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THE NARROW WAY. charging him with falsehood to say that 

T 
"d . --

1
-

1 
we can fulfill all righteousness without 

HE 1 ea is preva ent among peop e . . . . . 
h " t b Oh · t" h t b baptism. If baptism 1s not essential, it 

\V o proiess o e r1s rnns, t a , ap-
t . · t" 1 t 1 t" d was an act of folly for Jerusalem, and ism is not essen rn o sa va ·10n, an . 
th t b th I "th all Judea, and all the re.g1on round a a person can o ey e gospe w1 - . 

b · b · d Th" d t . . about Jordan, to be baptized by John out erng apt1ze . IS oc rrne IS h B . 
t e apt1st. 

often taught by men who are errone- Wh N' d 
. . en ico emus came to Jesus by 

?u~ly called mmisters. of the gospel, and night, the indispensable necessity of 
it is one of the doetrmesofmanyofthe baptism was the first subject which 
churches of the present day, but it is Jesus expounded. The doctrines which 
an unscriptural and anti-ehristian doc- he taught_ is shamefully misrepresen~ed 
trine. If baptism by water could be b:f ma1;1y mterpolato:·s on the. doctrme 

. 
1 

. h . of Christ. Jesus said unto Nicodemus, 
non-essent1a m any case, w y was It "E t b b . h . . xcep a man e orn agam, e can• 
essential that even Jesus, the immacu- not see the kingdom of God."-John 
late Son of God, should be baptized? iii. 3. 

If any person could "fulfill all righteous- These interpolators will zealously and 
ness" without being baptized, he could. elabo.rately ~ontend .that. a man must 
Although he was without sin, "neither be h?rn agam, but if Nicodemus had 

. . . ,, enqmred of them how a man can 
w.as gmle _found m. his mouth, y:t he be born again, he would have 
did not, hke self-righteous and smful remained in ignorance of the 
people in our day say that he could be first principles of the doctrine of 
sufficiently righteous without baptism. Christ. They hve sought out plans 

H of their own to answer this all-import-
e came t t' Th . l d' "fi a· . . an ques 10n. e1r p ans are 1vers1 e , 
"Fro~ Galilee .to Jordan unto John, to but they agree on one point viz.: to set 

be baptized of him. But John forbade 'd th h' h J ' ., d 
him, !laying, I have need to be baptized asi e e answer W 1~ ~sus ga~e?, an 
of thee, and comest thou to me? And to answer the question m then'_ .own 
Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer way. We prefer the answer of Jesus, 
it to be so now: for thus it becometh to the wied.om of men. We have suffi-

. Ufl to fulfi~l a!f righteo.~~ness. Then he cient faith in him to make us believe 
&il."!Jfered him. -Matt. m. 13-15. th t h' Id t t h ft . . a e wou no eac a super ous, 

John would have made an exception or unimportant, or non-essential doc.. 
only in this case, but even Jesus could trine. His paramount love for the 
not fulfill all righteousness without children of men would not suffer him 
baptism. Jesus taught that this ordi- to give an unimportant answer to a 

. . ruler of the Jews who came to. bim to 
nance was essential unto him, and unto. e n · wh t he sh ld d t b' d n"'ture a · ou o o e save . 
all, when he said, "thus it becometh His answer must be the most pertinent 
us to fulfill all righteousness." It is that Infinite Wisdom could present. 
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It must be easy to understand, for it is 
an explanation of his declaration that 
"except a man be born again, he can 
not see the kingdom of God." The 
emphatic explanation is, 

"Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except 
11 man l;e born of water, and of the Spirit, 
h.e can not enter into the kingdom of God." 
-John iii. 5. 

That Jes us intended to impress upon 
these words the utmost importance is 
further evident from the fact that he 
introduces this, and also the preceding 
answer by saying, "verily, verily." 

of Spirit, and o.f the Spirit he 
cannot ent{3r into the kingdom of 
God. 'l'here is no possibility, wit!: 
the least degree of propriety, of 
making ·water, mean ·anything but 
water in this senten.ce. ·when J esns 
spoke figuratively he presented as much 
evidenc!') of the fact. as we do in the 
use of such language. When he con­
versed with the woman of Samaria, 111 

Jacob's well, he said, 
"Whosoever drinketh of this water shall 

thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of 
the water which I shall give him, shall 
never thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him, shall be in him a well of wator 
springing up into everlasting life."-Jobn 
iv. 13, 14. 

Although the woman did not imme­
diately understand him; yet, by his in­
structions on that occasion, which to 
those who "hunger and thirst after 
righteousness," would be like cold 
water to a thirsty soul, he made mani· 
fest what he meant. 

Annexed to the instructions of J esUl! 
unto Nicodemus, it is written that 

He thereby invites particular atten­
tion to his answer. Notwithstanding 
!ill these impressive facts, the answer 
of Jesus is treated with contempt by 
many who say that they are his disci­
ples and his ministers. If a person 
enquires of them what they shall do to 
be saved they will never quote these 
words of Jesus. They will not say, 
"verily, verily, I say unto thee, except 
a man be born of water, and of the 
Spirit he can not enter into the king­
dom of God," but they may tell him to 
oome to the anxious seat, or the mourn- "After these things came Jesus and hh! 

• b h d ]' · disciples into the land of Judea; and there 
ers enc an - get' re ig10n, or to come he tarried with them and baptized. Anci 
and be prayed for. They may tell him John was also baptizing in ..!Enon, uear tc; 
that he must be born again, or he can Salim, because there was much water 
not see the kingdom, or he can not there."-John iii. 22-23. 

enter the kingdom of God-that he From these· statements we learn 
must be born of the Spirit. '.l'hey skip Jesus and.his disciples baptized while 
around the first act which Jes us de- John also continued to baptize. Bap­
elared with an emphatic style-'-with a tism by water was therefore one of the 
"verily, verily," that it must be done. doctrines of Christ, from the com­
Instead of telling a man that he must mencement of his ministrations. It wa.~ 
··tie born of water," they will most also a prominent part of the last com­
likely tell him that he can be baptized mission which he gave unto his apostles 
or not. It makes no difference. It is after his resurrection. · 
all the same. It is not esstntial. If "He said unto them, go ye into all the 
Jesus did not mean water when he world, and preach the gospel to every 
spoke of water, he did not mean Spirit creature. He that believeth and i~ bap· 
when he spoke of the Spirit. We can tized, shall be saved; but he that behevetb 
not make one part of the sentence' not, shall be damned."~i\fark xvL 15, 16. 

figurative and not the other part. If we can be saved without baptism, 
Water, can not mean Spirit. Such an uninspired teachers know more about 
mterprctation would make the sentence the goRpel of Christ than Christ 
ridieulou8. We would then have to did. If salvation can be obtained 
read it thus: except a man be born without it, would he not have said so, 
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on that important occasion. He was1·the same time, Jesus also said,, unto 
then communicating unto them the them, 
laws of adoption into the kingdom of "Ye shall receive power, after that. the 
God. and the plan of salvation. It was Holy Ghost. is come upon ·you; and ye shall 
the reat ro~lamation-the gospel of be w.itnesses unto me, both in_ Jerusalem, 

g_ P · . . b alJd mall Judea, and m Samaria, and unto 
the krngdom of God w h1ch was to e the uttermost part of the earth. "-Acts i. 8. 
preached in all the world an~ LO every W ~ arc also informed that on the 
ueat1~ro. The eternal destrny of ap day of Pentecost, they were ail filled 
man~rnd was to _be .dependen~ on their with the Holy Ghost. 'I'hey were 
o-bed:ence or :eJect10n of this gospel. therefore fully quaiified and authorized 
Can it. be p;issible that t~ere can be an~ by the inspi~ation of the Holy Ghost 
?ef'ec~ or m1sreprcsci:it~t10n or ~alsehooa. to teach mankind what they must do to 
m this great .comm1ss;on? Did ~ estts be saved. Whosoever preacheth con­
say that "he chat beheveth and is not t t h t they preached on this 
L • d , ll b d?" nTh · h rary o w a 
oaptize siia · e save · n ° 18 e subject is guilty of that sin which Paul 
that dares to add to, or ta:ke from the d 1. t d h h ·a 
G l f. Ch . t 7 H th t d th e rnea e w en e sa1 , oirpe o ns , e a· oe any 
ef t,hese things is not a believer in '"l'hough we or an angel from heaven, 
Clll•ist. If he that believeth and is not preach any other gospel unto you, let him 

' be accursed. As we said b&fore, so say I 
l<laptized can be saved, why may not he now again, if any man preach any orher 
that believeth not be saved? gospel unto you than that ye have received, 

'.Che apostles did not fulfill their let him be accursed."-Gal. i. 8, 9. 
miiision in this way. On the day oi If the gospel should at any time 'De 
Pentecost they commenced their work preached in plainness and simplicity it 
as Jesus had commanded them. On was when the earnest enquiry was 
that.day, Peter preached to the multi- made of the apostles-when thousanlis 
tude who had collected together from of enquirers were anxious to know 
various nations, concerning Jesus and what they should do to be saved. Tlae 
his resurrection. reply of Peter was, 

"When they heard this, they were prick­
ed in their heart, and said unto Peter and 
to the rest of the apostles, men and breth­
ren what.shall we do?"-Acts ii. 37. 

"Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost."-Acts ii. 38. 

The gospel is very different frum the 
A question of greater importance doctrine which is c'tlled the gospel and 

eould not have been asked. The which is preached in our day. Peter 
answer must have been the most ap- did not set aside baptism. He did noi 
propriate imagin~ble. . Becaus~ the tell them that bapt.ism was not essential. 
apostles were qualified m the highest His strict command that every one of 
tlegree to give the most appropriate them should repent and be baptized, 
answer. Just before Jes~s ascended to. presented the subject of baptism before 
heaven, h1., commanded hrs apostles them as an indispensable duty. It was 

"That they should not depart from 
Jerusalem, but wait for the promise ef the 
Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of 
me. For John truly baptized with water; 
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost not many days hence."-Acts i. 4, 5. 

This commandm,mt they had obeyed 
and they had been baptized with the 
Holy Ghost as Jesus promised At 

the duty of every one, first to repent 
and then to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins. 
'fhere was no anxious seat, nor mourn 
ers' bench, nor six months' probation for 
these 3,000 converts. These are inven­
tions of men who "pervert the gospel 
of Christ," and lead enquiring souls 
away from it, disregarding the inspira 
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tion of the apostle Peter and the Divine·! every one of you in the name of Josu. 
Illumination which was manifested on Christ for the remission of sins." 
that occasion. If a remission of sins can be obtained 

"They that gladly received his word, without baptism, or before being ha}>' 
were baptized: and the same day there tized, with what propriety did Petet 
were added unto them about 3,000 souls." command them to be baptized for that 
-Acts ii. 41. purpose? If the doctrine of the Bap. 

The law of adoption into the Church tists be correct, he would have told 
of Jesus Christ is unchangeable. them to obtain a remission of their sim 

Whosoever obeys the gospel of Jesus by faith in the atonement . of Christ, 
Christ must first believe in him. "He and afterward to be baptizt;>d. If 11 

that believeth and is baptized shall be remission of sins can be obtained by 
saved," saith the Savior. Faith in unbaptized persons praying for it or 
God is the first principle in the gospel. being prayed for by others, the com­
Paul said, mandment through Peter was a perver­

"Without faith it is impossible to please 
Elim: for he that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a reward­
er of them that diligently seek him."­
Heb. xi. 6. 

He must believe these things before 
b.e comes to God. He can not repent 
of his sins unless he first believes that 
b.e has sinned. He can not believe 
that he has sinned unless he believes 
that there is a God whc.. has given a 
law to man. Faith in God and in his 
Son Jesus Christ must precede repent­
ince. .When Peter commanded his 
audience to repent and be baptized, they 
b.ad already believed. He had preach­
ed Christ unto them as a crucified 
Redeemer and risen Savior, and they 
believed what he had preached and 
under the impulse of that belief they 
said, "men and brethren, what shall we 
do?" Repentance was therefore the 
next thing required of them. Repent. 
ance is required before baptisin. When 
John the Baptist 

sion of the gospel. When. Ananias 
was sent by a divine command unto 
Saul, to tell him what he should do to 
be saved, he said, 

"Now, w.hy tarriest thou? arise, and be 
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling 
on the name of the Lord."-Acts xxii. 16. 

This is not the doctrine which is 
commonly preached in our day. The 
washing away of sins by baptism is 11 

doctrine which is ridiculed and misre. 
presented by many so-called Christians. 
What virtue, say they, can there be in 
water to wash away sins? The virtue 
is in obeying the commandment of God. 
It is an ordinance of divine appoint­
ment. To God belongs the right to 
make known unto us how his blessings 
shall be bestowed upon us. Those who 
contend against this divine ordinance 
manifest their folly much more than 
Naaman the Syrian, when Elisha 
directed him to go and was·h in Jordan 
seven times, that he might be healed of 
his leprosy. Naaman said, 

"Saw many of the Pharisees and Saddu- "Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
cees come to his bu.ptism, he said unto I Damasc\ls, bett.er than a.11 the waters of 
them O generation of vipers who hath Israel? l\Iay I not wash .m them and be 
warn~d y,m to flee from th~ wrath to clean?"-2 Kings v. 12. 
coJne? Bring forth fruits meet for repent- It was the leprosy of the body which 
ance."-Mat. iii. 7, 8. Naaman the Syrian desired to be 

Baptism is for the remission of sins .. divested of, but he refused to submit 
Many suppose that it is an ordinance to the simple remedy which was 
which may be attended to after our provided for him, until his servant 
sins are remitted. Peter did not say came to him and said, 
so. He said, ''repent, and be baptized '.'My father, if the proph-et had bi<' lh""' 
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do some great thing, h'Onldst thou not. 
have done it? How much rather then, 
when he saith to thee, wash and be clean. 
Th~n went he clo'wn, and dipped himself 
seven times in J ordiin, according to the 
oaying of the man of God, and his flesh 
uame iigain like unto the flesh of a little 
child, aud he was clean."~2 Kings v. 
l3, 14. 

is sometimes raised against this doc­
trine by quoting Rev. i. 5, where John, 
speaking of Jesus, says, · 

"Unto him that hath loved us, and 
washed us in His blood." 

The objector says, "If we are washed 
from our sins by the blood of Christ, it 
is not by baptism that they are washed 

It is the leprosy of the soul, and the away." We reply that Christ's atoning 
remedy which God hath ordained for blood is the foundation of the whole 
it, that we desire to call attention to. subject, but his atonement does no! 
By thi11 narrative concerning Naaman wash away the sins of those who do not 
we may learn this important fact, that keep His commandments and who re. 
God bestows his blessings on his own ject the testimony of His apostleE 
terms, and will not be dictated to by Peter said, 
ahort-sighted mortals. If we comply "Him hath God exalted with His right 
with the conditions on which his hand, to be a Prince and a Savior, for to 
blessings are offered unto us, he will give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness 
fulfill his promises, but we can not of sins, and we are his witnesses of these 
change his inevitable decroos by our things. "-Acts v. 31, 32. 
obstinacy. vVhen Jesus commanded To reject what Christ's witnesses 
the man who. had a withered hand, taught, is to reject him. Jesus said, 
spoken of in l\Iat. xii., to stretch forth "Ye are my friends, if ye do whatso­
his hand, if he had not obeyed the e>er I command you." The blood of 
command, would he have been healed? Christ hath not washed them from 
When Jesus anointed the eyes of a their sins who refuse to be baptized for 
blind man and said unto him. "Go and the remission of sins, and bapti~m for 
wash in the pool of Siloa~," if the the remission of sins would be of no 
blind man had disobeyed the Savior, avail, ir Jesus had not made atone. 
would he have received his sight? ment for sin. Another objection is, 
When Moses lifted up the serpent in that Jesus forgave the sins of some who 
the wilderness, that they might look were not oaptized. He said unto a 
upon it. who had been bitten with the man who was siek of the palsy, "Thy 
fiery serpents, would they have been sins be forgiven thee" In reply, we 
healed if they had not looked upon it? say that it is not shown whether the 
These were special commandments for man had or had not been baptized. He 
special purposes, and if the people to might have been baptized by ,T ohn. 
whom they were given had been diso-1 If he had not, his case was only an ex­
bedient, they would have forfeited the ception to an established law, which 
blessings which were promised only on was made so by the authority of Jesus 
those conditions. Baptism is spoken of Christ, who is the lawgiver. This case 
by Isaiah, (iv. 3, 4,) where he says, furnishes no excuse for any to reject 

"He that remaineth in Jerusalem shall baptism for the remission of sins. Sueh 
l)e called holy, even every one that i8 excuses are not sanctioned in the Bible. 
written among the living in .Jerusalem, The Pharisees and lawyers were not 
when Che Lorcl shall have washed away justified in excusing themselves from 
llie tilth :if the daughters of Zion." being baptized of John; but they 

The time which is here spoken of is "Rejected the counsel of God against 
yet in the future, for holiness has never themselves, not being baptized of him."­
eharacterized every one in Jerusalem at Luke vii. 30. 
q,;:rv time since that day. An objection '!'he baptism of the Holy Ghost fol-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



THE NARROW WAY. 

lows baptism for the r~mission of sins· 
John the Baptist said, 

"l indeed baptize you with water unto 
repentance; but he that cometh after me 
is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not 
worthy to bear: he shall baptize you wilh 
the Holy Ghost, and with fire."-John 
iii. 11. 

John understood that baptism by 
water preceded the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, and that he was only authorized 
to baptize with water. Jesus held the 
authority to baptize with the Holy 
Ghost, and to ordain others to that 
authority. It was after Jesus was 
baptized that the Holy Ghost descended 
and remained on him. As Jesus had 
said that the apostles should be wit­
nesses unto him, first in Jerusalem, it is 
necessary that we should understand 
what the testimony of Peter was on that 
occasion. When the multitude came 

The Spirit produced the same· effect on 
those who received it at that time, as ii 
will in that day when it will be poured 
out upon all flesh. Peter intended to 
show, that the work of the Spirit was 
the same in. those who received it in 
that day, as it will be upon all fleRh in 
the last days. This is further shown 
by the fact that he spoke of signs 
which are 'to be seen in that day, 
which were not seen in his day. In 
his quotation from Joel, he further 
said, 

"And on my servants and on my hand. 
maidens, I will pour out in those days of 
my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And 
I will shew wonders in heaven above, and 
in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and · 
vapor of smoke. The sun shall be turned 
into darkness, and the moon into blood, 
before that great and notable day of the 
Lord come."-Acts ii. 18-20, 

together who were Jews out of every I These events a:e therefore . to be 
nation they were confounded because cotemporaneous with the pourrng out 
that ~very man heard the apostles of the Spirit of God, upon all flesh, 
speak in his own language. and were to preced'e the great and 

notable day of the Lord. The baptism 
of th.e Holy Ghost which the apostles, 
and all the saints received in their day, 
"is that which was spoken by the 
prophet Joel," concerning all flesh, in 
the last days. It was the same bap­
tism wherewith all flesh will be bap­
tized. It was not confined to the 
apostles. It was for all to enjoy who 
would obey the gospel. It is a prom· 
inent part of the gospel, and is insepar­
able from it. On the day of Pentecost, 
Peter did not merely command the 

"Others mocking, said, these men are 
full of new wine. But Peter, said, ye 
men of Judea and all ye that dwell at 
Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and 
hearken to my words: For these are not 
drunken as ye suppose, seeing it is but the 
third hour of the day. But this is that 
which is spoken by the prophet Joel, and 
it shall come to pass in the last days, saith 
God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all 
ll.esh, and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, and your young men shall 
see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams."-Acts ii. 13-17. 

There are some people who say that I db b · d 
Peter intended that it should be under- peop e to repent an e aptize ' every 

one of them in the name of Jesus 
stood that this prophecy was entirely Christ for the remission of sins, but in 
fulfilled in that day, but this could not connection therewith he said, 
be, for the Spirit was not poured out 
upon all flesh in that day. The 3,000 "And ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 

Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and 
who were added to the church on that to your children, and to all that are afa: 
day, could not be called "all flesh." off, even as many as the Lord our God 
Peter said, "this is that which was shall call."-Acts ii. 38, 39. 
spoken by the prophet Joel." He evi- We discover that this promise was 
dently meant that the work vf the -;er-:; .:,ou::;;rehensive. It was a promise 
Spirit which was then mi>11y~&ted }1M 

1 
.tlJlt~ the people w?o were then assem· 

•]:,;J- w1!!::. """''.!.'."! ~,?"":~..i ':- ":'° """~·I rlc;a together, that1f they would repent 
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and be baptized for the remission of\ "The true Light which lighteth every 
sins, they might receive the gift of the :nan that cometh into the world."-Joh1 

Holy Ghost, even as the apostles had '" 
9
T· h" · t th "f°' f th H l 

· d · Th" · t ll If' p is is no e g1 " o e 0 ) ~ece1ve it. is is no a . eter Gh t If "t · th h "t 
had merely said, "the . promise is unto It .08

th. t 
1 18

' e;ill ev~ry t~an fasth
1 

" · h h d h h is a common 1 umma 10n o e 
vou, we mig t ave ~uppose t at t e S · 't " h" h l' ht th th t 

f k . d Id t · h pin , w lC 1g e every man a 
rest o man m cou no receive t e th · · t th Id" W'th t th' · I Gh b · come m o e wor . i ou Ii 
~1ft of the Hoy ost, ut he said, r ht th Id ld b fill d "th 
'the promise is unto you, and to your i~ I ' e wdor_ wf ou k~ d e .twi 
h Id d 11 h ,, ff" vio ence an srn o every m as 1 waa 

,1 1 ren, an to a t at are a1ar o , b fi tl fl d h k' d · ted · th L d G d e ore rn oo , w en man m reJeC 
;1ven as many as e or our o h S · 't f G d d th L d 'd h 11 11 " It t fi d t th t e pm o o , an e or sa1 
~ ad tcha ." h'ldwas no Tchon ~e 0.f em "my Spirit shall not always strive with 
~n eir c 1 ren. ere10re, 1 our ,, 'l'h th t I l d _. t th · h'ld 1 man. ose . a zea ous y en eavor 
rea,,ers are no eu c i ren, t iey are t k 11 th d t f G d 
not. excluded from receiving the gift of 0 eep a . e comm_a1'. i_nen ~ 0 o ' 
th H l Gh t Th · · "t have great Joy, but it is mfenor to the 

J
;th. 0t Y 0~ · ff e promise IS, 

0 joy of faithfol saints who have received 
a a are aiar o , even as many as h 'f f h H l Gh I 
t!>P- Lord our God shall call." This t e gi t 0 t e 0 Y os_t. t was 
. . . subsequent to the great JOY of the 
lJH\]udes every person m this age of the ·s 't th t th · d th H I 

Id fi th · , d d " ll aman ans a ey receive e o y wor , or ey are mc,u e among a Gh t 
t.hat are afar off," and are therefore 08 

· 
'.mly required to accept the terms, and "But when they believed Philip, preach-

ing the things concerning the kingdom o~ 
perform the duties on which this God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they 
promise is predicated. The apostolic were baptized both men and women. Then 
order by which the Holy Ghost was Simon himself believed also: and when he 
received after baptism, is taught in the was baptized, he continued with Philip, . 
New Testament. We will quote Acts and wondered, beholding the miracles and 

signs which were done. Now when the 
viii. 5-8 as an introduction to the sub- apostles which were at Jerusalem heard 
ject. that Samaria had received the word of 

"Philip Vl'.ent down to the city of Sama·· God, they sent unto them Peter and John: 
ria and preached Christ unto them. And Who, wben they were come down, prayed 
the people with one accord gave heed unto for them that they might receive the 
<nose things which Philip spake, hearing Holy Ghost: (For as yet he was fallen 
i>nd seeing the miracles which he did. For upon none of them: only they were 
unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) 
came .out of many that were ;possessed Then laid they their hands on them, and 
with them, and many taken with palsies, they received the Holy Ghost." 
and that were lame, were healed. And Now let it be distinctly understood 
there was great joy in that city." that when they "received the word of 

What was the cause of their joy? God" and when they were baptized, 
Had they received the Holy Ghost? they had not yet received the Holy 
There are many in our day who have Ghost. Therefore rec:eiving the word 
great joy in their religious devotions, of God, is not synonymous with re­
and suppose that their great joy is by ceiving the Holy Ghost. They re­
the gift of the Holy Ghost, and they ceived the word of God by giving heed 
would probably imagine that the great unto and believing those things which 
jc.y of the Samaritans was from the Philip preached, and they received the 
aame source, but in both cases they are Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands 
mistaken. 'I'hey had great joy because of Peter and John. 
t.hey "gave heed unto those things Thid is not the way that 'many pre-
which Philip spake." They gave tend that they receive the Holy Ghost, 
heed unto hnt it is the apostolic doctrine and 
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practice. It is the doctrine of the I not so much as heard whether there be an] 
N 'f t t It is the doctrine of Holy Ghost And he eaid unto them, C'! e~ amen · . . . unto what then were ye baptized? And 
Chnst, for he comn~iss10ned his apostle~, they said, unto John's baptism. Then said 
and sent them forth to preach !us Paul, John verily bs.ptized with the hap· 
Gospel and to be his witnesses in all tism of repentance, saying unto the people, 
the w~rld, and they understood how that they should b~lieve on. him whi~h. 
th H l Ghost was to be received. should come after him, that .1s, on Christ 

e 
0 Y , . Jesus. When they heard this, they were 

The schemes of men, b,r which they baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
pretend that they receive the Holy And when Paul had laid his hands upon 
Ghost are a delusion. Are the doc- them, the Holy G'host came on them; and 
trines' of uninspired men better than they spake with tongues, and prophesied." 

the doctrines which the aMie~t We perceive that these disciples 
apostles taught? Can men, by th~ir were baptized while they were ignorant 
own wisdom, know more about the gift of the design of baptism as a prepara­
of the Holy Ghost than Peter and John, tory work for the reception of the Holy 
who were sent by the apostles from Ghost. Therefore they were re-bap­
Jerusalem to Samaria, that the Sama- tized, and afterwards received the Holy 
ritans might receive the Holy Ghost Ghost when Paul laid his hands on 
by the laying on of their. h~nds? Was them. There was a regular order in 
it in consequence of their ignorance of adopting citizens into the kingdom of 
modern inventions, that they were not God. The accommodating and irregu­
acquainted with. an easier way for the I l'i'tr systems of the present ~day are very 
people to receive the H?IY Ghost? dissimilar! The power of godliness 
Even Simon the sorcerer did not deny was connected with the ordinances 
the fact that by the Ia1ing on of hands when they were administered in righ.­
the Holy Ghost was given. teousness by the authority of Jesus 

"And when Simon saw that through Christ. The same blessings and gift.a 
laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy of the gospel. are now best-0wed upon 
Ghost was given, he offered them money, the Reorgamzed Church of Jesus 
Saying, Give me also this power, that.on Christ of Latter Day Saints. To con­
whomsoever I l~y hands, .. ~e may receive vince the believing Jews that th;; 
the Holy Ghost. -Acts vm. 18, 16. G t'l · · ht b d tl I d en i es mig e save , ie ,or 

Acts xix. 1-6 has another explana- poured out the Holy Ghost upon 
tion of this doctrine as follows: Cornelius and his friends before they 

were baptizeh'!, but the strong prejudice11 
"Paul having passed through the upper I of the J ewla<rainst the Gentiles madf 

coasts, came to Ephesus; and fin<lmg . b, , h 
certain disciples, he said unto them, have it necessary. Th,'.t purpose was t er!l· 
ye received the Holy Ghost since ye be- by fulfilled. Then· case was an e.KCGJ'· . 

lieved? And they said unto him, we have tion for an extraordinary purpose. 
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