mission of one John Shippy by baptism,
administered by direction of a District
Conference, held in the Kent and Elgin,
Canada Distriot, on October 2nd, 1869,
which "baptism was enguired into at
the April Conference of 1870; upon
which inquiry certain restitution was
required of said Shippy, his action aga
minister being suspended until such
restitution was made or attempted to
be made by him; do find :—

That about May 15th, 1870, certain
letters were written by said Shippy to
the parties signing such referred Peti-
tion, attempting to make restitution, as
required by said Conference of 1870;
and that said Shippy, thereupon sup-
posing that such attempt to make such
restitation was, or should have been
accepted as satisfactory, considered

I himself free to act as a minister; and

did so act; that at the April Confex-
ence of 1871, the Quorum of Elders
found said John Shippy guilty of a
contempt of Conference, by so acting
a8 o minister, and the Conference, upon
such report being made to it, silenced
said John Shippy until a General Con-
forence should determine other-wise;
that at the Semi-Annual Conference, .
held at Council Bluffs, Iowa, September
20th to’ 24th, 1871, the matter of
sileneing said John Shippy being again
considered ; and it appearing that said
John Shippy had apologized for said
contempt, and had alse respected the
act of Conference silencing him; and
that the brethren of the church where
said John Shippy resides, certified to
his late good conduct; whereupon, the
license of aid John Shlppy was restor-
ed to him. Against this action said
H. C. Bronson, and others, petitioners,
protest, asking that theybe permitted
to be the judges whether or not said
John Shippy has made suﬁclent resti-
tution.

Now, therefore, we your Gomnuttee,
beg leave, and do report the following:

fst. That the acts of the Canada

£
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Gonfelenee by vhich said John Shlpp
was baptized and ordained an elder in
the church s subsequent to his expulsion
therefyom, were unwise; but that being
legal acts, they (;all"l(} .safely be set
aside by the church in general as-
sembly. ;

‘?nd That, said John Sh;ppy, B
pursuance of the agt of the April Oon-
ferenee of 1870, did- ‘lttempt to make
restibution, and did write certain letters
6o the p‘ut*ea aggrieved, and who have
sigred the pefition referred to your
C‘om;:m!;ee be having previously made
‘pubhc:mﬂwﬁszm bv letier, to-wit;le
August 26th, 1QGJ Herald, Snpbembel
1860 ; that eaid lctu::q from . said John
Shlp@v tosaid gmtlm aggrieved, though |
not sufficiently exmmt a8 to i,me
place and chavactor of cﬁcnce in con-
fesaion ;. were evidently an attempt in
good faith to confess wrong doing and
ask forgiveness, L

3rd. That your Committee are of
the memﬁ, that the church can not
in strict justice, make demands for
farther restitution from said John
Shippy; and that the chureh con not
demand that your said petitioners shall
accept gaid letters as fully satisfactory,
and fuliy forgive said John Shippy;
but thai in merey, and by reason of
the uncerfain . propriety of making
further demeznds, they may accord to

hir & general amnesty durmg his good |

behavmr. L

4th, That it is the- opmlon of your
Committee, that there i3 no course of
action now open to the chureh, whieh
will give entive. satisfaction to all the
parties {0, and acquainted with the
tmnsaetien} in Canada and Illinois.
‘We, therofors, recomménd that the
C‘onferﬁnee request _your petitioners,
H. C. Bronson, and others, to accept
the reconsiliation offered by said John!
Shippy; not as an act of right demand.
ed by the church, but in clemency to
he individual.

Hth.  That, whereas, there is now
and has bem since 1868, a charge of
eriminal conduct pen&ing hefore the

S

Divil Court of the. Gounty of Peoria,
State of Illinois, sgainst. said. John
Bhippy, which precludes the posslbllxty
of his visiting the Northern Illinois,
and Kewance, sttmets of the church,
with safety from arrest to himself, and
- jeonsequent distress and annoyance to
n[the church in said districts; it is the
opinion of. your Committee . that it
would, be a wise and prudent act in
said John Shippy to refrain. from. all
public ministerial labor until such time
a8 said suit is dismissed, or he discharg-
ed therefrom; and that he be request-

ed to take early steps. to secure such
digmissal of said suit.

6th, That we recommend that this

ehort and the action of Conference

thereon be considered final in the mat~
ters set forth therein. . .

. And fuxther your Gommittee do not
&e%rt . e

JOSBPE[ Swn'mr

Pres., of C’Imrch

Isramt ‘L ROGERS, '

' Bishop of Clairch.

- B BAxva, Pres., First .
Quorum of Elders

niavch 31st, 1873, -

On motion of Elders B. (. Briggs
and J. H. Lake the report was received
and committee discharged. -

Adjourned until 2 p.y.

Benediction by the‘Preqident

AFi‘FRI\'OO\ SVSbION

Opened by singing hymn 719 ; pray-
er by Klder B. Davis.

The Committee Report in the matter
of Petition of the Princeville and Vie-
toria Samts agamst J. Shlppy was ta-
ken up. 0
On motaon of Elders: W W. Blair
and B. T Durfes, ‘ :

Reaolved, that this Conference approve
and adopt the report of committee in the
cose of the Princeville and Vietoria Saints
vorsus J. Shlppy, as submitted to this Con-
ference.

Quite a d:scussmn f’oHowed in which
Elders J. W. Briges, J. Ells and H.
(Garner spoke in favor of adopting re-
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port; and Elders H. C. Bronson, W.
W. Bldir, I. Sheen and F Reynolds
against adaptlon. .

Elder E. C. Briggs was called to the
chair, as Pres. Smith was also chairman
of eommittee.

On motion of Eldﬂrs F. Reynolds a,nd
T. Sheen, an amendment was offered,
demanding of Br. J. Shippy his license
until all law governing the case, State
" or Chureh, be complied with.

The motion was then put and . car-
ried.

An amendment was offered by Elder
J. Bmith, that the amendment be added
as a snpplement to committes report.

On motion of Elder R, Warnock s
vote was taken on the amendment.
Approved. The Report, 53 amended,
was then adopted..

The report of (‘ommlttee appomted
to examine the objections against re-
ceiving the South-Eastern linois Dis-
trict Report was taken up.

On motion of Elders 1 Warnoek and
E. Banta, the recommendations of the
comniittee were adopted, and the Pres-
ident empowered to appoint, said com-
mittee.

A petition from the St oseph ‘Mo. o
Branch was read. >

Moved by Elders J. W. Brlggs and
W. W. Blair that said. petltlﬂ‘l be en-
tertained,  Carried..

Fhitit A.-‘-“PBT}IIE)N.

«§t. Joseph, Me., Feb. 18, 1873,
“We, the members of the St Joseph
_ Braneh, do petiten. that the 8t, Joseph|:
Branch sza it now. bmnds he released from
the North-West \hssourx ‘Diatriet, for the
following ressons, td-wit 1-First, because
we are go far removea from ihe Branch in
in pur Distriet, that we have to go from
twenty-nine to one hundred miles, being at
the extreme north-west ¢orner of the dis-
“ triet, and at the same time all the branches
of the North Kansas Distriet are within-an
average of fifieen to thirty miles.

and voted unanimously, with '3 request
that we do hereby request Br. W.W. Elair
to assist us in making this charge,
o . “ALBERT Bisnop, President.
. “W.L. AxpERsoN, (lerk,
“«J. ¢ Molxeyrs, Priest.”

This |-
pehtmn wag ‘presented before the Branch|.

- Exlibit B,
“Cameron, Me., March 1, 1873,
«Mr. C. A, Bighop, Dear Brother,— A
Conference 1 received the Beport of the St.
Joseph Branch, and algo your Report, and
the Petition. Your report and the Branch
was accepted, but the Petition of'the Branch
wag rejected, on the grounds that you did
not agk for territory, and it would not look
well for a branch to be set over the river,
and at the same time be gifuated in another
Digirict, and the Conference concluded if
you did not wish to live in the District you
could move out. (Signed),
‘ “A. J. Brovemrr.”

“This ia to certify that the foregoing is
a verbatim copy of a letter from Br, A, J.
Blodgett te G. A, Bishop,
: “D, H. Bays.”

“PETITION.
“8t, Joseph, Mo., March 4, 1878,
“We, the members of the Bt Joseph
Branch, would respectfully represent thab
the Potition to' the North-West Missouri
District, marked ‘Exhibit A.” was not gran-
ted by said District, ‘On the grounds that
we did not agk for territory.’ (See letter,
marked ‘Exhibit B’} We, therefore do
petition the General Annual Conference of
the C,of J. O, of L. D. 8., to be held at
Plano, Kendall Co., Illinois, April 6th, 1873,
to not only grant our Petition, as set forth’
in ‘Exhibit A’ but that the <territory” of
Buchanan County, Mo., may be annexed to
the North Kansas District, for the reasons
gat forth in our petition to the North-West
Misgouri District. As your petitioners
will ever pray.’
[Bigned by the President, Secretary,
and thirty-two members.]

#8t. Joseph, Mo.—We the undersigned
members of the 8t. Joseph Brench, not be=-
ing present when the Petition for an Ap-
peal to the Annual’ Conferenes, t0 be held
at Plano, I11., April 8th, 1873, to be releas-
ed from the North-West Miggouri Distries,
and attached to the North Kanses District
wag presented; do hereby nsk to be releas-
ed from said distriet and attached to the
Kansas District.”

[Bigned by elght members.]

«“The appeal was voted for by the branch,
and the vote was unanimous.

“ALBERT BIsHOP,
President of Branch.”

“Whereas, the St. Joseph Branch re-
gpectfully petitioned the North-West Mis-
sourt District Conference, held at Far West,
Wo., February 22d, 234, 1873, to give .the
said St. Joseph Branch the privilege of
uniting with the North Kansss Digtrict,
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and whereas, the said Conference refused
%0 grant the petition of the aforesaid
Branch; therefore, Resolved, that the St.

Joseph Branch does hereby appeal from

the action of said District Conference to the
{eneral Annual Conference, io be held at

~Flane, I, April 6th, 1873.

cArneprt Bisnop, President.
W, L. Axpersow, Clerk.
«J, . Melnzyre, Priest.”

Moved by Elders E. Robinson and J.
. Briggs that the petition be frrantod

A substitute was then oj‘fered by B
ders B, Warnock and ¥. Reynolds,

That the Petition of the 8t. Joseph Branch
be granted, and that Buchanan County be
detached from the North-West Missouri
Distriet and attached to the \Torth Kansas
Digtriet.

Some diseussion followed, in which
Hlders W. W, Blair and Albsrt Bishop
ﬂpoke in favor, and Elders E. Banta
and C. Deebs against. Motion pre-
vailed.

Moved by Blder H. A. Stebbins that

applications for membership be now
entertained. Carried.
. The name of John Camp was pre-
seuted, and on motion of Klders ¢l A.
Beebe and G H. Hilllard he was re-
ceived into fellowship on his original
baptism, as a member of the church.

On motion of Elders W. W. Blair
and H. A. Stebbins, Sister Sophronia
MeClary was received on her original
baptism, 28 a member of the chureh.

On motion of Elders John H. Lake
and H. A, Stebbmé Arthur Millikin
was received on hls original baptism
into the church.

On motion of John H. Lake and B.
¥. Durfee, Sr. Lucy Millikin was re-
eeived on her original baptism 28 8
member of the church.

On motion of J. C. Clapp and E.
Banta, Br. John Camp was acoepted as
a Deacon in the Church, on his orwm-
al ordination.

The President then appointed Eiders
R.Davig and Joseph 8. Snively to take
charge of the evening wreeting.

»‘:aomé excellent 1emarks were made
by the President, but were not taken
down.

Adjourned until 7 p.m.
Benediction by Elder J. V\ Brla‘gs
EVENING SESSION.

Met at 7 ».M. Meeting opened by
the singing of the 126th hymn, and
the offering of prayer by F]der T.P.
Green.

Bro. Davis, from Canada, then ad-
dressed the congregation on the prinei-
ples of the gogpel.

Adjourned until 9 4.%r., April 9th.

Benediction by Elder J g. Smwly,
of Canada ‘

=

WLDNFSDAY APRIL QTH
MORNING SESSION.

Opened by singing 136th hymn.
Prayer by Elder o osiah Blls,

It being neeessary that the President
should be absent, he requested Hlder
J. W. Brigas to take the chair.

Hider J.W. Briggs arose and said that
he would make o brief report of the con-
dition of the Quorum of the Twelve;
that they, as a quorum, had said but lit-
tle, and had dons but little, in compari-
son to to what devolved upon them by
law; that they had been reduced to less
than a majority by the death of some,
and the neglect of others, but that at
the last meeting of the Quornm in
1868, they abtempted to fill the vacancy
oecasioned by the death of Br. James
Blakeslee, but that the attempt was ar-
rested by act of the conference, This
we scquiesced in, and do still, as a -
postponement of the same.

The President presented a Revelation
which was read by the qecretary, a8
follows :—

Plano, Illineis, April 6, 1873.
7o the Church in Conference asse’mbl‘ed
greeting :—

In answer to long continued and ear-
nest prayer to God for aid and light
upon the condition of the Quorums of
the Church, on the morning of - the
1st of WIarch 1873, I recelvecl the fol-

lowing:—
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Hearken to the voice of the Spirit,
O, ye Elders of my Chureh; the prayers
of my pecple have prevailed with me.

Behold, it is wisdom in me, and ex-
pedient in my church that the chief
Quorums should be more nearly filled,
and their organization more nearly com-
pleted.. Thus saith the Spirit.

Let my servants William W. Blair,
and David H. Smith, be chosen and
ordained to be Counselors to my servant,
the Presiding Elder of my Church.
Let them be set apart to this office by
the laying on of hands by my servants,
whose duty it is to ordain and set
in order the officers of my chureh;
and let my servants, the President of
the High Priests Quorum and the
President of the ILesser Priesthood,
also lay their hands upon these their
brethren who are to be Counselors, but
let 1y servants of the Twelve be the
spokeamen.

Let my servants William IL Kelley,
Thomas W, Smith, James Caffall, John
H. Lake, Alexander H. Smith, Zenos
H. Gutley, and Joseph R. Lambert, be
chosen as espscial witnesses, even of
the Quorum of the Twelve, for they are
called thereunto, that they may take
this ministry upon them. Let them
be ordained and set apart to this office
by the laying on of the hands of my
servants Joseph Smith, Jason W.
Briggs, and Willlam W. Blair.

Verily, I say unto you, if these my
servants will henceforth magnify their
calling in honor before me, they shall
become men of power and excellent
wisdom in the assemblies of my people.

Let the names of my servants Daniel
B. Rasey and Reuben Newkirk be taken
from the record of the Quorum of the
Twelve and placed with the records of
the names of the Elders, and let them

“labor as Elders, and their labors will be
accepted by me.
- It is my will that my servants Jason
‘W. Briggs, Josiah Ells and Edmund
C. Briggs, remain and stand in their
lot as especial witnesses before me.—
. Let them diligently labor in their min-
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istry, encouraging and directing their
brethren in their labors. It is expe-
dient for the good of my cause that my
servant Jason take the active oversight
of his Quorum.

Let my servants Archibald M. Wil -
sey, William D. Morton, and George
Rarick, be ordained High Priests; and
let my servants XK. C. Brand, Charles
W. Wandell, and Duncan Campbell be
appointed ag special witnesses of the
Seventy in their places; and let my
servants Joseph Lakeman, Glaud Rod-
ger, John T. Davies, and John 8. Pat-
terson be also appointed as witnesses of
the Seventy before me.

Until such éime as the Quorum of
the Twelve shall be filled the decigion
of that Quorum, being a unanimous
decision, shall be accounted final as if
such Quorum were filled, according to
my law as given in the Book of Doc-
trine and Covenants. And until such
time as the Quorum of the Seventy
ghall be filled, their decision, if unani-
mous and agreeing with that of the
Quorum of the Twelve, shall be con-
sidered the same as if the Quorum were
filled. ' :

It is expedient that the Bishop of
my Church shall choose two Counsel-
ors, and that they be ordained to their
office as my law directs; that there
may be henceforth no caviling among
my people. The Bishop of my Church
may also choose and appoint Bishop’s
agents, until it shall be wisdom in me
to ordain other Bishops, in the districts
and large branches of my church.

It iz not expedient in me that there
shall be any stakes appointed until T
ccmmand my people. When it shall
be necessary I will command that they
be established. ILet my command-
ments to gather into the regions round
about, and the counsel of the elders of
my church guide in this matter until it
ghall be otherwise given of me.

Behold, if my servants and my hand-
maidens, of the different organizations
for good among my people shall continue
in rightecusness, they shall be blessed,

N
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even as t}hey ‘bless others Of the house~ Pa.xd Marder; Luse & Co:,on account.........,

hold of faith.

Leét contentions and quarrellings
among you cease. Sustain each other
in peace and ye shall be blessed with
my Spirit, in comforting and strength-
enmg you for my work. -

It'is not expedient that I command
you further at this time; but be ye

diligent, wise and faxthful doing all}

things with an eye single for the o*lory
of your God and the good of H]s peo-
le.
Thus saith the Lord. Amen.
JosppH SwmrTH,
President Of the G]mrch.

Moved by Elder I. Sheen; seconded|

by Elder L. C. Briggs, that the Reve-|
lation be accepted. Carried. =~
Daring the discussion of the motion,

the questlon was asked, ¢ What the ef-|

fect of a vote upon the question would
be?”  And it was stated, by the chair,
that an affirmative vote would be to ac-
knowledge the Revelation for what, it
purported to be, a Revelation from God.
Moved by Elder E. Banta; seconded |,
by Elder H. A. Stebbins, that further
action on the Revelation be deferred
until to-morrow morning. (Carried.
.Moved by Elder E. Robinson, that
we proceed to business where we Ieft
off yesterday Carrieds.
~ The minutes of previous day’s session
were then read, and w1t11 slight. corree-
tion, approved : -

REPORTS OF (}I‘FICERS.

'Fmanmal report of H’emld Ofﬁée, e

was read i—
Finaneial . Report

Christ of Latter Day Baints, from Novem-

ber 17th, 1872, to Febru&ry 15th, 1878, to ‘ ‘

the’ Board of Pubhcatmn in sessxon, assem-
bled March 4th; 1878.: !

Cash on hand Nov. 17, 1870, /vt edsameinasnis $51 86

. Total receipts of ;‘caah for all purposes..,...... 2520.26
Total..;.;....%ﬁ?]. 62
" EXPENDITURES.

Paid’ a.ll éngaged In the Office, In full......... $1150 256
¢ On Account:for Printing Paper; &¢..v... . 33201
. Messra Snider & Holmes, in full of ac.. . - 81 82
%" For Binding Books 86 62

of the\ Pubhshmg
House of the Reorganized Church of Jesns| .

40 25

For Rollar COmposition civwwessmisiceaas * © T sb

¢ For Books and Herald Bmders o - 26 89
S Our note in favor of B, U. O, of Enoch ., 500 00
# Interost on the RbOVE N0f0.wmrismsemees . 16 40
* W, H. Curwen, on his deposit .. 10 91
% For Fixtures, in Stors Depm:tment 27 98

For Postage Stamps......osvamrsercsrn

“ 8r.J. Randall, on' L. L, Rogera Acc‘t “
#  For Recording &rtwles of Church As-
sociation 2 00
& Br, D, Dancer, per order I. L. Bogars. 30 00
¢ J. C. Clapp, for expenied toKeutucky, ' .
. and charged to I, L. Bogera it - 2000
HOFOT 00T 1evsverannaciaivheassencucses Sranasesian 6862
¥ RU.Qof Enqch, money sent~to us 3300
Lent Frank Lull 500
% Br. Jarmen, to pay his 3. ZCNSRT 00
Paid Incldentals, including’ 081, "Freight
. Charges, Kixpressage, I)raya.«re, Trav-
: ~oling Expenses, &c.iviis. e . B4 11
Cash on hand Fobruary 15th, 1878. .. L. - 69 86

Totalit....

¢

$4354 73

Atcounts Payable..iceaiven

Due N. Kennedy, Old Account. 2o 118 34

Borrowed MODeT oo siseceironn 2,000 06

I. L. Rogers, European Mission Funds....... 138 39

True Oglesby, Barnits & Co oxn aécbunt”....' 289 60

"% Oox & Henderson.... arevrees L1203
365 00

'% . L, Heoning, for- Rent to hov. 1 1872
Txthmg sent to the Hsm!d Omce crenis

RESOURCES,‘
Aceounts Recetvablo .. ..
Total Footing of InVENtOry. vseriiess .
Poor Fund, Jane ¥Frost for Hymn Book and*
Doctrine and Covenants ... PR
Buropean Mission, for Heralds and ngcs, i
for the Iast eight months.. !
Tract Fund, for tmcta mued. st
‘Vhsswnary Fund
Cash on' hand,}l‘ob 15th 1873,

21 240 20
‘?208 8 -

REMARKS\ . C
Lost prmcipally from repudiation of old acs . .

. count durlng the last nige months. e 503 85
Recolved Donations to Hope Roll of . Honor,‘ 86 66 -
€ 3 195 97

“* Press Fund Sasnvaseen

. motnl.........gz?z 53

Net&ssetsofl’ublishmg Housa Jun.17,°72., 13,079 93
B S K. Feb, 15, 73 14 061, 84

Net Gam ginco Juns 17¢h, 1872w s $981 9L

canr s
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" Moved by Tlder I. Sheen, scconded|
| Elder Greorge Blakeslee be one of said

by Bishop Rogers, that the report be
agcepted.

Report was com‘ected by Elder War-
nock, vote taken, and the motion. was
earrled

The General Church Recorder read
his report, which was as follows:

“Report of the General Chureh Recorder
of the Reorgavized Chureh of J. C. of L.
3. 8., to the Annusl Conference of said
Church appomted to bé held Apml 6th,
1873,
< Brethren and sisters. —The last Annu-
a] Conference, and the last Semi-Annual
Gonference resolved that they would sus-
tain me in my office; but from June 15,
1872 to this time, T have received from’ the
church no temporal or peeuniu,ry suglen-
anee,

«The last Annual bonference also re-
solved that an appropriation of not more
than $15, be authorized .for the purchase
of a new Record for the General Church
Recorder, the asmount to be paid out of

funds tha.t may be in the hands 6f the

Bishop.

‘A new Record ha,s not been presented
to me, therefore as I have not been sus-
tained by tempiral sustenance, nor by the
presents.tmn of a new Record, no record-
ing ‘has been done since June 15th, 1872;
Having labored nearly thirteen years in
the service of the church, part of the time

. without any temporal support, and another
part of the time with a very inadequate
gupport, ] am now without the means of
procuring a livelihood in my old-age, ex-
cept from the litile thet remaing of my sub-
stance, which would soon be exhausted. I
am willing to .resume my labors, if the
Conference shall decide that I shall be sus-
tained therein. - Your brother,

“Is&uxc SHEEN."

Report received.

Israel L. Rogers, Bishop of the
Church, requésted that a committee be

a.ppmnted to audit his books.

Moved by Elders B. ¥. Durfee and|H

A. White that a committee of three be
appointed to audit the Bishop’s books.
Carried.

‘Moved by Elder W. W. Blair that
Eider E. Robinson be one of said com-
mitbee. Carried,

Moved by Elder F. Reynolds that
Elder Wm., Anderson be one of said
committee, Carried.

‘Moved by Elder J. W. Briggs that :

committee. Carried.

Moved by Elder W. W. Blair that a
committee of three be appointed to ex-
amine the (reneral Church Recorder’s
report. Carried.

Moved by Elder W. W. Blair that
Elder H. A. Stebbins be one of said
committe. Oarried .

Moved by Elder R. Warnock that
Elder T. W. Smith be one of said com-
mittee. Carried.

Moved by Elder E. Robinson that
Elder Wi, Hazzledine be one of said
committee. Carried. -

On motion of Elder R. Warnock,

Regolved, that the two Quarterly Reports
of the Bishop, made between the General
(onferences, be considered his Semi-An-
nual Report to said Conference, and that
all resolutions or parts of resolutions con-
flicting with this resolution, be and are
hereby repealed. Carried.

. Br. Wm. Aldrich tendered his resig-
nation as Counselor to the Bishop. His
resignation was accepted.

Bills from Herald Oﬁce were - pre-
sented and read. .
“English Mission in Account wza‘}s Herald

- Offiee.
<To Heralds and post&ge sent to

-England
““Tract Fund:

«To remainder due on Tra,cts
furnished for distribution

s General Mission :

o Heralds sent to Elders in

“ihe field.” } 553‘ 12

- On motion of Tlders J. . Hansen
and F. Reynolds, they were referred to
a’committee 0 be appointed by the
President.

. The. President appmnted Dlders J.

Hansen, James McK1ernan, and
John Grilbert as said committee.

. He also_appointed as committee to
examine difficulties existing in South-
Kastern Illinois District, Elders W. W.
Blair and Wm. Hazzle&me.v :

Motion to adjourn until 2 ». M. pre-
vailed.

Sung the Doxology Benedletlon by
the President.

} $154 86

} 603 30



16

GENERAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE MINUTES, 1873.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Sung the 70th Hymn. Prayer by
Elder W. W. Blair. “

Elder H. A. Stebbins asked to be
released from acting on the committee
to examine the report of the (eneral
Church Recorder. -

On motion of Elders I. L. Rogers
and J. 5. Snively, the request was

~ granted.

On motion of Elder E. Robinson El-
der Edwin Cadwell was appointed in
the place of Elder H. A. Stebbins on
committes.

A letter from Br. H. OImstead of
Minnesota, requesting admittance fnto
the Church was presented and read.

On motion of Elders W. H. Kelley

and W. W. Blair, it was resolved that|

his request be granted

A vpreamble and resolution was then
offered by Elder R. Warnock, as fol-
lows :—

WagREAS, the String Prairie and Nauvoo
District Conference has at its last session,
as published in the Herald, adopted a reso-
lution expressive of their opinion, to the
effect, that none had 2 legal right to vote
on the business before the hody except the
Elders, or Melchisedec Priesthood; and
whereas, the General Conference of 1868,
resolved, and decided affirmatively, “That
all private members, male and female, have
a right to vote upon all questions that may
be brought before the Gemeral Confer-
ence; it is hereby

Resolved, that this Conference considers|

the action of the String Prairie and Nauveo
District Conference, on the suffrage ques~
tien, premature, and disrsspectful to the
entire body, and that said Conference ig
hereby respectfully requested to reconsid-
er and rescind said resolution at their next
Quarterly Conference session.

A lengthy and spirited discussion
ensued, not exactly upon the merits of
the question, but more directly as to
the right of members to vote in Con-
ference.

7 The following named brethren spoke
to the question: Klders R. Warnock,
L Sheen, H. A. Stebbins, Joseph s
Snively, E. Robinson and C. G Lan-
phear in the affirmative; and Elders A.

H. Smith, W. W. Blair, Wm. Ander-!

son, D, H. Smith, J, C. Clapp, A. M.

Wilsey, J. Hunter, J. R. Lambert, T.
W. Smith, E. C. Briggs, A. White ‘and
and T. P. "Green in the negative.

Moved by Elder E. C. Briggs, sec-
onded by Elder J. W. Mather, that
Elder Robt. Warnoek be permitted to
speak asecond time, and that his speech
close the discussion. - Carried.

Br. Warnock spoke to the question,
after which it was put to vote, resulting
in the affirmation of the resolution, by
a vote of forty-seven to twenty-three.

A motion to adjourn until 7 .M. was
amended, that we adjourn until seven’
o’clock, and that we have a fellowship
meeting. Carried. : :
Singing and Benediction.

EVENING SESSION.

The saints met in a fellowship meet-
ing, presided over by Elder Wm. Haz-
zledine, of St. Louis, in which many of
the older brethren bore strong testimo-
ny to the coming forth of the “Work and
its ultimate trimmph, as revealed by
visions, dreams and otherwise; and the
younger ones expressed their détermin.
ation to do all in their power to help‘
in the Redeemer's cause.

On motion, ad;ourned until 9 AM.
t0-morrow.

Closed by Benediction.

THUBSDA‘Y, APRIL 10rH.
MORNING SESSION.

Sung hymn 613. Prayer by Blder
J. W. Briggs.

Yesterday's minutes were read cox-
rected and approved.

Moved by Elders J. Ells and E. C.
Briggs:

¢That this Conference accept the Reve-
lation of March lst, 1873, presented and
read -on yesterday, and that we do now
proceed to act upon the same.”

The question arising to the effect
that the Revelation had been accepted,
by the body, the day previous, and
that this would- be a repetition; an
amendment was offered by Elders R.
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Warnock, W. TI. Hart and 1. Sheen:

That we endorse the Revelation as one
sent from God, and proceed to comply with
the provisions thereof.

On motion of Elders J. H. Hansen
and I Sheen, the vote of the house
was taken on the amendment and car-
ried.

First provision of Revelation was

- then read, which is as follows :—

# Let my servants William W, Blair, and
David H. Smith, be chosen and ordained

to be Counselors to my servant, the Pre-|-

siding Elder of my Church. Let them be
set apart to this office by the laying on of
hands by my servantg, whose duty it is to
ordain and set in order the officers of my
church;
dent of the High Priests’ Quorum and the
President of the Lesser Priesthood also lay
their hands upon these their brethren who
are to be Counselors, but let my servants
of the Twelve be the spokesmen.”

Moved by Elder J. W. Briggs and
seconded by Elder E. C. Briggs, that
Elder ‘W. W. Blair be chosen and or-
dained Counselor to the Presiding El-
der of the Church Carried unani-
mously.

Moved by Elders Josiah Ells and T

L. Rogers, that Elder David H. Smith
be chosen and ordained counselor to
the Presiding Elder of the church.
Carried unanimously.

The second provision of the Reveld-
tion was then read as follows i—

“Let my servants William H. Kelley,
Thomas W.. 8mith, James Caffall, John H.
Lake, Alexander H. Smith, Zenos H. Gur-
ley, and Joseph R. Lambert, be chosen as
especial witnesses, even of the Quorum of
the Twelve, for they are called thereunto;
that they may -take thiz ministry upon
them. Letthem be ordained and set apart
to this office by the laying on of the hands
of ‘my servants Joseph Smith, Jagon W.
Briggs, and William W, Blair,”

Moved by Elder E. C. Briggs, that
 Elder Wm., H. Kelley be chosen and
ordained an especial witness in the
Quorum of the Twelve. Carried unani-
mously.

Moved by Elders E. C. Briggs and
J. Ells, that Elder T. W. Smith be
chosen and ordained an especial wit-

and let my servants, the Presi.

ness in the Quorum of the Twe.lve
Carried unanimously.

Moved by Elders E. C. Briggs and
J. Ells, that Elder John H. Lake be
chosen and ordained an especial witness
in the Quorum of the Twelve. Carried
unanimously.

Moved by Elders H. A. Sbebbms
and F. Reynolds that Elder Alexander
H. Smith be chosen and ordained an
especial witness in the Quorum of the
Twelve. Carried unanimously.
Moved by Elder W. W. Blair and
O. P. Dunham, that Elder Joseph R.
Lambert be chosen and ordained an
especial witness in the Quorum of the
Twelve. Carried unanimously.

Moved by Elders J. C. Clapp and T.
W. Smith, that Elder James Caffall be
chosen and ordained an especial witness
in the Quorum of the Twelve. Carried
unanimously.

Moved by Elders E. C. Briggs and
E. Banta, that Elder Zenos H. Gurley
be chosen and ordained an especial
witness in the Quorum of the Twelve,
Carried unanimously,

Moved by Elders I. Sheen and Geo.
H. Hilliard, that Elders James Caffall
and Zenos TL, Gurley be ordained at
the next Semi-Annual Oonterehce
Motion withdrawn.

The Secretary read that portion of
the Revelation relating to Klder D.
B. Rasey and Reyben Newkirk, as fol-
lows:—

¢ Let the names of my servanis Daniel
B, Rasey and Reuben Newkirk be taken
from the record of the Quorum of the
Twelve and placed with the record of the
names of the Elders, and let them labor as
Llders, and their labors will be accepted
by me, »”

Moved by Elders I. Sheen and Geo.
H. Hilliard, that the names of Daniel
B. Rasey and R. Newkirk be taken
from the Quorum of Twelve and added
to the Elders’ Quorum.

Elder J. W Briggs made some re-
marks touching the labors assigned El-
ders R. Newkirk and Daniel B. Rasey,
and that it was evident that the Lord
approved them as men, from the fact
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prom
labors as elders. L

A substitute wag presented by EIders
R. Warnock and J. 8. Snively,—

Tlfha.t the names of Flders D. B. Rasey
and Reuben Newkirk be dropped from the
Quorum of the Twelve, and ‘that they be
sustained as Elders. Motion withdrawn.

Moved by J. H. Hansen and A.
White, that the names be- presented
singly. ~Carried.

On motion,—" : '

Resolvéd that the namé of Elder Daniel
B, Rasey be taken from the record of the
Quorum' of the Twelve, and placed with
the records of the names of the Elders.
Uarned ) )

On motion,—

Resolved thal the nante of Reuben New-
kirk be taken from the record of the
Quorum ‘of the Twelve, and'placed with the
reeord of ‘the names “of the leers Car-
ried. .

Further readmg of Revelatioa eon-
cerning Hmh Prlests and Sevenfaes 28
follows :— :

- “Let my servants Arehlbald M Wilsey,
William D.-Morton, and. George Rarick, be
ordained High Priests; andlet my servants
E. €. Brand, Charles’ W. Wandell, and
Duncan Campbell, be uppomted ag especial
sritnesses 6f the Seventy in their places;
and’ let. . my -servants Joseph Lakeman;
Gaud Rodger, John T. Davies, and Jo}m
8. Patterson, be also appoinied as witnes-
ses of the Seventy beforé)me i

“-Motion of Elders R. Warnoek and
Geo H. Hilliard, that Elder Jason W.
Briggs be’ sustained in his lot as a
member of the Quorum of the Twelve
Carried unanimously. .

* Motion of Flder H. A. Stei)bms that
Elder Josiah Ells be sustained in his

lot 43-0 membér of the Quorum of the

Twelve. Carried ‘unanimously. -

Motion of Elders J. Hansen a,nd .
Davis; that Elder E. C. Bricgs be sus-
tamed in his lot as a tmembor of the
Quorum of t;he Twelve Carned han-
imously.

Moved by Flders 1. Sheen and E.
Robinson that Elder Archibald M.
Wilsey be ordained a High Pnest
Carmed unanimously.

Moved by Elders W.' W Blair and

T

; Morton be 'ordamed a‘ngh Pnest

(Carried unanimously. =
" Moved by Elders LI Rogers and
J. Landers that Elder George Rarick
be ordained 3 High Priest.. ,,Carned
Moved by Elders W. W. Blair and
J. Landers that I]lder . C. Brand be
ordained a Seventy in the place of
Tlder A. M. Wilsey. Cameg unani-

. |mously.

" Moved by Elders E. (. Briggs and
Gieo. H. Hilliard that Elder Chas. W.
Wandell be ordained a Seventy in the
place of Elder Wm D Morton Ga,r-

rxed

“Moved' by Elders B. F. ])arfee and

1E. C. Briggs that Elder Duncan Camp-

bell be ordained a Seventy in the place
of Elder Greo Ramek Oarned unan-
imously.

Moved by Elders H. C. Bronson and
H. A. Stebbins that Blder J. 8. Patter-
son be: ordalned & Seventy Garrled .
unaniinously:-

Moved by Elders W. W: Blalr and
J. W Briggs that Elder Gland Rodger
be ordained a Seventy.

- Remarks by Elders B: C. and J. W.
Bnggs and Geo. Adams, to the effect
that he had been ordained to the office
of a Seventyghut that its validity had
been question&d. \:[otloza was pui; and
carried unaniinously:

Moved by Blders W W’ Blair and
I. L. Rogers that ElderJohn T. Davies
be ordamed 3 Seventy Camed unanp
meusl

' Reading of Revelation relatlnrr to
the Bmhop choosmfr hls Gounselors, as
follows . .

. Tt is expedlent that ‘the Blshop of my
Church shall choose two Counselors, and
that they be crdained to their office ag my
law directs; that there may be henceforth
no caviling among my people.. The Bish-
op “of my Chareh may also’ choose and ap-
point Blshop 8. Agents, until it shall be
wigdom in me to ordain other Bmhops, in
the districis and large branches of my
church »

" The BlShOp made eho;ce of‘ . Banta
and Damd Dancer.”
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Moved by Elders J. Ells, and J.
Lianders, that Elder E. Banta be: or-
dained a Counselor to the Bishop. -

Br. Banta wished it understood that
he be released in one year, if he should
so desire.

Moved by Flders J. Ells and E. C.
Briggs, that Br. D. Dancer be ordained
a Counselor to Bishop L. L. Rogers.

An amendment was made by Elders
H. A. Stebbins and J. Landers, that
D. Dancer be ordained a High Priest in
conuection with being ordained Coun-
selor.

Br. Dancer inade some objection to
being ordained to the office of either
. Elder or High Priest.. -

Moved by Elders E. Robmson and
George A. Blakeslee, that this question
be deferred until}xafternoon.,- Carried.

‘The President stated -that -the ordi-

* nations would now be attended to, pre-| -

paratory to which hymn 601 was sung

and a fervent prayer was offered by the
President, invoking the blessing of the
Almighty upon His people;. and the
Spirit’s power. to attend. the setting

apart of thoge ealled to ministrr in|-

word and dectrine. The Holy Guest
like a mantle rested upon the assembly,
- and every heart was moved with Joy

and gladness in ‘that the day spring.

from on high had visited them, and
the Lord had again ‘manifested hlmself
to his people.
melted to tenderness, and all were made |
to feel that this was indeed the house|’
of God, the very gate of Tieaven.

" Bin. W.'W. Blair and D: H. Smith
were then ordained under the hands of
Elders J. W. Briggs, E. C. Briggs,
Josiah- Flls, Isaac Sheen and L L
Rogers

Klder E. C. Brlggs was spokesmar;
in case of ‘'W. W. Blair, and J. W.
Briggs in that of D. H. Smith.

Klders W. H. Kelley, T. W. Smith,
dJ. H. Lake, A. H. Smith, and J. i
Lambert were ordained under the
hands of Elders Joseph Smith, W W
Blair and J. W. Briggs.

Elder Joseph Smith was spokesman

“|of Br.

The hardest heart Was( B

in case of YV H. Kelley and Jo oseph R.
Lambert; J. W. Briggs in case_of T.
W. Smith and A. H, Smith; and W.
W. Blair in ease 6f John IL.. Lake

Bro. A. M. Wilsey and Geo. Rarick
were ordained under the hands of Jogiah
Ells and H. C. Briggs. Flder . C.
Briggs was spokesman in the ordination
Rarick, and Elder J Bllg in
that of Br. Wllsey

‘Elder Duncan Gampbell was Qrdam-
ed- under .the hands of Blders E. C.
Briggs (spekesman) and Josiah Ells.

Moved by Elder E. Robinson, that
Elder H. A" Stebbins be added to the
auditing commlttee toaudit the Bishop’s
books. . Carried. -~

Moved by E. Banta that we adjourn
until 2:80 .. Carried. .-

“Sung hymn 1079 Benediction by
the President. .

' APTERNOON SESSION. -
Sung hymn 1024 Prayer by Br.
Edwin Cadwell,

Izeport of committee on Ii'emlcl bllls,
read,—

“To the Chureh in C‘onference aasemééed.
“We, your Committee, appomted by
s ansEable body to examine the hills

'nresented by the Board of Publication for

settlement.,= do hereby report that we have
examined them and found ihem corvest,
and we yecommend:that they be alloweé
and that-the Bishop be authorized to pay
them, .. - Joun H. Hanszgw, )

; }» Gam

Joun Gireery, -
~Jas, MoKigrxan.

Wiove& by Eldérs George H. Hﬂhar&
and H, (. Bronson, that the réport be
received and cammlttee dlscharged
Carried.

- Moved by Elders Ged o Hﬂhard
atd ‘H. O, Bronson, that the recom-
niendation of the eommlttee e . ‘ap-
proved, and the bills ordered. to be
paid by the Bishop. ~Carried. :

~ Request of -Sr. Sarah Jane Lear f'or
admission into the church, having béen
baptized by Elder, Samuel Powers, was
rea

" Moved by- Elders B. F. Durfee and
P 8. Wixzom, that she be admitted and

referred to Plano Branch. Carried.
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" Report of P. H. Renseimar on Utah
Chapel Fund, was presented as fol-
lows :—

«List of moneys paid to P. H. Ren-
seimsr. C. J. Anderson $10, Isador Mor-
ris $10, George Greenwood $10, Mr.
Waters $5, J. K. Trumbo $5, David Mor-
gan $5; John Lewis $5, C. Albertson $5
returned, John Mahon $2, Erade Elliasson
$9, Emyris Davis $2, Lucy Wheeler 50 cts.
Total $61.50.

¢ 3alt Lake City, Utah, August 80, 1871.
—Received of Elder E. 0. Brand the above
sum of $61.50, subscriptions, or donations
veceived by him, for the purpese of erect-
ing a church building in the Utah District
for the Reorganized.Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints.

“# P F. RENYEIMAR,
¢ Treasurer of Commitiee.”

Moved by Elders W. W. Blair and
R. Warnock, that the report of P. H.
Renseimar on Utah Chapel Fund he
referred to the Bishop. Carried.

A statement concerning the purchase
of a mission house in Utah, by Elder
E. C. Briggs, in 1863, and sale of same,
was made. )

Some misunderstanding having arisen
with reference to it, Elder H. C. Briggs
was ealled upon to give a history of the
transaction, which was as follawge—m...

“When I first arrived at Utah i”ff?i‘%‘é
thres weeks to obtaln a house for publie
preaching, and could find none. Drother
Btiles having united with the Reorganiza-
tion, and desiring to leave Utah, offered
his house for sale. B, Young’s agent came
te- buy it, and offered him. 31,000 for it
Br. Stiles desiring- that it should be used
for the benefit of church, if sold, asked me
if T ¢ould not buy it. He said if I would
give him $100 down and my note for $300,
I could have it. T asked the brethren
where T could get $100. A few days after-
ward a brother brought me that amount of
money. 1 gave it to Br. Stiles and my
note for $900, and told him that if the
Bigshop would not honor the note, as I
desired the house for a place of worship,
that I would be responsible for iis pay-
ment; that I would gell the house and pay
him. T thought I would get the deed in
the Bishop’s name, but was counsgelled oth.
erwige. I did not huy it in the name of
the church, but in my own.name. T re-
ceived a bonofide deed, made to me for the
house. I received no word from the
Bishop, but went on to California. In

1864, I wrote to Br. Atwood to sell the
house, and gave -him Power of Attorney
which cost me $12. e sold the house for
$1,800. I advised him to- pay the $100
of borrowed money, and send $1,000 to
Br. Stiles who had moved to the States.
The $100 being interest on the $900.
Also to use the rest for missionary pur.
poses. I afterwards learned that it was
30 used. The Chureh had nothing to do
with the transaction. The mules I had
which belonged to the Chureh, were not
the kind to sell in that couniry, They
were o considerable bother to me. I
traded them for a house. Br. Atwood
afterwards (raded the house for another
team. I wrote to him that he should give
the man I bought the house from $50.
This team was brought to the States and
delivered over to Bishop Gamet, which
was afierwards scld, and the money sent
to Bishop I. L. Rogers.”

Elder Matthews confirmed this state-
ment, so far as he had ‘any knowledge
of it; he being the man who let Br.
Briggs have the $100. ,

On motion of Hlders R. Warneck
and H. C. Bronson -

Resolved, Thatthis Conference considers
Elder E, €, Briggs entirely free from all
censure.dn financial affairs in bhis mission
to Utple.” Carried.
wiffeport of  Committee on Bishop's
books was read as follows:— .

Plano, Tllinois, April 10, 1873,
To the General Conference assembled:

We, your Committee, appointed to
audit the books of Br. I. L. Rogers,
the Bishop of the Chureh, do make the
following report:

That we have investigated the said
books, and, so far as we may find by
them, and by the means we have for
judging, we consider them to be cor-
rect, and we find that the balances
therein are the same in amount as
shown in the Bishop’s published report
contained in the Herald of April 1st,
1873. ' ‘

In addition, we, your Committee
would respectfully suggest, and recom-
mend, for the safety of the Bishop, and
for the general good of the Chureh,
and in view of the future needs and
demands respecting the Bishoprick
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and the Church, that he be furnished
with books of reeelpt and that he be
requested to give or send a recelpt to

every individual giving any sum into}

hig hands for Church purposes; and
that he take reeeipts for all moneys
paid out, specifying the fund from
which such sums are paid out.

We would alse recommend that he
be released from the obligation he is
now under of making quarterly reports
through the fferald and that he be
instructed to report but twice a year,
pamely: In the Herald next preceding
the sittings of the Annual and Semi-
“ Annual Conferences.

Respeetfully submitted,

E. RoBINSON,

G. A, BLARESLEE,
W, ANDERSON,
Hevry A. STEBBINS.

On motion of Elders J. H. Lake and
A, White, the report was received and
committee discharged.

Moved by Elders J. Hangsen and A,
White, that the course recommended
by the committee in their report be
adopted and acted upon. Withdrawn
by consent.

Moved by Elders T. W. Smith and
4. W. Briggs,—

That we endorse the recommendation in
the report of Commitice, except that part
concerning the quarterly reports of the
Bishop. Carried.

‘Request: for the organization of
Elder’s Quorum in England was taken
up and acted upon.

Beveral spoke on the question. And
a motion was presented showing the

impractibility of authorizing the orga-|

nization of such a quorum. Also oue
to strike out the word “quoram” and
insert the word “enroll.”

On motion of Blders J. W. Briggs
and Geo. A. Blakeslee,—

Resolved, That in the opinion of this
Conference, the orgamzatmn of ‘& Quorum
of Biders in foreign lands is impracticable,
impolitic and unwarmnted in the law of
God. Carried.

Moved by Elders C. Beebe and H.

Com.

Hart, that the names of all elders in
forelgn lands should be enrolied in
Quorums in the land of Zion. Carried.

Bishop I. L. Rogers presented the
nanie of D. Dancer to be chosen as one
of his Counselors.

Moved by Elders John H. Lake and
E. C. Briggs, that Br. David Dancer
be ehicsen and ordained to the office of
an Elder and a Counselor fo the
Bishop.

Moved by Elders I Sheen an&. E.
Warnock, that Br. David Dancer be
reforred to the Plano Branch..

On inquiry it was ascertained that

iBr. Dancer did not naleno' to the Plano

Branch,

The original motion was then put
and carried.

Brn. E. Banta and David' Dancer
were then ordained under the hands of
Elders Joseph Smith and W. W, Blair.
Joseph Smith spokesman in ordination
of Br. Dancer, and W. W. Blair in or-
dination of Br. Banta.

Moved that we adjourn until 7 ».u.

The president appointed Elders J.
C. Clapp and H. C. Bronsen to oceupy
the stand in the evening. '

Benediction by the President. ©

‘ EVENING SESSION.

Sung hymn 78.  Prayer by Elder §
C. Clapp. Susg hymn 10605, ,

Elder H. C. Bronson addressed the
congregation, followed by Elder J. C.
Clapp.

Adjourned until nine o’clock to-mor-
row morning,

Benediction by Pres, J. Smlth

FRIDAY, APRIL 111w,
MORNING SESSION.

Meeting opened by singing, and the
offering of prayer by the President.
Readmv of yesterday s minutes by

the Secretary

Minuates approved as corrected.

Beport of the Committee on the Be-
port of the General Church Recorder, .
presented as follows—
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‘Plano, Tllinois, April 10, 1873
Ay, Preszent
assembled :
We, the undersigned, your committee,
10 whom was referred the Report of Efder
I. Sheen, ag Church Recorder, do hereby
report that we have examined the General
Church Record, and find that while the
style or manner in which it has been kept
might have been improved, yet it'doubtless
will be found correct, as a record; and as
it is now full, and has been for some time,
and a considerable amount of matter is in
the Recorder’s hands, as well as an index,
which is not only ugeful, but necessary
Therefore, be it
Resolved That & book be purchased by
e commltteo of two, to bo appointed:-by the

President of the Conference, which ghall|
be at least one-third thicker, and c'onsider- !

ably longer and wider; to contain the in-
dex referred to, as well as the ordinary
items recorded. And be it further
Resolved, Thatin view of the pastlabors
in, and sacrlﬁce made for the cause of the
Reorganized Church, tlie present Gereral
Church Recorder should be continued in

his position, not only as an ¢vidence of our| .
appreciation of his- past services, but. be-f
cause of his long acquaintance: with thef|

‘the General 'Chureh. Recorder desng-

duties of the office.

And whereas no labor has been perform-
ed since a settlement between ‘the' said
General Church Recorder and:the Board of

Publication,—made June, 1872,—and . no|

claims have been made by said Recorder

date; therefore, we recommend that as soon

as & new book - is purchased, which should|
duties related to. record
of those uniting with the Church.
more than two dollars nor less than one|

be done at once, the present-Recorder shall
resume his duties, and thatthe sum of not

dollar per day be paid for each day of la-
bor performed. . -And be it further. -
Resolved, that as thislabor of recording
nagmes of parties joining “the. Church
throughout the world—as well as those
disfellowshiped, and as well as other items
—it becomes & matter of interest and im-
portance to all the-Church, we recommend
that contributious for the purchase of the
book referred to, be - made by the members
of thig Conference during its meeting.
Your committee respectfnlly submlt the
foregorng, and ask to be dlscharged
: ‘Eowin CADWELL,
W. H. HAZZLEDINE,
-THos. W. SMITH, :

Moved by Elders E. Barita and Jos-
ephi 'S. Snively that the. report of said
committee be received and committée

and, Bretkren in Oonference’

“|E, C. Brxggs "

'with them

'spectlng ‘the Library.

}109”"' |

dlSCharged Carrled SRR
Moved by Elders J W Brlggs 'md

That the report of sa1d commlttee be
adopted, and the recommendatrons therem
be complied with. ‘

‘Remarks by Elders E Banta and dJ.
W Briggs. B

‘Moved by J. 'W. ‘Briggs and H.C.
Bronson' as-an amendment :

" Phat that part of the report referring to
collection being taken up for'the purpose
of purchasing. a book be. stricken out; and
the Bishop of the: Church be instructed to

‘comply with-the resolution passed by pre-

vious Conference 1espect1ng ea.1d book.
Carried.

A second amendment was, oﬁ'ered by
Elders L. Robmson and J. Doan

That the report of commlttee be further
amended by striking out the words ¢‘not

.less than one dollar nor more than two dol-

lars,” and inserting the words-one dollar
and seventy-five cents Carried.”

natéd in’ 01der that he mlght comply

The . Pres1dent stated that

! present understanding he-“would. not
for any remuneration for labor since that|

like to define what those dutles were.
“ElderJ. W. ' Biiges thought his
ding the names

The President appomted Dlders 1L.

Rogers and IT..A. Stebbins to purchase

a book for a General Church Record,
Elder Isaac Sheen requested,ﬂthat
Conference make Lnown its 7

Moved by Elders B.C Brlgga and

[J. H. Lake that we. proeeed to impox-

tant business, Not put o ;
President -Joseph Smith reque%ed

‘that Missions be the specral order thxs

afternoon.
Resolutlons from * the Quorum ,of
Seventy were read as follows :—
Resolved That we -recommend: to the
Conference the name of Br.. George W.
Brooks, who was & member in the Quorum
of Seventy in old organization, to be re-




GENERAL ANNUAL-CONFERENCE MINUTES, 1873

23

. eewed & member of the First Quoerum of

, Seventys in the. Reqrgammtmn We re-

commend the name of Br. Nwholas Stamm |

for ordination in the Quorum of Seventy

Also the names of Joseph 8. Snively, of

Canada.; John Gilbert, of I\{a.ssachuaetts,

L. F. West of Flomdu John H. Hansen,,

of Towa; John ¢ Foss, of Maine, James
MeKlernan, of Yowa; J. C. Clapp, of Cali-
fornia, and Robert Davis, of .Canada. .
Resolved,
Duncan Campbell be set apart and. ordain-
ed to the office of. a Presideni of
Quorum of Seventy, as signified in the
Revelation: .. G, Laxpugar, Pres,
F. Riynoins, Sec'y. . .
"Moved by Elders W, W. Blair and
E. Robinson, that the resolution of the
Seventy’s Quorum he recewed Car~
ried.

H. . Bronson,—
That “the rasolutions be adopted the

rovisions therein be com lied with, and:|.
J P ‘the Quarum of :Seventy.

the names mentxoned acted upon sepam.te~
ly.. Carriéd. - -
The name of Dlder Gr W Brooks
was presented.
Elder K. Bant shed to know who
said G- W. Brooks was?. - -

Elder F. Reynolds comphed vhth the g
request and atated wha.t he kneiw of Br. Q

Brooks,

perience. .
Elder W. H. Kelley mqulred into
the legality of the present proceeding.

Moved by Elders'dchn H. Hansen -

and “G. T. Chate, that we Tebonsider
motion to adopt the resolutions of the
Seventy. - Motion not in order. .

Moved: by Flder-E. Banta and w.
R. Calhoun, that the name of Elder G.
W. Brooks be enrolled as a ‘inember of
the Quorum of Seventy.

Blders Isaac Sheen, John Gllbert
J.'W. Briggs, John H, Lake, and G
~W. Brooks, speke'in affirmative.

‘Elders’ E.” Banta, J. 8- vaely, W.
W. Blair, J. ¢, Clapp, spoke in ‘the|-
negatlve

The motion was then ‘put. ami lost by
a-vote of twenty to fourteen. -

~Moved by J.0 8- vaely and- J.
_ McKlernan that Elder Nicholas Stamm

That we recommend that Br.

the

" {nomination,

be: chosen and ordained a member: of
the Quornm of Seventy.
Eidér B. F. Durfee ob;eeted to, the
brother on.account of his deafness,
Blder J. W. Briggs asked if the
brother was willing to. undertake . the
duties of the office,
Elder Stamm rephed that he. was
Elder T..Sheen asked whether or not
ha was. in .8 pasmon domestlcally, to
fulfill the duties of the office. It was
answered that he was a single man.. .
Br. Sheen also stated that if Paul's
thcm in. the flesh, thought to be sore.
eyes, did. not prevent him from dis-

| charging the duties of his office, neith-

er should Elder Stamm’s deafneus pre-

Moved by Elders B, ¥ Durteo ana‘ vent him from discharging his.

Elder W. W. Blair stated és his

‘ ?opmmn that the Quorum of the T'welve

were the proper ones to attend to ﬁllmf“

Elder F. Reynolds read the law on

the point.

Moved by; Flders J. 8. vaely and

H. C. Bronson, that the vote on the

question be now called. = Carried.
_The motion: was then put and lost.
"Moved by Elders Banta. and Bron-

. 'son, that. we now adjourn till 2 ».w.
Elder Bro@ks also, stated hls past ex- |

Sung “Pralae God from whom all
bles*mws flow.” Benedlchon by the
Premdent ) E
.\ AFTERNOON snssxomi
Sung hymn 973. Prayer by Eltiev
D. Campbell.

‘Action on resolution of the Seventy
continued.

. Moved by Elders B. ¥. Durfee and
R: Davis, that Elder Joseph 8.-Snively

bé ordained a‘member of the Quorum

|of Beventy. :

‘Elder K. Banta spoke in favor of his

ordination. ' Br. '‘Snively declined the
’“he motlon was w1tsh-
drawn, = -
- The name of J ohn Gllbert was pre—
qented and 1t was moved by Elders
J osmh Ells.and P. 8. ‘«leom, that he
be ordained a member -of the Quoram
of Séventy, On his declining to ac-
cept, the motion was Wzthdrawn )
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The name of L. F, West, of Florida,
was presented, and, on being objecbed
to, was withdrawn.

Moved by Elders H. C. Bronson and
N. Dutton, that Elder John H. Hansen
be chosen and ordained a member of
the Quorum of Seventy. Carried.

Moved by Elders J. C. Clapp and
J. Landers, that Elder J. C. Foss, of
Maine, be chosen and ordained a mem-
ber of the Quorum of Seventy, subject
to his consent. Carried.

Moved by Eldérs B. F. Durfee and
O. P. Dunham, that Elder James
MeKiernan be chosen and ordained a
member of the Quorum of Seventy.

Br. McKiernan raised some' objec-
tions, but afterwards withdrew them.
The motion was then put and carried
unanimously.

Moved by Elders E. Banta and O.
P. Dunham, that Elder Joseph C.
Clapp be chosen and ordained a mem-
ber of the Quorum of Seventy. Car-
ried.

Moved by Elders James McKiernan
"and P. S. Wizom that Elder Robert
Pavis be chosen and ordained a member

of the Quorum of Seventy.

After some discussion as to disability
. on account of age, the motion was car-

ried unanimously.

Moved by E leers John H. Lake and
Joseph S. Snively that Elder Duncan
Campbell be set apart and ordained a
President of the Quorum of Seventy,
as specified in the Revelation. Carried.

MISSIONS.

Pres. Smith presented the name of
Elder Mark H. Forscutt to be sustain-
ed as President of European Mission.

Reports from Brn. Mark H. Forscutt
and John S. Patterson were read.

[These reports should have appeared
with the reports of missions, but were
mislaid and overlooked ill the Herald |
pages were made up.]—Eb.

Esteemed President and Brethren in General

Conference Assembled :— -

Absent’from you in body, I am present
with you in spirit, praying for you, and
the success of our Master’s cauge. Great

is your responsibility as a Legislative Body,
acting for the entire Church of the living
God upon the earth, and weighty your de-
cisions for weal or for woe. May the gra-
cious Spirit of an All-wise Father endow
you with the requisite power to legislate
wisely in behalf of much-loved Zion.

At the same time while you are assem-
bled to consider measures for the entire
Church, we in foreign lands are also assem-
bled to consider how we may best assist
your efforts by extending the influence of
God’s gracious truth throughout Europe;
and as we in our Conforence will earnestly
pray that the rich influences of inspiration
may rest upon you, and the wisdom of the
Eternal guide you, permlt me to ask Lhat
you will also remember in your solmn as-
sembly the Conference of the European
Mission, and God’s feeble though earnest
servants laboring in Europe.

I can not present to you so encouraging
a Report of this Mission, nor of my labors,
as my heart desires; yet I am very thank-
ful to say, the Mission is neither dead, dy-
ing, nor barren of good fruit, nor am I
weary of laboring in the vineyard as one
of God’s husbandmen,

I have much to thank God for that he
sent such nobly-qualified laborers into this
part of His vineyard as some of my prede-
cessors have been; not less too would I
praise Him that not one of those who have
come here on Missions from Zion’s land,
with the exception of Geo. M. Rush, has
left the stain of immorality behind him.
Some excelled in wisdom, some in ability,
some in prudence, but W1th the one excep-
tion referred to, none stand charged with
immorality. Ther sowed plentifully; they"
reaped but sparingly.

Not less too do I thank God for the ex-
cellent men  who are now my coadjutors
here, Elders Patterson, Davis, and Avon-
det. I have not a word to say of them but
what is commendatory. God bless them
for their willing and anxious labors in be-
half of Zion. I have writien to them to
report themselves to General Conferencge
by letter, and trust you will be favored
with their reporis.” Drother Avondet’s
Misssion is a very hard one, T ask for him
your prayful sympathies.

-The European Mission is a difficult one,
more difficult than any other I have been
in during my connection with the Réorgan-
ized Church. There is not the danger to
person there isin the Utah Mission; but
there is not one-tenth the sympathy for our
cause. among ‘‘outsiders’” here that there
ig there. There are not the same physical
obstacles to meet that our faithful brother
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T. W. Smith met with in the Southern
States, but we have neither school-houses
nor private houses to preach the word in
here as he had there; nor have we the ad-
vantage of tracts to distribute to the peo-
ple. To visit the people with nothing but
the sacred word, to have nothing to leave
with them to read when we part from them,
to go sometimes ten or twenty miles to visit

them and talk with them, and then not be

asked to either sleep or eat, is part of the
experience of the Missionaries here. Dr.
Patterson found it so difficult in Scot-
iand and the north of England, that his
health was fast giving way under it, and I
advised higs going to London to labor,
where his health, thank the Lord, has been
" yecruited, and where his labors have not
been altogether in vain, Brother Avondet
in Switzerland and Italy has found the
same difficulty, and could not obiain food
without working for it. He has therefore
been working ot manuallabor forhis bread,
and employing his evenings-and Sundays
to preaching or teaching the gospel of
Christ,—His freinds gave him employment.

Bro. Davies in Wales has had better sue-
cess, Out of the sixteen branches having
a name in this Mission when he came, ten
fell to his lot, and covering a smaller ter-
ritory, his Mission has been more favora-
ble. The Welsh saints are a liberal heart-
ed people too, and I am pleased to say have
gupplied his wants. Of the remaining six
branches one was in Secotland which had
become go nearly dead that the only hope
of its revival consisted in Reorganizing it,
which Elder Patterson did. S8ince Bro.
Patterson left, it has to say the best of it,
been very quiet. There are some good
peoplethere; but theyneed the personalin-
fluence of a Zive elder to keep them active,
Of the remaining five branches, two are
dead, though not officially diserganized.
Bro. James, the President of that District,

_reports that he can noi even get any of
“them to attend a meeting. I can only
learn of three practical saints in the two
branches; one of the three is in a work-
house, unable to do any thing for the work
more than to pray for it; buthe is a noble-
hearted old man. Another of the three is
eighty-two years of nge, an excellent man,
but incapable of eiding the work. The
third is Bro. James, the President of the
Distriot, all alive, but alone. These two
branches are the Plymouth and Portsmouth
Branoches, There are really but three
branches in all England of these that were
named when I arrived, the Birmingham,
London and Hanley Branches. . Thanks be

to God, however, two others have sincel

been organized, one at Clay Cross in Der-
byshire, and one at Walsall in Worcester-
shire. Therearegood prospectsief s Branch
in Stafford also, but none yet organized

there.

Unless we can get the printed word here,
the European Mission will continue to he
& dull Mission. There is not more than
one place where an elder can stay in any
town, and a sensitive man is continually
made the subject of his own fears lest ke
should be imposing on good nature by re-
maining at one place all the time of his
tarrying there, with the exception of his’
accepting. an invitation to an oceasional
mesnl or two at another house. If we can
obtain the printed word, the Hlders can
find employment, and with them many of
the saints too; but if we can not, unless
there be a change, it seems almost like im-
posing on the few saints there are to main-
tain two Missionaries in Bngland. T hope
that Conference will - pass a Resolution,
providing for the honorable release of
either Bro. Patterson or myself in case we
should not be able to establish o Publish-
ing Department here, or in the events of
more effective openings not arising for the
ministration of the word. I hope I ghall
not be misunderstood in this, Neither of
us wish to bé released on any other grounds
than that of our inability to do suflicient
good to justify our remaining. We do not
wigh to burden the Church at home with
the care of our families, nor the Saints here
with the burden of our support, unless
there be gufficient employment to keep us
active for the Master. I will not say any
thing about the plan on which we think a |
Publishing Department could be made self-
sustaining and effective, as the views held
by the Saints here are fully expressed in the
Minutes of our last General Conference
which are on sale at Herald Office; but am
fully satisfied that unless such aninstitution
be established, our hope of any great good is
almost s forlorn one. With that s number
of Elders could soon take the field; with-
out it, we are already too many. '
* Since I received the appointment to this
Mission, I have tried to be active for the
Master whom Ilove; yet my labors have
been too divided to admit of success in any
one given direction, save that of placing
on a better and higher plane of thought and
action the efforts of the Churches under
my care, and I think I'may give God glory
that in this my efforts have not been in
vain. ,

‘Where I could not vigit, I have written,
and. sought to disseminate truth and build
up the saints in the spirit of union and love.
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‘In faét, writing has been one of the means
by which I have informed many of the
‘Church who are now enquiring in relstion
4oit;’and by which E-have resched many
of the soattered ones whom it has been im~
possible tovisit.

That T may ‘not take - up too much of

of my labors since my - appoirtment.
Travelled 8,968 miles, of which I.-have
rode 7,942 miles, ‘walked 71,019 niiles,
written 685 letters, attended:219 meetings,
-preached 140 sermons; baptized:9 persons,
-eonfirmed 6 persons,: ordained 1 Teacher;
‘blessed 10. children, udimmst;ered to 14
sick persons. - .

In discharging the. duties attendant up on
the above labors,-and in visiting, I have
been very happily sustained- by the good
-Spirit, the Spirit of promise,and although| -
I have not. done near so miuch as Lcould |
have wished to do, Iam. yet ‘thankful fo
the Lord for having: enabled me {0’ do the
little'T have done; = -

The work is. the: Lord’s, hrethren, and
He is carrymg it on; but ag we are the
servants, we must expect He will carry. it
on by us, or if He finds we will .not work,
“digcharge :ug and: employiothers. I wish
to be -one of ‘the Lord’s workmens if as
such you sustain me in this Mission, T.will
try to work effectively and “earnestly;.if
you release me, I will come Home and work
there. - I love the Master, 1 love His work,
and - I love His peoplé,- and my highest
ambition is to be His, and their co-worker,
Many of your plessant faces comse before
me a8 I write this. - May God bless you,
one and sll, and dirict all. your measures
to His glory, is the prayer of your fellow-
laborer; o Mamr H FOB‘!CUTT,

Birmingham, England, : D

© - March 15th; 18?3

Ta the Brethern in, Annual C’onference assem-
 bled, I hereby sead, gresting :—

‘Dear Brethérn.—Having been appomted
by your honorahle body, in your, session,
one year age, at 8t, Loms, Mo., to take a
Mission to Bureps, in eompany with, and
uander ‘the presidency ‘of our beloved
brother, Mark H, Forseult, T hereby send
for your information, o report of my indi-
vidual labors, present prospects, and the
-general condition of the Mission with
which I am connected, 5o far as my per-
_somal know]edge of it wxll gustxfy me m
. writing. .

As regards my “owa’ iabors, perhaps
little more need be said beyond whal las
appesred alery from Dy pen, in the
Herald. - ‘Ag you sre aware, 1 found it
impreacticable to reinain longer in 8cotland,

‘ocasion.

‘under then xistifg clrcumstances ' This
Iregréh«?ery ek, indeed; as T-left the
home of niy. &doptmn, high-in hépé that I
would b¥ §bl¢ by the help of God, to' do

domething for the ‘sdvancement of the

cause’ of Chifst i my native land, thet

‘would b permanent in its character and
your-time, I submit herewith a summany 1

‘give up the hope, nor ‘the’ eﬁ'ort
#ll* stetn necessity” gompelled; ‘and als

‘though I had felt bound in’ spirit, a1l the

time T remsinéd thergy ‘it was with ex-
treme téluctanse,  that I, by advice from
brother Forscutt and - athers, turned my
face southward; and-my back oh my native
country.” Since that time I have held fre-
quent corresgon—dence with the veny few

[faithful there, andlésrn that the prospects
for the spread of trathiare in no Way better,

than when I left there

I s,ruved in London, the latter part of
Ia,st December, out of health and slightly
dispirited, where: I;; met: & .kind ‘reception
from .the Saints of the London. Branch,
Since- whlch time L. have ctmtmued ut this
place. - .1 have. Inbored. ir connection. with
the branch officers and local Elders, for
the'advancemént of the caupe here. I have

just finished a conrse of Lectures, that havo

been  well attended.  Several old Saints
have fa.vored ug with' their presence, and
some’ appear -quité -favorable.” Amongst
others T might make honorable mention of
Br. John Hyde, Senr., formerly an active
Elder in the old orgamzatxon, but “who
‘left them 'in disgust many years ago. He
still testifies to' the truth of the work, and
views the:-‘claims of the Reorganization
favorably; but is extremely cautious,” He
holds aloof from all other worghiping
bodies. We have also been favored several
times with the presence of brother George
J. Adams, also a prominent man in the
Church, in Missouri and ‘Illinois, in the
duys of the first Joseph, He has, it wéild
dppear, for some time past, been viewing
the Reorganization favorably; and Tast
‘Bunday, March 2nd, hé eame of his own
free will, and after askmg the prwﬂege,

‘which was freely granted, gave s brief

synopsis of his connection with the Clureh, '
testifying strongly to the truth of the Lat. .
ter Day ‘Work, stating what he knew con-
cerning’ the appoiniment,” anointing, and
blessing,” of ‘the gresent "Joseph, ‘by -his
father, he having been ‘present on that
He also stated that he meant
to follow the example of William Smith,
whose téstimony he Hadread in the Hor-

‘ald. Should he’ kéep- his promise; you

may expéet ere long to receive from him s
statersent of what he. knows" doncerning

the Chureh, for publication in the Herald,



Boon, with the’ mteﬁﬁon (as 1 inderstand
it}, of veuniting With’ the Chiirch.” “Others

of less note, perhaps, bulequally precious f

in the sight. of God, have attended. our
meetings, 2 and have been, frequeutly visit
od by us, and aroc also lookmg f%v‘mbly,
But cautisnaly, ot the Réorganizhiion.’

In company of Elders’ Bradshaw: and
Norton, of London, I have made :frequent
visits to the houses of several:old Saints,
and we believe that our, labors will, event-
ually result in goed.. I hayve also written
1o giite s number of ‘the old Saints)’ that 1
had not the pmvxlege, -of 'reaching dther-
wise, hoping to open up & correspondence
with ther, and thereby bring.them o the
light; but in almost every. case-of this
kind, I ha.ve been doomed to dlsappomt-
ment. : !

Touchmg &the candmoﬁ of the’ Brmsh
Missiony so far as I am personally ac-
quainted with it, T think: that :it may be
considered zmproved spiritually, and in
regard t6 law and ordér, andits practical
a.pphgatmn, the Saints appear to be ob~
taining better light, and are, less dlsposed
to serve-their old traditiony, - .

Financially, with the -privilege granted
it by-‘the American Publishing Board, it
is not conmdered capable, by those who

ought to know best, of sustamng more|

thsn one Elder in the ‘field, (this has re-
ference to England; and Scotland -only);
and should our contemplated Publishiﬁg
Department fall ‘through, I undetstand
that it has been suggested, by the: Presi-
dent of the Mission to President Joseph
Smith, that ‘it would be advisable to re-
lease one of us,: at your present sitting, |-

that one of course must be: me, a8 my ﬁbld

of labor has failed me.:

I sincerly hope that - the Pubhshmg
movement may be:a-success, whnever may
be the brethren, that may carry on the
work of the mmlstry, in thesé lands.  For
withgut it, or some movement of a'like na-
ture, the work in this eountry wiil, in my

Judgment have to drag throughlong weary| .
years of. difficulties a,nd clnappmntmems,‘

which’ otherwise mpy be avoided. . The

guccess of ‘such a movement, {the primary]|
ohjest of which is ke spread of Truth, thej
- secondary object gain; to the extent of maka

ing the Mission self-aué‘\iammg) .eould mot
- fail 1o sooh make itself felt for good.
hope, therefore, that should the “hrethrea
it in the light that we on. thla side the

R Atl)amxc do, they wxll gwe 1t their uppert, |

; 1ght one, LYY alm()st all’adm’it,’,th'én {
(mly way for ug o, rlght also, i to keep it

o Isaac Sheen,

; movmg, ‘but as 1 expect that br her‘I‘ors-

will natice the matter more fully in
report Twill” leave the matter to his
much abler pen. ’

T have great pleasure in stating to the
brethren the most perfect umanimity of

feelings aud-brétherly love, and good un-

derstanding; have prevailed between Elder -

Torscutt, and myself; and also all the

brethren, that I have been called . to lsbor

with, whlle on this Migsion, so ag our'du~

ties have céalled us to labor together: and
I:have faith that suchfeelings will con-
tinue throughout the Mission, be it short or
long... I feel grateful for the hearty man-
ner in which you, sustained the British Mic-

glon, by your vates at “ihe Bluifs;” last
fall; and should you now deem it wisdom,

urider ‘existing circumstances, to call me

home, I shall cheerfully. acquiesce, in the
decigion, and return to assist in werk of
the metry, with our brethren, in the
New World; but should you conclude sth-
eriise, Lam wzﬂmq, by God’s help, fo.do
what T'can the commg summeA, for the fur-
ther gpread of truth:

“We expect:to be assembled in Conference
capamty at Btrmmgham at,the same time
youare. Our prayersin your behalf ghall
be that God may direct your deliberations
Dy the Spirit of Wisdom, that future good
for Zion’s weal wiay be the result; and
trusting that we may have the benefit of
your united prayers, for the ultimate tri-
umph of the cause entrusted to us in this
part of God’s vineyard, and with genti-
meints of respect ahd brotherly Yove, 1 sub-
seribe myself your fellow-laborer in the
couse of Truth, i Joaw 8. ?mmnsw

London, Enghmdo : .

" March 5th, 1878

Elder J. W. Briggs requeste& a post-
ponement of the consideration of Kuro-
pean: Mission until to-morrow mommg

- It was o ordered.

The Secrctary read a resoluhon from
the Quorum of the Twelve, ag f{}llows.

Plgno, J11,, April 11th, 1873.

At ameeting of the Quomm ofthe Twelve,
held st the house of Br. B.. C. Briggs, the
following resolution, présented - by Bros, -

Josizh Ells and John H::Lake, was unani-
mously adopted ;— Resolved, that we inform

\the First Presidency that. as.n Quorum we
I

are now prepared to assume the responsx—
bility of our “ealling.
T. W. 8mira, Clexk of Quorum.

C Moved by Flders R. Warnoclc and

Resolwé thaf the‘ Quoram of the ’I‘welve
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Apostles travel and labor'in the ministry
of the gospel, severally,as directed by that
Quorwyn, under the direction of the First
Presidency, according to the Revelations
of God. C(larried.

The President mentioned the reasons
why Br. A, H. Smith did not undertake
the Mission assigned him to California.
A letter from brethren Hervey Green,
Glaud Rodger, and others, requestmg
this Conference to send Br. A. H. Smith
to California was read.

Request of Br. J.'C. Foss, and others,
that Klder Thos. W. Smith be sent to
Maine, placed on file.

Resolution from Minutes of Canada
Conference read as follows ;—

Resolved, that we refer to the ensuing An-
nual Geneml Conferense the nature of the
Canada Mission, and the necessity of a
Conference and President for the same.

Moved by Elders W. H. Kelley and|
James McKiernan - that we entertain
the resolution. Carried. ~

Bro. W. H. Kelley made some re-
marks explanatory of the situation of
affairs in Canada, stating that some
were satisfied with the condition of
matters there,

Moved by Elders F. Reynolds and J.
Landers that the matter be referred to
a committes of three, to be appointed
by the Chair. Carried.

Elders John H. Lake, E. C. Briggs,
and.R. Davis, entered into some explan-
ation respectm« the Canada Mission;
after which, the President named Bros.
Noah Dutton, Robert Holt and Daniel
D. Babeock as committee to examme
the maiter.

Moved by Elders I. Reynolds and
C. G. Lanphear that those chosen mem-
bers of the Quorum of Seventy be now
ordained. Carried.

Elder Duncan Campbell was ordained

a President of the Quorum of Seventy,
under the hands of Klders J. Smith, .

C. Briggs, J. Ells, and J. W. Briggs;
the latter being spokesman.

Llder Robert Davis was ordained a
Seventy under the hands of Jason W,
Briggs, J. Ells, E. €. Briggs, and Jos.
Bmith; the latter being spokesman.

Elder J. H. Hansen was ordained a
Seventy, under the hands of Jason W.
Briggs, J. Smith, E. C. Briggs, and J. -
Blls;- the latter being spokeman.

Elder James MeKiernan was ordain-
ed a Seventy under the bands of Joseph
Smith, J. W. Briggs, J. Ells, and E. C.
Briggs; the latter being spokesman.

Elder J. C. Clapp was ordained a Sev-
enty under the hands of E. C. Briggs,
1J. Ells, J. W. Briggs, and J. Smith;
the latter being spokesman. , :

Moved by Blders E. Robinson and
Noah Dutton that Elder G. W. Brooks
be ordained a High Priest. Carried.

Brother Brooks was ordained under
the hands of J. Ellg, J. W. Briggs, J.
H. Lake, and I, Sheen; ; the latter be-
ing spokesman..

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS.

Moved by Klders J. C. Clapp and E.
Banta that we proceed to the regular
order of business. Carried. .

On motion of Elders. J. 8. Snively
and E. Banta, the following resolutions
were presented and laid on the table:

‘Résolved, That we believe the Holy
Seriptures which have been published by

the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of . -

Latter Day Saints, were translated by
Divine Inspiration.

Resolved, That we beheve that the Book
of Doctrme and Covensnts, from the com-
mencement of the preface to the end of the
appendix, is a Divinely Inspired Record. -

Letter from C. F. Burrows handed
to the President of the T'welve. .

Moved by Elders F. Reynolds and
J. C. Clapp, that the letter of Gilbert
Watson be referred to the Iaborer in
Wisconsin. - Carried. :

Moved by Elders J. W. Brxggs and
J. C. Clapp, that the following letter
from Br. James MeDiffite, of Iowa, be
referred to those who may have charge
of that distriet.

- #Chariton, Towa, Match 10 1878,

« Br. Joseph, —0n Saturday, the 8th, we
organized témporarily, with six members,A
and will be known as the Chariton Branch,
James MeDiffit, President.  We all united
under Br. Blalr g preaching in Wheeling,
West Virginia. We live four miles north
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of Chariton, on the New Braen road. We
would like & good Elder to come and stay
with us awhile. The Lord is manifesting
himself in power with us in hesling the
sick and preaching the word.

““ James MoDrrperm.”

On motion of Elders T. W. Smith
and C. (x. Lanphear, the following pre-
amble and resolution was adopted :

WheRrEss, there are but, three States in
the Southern Mission that are oceupied by
branches of the Churchj viz; Alabama,
Florida, and Texas; and Texas being sep-
arated from Alahama and Florida by two
whole States, making a larger field than a
traveling Elder can occupy. Therefore,beit

Resolved; that the Migsion which now
includes all the Southern States, be divid-
ed into at least two departments, one to be
known as the South-Eastern Mission,
bounded on the North by the Ohio river
and West Virginia and Pennsylvania;
South by Gulf of Mexico; Xast by the
Atlantic Ocean, and West by Mississippi
river, The other, bounded North by Mis-
souri and Kansas; South by the Gulf of
Mexico; Fast by the Mississippi river;
West by Mexico and Colorado Territory,

"to be called the South-Western Mission.

A request from the Séring Prairie
and Nauvoo Distriet was presented in
the following form:—

Resolved, that we petition the General
Conference to annex Clark and Scotland
Counties of Misscuri to the Spring Prairie
and Nauvoo Districts. Alro thata Bishop
be appointed for that place.

On motion of Elders J. MeKiernan
and J. H. Lake, the latter part of the
pebition was referred to the Bishop.
Carried.

A petition from . the Coon Creek
Branch, of Missouri, requesting to be
annexed to the St. Louis District was
presented, and on motion of Elders W.
W. Blair and F. Reynolds, the request
was granted and it was so ordered.

On motion of Elders K. Robinson
and Noah Dutton,

Resolved, that the General Church Re-
corder be required to present a monthly
account of the time employed on the re-
. cord, to the Bishop, who is hereby author-
ized to sudit the same, and pay snch amount
a8 he may find due the Recorder out of
Church funds not otherwise appropriated.

Pending the consideration of thls
resolution it was
Moved by Elders E. Banta and H.

| C. DBronson, that we now adjourn to

meet at 7 Py, Carried.

Elder D. H. Smith was appointed to
oceupy the stand in the evening.

Sung hymn 1083. Benedmtmn by
the President.

EVENING SESSION.

Opened the meeting by singing;
prayer by Elder I Sheen.

Elder David H. Smith addressed the
congregation,

Sung the March to Zion.

Adjourned until 9 A.m., Saturday.
Benedlcm{m by Elder I. Sheen.

SATURDAY, APRIL 12rm.
MORNING SESSION.

9 A.v. Sunghymn 31. Prayer by
Bishop I L. Rogers.

Minutes of previous day read, cor-
rected and approved..

Moved by Elders H. Banta and J.
Blls, that the resolution pending ad-
journment, day previous, be laid on the
table. Motion to table was lost.

A vote on the resolution was then
taken. Carried.

On motion of Llders J. Hansen and
W. W. Blair,—

Resolved, That when this Conference
adjourns, it does 80 to meet at or mear
Council Bluffs, on September 3rd, 1873.

The President presented requests
from Farm Creek and Galland’s Grove
for the Conference to be held at one of
those places.

The resolution was put to vote and
prevailed.

MISSIONS

The Quorum of the Twelve reported
concerning -the Huropean Mission, as
follows :-

#The Quornm of the Twelve, after full
consideration, have unanimously disap-
proved of the European publishing scheme,
proposed in the Minutes of the October
General Cotiference of said Mission. Alse
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that inview of all the mrcumstances, we|

nnammously réeommend "the relédse” of
Br. Forscutt from that Migsion; and that
Br; J. 8, Baiterson be ap;mmted and sis-
tamed as President of said Mission..

J. W. Briagh, Pres éf Quorum.”

-On motion of Elders J. W Brlggs
and J. H. Lake,—

Resolved, That in view’ of the prabable
failure of estabhshmg the proposed Puh-
lishing Department in England, and the
vepresentations and requests of Brethren
M. H. Forscutt and John 3. Pattérson, as
gpecified in their reports, it ig hereby.de-
clared to be the opinion of this Conference
that Br. M. H. Forscutt should be honor-
ably released from said Mission, and he

_be appointed to labor under the -direction
of the First Presidency of the Church and
the Quorum of the Twelve, .

Moved by Elders I. Sheen and L.
Robinson, that we strike out all but
that part re]atinc’ to Publishing Depart-
ment. Ca.rned

Moved by Eider I. Sheen and E.
Robinson, that we reconsider the mo-
tion to strike out. Carried. B

Moved. by Elders E. Robinson and I.
Sheen, that we amend the resolution
by striking out the words, “the Quorum
of the Twelve.” Carried.

The original resolution was then
adopted as amended. .

On motion of Elders J. W. Bmggs
and J. H. Lake— o

" Resolved, That when Br. \1 M. Forseutt
returns to Amenca, pursuant to resolution
of this Conference, that Br. J, 8, Patterson
bé appointed to succeed him in the charpge
of the Europaan Mission, unm otherwme
provxded Carried.

On niotion of Elders: D. D Babeock
and J. H. Lake~ " -

Resolved, That Schuyler Co., Migsouri,

be added with Clark and Scotland Counties )

to the String Prairie and Nauvoo Dzsmct
Carried.

Report of Comumnittes on Canada
Mission was read as follows:—

“Upon examining the Herald reports of|

Conferences, we find that Canada forms
part of the Mission assigned to Elder E. C.
Briggs; and that mlsundersmndmgs have|.
arisen from’' the manner’ in which  the
words, “Candda Mission” have been ‘used.
Therefom,‘be it Resolved, that said terri:

JH. €. Bronson,

tory, known sion,’ Behence-
forth ki#ow 48 Canada sttrwt and ag
such'has no Hecessity for any Couference
save 8 _stmct C‘anference ' ‘

‘ }C’om,

CNoAH DUTTON,
. “Rosrrt Hovt,™
“Dawnzr D. Bascoor.”

On motion of Elders H "C. Bronson
and*A. White,~

That thereport'af Commlttee on Canada,
Mission be received and Committee dis-
charged Carrled

On motion of Elders C. 6. Lanphem:
and F. Reynolds, Blder Duncan Camp-
bell was released from the Presidency
of thé Canads Mission.

A request from Canida eoncermng
the races was presented, and on motion
jof Elder E: €. Briggs and J. Ells, i6
was reférred to the First Presidency,

Moved by Elders E. C. Briges and.
J. M. Hansen, that thé report of Com-
mittee on Canada Mlssu}n be adopted.
Carried. -

On motion of Elders \V&rnoek and‘
Wizom,—

Resolued, That the Quorum of Seventy
travel in the ministry and labor under the
direction of the traveling High Council,
according to-the law of God. Adopted.

Moved by Elders B. F. Durfee and
that Elder J. 8.
Snively be ordained a member of the
Quorum of Seventy. ‘Withdrawn,

- On motion of Elders Josiah Ells and
E. C. Br1ggs-——- o

Resolved, “That ‘the Quorum  of ngh
Priesta are’ sub;ect, to the Quorum of the
Twelve. .

Moved by Wlders d. Sheen alld H.
C. Bronsgon, as ‘a substitute, the Sth
paragraph of section 104: Book of Cov—
enants, Which reads:—

“ngh Priests’ after the- order of ‘the
.| Melchisedec: Priesthood have & right to
officiate in their own standing, under the

dtrectmn of the Presidency, in administ-
ering spiritual things. Adopted

On motion of Elders E C.B
and fosxah Ells i

Reseived That High Prlest,s, when travel-
ing in. the mlmatry, are subject te the
direction of the traveling High‘ Couneil:

Elder E. C. Briggs read ‘from Book

’ ﬁggs
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of Govenants, section” 107, paragmph

C A

“ And” agam T give “unto* you Don O
Smith to be & premdent over a Quorum of
High Priests, which ordinance i instituted
for the purpose of qualifying those who
shall be appointed standing presidents or
servants over different stakes scattered|.
abroad, and théy may travel if they choose,
but rather be ordained for standing presi-
dents; this is the office of your mllangd
saith the Lord your God.”

Elder I. Sheen spoke in the nega

tive and read par. 13, sec. 89; Book of|

Covenants; ‘also pars. 30 and 12, sec-
tion 104.

Elder J. Ells called for the readmg
of par. 7, sec. 104. :

it was read as requested

Moved by Elders H. C. anson and
F. Reynolds, thet the vote on the ques-
tion be taken, . Adopted.

The resolution was then put to vote
and was carried.

APPOINTMENT OF MISSIONS BY THE
FIRST PRE"}IDENGY

J W Buggs——-—l\fhehlgan Indmna
(hio, Canada, Minnesota, Towa. -

J. Ells—Pennsylvama Virginia
Eastern Ohlo.

A H. Smlth—w]?aclﬁc Misgion and
Utah.

E. C Briggs-—-Michiga;n, Tndiana,
‘Western Ohio, Canada and Wlsconsm

J. H. Lake_Mlssoum, Towa, West-
ern Illmms

T. W. Smith-¢Eastern Mission, New
England States, New Jersey, New York
Nova Seotia, and New Brunswick.

W. H. Kelley—Mlnnesota ‘Wiscon-
sin, Mlc}ngan Indlana,, and Western
Ohio.

J. R. Lambert»—llhnoxs? Towa, and
Missouri.

"Moved by Klders Wm. H. Kelley
and 1. Sheen, that the appointments be
sustained by the Conference. Adopted.

‘Moved by Elders E. C. Briggs and
P. 8. Wizon:, that Elder N. Dutton la-
bor in Michigan and Indiana, under the
direction of presiding officer. Adopted.

\Ioved by H. A. Stebbms ‘and
0.P ."Dunham, that I Elder J.'S. Shnive-
Iy be : Inued in his Mission'in Cana-
da, subject to ‘the direction of those bl
charge of Mission. Adopted. = .

Moved by Elders T. W. Smith snd
R. Davis, that Elder G. T. Chute labor
in Eastern Mission, subject to Elder in
chiarge. Adopﬁed :

On motion of Elders R. Wmnoc}:
and J. S. Snively, President J. Smith
was requested to preach in the evening.
Adjourned unt1l 2p.M.  Sung hymn
182.  Benediction by the President.

AFTERN OON AESBION,

2 PML Sung hymn 109. Player
| by Bider J. C. Clapp.

Xlder W. W. Blair in the chair.

"Moved by Elders J. H. Take and J.
Ells, that Elder Nicholas Stamm be
contlnued in his Mission to Pella, Iowa,

and vieinity. - Carried.

 Tre appoe?efmewts by the Q;éort{ﬁa of
the Twelve and sustained by the Con-
ference, were as follows :— :

" Moved by Elders J. W. Busrgs and
J. Blls, that Elder J. W. Gillen Inbor
under the direction Of' Elder A. H.
Smith,

Moved by Elders E. 0. Brig gs and
J. H. Lake, that Elder. Glaud Radc"er
Izbor under the dzrectlon of A.. H
Smith.

Moved by Elders J. Llls and J. W.
Briggs, that Elder J. C. Clapp labor
as President of South-Eastern Mission,
and preach in Southren Tlinois, under
direction of J. R. Lambert. ‘

On motion of Elders J. Ells and J.
H. Lake, Elder J. H. Hansen, ‘was
appomted to labor in Northern Illmms
and ‘Wisconsin. :

-On motion of Elders E. C. Briggs
and 1. L. Rogers, Elder R. Davis ‘was
appointed to labor under the direction
of K, C. Briggs. - -

On motion, of Elders J. Ells and B.
C Briggs; Elder J. C. Foss, was ap-
pointéd to labor in Eastern Mission,
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under direction the Presiding Officer.

On motion of Elders J. Ells and T.
‘W. Bmith, Elder Joseph Liakeman was
appointed to labor in Eastern Mission
under the direction of the Presiding
Officer.

On motion of Elders E. C. Briggs
and J. Ells, B. V. Springer was appoin-
ted to labor in South-Kastern Indiana
and Kentucky.

On mz}mon of Elders T. W. Smith
and J. Ells, Davis H. Bays wasappointed
a Mission to Texas and New Mexico,
and Lewis Middleton to labor with
him.

Moved by Elders J. Ells and J.
McKiernan that Elder T, Reynolds
labor under the direction of Klder J.
H. Lake.

On motion of Elders K. C. Briggs
and J. Ells, that Elder E. (. Brand
labor in Kansas, Hastern Nebraska,
‘Western Towa, and Northern Missouri.

On motion of Kiders J. Ells and E.
(. Briggs, that Elder Duncan Camp-
bell labor under the direction of Elder
E. C. Briggs.

On motion of Elders J. Smith and
T. W. Smith that L. F. West labor in
. South-Eastern Mission, under Elder J.

C. Clapp.
© On motion of Blders J. W. Briggs
and 0. P. Dunham, Elder 8. H. Gurley
was appointed to labor in Wisconsin,
and Northern Illinois. © Adopted.

Hider J. H. Hansen asked which
party a Mission was responsible to in a
field of labor, the President of District,
or the one who has the Mission in
charge.

Elder J. W. Briggs suggested that
it be referred to the evening lecture, to
be given by the President. Adopted

Resolution of High Priests Quorum
read as follows :—

Resolved that we, the Quorum of ngh
Priests, after a congideration of the mat-
. ter, respectfully represent that we cannot
- understand the law of God as placing the
- High Priests when abroad under the direc-
tion of the Twelve, but always under the

direction of Presidency of the Church.
We,. therefore, respectfully ask the Con-

ference to reconsider and rescind the
resolution passed this day upon this sub

jeet.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
Isaac Surex, President.
E. Borinsox, Asst., Sec.

Note:—Tha above passed the Quorum
by an unabimous vote.

Tsaac Suexy,

Plano, I1., April 12, 1873.

- The following request was also pre-
sented by the High Priests’ Quorum,
To the President and General Conference:

We would respectfully represent that at -
2 meeting of the High Priests’ Quorum
held this P. M., the following resolution
passed unaminously.

Resolved, that Br. Blair be requested to
state to the Conference whether Br. Lorin
Babbitt was exonerated from censure at
the investigation of his ease at St. Joseph
Mo., in January, 1878.

All of which ig respectfully submitted.

© Isaac SHEEN, President.
E. Roninson, Asst., Sec.

Plano; IIL, April 12th, 1873,

In answer to the fmegomg requevt :
Br. Blair stated that Br. Babbitt was
exonerated in full ;’ no grounds what-
ever being found for the charges made
against him.

Motion of Elders I. Sheen and A.
H. Smith, that Br, Blair’s statement
be placed on record. Adopted.

On motion of Elders J. . Hansen
and T. W. Smith.

Resolved, that the resolution respeciing
the High Priests when traveling in the
ministry, offered by the High Priests’ -
Quorum,be laid on the table. Adopted.

On motion of Xlderg Thomas Revel
and P. 8. Wixom,—

Resolved, That Blder James ’\I(:Klern&n
accompany Elder A. H. Smith, on his Mis-
sion, if practicable. Adopted.'

On motion of Elders J, Ells and J.
H. Lake, Resolved that Elder (. G.
Lanphea1 labor in New York ‘and
Pennsylvania. Adopted.

On motion of Elders J. Ells and E.
C. Briggs, Resolved that Elder Gilbert
Watsen labor in Wisconsin, under
direction of Elder in charge. Adopted

On motion of Elders J. W. Briggs
and . C. Briggs, that Elder Damel B.
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Rasey labor in Outagamie Co., Wis-
consin.  Adopted.

On motion of Elders J. W. Briggs
and K. O. Briggs, that Elder Reuben
Newkirk labor in Northern Illinois and
Wisconsin.  Adopted.

Elder J. W. Drigegs made inquiry
respecting  Br. Hiram P. Brown.
Auswered from the chair.

On motion of Hlders J. Ells and P.
H. Wixom,—

Resolved, That brethren who have re-
ceived appointments and Missions from
this Couference, are, by virtue of such ap-
pointment, released from all former Mis-
sions. Adopied

On_ motion of Klders 1. Sheen and
W, Aldrich, resolved that Elder D.
P. Young be ordained a High Priest.
Adopted. .

Elder J. C. Clapp spoke in favor of|g
this ordination.

On motion of Hlders J. Ells and I
Sheen -

Resolved, That this Conference accept
and sustain Elder Jeseph Smith as Presi-
dent of the High Priesthooed of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, by
virtue of which office he is Prophet, Seer,
and RBevelator 1o the Church. Carried
unanimously.

On motion of Flders ¥. Banta and
J. C. Clapp, resolved that we sustain
Elder Isanc Sheen ag President of the
High Priests’ Quorum. Adepted nnani-
mously

On wotion of I. L. Rogers and B.
Robinson, resolved that Joseph Par-
song be sustained zs Counselor of the
President of High Priests’ (Quorum.
 Adopted.

On motion of J. H. Hansen and E.
(. Briggs, resolved that we sustain
Elder (. G. Lanphear as President of
the Quorum of Seventy. Carried.

On motion, resolved that Elder K.
Banta be sustained as President of the
First Quorom of Elders. Carried.

On motion of Hlders J. Mc¢Kiernan
and K. C. Briggs, vesolved that Elder
Jobn 8. Patterson be sustained as
Counselor of the President of the First
Quorum of Elders. Adopted.

On motion of Elders W. W. Blair
and J. MecKiernan, resolved that Br.
I. L. Rogers be sustained as Presiding
Bishop of the Church. Adopted.

On motion of Elders John H. Lake
and D. H. Smith, resolved that Hlder
Phineas Cadwell be sustained as Coun-
selor of the President of the Second
Quorum of Elders. Adopted.

On motion of Klders B. F. Durfee
and James McKiernan, resolved that
Elder Henry Goodcell, Junior, be sus-
tained as Church Seeretary. Adopted.

Elders B. Banta and [ Bheen moved,
that 1. D. Rogers be sustained as
President of Deacons’ Quorun. Lost.

On motion of Elders J. 8. Snively
and J IH. Lake—

Resolved, That we hereby tender a vote
of thanks to the eitizens of Plano, and of -
Bandwich, for their hospltah!y extended
to the bleihren during this session of Con-

ferense. Adopted.

On motion of Elders W. W. Blair
and D. H. Smith, it was resolved that
Elder Charles Derry be hereby request-
ed to labor in Nebraska and Western
lowa, as his circumstances may permit.
l&doptcd

On motien of Elders J. W. Briggs
and J. Ells, it was resolved that John
1. Davies be sustained in his mission
to Wales.  Adopted.

One.motion of Hlders J. W. Briggs
and J. Ells, it was resclved that Br.
Avondet be sustained as Missionary to
Hwitzerland.  Adopted.

On motion of )}‘Hders W. W, Blair
and T. W. Smith, it was resolved that
Br. Ursenbach be sustained in his Mis-
sion to Switzerland. Adopted.

On motion of Bro. I 1. Rogers and
J. Buively, it was resclved that Br. 1.
L. Bear be sustained in his Mission to
Switzerland.  Adopted.

On motion of Elders J. H. Lake and
J. McKiernan, it was resolved that we
gustain E. Banta, I. L. Rogers, D.
Dancer, J. Seott, and Joseph Smith, as
the Board of Publication. Adopted.

On motion of Hlders J. Bils and J.
W. Briggs, it was resolyed, that ali
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Missions not otherwise provided for, be
continued and sustained. Adopted.

On motion of Elders J. . Clapp and
D. D. Babcock, it was resolved that we
sustain Kider I. Sheen, as Church
Libarian, Adopted.

Br. D. P. Young was ordained a
High Priest under the hands of Elders
I. Bheen and E. C. Briggs; I. Sheen
being spokesman,

On motion of Hlders J. Ells and T.
W. Smith, resolved that the minutes
of this Conference be published in
pamphlet form for distribution and
sale.

As a gubstitute, it was moved by B.
Banta and I. L. Rogers, that the
mirrutes of this Conference be printed
as a supplement to the fHerald and sent
te the subseribers free.  Adopted.

The President appointed Klders W.
W. Blair and W. H. Kelley to oceupy
the stand on Sunday morning, Hlders
I. Sheen and E. Robinson to have
charge of the fellowship mecting in
the afternoon; and Flders J. W.
Briggs and Duucan Campbell to take
charge in the evening.

Moved by Elders I. Sheen and D.
H. Smith, that we have a social meet-
h’}gdin the afternoon of Sunday. Car-
ried.

On motion of Elder J. Hils and C.
&. Lanphear, adjourned until 7 Py,

Sung hymn 108. Benediction by
the President,

EVENING SESSION.

Sung hymn 1114. Prayer by Eider
J. R. Lambert. Hymn 473 was sung.

President J. Smith addressed the
Conference on the subject of Church
Government. The house was crowded
and good attention paid. The audience
was edified and instructed. -

The name of Samuel M. Howe was
presented for membership on original
baptism.

- ‘Moved by Elders J. 8. Snively and
d. Ells, that he be accepted. Carried.

Motion to adjourn until 10 A.M. to-

morrow. Adopted.

Sung hymn 179.
Elder J. R. Lambert.

Benediction by

SUNDAY, APRIL 1357w
MORNING SESSION.

Opened meeting by singing the sec-
ond hywn. Prayer by Elder J. Lan-
ders. A chapter was read by Elder
W. W. Blair. After which the 47th
hymn was sung.

Preaching by Elder Wm. H. Kelley,

Bro. W. W. Blair announced that
baptisms would by attended to at ome
o’clock.

On motion of Elder E. Banta, ad-
journed until 2:30.p.M.

Sung 213th hymn, Benediction by
Elder W. W. Blair. '

AFTERNOON SESSION.

2:30 p.m.—Elders 1. Sheen and B.
Rebinson took charge of meeting.

Opened by singing and prayer. The
Saints were blessed in bearing testimo-
ay to the work. The gift of prophecy
was manifest, and the brethren were
built up and encouraged.

EVENING SESSION.

7 ».s.—Meecting opened by singing
the 141st hymn. Prayer by Elder J.
H. Lake. Hymn 116 was sung.

Elder J. W. Briggs spoke to a large
audience, on the subject of the two
mysteries,—that of Godliness, and that
of iniquity:

Moved that we adjourn. Carried.

Sung the hymn, commencing:

“When shall we all meet again "

Benediction by Elder W. W. Blair.
JOSEPH SMITH, Prus.
W. H. Kerrey, Secrefary.
Arvex: H, Surrh, } s
Donoan CAMPBELL ’

[We are quite lonesome since the brethren
who attended Conference left for their
fields of laber. They left us in pesce,
and they carry with them our warmest
aspirations for their success, A nobler
company of co-workers never assembled
together; as one of the brethrenremark.-
ed, I never saw such a company, earn-
est and able, but so huymble.”}-—Ep.
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