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THE INSPIRED TRANSLATION.
Dip Joseph Smith the Seer translate
and correct the Holy Scriptures?

The Utah Mormoa Church organ
says he did not; the Reorganized
Chureh declares he did. Which is

right? We shall see.

" The Daily Evening News, April 22d,
1881, in a lengthy editorial on “The
Revised Scriptures,” soon to be pub-
lished simultanecusly in Kurope and
America, says: “We believe it [King
James Translation] will retain its place
for a long time, and that among the
Latter Day Saints it will not be dis-
carded for any other version, until the
inspired translation or revision com-
menced by the Prophet Joseph Smith
shall have been completed, in a form
acceptable to the Almighty and suitable
for publication.” The editor further
says: “It is well known that Joseph
the Seer, under divine ipspiration went
through the whole volume of the ancient
Secriptures, re-translating. or revising
the text by inspiration, restering many
passages that had been expunged and
portions that had been lost. But this
important work was not fully ‘completed,
and it was his intention to giveita
careful examination, correcting all er-
rors that might have been made by
scribes or other inaccuracies that might

~

have occurred, and prepariffg it in such
a shape that it would be a standard for
the Church, before it should be pub.
lished w0 the world. The work not
being thus completed, its publication has
not yet been authorized from the proper
souree.” ‘

The italicised words in the foregoing
are made 80 by us to fix the attention of
the reader upon starements that are the
very contrary of the true facts in the
case, as we shall proceed to show by the
records.-

In June, 1830, two months after the
Church was organized, the Seer received
a revelation which the Lord had once
given to Moses relutive to the creation
of this world, the fall of man, redemp-
tion through Christ, the source and
mwanuer of Moses” information in regard
to the creation, the fall and redemption
of man; also the fact that his writings
would be corrupted, and that another,
like Moses, should be raised up through
whom his writings should “be had again

among the children of men, among as
many as shall believe.”

The concluding line of the revelation
makes it clear that Joseph the Seer was
the one through whom the original
writings of Mcses should be restored,
for it says to Joseph, “And now they
are spoken unto you. Amen.”

From this testimony we are authorized
to believe that God gave the writings
of Moses, in their purity and complete-
ness, through Joseph the Seer. This
revelation, may be found in the Times
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and Seasons,.vol. 3; Mill. Star, vol. 14,
(supplement), p. 33; Plano edicion of
Doc. and Cov., also p. 7 of “The Holy
Seriptures, translated and corrected by
Joseph Smith, Jr., the Seer.” Thus it
will be seen that at so early a time, the
heavens revealed the fact of an inspired
translation of the Scriptures, to be made
through Joseph the Seer, and through
ki alone.

We next hear of the forthcoming
translation, in a revelation given Decem-
ber, 1830, to Sidney Rigdon, through
Joseph the Seer. It reads: “And a
commandment I give unto thee, [Sidney
Rigdon], that thou shalt write for him;
[Joseph]; and the Scriptures shall be
given, even as they are'in wmine own
bosom, to the salvation of mine own
elect.”  Tlimes and Seasons,vol. 3 ; Mill.
Star,vol. 14, p. 50; Doe. and Cov.34: 5,

This revelation informs us, (1), that
“the Scriptures,” such as God would
have  translated through Jeseph the
Seer, should be given in purity; (2),
that Sidney Rigdon should be the Seer’s
seribe in writing them; and, (3), that
these “Scriptures” would be essential to
“the salvation” of Gods “elect.” Tt is
clearly implied also that the work of
Joseph and Sidney in this matter would
be a full and complete work as God
would have it.

It would seem that the work of trans-
lation began at once, for in this same
month, December, the translation * *
“had already commenced,” as Joseph
the Seer states in his history, in Z¥mes
and Seasons, and Mill. Star,vol. 14,p 51.
On page 66, Mill. Star, vol. 14, Joseph
says, “During the month of April, I
continued to translate the Seriptures as
time would allow;” and on page 83 he
says, (Oct , 1831), “I re-commenced the

translation of the Scriptures, in company

with Klder Rigdon, who had removed
to Hiram, to acs in his office of “cribe to
me.” " On page 114 he writes:” after
Oliver Cowdery and John Whikiner had
departed for Jackson county, Missouri,
I resumed the translation of the Serip-
tures, and continued to labor in this
branch of my calling. with Elder Sidney
Rigdon as my scribe.”  On page 116
we find a revelation 1o Joseph and Sid-
ney, dated January, 1832, saying,—¢1t
is expedient to confinue the work of
translation, until it be finished.” (See
also Doe. and Cov. 73 :2).

By this we see the Lord intended that
Joseph and Sidney should finish, and .
complete, she translation. On  page
164, Mill. Star, vol. 14; page 626,
Times and Seasons, vol. 5, the Seer
says,—] re-commenced the translation
of the Seriptures, and thus I spent most
of the summer,” (of 1832). On page
284, Mill. Star, vol. 14; Times and
Seasons, vol. 5, page 673, he says,—I
continued the translation, and minister-
ing to the Church, through the Fall.”
(of 1832). On page 360, Ml Siar,
vol. 14, he further says: “This winter
(1832-3) was spent in translating the .
Seriptures; in the School of the Proph-
ets; and sitting in conferences.” On
page 361 he says, “I completed the
translation and receiving of the New
Testament, on the 2d of February, 1833, -
and sealed it up, no more to be opened
till it arrived in Zion.” (See also Tmes
and Seasons, vol. b, page 723). This
item of history is importans as showing,
the very roverse of what the Utah lead
ers teach, that the Seer “completed” the
translation of the New Testament,” and
the “receiving of it,” and “sealed it up.”
But further: On page 376, M. Star,
vol. 14, he writes he was commanded to
not translate the Apoerypha. (See rev-
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elation, March 9th, 1833, Doe. and Cov.,
also Times and Seasons, vol: b, page
737). March 21st, 1833, he writes,—
“1t is not the will of the Lord to print
any.of the New Translation in the Star,
(Morning and Evening Star, Ed.), but
when it is published it will all go to the
world together, in a volume by itself;
(a8 the Reorganized Church has pub.
lished it. Hd.); and the New Testa-
ment and the Book of Mormon will be
printed together” (a work yet to be
dove. Kd). Mill. Star, vol. 14, page
" 422 Times and Seasons, vol. b, page 754.

And now, to close the historical tes-
timony of the Seer relative to the In-
gpired Translation, and to prove that he
finished and completed it in the manner
the Lord would have it done, we give
the following from a letter signed by
the then First Presidency of the Church,
Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon and F.
G. Williams, dated July 2d, 1833. They
say : “We this day finished the translating
of the seriptures, for which we returned
gratitude to our Heavenly Father.” * * *
“Having finished the translation of the
Bible, a few hours since” Mill. Star,
vol. 14, pages 451, 452; Times and
Seasons, vol. 6, page 802.

In the foregoing testimonies it is
clear that the Lord intended from the
first that Joseph the Secer, and he only,
should translate and correct the Scrip-
tures; and that Sidney Rigdon should
be his seribe in that work. It is further
clear that Sidney actually was the “seribe”
up to the time of the completion, and
finishing, of the work; and it is further
clear that Joseph, and Sidnmey, and
Fredrick understood, and intended to
say, and did say, that the Seriptures,
both the Old and New Testaments were
completed, and finished, in their trans-
lation and correction. It is evident

Joseph and Sidney understood their
business, and were qualified for it. And
when the Utah leaders flatly contradict
their testimony, it is high time for the
people to question their right to do so.
This is not the only, nor the first matter
in which they have squarely contradicted
the Seer’s testimony as found in the
records and journals of the Church.
Their teachings and practices give am-
ple proof of this. -

We may not be surprised that the
Utah leaders dislike the Inspired Trans-
lation, some of whom have had it ever
since the winter of 1867-8; for it gives
clearer light on all doctrinal matters in
respect to the life and salvation of the
Saints, purifies the morals of the Serip-
tures, and corrects those passages that
have been forced into service by the ad-
vocates of polygamy, sealing wives and
husbands for eternity, Adam-God, blood-
atonement, tithing the poor, Chureh and
state, Zion in the Rocky Mountains, the
gathering, etec., ete.

As we have seen, the Lord says the
Inspired Translation would be of value
in “che salvation” of the Saints. Let
any read it carefully, and they can
readily see its worth in detecting false
doctrines and wicked practices, and in
revealing the wickedness and apostacy
of some Latter Day Saints and their
teachers. )

No Latter Day Saint should be with-
out it. It is a detector of error and
evil.

This work, in manuseript form, was
let by the Seer with his wife, the “Hlect
Lady,” and by her was preserved, though
efforts were made to buy it, to steal it,
and to force it from her care by threats,

The Lord has said, “Thou shalt ask,

and my Scriptures shall be given as I
have appointed, and they shall be pre--
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served in safety ” Doe. and Cov , rev-
elation, February 9th, 1831. TIf they
have been in any way altered since they
were translated by the Seer, then this
promige of the Lord has proven false,
a thing that can not be. “Let God be
true,” if it makes all men liars

The place of “safety” for thewm chosen
of the Lord was, first with Sister Bmma,
and after that with the Rsorganized
Church. Tn 1865 Sister Ewwa deliv-
ered them, free of all charge, to a com-
mittee appointed by the Reorganized
Church, and in 1867 the raid Church
. printed aund published rhem to the Saints
and to she world, and in this is fulfitled
the promise avd comnandment of the
Lord coneerning themw in the revelation
of February 9th, 1831, which says,
“Hearken, O ye Elders of my Church,
* * % Thou shals ask, and my Serip-
tures shall be given as I have appointed,
and they shall be preserved in safety;
and it is expedient that thou shouldst
hold thy peace concerning them, and
not teach them until ye have received
them in full. And T give unto you a
commandment that then ye shall teach
them unto all men; for they shall be
taught unto all nations, kindred, tongues
and people.” The Lord has, in his
providences, ordained that the Reorgan-
ized Church should print, and publish
to all men this important record, and in
this He proclaims to all Saints that the
Reorganized Chureh is His Church;
for He declares that the Klders of His

Church shall do this identical work, as |

we have seen. Will the Saints give
heed to this voice of the Lord and save
themselves and children from error and
misrule?

It is reported on good authority, that
Flder Orson Pratt, on receiving a copy
of the Inspired Translation, spoke in

high terms of it in a diseourse in one of
the ward meeting houses in Salt Lake
City some years ago, and afterwards
took it all baeck as counselled by Presi-
dent B. Young. Yet he frequently
quotes from it in-his sermons, now that
Presidect Young is dead  What a pity
he has not moral backbooe enough to
fully act his real convietions.

The Reorganized Church is publish-
ing thousands of copies of this valuable
work, at prices ranging from $1 50. fo
$2.50, per copy. Send for them to
Joseph Swmith, Box 50, Plavoe, Kendall
county, Illinois, and rhen read carefully
and be convineed of the excellence of
the work.

— e

TO THE ELECT LADY ON HER FAITH-
FUL CARE OF THE MS8S OF THE
NEW TRANSLATION.

My MOTHER: .

Through many & changing year, these words
bave been

Thy constant care. And oft when sorely
pressed

For peace, and time to rest thy wearied frame,
This burdened care would rise upon thy mind
And bid thee, watch and pray; for rest and eage
Came not, until the coming of that blessed hour
That God had promised Enoch.

He now rests,
Secure within the walls of strength that rise
Around the Holy City, loved of God.
He knew, too well, the woes that heap, on heap,
Should burden all the latter years of earth.
And, while with yearning heart he stood to view
The years on earth that wicked man should live,
He bowed him to the dust, and cried aloud,
“0 God, shall earth not rest? How long, O

Lord,

Shall man pollute thy holy, holy, heritage ?”
And through his quickened vision, years elapse,

# And years, on years, go trooping to the past,

While men go on in 'cumulated sin;
And earth, in gathering pain, goes cireling on
To fill the measure of a righteous law.

Our day has come, as raptured Enoch saw,
The visits of the angels onge again
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Are had, to bring to earth the treasured word
And thou, Elect, art ' worthy found, to hold
These priceless treasures in a sacred trust;
To keep them safe for sore tried Israel's weal;
And bartered Judah's self-made wound to heal.

“Hail, Mother, hail.

hail!” .
For so, must greet thee Israel’'s children, blest
Through thy toil, thy labor, prayers and love;
To know the greatness of the price, once paid

Thon best of mothers,

A ransom for them from the power of Death,
Who fought the Father that Lhis own renown
Might shive the brighter; from the fall of man.

AR, bow the memory of the past comes up,
Softening the brightness of the preseut hour;
Like as the haze of Antumn’s mellow days,
Tempers the sunshine o’er the western plains;
Or, as the oil by troubled seaman poured
Climbs o'er the crest and stills the surging wave;
So come the thoughts of years of pain and woe,
By those endured to whom this record came.
Sorrow was theirs; a lowly heritage
Of grief, and hate; of scoffings hard to bear;
Of meek humility, and patient prayer;
Of scorn that wrecked their home, and made a
Jail
A meed of token, which their fellows gave
To prove their fuith, by chains and iron doors.
But-—oh; Revenge—the scarce thought-born
desire
Fades into pity when the Spirit comes,
To bid the prisoned heroes rise; to lift
" With kind and gentle haud, the envious veil
That hides the vision from their watch-worn
eyes;
And point, with angel fiugers, long the rays *
Cast by their altar fires toward Heaven's gate.

Their ears; made heavy by thie rude assaults

Of those who fought against them with the
voice .

And mocked their tidiugs, which should e'er
have been

A present joy and future hope to them;

Were by the angel touched; and Seraph's songs

Came burdening all the airsto give them cheer.

Anon, the voices tuned to cry, “Prepare the
way;"

That he, the Master, may his chariot arm,

To thresh the pations for his ripened grain;

That he, the Fisher, may his well thrown net

Bring to the shore, where servants tried and
true

Ma- gather out the treasured good; were hesrd

In anthem's:shout and symphonies of praise;

That Christ, the workman with his “line” and
“square,”

Would fit the ages’ “keystone” in its place;

And “finish up” the Temple of His Throne

From ‘“deep foundation” to the “dome’s” bright
spire. :

The hands, which deftly used the sword of ¢ruth,

And tried the ark of Hope to koep in place,

That Israel’s wand'rers might not lose their

way,

Were fettered with the chaing—of slaves—for
crime;

That crime—the warning cry—the golden
book;

The angel’s flight—lost Judah's sure return;
The resting of the Ark, to Israel’s joy;

The safe redemption, from the ponds of sin, *
Of man’s loss life, through the promised word.

Those feet—may God forgive—that weary oft

By reason of their toilsome journeyings,

And bore above them, hearts, that bleeding
sore o

From every smart, would still for Zion. plead;

And ery, “Forgive them, Father; their blind
wrath,

Ts but the echo of that fiercer tide.

W hich rolled above our Savior, Judas kissed.”

Those feet—were, by the sires of traitors,
chamed

To walls, warm in their winter chilliness

Beside . those sin-cold hearts;
breasts;

Wherein 1o spark of Merey's loving fire

Congenial fuel found to make a flame.

Aud years have fled. Those feet are still. Those
hands,

Ouce open Lo the poor, have folded lain

"Above the breasts where throbs no life.
sgrain

Of music may those ears now note; save those

By spirits chanted, and by spirits heard.

<And o'er the past, the echo of lost years

Beats back the murmur of those voices hushed.

But Mother, these are ever with the past,

And are uot now recalled; except to paint

crime frozen

No

The silver lining of our sorrow’s cloud.
For, ag the “bow" shines through the falling
rain,

8o shines the promise through your years of

pain.

H

www.LatterDayTruth.org



110

_THE SAINTS’ ADVOCATE

For, as the scriptures through the ages dark,

Have kept a semblance of their Maker’s hand

To mark them as his own; so burns the spark

Of holy trust, and faith, and hope, and joy

‘With which these records have your treasure
been.

And when these pages with their truth sublime,
Are ;;laced within the hands of Israel’s host,
My father, smiling on his earthly son,

Will shout the victory over Death and Hell;
And pointing with his spirit hand to earth,
Will agk the Master, “Is my crown now won,
Throngh faithful minigtry of wife and son?

Or must the years of unrequited care,

Prove but the effort of & barren love 2V

Then will our Savior brother, crowning friend,
Turn to his Father, and with holy pride,
‘While joy beams in his eye,

“See, Father, see,
My Bride while yet adorning, waits for me.

Now let thy word go forth; thy Spirit Tree;
Thy gospel must be preached.

“The poor, the blind;
The helpless, aged, crippled and deformed;
Halt, maimed, and crocked, broken, sore, and
tried;
Scorned and despised, sick, careworn and de-
nied;
All, all are bidden to the marriage feast;—
And shall T wait?

“My sheep have waited long;
And turned their eyes with longing to the east,
Watching for the coming of the Son of Man ;-
Say, Father, must I wait?

“Thy Scriptures now
Are given to Thy servants to proclaim.
The deep foundations of my church are Jaid
Upon the mighty pillars of Thy Roek.
The gates of Hell o’er them can not prevail
Who through their trials holy faith have kept;
And shall I bid the angel now to sound
The last long summons to the sons of men,
That they for judment may be all prepared ?”

Methinks I hear the Spirit, gently say,
“Thy father’s and thy mother’s crown, thine
own, v
And those of many a tried and martyred host

Are walting in the Master’s tiring room.
Spread forth the truth, to ancient saints re-
vealed;

Proclaim the law, which God has ne’er repealed;
Bind in the Record which the hill concealed,
The gospel which the Savior’s blood has sealed;
The Father answers to the Son’s appeal.

L For the lost J udah’s good, and Israel’s weal,
SALVATION NOW IS FREE. - TO ONE, TO ALL
My BANNER #HANGS UPON THE OUTER

WALL.' "
JANUARY 12, 1867, 2: 30 a. M.

CHRIST (NOT ADAM) THE GOD-
OF THE SAINTS.

To the Twelve He said, June, 1829:
“And I, Jesus Christ, your Lord and
your God, have spoken it.” Doc. and
Cov.

To Joseph the Seer He said, August,
1830: “Listen to the voice of Jesus
Christ, your Lord, your God, and yonr
Redeemer.” - Doe. and Cov.

Again, in September, 1830: “Listen
to the voice of Jesus Christ, your Re.
deemer, the Great I AM, whose arm of
merey hath atoned for your sins.” * *
* «And it came to pass, that Adam
being tempted of the devil, (for, behold,
the devil was before Adam), for he re-
belled against me, saying, Give me thine
bounor, which is my power; and also a,
third part of the hosts of heaven turned
he away' from me (Christ) because of
their ageney” * * * «Wherefore 1
(Christ) the Lord God caused that he
(Adam) should be cast out from. the
Garden of Eden, from my presence, be-
cause of his transgression.” Doec. and
Cov.

To Orsorn Pratt He said, November
4th, 1830: “My son Orson, hearken
and hear and behold what I, the Lord
God, shall say unto you, even Jesus
Christ your Redeemer.” Doe, and Cov.

Orson had good reasons, we see, for
rejecting Brigham’s Adam-God doctrine.

Again: “Behold, this (America) i8 &
choice land, and whatsoever nation shall
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possess it, shall be free from bondage,
and from captivity, and from all other
nations under heaven, if they will but
serve the God of the land, who is Jesus
Christ.” Ether 1:4.

By what authority then did Brigham
Young teach the Saints that Adam “is
our Father and our-God, and the only
Glod with whom we have to do?”
(Journal of Discourses, vol. 1, page 50).

Is not this the rankest form of idola-
try? Is not this rejecting Christ?
and ig it not the very exrreme of apos-
tacy? Think of it. Ponder it well.
Are not those who teach, and those who
endorse Brigham Young’s Adam-God
doctrine guilty of “Damnable heresies,
- even denying the Lord that bought
them?” (2 Peter 2:1).

Remember God has said, “For it shall
come to pass that the inhabitants of
Zion shall judge @/l things thas pertain
to Zion; and liars and hypoerites shall
be proved by them, and they who are
not Apostles and Prophets shall be
known.” Doc. and Cov., Rev. Sept.
11th, 1831.

‘Let the Saints, then, judge Brigham’s
strange doctrines and practices.

DOCTRINAL THESTS.

“But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto
you than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be aocursed.” Gal 1: 8.

There was in Panl’s “‘gospel,” no
.polygamy; no sealing wives and hos
bands for eternity; no Adam-God wor-
ship; no secret endowments with grips,
oaths, passwords and robings, stolen
from Masonry and badly corrupted;
no revenge, nor blood-atonemens; no
blending of Church and State; no blind
submission, uo unquestioning obedience
to priestly dictators; no robbing the

poor under the I;Iea of tithings for the
Lord; no preparation for raising spirit
babies by resurrected parents possessed
of bodies of “flesh and bones;” no theory
of an infallible priesthood;—none of
these things entered into, or proceeded
from, the gospel He preached. ' His was
the gospel of peace, of love, of purity.
“the power of God unto salvation, to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

Reader; heed the gospel preached by
Paul, Peter, James, John, and their
fellows, and reject the hurtful eounter-
feits.

To the law and to the testimony; if
they speak not according to this word,
it is because there is no light in them.

Isa. 8:20.

-CHRIST'S RELATIVES, AS-
Hrcersterus declared, as related by
Kusebivs. that “‘there were yet living
(A D. 96-117) of the family of our
Lord, the grand children of Judas, call-
ed the brother of our Lord, according
to the flesh.
being of the family of David, aud were
brought to Dowitian by the Hvocatus.
For this Emperor was as much alarmed
at- the appearance of Christ as Herod.
He pat the question, whether they were
of David’s race, and they confessed that
they were. He then asked them what
property they had, or how much money
they owned ; and both of th2m answered,
that they had between them only nine
thousand denarii [about $1.350.—Ep.]
And this they had not in silver, but in
the value of a piece of land containing
only thirty nine acres, from which they
raised sheir taxes and supported them-
selves by their own labor. Then they
also began to show their hands, exhib-
iting the hardness of their bodies, and

These were rep rted as
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the callosity formed by incessant laber
on their hands, as evidence of their own
labor.  When asked, also, respecting
Christ and his kingdom, what was its
nature, and when and where it was to
appear, they replied, ‘that it was not a
temporal nor an earthly kingdom, bus
celestial and angelic; that it would ap-
pear at the end of the world, when com-
ing in glory he would judge the quick
and dead, and give to every one accord-
Upon which Domi-
tian, despising them, made no reply;
but treating them with contempt, as
simpletons, commanded them to be dis-
missed, and by a decree ordered the
persecution to cease. Thus delivered,
they ruled the charches, both as wit-
nesses and relatives of the Lord. When
peace was established, they continued
living even to the
Fusebius Ecel. Hist,; ch. 20.

From the ibove we may learn that the
“relatives” of the author of Christianty
“ruled the ochurches,”’” thus showing
that the “law of lineage” was recognized
and respected by the first Christiaus.

ing to his works.’

We algo learn that these rulers were
not “‘greedy of filthy Juere,” a sin com-
mon to maekind, and one which has
sorely cursed the Church of Christ
through an erring and corrupt winistry.
And we further learn that the early
Christians held Christ’s kingdom to be,
“not a temporal, nor an earthly king-
dom; but celestial and angelic.”

“No young man should spend his time
in reading fiction, for it is & waste, and he
has no time to lose. Every hour he devotes
to reading novels is worse than wasted. It
filis the mind with that which is not true,
giving a false coloring to real life. It weak-
ens the mental powers instead of develop-

ing them. Reading that which requires
no thought to comprehend, is harmtul to
the mind.”’— Kent.

imes of Trajan.”’—
J

THE LOST BOOKS. )

Joseph the Seer, in a letter dated
June25ch, 1833, Mill. Star,v. 14, p. 449,
says: “We have not found the Book of
Jasher, cor any other of the last books
mentioned in the Bible as yet, nor will
we obtain them at present. Respecting
the Apocrypha, the Lord said to us, that
there were many things in it which
were true, and there were many things
in it which were not true, and to those
who desire it, it should be given by the
Spirit to know the true from the false.”
See also Pimes and Seasons, v. 6, p. 800. .

This serves to show that they were
not designed to be a part of the Inspired
Translation.

DHELINQUENTS.

After this number of the Advocate
we shall drop the names of some who
are in arrears for our paper, as we do
not know they are still in earthly pro-
bation. :

If they still live, and would like to
read the Advocate, they should pay up
arrears, and renew at once.

We are thankful for the aid rendered
us in keeping our paper flourishing ¢hus
far; but our friends must remember it
takes money to keep it up, and we shall
expect them to pay promptly for it.

Don’t forget that vur terms call for
payment in advance.

Remit to Joseph Smith, Box 50,
Plano, Uls., and oblige,

W. W. Brarr, Editor.

Box 417, 8avt Laxz Ciry, Utah,
Juns 7th, 1881
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BRIGHAMITE BONDAGE AND INTOL-
ERANCE.

TrOSE who lived in Utah from 1851
t0 1860, need not be reminded that there
existed a system of priestly “bondage”
without a parallel, excep$ in the darkest
times of Romish priesteraft and Papal
despotism. :

Tt is a fact, burned into the very souls
of many, by a cruel experience; and the
report of it has gone forth to the world
through the press, the pulpit, lecture
room, the halls of Congress, and yet the
Ralf has not been told.

1t is fortunate for history that there
is found on record, in works published
by the Utah Mormons, unmistakeable
evidence to sustain this charge of priest-
ly despotism.

Brigham Young said in the Taberna-
cle, Salt Lake City, July 24th, 1852

“Who gives me power, that at the point-
ing of my finger, the hosts of Israel move;
and at my request, the inhabitants of this
great Territory are displaced; at my com-
mand they are here? Who gives me that
power ?’—Jour. Dis., vol. 1, p. 145.

No Pope, Czar, or Tyrant ever assert-
ed or exercised more absolute dictation
and control than is here boastfully claime
ed. ]

Itis strange that a people, with the
New Testament, Book of Mormon, and
Doctrine and Covenants in hand, could

have been brought to endorse and uphold
such a state of abject submission to their
leaders. But, then, it should be borne
in.mind, that the people had been be-
wildered through the killing of Joseph
and Hyrum, and the persecutions attend-
ant and following. They had been grad-
ually led away from the original doe-
trines of the Church, and from the es.’
tablished and authorized rules of Church
government. Besides this, they had
been led over a thousand miles away
from civilization, into the desert, into
“g secret habitation surrounded by
mguntains, walled-in by natural barriers,
where we are secluded,” sald Mr.
Hyde, “from the world, inhabiting a
little world by ourselves,” in the Taber-
nacle Salt Lake City, October 6th, 1853.

In this “secret habitation,” and for
some time before, the people were taught
unquestioning obedience to their leaders
in all things. In proof that they were
thus taughé, we quote the following,
though but a hundredth part. of what
might be produced:

‘“If brother Brigham tells me to do a
thing, it is the same as though the Lord
told me to do it. This isthe course for you
and every other Saint to take.”’—Heber C.
Kimball. Jour. Dis., 1, 161,

George A. Smith said in the Taber-
nacle, October 7th, 1853:

<] knew Brigham to be a prophet of the
Lord, and estqemed hig word as the voice of
God to the people.”’-—Jour. Dis., vol. 1, 198.

Here is another specimen from H. C.
Kimball, October 8th, 1852, in a speech
in the Tabernacle: v
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“I would rather have my head laid upon a
block, and severed from my shoulders, than
ever make a proposal to any woman living
upon the earth and marry her, unless I had
permission from the Chief Shepherd [Brig-
ham]. Thattellsit.”~Jour. Dis , vol. 2,807.

This “right hand man” of Brigham
claims that the right to contract mar-
riages, was, first and last, subject to the
control and dictation of Brigham. If
she Utah Mormouns had not been cruelly
outraged under the practical application
of this arrogant intermeddling of their
leaders, we might pass it by as merely
ridiculous, or supremely contemptible.
But very many of the unhappy mar-
riages of Utah are the fruits of this un-
warrantable and degrading usurpation.
To the Tabernacle, April 9th, 1852,
Brigham said: '

“Iam the controler and master of affairs
here” [Utah] —Jour. Dis., vol. 1, 48,

And such he was. His control and die-
tation in respect to Church doetrine and
government, social, political, domestie,
and industrieal affairs, was, as he and
hig fellows claimed most absolute and
universal. Let this be borne in mind,
for this is THE KEY to the numerous
errors and evils of Utsh Mormonism.
Blinded by an unholy ambition, and
by divers lusts; hardened by the
volawfnl exercise of ypriestly author-
ity, and despotic rule in temporal mat.
ters, Brigham and his compeers
moulded and fashoned Utah Mor-
monism to their liking, and all its dis-
tinetive and peculiar features are the re-
flex of the heart and brain of these lead-
ers. The intolerance of Brighamism,
borne of the extreme usurpations of its
leaders was and is a leading cause of the
“bondage” of the people. The perse-
cutions heaped upon the ministry and
members of the Reorganized Church by
many of the Utah Mormons, inspired by

the teachings and examples of their lea-
ders, are known to many, both Mormon
and non-Mormon.

These are the necessary fruits of the
teachings and doings of Brigham and his
fellows. But these evils are not so com-
mon as in past years neither are they s, °
extreme.

Up to 1863, “apostates” in Utah had
but little security in character, person or
property, if we take the testimony, and
only the testimony of Brigham Young.
Here what he said in the Tabernacle,
March 27th, 1853 :

«I say, rather than that apostates should
flourish here, I will unsheath my bowie
knife, and conquor or die. [Great commo-
tion in the congregation, ard a simultan-
eous burst of feeling, assenting to the decla-
ration]. Now, you nasty apostates, clear
out, or judgement will be put to the line,
and righteousness to th'e plummet, [Voices
gonerally, ‘Go it, Goit’] If you say it is
right, raise your hands. [All hands up].
Let us call upon the Lord to assist us in
this and every good work. * * * I want

you to hear, Bishops, what I am about to
tell you. Kickthese men out of your wards
—Jour. Dis., 1, 88-4.

After this murderous threatning,
this audacious blasphemy, we need no
farther evidence to prove the intolerance
of Brigham and his willing adherents.

Persons who sincerely believe him to
be a servant of God, the infallible “law
giver” to the people, would be ready and
anxious to carry out the teaching of their
“master.””  And hers is the chief cause
of the cruel, persecuting spirit of many

otherwise excellent people; and here is

a reason why many who are “apostate”
to Brighamism in beart, still live on as
members of the Utah Church.

+ But the skies are brightning; the
bands are breaking; the “bondage to
fear” is passing away, and “the gospel of
hate” is dying. God speed the right.

ARGUS,
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CAN FALSEHOOD BE JUSTIFIED.

BY C. DERRY.
ARE there any circumstanees, or condi-
tions, under which the people of God
may be justified in resorting to falsehood
to promote the cause of truth, or to
shield themselves from the enmity of the
world?

The above may seem, to many, a
strange question, and may seem to need
an apology. My only apology is that,
there exists in this age, and in this land,
a people, not contemptible for numbers,
nor yet without power and influence in
the world, who claim to be the peculiar
people of God, boasting that they are fa-
vored with his smiles, and blest with his
communion, who practically assume the
affirmative of this question; and, more-
over, have taught the fatal delasion to
their adherents. Nor is this a new
thing in the worlds history, nor in the
history of those who have claimed to be
the favored of God. The sacred Books
give abundant evidence of the frequent
departure of those who were called to
be his people, from the path of truth,
and shew the deplorable darkness to
which they have sunk, thereby evincing
the truth of the saying of Jesus: “When
the light that is in you becomes darkness,
how great is that darkness!” -

It is to correct this deadly error, and to
lead the honest, but mistaken souls, back
to the fold of God, to the fountain of
unsallied trath, that this article is pen-
ned. 1 have nothing to gain by its pub-
lication, only the joy of seeing the wan-
derers return from the delusions of sin,
the wages of which are death, unto the
delightsome allegiance to God, to the
paths of righteousness and peace.

T am satisfied this fatal error arose in
a willful perversion of God’s word to gain
unrighteous ends; or in the lack of a

correct knowledge of the divine charac-
ter, and of his sacred purposes; and, per-
haps, in 2 measure, from the error, which
has been too frequently made, in suppos-
ing that every act of men who have
been favored of God must necessarily
have received the divine sanction; for-
getting that, as James said of Elias,
“Klias was 2 man subject to like passions
as we are.” And as Moses confessed,
“Now for this cause I know that man
isnothing.”” (Revelation to Joseph the
Seer). David said: “Mine iniquities
are gone over mine head; as a heavy
burden they are too heavy for me.”’—
Pz 38:4. Again: “They are more then
the hairs of mine head.”~—Ps. 40:12.

These things may be said, with more
or less truth, of all the ancient worthies.
They had their weaknesses, and like
Isaiah, they were wiling to lay their
hands upon their mouths and cry “Un-
clean! Unclean!” But whatever may
have been the character of his servants,
God isholy, just and true, and “can ned
look upon sin with any degree of allow-
ance.” Moses says of Him :

“He ig the Rock, His work is perfect; for
all his ways are judgment; a God of truth
and without iniquity, just and right is
he.”’—Deut 32: 4.

Alma, in the Book of Mormon, says:

“He can not walk in crooked paths; neith-
er doth he vary from that which he hath
said; neither hath he a shadow of turning
from the right to the left, or from that whick
is right to that which is wrong.”-p. 228,

The revelations in these last days bear
a similiar testimony. (See D. C. seect.
2, Plano edition). Thus, the three ree-
ords agree as to the character of the
Divine Being. And a knowledge of the
fact that he is indeed a God of truth
must forever hinder all true believers
from being deceived by the idea that he
could be the author, or the justifier, of
deceit and falsehood.
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Being Omnipotent, he is able to ac-
complish his purposes, and protect his
children against all the cunning and
power of the adversary. Having all
knowledge, and being infinite in wisdom,
-he knew from the beginning what was |
adapted to the salvation of man, and the
establishing of his kingdom. He then
knew all the cunning of the adversary,
and was abundantly competent to so ad-
just his plans that his purposes eould not
be frustrated. . Hence the Psalmist
truly says of his law, “The law of the
Lord is perfect.” = “The statutes of the
Lord are right”” “The judgments of
the Lord are true and righteous altogeth-
er.”—Ps. 19.  Can such a being justify
deceil, and wink at falsehood? “Man
of holiness is his name;” the very auntip-
odes of “The man of Sin,” who was a
liar from the begirning.”” T blush for
shame for the men and women who have
82 mistaken, or wilfully misrepresénted,
the character of the Perfection of Holi-
ness, as to present Him as a belng capa-
ble of even winking at corruption and
conniving at falsehood ; tosay nothing of
his justifying it. But when they repre-
sent him as the author of these soul des-
troying evils, they change the character
of the ineffably, Holy God, into that of
2 demon, and make him the author of

all our woes.

But for ever blessed be his great name,
for the revelation he has made of himself;
and £ r the eternally enduring evidences
he has given to his children in all ages,
as proof of the truth of that glorious
character. It is an enduring bulwark
against deception and falsehood in every
form. It is indeed a solid “Rock” on
which we can anchor all our glorious
hopes, begotten of him, standing securely
upon which we can smile at the tempest,
and gaze without fear at the rage of the

!

demoniac foe, “krowing that he is faith-
ful who has promised”. The weekness
of humanity, in restoring to falsehood, is
indicative of the most abject cowardice
as well as of a corrupt and depraved
heart. Hvery mav and woman profes-
sing to be Saints should be above it; aye,
infinitely above it. Tor by stooping to
i6 they disgrace themselves, dishonor
God, and become the most degraded
slaves, dragged in the chains of despair
at the remorseless will of the father oflies,
with the dread prospect of sharing in his
unchangeable doom !

David asks: “who shallascend into the .
hill of the Lord? Or who shall stand
in his holy place? He that hath clean
hands and a pure heart; who hath not
lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn
deceitfully. He shall receive the bless-
ing from the Lord, and righteousness
from the God of his salvation.”—DPs.
24:3-5. (Insp. Tran.)

How different this from the condition
of those who have made lies their refuge,
and under falsehood have hid them-
When “judgement” is “Laid
to the line and righteousness to the plum-
met,” “The hail shall sweep away the re-
fuge of lie, and the waters shall overflow

selves!”

the Rhiding place; and your covenant
with death shall be disannulled, and
your agreement with hell shall not stand;
when the overflowing scourge shall pass
through, then shall ye be trodden down
by it.”—Isa. 28.15-19. 1t will be far
safer to take the counsel of Jesus.
~ «Bat let your communication be yea,
yea; nay, nay; for whatsoever is more
than these cometh of evil.”——Math. &
In the Book of Mormon, p. 101, we
read; “and again the Lord God hath
commanded that men should not murder,
that they should not lie, that they shodld
not steal,” ect. “For whoso doth them
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shall perish.” What, then, are we
to think of men and women who
swear falsely to shield themselves, and
their leaders from the consequences of
s Broken Law!”

Again; the Book of Mormon, p. 105,
tells of a people who should’say, “Let us
eat, drink, and be merry; nevertheless,
fear God: he will justify in committing
a little sin'; yea lie a little, take advan-
tage of one because of his words, dig a
pit for thy neighbor, there is no harm
in this.” Did the eye of .this man of
God gaze upon Utah? Did he hear
their secret councils 7 Did he behold
their deep laid plots? Surely, his was
the eye and tongue of a prophet!

What bave not that people’s leaders
done to cover thelr sinful, polygamous
tracks? Have they not, indeed, madelies
their refuge? Verily, under falsehood
have they bid themselves. 8till the word
of the Liord is unto them: Repentand put
away the evils far from you, and do your
first works in the deapths of huuwility.
“(lease to do evil, and learn to do well;”
and remember that “No truth is of a
lie;” neither does it. need such rotten
props to support it. It stands of itsown
inherent power.

In conclusion let me say; if the Di-
vine Being is the perfection of Truth,
Justice, Equity, and ‘Judgmens, surely
there can be no justification of falsehood
with him. If his word is quick and
powerful, sharper than a two edged
sword,” and “endures forever,” there
can be no need of falsehood to maintain
it. Ifit isthe “rock of our salvation,”
it can stand alone withous the miserable
prop of deceit, or dissimulation in any
degree, to uphold it. Hence, when you
are told that it is sometimes necessary
to evade the truth, or to fabricate lies,
in order to promote the cause of God;

Or, “To do evil that good may come,”
you may know that those who thus teach
you are strangers to God and hisg truth;
Or, that they have lost their faith in him,
and have become the dupes of the evil
one, “who was a liar from the begin-
ning.” God has decreed that, “All

Tiars shall have their portion in the like

that burneth with fire and brimstone,
which isthe second death.”—Rev. 21: 8.

Polygamy needed the swaddling bands
of falsehood to strengthen itsin its infan-
tile state; and in its hoary age it still
has to be wrapped in the same filthy rags
to hide its putridity and deformity.

Lust, is its parent; Falsehood, its nurse;
and deceitfulness the staff on which it
leans for support. It is an insulé to the
common 3sense of humanity to ask us to
accept such a foul, deformed, and filthy
creature, as a thing from the celestial
abode of God sent to lead us into the
Celestial City; for “nothing shall enter
there that worketh abomination or mak-
eth a lie.”—Rev. 21:27.

e oo

COMMON STOCK.
Many in Utah teach that their Common
Stock System, falsely called the United
Order of Enoch, will yet be had among
the faithful Saints.  There is not one
word in the standard books to sustain
this claim, but much to the contrary.

The imperfect doings of theearly chris.
tiang, (Acts 4:32-37), gave place to
more orderly methods ag théy increased
in experience and wisdom.—{Aocts. 6:
1-6).

The Saints at Kirtland, prior to 1831,
had gomething to do with the “Common
Stock” system, if system it can be
called; but under the regulations of the
Seer, they absndoned it. Here is his
testimony about it:

“The branch of the Church in this part

www.LatterDayTruth.org



118

THE SAINTS ADVOCATE.

of the Lord’s vineyard, which had increased
to nearly one hundred members, were striv-
ing to do the will of God, so far as they
knew it, though some had strange notions,
and false spirits had erept in smong them.
With & little caution and some wisdom, I
soon assisted the brethren and sisters to
overcome them. The plan of “Common
Stock,” which had existed in what was
called ¢‘the family,” whose members gener-
ally had embraced the everlasting Gospel,
was readily abandoned for the more perfect
law of the Lord; and the false spirits were
easily discerngd and rejected by the light of
revelation.”—Mi{l. Star.v. 14, p. 56,Supple-
ment; also Times and Seasons, v. 4, p. 368.

The “more perfect law of the Lord”
provides that, “Every man shall be made
accountable to me, a steward over his
own property, or that which he has re-
ceived by consecration, [gift from the
Church through the Bishop.—Ed]. Rev-
elation, February 9th, 1831

This contemplates that the individual
shall always have title, ownership, and
control of his property; and that he
shall be made always “accountable” for
this stewardship, to God. By this
“law,” Common Stock is forever barred
out. Idlers and improvident ones can
not impose upon the industrious and
thrifty saints. They are put upon their
good behavior. Neither can the cun:
ning, crafty, avarieious professors prey
upon the hard-earued, carefully garner-
ed froits of the diligent and frugal
Saints. When you hear persons advo-
cating “Common Stock,” you may well
suspect there’s “a screw loose” in head
or heart.
mation and judgement, or in morals.

“THE WAY OF BALAAM!”

“But there were false prophets also
among the people, even as there shall be
falge teachers among you, who privily shall
bring in abominable heresies, even denying
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction.”

- consequence of false

HBueh persons lack in infor-

Now the “you” referred to in theabove
text, from whom these “false teach-
ers”” were to arise, we find by reference
to the first four verses of this epistle of
Peter were those who had obtained the
like precious faith with the Apostles;
through the knowledge of God, and of .
Jesus their Lord; they having received
all things that pertain unto life and
godliness; whereby were given unto
them exceeding great and precious prom-

ises.
So we find that it was from among the

saints that these false teachers were to
arise.

“«‘And many shall follow their pernicious
ways; by reason of whom the way of truth
shall be evil spoken of.”

The Lord knoweth how to deliver the
ungodly out of temptation, and to reserve
the unjust unto the day of judgment to
be punished. '

“But chiefly them that walk after the
flesh in the lusts of uncleanness, and despise
governments, presumptious are they, self-
willed, they are not afraid to speak evil.of
dignities. Whereas which are
greater in power and might, bring not a
railiag accusation against them before the
Lord.” ’

The above plainly foreshadows what
was to befall the former day saints, in
teachers that
should arise from among them; and be-
fore we get through we will endeavor to
show, that history has repeated itself in
these last days; and that as former day
saints were led astray through false and
corrupt guides, even so latter day Israel
bave followed in their wake, and through
the same means. We wish now to find
oub what the way of Balaam is, and
then proceed with our subject.

By reference to Josephus we learn
that when Balak sent for Balaam to
curse Israel, that every attempt he made
to do so, he blessed them instead. This

angels,
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“so enraged Balak, that Balaam to secure
the king's favor, said:
< 0, Balak, and you Midianites that are
bere present, (for I am obliged without the
will of God to gratify you), it is true that
no entire destructicn can seize upon the
Hebrews.”

He now, to please and gratify the king,
gives the following advice:

““If you have a mind to gain a victory
over them for a shors time, you will obtain
it by following my directions: Do you
therefore set ount the handsomest of such
of your daughters as are most eminent for
beauty, and proper to force and conquer the
modesty of those that bekold them, and
these decked and trimmed to the highest
degree you are able. Then do youset them:
near the Israelites’ camp, and give them
charge, that when the young men of the
Hebrews desire their company, they allow
it them ; and when they see that they are
enamoured of them, let them take their
leaves; and if they entreat them to stay,
let them not give their consexnt till they have
persuaded them to leave off their obediencs
to their own laws, and the worship of that
God who established them, and to worship
the gods of the Midianites and the Moab-
ites; for by this means their God will be
angry with them.”’——Ant. Jews, 4, 6, 6

The following will confirm the state-
ment of Josephus.

“And Moses said unto them, have ye
saved all the women alive? Behold, these
caused the children of Israel, through the
council of Balaam, to commit trespass
against the Lord in the matter of Poer, and
there was a plague among the congregation
of the Lord,”—Num, 81:15, 16.

Jude also refers to the same, when he
says:

“Likewise, also, these filthy dreamer’s
defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak
evil of dignities. But these speak evil of
those things which they kmnow not; but
what they know naturally, as brute beasts
in those things they corrupt themselves
Woe unto them! for they have goue in the
way of Cain, and ran greedily after the er
ror of Balaam for reward, and shall perish
in the gainsayings of Core.”’—Inspired
translation.

Now turn we sgain to Peter. Here
is evidently & prophecy reaching down
to our day, and if 8o, let us see if we can
place its fulfillment. The writer has

many times, when contending for or de -

fending faith, requested the privilige of

reading this chapter, with the under-
standing that those to whom he read it
should make their own application and
comments, and they have invariably ap-
plied it to the Mormons. When asked
if it might not apply with equal force to
the Roman Catholic Church, the answer
has been, No; the Catholic eclergy are
forbidden to marry, and they command
to abstain from meats; whereas the
things of which 8t. Peter speaks are in-
troduced by the clergy.

«But these as natural brute beasts made
to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the
things they understand not; dnd shall utter.
ly perish in their own corruptions; and
shall receive thereward of unrighteousness,
as they that count it pleasure to riotin the
day time. Spots they are and blemishes,
sporting themselves with their own deceiv-
ings while they feast with you; having eyes
full of adultery, and that can not cease
from sin; beguiling unstable souls; a heart
they have exercised with covetous practi-
ces; cursed children; which have forsaken
the right way, and are gone astray, follow-
ing the way of Balaam the son of Bosor,
who loved the wages of unrighteousness.”
—2 Pet. 2:12-15.

Now if this chapter, or any part of i,
applies to and has its fulfillment in any
faction of the Latter Day Saints’ Church;
how are the members of said church cur-
sed children, save they have once been
adopted into the family of Christ? TFor
it is through the laws of adojtion that
we become the children of God. Again,
these “cursed children,” 'who practice
these sbominable heresies; and have
walled in these pernicious ways; they
bave fursaken the right way, and are
Now, it is impossible to
forsake any way, or principle, that you
were mever in, or governed by; and
these cursed children, forsook the right

gone agtray.

‘way, when they were ensnared by the

connsel of Balaam; with eyes and hearts

full of adultery, that could not cease from

sin. '
“For when they speak great swelling
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words of vanity, they allure through the
lusts of the flesh, through mueh wanton-
ness, those that were clean escaped from
them who live in exror. While they [false
teachers] promise them, [their followers],
liberty, they themselves are the servants of
corruption; for of whom a man is overcome,
of the same is he brought into bondage, for
if after they have escaped the polutions of
the world through the knowledge of the
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are
again entangled and overcome, :the latter
end is worse with them than the beginning.
For it had been better for them not to have
known the way of righteousness, [then they
must once have known the way], than, after
they have known it, to turn from the holy
commandments delivered unto them.”

Yes;

; Those servants of

it is trume.

the Lord, who had received from him:

those holy and sacred commandments,
given them to feed the flock, have turn-
ed therefrom, and instead thereof have
substituted those damnable heresies,
[King James translation], which many
of the saints, have been too willing to
imbibe. But thank God, there was a
remnant left that did not partake there-
of; but, returned, or sought for the old
ways, and reorganized the church, and

set in order the priesthoed, and com-.

menced to teach and practice those holy
commandments that false teachers had
set aside, or treated lightly. Yes; and
thank God they have succeeded in
doing away with the application of those
words “By réason of whom the way of
truth shall be evil spoken of.”

Paul says: “In the last days some
should be without natural affection.”
Where is the natural affection, when
parents give more than one of their
daughters to be the wife of one man
at one and the same time? Or, for a
mother to give her own daughter to
wife to her hushand; for mother and
daughter, to share the same bed with
the same man! Truly, they are, “in-
continent traitors, heady, high-mind-

"innocence.
tain sins, that he can atone for by his

e/d./lovers of pleasure more than lovers
of God; having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof”

Is it not having a form of godliness,
to teach all the ordinances of the gospel
to the very letter? Is it not denying
the power thereof to say that there are -
sins that the blood of Christ can not
atone for; but that the zuilty wretch
must atone for them by the shedding of
his own blood? Thus teaching ‘that
there ig more pardoning power in the
bleod of the guilty than in the blood of
That man may commit cer-

own blood, but for which the blood of
Christ is of no avail. Now, if the Serip-
tures above cited truly apply to Utah
Mormonism, then it was as necessary
that there should be a people to fulfill
the same, to make good the predictions
they contain, as it was that there should
be a Judas to fulfill his part i the
prophecies relative to the plan of salva-
tion. To my mind the Utah apostacy
is one of the grandest evidences of the
truth of the latter day work that can
be had. The prophecies foreshow it
clearly and fuliy. W.R.C.
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EXAMPLE.

Has God ever decreed that the example
of his servants shall be 2 standard by
which the human family shall guage
their lives, and by which they shall
finally be judged? y

In other words: Has God ever based
his eternal and unchangeable laws (on
which hang the destinies of manking)
mpon the mere example of his servants?

I can essily understand the force of

example, whether the example be good\

or evil. The history of the world is »
history of this power. It influences
individuals, communities, and nations.
All mankind acknowledge and bow to
. its power, wore or less. The imitative
faculty enters largely into our being.
We copy the example of those who have
gone before, and especially of those
immediately around uws. Many of the
’great lessons of life are drawn from the
‘examples before us, and by the proper
use of our faculties we are enabled to
see the necessity of improvement, if any
is needed, and. how to improve upon the
examples given. *

Experience and observation have
taught us the absolute necessity of good
example in all things. It is somewhere
said that “Man is an imitative being.”
The natural veneration we have for our
parents, and the deference we feel for

their judgment, leads us, often unques-
tioningly, to follow in sheir footsteps.
The respect and admiration we feel for
our seniors in the same family leads us
to do as they do; and the fear of being
thought strange and odd leads us to
follow the cusioms and fashions of the
mass, but it does not necessarily follow
that these customs are the best, nor that
these fashions e>nduce to our well being.
Neither does it follow that the ideas im.
bibed, the principles taught, or the
things practiced by our loving parents
are necessarily the best and the purest.
They may be the best. they know, but
we having received intelligence, and
reason, and, the power of ohservation and
comparison, are in duty bound to think
for ourselves, and note closely the results
of such examples in their lives and in
our own. And if by obrervation, com-
parison, and experience, we find any
evils resulting from their course, it is
our bounden duty to seek a better and
purer course of life than theirs. We
owe this duty to ourselves, our posterity,
the fawily of mankiad, and to our God.
It is a wost sacred and absolute duty.
For one of the surest ways to bless our-
selves, and to improve the race, is to set
good examyples before them. It ennobles
us, and blesses them. Too much stress
can not be laid upon the influence of
good example, and the nacessity of keep-
ing it before the world, especially before
the rising generation. It is like the life
giving influenee of the sun upon the

tender plant, lpnding it upward until it
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has attained perfection. It is like the
rofreshing dew of the morning, blessing

and strengthening all who come under.

its benign influenice. But in order that
example may be a standard of action,
and of final judgment for immortal
beings, it must of necessity be infallible.
Kternal justice can not condemn a being
for not following an imperfeet guide.
1t will not,-it can not, weigh us in an
imperfect balance. = Humanity st its
hest is but imperfect. It has never
been clothed upon with moral perfection.
i i3 a quality o be attained, and is
:nade to depend largely upon our own
vforts.  “Be ye therefore perfect, even
as your Father which is in heaven is
parfect,” was not said to beings already
parfect. It was said to weak, trembling,
imperfect humanity. Mental and physi-
el perfection is all -that was given to
Liumanity, These have not been im:
improved upon, in all the ages, and can
not be.  Physical power and beauty bas
naver been greater than in the begin-
ring. It never will be, at least in this
life. But moral perfection was intended
to be attained; and thas, too, in pursa-
auce of a perfect moral law. If moral
perfection was ever enjoyed, it would
have been found in the first specimen of
the workmanship of the omnipotent and
all perfect Grod; but here we find thag,
althongh Adam was elothed in physical
porfection, moral perfeetion did not
appear.
ehusequences followed, and the same
have rested upon his posterity ever since,
which is evidence that this quality
must be cultivated ; or, in other words, our
moral being must be so cultivated and
dsveloped by the practice of virtue,
righteousness, and truth, that eventuslly
#3 might become perfect morally as well
29 mentally and physieally.

He was led into evil, and evil

If, then,.moral perfection was not
possessed by our great parent, Adam,
how can we reasonably expect to find it
among his descendants, seeing that ages
of evil have tended to demoralize, more
and more, every succeeding generation?
It is vain to look for moral perfection
among the sons of men. It is true that

in proportion to the extent men in any

age have cultivated their moral nature in
accordance with good and holy prinei-
ples, in thas proportion they have
advanced towards perfection. Bus
among all the comparatively and truly
noble of earth’s sons, none have claimed
perfection during their earth life. No,
not one. Paunl declared his imperfection
when he said, For we know in part,
and prophecy in part, but when thas
which is perfect is-come, then that which
is in part -shall be done away. * * For .
now we see through a glass darkly, but
then face to face. Now I know in part,
bu¢ then shall T know even as I also am
known.” James confessed his own im-
perfection and tallibility, as well as
Blijah’s, when he said, “Elias was a
man subjeot to like passions as we are.”’
And Paul says of Jesus, “It became
bim . for whom are all things and by
whom are all things, in bringing many
sons unto glory, to make the capioin of
their salvation perfect through suffer-
ing.”—(Heb. 2:10). If suffering and
obedience were necessary to perfect the
Redeemer of the world who had “itaken
our nature upon him,” and in conse-
quence was “compassed with infirmity,”’
much less may we expect to find perfec-
tion among those whom He has called
to be His servants in any age of the
world. Hence their example, pure as
they may have been, comparatively,
could not be an infallible guide for future
generations to walk by, mor & proper
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standard to try men by at the final judg- .

ment. If any one being’s example on
the earth could be a perfeet standard
for humanity to pattern after, and to
be finally judged by, it would be that of
Jesus Christ; for he proved that it was
possible for humamity to render such
implicit obedience to the eternal law of
right that they would eventually becoms
perfect. But He did not claim that the
power of the gospel, to save or condemn,
depended upon His example alone. If
this had been His claim He needed not
to uster a word, but simply content him-
self with doing good. But instead of
this we find this Great Teacher, “The
Messenger of the Covenant,” declaring
the word of life, and at the same time
saying, “He that vejecteth me and re-
ceiveth not my words, hath one that
judgeth him. The Word that I have
gpoken, the same shall judge him as the
last day. For I have not spoken of my-
self, but the Father which seut me, He
gave me a commandment, what I should
say, and what I should speak. And I
know that his commandment is life
" overlasting.”—John 12:48-50  His
life was spent in teaching by precept, as
well as by example; and he called his
disciples to go forth and preach the
gospel to every creature. When the
prophets were sent to Israel, or to any
of the nations, their business was o de-
clare “the word of God,” and not mere-
ly to exemplify it in sheir lives. The
people were not to be condemned or
blessed by their mere example. Their
ory wag, “O! Israel, hear the word of
the Lord!” And by that “word” they
were to be judged. It can not be that
God would make our salvation to depend
upon our following the practices of men;
for then we should be made dependent
" upon mere flesh; and He has declared,

“Cursed be the man that trusteth in
wman and maketh flesh his arm.”—Jer.
17:5. He further declares that he has
given commandments in order that man
shall nos counsel his fellow man, neither-
truss in the arm of flesh. (Doetrine and
Qovenants, section 1, paragraph 4). This,
then, iz ampe evidence that God has
never made the mere examples of men
the standard by which the race should
be guided, and by which we shall finally
be judged. Nol God has never ordained
that his unchangeable laws (on which
hangs the eternal destinies of mankind)
should rest on the example of fallible
humanity for their power to save or
condemn. He has alwaye plainly ang
publicly proclaimed, either by his own
voice, or the voice of angels, or by His
earthly messengers, the low He had
ordzined to govern mankind; and He
challenges all men to come ‘‘to the law
and the testimony,” and emphatically
deoclares, “If they speak uot according
to this word it is because they have no
light in them.”—Isaish 8:20. Henee,
whatever may have been the practice of
the ancients, or moderns, if we find 1o
positive’ warrant for it in God’s wun-
changeable law, we are not bound by
their example. But if we find their
practices forbidden in any part of God’s
word, we are bound to refuse to follow
their example, however. pure their lives
may have otherwise been. “For God
doth not walk in erooked paths, neither
doth he turn to the right hand nor te
the lefs, neither doth he vary from thas
which he hash said; therefore his paths
are straight and his course is one eternal
round.”—Daoctrine and Covenants, Rev-
elation, July, 1828. © His law, like Hix-
self; must be unchangeable.

What then shall we say of those who
follow the polygamic practices of the -
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ancients, when the record that contains
the fuilness of the gospel, declares shem
“wicked practices,” (B. of M., p. 115),
and ecalls them ‘‘grosser crimes” than
even pride and oppression, and further
declares them ‘“‘ahominable bafore wme,
saith the Lord?’ Yes, that record,
brought forth to be a witness for God in
the last days, forbids the practice of
polygamy, declaring “There shall not
any wan among you have save it be one
wife, and concubines he shall have
none.”—B. of M. ps. 118,119. And,
moreover, to make this law binding
upon us, and to take the wretched ex-
cuse from our wmouths “that the ancients
practiced it, He, in the revelations given
for the special government of Latter
Day Saints, says, “Thou shalt love thy
wife with all thy heart and shall cleave
unto her and vone else.—Rev. D. & C.,
Feh. 9th, 1831, “Again: “He that
looketh upon a woman to lust afier her
hath committed adultery with her
_already in his heart” [ ask again,
What shall we say to those who claim
they have a revelation authorizing the
practice of that which God declares
“abominable” before him? The least
we can say is, They have been deceived
by man or demons, for Grod is not a man
that he should lie, nor the son of mwan
that he should repent.” Let it be re-
membered, then, thas the examples of
Abrabam, David and Solomon, or any
one else, are not standards by which we
shall be judged; bus that the unchange-
able law revealed for the guidance of His
people iz that standard. That law is
perfect; but thess men were liable to
err, as are all men. Men change, often
yieldiog to their passions, when their
better judgments ery oub against the
. evil, and thus they become enslaved in
bonds of their own forging; and all

who follow their evil examples will be
e¢nslaved; and unless they repent will
be thrust down to hell. Listen not te
the sopbistries of men who lead you
from the plain precepts which God has
revesled for the salvation and exaltation
of His children. The gospel is the only
celestial law God has ever revealed to
men, and he declares that “Whoever
declareth more or less than this, the
same 18 not of me, but is against me,
therefore he is not of my church.”—
D. & C., Rev. of May, 1829. Polygamy
is no part of the gospel; hence those
who teach it are not of God.

OnarLEs DERRY.

s R+ — .

THE METHODISTS AND THE MOR-

MONS.

In she Deseret Evening News for July
30th, 1881, the editor undertakes to
defend Mormonism against the bitter
attacks of the late Methodist Conference
at Ogden, by an appeal o the teachings
of the Book of Mormon and Doctrine
and Covenants. ; :

This is altogether right, if by the
word Mormonism we are to understand
that system, and only that system which
is taught in those books as they were
when published in the days of Joseph
the Seer, and ackdowledged by the
Church.  Bus if by Mormonism we are
t6 understand that system built up by
Brigham Young and his followers since
1844, and that which is anthorized by
the Brighamite Doctrine and Covenants,

issued in 1876, then it is altogether

wrong. ~
The two systems—that found in the
genuinely authorized books, and that
buiit up by Brigham and his co laborers
—are as widely different as was original
Christianity and the Romanism of the

dark ages. If Mormonism isthat system
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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built up by Brigham Young and his
fellows, why does not the News in its
defense, point. to their teachings, and
their works, as seen in the fifih and
gizth velumes of the Times and Seasons,
the Frontier Guardian, The Mormon, the
Deseret News, the Millennial Star, since
1844, and especially to the Journal of
Discourses, and The Seer. And why
not point to aetual deeds wrought ous
at Nauvoo, since 1844, and all aleng the
road to Utah, and in all this mountain
region?

If Mormonism or Methodism are to
be judged by the teachings and practices
of some of their professed members and
ministers, then their condemnation is
already pronounced.

Methodism, as a system of religion,
should be judged in the light of its
acoredited and authorized principles and
doctrines.

- Mormonism, as 2 system of religion,
should be judged in a similar way

If the Utah Mormons had taught and
practiced Mormonism as it is in the
Book of Mormon and in the genuine
‘Dootrine and Coveraufs, then they could
consistently take refuge within the im
pregnable walle of those books. Bug
when they have taught and practiced
the very things those books ccendemn,
as in the matter of polygamy, unity of
Church and State, priestly infallibility,
supremacy of the Chiurch and priesthood
- over the wation and civil rulers, tithing
the poor, blood atonement, Adam God,
secret endowments, Zion in Utal, mar
riage in this world binding for the world
to come, persons with material, resurrect-
ed bodies to beget spirits with which to
people worlds, and shat wholesale license
to commit “all manner of blashpheries,”
and ‘“any sin or transgression of the
new and everlasting covenant whatever,”

found on page 426 of the Brighamite
Doctrine and Covenants, shen they are
not entitled to flee to those books as
their defense. Those books emphatically
rebuke such erroneous teachings and -
evil practices.

The Liord has a terrible coﬁtroversy
wich those who profess to believe in the
Book of Mormon and Doctrine and
Covenants, but who at sthe same time
teach and practice contrary to them.
Juss so certain as the Mormonism of
those books is divine, just so certain
will Glod bring to shame and confusion
those who seek to shelter themselves
under their teachings while they con-
tinue to teach and practice contrary to
their plain provisions.

Jesus says: “It iz not every one that
gaith unto me, Lord, Lord, that shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; bus
he that doeth the will of my Father who
is in heaven.” . St. James says: “But
be ye doers of the word, and not hearers
only, deceiving your own selves.”
Again: “What profit is it, my brethren,
for a man to say he hath faith, and hath
When persons say they
believe in the acoredited and standard
beoks of the Churea, and yet do not do
what they clearly enjoin, but do con-
trary to them, their faith is worse than
vain—it is 2 spare to them and a de-
iusion. .

No one can teach and practice Brig-
haroism and intelligensly believe in the
Book of Mormon and Doctrine and
Covenants.

No one can intelligently believe in
those books, and at the same time uphold,
They
are incongruous, contrary, and irrecon-
cilable. If the Utah Mormon leaders
teach Mormonism, then these books do

not. Apd if the standard Mormon
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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books teach Mormonism, then the Utah
Mormon leaders do not.

If Mormonism is to be known and
judged simply by the teaching and prac-
tices of a people who claim to believe in
Mormonism, yet teach and practice con-
trary to the admitted and authorized
standards of the Chureh, then Method-
ism, Presbyterianism, Masonry, and
every other system, must be known and
judged in a similar manner. Such a
. course would be inconsistent, and very
uafair. Let Brighamism be made to
answer for its own affairs ; Mormonism—
tlat taught in svhe gennine Mormon
books—is ready and anxious always to
answer for itself.

If the Methodists desire and intend
to attack Mormonism as taughs in the
Book of Mormon and Doctrine and Cov-
enants, let them come squdrely to the
work and attack its supposed indefensi-
ble points If they wish™ to attack
Brighamism, let them arm themselves
with the abundant and "pertinent facts
of doctrine, prineiple, and hiscory, fourd
in the Book of Mormon and Doctrine
and Covenants, and then they will have
something more solid and effectual with
which to demolish Brighamite errors
than merely irritating preambles and
resolutions. To no source can they so
effectually appeal for arguments and
proofs against the alleged evils of Brig-y|
hamism.

Come, gentlemen, abandon your Chi-
nese method of battle by concussion,
and supply yourselves with good solid
ammunition from the Mormon bocks,
and then you can make havoe of the
evils of Brighamism. There are no
books in ezistence so emphatic and
pronounced in their condempation of the
evils of Brighamism as are these. The

Bible is good, it is true; but it has, as

you are probably aware, its defects and
weaknesses as a weapon with which to
strike down Brighamite evils. The

genuine Mormon books are free from -

these objections. Try them.

As for our Brighamite friends, we
would like to see them stand honestly °

by the doctrines they have taught since

1844, and try to defend them; confess .

the practices had since then among

priests and people, and seek to defend -

them fairly; and when neither are found
right and defensible, then repenst, and
forever abandon them. Bus, gentlemen,
when attacked for doctvines really taught,

and for practices really had, don’t deny -

them and skuvlk away under the shelter-
ing folds of the Book of Mormon and
Doctrine and Covenants for safety, un-
less you intend to repent and conform
your teachings and practices with what
they advise and command. DBe, honest-
ly, what you profess to be. Don’t
claim $o be a lion, when you are but a
fox. Don’t claim to be Latter Day
Saints when you teach and practice
squarely the opposite of what is taught

and commanded in their standard books, .

Your works are finding you out; and

the Lord will not aliow you to take -

sanctuary under his banner, except your
lives are in harmony with His written
word. “Be not deceived, God is not
mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap”—Gal. 6:7,

And this is true of churches and peo-

ples, as well as of individuals.

Our Brighamite friends, by their
appeal to the books when assailed by
the Methodists and others, have demon-
strated their excellency for defense in
respecs to morals and religion. They
find them a convenient and impenetrable
shield against the fierce atéacks upon
genuine Mormonism: But they have
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no right to such protection so long as
they teach and practice outside of, and
contrary to, their provisions and iustrue-
tions. When they shall both teach and
practice what those books reveal to be
-proper and right, then they may with
propriety appeal to them in defense, but
not before.

If honest, and consistent with their
professions, they should confess as did
those of 0ld—*0, our God, what shall we
say after this, for we have forsaken thy
commandments ?”’—EKzra 9:10. And
again: “O Lord, the great »snd dreadful
God, keeping the covenant and mercy
“to them that love him, and to them that
keep his commandments ; we havesinned,
and have committed iniquity, and have
done wickedly, and have rebelled, even
by departing from thy precepts and
frem thy judgments.”’—Dan. 9:4, 5.

That the Utah Mormons may learn
and faithfully live the principles con-
tained in the Book of Mormon and the
genuine Doctrine and Coven;mts, and
thereby be free from just liability of
condemnpation, and have the right to
take refuge under their sinless teachings
and their sate protection, is our most
earnest desire. ““And whe is he that
will harm you, if ye be followers of
that which is good I”’—1 Peter 3:13.

There can be no question but that the
accredited Mormon baoks teach Mor-
monism; but not the kind taught by the
Utah Mormon leaders, in their jouraals,
books and pamphlets. Read and com-
pare.

«And a8 to the celestial glory, all will enter
in and possess that kingdom that obey the
gospel, and continue in faith in the Lord

uuto the end of hig days ' —Hyrum SmIrH, .

Times and Seasons, vol. 5, p. 474,
“He that ruleth his spirit, is better than
him that taketh s city.”’—Prov,

°

Atsion, Idaho,
Feb. 3d, 1881.

Bro. W. W. Blair:—~The Herald,
Advocate. and Hope are good preachers
of themselves, and although I have lost
considerable of my time since I became
a member, my love for the doctrine
seems to grow stronger as I get clder.
It has a charm, and peculiar ring about
it, that seems like the music of David’s
harp on the troubled spirit of Sanl. Tt
seems to search the very depths of the
heart of nearly all who hear it. There
is a beauty in it which must grow more
beautiful, the more the matter is studied.
When I look back and see how indiffer-
ent T have been at times, I am almost
ashamed to say I love it. But the fact
that it is true, and that it is heaven’s
trath, forces itself upon my mind with
irresistible force the more I study it in
the light of the written word. How
blessed those must be who bear this
standard alofs, and continue faithful.

Yours in love,
ALBERTSON.

THE PRESIDENT ON UTAH.

ONE of the President’s personal friends
is authority for the statement thas the

President is quite anxious, 8o soon a8
there is any let up of the existing
pressure. to consider some practical and
speedy plan of dealivg with the Mormon
question.  The recent arrival in New
York of some hundreds of Mormon im-
migrants, the departure from the same
port of Mormon missionaries with a view
of increasing the flood of polygamous
immigration, have intensified in his
mind the desire expressed in his inaugur-
al. While respecting to the utrermost
the conscientious convictions and relig-
ious soruples of every citizen, to prohibit
all eriminal praetice especially of that
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class which destroy the family relations
and endangers social order, he is equally
firm"in his opinion that no ccclesiastical
organization can safely be permitted to
usurp in the smallest degree the fune.
tions and powers of the National Gov-
ernment. Recent attacks by Mormon
Church leaders ou Governor Murray, of
‘Utah, who is a personal frierd of the
President, and upen Gen, M. M. Bane,
of Illinois, because of their anti-polygamy
sentiments, have execited
feeling in his' wind. The renomination
of the latter gentleman as Receiver of
Public Lands in Utah, is tied up in she
Senate on charges preferred by Delegate
Cannon. Among the suggested plans,
that proposed by Ex.-Governor Fuller,
of Utah, in she Herald, of the issuing of
a Presidential proclamation against the

considerable

. praetice of polygamy, is receiving atten.-

tion. A.G. Campbell, the anti poiygamy
Delegate from that Territory, has written
a strong letter favoring it.
Senator Logan, to whom the President
confided the championship of his anti-
polygamy poliey in the Senate, is actively
considering, what Ieglslamon can bess be
had to mees the desired exd.
‘WasmiNgToN, May 7th, 1881.

““Musical tores can be heard furtber than
discords. When tyranis, like Hevod or
Nero, who have thundered forth rude de-
cress, die, the populace, in sscret, laughs;
when a Christ dies all who kuew Him weep.
The affection of the gospel gave it wings.
Like the aroma of flowers the winds loved
to carry the good news. It floated away
from Palestine and fell in lceland aud
Greenland, and with shifting gals:
the islands or in the empire of (onfuciua,
“and made the wild flowers of Paganism and
the cultivated bloom of Palestine grow up
in & rich entaé{giement;
human mind attempts to separate the truth
from this grace, the hopes of man beat low,

. fell om

but when the

Meanwhile

the altars become deserted, and Atheism
begins to compare itself with the philosophy
of a God and s heaven.”—B8wing.
—— et e @ — e
PERSEVERANCE.
“One step and then another,
And the longest walk is ended;
One stitch and then another,
And the largest rent is mended;
One brick upon another,
And the highest wall is made;
Oue flake npen another,
And the deepest snow is laid.”
— e

“We ounght to live a great way within the:

cirvele of the laws of the land., I would live
far above all law. The law of God is far
more rightsous than the laws of the land;
the laws of God are far above the laws of
the land. The kingdom of God does not

interfere with the laws of the land, but -

keeps itself by its own laws’’—SiDNEY
RiapoN, April 6th, 1844, T¥mes and Seasons,
vol. 5, p. 524.

s 0 o

“So l=ve, that: when thy summeons comes to'

Jjoin
{The ionumerable caravan that moves

To the pale realms of shade, where-each

shall take
His chamber in the silent halls of death
Thou go rot, like the quarry slave at mght,
Scourged from his dungeon, but, sustained
and soothed
By an unfaltering irust, approach thy grave
Like one. who wraps the drapery of his

couch .
About him, and lies down to pleasant
dreams.” —BRYANT. B
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COPY OF A LETTER WRITTEN BY
J. SMITH, JR., AND OTHERS,
WHILE IN PRISON.

Liserry Ja1n, Clay Co., Mo.

To Bishop Partridge, and to the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, in Quaincy, Illinois, and %o those
geattered abroad, throughout all the re-
gions round abous.

Your humble servant, Joseph Smith,
jr., prisoner for Christ’s sake, and the
Saints’, in company with his fellow pris
oners and beloved brethren, Caleb Bald-
win, Lyman Wight, Hyrum SBwmith, and
Alexander McRae, taken and held by
the power of mobooracy under the ex-
terminating reign of his excellency,
Governor Lilburn W. Boggs, send unto
you greeting: May the grace of God
the Father, and the Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, rest upsn you all, and
abide with you forever; and may faith,
virtue, knowledge, tex perance, patience,
godliness, brotheriy kinduess and charity
dwell in you and abound, so thas you
may not be barren or unfruitful.

We know that the greater part of
you are acquainted with the wrongs,
high toned injustice and cruelty which
are practiced upon us. We have been
taken prisoners, charged falsely with all
kinds of erimes and thrown into a prison
enclosed with strong walls, ard are sur-

rounded with- a strong guard who are
as indefatigable in watching us, as their
master is in laying snares for the people
of God. Therefore, under these circum-
srances, dearly beloved brethren, we are
the more ready to claim your fellowship
and love. Our situation is ecaleulated
t0 awaken our minds to a sacred remem-
brance of your affection and kindness;
and we think’ that your situation will
have the same effect; therefore, we be-
lieve that nothing can separate us from
the love of God, and our fellowship one
with anuther; and that every syecies of
wickedness and cruelty practiced upon
us, will only tend so bind our hearts
and seal them together in love.

It is probably as unnecessary for us
to say, that we are thus treated and held
in bonds without cause as it would be

for you to say, that you are smitten and

driven from your homes without any
provocation; we mutually understand
and verily know, that if the citizens of
the State of Missouri, had not abused
the Saints, and had been as desirous of
peace as we were, there would have
becen nothing but peace and quie-
tnde to this day; and we should not
have been in this wretched place and
burthened with the society of demons
ip human form, and compelled to hear
nothing but ocaths and curses, and wit-
ness scenes of drookenness and debauch-
eries of every deseription; neither would
the cries of orphans and widows have
ascended to God, or the blood of the
Saints stained the soil, and ories for
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vengeance against them. Bat “we dwell
with these who hated peace’ and who
delighted in war, and surely their un-
relenting hearts,—their inhuman and
murderous disposition—and sheir oruel
practices, shock huwmanity, and defy
deseription! It istruly a tale of sorrow,
lamentation and woe, too much for hu-
manity to coptemplate. Such a trans-
action can not be found where kings
and tyrants reign, or among the savages
-of the wilderness, or even among the
ferocious beasts of the forest. To think
than man should be mangled for sport,
after being cruelly put to deash. Wore-
en have their last morsel stolen from
them, while their helpless ot ildren were
clinging around them and erying for
food—and then to gratify the hellisk
desires of their more than inhumsn
oppressors, be violated, is horrid in the
extreme.

They practice these things uwpon she
Saints who have done them no wrong,
had committed no crime, and who were
an innoeent and virtuous pecple; and
have proved themselves fovers of God
by forsaking and enduring al things
for his sake. “It must needs be that
offences come, but wo to those by whom
they eome.”

O God! where art thou! and where
is the pavilion that covereth thy hiding
place? how long shall thy hand be
stayed, and thy pure’eyes behold from
the heavens, the wrongs and sufferings
of thy people and of thy servants; and
thine ears be penetrated with their
cries? How long, O Lord! shall they
thus suffer, before thine heart shall be
goftened toward them, and thy bowels
towards
O Lord God Almighty, maker
of heaven, earth, and seas, and of all
things that in them i¢, and who cortrol-

be moved with compassion
them 7

eth and subjecteth the devil and the
dark and benighted dominions of Shaole,
streteh forth thy hand, let thine eye
pierce, let thy pavilion be taken up, let
thy hiding place no longer be uncover-

" ed, let thine ear be inclined, let thine

heart be softened, and thy bowels moved
with compassion towards thy people;
and let thine anger be kindled against
our enemies, and in thy fury let fall the
sword of thine indignation, and avenge -
us of our wrongs. Remember thy suf-
sring Saints, O our God! and thy ser-
vants will rejoice in thy name forever.

Dearly beioved brethren, we realize
that periious times have come, as have
been testified of in ancient days, and
we may leok with certainty, and the
most perfece assurance, for the rolling
in of all those. things which have been
spoken of by ail the holy prophets: life
up your eyes to the brighs luminary of
day, and you can say, soon thou shalt
veil thy blushing face, for at the behest
of Him who said, “let there be light, and
shere was lighs,” thou shalt withdraw
thy shining. Thoun moon ,thou dimmer
light, and luminary of night, shalt turn
to blood. We see that the prophecies
concerning the last days are fulfilling,
and the time shall soon come when the
“Son of man shall descend in the clouds
of heaven, in power and great glory.””

We do not shrink, nor are our hearts
and spirits broken at the grievous yoke
We know that
God will have our oppressors in derision, -
that he will Jaugh at their calamity, and
mock when their fear cometh.

We shink we should have got out of
our prison house at the time Elder Rig-
don got a wris of habeas corpus, bhad

which is put npon us.

not our own lawyers interpreted the law -
contrary to what it reads, and against
us, which prevented us from introdue-
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g our witnesses before the mock court,
they have done us much harm from the
beginning ; they have lately acknowl-
edged that the Jaw was misconstrued,
and then tantalized our feelings with it,
and have now entirely forsaken us, have
forfeited both their oaths, and their
bonds, and are co-workers with the mob.
From the information we received,
the public mind has been for some time
turning in-cur favor, and the majority
is now friendly, and the lawyeis can no
“longer browboat us by saying, that this
or shat is a matter of public epinion, for
public opinion is not willing to brook
all their proceedings, but is beginning
to lock with feelings of indignation
upon our oppressors,.—We think thas
truth, honor, virtue, and innocence will
eventually come out triumphant.

We should bave taken ous a writ of
habeas corpus, and escaped the mob in
a sammary way, but unfortunately for
us, the timber of the wall being very
hard, our auger handles gave out which
hindered us longer than we expected,
we applied to a friend for assistance, and
a very slight uncausions act gave rise to
suspicion, and before we could fully suc-
osed, our plan waz discoversd. We
ghould have made our escape, and sue.
ceeded admirably well, bad it not been
for a little imprudence, or over anxiety
on the part of our friend.

The Sheriff and Jailor did not blame
us for our attempt; it wasa fine breach,
and eost the county a round sum; pub-
lie opinion says, we ought to have been
permitied to have made our eseape, but
then the disgrace would have been on us,
but now it must come on the State.
We know that shere can not be any
charge sustpined against vs, and that
the conduct of the mob-~the murders
at Hawn’s mill—the exterminating or-

der of Govenor Boggs, and the one sided,
raseally proceedings of the Legislature,
has damned the state of Missouri to all
eternity. We have tried a long time to
get our lawyers to draw us some petitions
to the Supreme Judges of this state, but
they have utterly refused; we have ex-
amined the laws, and drawn the petitions
ourselves, and have obtained abundance
of proof to counteracs all the testimony
that is against nus—so that if the Judges
do not grant us our liberty they have
gob to act contrary to honor, evidenoe,
law or justice, merely to please the mob;
but we hope better things, and trust
that before many days, God will so or-
der our case, that we shall be set at lib-
erty, and again enjoy the society of the
Saints. We received some letters from
our friends, last evening, one from
Emma, one from D. C. Smith and one
from Bishop Partridge all breathing a
kind and consoling spirit; we had been
a long time without information from
our friends, and when we read those let-
ters they were refreshing to our souls,
as the gentlle air and refreshing breeze;
but our feelings of joy were mingled
with feelings of pain and sorrow on ac-
count of the sufferings of the poor and
much injured Saints, end we need not
say unte you that the flood gates o our
hearts were “open, and our eyes were a
fountain of tears. Those who have not
been inclosed in the walls of a prison,
without esuse or provocation, can have

1 bat little idea, how sweet the voice of

s friend or one token of friendship is,
from any source whatever, and awakens
and calls into action every sympathetic
feeling of the human heart, it brings to
veview every thing that has passed, it
seizes the present with the velocity of
lightning, and grasps after the future,
with fond anticipation. It fills the
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mind with tenderness and love until all
enmity, malice, hatred, past differences,
misunderstanding, and mismanagements
are entirely forgotton or are slain vie-
tims at the feet of love. When the
beart is sufficiently contrite, then the
voice of inspiration steals along and
whispers, My son, peace be unto thy
soul, thine adversity and thy afflictions
shall be but for a moment, and then if
thou art faithful and endure; God shall
exalt thee on high, theu shalt triumph
over all thy foes, thy friends do stand by
thee, and shall hail thee again with
warm hearts: thou art not yet as Job,
thy friends do not contend against thee,
neither do sthey charge thee with trans-
gression, and those who do charge thee
with transgression their hope shall be
blasted, and their prospects melt away,
as the hoar fross melteth before the rays
of the rising sun. It likewise informs us
that God has set his mind to change the
times and the seasons and to blind the
minds of the wicked, that they may not
understand his marvelous workings,
that he may take them in their own
craftiness, because their bearts are cor-
rapt and the distress and sorrow which
they seek to bring upon the Saiats, shall
return upon them double ; and not many
years hence, they and their posterity,
shall be destroyed from under heaven.
Cursed are all those that shall iift up
the heel against mine ancinted, saith the
Lord, for they have not sinued before
me saith the Lord, but have done that
which was meet in mine eyes,' and which
I commanded them, saith the Lord.
Those who cry transgression, do it be-
cause they are the servents of sin, and
are the children of disobedience them-
selves, and swear falsely against my ser-
vants, that they may bring them into
bondage and death.—~Wo unte them,

because they have offended my listle

ones; they shall be severed from the or-
dinances of mine house, their baskets
shall not be full, their houses and their
landsshall be empty, and they themselves
shall be despised by those who have
flattered them. They shall not have
right ¢o the priesthood, nor their pos-
terity after them, from generation to
generation; and it would have been bet-
ter for them that a mill stone had been
hung =about their necks and they
drowned in the depths of the sea. Wo
unto all those who drive, and murder,
and testify against my people, saith the
Lord of hosts, for they shall aos escape
the damnation of hell: behold mine eye
seeth, and 1 know all their works, and
I have in reserve, a swift judgment in
the season thereof, and they shall be re-
warded according to their works.

God has said, he would have a tried
people, and that he would purify them
as geld is purified. Now, we think he
has chosen his own ecrucible to try us,

and if we should be so happy as to en-"

dure and keep the faith it will be a
sign to this generation, sufficient to
leave them withous excuse; and that it
will be a trial of our faith equal to that
of Abrabam or any of the ancients, and
that they will not have much cause to
boass over us, in the persecutions and
trials they endured. After passing
through sv much suffering and sorrow,
we trust that before long a ram may be
caught in the thickes, so that the sons
and daughters of Abraham may be re-
lieved from their fears and anxisty, and
that their fuces may once more be lighted
up with joy and salvation, and they be
enabled to hold out uato everlasting life.

Now concerning the places for the%o-
cation of the Saints, we would say that
we can not counsel you in this thing as
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well as if we were with you; and as to
the things written to you before, we did
not consider them binding; we would
advise, that while we remain in prison
and in bondage, that the affairs of the
Church be conducted by a General Con-
ference of the most faithful and respect
able of the authorities of the Church,
and that she proceedings of the same be
ferwarded to your humble servants, and
if* there be any corrections by the word
of the Lord they shall be freely trans.
mitted, and we will cheerfully approve
of all things which are acceptable to
God. If any thing should have been
suggested by us or any names mention-
ed exoept by eommandment or “thus
saith the Lord,” we do not consider
is binding; therefore we shall not feel
~grieved if you should deem it wisdom
We
would respectfully advise the brethren,
to be aware of an aspiring spirit, which
has frequently urged men. forward to
make foul speeches and beget an undue
influence in the minds of the Saiuts and

to make different arrangements.

bring much serrow and distress in the
Church. We would likewise say. be
awsre of pride, for truly hath the wise
man s3id “pride goeth before destruction
and an haughty spirit before a fall.
Ousward appearance is wuot always a
criterion for us to judge our fellow wan
by, but the lips frequently betray the
haughty and overbearing misd, Flat
A frapk
and open rebuke, provokeih a good man
to emaulation, and in the hour of trouble
he will be your best friend, but rebuke
a wicked wan and you will soon see
maaifest all the corruption of » wicked
heart, the poison of asps is under their
wongue, and they cast the Saints in pris-
on that their deeds be not reproved. A
faneiful, flowery and heated imagination

tery also, is a deadly poisca.

be aware of, for the things of God are
of vast importance, and require time and
experience as well as deep and solemn
thonght to find them out; and it we
would bring souls to salvation it requires
that our minds shonld rise to the high-
est heavens, search into and contemplate
vhe lowest abyss, expand wide as etereity
aud bold commurion with Deity. How
much more dignified and noble are the
thoughts of God than the vain imagin-
ations of the buwan hears. How vain
and srifling have been our spirits in our
conferences and council meetings, as well
as in our public and private conversa-
tions; too low and condescending for
the dignified characters of the called and
chosen of God, who have been set apart
in the mind of God before the foun-
dation of the world, to hold the keys of
the mysteries of those things, which
have been kept hid for ages and gener-
ations, which have been revealed to
babes, yea to the weak, obscure, and
despisable ones of the earth.  We would
besesch you to bear with the infirmisies
of the weak, and at the same time ex-
hors ene anether to a reformation, both
teachers snd taught, male and female,
so that honesty, sobriety, caudor, so-
lemnity, plainness, meekness and virtue
wmay characterise us from henceforth;
and shat we be like little children with-
out malicé, guile or hypoericy. And
now brethren after your tribulations, it
you do these things, and exercise fer-
vent prayer in the sight of God always,
ha shall give uato you knowledge, by
bis Holy Spirit; yea he shall pour out
the H)ly Ghost in such copious effusion
as has not been sinece the creation until
now; yea, the fulness of that promise
whieh our Fathers have waited for with
such anxious expectation, which was to
be revealed in the last days, and held in
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reserve until a time when pothing shall
be withheld, when all the glories of earth
and heaven, time and eternity shall be
manifest to all those, who have enduared
valiantly for the gospel of Jesus Christ.
If there be bounds-set to the. heavens,
the seas, the dry Jand, they shall be
manifest, as well as the various revo-
lutions of the sun, meon, and planets;
and a full development of all the glorious
‘laws by which they are governed shall
be revealed in the “dispensation of the
fulness of times” according ¢o that which
was ordained in the midst of the council
of heaven in the presenecs of the eternal
God, bofore this world was. )
Ignoranee, bigotry, and supsratition
are frequently in the way of the pros
perity of this Church, and are like the
torrent of rain rushing down from the
wountains, which fluods the clear stream
with mire and dirt, but when the storm
is over and the rain has cessed, the mire
and dirt, are washed away, and the
stream again is pure and clear as the
fountain; so shall the Church appear
when ignorance, superstition and bigotry
ave washed away. What power can stay
the heavens.  As well might man stretch
forth his puny arm to stop the mighty
Missouri river in its course, as to hinder
the Almighty from pouring down kpow!l
edge from heaven upon the hearts of the
" Latter Day Saivts. What is the Gov-
ernor with his murderous party, bus
willows o0 she shore to stop the weter
in their progress?! As well might we
argue that water i3 not water, because
the mountain torrens sends down mire
and riles the erystal streamw; or thas fire
is not fire because it can be quenchable,
as to say that our cause is dowa becanse
renegadoes, lixrs, priests and morderers,
whe are slike tenacious of their crafis
ereeds, have peured down upon us a flood

hope of ylory which is in us.

of dirt and mire trom their strong holds:
No, they may rage, with all the powers
of hell, and pour forth their wrath, indig-
nation and eruelsy like the hurning lava
of mount Vesuvius, yet,shall Mormonism
stand. Truth is Mormonism, asd God
is its author. By HIM we received our
birth, by BIM we were called to a dis-
pensation of his gospel, in the begin-
ning of the fulness of times. It was by
bim we received the Bock of Mormon,
by him we remain unto this day and
shall continue to rewain if it be his
glory. We are determined to endure
tribulation as good scldiers, wuunto the
end. When youread this, you will learn
that prison walls, iron doors, séreeching
hinges, guards and jailors have not des-
troyed our confidence, but we say, and
that from experience, that they are.caleu-
lated in their very nature to make the
soul of an houest man feel stronger than
the powers of hell. But we must bring
our epistle to a close, and send our re:
spects to fatbers, mothers, wives, and
children, brothers and sisters, and be
assured we hold thewm in sacred remem-
brance.

.We should be glad to hear from Rl
der Rigdon, George W. Robinson; and
Eider Cahoon, we remember them and
would -ike to jog their memory & Jittle
on the fable of the besr and the two
friends who mutunally agreed to stand by
each other. We ocould alse mention
Ugncle Johu Swmith and othors; a word
of gonsolasion znd a blessing would not
come amise frow any body, while we are
so closely whispered by the bear. Our
respects and love to all the virtuous
Saints.  We are; dear brethren, your
fellow sufferers and prisoners of Jesus
Christ for the gospel’s sake, and for the
Amen.
JosEPH SMITH, JR.,
Hyrum 8SmirH,

Lymay WreHT,
CAareB BALDWIN,
ALEXANDER MoRagw.
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THE JEWS AND THE INDIANS.

Rev. Hthar Smith, of Vermont, re-
lates that, in 1815, a Mr. Marrick, a
person of very respeciable character,
while leveling a mound near his resi.
dence on Iudian Hill, discovered a strap
about six inches in length and one and
a half in breadth. At each end was a
loop, probably for carrying it. He
found that it was formed of two pieces
of thick raw-hide, sewed and made
water-tight with the sinews of some
animal; and in the frld was contained
four pieces of parchment. One of the
pieces was torn to shreds by some neigh-
bors who came to sce them. The other
three were sent to Cambridge, and were
found to have been written with a pen
in Hebrew, plain and legible. The
writing was quotations of Deut. 6th
chapter, from the 4th to the 9th verse,
inclusive; also 11th chapter, 13-21, in-
clusive, and Exodus 13tk chapter, 11-16,
inclusive, to which the reader can refer.
Calmet tells us that these texis are the
very passages of Seripture which the
* Jews wrote upon their phylacteries, and
wrote upon their forebead and upon the
wrist of the left arm. Josiah Priest
tells us that it is related by Dr. West that
an old Indian informed him shat his
fathers had been in possession of a book
which they carried with them for a long
time, but havieg lost the knowledge of
reading it, they buried it with an In-
dian chief.

Bsdras tells us that some of the ten
tribes of the Israelites went northward,
after their captivity, to the land of Ar-
sareth. This journey, as we learn from
Esdras, occupied a year and a halfl
Esdras says “thas they would leave the
mulsitude of the heathen aund go forth
into a country where never maskind
dwelt.” Norway, Lapland and Sweden,

it—perfection iz not of

may have been the very land ecalled
Axsareth, as we there find traces of the
Tsraclites.

But how did they get to America
from Lapland? Buffon and other great
natoralists suppose that KEurope and
America were at ons time united. It
is thus that they aceount for many ani-
mals being found in Awmerica. It is
supposed that the two continents were
disconnected by convulsions in nature,
and that Greenland, Teeland, and other
islands are remains of the conneetion.
Besides the ten tribes had a knowledge

-of navigation.

i
WEAK POINTS .

TH1s is a world of imperfections. No
sueh thing as perfection is attained in
mortals. . The
person who keeps these faots im his
mind will not only be the more guarded
in reepect to his own =actions, but will
at the same tifie be better prepared to
make due and necessary allowances for
the actions of others. All mankind
have their weak points. It is true the
weakness of some is much greater than
tha‘b.of others, and of a very different
nature, bub there ure none entirely
exemwps. We are very apt to expeet
too much, or o require too much, of our
fellowmen. We fail t6 make needed
and necessary ailowances for their fool-
ings. We forget that even those whom
we look upon as foremost Chrisgians are
by no means infallible, and that all that
are human, are liable to err, and do err.
We expect too much of weak mor-
tals. - It is true there are those of whom
we have a right to expect much, and
who above all otheas, it appears, have

 learned of the great Teacher. But even

these have their failings; and thodgh
not perhaps as great and as serious as
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ours, they are still failings. And as
there are none of us exempt from our
weak points, does it not become us to
study well what these weak points are,
that we may wateh «nd guard against
them? Here Batan, with
whow we have to war, attacks us. How
necessary, then, does it become that we
search out these besetting sins, as it
were, and with God’s help, endeavor
earpestly to overcome them!

And let us no longer lovk upon the
faults of others without a proper degee
ofallowance, and instead of holding them
up to the inspection of the world, let us
help those in whom we see them to dis-
‘eover and pus them away. Let us look
more at the motives and goed intentions

is where

of our fellowmen, and less at those efrors
that come from natural failings, or {from
the head and not from c¢he heart. If
we will do this, we should be much hap-
pier, our.love for erring humarity
greater, and our labor in the vineyard
of the Lord much more effsctive

.
e

NOAH’S DISCOVERY OF AMERICA.
Ar the First Presbyterian Church last
evening, Rev. Robert Patterson, D D.|
delivered a lecturs on the monuments
lIefs by the sons of Noah in Awerica.
The argument ran thas siace Noah and
his sons had bsen able to build tne larg
est vessel the world had known befove
or since, it was reasonable to believe
that they could have built one or 2 fleet
of ships in which to go to America’
And to prove the probability of the facs
that America was knowa at that time,
reference was made to the mention by
Plato, on the stresgih of informasion
gathered in Hgyps, of the island Atlan
tis, then submerged, sitnated in mid
ocear between Africa and another and
larger continent. A parallel was then
drawn between the existiag monuments
in-Central America and those of Egypt
and Syria, a great similaricy being dis-
covered, a similar likeness being also

observable between the idolatrous rites
of the Mexicans and the Israelites in
their lapses from the true faith. The
downward tendency of all peoples reject-
ing the word of God was noticed, and a
mouranful warsing given that the prone-
ness of . the present generation to the
tarping of the Sabbath into a day of
pleasure and amusement, their willing-
ness to reject the Bible from our publie
schools, and the ready ear given to such
like doctrines as that of free love, were
all indications thuat a like decadence is
pot improbable in the future.—Sun Fran-
cisco Chronicle,

W have been contivued in the Utah
Mission, and hope that the same consid-
erate aid afforded us by local brethren
may be continued with us, with adJed
foree and diligence. We also tyust that
the Bishop’s efforts to secure aid for the
chapel, so much needed, may be early
enough to reach us in gowd time this
fall.

We declare, affirm, define, and pronounce
it necessary to salvation for every buman

creature to be subject to the Roman pontiﬂ'.

— Cardinal Manning.

The Pope has redeemed the clergy from
the obedience due to princes; therefore
kings are no more the superiors of the cler-
gy — Bellarmine.
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THE REMNANT.
WHo are the ‘‘remnant,” spoken of by
Joel, in 2: 32, where he says:

“And it shall coms to pass, that whoso-
ever. shall call on the name of the Lord
shall be delivered: for in Mount Zion and
in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the
Lord hath said, aud in the remnant whom
the Lord our God shall call?”

When we view the latter days in the
light of prophecy, and find they are to
be “perilous,” and that then men’s hearts
are to fail them for fear, and for looking
after those things which are coming on
the earth, and that “many false proph-
ets shall ariss and decsive many,’-—
that then “the Liord maketh the earth
empty, and maketh it waste, and turn-
eth it upside down, and scattereth
abroad the inhabitanta thereof,” and that
“the day of the Lord so comesh ss a
thief in the night,” is becomes a master
of iutense interest for all to kuow to
what soures to look for deliverance. In
the days of the apostles, Jesusalem was
the point from whense the light of truth
beamed out upon the world. “Silvation
is of the Jews,” said Jenus, and it was
ordained of Grod shat from this point, the
knowledge of salvation by remission of
sing, should go forth into all the world.
Our Savior said, (Luke 24: 46, 47)
“thus it is written, and thus it behooved
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the

dead the third day: and that repentance
and remission of sins should be preached
in his name amoung all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem.” Judea was the scens of
the apostles’ first labors, and “into none
of the cities of the Gentiles enter ye,”
was the command of Jesus to them, un.
til after His passion, then “He com.
manded them fo not depart from Jerusa-
lem, but wait for the promise of the “Ifa-
ther,” that from that God-ordained point,
they, after they had reccived the power of
the Holy Ghost, might go forth and fal-
full the last mission which He gave them,
viz: “teach all nations, baptizing them
in the nams of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” Butin
the last days, when “all Israel shall be
saved,” as it is written (Rom. 11: 26,)
salvation is to go forth from another
place; and mankind must look to anoth.
er source than Jerusalem for tha salva-
tion of the Almighty, uotil the Jews are
gathered -back, and “a fountain opened
to the house of David, and to the inhabi-
tants ofJerusalem, fur sin, and for ue-
cleanness.” Zech. 13: 1, Paul says,
“there shall come out of Zion the deliver.
er, and shall turn away ungodliness from
Jacob.” Rom. 11: 26, and * Oh, that the
salvation of Isreal were vome out of Zion.”
(Ps. 14:7,) was the inspired prayer of
the Psalmiss for Israel. Heg, us well ay
Paul, knew by the ipspiration of the Al
mighty, that when the Lord should “set
his hand again the second time to recov-
er the remnant of Hie people, which

shall be left from Assyria, and from
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Hgypt, and from Pathros and from Cush,
~and from -Elam, snd from Shinar, and
from Hamath, and from the Islands of
. the Sea,” (Isa. 11: 11,) that he would “lifs
up an ensign to the nations from far,”
and not from Jerusalem, and that the lo-
cality, or place from whence the light
and saving power of God should proceed,
was Zion.

It is not so much my purpose to treat
in this article of Zion and Jerusalem as
places of deliverance, as of the remnant.
Yet when we understand the one sub-
jeot, it aids us very much with regard to
the other., Inasmuch, therefore, as sal-
vation,” the “‘¢yvenant,’” or “deliverer,”
is to go forth of Zion in the last days, it
is eseential to know where Zion is.
Tsaiah in the eighteenth chapter, speak-
ing of the latter day work, says of the
ministry, or “ambassadors,” sent “upon
the sea in véssels,” who go as “swift
messengers t0 a natlon seattered and
peeled,” (that is to Israel) that they are
to go from “the land shadowing with
(or in the form or shape of ) wings, which
is beyond the rivers of Kthiopia” The
land here described can be none other

than the land of America, first, from |

the fact that it lies directly “beyond the
rivers of Eithiopia,” and then it liss geo-
graphically, ia the very form of wings,
and there is no other land on the face
of the globe that does, and “in that
time” (when the swift messengers go to
a nation scattered and peeled) “shall the
present be brought uuto the Lord of
hosts, of'a people scattered and peeled.”
Where shall they be brought to, we in-
quire? Obviously to the place from
whence the “swift messengers” were
seat, and that Jand we have seen iy Amer-
iea. The prophet deseribesit in the sev-
© enth verse as “the place of the name of the
Loxd of hosts, the mount Zion”” * What

do we learn by these scriptures? Why,
the all important fact, that America is
“the land shadowing with wings,” aand
thas it is “the place of the name of the
Liotrd of hos, the mount Zion.””? Here
then is the land from whence the “de-
liverer” spsken of by Paul—the salva-
tion of Isreal prayed for by David, should
go forth, for bere is Zion. We will now
give another proof that America is the
land where the great latter day work
should commence; and to which the
Saints will be gathered, and therefore
the land of Zion. Moses says of Jo-
seph;

«Hig glory is like the firstling of his bul-
lock, his horus are liks the horns of uni-
corns: and with them he shall push [gath-
er]-the people together to the ends of the
earth: and they [hie horns] are the ten
thougands of Ephraim, and they are the
thousands of Manassah,”~—Deut. 33: 17,

Here we find 2 pushing together de-
clared, or a gathering, and that the ten
thousnads of Ephraim, and the thous-
ands of Manassah are the instruments,
or. ministry, by which it iz broughs
about, and that the “ends of the earth”’
are the placcs- to which they will be
gethered. Now, which way shall we
measure the earth, to get the ends there
of?  Certainly not north and south, for
in that direction its diameter is the least.
To find the “ends of the earth,” would
be to find the two points farthess apart,
and this you would do by measuring
from easb to west, for that way its di-
ameter is greatest.

Now, if we can fiad one point at which
Grod will gather the people in the last
days, it will not be diffisult to find very
nearly the other point. It is a well

known fact to 2]l enlightened Bible stu-

dents, that God will, in these last days,
gather Judah back to Jerusalem, or the

land of Judab; and that as a nation,
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they will, at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ,” occupy that land.. Here
then is one of God’s gathering polntg—
here is onegof “the ends of the earth,”
to which Moses alluded in’his blessing
of Joseph and his seed. Having found
this one endof the earthTwe must now
go eastward or westward half way round
the earth, and there you find the other
end; and where does it bring you? - It
brings you to ““the land shadowing with
wings”—the land of Amerieca—just op-
posite upon the globe, and here is the
land of Zion. At what point.in Amer-
ioa the city of Zion was to be located,
would ‘be ‘left, we might readily con-
clude, to be revealed in that day when
“the Lord shall build up Zion.” Ps.
102: 16, We therefore must look to
the revelations given in these days, and
they inform us (D. and C. 4:1,) that
the “city shall be built beginning at the
temple lot which is appointed by the
finger of the Lord, in the western boun-
daries of Missouri,” and in par. 2, the
Lord assures us that in this city, ere
this generation passes away, there shall
be built'unto the Lord a house, “and a
cloud shall rest upor it, which eloud
ghall be even the glory of the Lord,
which shall fill the house.” We are
told in See. 18, given in August, 1831,
that Zion was appointed and dedicated
to God, that
“A feast of fat thing things might be pre-
pared for the poor; [God remembers the
poor to bless them.] Yes, a feast offat
things, of wine on the leas well refined, that
the earth may kunow that ihe mouths of the
- prophets ahall noi fail; yea, o supper of the
house ofthe Lord, well prepared unto which
all nations shall be invited. Fivetly the
rich and the learnad, the wise nnd the no-
bie; and sfter thab cometh the day of my
power: then shall the poor, the lame and
blind, and the deaf, come in unto the mar-
risge of the Lamb; and pariake of the sup-

per of the Lord, prepared for the great-day
to come, and furthermore, “that the testi-
mony might go forth from Zion, yea, from
the mouth of the city of the heritage of
God; yea, for this cause I have sent you hith-
er.”

We have before seen, that Paul said,
the “covenant,” (which is the gospel)
should go forth of Zion as the “deliver-
er,” that David saw that salvation to
Isreal should come out of Zion, and now
we are told that the Lord sent the min-
istry to dedicate the city plat—“‘the place
of the name of the Lord of host, the
mount Zion,” that the “testimony might
go forth of Zion” In par. 15, the
Lord says,

“For verily the sound must go forth from
this place into all the world, and unto the
uttermost parts of the earth-—the gospel
must be preached unto every creature,
with signs following them that believe,”

How plain and striking the coinei-
dence of these prophecies, and their
folfilment. David, Moses, Isaiah, Paul
and others make. the predictions, and
the Latter Day Saints fulfull them to
the letter. From Zion, in Aungust, 1831,
the gospel began to go.forth unto the
nations, as predicted, with signs follow-
ing them .that believe. In 1833 the
Saints were driven from the immediate
vieinity of the “city of Zion”” In 1838
they were driven fo the State of Illinois,

by the exterminating order of the State

of Missouri. Oa . Jume 27th, 1844,
the prophet, and the patriarch of the
Church (Joseph and Hyrum Smith)
were killed by & mob, in Carthage jail,
Tllinois.. The Chureh, on account of
their wicked works, were rejected, and
brought upon tkemselves, “wrath, in.
dignation, and judgments,” by their
folltes and abominuativns, which they
practiced before the Lord. In the
blindness and distraction that ensued,
various factions aroge, with various suc-
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ces. .Many set themselves up as Proph-
ets to lead the Church, and foremost
among them was the “‘twelve,” who drew
after them, for a season, a large body of
ths Saints. ‘

But the most of those who followed
the Twelve, were not satisfied with
“the measures and practices of those in
authority, but what should they do?
They could not go back into the world
and deny their religion, which they
knew to be true, and it evidently did
not ogeur to themn that it was infinitely
better to stand still, or even go out
among entire unbelievers, than to fol-
low a blind, corrupted priestheod ; and
80 they followed on, self-reproached and
self-condemned, solacing - themselves
with the thought, that things would take
“a turn for the better by and by, not
comprehending the fact that they must
make the turn themselves; and must
work out their own salvation with fear
and trembling, and that to follow,
silently under corrupt rule, was to be-
come partakers of their evil deeds.

But Zion was under the feet of the
enemies of God. The Church as an or-
ganized body was rejected, and to what
source must the scattered, sorrowing
Saints.look for deliverance ? They could
not find it in Jerusalem, nor in Zion,
nor in an organized. Church. Where
then? We answer, in the “Remnant,”
whom the Lord should call. Well, says
one, who.or what is this remnant? There
has been a great deal of speculation
about that matter, and we would like to
know. Very well, let us go to the “law
and testimony,” and see if we can nob
find out. That it is a people, while
Zion, and Jerusalem, are places, is ev-
ident from the language itself. A rem-
nant, is a pars of anything, less than the
‘whole, hence, a remnant of a people, is

not the people, in & proper sense. A

rempant of a- church is not, in proper

parlance, the church, but a part of it.

So far as relates to an organization now, .
that Joseph the Martyr knew that the

faithfal Latter Day Saints would find

deliverance in this remnant spoken of
iz very evident from his remarks to a

Conference of Elders, held April 21st,

1834, see Jogepl’s History, Times and
Seasons, vol. 6, page 1069, He says

as follows:

“God was to cell a remnant, in which was

‘to be deliverance, a8 well as in Jerusalem

and Zien. Now if God should give no more
revelations [than the] Bible where will we
[the Saints] find Zion and this remnant?
The time i8 near when desolation iz to cover
the earth, and then God will have & place of
deliverance in His remnani, snd in Zion,”
&o.

I do not understand this language to
mean that deliverance will be found sim-
ultaneously in the remnant and in Zion, .
any more than the language of Joel
means that deliverance should be found
simultaneously in Zion and Jernsalem,
which Latter Day Saints ought to know
will not be the case. It simply means
that when the terrible desolations of the
last days come, the Saints will find safe-

ty in the remnant and in Zion, and of -

necessity, deliverance must be found in
the remnant first. Al the Saints know
that the “desolations” have come, and
are being multiplied, as foretold by pro-
phecy, and they are looking about for
gafety and deliverance from them, and
where shall they look for it? In Zion?
No! for Zion is not yet redeemed.
Shall we look to Jerusalem? No! that
is in no better condition for the Saints’
deliverance than Zion. Where than
shall we look? Look to the “remnant”
that God has called, you may rest as-
gured that deliverance will be found
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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there, and you may know God has cer-
tainly called the remnant; for “desola-
tion” is beginning to cover the earth.
Bro. Joseph said; “God will have a place
of deliverance in his remnant.” But
where is the remnant? you inquire. It
certainly is not among the Lamanites,
for God has not called them yet, and
when God. does call them, it will be
through the Saints, so they, “the rem-
nant of Jacob,” will be dependent on
the Saints for their deliverance, ‘“for by
the keys which I have given, shall they
[Israel] be led.” D. and C. see. 11, p.
6. Israel (and the Lamanites are a
remnant of them) must be dependent
upon the Saints for salvation, from the
fact that the keys of the last dispensa-
tion have been committed unto them
for the last time, and from them the
gospel ‘must go forth into all the world,
unto every creabure.

Wherever the remnant is when God
ealls them, he will give them the knowl-
edge of his salvation, both for them-

selves, and for those who come to them. .

Tn them, and by them, he will make
manifest his power to deliver. There
you will find the priesthood of God,
and the keys of power. Do you still
ask who are the “remnant?”’ T answer,
they are the remnant of that chureh
which was rejected in Nauvoo in 1844,
and I will now give you a testimony
given by the Spirit, at Zarahemla, Wis-
consin, Januvary 20th, 1854, and may
God witness the truth of it to your
souls, by the Spirit.

“Ye ask, truly, but ye ask amiss: cleanse
yo yourselvea of all bitterncss, and come
before me as one man, and prove me there-
by, saith the Lord by the voice of His
Spirit, and lo, I will scatter the darkness,
and thy watchmen, O Israel, shall see eye
to eye, and this remnant shall rise cut of
obsourity and put on strength, Uphold the

first ¢lder, or seniof, in this work, whom I
have appointed by your faith and prayers,
and surely I will give you knowledge, and
gshow you hidden wisdom, cencerning the
remnant ¢f whom I have spoken in days of
old, whom I have appointed io speak com-
fortably to the captives, and give them
bresd and water in their journey. There-
fore seek the preparation for that which I
have promised, even power over false spir-
its, and disease; and if you seek it, even
unity, with all your hearts, I will bless
the sacrifice, and you shall have peace
and joy, beyond that which you have be-
fore tasted in Zarahemla.”

By this we learn positively who the
rempant arve. As before stated, they
were the remnant of the Chureh-—re. -
jeeted in 1844.

The Lord began to call them in the
year 1851, by the power of His Spirit,
and revealed fto them the necessity of
keeping His holy law, as given In the
Book of Covenants and Book of Mormon,
declaring through different individualg,
at differant times, and in divers places, -
that He would ere long call forth young
Joseph Smith, the son of the martyred
Prophet, to stand in his father’s place
at the head of the latter day dispensa:
tion, and that he should be mighty and
strong in the work of the Lord, and that
he should assemble, and s2f in order the
quorums, and that in due time Zion
should be redeemed, &o. And from 1851
until this present writing, the Lord has -
continued to bless the' “remnant” with
signg following them that believe, -as
promised in His word, and thousands
are rejoicing in their deliverance from
bondage to sin—bondage to fear—and
from bondage to a corrupted and cor-
rupting priesthood. :

On April 6th, 1860, the Lord hrought
young Joseph to Amboy, Illinois, to a
Conference of the Kilders of the “rem-
nant,” where, agreeable to previous pro--
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phecy; he was oidained; not to be a Pro-

phet, Seer, &e., for his father had or- |

dained him to this blessing while yet in
his boyhood, but to the Presidency of
the Church, and High Priesthood. . In-
‘asmuch as God had ordained that in
Joseph’s seed the kindred of the earth
should be blessed, (see D. and C. 103:
18, and that in the day when desola-

tion shounld go forth, deliverance should-

be found in the remnant; it was essen-
tial that Joseph should go to the rem-
nant, when called, instead of going to
the rejected organization of the Church,
and in this may be found one promi-
nent reason why Joseph, when called of
God, did not go to Utah,

Joseph had his work to do, first in
those localities where the Church had
been “put to shame,” and demonstrate
the fact that the Saints, if faithful, can
preach and teach and practice all the
principles pertaining to the plan.of sal-
vation and the building up cf the Church

~of Christ, openly, anywhere in the civil-
ized world, even in the very places from
which the Saints, for their unfaithfal-
ness, were scattered and driven. This
work has been done under his psesiden-
cy; and the Saints, if faithfal to God,
are a8 safe and prosperous in Illinois,
Tows, Missouri, or any of the States, as
are any other class of citizens. Under
his presidency God is giving the Saints
“favor and grave” in the midat of the
people, and causing them to “rest in
peace and safety,” as predicted by his
father, the Seer, June 224, 1834. Un-
der his presidency the rulers of nations
are learning the pure doctrines of the
first Liatter Day Saints, as contra-distin-
guished from the heresies of some who
are called Latler Day Sainte. Under
his presidency the clouds of reproach

that had gathered around the Saints are

,and all its interests.

lifting, and passing away. Under his
presidency it will be practicable for the
Saints to finally gather to the land and
city of Zion, and build them up accord-
ing to the original, divine plan. T

Joseph came to the “remnant,” claim-
ing to be sent of God, and this “rem-
nant,” by command of God, reorganized
the Church strietly in sccordance with
“the pattern,” taught the authorized
dootrines as contained in the standard
books, and has governed the Church by
the laws given in the books for that
purpose. It has removed mountains of
prejudice, and from near one hundred
and fifty members in 1860, it has in-
creased to about twenty thousand at
this time. God blesses the efforts of
its ministry, blesses it3 people, blesses
its various institutions, its reputation,
Deliverance has
come through “the remnant.” -

SUPREMACY OF CIVIL LAW.

Ir would be well for the Brighamite
Mormons, who profess to venerate the
teachings of Joseph the Seer, to ponder
well his carefully considered and pub-
licly uttered sentiments, in regard to the
authority and force of civil law.

The revelations given through him,
demand that the Church shall deliver
ap its transgressors “to the law of the

land” in all cages where that law is vie-

Iatated. This is true of the murderer,
adulterer, the-robber, thief, liar, or any
other transgressor of civil law. (See D.
and C., Rev. Feb. 9th, 1831.) Hasthis
been done in Utah? And is this faith-
fully done -in Utah to-day by the Brig-
hamite authorities? Let those anawer
who krow.

In the “covenant” on ‘“governments
and laws in general,” Joseph, with the
Church, held that “the commission of
crime should be punished according to
the nature of the offense; that murder,

treagon, robbery, theft, and the breach of

the general peacs, in all respects, should
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be punished according to their erimin-
ality, and their tendency to ovil among
men, by the laws of that government in
which the offonse is commisted ; and for
the public peace and (ranquility, all
men should step forward and use their
ability in bringing offenders sgainst
good laws to punishment.”—D. C.

Was this done in Illinois and Jowa?
And has this been done in Utah, Idaho,
Wyoming; Nevada, Colorado and Ari-

rona, by the authorities of the Brigham-

ite Church? Thousands of well-posted
Mormong will -answer, No; verily, No.
Reform, speedy and radical, is needed in
these matters; there must be, and there
will be. ‘

How timely the Revelation given
August 1st, 1831, where it says; “Let no
man break the laws of the land; for he
that keepeth the laws of God, hath no
need fo break the laws of the land;
wherefore, be subjeet to the powers that
be, until He reigns whose right it is to
reign, and subdues all enemies uader
his feet,” )

If the foregoing commandments and
covenants were honestly and faithfully
observed, the Utah Mormons would not
soreen polygamists, nor any other kind
of transgressors, nor would they have
done s0 in the past. When they fail to
deliver up their transgressors to the laws
of the land, and when they screen them
from those laws, they transgress the law
of the Church of Christ, and that of the
land also.

How can they who trample these re-
guirements under foot expeet, and pro-
fess to have, the favor of God? Such
but deceive themselves and others.

The idea held by many that the coun.
sel and dictation of the priesthood is of
greater importance than the laws of
. the Church, and the laws of the land, is

delugive and ruinous. It is an element
of priestoraft, and is fatal to the liber-
ties of the people, and can only result in
great harm to these who endorse and
uphold it.

And the idea, held by many, that in
the Church of Christ there are laws and
doctrines contrary to the laws of the
United States, and that they must be
observed and . obeyed in opposition: to
“the laws of the land,” is both false and
destructive. It is ‘“sedition” in em-
bryo. '

The Latter Day Saints. will  learn,
gooner or later, that “the laws of the
land” are supreme in respect -to all mat-
ters of which they treat. This they
may learn from the standard books of
Church, and the history of Joseph the
Seer, or, they may be compelled to learn
it by what they suffer.

The will of the American people, ex-
pressed through and by Congress, and
sustained by the Supreme Court, is the

“highest law an ‘American citizen c¢an

know, and it must be honored and obey-
ed.

Joseph the Seer, in 1844, in his
“Views on Government,” says: “In the
United States the people are the gov-
ernment; and their united voice is the
only sovereign that should rule; the
ouly power that should be cbeyed; the
only gentlemen that should be honored,
at home and aboard; on land the and
on the sea.”

This being true, the Latter Day
Saints should follow no counsel, nor cbey
any dictation to the part of their Church
leaders, that would cause them in any
way to disobey or dishonor “the lawsof
the Jand.” ' e

A great crisis is at band in respect
to the affairs of the Brighamite Chureh,
and they who are wise will not shut
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their eyes to the fact. And thereis an
easy, proper way to pass through it; and
that iz for all to obey ““the laws of the
land” faithfully, and also the written
laws of the Churel, as contained in the
New Testament, Book of Mormon, and
the Nauvoo edition of the Doctrine and
Oovenants.
found. Peace, and harmony, and good
will, will then prevail, and the Church

£.Christ will then prosper and prevail.

o G

THE GOVERNSHIP OF UTAH.

“A good name is better than precious
ointment.”

Hon. M. B. Castle, in the Sandwich,
(1) Argus, September 10th, 1881,
snys of Pres. Josenh Smith, whom he
has known personally for the past six-
teen years, all that could well be said as
to his moral integrity, bis leyalty, and
his practical Christianity. Mr. Castle
lives in an adjoining city, i3 a promi-
nent citizen, and politician, a banker, a
amember of the Congregational Chureh,
an intelligent observer and a well in-
formed and sagacious gentleman. It
will be seen that he regards polygamy
as the “root-cause of the evil of Utah
Mormonism, and he is not far from
right. He says—

“The danger in Mormonism lies in the
practice of polygamy. That makes them &
distinet people, a nation within a nstion,
threataning a revoluﬁog and a religious
war, howsver erroneoug the claim. = These
comverts are spresding over that rich cen-
tral poriion of our domain, believing in their
right to practice this abomination, and
strengthened in that belisf by being allowed
to do so. The Argus has frequently point-
ed out a remedy, which is on the frontiers-

man’'s principle of a back fire. Oppossed to
these practices, while holding the general
priuciples of the Mormon faith, is the ‘Re-
cogsiructed Church’ with Elder Joseph
Smith at its head; & bedy of earnest, able
men, siready making ieroads on the Brig-
bamites, and to aid them In promulgating

In this no conflict will be |

the new faith in Utah, should bs the aim
of the general government. )
¢“To this end it would be wise to appoint
Elder Joseph Smith—who has character
and ability for the position—as Governor of
that Territory : an appointment which would
receive the approval of his-own branch ful-
ly, and largely of the other, and would so
divide the power of the Brighamites as to
enabls this branch successfully to combat
the crime at its central point. Mr. Smith
is a true, loyal citizen, a practical christian,
a strong temperance man, an able leader,
and bitterly opposed to the ‘peculiar insti.
tution.””’ .

It is by no means certain that Pres.
Joseph Smith would aceept the Govern-
orship of Utah, if it were offered him.
That he possesses eminent qualifications
for the position, none who know him
would question. But he does not seek
the appointment, and it is safe to say
he will not seek it.

In ancient times prominent rehglous
leaders were appointed to offices of high
respoensibility in civil affairs; as witness:
Joseph in Egypt, Moses, the Judges in
Tsrael, Bzra, Nehemiah, Daniel, ete.

The law of compensation may yet
work for the Latter Day Saints the ap-
pointment of Pres. Smith to high and
responsible offices in the eivil affairs of
our nation. Why not!

Let u9 patiently waib and see,
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JOSEPH THE SEER, AND POLY-
- GAMY..

the Twelve, or'any ‘of the ministry or
“membership, as some claim he did, why
¢ did not they resist o doectrine so mani-
festly contrary to the Book of Mormon,
the Doctrine. and Covesants; and the

well known and oft-told usages and
Why did |

traditions of the Church?
they not labor with ‘him as an oﬁ’endet
against the established usages and the

clearly defined doctrines of the Charch

“and the laws of the land? Why did
they not prefer charges against himasa
transgressor of the received law of the
Church, which says, “Thou shalt love
thy wife. with all thy heart, and shall
eleave unto her and none else 7.

* They had the right to do this; and,
moreover, it was their duty to have done
so; for the Lord ‘saith to the Elders,
- Febroary 4th, 1831:
my law mkept ”-and of the ministry,
~in February 9th, 1831, he again says:
“They shall observe the covensnts and
chureh articles  to. do them.”” ~-And
~again, in the same revelation, he says:
“Thow shalt take the things which thou
hast received, which have been given
uto thee in my Scriptures for a law, to
. be my law to:govern my Church; and
he that doeth aceording to these things

“Ye shall sce that

shall be saved, and he that doeth them

| not shall be damned if he ‘continue.”

And these “Seriptures,” ancient and

| modern, which were given as “a law” to

“govern” the Chureh, would have con-

' demned and convicted Joseph of griev-

= : “ous wrong—of gross transgression.
“ i Joseph Smith taught’ polygamy to| :

Joseph was amenable to the law of
the Church, and was bound to respect
the doctrines and all the usages and
customs of the Chureh, in keeping there-
with, His high authority gave him no
right to transgress its laws, nor violate
its doctrinesand customs. The humblest
member and the highest officer in the
Church stand on common ground in this
respect. . The law and doctrine of the
Church - must - govern - priesthood  and
people alike. This is the genius and
avowed purpose of Mormonism, a8 eon-
tained in the sacred books, and as taught
during the lifetime of the Seer. No
person is-above the law of the Church.

Its just demands reach out: to“all, and

therefore it says: “Any member of the

- Churceh of Christ transgressing, or being

overtaken in a fauls, shall be deﬁlt with
ag the Scriptures direct.” (D. & C.
17:24). - Mark i well, kind. reader,
that “any member of the Church” ig
liable to trangress and be “in a fault,”
and “any member’ should be dealt with
for errors and trausgression in the
manner preseribed in those “Seriptures”
given “for a law.”  This reaches as high
a8 the President and Séer of the Chureh.
Of this fact the Twelve in the days of
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Joseph the Seer should have known and
governed nccordingly,

That our position on thig is correct,
may be seen in the following :

¢tAnd inagmuch as & president of the High
Priesthood shall transgress, he shall be had
in remembrance befors the common couneil
of the_Church, who shall be assisted by
twelve' coungelors of the High Priesthood.,
*® % F Thus none shall be exempted from
the justioe snd the laws of God, that all
things may be done in order and i in solem-
‘nity before him, according to' truth aad
righteousness,”’—D. & C. 104: 87; reve!atxon
on priesthood.

By these testimonies we learn that if
‘Joseph the Seer transgressed in the
capacity of a “member,” he should be
dealt with as such; and if he trangressed
as “‘a president of the High Priesthood,”
he could and should be dealt with as
such, and ‘all this as “the law” of the

Church provides. -

Bince the great latter day apostacy,

predicted by the Apostle Paul, (1 Tim.

4:1-3), where he says: “In the latter
times, some shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doc-
trines of devils; speaking lies in hypoe-
risy; having their conscience seared
with a hot iron; forbidding to marry;
and commandmg to abstain from meats,
which God hath created to be received.
with thanksgiving of them which believe
and know the truth;” since that apostacy
began, blind leaders have taught in
effect, and by word, that the wurd and
counsel of the leaders wes as binding as

that of the Almighty; and also that it |

was an error, and a great sin, to question
‘the teachings and doings of the leaders
in the Chureh. Nothing has blinded
and enthralled the people so effectually
us this pernicious, despotic principle of
; pnestcmﬂ; LS

It is neither & sin nor an error to |

question and criticise the teachings and

praotices of ‘the ministry, provided it is
done in a prudent, soriptural way; and
none but blind or- corrupt ministers
would object to it. When any object,
beware of them.

If Joseph the Seer taught or practiced
polygemy, he transgressed the laws of
the State ‘of Illinois, and herein he
violated the law of the Church, which
says: “Let no man break the laws of the
land; for he that keepeth the laws of
God hath no need to break the laws
of theland.”—D. & 0., August 1st, 1831

If he taught or practiced polygamy,

he viclated the doctrine of :Christ; for .

he said if a man took =2 second wife,
though he had put away the first, but -

in an unlawful way, he committed adul-

tery.  Matt. 19:9. .

If he taught polygamy, he violated
the teachings of the Book of Mormon;
for that pronounces it ‘“‘abominable,”
and “a grosser crime” than pride, ete.

- (Book of Jacob),

If he taught and practmed polygamy,

he transgressed the law of the Church,
- in Doctrine and Covenants; given. in
. February, 1831, as before quoted.

. If he taught and- practiced polygainy,

| and if the Twelve, or any of them, knew -

he did, they have been untrus to God,

untrue to the Chureh and society, and

unfaithful to their ministry, because
they did not seek: to recover him from
the gross error, and with the law of the

| T.ord smite down the barbarous sin.

When the Utah leaders. prove that
Joseph the Seer taught and practiced
polygamy, and that they knew that he
did, they prove him a transgressor of
both the laws of God snd the laws of the
lend, and then they prove themselves
transgressors; first, in not enforcing the
laws against him, and then because they
followed in his unlawful example.

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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THE LAW OF THE CHURCH.
On February 2d, 1842, Mr. Richard
Savary, of Pittsburgh, Pa., wrotes to
Joseph the Seer, as follows: “I wish to
know through you, the laws and reguia-
tions of your Church—what is required
of its members—how much (if'a man of
property) must he contribute annually
for its support. - In‘short, what isrequir- | a
ed to comstitute good membership 7"’
- To this the Seer replies:

“In answer to theabove I would remark,
“that it is required of all men, to have faith
in'the Lord- Jesus Christ; to repent of all
their sins and to'be baptized (by one in
authority) in the name of Jesus Christ for
ihe remission” of sins, and to have bhands

" 1a1d on them for the gift of the Holy Ghost, |

. to comstitute-them & member in the church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.

+“I'would respectfully refer you sir, to our { “g grosser crime” than pride; and that

book of Dootrine and Covenants for inform-

ation concerning the ‘laws and regulations” |
of ‘our ohurch as being given by the revel- |

“ations of God for our guide and instruction.
“Respecting how muoh & man of property
shail give annually: we have no-special in-

atructions to give; he i ls to feed the hungry,‘
to clothe the maked, to provide for the

“widow, to dry up the tear of the orphan, to
comfort the affiicted; whether inthis chureh,

- or in any other, or.in no church at &ll;

‘whersver be finds them, to believe and chey
all that God has revealed, doses reveal, or
will ‘reveal; to.do good unto sll men, {0 be
amember in good standing in the Chureh of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.”’-=Times
and Seasons, vol. 8, p. 732, -

"From this it is seen, that the Seer
held she Kirtland edition of the Book of
“Doctrine aud Covenants” to contain the
“laws and regulations” of and for the

- Chuzch, and to be given for his own
guidauce and instraction, as well as for
that of the entire Church.

Had  this idea always “guided the

Saints, polygamy and many: other false |
and wicked principles could never have |

found place among them.

‘he was a “bad angel;

Let all who eall themselves Saints
carefully try their faith and practices
by that edition of the Doctrine and Cov-
enants, and put away everything that
confliots with i. -

“A BAD ANGEL.”
Josgrn the Seel said, April, 1842, that

2 “bad angel” can be known “by the
color of his hair, * * - and by his con-
tradicting a former revelation.”.—( Times
and. Seasons, vol. 3, p. 74'7). - This is
plain and direct.

Now, if we try the angel that gave (a8
gome elmm) the polygamy revelation, by
this easy rule, we are forced to,conclude
for “a former
revelation” in Bock of Mormon testified,
and does still testify; that polygamy is

it- is “abominable.” - Nor is this all;
‘g former vevelation™}in the Doetrine
and Covenants says to all married men:
“Thou shalt love thy wife with all thy
heart, and’ cleave unto hér and none
elge’ - (Rev, February 9th, 1831)
By these plain testimonies 1t is seen
that whoever gave- the" reveletion on
polygamy, &t can not be true; for we find
it “contradioting a former revelation.”

“Lesg bypoerisy and flattery in all branoh-
es of community, and open, {rank, candid

| decorum to all men, in this bossted land of

liberty,: would. beget esteem, ‘confidence;
unisn-and love; snd the neighbor from any
state;: or from.  any county, of whalever
color, clime or tongue, could rejéiee when
he put his foot on'the saored soil of freadom,
and exclaim—The very name of American
ig fraught with friendskip.”’—Joseph Smith

“Be inlove, fellowship and peace with all
the world,”—Joseph the Seér, Views on gov-
ernment. ,

“Muke hooor 1he standard with all men;
be sure that good is vendsred for ¢vil in all
08868, ~J0seph the Seer:
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POLYGAMY DOOMED,

Hap the Utah leaders kindly enter-
tained the missionaries sent to them and
their followers in 1863, and sinee, by
Pres. Joseph Swmith and the Reorgan-
izediChurch; and bad they been willing
to disouss and dispose of polygamy and
kindred evils in the light of facts pos-
sessed by the Reorganized Church, these
evils would have been abandoned long
ago; and’ the people would have been
spared the humiliation of seeing them
confronted and wiped out by the strong
arm of our National Government.

ganized Church in Utah have met with
sooffs, contempt, threatenings, slander,
and, in some instances, personal violence.

In 1863, Brigham Young threatened
to kick young Eider K. O. Briggs out

of “his -office, when the  latter had, in.
eompany with Blder A, MeCord; ealled

" to ask perinission fo presch inthe Tab
.‘graacle; or aowe public hall.:
not our purpose to recall the opposition
and abuse heaped upon ocur ministry
sud people in Utah in the past, bus
rather to remind the reader that the
Reorganized Church hag done its duty,
at least in pars; to remove the causes, of
the intense indignation felt by all civil
ized nations, and especially by our own
" nation, against the ervors and evils of
Utah Mormonism,
That a storm is gathering w}nch will

. break upon Utah Mormonism with a |

voice louder than peals of thunder, and
“be ap vesistless and  destructive as the
whirlwind, if' the evils ‘alluded to are
" not soon put away, may be seen by all
bus bigots and blind leadera. o
It i3 the madness of folly to think
that. polygamy, priestly dietation: in
- political, financial, and general business
. affairs, can live in this age, and espe-

But it is. ]

cially in this nation. They are doomed,
and those who uphold therm must “stand
from: nnder,” or they will be over-
whelmed and erushed in their fall.

ETERNAL LIFE, AND THE MEANS TO
OBTAIN IT.

“Anp, if you keep my commandmonts, and
endure to the end, you shall have elernal
life, which i3 the greatest of all the gifis of
God. "-—Rev., June; 1829, in Doe. and Cov.

Mark the fact, reader, that “eternal
life * * * is the greatest of all the gifts
of God.” And now mark well this

‘ | farther fact, that God has promised
‘The missionary  efforts of -the - Reor

“that whosoever should believe in  this

gospel [taught in the Book of Mormon] =

in this Jand, [America]; might have -
eternal life.” Rev. given May, 1829,
Doc. and Cov. o
_These two facts prove that the Book
of Mormon teaches all the principles by
which to obiain “the greatest of all the
gifts of God”’—-eternal life. = ;
This being true, how dare any Latier
Day Baint, or professed believer in the
Book of Mormon,—how dare they teach
polygamy, blood atonement; Adam.God,
sealing wives- to husbands" for eternity,
secref  oaths,: seeret  covenants, secreb
combinations, as in the Utah Mormon
Endowment, when these ‘things are not
only not taughs in the Buok of Mormon,
but are condemned and denounced by it!
Thivk of these thmgs and then act

wisely.
DINCECE S P e

: CHANGES IN UTAH.

It is a fach that when Usah was inhabi-
ted solely by the Utah Mormons, from
1847 to 1857, and were under the dic.
tation, - solely; -of Brigham Young dnd
his fellows, the people were in great
want, and they suffered greatly for the
common - recessaries of life. Drouths '

- were frequent; the ravages of crickets
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and grasshoppers,wers very destructive;
and ‘poverty  and - distress prevailed
throughous the settlements.

- It is & farther fact, and a very sig-

“-nificant - one, that fwhen the United

States army,”under General Johnaon,
came in 1858, and the Utah people had
some liberty to think and aet’ for them-
selves; a better day dawned; the pover-
ty of the people began to pass.away;
their burdens'and their distresses were
. less. And when Greneral Connor and
hls command - came from: California, in
1862 there was a still greater improve-
ment in the condition of the masses.
* And from 1863, when the Reorganized

“roh sent its first missionaries to-

4y and from 1869; when the “New
Movement,”” under” Messrs. - Godbe,
Harrison, Lawrenee, Shearman, Kelsey,
‘Tullidge and others, was inaugurated,
to the present time, there has been a
steady and increasing improvement in
the condition of the people, and 2 cor-
responding lessening of the dictatorial
control of the Utah Church leaders, and

- a striking improvement in their teach-
*"ings, and in their methods of govern-
‘- ment in both religious-and  civil affairs.

~Nor must we ignore the benefits

arising: from the steady Influx of “gen-
- tiles,

”-who engage in various worthy

pursuits. They have brought with
them capital, business ‘energy and en-

‘terprise; and above all, a highly com-
- mendable love of eivil and religious lib
Loerdy.

With all ‘these liberating, indus-
trial, educating forces, the tide sweeps
on with acoelerated and increasing pow-
er, and it requires no new revelation to
forgee  that Utahk, in the near fature,

will stand rédeemed and reconsiructed,

one of the freeest and faivest of all !b’he
. Territories.
En proporﬁlon ag the people free them.

- wal

selves, or are f’reed, from the domina-
tion and false teachings of the Utah

‘Church- leaders, there is more general

business enterprise, more wealth, better
facilities for edueation, more liberty of
eongcience, of speech and of the press;
less orickets, . less grasshoppers, more

~rain : from heaven, better crops, and

greater prospenty every way to the

“masses, but a sensible lessening of the

gains of the leaders in the priesthood.
The people should carefully note these
signs of the times.  They promise good
to them, and they should make the .
most of their opportunities. -
On the other hand, the Utah leaders
should read the “handwriting upon the
1.””  Tbstands out in flaming letters,
and: if they would but cpen thelr eyes,

they could see.
AN OBsmwm.

THE - POLYGAMY REVELATION.
Tais singular document never saw day-
light, at-least “in - a- public- way, ill
August 29¢h, 1852. Brigham Young

introdased it, and predicted  that it

would - speedily become popular with
the world; and that the Saints would
have no enuse to fear opposition to the
principles ‘it inculeated.  No inquiry
was made or allowed as to its origin nor
any dizcussion @8 fo its merits.. The
people were told, flatly, that they must
aceept it or “be damned.”

To renderit less odious, and maks it
more tolerable; to give it authority and
the appearance of divine approval,

“Brigham and his fellows told the psople

that Joseph the Seer received it in 1843,
that Emma burnt the original, and that
what they now had was but a copy that.
chaneed to be taken and had been pre-
served by Bro. N. K. Whitney; and he
also claimed to have had it carefully
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concealed in “a desk” for years preced-
ing 1852.

Brigham did not propose that the
guornms, one by one, according to the
-prescribed teachings of the Seer, and
the usages of the Church, should exam-
ine ‘its merits, and enquire after its
origin; but he just drew it out from its
dark hiding place, christened it Holy,
stood up as its godfather, prophesied its
general acceptance and prosperity, and
then demianded. for it the respect and
obedience of the people; denouncing
“upon them damnation, whatever that
might mean, if they rejected its clalms
and disobeyed it principles.

Such; in substance, is the hxstory of

the ﬁl‘Su advent of this bastard, bogus,
anti:Christian, = irrational, and crime-
licenseing revelation: . ‘

Tt ia passing strange that the ministry
and the people should have tolerated
this dccument, when every prmclple of
it was diametrically opposed to the well
defined and commonly received doctrines
of the Church.  And it can be account-
ed. for ouly on the grounds that they
had been dragooned into unquestioning
obedience to. their: leaders, and to the
farther fact that they found themselves
a thousand miles away from ecivilization
and from the protection afforded by the
laws of the nation aud the usages of
good society. Had Brigham and his

- people been living in the States, or in |

any part of the civilized world, when
thig strange revelation was introduced,
it is safe o say nine-tenths of the people
would have abandoned their leaders and
condemned their “eopy” of & praetended
revelation. ;

But a thousand wmiles of rugged
mountaing 2ad desslate. plains lying
between them and the States made escape
impossible till another Summer at least

‘the Church where it says, “Thou shalt

and then; in  those -days, “apostates”
feared the extraordinary dangers they
were likely to meet in fleeing away from
Utah, and so they submitted to the evils’
they knew, rather than flee to those they
feared. In this way polygamy and its
kindred evils were first ~publicly pro-
claimed and ‘planted. = Isolation, force
and fear, contributed to favor its intrc-
duction.  Priestly domination and
terrorism ruled the hour, and men and
wotnen made in the image of God held
up - their hands to blind unprincipled
priests who riveted the fetters of 2 most
damning heresy upon them.- :

Polygamy, which: this revelation en-
joins' on.the: pains. of ‘damnation;ﬂw””"’
and i3 prohibited by the accepted 1

love thy wife with all thy,heart and
cleave unto her and none elss.”  (Rev.

"February 9th, 1831, Dee. & Cov.)

Polygamy, whxch by thig revelation is

made the meang of salvation, exaltation

and glory, is declared by the Book of
Mormon to be an “abomination;” a
“grosser erime.” - {Book of Jacob).

The Bible, (see. Revelation 2Z:15,
and elsewhere); the Book of Mormon;
(2 Nephi 12, and ‘elsewhere); the Doo:
trine and Covenantd, (Bev. February.
16th, 1832, and elsewhere); all declare
thab the Wllfui transgressor. - can -not
inherit the kingdom and glory of God;
but this delusive, diabolical revelation
makes the just God, who is “no respecter
of persons” to say:

©If 5 man marry o wife according to my
word and they are sealed by the Holy Spirit
of promise, according to mine appointment,
and he or ghe shall commit any sin or trans-
gression of the new and everlasting covenant
whatever, and all manner of blasphemies,
and if they commit no murder, wherein they
shed innocent blood,~—yet they shall come

“forth in the first résurrection, snd emter

into their exalistion.’?
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It does not matter from whom this
revelation came. It violates the accept-
ed word of God in all the standard
books of the Church; it ouirages com-

mon sense; it perverts justice; it con-
dones erimes;. it gives a species of license |

to commit all manner of erime and evil
gsave that of shedding “innocent blood ;”

it subverts the safeguards of society; it |

destroys the foundations of all govern-
ment, and. i3, verily, a
death and an agreement thh hell i
- (Isa. 28:15).
- Let all remember that Christ is the
- light of His people, and that all Hig
precepts and revelations harmonize. He
-y our Lawgiver, our Salvation, and our
ge. Follow Him.
MWM
LITERAL ISRAEL’S RETURN FROM
_ BONDAGE.
Tmm —5Men of Arlech.” - A Welsh air.
. Hark! the heavenly volces calling;
. Bden’s dewdrops falling~~falling ;

+ -Bun-bright flowers their leaves unfolding
Blessed promised day, -

Chirist,—the Lord,~the Great Eternal,

Now disperse the darkness dismal

Of poor, weeping, cast off Israell
Blessed, promised day.

" Peals-of music thrilling;
Wood and valley ringing;
Jacob free from tyranny;

" Mercy claims the willing.

. Toescape the day of burning;
Seer’s and prophet’s words confirming,
To their fatherland returning,—
Blessed, promised day.

Early Spring time rains descending;
And the latter showers attending
Literal Israel recommending,

Come, poor exiles, home.

Sinning,~~you deypised One greater

Than yourselves,~—man, puny creature,

For the same partook the bitter,—
Mercy calls you home,

Gentile power decreasing,

Abram’s geed releasing

From the chain that cdnsed you pain g
Now the day more pleasing ;

Sing aleud for such a blessing;

Israel all her sins confessing;

And their fatherland possessing,—
Home, sweet home, swaet home.

& “covenant with |

“Mormonism.
| who believe that Sidney Rigdon was the
‘main author of the Book of Mormon,
{and the real founder of the Church of
1 Latter Day Saints, aver that one of the
{ eardinal features of the early church,
under Joseph Smith’s presidency was

Like the Autumn leaflets dying;

Bceattered hither, thither lying,

To their father’s God long orying,
“Send the promised day.”

Bards awake, the muze inditing,

Some sweet sonnet, Saints delighting;

Harp strings in the meantime tightning,
Chant the pleasing lay;

While the Spirit healing

In the heart is stealing;

Praisethe Lord with one accord,
Still his throne appealing.

Holy, holy, hallelujah?

Come, at - last, the blessed Savior,

Tsrael’s mighty God, deliverer, :
Welcome, promised day. WISEFUL.

Borrem
<l

e 2

It should now appear to our Utah re- |

ligionists that the ideas of isolation and
an- exclusive kingdom, were not the

‘design, and are not now in- accordance

with the genius and spirit of primitive
“We are aware that some

the building up of a temporal kingdom,
with a royal priesthood holding kingly

| rule, employing kingly arts and exereis-

ing kingly powers. But, unfortunately
for the correctness of the judgment of
these men, it is known that their knowl
edge of the Church, or its prinaiples, is
derived  from “acquaintance with the
Utah organization ounly; and therefore
the opinion 8o freely expressed by them
results from that acquaintance, and is
tinged with whatever of prejudice the
history and teaching of that same Utah
(Church may have engendeted, ;

It is algo said by these men thab the
Utah chlirch authorities did but carry
into effect measures already existent, or
devised by Joseph Smith, the Martyr.

-And tosustain this statement, the claim

made by Pres. B. Young, J. Taylor, and
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,'oth r3 of note among ‘them that “We i ;
Tre followmg is what is said by the

are only earrying oub: the moasures of
Bro. Joseph,” is cited. To many this is
_conclusive that all ﬁhe departures from
right dealing, dxaobe&mnce of law, the
teaching and praetlce of thau which is
contrarv to the precepts of the. m

\malef&ctor
Pres. B Young, and aﬂ:er hnm by Pres.:

:13 Taylor, tha,t Utah measm'es theories | t
and pracﬁlces are t,ha measures of J eseph.‘ o
Smith, or the results of the principles | 1

'ftaughf; by him as left on regord, or as

; desxgned by kim, i3 not cancluswe,‘f
*evx&ences of which we ‘have from. mme

 totime publrshed in the ADVOGATE

as a stone cub oub without hands; or by
design of Christ and not by men; we
believe; and that to do this an authority
was: conferred; but-that in no sense was
this  authority intended to -confer  the
“right to wrong individuals; by confiscat-
ing property, destroying morals, or . de-
priving of life; to teach orpractice whas
was vile, or revolting; or in any wise to
disregard the Government under which
the Saints'wers to live.

The books left by Joseph Smith, in

which are the fulness of the gospel

taugh’, in which should be found the
i’ulnew of humaﬁ joy, all of them warrant
‘us in what we have written in defonse
of primitive Mormonism against this
charge of kingdom building for heretical,
treasonable and  abominable practices
and ‘eourses, so abundantly, persistently
and foolishly urged. Those who doubt
this, let them come and gso us and com-
pare notes;

o*a}-

 That a spiritual ngdom to be known: ‘
as he Church of Christ was to grow up.

JOSEPH AND HIS NEIGHBORS.

newhbors of Pres. J. Smith, many of
ave been well acquamted with
£ last sizteen years. A good -
word is also said for ‘the Latter Day
Samts over thm hu premdes. Thisds

- on 'We'dnés&ay _evening. J.

) J ks presented it in & fine speech. The
1adies of Plano preeenued Mrs; Joseph Smith

legant silver cake basket. As
 presented by those outside the

. e.standing of Elder Smlth
, and: the Mormon people in

“ditor Cook of tne Plgno News, esc

‘ed President Smith’s new cane to A’
‘on:Wednesday, to have it properly M, Ay
Mr. Cook sayg they regret to loge Mr: Smith

In this | i fulﬁlled th

\seph thp Se

you favor émd graue in then' eyes, that
you may rest in peace-and safety

SRR I SHIE i LN
“As long 4§ our government is adminis-
tered for the good of the ‘people; and is

:regulated by their will; aslong as it secures

to us the rights of person and. property,
liberty of conscience, and of the press, it
will be worth defending.”’— Andrew Jackson:

THE: SAINTS HERBALD.
Official. paper:of the Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, explanatory of the faith:
of the Church, and contains corz’espondence frora dif-
ferent parts of the world; giving accounts of the pro-
gress of the Church, and settmg forth,the dealings of
God with his people.. Published seml-monthly, gixteent
large pages. . Joseph Smith, Bditor.:
Address all. business ‘communications - to Joseph
Smith, Lamoni, Decatur County, Towa.
Price $2.15 per year:

THE SAINTS’ ADVOCATE,
A monthly, religions journal, published in the mter-
ests’ of the: Reorganized Church of ' Jesus Christ of

Latter Day Saints, and in the special interest of the ' -

Utah- Migsion of said Church, and Edited by W. W.
Biair.

Terms, 50 conts per year, in advance; eloven copies
to one address, $5; or, twenty-two coples, to one'ad-
dress, -$10. | Subscribers desiring it can pay in six
wonths, by giving notice.

Subscriptions earnestly - solicited.  : Subscribe for .
yourselves and for-friends deceived by The Latter
Day Apostasy.

Remittances must bs sent to W. W. Blair. Box417, "
Salt Lake City, Utah; or to Js)rwph Swith; Lamom,
Deecatur County, Iowu :
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AN EXTRACT OF A LETTER WRIT-
TEN TO BISHOP PARTRIDGE, AND
THE SAINTS IN GENERAL: BY J.
SMITH, JR. AND OTHERS WHILE IN
PRISON.
Liserry Jain, Clay Co., Mo.
‘W= continue to offer further reflections
to Bishop Partridge, and to the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints;
whom we love with a fervent love, and
always bear them in mind in our pray-
ers to our Heavenly Father. It still
seems to bear heavily in our minds that
the Church would do well to secure the
contract of land offered them by Mr.
Isaac Galland, and cultivate the friend-
ly feelings of that gentleman, inasmuch
a8 he shall prove himself to be a man of
honor and a friend to humanity: we think
his letters breath a kind and generous
gpirit. We suggest the idea of praying

fexvently for all men, particularly those

who manifest any degree of sympathy
for the suffering people of God. We
shink that the United States surveyor,
Isaac Van Allen, Hsq., the attorney
. general, and Governor Lucas of the
Jowa Teritory, from the kindness they
manifest, may be of great service to the
chorch. It seems to be deeply impress-
ed upon our minds that the Saints oughi
t0 lay hold of every opening, in order to
obtain a foothold on the earth, and be
making all preparations that are within

their power for the terrible storms that
are now gathering in the heavens, with
darkness, and gloominess, and thick
darkness; as spoken by the prophet,
which can not be now long time linger-
ing; for there seems to be a whispering
by the angels of heaven, who have been
intrusted with the counsel of these mat-

ters for the last days; and who have

taken counsel together, and among the
affairs transacted by that honorable
counsel, they have taken eognizance . of
the murder of our beloved brethern at
Haun’s Mill, ag well as those who were
martyred with D. W. Patten, and have
passed some decisions peradventure in
favor of the Saints, these decisions will
be made known in their time: We are
desirous that in your general conferences
every thing should be discussed with
candor and propriety, lest you grieve the
Holy Spirit, which should at all times
be poured cut upon you, when you are
exercised with the principles of right-
ousness, and are properly affected one
toward ancther. Be careful to remem-
ber those who ave in bondage, heaviness,
and deep affliction for your sake. If
there are any among you who aspire after - -
their own aggrandizement and opulence
while their brethren are groaning in pov-
erty, and laboring under sore trials and
temptations, they ean not be benefited
by the intercessions of the Holy Spirit
we ought at all times to be very careful
that sach high mindedness never have
place in our hearts, bus condescend to
men of low estate, and with all long suf-
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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fering, bare the infirmities of the weak.
There are many called but few are chos-
en, and why are they not chosen? Be-
cause their hearts are set upon the things
of the world and are aspiring to the hon-
. org of men; they do not learn the lesson
that the rights of the priesthood are in-
separable connected with the powers of
heaven; and that the powers of heaven
can not be coutrolled nor handled, only
upon the principles of righteousness,
that they may be conferred upon us, it is
true, but when we undertake to-cover
our sins, to gratify our pride, vain ambi-
tions, or to exercige dominion or com-
pulsion over the souls of the children of
men, in any degree of unrighteousness;
behold the heavens withdraw themselves,
the Spirit of the Lord is grieved, then
amen to the priesthood, or to the author
ity of that- man; behold ere he is aware
he is left to kick against the pricks: to

persecute the Saints, and to fight against

God. We have learned by sad experi-
ence that it is the nature and disposition
of almost all men, as soon as they get a
little authority, as they suppose, to be-
gin to exercise unrightecus dominion;

hence many are called but few are chos..

en. No power or influence can or ought
to be maintained by virtue of the priest-
hood, only by persuasion, by long suf-
fering, by gentleness, by meekness, and
by love unfeigned; without hypocriey,
and without guile: reproving with sharp-
ness when moved upon by the Holy
Ghost, and afterwards showing forth an
increase of love towards him whom thou
hast reproved, lest he esteem thee to be
his enemy, so that he may know that
thy faithfulness is stronger thaun the
cords of death. Tet the souls be full
of charity towards all men, and viriue
guard thy thoughts uneeasingly; then
shall thy confidence wax strong in the

"presence of God, and the doctrines of

the priesthood shall distil upon thy
soul as the dews from heaven; thy
scepter shall be an unchanging scepter
of righteousness, the Holy Ghost shall
be thy constant companion, thy domin-
ion shall be an everlasting dominion,
the ends of the earth shall enquire after -
thy name; fools shall have thee in de-
rision, hell shall rage against thee,
while the pure in bears, the wise, the
noble, and, the virtuons shall seek coun-
sel, authorisy, and blessing, constantly
from under thy hand; thy pecple shall
never be turned against thee by the
testirmony of traitors, although their in-
fluence shall cast thee into trouble, and
into prisons, thou shall be had in henor,
and bui for a small moment, and thy
voice shall be more terrible in the midst
of thy enemies, than the fierce lion, be-
cause of thy righteonsness; and thy
God shall stand by thee forever and
ever, If thou art called to pass through
tribulation, if thou art in prison among
false brethren, if thou art in perils
among robbers, if thou art accused of
all manney of false accusations, if thine
enemies fall upon thee, if they tear thee
from the society of thy parents, and if
with & drawn sword thine enemies tear
thes from the bosom of thy wife and thy
offsprings, while thy eldest son, although
but six years of age, shall cling to thy
garments, and shall say, “My father, my
father, why can’t you stay with us.
Oh, my father, what are the men going
to do with you,” and then he shall be
thrust from thee by the sword, and
thou be dragged to- prison, and thy ene-
mies prowl around thee like wolves for
the blood of the lamb: and if thou
shouldst be cast into the hands of mur-
derers, and the sentence of death be
passed upon thee, if thou be cast into .
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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the deep, if the bellowing surge con-

spire against thee, if fierce winds be-

come thy enemies, if the heavens gather
blackness, and all the elements combine
to hedge up thy way, and above all, if
the very jaws of hell shall gape open
her mouth wide after thee; know thou
my son, that all these things shall give
thee experience, and shall be for thy
good. The Soun of Man has descended
below them all, and art thou greater
than he? Therefore, hold on thy way,
and the priesthood shall remain with
thee; thy days are known, and thy
years shall not be numbered less; fear
not what man can do, for God shall be
with thee forever and ever.

We would suggest the propriety of

the brethren settling in such places
where they may find safety, which may
be found between Kirtland and Far
West, it will be necessary to do so for
the present, until God shall open out a
more effectual door. Again we wonld
suggest to the brethren, that there be
no organization of large bodies wpon
common stock principles until the Lord
shall signify it in a proper manner; as
it opens such a field for the avaricious,
the indolent, and the eorrupt hearted,
to prey upon the virtuous, the indus-
trious, and the honest. We have reason
$0 believe that many things were intro-
dused among the Saints, before God had

signified the time, and notwithstanding -

the principles and the plans may have
been good, yet aspiring men, who had
the form of godliness but not the sub-
_ stance, by their aspiring notions brought
trouble, both upon themselves and the
Saints at large. However, the time is
coming, when God will signify many
things, which are expested for the well-
being of the Saints. We would like-
wise suggest for your consideration the

propriety of the Saints gathering up a
knowledge of all the sufferings and abuse
put upon them by the people of this
State, and also the loss of property, and
the amount of damages which they have
sustained, and also the names of all per-
sons who have takena part in their
persecutions; perbaps it would be well
for a commiitee to be appointed, to
collect the statements and affidavits of
brethren on bhis subject, and also to
gather up the libelous publications
which are about in the world, and pre-
gent the whole concatenation of diaboli-
cal rascality, and nefarious and murder- -
ous impositions before the laws of gov-
ernment, and to the world at large.
This we think is a duty enjoined upon
us by our Heavenly Father, and which
must be attended to before we can ask
him to come out of his bhiding place;
and also that the nation may be left
without excuse. It is a duty we owe to
our couuntry, whose laws have been
trampled on, and set at naught—a duty
we owe to our wives and children, who
have beeu mads to bow down with grief,
gorrow, and anguish under the most dam-
ning hand of murder tyranny, and op-
pression, supported and urged om by
the influence of that spirit, which has
so strongly riveted the creeds of the
Father, who have inherited lies, upon
the hearts of the children, and filled the
world with confusion and prejudice;
which has been growing stronger and
stronger, and has become a source of
corruption, until the earth groans under
its iniquity; it is an iron yoke and
strong band. Tt is a duty we owe to
the widow and the fatherless, whose
husbands and fathers have been mur-
dered under its iron hand, which dark
and blackening deeds, are emough to
make hell itself shudder and stany
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aghast, and the hands of Satan to tremble
and palsy. '

These things ought then to be atiend-
ed to with great earnestness; let no man
count them as small things, for there is
much that lies in futurity pertsining to
the Baints, which depend ou cur present
action. You are aware, brethren, that
a very large ship is benefited very much
by a small helm in the time of a storm,
by being kept work ways with the wind
and the waves; therefore, dearly be-
loved brethren, et us cheerfully do all
things that i in our power, and then
we may stand still, and see the salvation
of God.

We further caution our brethren
againgt the impropriety of the organiza-
tion of bands or companies by covenaats,
oaths, penalties, or secrssies; but let
the time past of our experience and suf-
ferings by the wickedness of Doctor

Avard suffice; and leé our covenanis be |

that of the everlasting covenant, as it is
contained in the holy wri, and the
things which God has revealed unto us.
Pure friendship always becomes weak-
ened the very moment you undertake
to make it stronger by penal oaths and
secrecy. = Your humble servants intend
from henceforth ¢o disapprobate every-
thing that is not in accordance with the
fullpess of the gospel of Jesus Christ,
and which is net of a bold, frank, and
upright nature; they will not hold their
peace as in times pass when they ses in-
iquity beginning to rear its head, for
fear of traitors, or the consequences
that shall follow, from reproving those
who creep in unawares, that they may
get something to destroy the flock.
We believe that from the experience of
the Saints in times pash shey will hence-
forth be always ready to obey the truth
without having men’s persons in admir-

ation because of advantage. We ought
to be aware of those prejudices (which
are 80 congenial to human nature) against
our neighbors, friends, and brethren of
the world, who choose to differ with us
in opinion, snd in matters of faith; our
rveligion s between us and our God;
their religion is between them and their
God: there certainly is a tie to those of
the same faith, which is peculiar to it-
self; bus it is withous prejudice, gives
full scope o the mind, and enables us
3 conduct ourselves with liberality to-
wards those who are not of our faith;
this prineciple, in our opinion, approxi-
mates the nearest to the mind of God,
and is God-like. There is a daty,

" which we in common with all men, owe

to Groverments, laws, and the regulations
in the civil concerns of life; these
guarantee to all parties and denomina-
tions of religion equal and indefeasible
rights, all alike interested; and they
make our responsibilities one towards
another in matters relating to temporal
affairs and the things of this life; the
former principles do not destroy the
latter, but bind us stronger and make
our responsibility not only one towards
anosher, but unto God also: hence we
say that the constitution of the United
States is a glorious standard, it is found.
ed in wisdom, it i5 a heavenly banner,
and is to all those who are privileged
with the sweets of its libexty, like the
cooling shade and refreshing water of
a great rock in a thirsty and weary
land; itislike a great tree under whose
branches men from every clime can be
shielded from the burning rays of an
inelementsun. We are deprived of the
protecsion of this glorious principle by
the eruelties of thoss who only look to
the time being for pasturage; and who
forget that the Mormons, as well as the
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Presbyterians and every other denomi
nation, have equal rights o partake of
the fruits of the great tree of our nation-
al liberty; yet notwithstanding we see
what we do, and feel the effects of the
cruelty of the enemies of freedom; that
frui$ is no less precious and delicious to
our taste, we can not be weaned from
the milk, neither can we be drawn from
the breast, nor will we deny our religion
because of the hand of oppression, but
we will hold on until death. We say
that God is srue, that the constitution
of the United States is true, that the
Bible is true, the Book of Mormon is
true, that Christ is true, that the min-
istering of angels is true; and “we know
we have a house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens, whose builder
and maker is God,” a consolation which
our oppressors can nob feel when fortune
or fate may lay its hand on them as it
has on us. We ask, what is man?
Remember, brethren, that time and
chance happeneth to all men. .

‘We subseribe ourselves your sinceré
friends and brethren in she bonds of
the everlasting gospel, and prisoners of

Jesug Christ.
Josepn Buira Jr.
Hyrom Smitw,
Lyman WigHT,
CareB BanpwIN,
ALEXANDER MoRaz.

e
THE NEWS AND THE MESSAGE.
In reviewing thas part of President
Arthur’s “Message” touching Utak, the

News of the Tvh December, says:

“The President complains that the law
[against polygamy.—Ed ] bas in very rare
instances been enforced., Whose fault is
that? Ceriainly that caw not be censisi-
ently laid at the door of the ““Mormons”
If officials have been tardy and inefficient,
let the blame rest where it belongs. He
also states that polygamy is the “cormer
stone” of the ¢“Mormon” Church, which

shows that he has not been correctly inform-
ed. The ¢“Mormon” Church existed for
many years without polygamy. Indeed,
correctly speaking, polygamy is not now
and never has been even o temet of the +“Mor-
mon” foith. Our religious system of ‘mar-
riage is different altogether from that which
is known in the world as polygamy.:Bui
setting that consideration aside, our plural
wife system is not and has not been the
‘‘corner stone’” of the Church. It has be-
come an essential part of our creed, but
not more so than many other features of
our faith. Its oppopents have forced it
into prominence and given it that position
in the public mind, while it is in reality
but ome of the comstituent parts of our
ecclesiastical institution, not chief nor of
greater importance than many others.”

The careful reader will pereeive that
the editor whisties out of both corners
of his mouth—one tune for anti-poly-
gamists, and the other for polygamists.

He states that the Mormon Church
“existed for many years without polyg-
amy,” which is a very important fact,
and very damaging to the Mormon ad-
vocates for polygamy, and he then
asserts that polygamy is oot a “corner
stone” of the “Mormon Church.”

If by the “Mormon Chureh” we are
to understand that institusicn over
which Brigham Young presided, and
over which Johu Taylor now presides,
then the Editor may well excuse thoge
who do not believe his statemens.

In Avgust, 1853, it was stated by O.
Pratt and others, from the stand, at the
time the polygamy revelation was firss
proclaimed, thatithose who rejected the
said revelasion .md refused its principles
would *‘be damned.” (See Mill. Star and
Desert. News).

In 1876 the Utah suthorities changed
the Book Doctrine and Covenants, ¢x-
cluding parts of the Nauvoo Edition,
votably the article on Marriage, which
stood approved during the lifetime of
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Joseph the Seer, and then inserted oth-
er matter, including the bogus revela-
tion on polygamy. This last edition has
been accepted by the  Utah Mormon
authorities in Conference, in Salt Lake
City, within the last eighteen months,
and so has become authoritative to the
Utah Mormons in respect to doctrine and
prineiple; and this revelation says of the
polyzamy “covenant,” “If ye abide not
that covenant, then are ye demned.”
Verily, this does make polygamy a “eor-
ner stone” of the Utah Mormon system.
Salvation and damnation is made to hinge
upor it. Those who reject it are to be
“damned” and those who accept it are
to be saved in God’s glory!

It is encouraging, in one way, to see
the News deny the facts in respect to
these matters.. It shows its dislike of
them; and this leads us to hope for its
future amendment.

The statement that “polygamy is not
now and never has been a tenet of the
Mormon faith,” is both true and false.
It is true, when we understand by “the
Mormon faith” that only which is deriv-
ed from the New Testamens, the Book
of Mormon, and the Nauvoo edition of
the Doctrine and Covenants; but it i3
not true if we take for “the Mormon
faith” the system over which Brigham
Young presided for more than thirty
years, and over which John Taylor now
presides.

Polygamy is the seed, and root, from
which has sprung “speaking lies in
hypoerisy,” and inciting men to “creep
into houses, aund lead captive silly
women, laden with sins, led away with
divers lusts,” as predicted by Paul in
his letter to Timothy. Sealing wives
and husbands for eternity; secret and
oath-bound covenants in the spurious
“endowment ;” unlawful, oppressive tith-

ing; shedding the bleod of alledged
transgressors to save their souls; priest-
ly dictation in all things by “file lead-
ers,” and unquestioning obediencein the
part of the members; disloyalty to eivil
law—these and many other evils have
grown out of polygaray.

The evil, is quite as vile now as when .
practiced by the Nephites. Then it was,
in the sight of God, a “crime,” and
“abominable.”” It is all of that now;

-and it is well that the Desert News, at -

lagt, disclaims it as “a tnent” of the
true Mormon faith.

MOTHS IN THE CANDLE.
AN interpretation of the moral worth of
the late Dr. J. G. Holland may be
found in the following extract taken
from an article written by him many
years ago:

“Hvery moth learns for itself that the
candle burns.
candle lasts, the slaughter goes on, and
lzaves its wingless and dead around it.
The light iz beautiful and warm, and
attractive; and, unscared by the dead,

the foolish creatures rush into the

flames, and drop, bopelessly singed, their
little lives despoiled. It has been sup-
posed that men have reason and a moral
sense. It has been supposed that they
observe, draw conclusions, and learn by
experience. Yot there is a large class
of men, reproduced by every passing
generation, that do exactly what the
moths do, and die exactly as the moths
die. . They learn nothing by shservation
or experiense. Arvound a certain elasg
of brilliant temptations they gather
night afser night, and with singed wings
and lifeless bodies they strew the ground
around them. No instructions, no expos.
tulations, no obeervations of ruin, no
sense of duty, no remonstrance of eon-
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geience, have any effect upon them.
If they were moths in fact they could
not be sillier or more chtuse.

“A single passion, which need not
be named,—further than to say that,
when hallowed by love and a legitimate
gift of life to life, it is as pure as any
pession of the soul—is oune of the can-
dles around which the human moths lie
in myriads of disgusting deaths. If
anything has been proved by the chser-
vation and experience of the world it is
that licentionsness, and all illicit grasi-
fication of the passion involved in is,
are killing sins against a man’s own
nature—that by is the wings are singed
not only, but body and soul are degrad-
ed and spoiled. Out of all illicit indunl-
gence come weakness, a perverted moral
nature, degradation of character, gross
beasiliness, benumbed sensibilities, a
disgusting life, and a disgraceful death.
Below its baleful fire the sanctity of
womanhood fades away, the remance of
life dies, and the beautiful world loses

- all its charms. The lives wresked npon
the rock of sensuality ars strewn in
every direction. Again wnd again with
endless repesition, young wen yield to
the song of the siren thas beguiles them
to their death. They learn noshing,
they see nothing, they know nothing
but their wild desire, and on they go to
destruction aud the devil.

" “Wine and strong drink form another
candle in which millions bave singed
themselves, and destroyed both body and
soul. Here the signs of danger are more
apparens than in the other form of sen-
suality, becauss there is less secreey.

The candle burne in open space, where

all men can see it. Law sits behind

and sanctions its burning. It paysa
princely revenue $o the government.

Women flagnt their gauzes in it.

Clergymen sweep their robes through it.
Respectability uses it to light its
banquets. In many regions of this
country it is a highly respectable candls.
Yet, every year sixty thousands persons
in this country die of intemperance ; and
when we think of the blasted lives that
live in want and misery, of wives in
despair, of loves bruised and blotted out,
of children .disgmced, of alms houses,
filled, of orimes committed through its
influence, of industry extinguished, and
of disease engendered, and remember
this has been going on for thousands of
yeara, wherever wine has been known;
what are we to think of meun who still
press into the fire 7 Have they any more
sense than the moths? It is almost
euough to shake a man’s faith in immor-
tality to learn that he belongs to a race
that manifests so little sense, and such
hopeless recklessness.

“There is just one way of safety, and
only oue, and a young man who stands
ab the beginning of his career can choose
whether he will walk in it, or in the way
of danger. There is 2 notion abroad
among men that wine is géod—that
when promptly used is has help in it—
that in 2 certain way it is food, or a help
in the digsstion of food. We beliave
that mo greater or more fatal hallucina-
tion ever posseszed the world, and that
none #o great ever possessed it for so
long a time. Wine is a medicine, and
men wonld take we more of it than of
any other medicive if it were not pleas-
ant in its saste, and agreeable in its first
effects. The men who drink is, drink
it beocause they like it. The theories as
to its heathfuluess come afterward. The
world cheats itself, and iries to cheat
itself in this thing; and the priests who
prate of ‘using this world as not abusing

it,” and the chemists who claim a sort of
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nutritious property in aleohol which
never adds to tissue (!) and the men
who make a jest of water drinking, all
know perfectly well that wine and strong
drink always have done more harm than
good in the world, and always will until
that millennium comes, whose feet are
constantly tripped from under it by the
drankards that lie prone in its path.
The millennium with s grog.shop at
every corner, is just as impossible as
seourity with a burglar as every win-
dow, or in every room of the house.
All men know that drink is a curse,
yet young men sport around it as if
there were something very desirable in
it, and sport until they are hopelessly
ginged, and then join the great, sad
army that, with undiminished numbers,
presses on to its certain death.

“Total abstinence, now and forever,
is the only guaranty in existenoce against
a drunkard’s life and death, and there
is no good that can possibly come to a
men by drinking. Keep out of the
candle. It-will always singe your wings
or destroy you.”

GrorGE C. BATES, who is a contributor
to Brick Pomeroy’s Great West, pub-
lished a6 Denver, says of his old friends,
the polygs: “There are rings in the
Mermon Church, a8 in our greas Repub-
lican party. -The polygamic ring
includes all officers in the Mormon
Church, all the local officers of the
Territory of Utah, including Sheriffs,
County Recorders, Judges of Probate,
Treasurers, many of which officers pay
the incumbents very large incomes, run-
ning away up into the thousands of
dollars, and so all posts of hopor and
profit in the Church, and in the distri
bution of political honors and emolu-
ments are entirely monopolized by the

polygamie ring, and no man, unless a
polygamist, can enter it. During Brig-
ham Young’s life he nominated and his
people elested just whom he named, and
to-day Johr Taylor and his brother
apostles do the same, 8o that opposition
to polygamy in Utah means disfranchise-
ment, incapacity for any post of honor
or profit in the Church or out among
the opponents of this creed. When a
ship load of Mormons arrive at Salt
Lake these old bucks, bishops, priests,
deacons, select for themselves the buxom
young girls from Sweden, Norway,
Seotland, whom they aeed as servants,
then marry them and take them home,
where they become menials, servants,
whose wages are paid in marriage
instead of money.”

We declare, affirm, define, and pronounce
it necessary to salvation for every‘ human
oreature to be subject to the Roman pontiff.
—Qardinal Manning.

The Pope has redesmed the clergy from
the obedience due to princes; tiherefore
kings are no more the superiors of the cler-
gy.— Bellarmine.

«Heonomizing our resources is the true
secret of succees. It is the omly foundaiion
uvponr which every successful business man
has built his fortune.”—KgnT.

THE SAINTS HERALD.,

Official paper of the Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, explanatory of the faith:
of the Church, and coutaing correspondence from dif-
ferent parts of the world, giving accounts of the pro-
gress of the Church, and setting forth the dealings of

God with his people. Published semi-monthly, sixteen _ -

large pages. Joseph Smith, Bditor.
Address all business communications to Joseph
Smith, Lamoni, Decatur County, Iowa.
Price $2.15 per year.

THE SAINTS® ADVOCATE,
A monthly, religious journal, published in the inter-
ests of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, and in the special interest of the
Utah Mission of said Church, and Edited by W. W.
Blair.

Terms, 50 cents per year, in advance; eleven copies
to one address, $5; or, twenty-two copies; to one ad-
dress, $10. Subscribers desiring it can pay in six
wonths, by giving notice.

Subscriptions earnestly solicited. Subscribe for
yourselves and for friends deceived by The Latter
Day Apostasy.

Remittances must be sent to W. W. Blair. Box 417,
Salt Lake City, Utah; or to Joseph Smith, Lamoni,
Decatur County Iowa.

www.LatterDayTruth.org




The Sainis’ Advocate,

“TRUTH WILL PREVAIL.’

> “IN Gop WE TrusT.”

Vol. 4.

Lamoni, Iowa, February, 1882,

No. 8.

BRIGHAM AND THE GIFTS.
ONLY a day or two since, a gentleman
of the Brighamite Church said he was
“gatisfied” in the Utah Mormon Church,
beeause the Lord had blessed him during
his membership in that chuarch, and
these blessings of the Spirit, and special
providences, were conclusive evidences
to him that the Lord approved the
leadership of Brigham and his fellows.

We informed the gentleman that all
the different factions and fragments of
the Church since and*before 1844, used
the same style of argument to prove the
divine mission of their respective lead-
ers, and we held that it was a false and
delusive method of reasoning, as it
tended to cause and perpetuate heresies
and divisions. Christ promised to be-
stow the “signs” upon gospel believers;
but he never promised to give them as
guides in respect to the leadership of the
Church. He has given a specific law
by which the question of priesthood
authority is to be determined, and that
law is found in the Doectrine and Cov-
enants of the Church. That law pro-
claimed February, 1831, that “None
else [besides Joseph the Seer—Ed ]
shall be appointed unto this gift [to
receive revelations and commandments
ag a law to the Church.—Ed.] except
it be through him, [Jeseph the Seer.]
—Ed.], for if it be taken from him, he
shall not have power except to appoint
another in his stead; and this shall be
a law unto you, that ye receive not the
teachings of any that shall come before

you as revelations and commandments;
and this I gave unto you that you may
not be deceived, that you may know they
are not of me. For verily I say unto
you, that he that is ordained of me
shall come in at the gate, [baptism.—
Ed.] and be ordained as I have told
you before, to teach these revetations
you have received and shall receive
through him whom I have appointed.”
—D. C. 43: 1, 2. »

This revelation, given that the Saints
might not be “deceived” by pretenders,
given as “a law to govern the Church”
in respect to the transmission of the
Pregidency and prophetic office, pro-
vided that the successor to Joseph the
Seer in these callings must, first, be
“ordained [or appointed.—Ed.] of God ;
second, he must be appointed “through
him”’[Joseph the Seer.—Hd.]; third,
he must “be ordained as I have told
you before” [that is ¢‘by the direction
of a High Couneil, or General Confer-
ence;” Rev. April, 1830, D. C. 17: 17.
Bd.]; fourth, the successor must teach
the accredited revelations given to the
Church through Joseph the Seer; and
fifth, the successor “shall come in at
the gate”” [Baptism. See 2 Nephi
13: 3; also D. C. Rev. April, 1830,
Sec. 20: 1]. That is, the successor
would “come in at the gate” after Feb-
ruary, 1831.

Now the successor in the presidency
and prophetic office must fill the require-
ments of this revelation in every respect.
Brigham Young fulfilled them in none!

www.LatterDayTruth.org



162

THE BAINTS ADVOCATE.

He was not appointed to the prophetic®

office, nor the presidency of the Church,
through Joseph the Scer. e was not
“ordained” to those callings by the
direction of a High Council or General
Conference. Indeed, he never claimed
to be so ordained. He was never
“ordained” or appointed of God to those
‘eallings “through” Joseph the Seer.
He did not faithfully teach the author-
ized revelations given to the Church
through Joseph the Seer, but taught
squarely to the contrary. He did not
“come in at the gate” after February,
1831; but before. This revelation of
February, 1831, conviets and condemns
him as 2 mere pretender, and John
Taylor, his successor, is in the same
category.

God; “through” Joseph the Seer,
appointed “the head” of his “posterity”
to the blessings possessed by the Seer.
Hear it, O yo Brighamites, and believe,
or eonfess your disbelief in the revela-
tions of Joseph the Seer.

that his blessing shall also be put upon
the head of his posterity after him.
And as T said unto Abraham concernmg
the kindreds of the earth, even so I say

unto my servant Jsseph, in thee and

thy seed shall the kindred of the earth
be blessed.”—D. C. Rev. 1841.

‘In keeping with this is the prophecy
of Joseph the Seer to John C. Calhoun,
January 2d, 1844; “While I have pow-

ers of body and mmd while water runs
and grase grows, while virtue is lovely

and  vice hateful, and while a stone

pomts out a sacred spot where 8 frag ’
ment of American liberty once was, I
or my posterity w1]l plead the cause of

injured innocence, etc

There is not a hne in all the standard

vbooks that in the least mtlmates that,

‘Joseph’s successor.

“For this:
anointing have I put upon his head,

either Brigham Young or the Twelve
would ever succeed Joseph the Seer in

the Presidency of the Church. It is

the merest pretension to claim that they,
or any of them, did so succeed.

That spiritual blessings have followed
the ministry of the Utah Mormon Elders
is not denied; but when they followed,
it did not prove Brigham Young to be
" If it did, then the
revelations we have quoted would be
false. The spiritual gifts followed the
Rigdonites, Strangites, Cutlerites, Bick-
ertonites, and other factions, as well as
the Brighamites. They also- followed
the Albigenses; Waldenses, Paulicans,
Lollards, Moravians, Covenanters, early
Methodists and others, though to a
limited degree. But why do they not
follow, and abound now in Utah? Why
did they not follow Brigham n his per-
sonal ministrations since 18447 Why
are so many of his predictions found .
false and delusive? And why so much
of his published sermons found to con-.
tradiet and pervert the teaskings of all
the atandard works of the Church dur-
ing the life time of the seer? If he
was the lawful successor of the seer,
why have his teachings, his general ad-
ministration, and his personal conduct,
driven so many thousands (among them
many of his own kindred) into inﬁdeL
ity and spiritualism ?

It is bigh time to inquire into these
matters, and it is a solemn duty for
every one, especially the Saints, to make
that inquiry a searching one.

Let God be true.

B . S e —
Josern the Sser wrote John (. Cal-
houn, January 2d, 1844, “The power
not delegated to the United Sbates and
the States belongs to the peopie, and
Congress, sent to do the peoples busi-
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ness, have all power.”’— Times and Sea-
sons, vol. B, p. 395.

From this it is elear Joseph held that
Congress has the right to regulate mat-
ters in respect to marriage in the terri-
tories. Our Utah friends should make
a note of this, and cease to denounce the
anti-polygamy law of 1862 as being
unconstitutional.

In the same letter he further said :—
“Congress with the President as execut-
or, is as Almighty in its sphere, as
Jehovah is in his.”

Let them note this also.

— e
- THE GARDO HOUSE.
PrESTDENT JoHN TAYLOR, on the 2d
“inst., formally took possession of the
“@ardo House, (formerly known as the
Amelia Palace, built by Brigham Young
for his last favorite wife).

The writer was informed by an intel-
ligent- Fedéral official, that the house
and its furnishing, &e., cost over $100,-
000. But the Deseret News says the
farnishing cost near $15,000.

Be this as it may, it is a matter that
will help many to see that Pres. Taylor
and his fellows are seekmg the loaves,
while they give common people but the

" mérest crumbs

1t serves to reveal “the true inward-
ness” of the spirit and ambition that
rules the rulers of the Utah Mormon
Church. It is a sorry sight to see one
who professes to be the head of Christ’s
Chureh on earth, and to be the chief
Apostle of the meek and lowly Christ,
aping royalty at the expense of the
toiling seventy-five thousand who con-
stitute the church over which he pre-
sides; for it is their tithes—so called—
and their donations that make up this
large and lavish expenditure. Surely,
it may well be said, “the spoil of the

poor is in your houses”” But we are
glad to know that many of the Utah
Mormons condemn this act of President
Taylor.

e N o

FORTH! TO LABOR.

Forth! To your labors go
Priesthood of Zion,

Dawns now the brightness of morn o’er the scene!
Goene are the shades of night,
Fled! And forever!

Light is enthroned where darkness hag heen!

Chorus.

Go, with the Word of Life

To ev'ry creature,

Swiftly approaches the

Gathering in! 4

Forth! Lo, “swift messengers”
Waiting to waft you
Over the mountain, 1be prairie, and sea;
Spirits are sorrowing
 Of every nation
Yearning disciples of Jesus to be!

Forth! For the Sun that shines,
Shineth forever

Ne'er shall His life giving rays lose their powers
Healing is in His wings,
Live! whoso feareth,

Now fall His blessings in copious showers,

Forth! But neglect thou not
Seeking the Spirit;
Futile thine efforts if God be not prayed,
“Forth! To the harvest field”
Sower and reaper,
Nothing shall vanquish whom God gives His aidf
R. D. KENDRICE.
LoxDoN, England, April 19th, 1881.. ’

JOSEPH SMITH.
THE Venerable Josiah Quincy of Bos-
ton, is reproducing ieaves from his ol
journals, treating of men and times in th 3
distant past, and among others publishe 1
a visit.to Joseph Smith; at Nauvoo, i3
April, 1844. In a former paper h3
speaks of the prophet Joseph Smith ag
one of the most impressable persons ha
ever met, one in whom “capacity and
resource were npatural to his stalwait
person.” ',‘Speaking of his work, M=
Quiney says: “The man who establisk-
ed a religion in this age of free debato,
who is to-day accepted by hundreds ot
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thousands as a direct emissary from the
Most High ; such a rare being is not to
be dispoged of by pelting his memory
with unsavory epithets.’”” But the most
important part of this paper is the testi-
mony of this eminent Bostonian to the
faot, so contrary to the assumptions of
his enemies, that the founder of the
Mormon Church did not teach polyga-
my, but was “utterly opposed to. such
practice,” adding that ‘“Mormonism
minus this spiritual wife system had,
“and has, much that is interesting in
secular agpects.”

Inasmuch as Mr. Smith has been
charged with founding this plural wife
gystem, so indignantly denied by the
Reorganized Church, this testimony is
valuable, all the more so for being inci-

dentally called ouf.
Sandwish, Iilinois, Argus, 7Tth Jan. 1882.

o

—

THE ‘EXPONENT’ ANSWERED.
Tae Woman’s ExponeNT for Novem-
ber 1st, 1881, says:

«Emma deceived her children and denied
to every one that the Propket had ever re-
ceived a revelation on Celestial Marridge,
or had ever practiced it, although she had
heard the revelation and was an eye-witness
to the marriage of the three wives above
mentioned. Besides, he told her of every
one that had been sealed to him. - Some of
those whoapostatized? from the Church,
and knew more than she did about the prac-
tige of polygamy, also denied it; but there
are too many of the Prophet’s wives still
living in Utah,—as well as hundreds of
other witnesses—who can testify to the
hypocrisy of those men who, like William
Marks, apostatized because they could not
manage matters pertainimg to the Church
as they desired, and who afterward volun-
teered their services to help Emma Smith,
ahé having according to her own acknowledg-
ment founded the Josephite Chursh to re-
venge herself upon Brigham Young.”

‘The foregoing is one of the most out- |

ragecus mis-statments that desperate
people ever made to bolster up a reli-
gious system; and the cause that needs
such refuge of lies is a truth-forsaken
one at least.

The fact that Emma Smith persistent-
ly denied to every one, her children in-
cluded, her having had knowledge of the
polygamic revelation ig in itself strong
presumptive proof that no such revela-
tion was had by her husband. She was
but forty years of age at her husband’s
death, a woman of strong and fearless
character, in full possession of all her
faculties; and if she then and ever after
denied her own and husband’s connection
with such feature of belief as spirutal
wifery, that had no public avowal till
éight years after such death, her state-
ment bears the impress of truth.

She never deceived her children ; but
the statements she made to them were
compatible with her life, and both are
remembered together, and it is not a
little singular that writers for the
Exponent will rigk so rashly a compar-
ison of life and testimony, as does the
one who wrote the foregoing extract.
This writer affirms that Emma had
heard the revelation, and was eye witness
to three marriages, and that Joseph told
her of every one. Quite a remarkable
assertion. How does such writer know -
what Emma heard, and saw, and what
Joseph told his wife? Rather presump-
tive evidence, and such as is not admis-
sable in any ecourt.

-Again: it appears from the extract
that others knew more about the prac-
tice of polygamy than Emma did. This
may be true, and is just what might be
expected after the declaration of it in
1852. She states that she knew of no
such doctrine being taught by her hus-
band; and that he had no wife in any
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gense other than herself—hence if any
knew anything about it they knew more
than she did. But when some aposta-
tized they too denied the praciice of
polygamy confirming the statement of
Emma, very strong corroborative evi-
dence that she had spoken truly.

But the crowning iniquity in this
‘extract is the statement that when
William Marks apostatized, that he
‘and others referred to, who also
apostized (one of whom may be eaid to
be Mrs. Emma Smith)) they did so
because they could not “‘manage matters
pértaining to the Church as they desir-
ed;” a good and sufficient reason, if we
may believe that they persisted in de-
nouncing the church-polluting heresy

that it is alleged they denied knowing }

anything about as legitimate to the
faith. Whe can blame William Marks,
Emma Smith, and others, for apostatiz-
ing when ‘they could not “manage” to
prevent the ereeping in of “damnable
heresies.” If they were true devotees
of Christ, they would have been sadly
recreant to the faith if they had not
washed their hands of complicity with
such doctrines. The fact that they were
afterwards found stauding together in
an avowal of the faith as taught in Kirt-
land and Nauvoo, before polygamy
became a - ‘“pary of the faith of the
Mormen Church,” is proof positive that
neither ever apustatized, bus remaioed
true to the principles of Christ as taught
originally—this is one of the strongest
evidences in favor of the Reorganized
Church that can be cited by the advo-
oates of polygamy, but is very damaging
to those who now state that polygamy
wag not a “tenct of the faith originally,
nor is it now an essential feature of it.”

The other, that Emma “founded the
Josephite Church to revenge herself

upon Brigham Young”” What econ-
temptible folly it is to charge the found-
ing of a church upon fthe efforts of a
woman, who had no conneection with
such church either nominal, or real, until
nearly seven years after its first confer-
ence was held, and that was in active
existence at the time she effected her
union with it. To fix the character
of the falsehood it is only necessary to
state that the Reorganization began’as
early as 1853, and Emma did not unite
with it until 1860 ; and then instead of
dictating to it terms of faith, or prae-
tice, she was received by i on her orig-
inal baptism—does that look like apos-

' tacy, or the founding of the Josephite

Church?

Dec. 30th, 1881
-
TaE following Editorial from the Phila.
delphia Record for January 13th, current
year, is'so pithy and straight in regard to
the question at issue, that we reproduce
it. Right thoughts lead to right actions,
correct laws rightly enforced, alone will
prevent and extinguish crime.

“There is no power in the national Gov.
ernment to suppress polygamy in a State,
or to prevent a Territory from legalizing
that instiration after becoming a State:
The anthoriry of the Union over its con-
stituent govereigniies in regard to their
Jocal institationg is t0 see that the State
Governments are republican in form.
While Utah remains a Territory, poly.
gamy, along with other felonies, may
properly be dealt with; and it is not eredit-
able to the wisdom and diligence of the
two Houses of Congress that in all these
years no effective plan has been devised
and put in force for its suppression. Exact.
ly what measure or system of measures
would fully meet the case it is not easy to
tell; but the resources of American states.
manship—if there is any such thing left—
ought to be adequate to the emergency.

“With the Mormons as Mormons we
havenorightto interfere. As polygamists,

JOSEPH SMITH.
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however, théy are proper objects of disci-
pline. They ought to have been subjected
to it long ago. But they are not all, nor
even a majority of them, practical polyg-
amists, and a mere belief in the doctrine
of polygamy, unaccompanied by its prac-

tice, constitutes'no offense agadinst the laws;’

No ‘human Government— none, surely,
which is considered civilized—undertakes
to punish its subjects fur entertaining or
advocating erroneous opinions so long as
they do not carry them 6ut in sheir conduct.
The Christian gospel condemns bad prin-
ciples; motives and intentions equally with
bad deeds, but Christian Governments look
only at what men actually do. God calls
for clean hearts; Cewsar only for clean
hands. )

“It'is of the things which are Cesar’s, as

typifying tle secular governing power, to
punish infractions of the laws. Ttis of the
things which'bélong'to God, and of these
alone, to punish abstract spiritual offenses
not reduced to concrete acts. With Mor-
monism as a religion neither the Union nor
the Statés have anything to do. If the
Church of Latter Day Saints, as they call
themselves, were to become Mohammedans
or Buddhists, their creed would not be a fit
matter for unfriendly legislation, nor is it
now. No establishment of religion can be
made by Congress or a Legislature, nor can
either constitutionally interpose against a
religion which any part of the people may

think proper to establish for themselves.

There are remnants of State religious
establishments here and there in this
country, such as Blue Laws, Sunday Laws,
and 50 on, but they come to us from colonial
times, and they are not in accord with the
spirit- of our present liberal political sys-
tem.

“It would seem that the polygamous
Mormons can only be proceeded against
as individuals, and not collectively. Cog:
nizande can be taken of their bigamy as
of bther crimes they may commit, but this
cognizance must be judicial. If it be neces.
sary to alter the law of evidence, so as to
overcome the existing difficulty of obtain-
ing proof of the commission of the offense,
let this'be done. Although such alterations

of - the-rules of evidence, which are the

growth of centuries, are not as a geueral
thing desirable, the neccessity ‘in this in-
stance may warrant it. But it will notdo
to enter upon a religious crusade. Nor
can the military arm be rightly invoked
against an entire community. The whole
matter is one for the Courts and the Couarts.
only. Ifthese instrumentalities lack vigor °
and efficiency for the execution of the crim.-
inal laws, let the defect in some fit way
be remedied. But the-Mormons can not
be persecuted or proscribed as a sect, any
more than the Catholics, the Presbyterians,
or the Quakers.” '

How. M. B. CasTLE, of the Argus, Sand-,
wich, Illinois, gave in an editorial in his
paper, an item obtained from “Leaves from
01d Journals” published in The Independ-
ént from the pen of Josiah Quincy, which
we print in this issue, and commend to the
readers of the HERALD, for its appositeness.
Mr. Castle is well known to us, so we-wrote
him regarding the authority of the state-
ment made by him, to which he madereply
dssuring us that we need not fear to use
what we found in the Argus, as they would
publish nothing of which they were not’
sure. He also sent us the paper, containing
the article from which he had derived his
information; and later still he sent us a
leaf of the same journal, the Independent,
conlaining a “leaf” by the same author,
Hon. Josiah Quincy, entitled “Washington
society in 1826;” in which article the name
and character of Elisha R. Potter, of
Rhode Island, a member of Congress in the
last century, and who served in the war of
1812 are mentioned. Of this man Mr.
Quincy writes:

“He was one of the men who carry
about them a surplus of vital energy, to
relieve the wants of others. The absurd
inquiry whether life were worth living
never suggested itgelf in his presence. He
seemed to carry about with him a certain
homespun certificate of authority, which

“made it natural for lesser men to accept

his conclusions. Oddly enough, I have
met only one other individual who im-
pressed me as possessing the same sort of
personal power, and he was one whose
place in history is certain when the lites
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of greater and better men are covered by
oblivion; for the muse of history postpones
the claims of statesmen and poets to those
of founders of religions, who, for good or
“evil, are more potent factors in the destiny
of mankind. Heréafter I may give an
account of my visit to Joseph Smith, in his
holy city of Nauvoo. It is now sufficient
to mention that when I made the acquaint-
ance of the Mormon Prophet, I was haunt
ed witha provokmg sense of having known
him before; or, at least, of having known

some one whom he greatly resembled.,

And then following a painful groping and

peering “in the dark backward and abysm
of time,” in search of a figure that was.
provokingly undiscoverable; at last the,

Washington of 1826 came up before me,
and the form of Elisha R Potter thrust
itself through the gorges of memory. Yes,

that was the man I was seeking; yet the,

resemblance, after all, could scarcely be
called physical, and I am loath to borrow

‘the word impressional from the voeab.;
Busth were of.
commanding appearance, men whom it
seemed natural to obey. Wide as were the,
differences between the lives and charac-,

ulary of spirit mediums.

ters of these Americans, there emanated

from each of them a certain peculiar moral
stress and compulsion which I have never.
felt in the presence of others of their;
countrymen. The position of Mr. Potter

in his native state has now faded to a dim

tradition. It was of the authoritative kind
which belongs to men who bear from

nature the best credentialg.”
The promise of an account of  the

vigit to Nauvoo was kept in a subsequent
issue of the Independent, and is the one.
from which the extract elsewhere appear- |

ing was taken.

‘We sincerely thank Mr: Castle not only
for the brave defence he has long made of
us a8 3 people; but. for the kind thought.
fulness, with  which he remembered the
probable - effect in our favor suck state-.
ments as these of so reverend a man. as
Josiah Quincy would have, and both pub-
lished them and-sent them to us marked.
The. warfare, hard and bitter as it some.
tlmes is, is .cheered and made pleasant
by kind words darlngly spoken by men

in a manly way; and. we shall certainjy
draw a breath of renewed energy by reason
of this one coming to us.

READING.
A 1ASTE for heavy reading is necessary
to all intellectual advancemenst.. This
taste is a thing to be acquired. We
are all creatures of habit and it is sad
to see so many negleciing the cultivation
of this habit which, when once acquired,

is a never failing source of interest, in-

formation and . improvement, without
interfering with other less elevating but
just as important, business ocoupations.
The mind' can not be wholly inactive
and will, in moments of leisure when
undirested in other channels, busy
itself in rearing marvelous castles in
Spain and creating wonderful, impos-
gible, rose-colored scenes, which unfit

‘one for serious thought, and give such

an unreal view of life that one is un-
able to cope with the stern faets of ex-
istence. This practice of day dreaming
is, unhappily, very common. It is apt
to be accompanied by a love of light
literature, poetry and novels, all  very
well when read only as a relaxation
after severe mental application, but too
unsound to be the only food for a man’s
intelligence’

If it were reqmred of persons grad.
uating from high school, that.they be
conversant with a certain number of
volumes of solid seientific or philoso-
phical matter, a foundation would be
laid on which to build.a.broader educa-
tion than that often. attained, by;the
present system. The. taste for scisntific
gubjects . is one  easily: acquired. . The
perusal of a few books will open to the
mind;the vast amount. yet to be learned

Jin every directin that thought.may. be

directed, and also, the littleness and un-
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satisfactoriness of the learning hitherto
~ congidered sufficient to satisfy our needs.

Day dreaming is pernicious; theread-
ing of light novels is folly ; newspapers
area source of ‘information; good books
lead to the growth and strength of the
mind.

TITHINGS GROWING LESS.

I7 is a significant fact that in 1865 the
Utak Mormon Church gathered $580,-
000 from a population of 45,000 peo-
ple; and that in 1880, from near 96,000
members (which they claim) they gath-
ered only abous $500,000. ‘
" This means that the exactions of the
Utah leaders are not responded to as
they once were, and that they are losing
their influence and control over the
masses in temporal matters at least.

Less tithings for temples and fine
palaces, and better homes, better educa-
tion, and more comforts for the toilers,
will be the watchword for the future.

- i

“«JOSEPHITES” IN SALT LAKE
CITY.

Hon. A. L. Tromas, Secretary of the
Territory, informs us that in taking the
census the past year ip respect to reli-
gious societies in Utah, 350 in Salt Lake
City reported themselves as. “Joseph-
ites;” and as yet we have but 187 names
on the Branch Record, but we are aware
that there are twenty or -thirty more
- membera proper in the city, and hund-

reds who in ‘heart are truly “Joseph-

ites.”’
e+

THE strongest element there has ever
been in Christianity is' found in the
revelation that Jesus is the Christ; and
this testimony has ever been made con-
tingent upon an acoeptation of the Word,
a cloge adherence to the revealed will as
found in the New Testament Seriptures.

O
N

These Seriptures, so far as all clagses of .
Mormons are concerned, are supple-
mented and made binding by the Book
of Mormon, as the history of former
inhabitants of America, including the
development of Christianity here and -
its decadence and the causes of it; as
well as the revelations of God to the .
Church direcs as found in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants,—the church
articles and covenants. Hence to these =
religionists it should be clear that what- -
ever fate awaits them, it must befall
them by. reason of a judgment based
upon these three books—whatever then,
may not be fully advoeated and defend-

ed by the things found in these books
should be at once rejected when pre-:
gsented ; or abandoned if “privily brought

in.” This is a clear deduction and needs

but to be stated to be admitted. Let

the true believer take courage wherever
he is, for if he remain steadfast to the
faith, he must inevitably be crowned
with a grand success. .
— e

“@Great men,” said Themistocles, ¢are
like the oaks, under the branches of which
men are bappy in finding a refuge in the
time of storm and rain.”” But when they
have to spend a sunny day under them,
they take pleasure in cutting the bark and
breaking the branches.
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THE REORGANIZED CHURCH IN
CONGRESS.
It is probable most of our readers have
learned ere this that a committee was
.sent by the last Semi-Annual Conference
to our present Congress, in the interests
of the Reorganized Church. The object
for which it was sent was to see that

Congress, in legislating upon the Utah.
problem, should not fasten upon Mor-

monism, proper, the foul and ruinous
doctrine of polygamy, nor any of the
heretical doctrines that have sprung out
of it The object was, and- still is, to
present to our Government the real and
essential facts touching the evils it
- proposes to legislate against and over
come, and in this fair and public way
save the Church of Christ from further
reproach and shame, and have the in-
famy and follies of corrupt leaders
among the Mormons attach to them, and
only to them to whom they justly belong.
It is not, as charged in a late issue of
the Desert News, to incite persecution
of the Utah Mormons. But it is, rather,
to save them from impending wrath and
ruin. Qur great nation is aroused as
never before, exoept in regard to slavery.
A storm is gathering among the masses
- of American freemen, which will break
with relentless fury upon Usah Mormon-
ism, if its Anti-American, Aunti-Chris-

tian practices are not speedily put
away. The committee are noble, godly
men, and will point out where the evils
lie, how and when they originated, and
then suggest the easiest and best meth-
ods to remove them.

The Reorganized Church, for the
last thirty years, has borne the shame
and just reproach that has attached to
apostate Mormons; and they, of all
others, have the right to shield them-
gelves, and to fix the blame where it
properiy belongs. This they intend to
do, beth in Congress and out of it.
The time has come whea “Kings and,
Rulers” must learn the faots in respect
to the genuing doctrines of the Church.
God is at work for the vindieation of .

his “strange and marvelous work.”

By the following, our readers may see
something of what is being done in
| Congress by the Reorganized Church.

sideration of the Mormon question is
about to receive fresh impetus through
.the presence in this city of the committee
appointed by the General Conference
of the Reorganized Church of Christ
of Latter Day Saints, to wait upon the
+President and Congress, and present
their version of the Utah problem, and
their proposed solution. 7. H. Gurley
and H. L. Kelley constitute the com-
mittee, and were presented by Repre-
sentative Kasson to President Arthur,
and bad a long conference with him.
Their memorial sets forth- that the
Mormon Church, although classed and
known generally as “Mormon,” is and
ever has been opposed to any compromis- -
ing with that polygamic body in Utah
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also called Mormon. The Reorganized
Mormon Church, under the leadership
of Joseph Smith, son of the origipal
Mormon head, and duly organized and
incorporated under the laws of Illinois,
has for the past thirty years opposed
and denounced the doctrines and prac-
tices of polygamy, and has all this time
kept and sustained missionaries in Utah
to preach against them, the result being
that at least ten thousand persons ia
that territory have thus been extricated
from the corruption of polygamy and its
concomitant evils. They ask that more
effective measures be enacted and carried
into effect by the government for the
suppression of polygamy in the ter-
ritories. The Mormon Clurch (says
the memorial) has five hundred organ-
ized churches, four hundred and fifty of
which are in the United States, with a
ministry of one thousand five hundred
and twenty thousand communicants,
and twenty thousand others who sustain
the church in its work. Nine tenths of
these are citizens of the United States,
and are loyal to the government. The
memorial discusses at some length the
legal questions involved, quotes from
the Book of Mormon to show that poly-
gamy is not part of Mormounism; but, on
- the contrary, is expressly inhibited, and
urges that the true standpoint from
which to deal with polygamy is: That
it is no part of the Mormon faith proper,
but a loathsome incumbrance. This,
they say, will prevent those who prae-
tice polygamy from raising the ery of
persecution, and thereby holding with
them thousands of honest, ignorant souls
of their number in Utah who are not
actually engaged in the practice of this
crime, and who would otherwise repu-
diate it-and becomie good citizens. The
memorial suggests additional legislation
by Congress, so that avowed bigamists
may not be allowed to sit as jurors when
one of their numbeér is being tried for
_ bigamy; that the statute of limitations
be so amended thas all persons, male
and female, may be punished for the
crime of polygamy; that the homestead
law ‘be so amended that polygamous
wives shall not be recognized under the

title of “heads of families,” and that the
reputation of living ‘together and co-
habitation be received in courts as evi-
dence to prove the marriage relation.
e G 4
CONGRESS AND POLYGAMY.
Mr. EpmUNDs, leader of the Senate,
proposes very thorough  measures in
dealing with Utah affaits. It is a pity,
indeed, that such extreme legislation
should be found vecessary by such a
cool and careful statesman as Mr.
Edmuonds. What he seeks to have
‘enacted is seen in the following :—
“The anti polygamy agitation is tak-
ing definite shape. The bill reported
by Senatur Kdmunds covers the whole
ground, and lays the lecherous practice

open to attack by the executlve author- . |

ity, which is pledged to wage vigorous
-warfare against it. It provides for the
punishment of mes who marry or live in
polygamous relations with more than.
one woman; also of women who marry
men who already have wives. It dis-
qualifies polygamists from serving as
jurors and disfranchises all polygamists,
and vests the governmental powers of
Utah in a ecommission appointed by the
president.”

Y ——
b aa

e
i

THE GOVERNSHIP OF UTAH.
Tue following article is from the Sand .
wich (I1i.) Argus. The editor, ex-sena-
tor M. B. Castle, is confident President
Joseph Smith, if made Governor of
Utah, would prove an efficient factor dn
composing the difficulties now enviren-
ing “the Utah problem.”

Presiden: Simpith  has, as we have
stated before, no aspirations in that
direction ; yet it may be fouud, by and
by, that for the good of all concerned,
his appointment to thas office would be

a wise one.
“The wission of Z. H Gurley and K.
L Kelley of [owa, to Washing ton, to
represent the Reorganized Church in the
fight against polygamy, has great sig
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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pificance in this time, when one of the
main issues before the ecountry is the
rooting out of this great evil from the
nation. As Mr. Gurley said: “this na-
tion will not permit any one to practice
crime under the name of religion.”

“Now the question is how is this root-
ing out to be aceomplished with the
least injury, for there may be cases in
which innocent persons might suffer; and

" in- such a great revulsion as would occ-
casion in Utab, great care should be ex-
ercised: The Argus has before pointed
out the most feasible plan, which is by
the appointment of President Joseph
Smith to the governorship of Utah, and
thus weaken the power of the polyga-
mous branch of this church. With
their religion the Government of the
United States has nothing to do. These
Mormons have the right to believe as
they please, and worship after their own
fashion, so long ss they break no law of
the State.

“On this issueof polygamy comes the
separation in that body, the Utah branch
making plurality of wives the corner
stone of their institutions, the Reorgan.
ized Branch making opposition to polyg-

. amy the testing principle of theirs.
The last has- already 20,000 members,
many of them in Utah, forming the nu-
cleus of 4n organized power within the
Church, and this appointment would
strengthen the hands of the opponents
of polygamy, and enable them to fight
it out within the Church, and when that
one question is settled, our Government
has no further call to interfere.
“Joseph Smith has all the qualities
necessary to make a- Governor of that

Territory. He is a calm, able, conscien-

tious man, of most excellent habits, men-
tal and physical. He is a loyal ecitizen,

a leader in all moral reforms, and in

that postition would win the confidence
of the government he represented on the
one hand, and the people he governed
on the other. Joseph Smith as Gov-
ernor of Utah would solve the problem
of polygamy.”
———— Pt @
Unfaithful citizens can not be faithful

Christians. “He who maintains his coun-
try’s laws alone is great.”

THE GOSPEL.

THE plan, and the only plan by which
man ever was, is, or ever will be saved;
a series of articles published in the
Times and Seasons, in 1840—41, under
the immediate notice of Joseph the Seer.
These articles are now of value as show- -
ing the views of the Seer and his fel-
lows as to the all-sufficiency of the
gospel as the means of salvation, and the
only means of salvation to all people and
in all ages of the world.

At this time, when the Reorganized
Church, with “Joseph the 3d” as its
President, is seeking to “set the house
of God in order,” and call the wandering,
blinded Latter Day Saints back to
Christ—to ‘“‘the old paths”’—these
articles are of great value; for they are
as the voice of the ‘“‘choice Seer” to
them calling them away from the ruin- -
ous leadership of false shepherds, bid-
ding them trust alone in Christ and his
all-powerful gospel for their full salva-
tion. We ask for them a careful, pray-
erful perusal. '

Whatever difference may exist in the
world about the scheme of eternal life,
and -the duties enjoined upon the human
family to prepare them for its enjoyment,
all, we believe, who acknowledge the
truth of the Bible, agree in this, that
the ancient apostles, commissioned by
the Savior, were fully authorized to
procluim the gospel, and to make known
the will of God to man; and that the
things which were taught by them were
correct; and the gospel which they
preached was God’s only scheme of life,
and that adding to it, or taking from it,
deprived mankind of the benefits result-
ing therefrom, and tended to disarm the
plan of eternal life of its powers.

We believe that it is universally ad-
mitted by all believers in revelation,
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that no persons could- receive into their
hearts, the things taught by these men,
and practice the duties they required,
without obtaining the promises made by
them; for if this were not the cage, it
would be worse than folly to hold them
up to view as messengers sent of God to
bless the nations.

The point of light in which these
apostles are held up to view in the serip-
tures is, that the gospel which they
preached was the only gospel, acknowl-
edged of God, and the proclamation
which they proclaimed, the enly one
that men were authorized to receive, and
the promises which they made, were to
be as certainly enjoyed, as ever men put
themselves in a situation to receive them,
by obeying the instruecions which they
gave them. For thougin religion in
some form was prevailing in every part
of the civilized world in the days of the
Savior and his apostles, atill they pre-
sented themselves to the world as the
only persons who were capable of en-
lightening the minds of ‘men, and of
bringing them into an acquaintance
with the true faith, and of introducing

them into the family of the Most High,

having (as they said) authority from
Grod to do this work, and that a dispen-
sation of the gospel was committed to
them- for this purpose.

The professed object of their apostolic
mission was, that men might be saved;
this their commission clearly sets forth.
“He that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved; but he that believeth mnot
shall be damned.” From this it is plain,

_that whatever might have been the
amount of religion in their day, there
-was not a sufficiency of rightousness on
earth to save one man, only as it was
restored to . the world through the
Savior and his apostles, nor was it possi-

ble for one single creature in all the
world to be saved unless they put them-
gselves under their guidance; for they
were to go into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature; (so that

every creature in all the world, had to °

be taught by them, and receive the
gospel which they preached, or else
they must be dammned;) for they who
believed mot should be damned. This
was certainly placing their commission
in an important point of light: and their
own teachings were in perfeet consistency
with their commission.

Paul says, when wrising to .he Gal.
atians, first chapter, 8 and 9 verses:—
“But though we, or an angel from
heaven preach any other gospel unto

‘you than chat which we have preached
-unto you, let. him be accursed. As we

said before, so say 1 wow again, if any

‘man preach any other gospel unto you
than thar ye have received, let him be =

aceursed.”” In all their teachings they
held themselves up to view ag the only
teachers of righteousness which were K
approved of God in the world, and thac o
their mission was uot necessary only for
the salvation of a part of the world, bus
all of it; yea every creature in it.~ Tt
mattered not what progréss the world
bad made in the knowledge of other
things : in the knowledge of the science
of salvation, they had resrograded, until
there were none doin : good, no not vne. -
And unless God had. sent the apostles,
or others authorized as they were, the
world must have perished: every crea-
ture in it must have been damned: for
they were to go into all the world,
and preach the goepel to every creature,
he, (that is, every creature) that believ-
ed and was baptized, should be saved;
but he, (that is, every creature) that be-
lieved not, should be damned. Had
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there been one creature in all the
world who was in a state of salvation, cr
could have attained that state without
the apostles, this commission would not

~ have been correct, that is, that every

creature in all the world who did fot
believe them and be baptized by their
direction should be damned.

Nothing can make the apostles’ com-
mission true, but the fact, that no crea-
ture in all the world could be saved
without their being brought into favor
with God through. their ministry.

The Savior, through the whole course
of his ministry in the flesh, made it one
of the principal items of teachings to
make it clearly manifest to the religious
Jews, that they had departed from the
principles delivered unto them through
the messengers whom God had ipspired
to make known his will to men. He
did not reprove the Jews for adhering
to the law, but because they had cor-
rupted it, and made it void by their
traditions. For neither the law nor the
prophets, made hypocrites, blind guides,
a generation of vipers; but a eorruption
of one, and a perversion of the other
did—they made both. Neither was the
law nor the prophets againss the promises
of God, nor yet a hindrance to any. per-
son- coming into the kingdom of God;
but a perversion and a corruption of
thews were against tl.e promises of God,
and a barrier to men entering into the
kingdom of heaven.

The Jews were not to blame for ad-
hering to both the law and the prophets,
but for eorrupting one and perverting
" the other, through whieh corruption and
perversion, they ceased to Felieve either
Moses or the prophets; for had they be-
lieved them they would have believed
the Savior also; for they wrote of him.
Had the leaders of the Jews never cor-

rupted the law nor perverted the proph-
ets, they would never have been over-
thrown; for they would have received
their Messiah when he came, and have
escaped ‘‘the wrath to come.” But in
consequende of their having corrupted
the Jaw, and perverted the prophets,
they would neither enter the kingdom
of God themselves nor let those who
were entering go in; for which the
Savior upbraids them. Not that they
worshiped God according to the law,
but according to their own traditions, by
which they had made void the law, and
rendered it of none effect: teaching for
doctrines the commandments of men.
Mark 7:5-15. Matt. 15:2-10

Every person in every degree acquaint-
ed with the Jewish history, as written
in the seriptures, knows that God, pre-
vious to the days of the Savior’s coming
in the flesh, was withdrawing from that
people, and that he continued to do so
until they were abandoned fo destruection.

But God never withdraws from a
people for adhering to the order of
things he established among them; for °
while they all adhere to him he cleaves
to them. Had the Jews, in truth and
verity, continued to observe the law as
Grod delivered it unto them, and to have
believed the prophets who were sent
unto them, God would have continued
with them, and they would have known
their Messiah when he came, and have
entered into his kingdom and have found
rest, and continued the people of God,
even the favorites of heaven, uuntil this
day. But instead of their doing so,
they changed their temple from being a
house of prayer, to be a house of mer-
chandise, and a den of thieves. Mat-
thew 21:12, 13. Mark 11:15-17.
Luke 19:45, 46. They made void the .
law by their traditions; and stoned the
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prophets that were sent unto them.
Matt 23:37. Whatever was saving in
their institutions they rejected, and de-
filed, until destruction came on them to
the very uttermost. This was their
situation when the Savior came among
them, and such their condition when he'
commiesioned the apostles to go and
preach the gospel to them; and not to
them only, but to every creature in all
the world also.

The apostle Paul in the epistle to the
Romans, gives us a minute description
of both the Gentiles and the Jews in
his day; in the 1st chapter commencing
with the 20th verse, he thus describes the
state of the Gentiles, “Because when
they knew God, they glorified him not
as God, neither were thankful; but
became vain in their imaginations, and
their foolish heart was darkened. Pro-
fessing themselves to be wise they be-
came fools, and changed the glory of
the incorruptible God into an image
made like to corruptible man, and to
birds, and four footed beasts, and creep-
ing things. Wherefore God also gave
them up to uncleanness, through the
lust of their own hearts to dishonor
their own bodies between themselves:
who changed the truth of God into a lie,
and worshiped and served the creature
more than the Creator, who is blessed
forever. Amen” The apostle con-
tinues his description of the Gentiles to
the close of the chapter, which the read-
er may examine at his leisure, and he
will see that the picture is one of no
very pleasing character.

From the deseription here given of
the Gentiles, we learn this fact, that the
Gentiles. had previously known God;
for when they knew God, says the
apostle, they worshiped him not as God,

&o. This is evidence positive, that the

Gentiles had turned away from the

knowledge of God, and were apostates
from the truth.
In the 3d chap. of this same epistle,
he gives a description of the Jews also,
commencing with the 9th verse to the
close of the 18th, we have the following
description. “What then? are we bet-
ter than they? No, in no wise: for we
have before proved both Jews and Gen-
tiles, that they are all under sin, as it is -
written. There is none righteous, no
not one. There is none that under-
standeth, there is none that seeketh after
God. They are all gone out of the way, *
they are together become unprofitable; -
there is none that doeth good, no not one.
Their throat is an open sepulchre; with '
their tongnes they have used deceit;
the poison of asps is under their lips;
whose mouth is full of cursing and bit-
terness. Their feet are swift to shed -
blood. Destruction and misery are in
their ways: and the way of peace have
they not known. There is no fear of
@od before their eyes.” [n the 19th
verse he says, “Now we know, that
what things soever the law saith, it
saith to them who are under the law,
that every mouth may be stopped, and
all the world may become guilty before
God.” In so saying the apostle gives
his readers- to understand that the pre-
ceding quotations, taken from the
Psalms, were applicable to the Jews and
to the Jews only; for they were the per-
gons to whom the law was given, and
they, and they only were under the law.
“Now what things scever the law saith,
it saith to them that are under the law.”
So the apostles make a direct application
of what he here said to the Jews, as
they were the people, and the only peo-
ple, who were under the law. ;
Such is the light in which God view.
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ed the world, both Jew and Gentile,
when he sent the apostles among them
to bring them back to the principles of
righteousness, from whence they had
strayed; for God considered them all,
not only under sin, but in a state of
apostacy also.

Let the world have made what ad-
vances it might in literature, science or
philosophy, in relation to eternal life—
their case was deplorable; for instead
of their being in a situation to be saved,
they were in & situation to be destroyed:
instead of being redeemed, they were in
a situation to be condemned; for so far
had the whole world, both Jew and
Gentile, apostatized from the living God,
that there was not asufficiency of right-
eousness. to save one creature in all the
world. '

Whatever improvement, therefore, the
Jews or the Gentiles might have made
in worldly matters, they were in a situ-
ation in which they could make mno
advances towards eternal life, only by
receiving the apostles, and submitting
themselves to their guidance and direc-
tion; however humiliating this might
have been to them. But so it was, that
to the fishermen of Galilee they must
come, and to them they must submit,
or else they must be damnped.

So closely does the God of heaven
adhere to. his plan of saving men, that
nothing will be admitted as a substitute
for his ordinances and institutions, no
services but those of his own appoint-
ment will tend in the least degree -to
save men. The Jews might lay heavy
burdens on each others’ shoulders, sub.
jeot themselves to many privasions,
make many prayers, and pay tithes of all
they possessed, bus when done, it would
leave them short of eternal life! To the
fishermen of Gralilee they must go, or be

saved they could not. The Gentilgs
might lacerate their bodies, offer their
children in sacrifice, or subject them-
selves to the severest scourgings, buffet-
ings, or buraings; they might form
books of morals, codes of laws, systems
of government, or modes of worship, but
all in vain, it would not give them eter-
nal life, nor could they by any means
obtain the salvation of God, only through
and by the fishermen of Galilee; for
their commission was to every creature
in all the world, and he who did not
believe them, should be damned; for
there was no other gospel; no other
scheme of things, nor no other form of
worship, that had eternal life as their
reward, but the gospel proclaimed by
the apostles, and the forms of worship
taught by them.

These apostles, however, did not pre-
tend that God never had, at any former
period of the world, any messengers,
who had been authorized to bring men
into a state of salvation, and to pro-
claim the gospel to the world; but on
the,contrary, Paul says in 3d chapter of
the epistle to the Galatians, and 9th
verse, that the gospel had been preach-
ed unto Abraham. He says thus:
“And the seriptures, foreseeing that God
would justify the heathen through faith
preached before the gospel unto Abra-
ham, saying, in thee, shall all nations be
blessed.” Observe that he says that the
gospel was proached unmto Abraham.
But in the 1st chap. of the epistle to the
Ephesians, the apostle shows that the
gospel was of a much earlier date than
the days of Abraham: that it was be-
fore time being devised in eternity,
before the foundation of the world.
See the 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th verses.
“Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
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with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ; according as he hath
chosen us in him before the foundation
of the world, that we should be hoely and
without blame before him in love: hav-
ing predestinated us unto the adoption
of children by Jesus Christ in himself,
according to the good pleasure of his
will, to the praise of the glory of his
grace, wherein he hath made us accept-
ed in the Beloved.” ,

In the 11th verse he says: “in whom
also we have obtained an inheritance,
being predestinated according to the-
purpose of him who worketh all things
after the counsel of his own will.”

We learn the following things from
the above saying of the apostle. That
the scheme of things by which he and |
‘$he Saints at Ephesus were saved was
devised in eternity before the founda-
tion of the world. - “According as he
hath chosen us in him [Christ] before
the foundation of the world.”

2d. That they were to be the children
of God, through adoption by Jesus Christ.
“Having = predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
himself.”

3d. And all this according to his own
purpose or scheme of things, (for what
is a man’s purpose but his scheme of
things,) by which he works all things

_after the council of his own will? That
is the same as to say, that the plan of
life and salvation which is called in the
scriptures the gospel, was heaven’s own
scheme or purpose, and that scheme
was before the world was; and that
before God created man he purposed in
himself that mankind should become
“his sons through adoption, by Jesus
Christ, and in no other way.
If the apostle, in the foregoing say-

ings, teaches anything, it is that the

gospel, or scheme of life and salvation
which is the same, was from before the
beginning, and that from the ereation of
the world, God had but the one way of
saving men; and that all who were
saved, were to be saved in the same
way; and this Ged had decreed, pur-
posed, and predestinated, and by this
eternal scheme of things were accom-
plished according to the will of God,
and this decree, will, and purpose, was
before the foundation of the world.

Now let the truth of what the apostle.
here says be admitted and the result is,
that that same scheme of things by
which the Ephesians were saved, was
the same by which all others who are .
to be redeemed were saved. And if the
same scheme of things, then the same
ordinances were obeyed by all: for if
Paul administered ordinances, that were
not administered to all who are to be:
redeemed, then they were not saved by
the same plan of salvation; for where
there is a difference it matters not how
small the difference is, the things thus
differing are not the same, and it follows
of necessity that if Paul baptized for the
remission of sins, all others who are
saved must have been baptized also for
the same purpose, or else 'they were not
all saved by the same gospel or plan of
salvation: and if the plan of salvation
taught by Paul required men to be born
of the water, and the spirit, in order
that they might enter into the kingdom
¢f heaven, so the same must have been
required of all since the foundation of
the world; or the plan of salvation has
not been the same, and'.if so;, Paul’s

testimony is not true.
Joseph Smith, in “Times and Seasons.”

Thogs who will not honor and obey the
laws of the country where they reside,
should leave that country for the country’s
good. :
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RECENT ORIGIN OF MORMON
POLYGAMY.

Berow will be found extracts from
statements made to an Infer . cean
reporter, by Gen. H. B. Clawson, of
Salt Lake City, and copied into the
Salt Lake Daily Herald of February
1st, 1882. Tt should be borne in mind
that Mr. Clawson is a well posted Utah
Mormon, was the favorite son-in-law of
the late Brigham Young, was a residens
of Nauvoo at the time the Mormons were
driven from there, has been with the
Utah Mormons from that time forward,
was thoroughly in the confidence of B.
Young and the leading men of the Utah
Church, is now one of the chief men of
that church, and is, therefore, well
qualified to give correct information in
the matters presented im the interview.

The ADVOCATE has long sought to
prove to ali; that polygamy was not only
not a doctrine of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter Day Saints up to 1844,

fourteen years and more after its organ-
ization, but algo that the Brighamite
leaders denied and denounced it up to
Aungust 29¢h, 1852, the time when the

bogus revelation which commands it,

was first introduced and proclaimed to
the Utah Mormons. And now comes
Gen. Clawson, who speaks right to the
point, confirming the fact of the recent
date of Mormon polygamy. Hear him:

“Mr. Colfax said in a sort of boasting 7

way, [in his late speech at Chicago in
the anti-polygamy meeting —Ed ], that
they drove them [the Mormons.—Ed.] out
of the State of Illinois I would have
told them that page of their history
would - ever have a shadow over it.
There were thousands of those driven
out who laid their bones on the plains
between their old homes and the valley
of Salt Lake. Polygamy at that time

was unknown among those of the Mor-
mon faith. It was not, therefore, the
practice of polygamy that caused them
to be driven jfrom Illinois in the most
bitter season of the year.”

We have italicised that to which we
call especial attention, and the reader
will disecover that if the testimony is
valid, then polygamy was no part of the
“fajth” or “practice” of the Utabh Mor-
mon Church (whatever may have been
the case with individuals) up to 1847.

This is valuable testimony, but it is
not all in yet.

To the question, “When was the doc-
trine of polygamy first promulgated
among the Mormons ?”

“Mr. Clawson replies: “The doctrine
of polygamy was not. promulgated until
they got to Solé Lake; not, in fact, unsil
some-little time after they arrived there.”

This is good, though it comes at'a
late day, and at a time when the indig-
nation of God and man is about ¢o be
visited upon what is pronounced by the
Book. of Mormon to be both “abomin-
able,” and a “erime.” It is good
evidence, in the fact that it is substan:
tially true, and in the further fact that
it is from H. B. Clawson, a represent-
ative Utah Mormon, and is endorsed
and published by a leading Utah Mor-
mon paper.

e
—

CONGRESS AND POLYGAMY,

In Salt Like City, August 29th, 1852,
when the bogus polygamy revelation
was first publicly introduced, and the
curse of polygamy first fastened wpon
the Utah Church by its despotic lead-
ers ina public way, Brigham Young
said: “The principle spoken upon by
Bro. Pratt, this morning, [Polygamy.—
Ed.], we believe in. And I tell yon—

e
N

| for I’know it—it will sail over and
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ride triumphantly above all prejudice
and priesteraft of the day; it will be
fostered and believed in by .the more
intelligent portions of the world, as one
_of the best doctrines ever proclaimed to
any people. Your hearts need not
beat; you need not think that a mob is
coming here to tread upon the sacred
liberty which the Constitution of our
country guarantees unto us, for it will
not be.”—Mill. Star, Sup. vol. 15, p.
31. |

An answer to this audacious folly is
found in the following bill, which. is

likely to become a law ere this reaches.

the reader, and which passed the Senate
“by a viva voce vote, in which no nega-
tive responses were heard.”

The Chicago Times says of it,—

The anti-polygamy bill goes on its way

through Congress with much more celerity
than was anticipated by the people of this
country. It has been so customary for
presidents and congresses to bewail polyg-
amy in a general way, and to do nothing
“"about it, that the people” were skeptical
about the results of the threats made at
the beginning of the session. But the bill
which promises to put the government of
Utah into the hands of monogamists, dis-
franchising polygamists for the purpose,
has gone through the Senate, supported
heartily by members of both parties, and
now goes to the House, where half a dozen
measures for destroying the ¢twin relic”
have been introduced, and where the bill
“ prepared by the judiciary committee of the
Senate is expected to receive as strong and
prompt support as it has received in the
chamber where it originated.”

Can not the Utah Mormons see
that Brigham Young had only the
inspiration of lust, of falsehood, and of
gpiritual blindress to lead him?

Here is the bill; read it, and let

heavenly wisdom direct.
Be it enacted, etc., That section 5,352 of
the Revised Statutes of the United States

be and the same is hereby amended so as to-
rend as follows,—namely: ¢Every person
who has a husband or wife living who, in &
territory or other place over which the
United States have exclusive jurisdiction,”
hereafter marries another, whether married
or single, and any man who hereafter sim-
ultaneously, or on the same day, marries
more than one woman, in a territory or
other place over which the United States
have exclusive jurisdiction, is guilty of
polygamy, and shall be punished by fine of
not more than $500 and by imprisonment’
for a term of not more than five years, but
this section shall not extend to any person
by reason of any former marriage whose
husband or wife by such marriage shall
have been absent for five successive years
and ig not known to such person to be liv-
ing, and is believed by such person to be
dead, nor to-any person by reason of any
former marriage which shall have been

dissolved by valid decree of a competent

court, nor to any person by reason of our
former marriage which shall have been
pronounced void by valid decree of a com-
petent court, on the ground of nulity of the
marriage contract.”

Sec. 2 That the foregoing - provisions
shall not affect the prosecution or punish-
ment of any offense already committed
against the section amended by the first
section of this act.

8eEc 8 That if any male person, in a
territory or other place over which the
United States have seclusive jurisdiction,
hereafter cohabits with more than one
woman, be shall be deemed guilty of a mis-
demeanor, and onr conviction thereof shall
be punished by a fine of not more than $300
or by imprisonment for not more than six
months, or by both said punishments, in -
the discretion of the court.

Sec. 4. That counts for any or all of the
offenses named in sections 1 and 2 of this
act may be joined in the same information”
or indietment.

8sc. 5. That in any prosecution for big-
amy, polygamy, or unlawful cohabitation
under any statute of the United States, it
shall be sufficient cause of challenge to any
person drawn or summoned. as juryman or
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talesman, first, that he is ot has been living
in the practice of bigamy, polygamy, or
unlawful cohabitation with ‘more than one
woman, or that he is or has been guilty of
an offense punishable by either of the fore-
going sections or by section 5,352 of the
Revised Statutes of the United States, of
the act of July 1, 1862, entitled ‘An act to
punish and prevent the practice of polygamy
in the territories of the United States, and
other places, and disapproving and annull-
ing certain acts of the legislative assembly
of the territory of Utah;” or, second, that
he believes it right for a man to have more
thap one living and undivorced wife at the
same time, or live in the practice of cohabi-
ting with more tham one womsn; and any
person appearing or offered as juror or
talesman and challenged on either of the
foregoing grounds may be questioned on
his oath as to the existence of any such
cause of challenge, and other evidence may
be introduced bearing upon the question
raised by such challenge; and this question
shall be tried by the court; but, as to the
first ground of challenge before mentioned,
the person challenged shall not be bound to
answer, if he shall say upon his oath that
he declines on the ground that his answer
may tend to criminate himself; and if he
shall answer as to said first ground, his
answer shall not be given in evidence in
any criminal prosecution against bim for
any offense named in section 1 or 8 of this
" act, but, if he declines to apswer on any
other ground, he shall be rejected as in-
competent. '

Src. 6. That the presidemt is hereby
authorized to grant amnesty to such clarses
of offenders guilty of bigamy, polygamy,
or un]awfnlvcohabit,émtion, before the passage
of this act, on such conditions and under
such limitations as he shall think proper;
but no such amnesty shall have effect unless
the conditions thereof shall be complied
with : ’

Sgc 7. That issue of bigamous or polyg-
amous marriages, known as Mormon mar-
riages, in cases in which such marriages
have been solemnized according to the
ceremonies of the Mormon sect, in any
tervitory of the United States, and such

issue shall’ have been born before the 1st
day of January, Anno Domini 1883, are
hereby legitimated.

Sec. 8. That no polygamist, bigamist, of
any person cohabiting with more than one
woman, and no woman cohabiting with any
of the persons described as aforesaid in
this section, in any territory or other place
over whilch the United States have exclusive
jurisdiction, shafl be entitled to vote at
any election held in any such territory or
other place, or be eligible for election or
appointment tobe entitled to hold any office .

“or place of public trust, honor, or emolu-
ment in, under, or for any such territory
or place, or under the United States.

Sec. 9. That all registration and election
officers of every deseription in the territory
of Utah are hereby declared vacant, and
each and every duty relating to the regis-
tration of voters, the conduect of elections,
the receiving or rejection of votes, and the
canvassing and returning of the same, and
the issuing of certificates or other evidence
of election in said territory, shall, until
other provision be made by the legislative
assembly of said territory as is hereinafter
by this section provided, be performed un-
der existing laws of the United States and
of said territory, by the proper persons
who shall be appointed to execute such
offices and perform such duties by a board
of five persous, to beappointed by the Pres-
ident, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate, not more of whom than three
shall be members of one political party,
and a majority of whom shall be a quorum.
The members of said board so appointed by
the President shall each receive a salary at
the rate of $3,000 per annum, and shall
continue in office until the legislative assem-
bly of said territory shall make provision
for filling said offices as herein authorized.
The secretary of the territory shall be the
secretary of said board, and keep the journal
of its proceedings and attestations of said
board under this section. The canvass and
return of all votes at elections in said ter-
ritory for members of the legislative assem.
bly thereof shall also be returned to said
board, which shall canvass all such returans

and issue certificates of election to those
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persons who, being eligible for such elec-
tion, shall appear to have been lawfully
elected, which certificates shall be the only
evidence of the right of such persons to sit
in such assembly; provided said board of
five persons shall not exclude any person
otherwise eligible to vote from the polls on
account of any opinion such persoms may
entertain on the subject of bigamy and
polygamy, nor shall they refuse to count
any such vote on account of the opinion of
the person casting it on the subject of big-

amy or polygamy; but each house of such |

assembly, after its organimﬂion, shall have

power to decide upon the election and qual-

ifications of its members, and at or after
the first meeting of eaid legislative assembly
whose members shall have been elgeted and
returned according to the provisighs of this:
act, said legislative assembly may make
such laws, conformable to the organic act
of said territory, and not inconsistent with
other laws of the United States, as it shall
deem proper, concérning the filling of offices
in said territory declared vacant by this
act. :
. B S i M
MORMONISM.
DR. JOEN HALL’S VIEWS ON THE SUBJEOT,

THE DANGERS AND NECESSITIES OF THE
SITUATION.

Nrw Yorgk, Feb. 6.—[Special.]—
Dr. John Hall, who has made a study
of Mormonism and polygamy in Utah,
gays with regard to remedial measures:
“I am in favor of immediate legislation.
I would not have any unnecessarily
harsh measures. We are too great a
people, too powerful, too pronounced in
our attachment to the present family
system, to be in any great danger of
contagion from Mormon pelygamy.
Bad as it is, it is a small affair relatively,
too small to justity a panie; too small
certainly to justify cruelty. Let us be
firm, but magnanimous. We should
legislate for the future, not for the past.
Polygamic relations have been contract-
ed in good faith; there are children by
these - marriages. In any legislation

these mothers and children must be
cared for. We can not legislate these
mothers and ‘children out of existence,
not can we legislate them out of their
rights. They must be provided for;
they must be supported.” It might be
cruel to disfranchise every existing
polygamist. It would not be cruel to
fix a date beyond which entrance into -
polygamous relations would involve dis-
franchisement, total and complete. It
is possible that disfranchisement of
existing polygamists may become a2
necessity, but I have great faith in
justice and fair play, and while I am
anxious to see the question taken up at
once and earnestly, I should like above
all things to see our legislators rise to
the dignity of tbe occasion. To stimu-
late the activity of Congress the public
mind must be kept warm on the subject;

but the publi¢ mind must not be fanned
into a flame. Wisdom as well as force
is necessary. Whatever is done, let it
be done decently and in order.”

THE FAMILY OF JOSEPH
THE SEER.
Is it not significant that none of Jopeph
the Seer’s immediate family ever united
with the Brighamite Mormons?

His widow, and her four soms, his
three sisters, and his only surviving
brother, William—all of them protest-
ed against the usurpasions of Brigham
Young and his fellows ; as did also Moth-
er Lucy Smith, the mother of the Seer.

When Alexander and David, and
lastly “Young Joseph” went to Utah to
preach “the gospel of peace,” and to
preach against polygamy and its kind- -
red «evils, they were treated with neg-
lect and contempt by many. “The
mills of the gods” are grinding; Utah
Mormonism is in the hopper, and will
be ground “exceeding fine.”
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PERSECUTION.

Tae Utah Church leaders have persist-
ently pointed to their pérsecutions, real
and fictitious, as most conclusive evi-
dence that they and their followers were
pre-eminently the children of God, and
very holy. This has been so constantly
thrust into notice from the pulpit, the
press, at the fireside, and in all the
“walks of life, that the zealous Utah
Mormon is confirmed in the idea that
to be a good Saint they must be perse-
cuted, and that if they are worthy in
the sight of Glod they will be persecuted
bitterly, and constantly. This may
explain why the old wounds, from first
to last, are torn open afresh and dis.
played in sermons, lectures, and news-
paper paragraphs; and why many that
never did exist are made to serve in
firing the Mormon heart into a flame of
hatred and detestation against real and
pretended “enemies.”

While it is true that “all that will
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution,” it is also seripturally true
that ““Great peace have they which love
thy law, and nothing shall offend them.”
—Ps. 119:165.

The God of the Saints is “The very
God of peace.” (1 Thes. 5:23). “The
kingdom of God * * * ig peace.”
(Rom. 14:17). “The fruit of the
Spirit is peace.” (Gal 5:22). “God
isthe author of pesce.” (1 Cor. 14:23).
Christ is “The Prince of Peace.” His
is “The gospel of peace.” (Eph.6:15).
And “When a man’s ways please the
Lord, he maketh even his enemies to
be at peace with him.” (Prov. 16:7).
By this latter quotation,.vhe truth of
which is attested by all history in the
Bible, Book of Mormon, and in the
Church of the Latter Day Saints, we
learn thas it is the will of God: that hig

Saints shall live in peace with all men,
and that they shall have peace if their
“ways please the Lord.”

In the light of these facts we can
appreciate the promise made in the
Doctrine and Covenants, June 22d,
1834.

“And let all my people who dwell in the
regious round about, be very faithful, and
prayerful, and humble before me, and
reveal not the things which I have revealed
unto them, until it is wisdom in me that
they should be revealed. Talk not judgment,
neither boast of faith, nor of mighty works;
but carefully gather together, as muck in one
region as can be consistently with the feel-
ings of the people; and behold, I will give ~
unto you favor and grace in their eyes,
that you may rest in peace and safety,
while you are saying unto the people,
execute judgment and justice for us accord-
ing to law, and redress us of our wrongs.
Now, behold, I say unto you, my friends,
in this way you may find favor ‘in the eyes
of the people, until the army of Israel
becomes very great.”

‘Nov\vﬁ, if we turn and read the revel-

.ation in Doctrine and Covenants, given

August 2d, 1833, we may learn the
capses of much of the persecution that
has come upon the Latter Day Saints.
It says: “Bus if she [Zion] observe not
to do whatsoever I have commanded
her, T will visit her according to all her
works, with sore affliction, with pesti-
lence, with plauge, with sword, with
vengeance, with devouring fire.”

The Saints “did not keep the said
commandments, and great tribalation
came upon them, of which the Lord
said four and a half months after, “I,
the Lord, have suffered the affliction to
come upon them, wherewith they have

:heen afflicted, in consequence of their

transgressions. * * * Behold, 1 say

;unto you, there were jarrings and con-

tentions, and scourgings, and strifes,
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and lustful and covetous desires among
them; therefore by these things they
polluted there inheritances.”  Here,
then, are the real causes of their then
persecutions and afflictions.

In 1841 the Lord said to the Saints
at Nauvoo, “And if my people will
hearken unto my voice, and unto the
voice of my servants whom I have
appointed to lead my people, behold,
verily I say unto you, they shall not be
moved out of their place.” Here it
should be noticed that to hearken to
the Lord’s “voice” (commandments)
. wag of first importance; and to heark-
en to the counsel of the chief leaders
was' only a secondary consideration.
But the Saints were driven out of Nau-
voo, and we must conclude they failed
to keep the commandments of God, and
that this was the real cause of it.

In this same connection the Lord said
to them if they failed to keep his com-
mandments that, “Instead of blessings,
ye, by your own works, bring cursings,
wrath, indignation, and judgments upon
your own heads, by your own follies,
and by all your abominations, [Polyg-
amy is an abomination. See Jacob, 2.
Ed.] which you practice before me,
saith the Lord.”

By the foregoing it is seen that

whatever of persecution overtook the
Saints at Nauvoo, it was very largely
at least, the direct fruit of their “own
works,” instead of God’s work. They
failed to hearken to the Lord’s “veice,”
which is his written, authorized word.
The Lord had said to the Saints, March
8th, 1833, “I, the Lord, will contend
with Zion, and plead with her strong
ones, and chasten her until she over-
comes and is clean before me.” Doc.
and Cov.

By  this we learn that the ‘strong

ones” of Zion were at fault, and by-
reason of this, chastizement came. Of
similar import is the following, glven
July 23d, 1837.

«And pray for thy brethren of the twelve.
Admonish them .sharply for my name’s
sake, and let them be admonished for all
their sins; and be ye faithful before me
unto my name. And after their tempta-
tions, and muech tribulations, behold, I, the
Lord, will feel after them; and if they
harden not their hearts, and stiffen not
their necks against me, they shall be con-
verted, and I will heal them.”

All this goes to show that Zion’s
“strong ones,” and “the Twelve,” were
not guiltless before the Lord, and that
because: of their wrong doing, chasten-
ings and “mu.h tribulation” would
come.

Persecution and affliction often, but
not always, comes by reason of sin; as
pain is often, but not always, the fruit
of violated law. v

The Lord said to the persecuted Saints,
February'24th, 1834, “But inasmuch as
they keep not my commandments, and
hearken not to observe all my words, the
kingdoms of the world shall prevail
against them. For they were set to be
a light unto the world, [Does secret
endowments fulfil this purpose ’—Ed ],
and to be the saviors of men; and inas-
much as they are not the saviors of
men, they are as salt that has lost its
gavor, and is thenceforth good for
nothing but to be cast out and trodden
under foot of men.””  Doc. and Cov. 101.

Now, when the Utah leaders complain
of being persecuted, afflicted, and driv-
en out, they thereby, in the light of
God’s word, eonfess that themselves are
in error and transgression before God.
And when they, and those who follow
them, fear and tremble because of im-
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pending tribulations at band, they may
well conclude that their ways do not
“please the Lord,” and that the uplifted
rod, and the “outstetched arm,” means
that there is great evil among themj for
which they are to be punished (See
Lev. 26). :

Peter says, “Let none of you suffer
as s murderer, or as a thief, or as an
evil doer,” by which we may learn that
guffering affiction is sometimes the re-
sult of the Saints’ wickedness, and not
of their righteousness.

Then let this howling about persecu-
tion, past, present, and futuare, be stop-
ped until the real causes thereof are
learned; for those who so constantly
parade their troubles will most likely be
found to be reaping ‘“what they have
sown.” ) o

It is high time the Utah Mormons
learned whether they were following
the plain word of God, or were giving
heed to the counsels of men; and as to
whether they uphold false teachers and
evil doers, or not. If they follow “blind
guides,” support. false ‘principles, and
uphold error and evil, they must suffer.

J. W. COWARD'S LETTER
THE subjoined letter from Hlder J. W.

Coward, will be read with deep interest

by many of our readers who knew him
personally, or by curreat report, when
in England, St. Louis, or Utah. His
is the oft repeated tale of betrayed trust,
disappointed bopes, and all through the
doings of a rejected and fallen priest.
hood.- Read and pass it around for the
good of others :—

BrorrER Brair; Dear Sir:—1 joined the
Church under Orson Pratt, at Liverpool, in
1849, and in 1852 laid down my mercantile
business at Liverpool, as & child, being sat-
isfied regarding the work, and supposing

as taught, God would cause that the men
he had once appointed to keep right for the
leading of the work, and I opened my
pocket, and scattered gold to the extent of
many hundreds of pounds, for missions,
and gathering, temple fund, indeed every
fund that was established prior to, and in
1852. Then John Taylor applied for funds
to get machinery to establish a sugar fac-
tory in Utah, and I supplied £1,000. An-
other old man, Joseph Russel, a ship-build-
er, Monmaschee, Canada, who lived at Liv-
erpool, supplied £9,000, making £10,000,
the sum needed to carry out this matter. 1
believe we spent about £4,800 over the
machinery at Liverpool, and the balance
went in getting it to Salt Lake in John
Taylor’s hands and direetion; and all I
ever knew further about it was that all was
said to be expended, and the machinery
failed to reach within two hundred miles of
Salt Lake City, and there lay for two years
or 8o, and then was fetched in by Brigham,
end he never accounted to me in regard of
same. Old man Russel was heart broken.
I still followed the teaching that all was
right; we had to be tried, and become pas-
sively obedient to the priesthood. I went
the following Spring (I think it was) to St.
Louis, and there joined Horace Eldridge in
the Presidency of that Branch for one year,
and went again to Utah, and followed coun-
sel, (but troubled), and after a year or
more I got a mission to England, and Aere
am I. There was a number at that time
time looking for Joseph or David coming
to Utah, and a great change; so I rested in
this land here, hoping for the day, but nev-
er made-known my doubts, until after Bro.
Forscutt was coming home from here, and
I just began to hear of Josoph having began
to teach and denocunce the abomination
and so-called endowment, all of which had
gorely troubled me. I felt as another man
after this, and regardless of my ¢‘throat,”
declared the position, after entering as a
child, and I soon knew that I had been with
men without authority, they having been
rejected, and richly I have enjoyed the gift
of heaven, and my God has shewn me much
that I was ignorant of, and He fills me when
I stand up to address members, or individ-
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uals, rich or poor.. Many of those with
you that were at Utah thirty years ago, will
remember me, and to all I say, “Cast off
~ the stained clothing, and put on the New
Garment after Joseph’s pattern, that you
may become what we hoped for when we
started for Utah. I know that many came
there tempted, by the hope of a very
improved condition, in temporal things,
and full of  darkness concerning church
matters, and without appetite; yet God has
many in Utah who went ag'I did, and had
been caused {0 err, through the dostrines of
a fallen priesthood; but God will yet bring
them to know their position, and follow the
teachings of the great God, both through
Joseph that has left us, and Young Joseph
whom God has appointed to continue with
us. I have got the word before many here,
bota rich -and poor. Some will own that I
give the gospel 50°as none else give, and in
part confess I make the position appear
that all have been darkened; and yet they
can not yield to come in. These are the
poor chiefly, but a few rich. They hope I
am astray, yet they say they fear there is a
something hanging over us. There are
many here who will lay hold after God
shows his power in judgments, that wilk.not
come in solong-as peace continues. I can
oply write imperfectly; my hand shakes
much. Tam in my sixty-seventh year, and
have never been led to-cease declaring the
work being of God. I feel great interest
in Utah matters, and wish well for all who
desire to do right.

May God bless you with all your helps,
for I know somewhat, your position, and
you have had my prayers, without any
doudbt of success. I declare to all who
have known me, that God has shown me,
and caused me to feel by his Spirit with
this organization, far beyond'Brighamism,
and shown the abominations,

1 write Bro. Taylor to-morrow, and
return your letter to him which he sent me

I was at Manchester Conference last Sun-
day, and had well attended meetings, with
much interest. shown by the congregation.
Use this in public or private as you see fit.
With love to all the brethren and sisters,
I remain your brother in the gospel,
J. W..Cowazrp.
228 Grange Lane, BIREENHEAD, England.

AT a large and enthusiastic anti-poly-
gamic mecting, beld at Syracuse, N. Y.,
February 20th, the Hon. Charles An-
drews, Chief Judge of the Court of
Appeals, makes the following remarks
in the course of his speech:

The way to do, in my opinion, would be
not to place a Mormon in any position of
trust, responsibility, or Government office ;
buat, whatever course thall be taken, it is
in my judgment essential that all offices in
this Territory, whether executive or judi-’
cial, shall be held by the Christian men of
this age. The Constitution of the United
States requires that all eriminals shall have
the opportunity of appearing before-an
impartial jury and having the privilege of
a fair trial; but, in my opinion, it is within
the power of Congress to insist that no
Juror shall be drawn on a case of polygamy
who is a polygamist himself.

While American Citizenship confers exal-
ted privileges, and Sovereign power, it
imposes essential duties, the chiefest of
which are, untainted loyalty, and unyield-
ing fidelity to the government and its laws.

Apy person who persistently violates, or
in any way dishonors the laws of his coun-
try, is unworthy the dignity and rights of
citizenship.

“Whosoever therefore resisteth the pow-
er, resisteth the ordinance of God; and
they that resist shall receive to themselves
damnation: For rulers are not a terror to
good “works, but to the evil. Wilt thou
then not be afraid of the power? Do that
which is good, and thow shalt have pmzse of
the same ”—Paul, Rorm. 18:2, 3.
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ANTI-POLYGAMY.

o

Another Qutpouring in Chicage De-
clares that the Evil Must Go.

) <
JosEPEH SMITH, SoxN oF TEE ORIGINAL
MorMON ON THE LATTER DAY SAINTS.

-

THE anti-polygamy mass-meeting at Far-
well Hall last evening was a success in
point of Humbers and-enthusiasm, and,
being the second gathering of the kind
in this city withic a short time, was
additional evidende, if any were needed,
to show that Chicagoans are deeply in-
terested in the effort to. blot out the
evil, and will do their full share o that
end. On the platform were Judge
Caton, Bishop Fallows, the Hon. John
Wentworth, Arthur Caten, Dr. Thomas,
E. F. Cragin, the Rev. Arthur Listle,

the Hon. Thomas IHoyne, A. L. Chet.

lain, Judge Jameson, [8. H. Kertoot,
Gen. Leake, Solomon Thatcher, R. B.
Vancleave, Senator De Lang, and others.
The Union Veteran Club was also
present. o

The gathering was called to order by
the Hon.  Thomas Hoyne, on wkose
motion Judge Caton was elected Chair-

man,
. REMARKS OF JUDGE CATON.

- On taking the chair, Judge Caton
#2id he felt responsible in a measure for

the presence of the Mormons in Utah,
he having been the first one who sug-
gested to the leaders that they should
go there, and it was as well that they
went, rather than remained in the East
or the Mississippi Valley to commingle

4 with and engender strife among the

people there. He had been acquainted
with the Mormor Church for years, and
had visited among the Mormons.. Po.
lygamy was a demoralizing and mig
chievous evil, and its eradication was a_
serious question, since its roots ramified
so. He hoped the statesmen, moralists,

and religionists who had to deal with the =

subject would be imbued with sufficient
wisdom to suppress it. [ Applause.]
THE HON. JOHN WENTWORTH.

Judge Caton then introduced the
Hon. John Wentworth, who was re-
ceived with applause, and said:

Ladies and Gentlemen: 1 do not
propose now. to address you, but to do
something better. After several emi-
nent gentlemen here have spoken, I
will say something if called uwpon. I
am always here with you. [Applause].
I desire to introduce to you a man who
has suffered more from Mormon influence
than any man'in the United States—an

‘honorable, indefatigable, consistent op-

ponent of the pernicious and debasing
influences of the system of polygamous
Mormonism; a° man whose. father was
prominent in the faith, and who was
born in the old Mormon Church, whe
might have been the head of that
Church to-day, with all its wealth and
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power in the Territory of Utah, if he
had consented to sacrifice principle to
gelf-emolument, and he is not the head
of the Church to-day not so much for
the reason that he placed personal honor
‘and principle above most other consid-
erations as because he loved God and
was a consistent follower of his own
inherent impulses of morality and ideas
of good citizenship. I desire to intro-
duce to you Joseph Smith. [Applause].
JOSEPH SMITH, 'OF LAMONI, IOWA, EDITOR
OF THE ‘“SAINTS’ HERALD,” AND SON
OF THE ORIGINAL JOSEPH.

Mr. Smith was warmly greeted, and
began by saying that all questions had
abt least two sides; some of them more.
The Mormon question belonged to the
latter class. Whether Congress might
-, or might not pass such laws on this
exigency as were equal to the emergen-
and suppress polygamy, devolved
upon the philosophy, properly under-
stood, of one of the principles of the
Declaration of Independence and a
clause of the Constitution; and ke pre-
sumed that one of the reasons why
Congress had failed hitherto to take
hold of this matter vigorously had been
because of the tenderness of the people
to- outrage, possibly, ‘this prineiple.
The difficulties which enveloped the
necessity of protecting a man in the
exercise of his religion had not given
him the right to so couch his religion
that it involved the principles of right
and fair-dealing in society, or allowed
him to undermine the fair nature of our
gocial relations. It had been supposed
that the evil had grown up under the
protecting cegis of these difficulties;
that Congress could not prescribe nor
proscribe religion; that men must be
allowed to worship, and practice under
their worship, according to the dictates

ev,
MR

of their conscience. The extinction of
slavery under- the national experiment
of a people’s government did not destroy
the nation. Whether or not the sup-
pression of polygamy would disintegrate
the Nation remains to be seen. He ex-

pected the Government always to endure. .

[Applause]. Polygamy was not a tenet

of the Mormon Church until Aug.29,"

1852-—after they went to Utah., It

was never accepted by the people before

that time with uplifted hand, but Orson
Pratt was made to affirm it as the de-
cree of God, coming through Joseph

Smith. Like many other criminals;

they were under the necessity of finding
gome ex post facto law whieh ghould

sanctify their crime, if possible, and -

hence this dodge was resorted to. The

faith, church polity and accepted laws

of the Mormon Church at Nauvoo and
in Illinois, Towa, Ohioc and other states
did not recognize polygamy. They did
not allow any man to. have more than
one wife. John Wentworth in the
Chicago Democrat in 1844 published
the tenets of the Nauvoo Mormons’
faith, and it did not contain one line
recognizing or sanctioning polygamy.

Mr. Wentworth—That’s so.

The Mormons who originated and
practiced polygamy, Mr. Smith said,
went West.
in Ohio, Illinois, or Towa, and they took

It would not be tolerated

it to a Territory where there were no.

citizens under organized state laws to
protest against the infamous and . de-
structive practice. Being  citizens of
the United States, they claimed the

protection of the Government, and they
had tacitly had it all along, for the
reason that the Government did mnob

suppress  their nefarious practices.

The Government was thus sanctioning. -
and giving its moral support toa prac-
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tice the citizans of the country would
- not reeognize. It was time now that
the (overnment should take decided
and effectual action toward the suppres.
‘sion of polygamy. The people were
demanding it, and Congress should .be
made to recognize and respond to publie

sentiment. [Applause]. The original
tenet of the Mormon religion in respect:

to marriage was that a man should have
but one wife and cling s\(}le]y unto her.
Polygamy was engrafied upon the faith
by unprincipled sensualists in the

church. - The speaker had persistently

repudiated this feature of the religion
of the Utah Latter Day Saints. He
began his personal conflict against if in
1855, and in 1860 and from that on as
“a man in public life had denounced it.
It was pot a part of the original creed,
- and he challenged any of the Utah
Mormons to show that the faith as or-
iginally followed had not been degraded
and made'a by word and reproach by it
among 2ll the civilize@ and enlightened
nations of the earth. It was 4 horrible
and almost nameless stigma upon the
fair name and fame of the TUhnited
States.

Mr. Smith affirmed that the people
had the right to demand of Congress
that it should say that all men in Utah
and elsewhere should so continue to
observe the laws, that the genius and
the institutions of this republican Gov-
ernment shiould remain intact and vn-
"broken [applause]; that men in Utah,
as everywhere else, should respeet the
law and its administrators; that venality
in officers, and tenderness on the part
of legislators, should not permit a thing
to flourish there that they would not
allow in the States. [Applause]. Why

didn’t the people that Mayor Harrison-

was making war on claim exemption

because gambling was their religion?
[Laughter]. Why couldn’t the confi-
dence-men, gamblers, and burglars make
the same elaim as the polygamists?
QOoe crime was just as legitimate as the
other.. [Applause].

In answering the gnuestion how the
matter could be settled, Me. Smith said
Congress undoubtedly had the power to
frame laws and provide for their exe-
cution, which would accomplish the

' design aimed at without injuring the

innocent. There were not over 2,00¢
or 2500 polygamous men in -Utah.
The sexes were very nearly equal, and
there eould not b> more in the nature
of things. XKvery man was entitled to
one wife. If 1,000 men toock 3,000
women, some would be left out in the

ccold, and legislators should provide a

remedy for this. - [Applause]. A
young man, at least an wnmarried one,
39 years old had told him that he
couldn’t get a wife because he and
others single like him feared that the
young women had been contaminated
by some eider of the Church.

The speaker was not in favor of per-
secution, but persecution was one thing
and an honest demand for protection
for society was another. The people
had the right to demand of Congress
that it should adopt measuves to pro-
tect the people of Utah outside of the
Mormen Cuurch, and to protect the
citizens outside of Utah from the in-
fluendes of polygamy. Nothing but

an enforcement of the laws radical and
complete in the states, and in all the
territories of the United States alike,
in such a manuner that all . ecitizens
whether Jew, Gentile, Mormon, or
infidel, should be made amenable to
the law, and ite administration be made
impartial and sure, would rid the Terrj-

tories and the country of the evil.
Chicago Tribune, 23d Feb., 1882,
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MARRIAGE A CIVIL CONTRACT.
Now that the Utah Mormon leaders are
elaiming that marriage is with them a
purely religious institution, and admit
that they have made it higher and en-
tirely above and outside the domain of
eivil law, it is proper to enquire as to
what authority they have for doing so.

Is there anything in the religion of
Jesus,—anything in the New Testament,
Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Cove-
mants, and history of the Church up to
1844—that wonld justify them in such
a claim? Is their claim DMormon, or
anti-Mormon? - In making this claim,
are they acting in harmony with, or
sontrary to, the letter and spirit of

Mormonism as it existed 4n all the ao-

credited- and authentic records up to
18447 Just now this question is per-
tipedt, and highly important, -

T6 i3 a fact, that in all the Néw: TLS
tament rocords no speeial forms of mar-
riage were provided for either Jew or
Gentile, by the Church; and the ab-
sence of such forms is cl ear evidense
that none were necessary, and that none
weve enjoined; but that all weve left
free to adops such regulations and cere-
monies ag were provided by the nation
or people where they chanced to be
when married. : '

If we turn and read Gen. 2:23, 23;
11:29; 2£:4238, b1, 67; 29:18, 21,
22, 25; John 2:1-10, we may learn
that the customs and ceremonies in re-
spect to marrisge in the Patriarchal and
Christian times, were simple, non relig-
ious, avd observed ia an open, public
way.

" THe sanctities of marriage were en-
Joined, it is true, in both dispensations,
but no special forms and ceremonies
were provided a3 matters of religion.
All the histwy of the carly Christian

Church agree herewith, and shows that
marriage was not a matter authorized
and regulated in its ceremonies by the
church alone, but only in a secondary
way, and as authorized by civil law.

In view of these facts we see the
fitness and propriety of the following
statement made and faliy endorsed by
all the quorums of the priesthood, and
the entire church in Kirtland, Ohio,
and up to 1844, and after, which says:
“According to the customs of all civi-
lized nations, marriage is regulated by
laws and ceremonies; therefore, we be-
lieve that all marriages in this Chureh
of Christ of Latter Day Saints, should
be eolemn'zed in a public meeting, or
Jeast, prepared for that purpose ”—Doe.
& Cov. 111:1.
- Here, then, is irrefutable evidence
that the Chureh recognized marriageas
a civil contract, and that it should be
regulated by civil law, “in all civilized
nations;”” and that it should, in the
“Chureh of Christ,” be “solemnized in
in 3 public meeting, or feast, prepared
for the purpose.”” That it is a civil
contracs, and subject to the regulations
of civil law, is further apparent in the
terms of the marriage ceremony provid-
ed for and adopted by the Church,
which ‘says to the parties when their
marriage is being solemnized by the
minister, *You both mutuzally agree to
be each other’s companion, hushand and
wife, observing the legal rights belong-
ing to this condition; that is, keeping -
yourselves wholly for each other, and
from all others-during your lives,” and
when they have answered, “Yes,” he
shall pronounce them “husband and
wife’” in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and by virtue of the laws of the
country,” ete.~~Doe. & Cov. 111:2.

In all this the Church treats of mar-
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riage as & matter subject to “legal” re-
quirements, and its authority and ‘vir-
* tue” as being dependent wpon “the laws
of the country.” Inasmuch, then, as
marriage was, up to 1844, and later, a
matter to beé ’re?gulated by civil law, by
what proper, lawful means, has it been
taken from the domain of civil law?
By what authority has it been placed
solely under the control and regulation
of priests? By what authority has it
been made solely a matter of religion?
And by what authority is it celebrated
n secret in defiance of the aforemention-
ed law of the church, the laws of the
land, and the “custom of all eivilized
nations?”

Has it not been done by an arrogant,
lawless set of priests? And has it not
_ it not been done in viclation of the laws
and usages of the Church? And, fur-
ther, has it not been done in violation
of the usages and customs of God’s
- faithful people in all ages, and in viola:
tion of the laws of our country ?

It has; and the sooner the pelyga-
mous Mormons learn these facts and
turn from the evil, the better it will be
for them and their children. That
Joseph the ‘Seer honored the laws of
the land in respect to marriage may be
seen from his aceount of the marriage
of Elder John M. Boynton and Miss
Susan Lowell, at Kirtland, 0., January
20, 1836, which reads: “A hymn was
sung, after which I addressed a throne
of grace. I then arose and read aloud
a license, according t3 the law of the
land, granting any minister of the gos-
pel the privilege of solemnizing the
rights of matrimony; and after calling
for objections, if any there were against
the anticipated alliance between Elder
Boyaunton and Miss Lowell, and waiting
sufficient time, I observed that all for-

ever after this must hold their peace.
I then invited them to join hands. ¥
pronounced the ceremony, according te
the rules and regulations of the Churchk
of the Latter Day Saints.”"— Ml Star,
vol. 15, 597. . )

Thus Joseph the Seer treated mar-
riage a8 a civil contract.

PETITIONS FOR POLYGAMY.
TeE 2udacity and impudence of ths
Mormon leaders-in rushing to the de-.
fense of their laseivious' practice grows
more and more astorishing. They have
now sent to Congress four different sets -
of pstitions wpon wkich they are laying
great stress.  Oae of them is sigred by
the “young ladies of Utah,” another by
the “women of Utah,” a third by the
“young men of the Territory,” and the
fourth by the “citizens of the Territory.
The young ladies, the women, the young
men, and the citiz2ns are all agreed upon
the sutject of polygomy. They wunite
in saying that there is not much of it in
the Territory, and that what there is of
it is of a high order—that is, we pre-
sume, it is confined to those who can’
afford to practice it. It is not every
man who ean afford to keep ten, twenty,
thirty, or forty wives and provide for
them, but all who can afford to do il ave
engaged in if, the number of wives and
illegitimate children depending upon the
size of the purse. It is only the very
poor and low-down Mormons who car
not afford the luxury of more than ons
wife. These memorialists go still fur-
ther, and declare that any change in the
status quo will be subversive of righteous-
ness and goodness, and entail great dis-
tress upon the young ladies and women,
the latter declaring with one voice that
Mormonism is their glory and the cita-
del of their virtue! If there were ne
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other argument for the extirpation of
this curse it ought to be found in these
wemorials signed by young ladies and
women. 1t is not surprising that young
amen and old male Mormons should sign
them, but that young ladies and women
should conmsent to sign memorials to
Congress asking for the right to keep
themselves in a condition of legalized
prostitution, should deliberately consent
to their own degradation and abasement
and ask to have it continued, should pe:
tition Congress not to interfere with
their practice of binding themselves to
lechers and selling themselves to them
" body and soul, shows of itself what a de-
grading, debasing, besotting influence
the practice of polygamy has. The
‘migerable plea that polygamy is a part
of the Mormon religion is, as is well
. known, a subterfuge. It is no part of
that religion. It iz forbidden by’ the
Book of Mormon, by all the text-books
of the Church, and by all its fandamen-
tal laws. - It is considered a crime by all
the books upon which the Church relies
for its basis. It was oconsidered and
’ punished as a crime by the founders of
the Church. It was regarded as a
erime by the Mormons long before the
act of 1862 was passed by Congress, and
wag only, introduced into Mormonism
by a pretended revelation presented by
Brigham Young. These Mormon young
iadies and women now ask Congress to
legalize a orime which is one of the
" vilest in the calendar, and to regard one
of the most evil and corrupt of practices
a8 o religious tenet, when it is expressly
forbidden by every real authority upon
which their faith rests. If anything
were needed to prove its rotten, debssing,
disgusting character and its demoralizing
dnfluences, one need not look farther

than these petitions of women to allow

them to remain in its hideous practice,
which is a erime under law, both human

and divine.
—Chicago Tribure, March 6th, 1882,

The above editorial is another of the
many evidences now seen that show how
the masses of non-Mormons are learning
that polygamy was never a principle of
the genuine faith of the Latter. Day
Saints, and never ean be. - This i3 ag it
should be. Had the Utah leaders,
whe + they_ orgaized their church, and
introduced into it prineciples and prac.
tices utterly contrary to what was and
is taught in all the sacred books of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Baints,—had they also changed the
name of their church and ma&e it cor-
respond with their otherradical changes,

|- the Reorganized Church would have

had no special occasion to oppose and
criticise their course. - But since. they
claim the name, the books, and the
elementary doctrines of the the original
Church, and at the same time teach and
practice contrary to them, we have the
right to protest, criticise, explain, and
denounce.

e

DR. THOMAS AND MORMONISM.
Tar large hearted, learned, and inde-
pendent thinker, Rev. H. W. Thomas
of the People’s Church, Chicago, said
as follows in a late sermon on Mormon-
ism. He has evidently given the mat-
ter careful and patient investigation,
and his views are of more than ordinary
valae at this time. The Doctor is one
of the fairest, purest, noblest men of
this century, and the Utah Mormons
would do well to read and honor his
utterances here given.

And now let us look at the doc-
trines of this seect, called Mormons,
or Latter Day Saints. Accepting our

i O S
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' Seriptures along with their own, their

beliefs in very many things are common
to nearly all orthodox Christian chur-
ches. Indeed, they may be said to be
strictly orthodox. They believe in the
Trinity, the divinity of Christ, the fall
of man, total depravity, the atone-
ment, the resurrection of the body, and
endless punishment. They believe in
baptism for the remission of sins, and
in laying on bands for the gift of the
Holy Ghost. ‘They believe in a divine
call to the ministry: in ordination by
laying on of hands: and they recog-
‘nize, as in the early church, the
‘orders ‘of apostles, prophets, pastors,
teachers, and evangelists. In so far as
_ their beliefs are peculiar on these
points, they are Baptists in practicing
.only immersion, -and hold about the
same doctrine as Dr. Goodwin and
Brother Mcody on the subject of the
advent, or the second coming of Christ.

Holding then in common, as Mormons
-do, the great doctrines of Christianity,
to talk of crushing out Mormonism as

. a religion would in this sense be the
“.game as to repudiate the doctrines of all
our other churches. But let us now
come again to the lkistory of this
peculiar sect.

When, in 1844, Joseph Smith was
killed, Brigham Young assumed the
leadership of -the church, and set out
-on the long way to Utah, to find a
home for his followers. And now we
have here several things -to  note.
‘The first is that: polygamy, the now
distinguishing and offensive feature of
Mormonism, was not, then a doctrine nor
& practice in the church. Indeed,
the Book of Mormon most positively
prohibits polygamy; says it is a “‘crime,”

.. an “abomination” in the sight of God,

-and expressly says that “no man among.

you shall have save it be one wife;
and concubines he shall have none.”
In 1835, and several times since, the
church has declared in its general con-
ference, ag a command from God, that
“Thou sbhalt love thy wife with"all thy
heart, and shalt cleave unto her and
none else; and he that looketh on a
woman to lust after, [or desire her for
another wife], shall deny the faith, and
shall not have the Spirit.” And in
1844, John Taylor, who is now the
head of the Utah church, declared
editorially in the ZVUmes and Seasons,
the church paper, of which he was
then editor, that any man who teaches
contrary to these teachings of the
church, or contrary to the Book of
Mormon, or the Book of the Covenants,
ke is an “impostor, and must be cuf
off from the church.” And in 1850,
this same John Taylor, in a public dis-
cussion in France, denied that poly-
gamy was known to or practiced by the
church; and in proof of the position,
referred to the statements from the
Book of Mormon that I have quoted.

And thus we see that polygamy
wag not originally a part of Mormon.
iem. And the question arises, How
and by what authority did it come to
be admitted ?

In 1852 Brigham Young made the
startling announcement through the
Deseret News, of Salt Lake, and the
Seer, published in Washington by Orson
Pratt, that he had a “revelation” that
had been given to him through Joseph
Smith in July, 1843 and that he had
kept it securely locked wup till = that
time. However, he confessed that he
kad not the original, but only a copy,
the original, he said, having been
destroyed by Joseph Smith’s wife. - But
Mrs. Smith declared to her last hour
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that she never saw nor heard of any
such paper or revelation. Nor has
Taylor nor any of the leaders pre-
tended that they ever saw the original,
nor even the copy, till Brigham Young
brought it out of his desk. And
moreover, this pretended ‘revelation”
iz in direct opposition to the Book of
Mormon, on which the Church rests,
for we have seen that it forbids poly-
gamy. And, furthermore, the leaders
of the Church in Utah bave claimed all
the time, and claim to-day, that up to
July 12th, 1843, the date of this “revel-
ation,” polygamy was a crime, and was
forbidden by the Almighty.
And then, to make the whole matter
- worse, Brigham Young, after trying to
palm off this “revelation,” declared in
. a speech delivered July 1st, 1874, and
published in the Deseret News, that the
doctrine of polygamy’ was revealed: to
him while in England in 1839 and 1840.
He says: “While we were in England
the Lord manifested to me by vision and

His spirit things that I did not then

understand. I never opened my mouth
concerning them to any one; there had
never been a thoughs of it in the Church
that T knew any thing about at that
time, but I had this for myself, and I
kept it to myself” And thus he
pretends that, after all, the doctrine of
polygamy was first revealed to him, and
not to Joseph Smith in 1843, as he had
before claimed. .

And this more should be .aid, that,
apart from the fact that polygamy is

not'a part of Mormonism proper, mat-
~rimony is a civil as well as a religious
institution; and, this being so, the gov-
ernment certainly has the right to re-
gulate its own ecivil affairs, and no
church - shiould claim  the right, nor
should they be permitted, to violate

-animals.

the laws of the land on this or amy
other subject. The late action of Con:
gress, while it may seem to the leaders
of Utahism severe, is- undoubtedly just.
And now, if Copgress will provide a
Board of Commissioners to govern that
rebellions Territory, this erying, this
disgraceful evil may in time be wiped
out. It would not seem right to de-

clare the children of previbus mar- .

riages  illegitimate, nor attempt - to-
break up these homes where they de-
sire to remain together; but it is right
to disfranchise the parents, and it is
right to enact stringent laws for the
fuature.

The idea should be brought. prom-
inently before these people that it is nos .
their religion that the Government
opposes, but only this immoral and
unconstitutional feature of that religion.
And theu; with all that can be done,,

it will require years of patient, persist--

ent effort on the part of the Nation to
care an evil so long and so deeply
rooted in a powerful and growing
organization. But it can be done, and
must be done; mot in the spirit of
oppression, but for the honor of the
country and the good of the world.
But Mormonism has a powerful hold
upon many of its people. Thousands of
them were brought over from Kurope
where they led scarcely the lives of
In Utah they have their
little homes of twenty or forty acres of
land, and if you talk to them about any
other form of religion they ‘maturally
say that no other people or church ever
did for them what Mormonism has done; .
and it is not strange that they love
their church and their religion. But
they ean, in time, be educated away
from this offensive feature,

And now there is another fact of
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thig history to which I take pleasare in
referring. 'We have seen that polygamy
was not originally a part'of Mormonism;
that it was falsely and wickedly foisted
upon it after the death of Joseph Smith,
- and against the plainest teachings and
“prohibitions of their own sacred books.
But there was lefs “‘a remnant” of the
* original church, and this exists under
the leadership of the well-known son of
the original founder, under the name of
the “Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints.” Their
headguarters have for years been. at
Plano, in this state. Their beliefs
are, in the main, not unlike those of the
orthodox churches., In their worship
you ocould hardly tell them from an
ordinary hiethodist congregation. They
are an industrious, peaceable, and law-
abiding people. They are just as much
cpposed to polygamy as are any of the
other churches.. They claim to repre-
sent the original idea of their founder.
They have their publishing house, and
a church in this city, and have done all
they could by sending missionaries and
tracts to Salt Lake, but very naturally
- their efforts have met with determined
opposition from the leaders of Utahism.
And while personally, I know but little
and care but little about their claims of
a revelation through Joseph Smith, still
I respect, and we should all retpect
their purity of life and their conscien-
tious efforts to maintain their religion
in its original purity, and to save Mor-
monism from the corruptions that have
been imposed upon it by its base leaders.

And now our review of this new
form of religion suggests some reflec-
tions of a general character.

1. We have an illustration of the
power of the religious sentiment. The
world is'moved by nothing so deeply 2s

S

by its religious feelings. They appeal
to all the deeper impulses of life, and
carry mankind with a strength and
enthusiasm beyond that even of home
and country. Religion approaches the
gacred side of humanity, and hence its
most confident and unsuspecting side,
And hence impositions and abuses in
religion have been so common and so

easy. The poor Mormon women feel =~

a natural and womanly shrinking from

poly-gamous relations; but their corrupt

religious leaders and teachers approach

them in the name of religion, and under

the guise of a divine authority. They

get a leverage upon their conseiences,

and appeal to the rewards and terrors

of a future world; and their poor vie-

tims are powerless to answer their adroit -
reasonings and sacred pretensions, and

hence sacrifice all that is dearest on earth

in the hope of avoiding a future wrath
and securing a heavenly.good. And it

is upon the strength of this religious

impulse, and the great needs of the

human heart, that all the religions of

the world, both good and’ bad, have

rested. And O! blessed are the men

and the religions that come to the suffer-

ing and needy hearts of our world with -
a religion of truth and helpfulness; and

cursed, cursed above and beneath all

others, are the men who, for power or

gain or lust, will take advantage of what

is at once the most weak and the most

strong and always the most sacred im

human lives.

2. We are led to reflect upon the
subject of inspiration. If we deny ail
in-breathing, all light from above, then
we are lefs to our senses and to reason
as our only guides. If we say that all
inspiration ceased. 2,000 years ago; and
that the human heart can know no im._
mediate presence, no leading of the
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Divine Spirit now, then we have only
a history of religion on which to rest,
and not the conscious life of God in the
soul. We have a dead God and a dead
religion. But God is a living God, and
religion is a present life. 'We must not,
then, deny a present inspiration, a pres.
ent leading of the Holy Spirit. But,
while holding fast to the living experi
ence of religion and the leading of the
Spirit, we must have some rule or gnide
to save us from the wild vagaries or
the false teachings of weak or corrupt
men. And what is this? It is the
truth that rests upon the nature of God
and the nature and needs of man and
society; such truth as we have in the

ten commandments and the teachings of

Christ. And any pretended revelation
or inspiration that lowers the ideal per-
fection of God ; that would enable corrupt
men to say: “God is altogether such an
one as ourselves,” or that lates. any
of the sanctities of life, must be said, in
the very nature of the case, to be false.
God has given man an objective law as
well as an inward witnessing or leading.
And this law must not be deduced from
the history of dark and corrupt ages of
slavery and polygamy, such as were some
of the old Bible ages, and then the
character of men who practiced these
wrongs be quoted as justifications: not
this, but the law must be deduced from
the spirit and the analogy of Bible truth,
and from its final utterances. These,

and these only, are binding as the rule
of life. And I fear that inattention to

these principles, and making too much
of some portions of the Old Testament,
have hurt and hindered the morality‘of
the world. The Bible has been quoted
in support of slavery, and the Mormons
of Utah use to-day their debate with Dr.
Newman as a campaign document. That

poor deluded man of Pocasset was led
to slay bis own child from reading: the
account of Abraham offering his son
Izaac. Noyes, of the Oneida Communi-
ty, justified his vices on the ground of
Old Testament examples, and the ground
that he was inspired. And I think if -
all the truth could be known, that fatal
Oneida and Utah heresy that men can '
be inspired to do evil, or what to others
would be evil, and hence have immunity
from law, was back of Guiteau’s terrible
purpose to take the President’s flife.
Men form wicked purposes, and then,
eitheras a delusion or as 3 cloak for their
crimes, say they are inspired, and. that
Grod “is such an one as themselves.”
Grod can not'be “‘such an one;”’ He can
not inspire wrong or lust, or the viola-
tion of any sacred right. , ,

God himself can not make wrong
right, and all the revelations and in-'
spirations on earth can never make
slavery or polygamy right.  Nor could
10,000 voices and visions make it right
for any father to slay his child. "And
people must reserve the sacred right of
reason and common sense as something
above.all the visions and revelations of
a Noyes or a Brigham Young. But
these deceivers claimed that God had.
spoken to them, and that it was wrong
for the poor women to doubt. O, the
cursedness of such priestly corruption in
the sacred name of religion. The only
salvation ‘for these poor women is fo
doubt, and to deny any such inspira- -
tions; and to rise up in the strength of
reason and right and God, and resist
them. o

3. A last reflection relates to the
long patience needed to lifs up and
establish the true idea and life of religion
in the world. Some, seeing the wrong
done in the name of religion, and the
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slowness of its progress, may feel dis-
" cpuraged, or disgusted even, and say
we will have nothing to do with  it.
But that will not help the case nor
cure the evil. And then we should
remember that everything good is of
slow growth; and has in its turn been
abused. Governments have fostered
cruelty and slavery, but shall we say
therefore we will have nothing to do with
governments? Certainly not. Liberty
has led to anarchy. Shall we therefore
abandon that noble principle in the
earth? Certainly not. - Religions have
been imperfect; priests and churches
have been corrupt; but we'sbould not
therefore abandon religion, but seek
-rather by patience sznd toil and long
waiting and working, to bring in the
perfect day of truth and right.

Chicago Tribune.

By
e

it

REORGANIZING, THE CEURCH.
Tae Utah Mormon Church organ, the
Deseret News in its issue for 14th of
February last, says of the Reorganized
Chureh:

«“The term ‘Reorganized,’ as applied to
the concern, is a fraud upon its face, be-
cause the Church never was disorganized.”

If the term “Reorganized,” as applied
to the Reorganized Church proves that
church a fraud, what does the same
term prove when applied to the Brig-
hamite Church? In the “Life of Brig-
ham  Young,” a work endorsed by
" Brigham and his fellows, we read of the
“reorganizing the First Presidency,” and
“In this council of the Twelve Apostles,
{held near Council Bluffs, Towa, Decem-
ber 5th, 1847.—Ed.], their President
{Brigham Young) first expressed his
views concerning the Reorganization of
the quorum of the First Presidency,
and wished those present to do the

same in their order;” and Pres.” B.
Young wrote January 23d, 1848, to O.
Spencer, President of the British Miss-
ion, and said: “We suggested to the
brethren the propriety of organizing the
Church with a First Presidency and a
Patriarch.”’— Mill. Star, vol. 10, 114,
115.

To these add the following, and the
News has by its wonderful logic, proved -
the. Brighamite Chureh “a fraud.”
The Twelve Apostles sent forth a “Gen-
eral Epistle,” which was dated Decem-
ber, 1847, signed by B. Young as pres-
ident, and Willard Richards clerk, say-
ing the Twelve had in “contemplation
soon to reorganize the Church according
to the original pattern, with a First
Presidency and Patriarch.” Here we
have it then, that the quorum of the
“Twelve Apostles” did in 1847, near
Council Bluffs, Iowa, “reorganize the
Church,” or claim they did.

Is it not very unkind for the “organ’’
to go back on its former masters and
denounce them as frauds, which iis
logic does?

When the News says “the Church
was never disorganized,” it flatly con-
tradicts the facts of history, and the
aforementioned statements of the chief
organizers of the Brighamite Church.

At the death of Joseph and Hyrum
Smith, the Church numbered from
150,000 to 200,000, and it is a well
established fact that of that nuwmber
not one fourth, and probably not one
tenth, remained in fellowship with -the
Twelve and the Utah faction.

The facts are, the Utah leaders claimed
to “reorganize the Church” in 1847;
and the chief men of the “Reorganized
Church” claim to have reorganized the
Church, beginning in 1852, and effect-
ing it more fully in 1860 and 1873.
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The question now is: Which, if either,
of these claims is true? Which of
these reorganizations, if either, is ac-
cording to the original pattern’and in
harmony with the Divine will?-

The “Twelve,” without even a claim
to special command of God, did effect

an organization in 1847, which they

called the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints; but in their work.
they exhibit proofs of having no call
nor authority for that work, for they
violate, time and again, the plainest re-
_quirements of the organic law of the
Church. For instance: the law of the
Church says in the “minutes of the
High Counecil, * * * February 17th,
1834,” “The president of the Chureh,
* ¥ % ig appointed by revelation, * * *
and it is his privilege to be assisted by
two other presidents, appointed after
the same manner that he himself was
appointed.”—Doe. & Cov.

‘Brigham Young and his counsellors,
and their successors, were not thus ap-
pointed; hence this important part of
their “reorganization” fails.

The law of the Church further says:
“Hvery president of the High Priest-
hood, (or presiding Elder), Bishep,
High Counsellor and High Priest, is to
be ordained by the direction of a High
Council, or General Conference.” (Doe.
& Qov., sec. 17:17). Again: “of the
Melchesidek priesthood, three Presiding
High Priests, chosen by the hody, ap-
pointed and ordained to that office, and
uphield by the confidence, faith and
prayer of the Church, from a quorum
-of the presidency of the Church.”—Doe.
& Cov. 104:11. President Young and
his counsellors, and their successors
have not been thus chosen and ordained;
hence their“reorganization” fails, utterly

fails in these respeots.

The law further provides that “none
else shall be appointed unto this gift [to
receive revelations for the government
of the Church, which belongs to the
president over the whole Chureh. - See ..
revelation on priesthood, March 28th,
1835; also revelation April 6th, 1830,
Dooctrine and Covenants.—Ed.], except
it be through him, [Joseph the Seer,—
Ed.] for if it be taken from him, he
shall not have power, except to appoinb
another in his stead; and this shall be
a law unto you, that ye receive not the
teachings of any that shall come before
you as revelations, or commandments;
and this I give unto you, that you may
not be deceived, that you may know they
are not of me.”—Docirine and Cove-
nants; see. 43, par. 2, February, 1831.

Brigham Young and his successors =

were not appointed to the Presidency == -

“through,” Joseph the Seer; - hence .
their “reorgamzatlon” is f'atally wanting

in this respect. If our Utah Mormon

friends admit that Brigham Young and

his successors were not presidents of the

church in the sense that Joseph the

Seer was, which many of them do, then

they admit in fact that they were not

First Presidents at all; and this admis-

gion is fatal to their “reorganization,”

for it must be borne in mind that “The

duty of the president of the office of the

High Priesthood is to preside over the

whole Church, and to be like unto-
Moses. Behold, here is wisdom, yea, to

be a seer, a revelator, a translator, and

a prophet; having all the gifis of God

which he bestows upon the kead of the

Church.”—Doe. &. Cov., 104:44.

We repeat it: If the First Presidents
of the Utah Mormon Church were not
and are not such as Joseph the Seer—
such as is mentioned in the above
quotations—then they are bogus First
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Presidents, and not to be trusted by
sensible, honest Latter Day Saints.

In all the foregoing points, the Brig-
hamite “reorganization” is faulty, un-
reliable, and unworthy. As for the
“Reorganized Church,” it claims to have
been effected for the reason that the
first organization, that presided over by
the Seer from April 6th, 1830, till June
27th, 1844, was “rejected as a charch
with your [their] dead.” ~ (Doe. &. Cov.,
107:11, revelation Jan. 19th, 1841).
This was threatened in view of the
follies and sins of the Church in these
words:

«And it shall come to pass that if you
build an house [temple,—Ed.] unte my
name, and do not do the things that I say, 1

will net- perform the oath which I make |

dnto you, neither fulfil the promises which
ye expect at my hands, saith the Lord; for
instead of blessings. ye, by your own works,
bring cursings, wrath, - indignation and
judgments, upon your own heads, by your
follies, and by all your abominations, which
you practice before me, saith the Lord.”—
Revelation, January 19th, 1841, Doc. &. Cov.

All these calamities did come wupon
the Church “as a church,” though
many individuals escaped them,

When the Saints were “rejected as a
Church,” (as an organized society),
there arose the necessity for ‘‘reorgan-
ization,” (when the Lord should com-
-mand it). 7

The Réorganized Church claims to

- have effected its organization by direct
sommand of the Spirit of God, in 1852,
in 1869, and in 1873. This claim is in
harmony with the law touching the
First Presidency, as we have seen; and
in harmony with the manner of the firgt
organization under Joseph' the Seer,
April 6¢th, 1830; for of that it is
said: ““It. being regularly organized and
established agreeably to the laws of our

country, by the will and commandments
of God in the fourth menth, and on the
sizth day of the month, which is called
April, which commandments were given
to Joseph Smith, Jr.”—Doec. &. Cov.,
17:1.

‘That this organization was effected
by special and direct command of God~

‘is further seen in the account of it as

given' by Joseph the Seer, in these
words :

¢«Having opened the meeting by sclemn
prayer to our heavenly Father, we proceed-
ed, according to previous commandment, to
call on gur brethren to know whether they
accepted us as their teachers in the things
of the kingdom of God, and whether they
were satisfied that we should proceed and
be organized as & church according to said
commandment which we had received.”’—Life
of Joseph the Prophet, page 75; also Mill.
Star, vol. 14, Supplement.

The Reorganized Church has the

merit of clatming that its organization
was effected in a similar way to thas of
the first church, whilst the Brighamite
“peorganization’” can make po such
claim. As for the First Presidency of
the Reorganized Church, they claim to
have been called and appointed by
special revelation; and its First Presi-
dent, Joseph, the eldest son of Joseph
the Seer, claims to have been appointed
through Joseph the Seer, and this, too,
in fulfiliment of the promises of God in
Revelation of 1841, par. 18, Doc. and
Cov., and to have been specially called
by revelation to himself, as in the case
of his father, which fact had been pre- -
viously assured by the Holy Spirit to
many of the Saints. The First Presi-
dency of the Reorganization claim to
have been “regularly ordained” by the
direction of a General Conference, as
the law of the Church demands, a claim
that can not be made for Brigham .
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Young; his counsellors, and their sue-

cessors..
Now, in all thess points the Reorgan-
Ized Chureh is found to be in fall har-
- mony with the law and usages: of the
Church, while the Brlghamlte “reorganis
zation” upon the same pomts is f’atally

- defective.

“Evu‘y tree is known by its fruzts 2

i
a—

k ANTL.POLYGAMY.
& MEETING AT PLANO ADDRESSED BY JOSEPH
SMITH, OF THE REGRGANIZED CHURCH
' OF LATTER DAY SAINTS:

A LARGE and enthusiasticanti-polygamy

B

meeting was held in Plano Hall, Febru-.

ary '27th. Hon. Lewis Steward was
called to the chair, and at about eight |
o’clock, after preliminary remarks by
the chairman, President Joseph Smith

‘came’ f‘orward and. spoke, substantxally,'

“as follows “Our national governmer

isan expenment and it is not yet de-

termined  that it will abide the test of
time and oonbmued trial. It has been' |
~ predicted by those of the old monarchlal
governments that it must fail; that an
institution like ours: eould 'noo stand.
" In the process of the experiment the
principles of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence and the constitution have, one

by one, come on. for trial in this great |
serucible of national experimenting. . At
the formatlon of the compact the thir-
teen states began the experlment with

. that in’ their body politic'which many

‘believed had been provided for in the
constitution, but step by step the spirit
of freedom  that drove our purltan
£athers to this land forced the mstltutlon
“of slavery forward untll the nation stood |
face to face with it.

You all know how. the declsxon was
~mads.. The rwht of a state to secede

It could not be
- geb asxde, but the people must decide.

was mvolved in the expemment andv’“f
that-was deexded too, ‘and. that is also i
known to you. Bub now, after & lapse
of a hundred years, the people of the .
nation interested in “this experlmenb of o
self-governing are called upon to put to :
the test another prmokple found in the .
basm of our polmval and soclal fabric.
"Upon our western domam, upon terri-
| tery belongmo to the people, a fow men,
| scarcely more than 2 ,500.or"3 000 m‘
number; out of a rehglous populatlon o‘k{f
112,000, are in the practice of a system

| of polygamlc marriage, contrary to the
‘spirit and genius of oor“repub'lican form -
‘of government. The remamder of the
112,000 adhere to the crime as & tenet
of faith, while they do not practice it,
thus giving it meral sanction and sap- o
pert. They olalm for ‘k,tlns T tzoe
divine sanotxon\ and tha
religion, and aék’,lmmumty for its
tice and the protectlon of the law, upon: o
the ground that the Constitution assured
them in their right 5o to do; that that
instrument declared that no religion
should be proscribed and none be pre.
scribed by Congress, but that all men
should be at llberty to worship God
acoordmg to the dictates of their own
congeiences. - Thig claxm, go  stoutly
made by the Utah chureh, has, by some':’
means and for some reasons, been ac-
qmesced in by Congress, in that tlxey*' ‘

have failed to pass the needful law for

the suppression of polygamy, and to\ :
_enforce those that were made. e
evident that the fear to infrin -
rxght of worslnp ex1s£1ng'm the hearb, -
of every American citizen has possessed{ £

each succeeding Congress, and so poly-
gamy in Utah has been: permltted to
grow up, until whether it shall continue
depends mpon the decision that the
people of the United States shall give.
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upon the principle of government now .

being tested, and which, briefly stated,
$g this: Shall twenty-five hundred men
in ‘the practice and 2 hundred thousand
others. in. the belief of polygamic mar-
riages, dwelling on territory of the
United States—a practice clearly in
opposition to the rules of law and social
sconomy of the states of Illinois, Jowa,
Oliio, and the other states of the union,
and therefore a crime in those states—
be permitted to continue in such practice
under the plea of religion, or shall the
monogazmic rule, and laws obtaining in
the states with which nearly fifty mil-
lions of people are controlled and gov-
erned, and are content, and among whom
bigamy and polygamy arc crimes, pre-
" vai)? ' The pation stands face to face
with this part of the experiment in
government and must now decide.

How will you, people of Plano, how will-|

“the people of Illinsis, decide? There
are two reasons why Congress should
act, and  ab once, passing such laws as
will suppress the evil. One is that the
Church was instituted in the Uuited
States; and agreeable to the laws of the
United States; and every one of the sev-
eral states where its elders taught the
proselyted to the faith, the rule of

- monogamic marriage . obtained; and
when they went out from the states, no
matter what may have been the reasons

~ for their going, they could not take into
any territory then belonging to or since
acquired by the United States any prac.
tice that by the laws of those states was

2 crimg, nor should they be permitted to
continue in such practices.” The other
reason is that polygamy was not at the
time of the establishment of the so-called
Mormon church a tenet of the faith, nor

was it at the removal of the ehurch

from Illinos.”
* Chicago Times, February 28th 1882.

“illegitimacy”

THE MORMON “YOUNG LADIES”
-PETITION.

THERE are two reasons why the Mor.
mon young ladies’ petition should not
be considered. The first is, that it does
not set forth the truth. The pending
bills do mot cast any “opprobrium of
upon children, for they
remain afier the passage of the bill in
the same condition as they are now, no
more legitimate or illegitimate. It does
not drive out their mothers as outeasts,
for it allows ample time for them to
arrange for their condition, nor does it
deprive them of “the honored name of
wife,” for they have no right to that
title now. It does not bar them from
“the free exercise of our, holy religion,”
for it makes no assault upon religion,
and the institution which it does assail
has been shown over and over azain to

be contrary to the tenets of the Mormon— .

cr~ed as divulged by their founder and
forbidden by the Book of Mormon. It
aims at the extirpation of a gross social
crime, which is unknown to any other
civilized country, which panders to the
lust of men, which degrades women,
which is forbidden by the law of every
civilized nation, which is expressly for-
bidden by the laws of this country,
which defies the courts and encourages
disloyalty, and concentrates a spiritual
power in the hands of a corrupt body of
men which is used for the worst pur-
poses. The pending bills work no in-
justice, as they allow ample time after
their passage for the arrangement and
remedy of any hardship which may re-
gult . from them. They aim at the
future rather than the present, and the
concession which they make in- this re-

gard is not made and would not be made
in the case of any other erime forbidden
by law without arousing a dangerous
degree of popular indignation.
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The second reason why this, and the
other petitions as well, should not be
considered is, that they have been ob-
tained through intimidation of the poly-
gamous sinners. The signers of the
‘iyoung ladies’ petition” are Mormon
female children from eight years up-
wards, and those who could not sign
their names have had them signed for

them. When this petition was first |

announced it was deemed almost incon-
ceivable that 10,200 ‘“young ladies,”
could be found in the civilized world
who would voluntarily place their names
to such #a degrading and unwomanly
confessmn, and go before the Congress
of the United States and ask that their
shameful condition of life should not
only be continued, but recognized as
legitimate by the people of this country
through their National representatives.
The testimony now shows that they
signed the petition, but in such a man-
ner and under such circumstances as
divest it of any force or pertinency. It
is not the free act of the sigmers. A
large number could not have known ox
understood what they were signing, and
those who did know were threatened
with the terrors of the Church by the
Bishops who visited their lccalities.
These Bishops brought with them the
absolute commands of the Chureh. These
Mormon women are confessedly ignorant
and superstitious, for they have been
recruited from,6 the lower ranks of
foreigners, and dared not disobey the
will of their superiors. Such a petition
as this represents nothing but the
effrontery of the leaders of the Mormon
Church. For these reasons, and from
every consideration of humanity, virtue,
and decency, and from every considera-
tion of law, human and ‘divine, these
petitions should not be considered.

[

There is but one course for Congress to
pursue, and that is to wipe out the
curse, only providing that the operation
of the law shall work as little hardship
as possible to those ignorant women who

have been inveigled into it.
Chicago Tribune, March 18, 1882.

o e ——

Pres. JoaN TaYLoR ANXD THE NATIONAL
GovernueNT.—Judge J. W. Chatburn, of
Harlan, Iowa, in a recent letter to Pres.
Joseph Smith, says: ¢I heard John Taylor
shout out in onre of his sermons in Salt Lake
City, ‘Who in h—Il cares for the Govern-
ment  Brigham guffawed and laughed
aloud. I thought then, and I think now,
that they ought to be made to care.”

«Submit yourselves t¢ every ordinance of
man for the Lord’s sake; whether it be to
the king as supreme, or unto governors, as
unto them who are sent by him for the
punishment of evil doers, and for the praise
of them that do well.”’—1 Peter 2, 13, 14,
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GEORGE Q. CANNON AND POLYGAMY.

Editor Advocate: It is asking consid-
erable to request room for the ingertion
of the following examination of Utab’s
peculiar institution, wherein Klders of

the Reorganized Church, including’

yourself, hold that there has béen a
departure from the faith, a prostitution
of the gospel of Christ, and an error so
grave committed by the Mormon Church
"in Utah that it has forfeited and made
false the claim that they are the Church
of Christ. It is, perhaps, necessary to

apologize for the nature of this argu-

ment; but the controversy existing
gives rise to it, and this forms the
excuse.

Mr. George Q. Cannon, chosen to
Congress from Utah, and a leading
apostle of the Church there, it is pre-
sumed speaks for and represents his
polygamic constisuency in the defenses
offered for the existence of the institution
of Plural Marriage. In a late inter-
view with a newspaper reporter, made
the subject of a special telegram to the
Chicago Evening Journal, Mr. Cannon
states as follows:

“Jt is the pride and boast of polygamy
that it discourages prostitution and does
away with it, while monogamy fosters it.
With us prostitution is unknown, except as
it is introduced and susiained by the non-
Mormon element that has come among us.

With you, wheve the monogamic system
prevails, it abounds, and is privately recog-
nized and fostered, and is breaking up
families, spreading its taint through all of
society, affecting young and old, and even
the unborn, and sapping the very founda-
tions of society and of the country itself.”

¢Is that the claim of polygamy "

“That iz omne of its claims. Its first
broad, general principle is that there are
more women than men in the world, and
that, in addition, there are many men who
won’t marry, and that, as a result, a éystem ‘
of plural wives is proper, that those women
need not perforce be deprived of matrimony,
or, what is worse, driven to prostitution.
Do not understand me that the number of
births of females is much in excess of males,
but the number who reach the marriageable
age, cscaping the accidents and fatalities to
which the sterner sex are exposed, is great-
er. To these it offers homes, happiness,
protection from the danger of lives alone in
the world, and the recognition of the right
granted by Nature which made woman the
mother of the race. Besides this, the
system frees the wife from many wrongs of
the monogamic system, the unborn child
from the injuries those wrongs must bring
upon it, and the husband from the tempta-
tion. Not only is this the case, but the
children of our system are brighter, strong-
er, healthier in every way than those of the
monogamic system. We know nothing of
secret diseases; the lives of our families
and our children are simple, and they are
healthful.”

“Are your families large, Mr. Cannon9”’

“Yeg, usually so. We believe that the
habits which mark so great a decrease of
the birth-rate in New England are a crime,
The result is that our families are large
and healthful.”
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“May Iask the size of your own family,
Mr. Cannon?”

“I have twenty-one living children.
They live peacefully and contentedly to-
gether, attending a private school, which I
support for them.”

¢Ig this the size of an average Mormon
family v

«“The Mormon families are aot go large
as is supposed by many. For instance, I do
not think our average number of wives is
a8 much as three, while the impression,
you know here is that we average about a
dozen apiece.”

“Does Polygamy increase rapidly 3

*No; there are mot more than about
two thousand five hundred polygamous
households in Utah. Polygamy is, you
know, a crime under the laws, and those
practicing it, although they believe it right,
and though they practice it under this
belief, are yet liable to punishment for
violation of this law. Then, too, it is
expensive, for not everybody can support
more than one wife and family.”

- In this statement are some things
that need to be looked after a little.
Take for instance the first. It is onme
thing to boast of the excellency of
a system, but the examination of it
may diseover that the boast iz vain,
and the system bad. When Mr.
Cannon states that monogamy secretly
recognizes and fosters prostitution, he
misstates the facts, belies society, and
betrays his ignorance of things as
they exist. That there is much corrup-
tion in parts of society, and in certain
large cities, may be admitted; but
amid the middle and better classes of
society, lapses from virtue are rare,
exceptions so infrequent that social
ostracism is sure to emsme. In every
state the Jaws against prostitution are
severe, and in none is it recognized
except where large cities exist, whose
municipal regulations are partially inde-
pendent of statutery enactments by

“curiously self-destructive.

virtue of charters which they hold. In
some of these cities, houres of ill-fame
are licensed and subjected to police
surveilance. ' )

The second clause of the statement is
It may be
stated, and Mr. Cannen’s attention call-
ed to it, that Utah polygamy has
dissevered and broken up more families
in proportion to the number of men
who practice it, than can be named in
any other community in the United
States and great Britain, and the writer
is prepared to give names and statement
of facts to verify the assertion. And in
many of the cases the circumstances by
which the separation was wrought have

"been so tyrannical and deceptive, that

the details are revolting.

The *‘broad, general principle,” is a
gross mistake so far as Utah is concern-
ed, for there the men have been in
excess of the women ever since the
census of 1860, and the one of 1880
gives something over 5,000 excess in
the male population of those over twenty-
one years of age. Whatever excess of
women there-may be in monogamous
countries and states can not inure to
Cannon’s benefit in the argument, for
the plainest reasons, the women are not
available for wives to Utah polygamists,
But the claim made by Mr. Cannon
should be good in Utah if it is good
anywhere, and by the figures of the
Census Bureau this claim iy proven
fatile for that territory.

The claim that polygamy offers mar-
riage to an excess of women who would
otherwise be driven to prostitusion, or
to lounely lives, is fatally defective in
Mir. Cannon’s defense of Utah, for the
same reason namely, chere is no sach
excess to be so provided for. So far
from this, that according to Mr. Can-
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non’s own statement, the number of
men and women over twenty-one being
unequal by some five thousand men,
the argument is the other way—unless
the men of Utah are different human
beings than the men of the rest of the
land, and love to live lonely, bachelor
lives. This does not appear, however,
from the fact that so many as can afford,
marry; hence 2ll would if they could:

That the system offers ““homes, hap-
piness and protection,” is stoutly denied
by many who bave been in, but who
now are out of it. Nor is it consistent
with the operation of known laws that
could be so. Home means more than a
simple living ; it means comfort of mind
as well as body, and jealousy is no
pleasant adjunct to home; polygamy
breeds jealousy.

The children of monogamic families
in Utah will compare more than fovor-
ably with the households of Messrs.
Cannon, Young, and other polygamists;
and the mortality among. the children
in Utah has been noted. If there he
any superiority in health among those
that survive the ills of childhood, it is
attributable to the climate, simple and
plain living, and not to the system so
lauded by Mr. Cannon. Nor is it true
that there is no vice among them, nor
seoret diseases. Mr. Cannon may know
nothing of them personally; but his
surroundings and occupation have kept
him from direct association with classes
where both are found. On the whole,
the mortality lists of Salt Luke City
show much the samé proportion of
deaths that those of other cities similarly
situated do; hence this claim to excep-
tionally good health is bad. ’

That Mr. Cannon’s own family may

be large, and that the twenty-one living
ghildren may live “peacefully and con-

tentedly together,” may be true. But
this average per wife is not above that
existing in monogamic families. Mr.
Cannon has been the husband of four
wives, as he himself has stated, (whether
he may not have had more, who knows),
and it is fair to presume that his family
is a presentation of the beauties of the
“gystem,” and that shows 5% as the
average number of children to the
family. Brigham Young’s will provid-
ed for some seventeen wives and less
than sixty children, an average of little
more than three to the family. It is
fair to submit then, that a husband and
one wife, the opportunities being equal,
can better care for 3%, or 5% children to
the family than can the 1.17, or the
Y of a husband and a wife. Or if the
average number of three wives to the
polygamist, as stated by Mr. Cannon,
be taken as the basis, there would be
but the % of a husband and a wife to
each family of 3%, or 5%, where there
should be a whole of each.

But Mr. Cannon supports a private
school for his twenty-one children; and
states at the same time that there are
not than 2,500 polygamous households
in Utah. Are there 2,500 private
schools? But the families of others
are not so large as has been supposed,
and the statement that there are but
abous 2,500 men in polygamy having
married and holding 7,500 wives, must
be taken as near the truth. It is here
that the animus of the ‘system” is
shown. The sexes over 21 years of age
are nearly equal, the men in excess;
hence it must follow that there are two
men unmarried for every one married
to three wives. If the husband of one
wife is subject to “‘temptation,” and it
is therefore necessary that he marry
others to be removed from that tempta-
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tion, are not the unmarried men subject
te temptation. . Or does the human
nature of men in Utah which prompts
them to seek companions, differ from
that of their more fortunate fellows who
are married to one, two, or more wives.
If under the monogamic rule, where
there are plenty of women more than
men, and marriage thus possible if not
easy to each man, the men are tempted,
is it not a fair inference that under a
system where men can not marry, that
this same many are tempted? It is
astounding that men of such acumen. as

Mr. Cannon has the reputation of being,’

can not see how foolish such an argu-
ment is.

The folly and injustice of the system
are seen when Mr. Cannon asserts that
it is “a crime under the laws’’ and those
who practice it liable to punishment;
and that it is expensive, for not every-
body can “support more than one wife
and family.” It is then a system that
measures celestial advancement and
happiness by the wealth of the devotee,
and not by faithfulness of life and the
integrity of the heart; that offers an
incentive to the hasty accumulation of
this world’s goods, that immunity for
its practice may be secured; that offers
an inducement to violate law, to disre-
gard ties already existing that gratifica-
tion may be had; that offers an oppor-
tunity to the few from which the many
are debarred ; that creates a privileged
class among a people claiming that they
should be one; that permits one man to
build up a princely household, while
two are deprived of an opportunity to
make a home, with companionship, love
and happiness there.

If Mr. Cannon, or any other apologist
- for polygamy, could successfully show
that the polygamous wives of Utah

were of the class supposed by that astute
gentleman, those women in society who
were by the operation of the monogamic
rule deprived of hushands, homes and
protection, it would be a defacto argu.

ment in favor of the system;” but if it

shoud appear that the majority of those

| wives were women who, when unmar-

ried, would be readily sought in mar-
riage and ran no risk of being “deprived
of matrimony,” the argument fails. -
Again, if Mr. Cannon would show by
statistical proofs that the poiygamous
wives of Utah had chosen from among
the class referred to, who by reason of
lack of personal attractions such as
youth, vigor, good looks,' or special
mental endowments, had been left to the
dangers deplored by the gentleman in
his reply to his interviewer, it would be
a strong argument in favor of the
wonderful benignity and far seeing
benevolence of the system But if it
should appear that the choices made
by Pres. B. Young, Heber C. Kimball,
George Q. Cannon, and other leading
men of the institution, showed an sye to
beauty, youth, and attractive appear-
ance, and selected women who would in
monogamic states experience no difficul-
ty in securing a whole husband, then
the argument would be that the system
had an element in its ‘practice left out
in its theory as stated by Mr. Cannon.
Again; if it could be shown that each ™
of the 2,500 polygamous husbands had
married his one, or two polygamous
wives out of the purest benevolence, and
in pity for the lonely snd anxious
womaz longing for happiness and pro-
teotion, but deprived of them because

'no man unmarried sought her for a

wife, then the argument would be a
good one. But if the facts are that in
ninety-nine cases out of every hundred
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the woman, or women sought‘for and
married as polygamous wives, (especially
po in the case of the middle aged and
elderly sages), were in youth and
appearance a. favorable contrast to the
first wife, and selected all the way from
the young girl just in her teens, to the
buxzom and hearty wife of some other
man, won from his home by specious
reasoning upon heaven and exaltation,
then does the argument savor of the
flesh and so fail.

One other consideration and the ex-
amination of the matier suggested by
Mr. Cannon’s statement way be left.

There are about 49,000 people over
twenty-one years of age in Utah. Of
this number less than half are men.
Of this pumber, 24,500, only 2,500 are
pelygamists in practice, thus leaving
22,000 men living in monogamy which
Mr. Canuon so depreciates ; but of this
number there must be taken out the
5,000 men whose wives their 2,500
brethren with three each have in pos-
session, which gives the number of
17,000 men and their families of ore
wife and respective children subject to
all the vices of monogamy, and withous
the beuefits of the plural marriage sys-
tem, so lauded by its special defender.

If Mr. Cannon’s statement is true, the
~ argument is conclusive that among this
class prostitution must obiain, be “rec-
ognized and fostered,” as a matter of
course. The conelusion is irresistable
that the only virtuous, good, and whole-
some society Utah has, according to the
argument of Mr. Cannon, is to be found
among this 2.500 enjoying the practice
of the system.

It is not sound philosophy to urge
that the theory without its practice can
have any efficacy; hence it follows that
2,500 men practicing plural marriage,

| pose it is now in existence.

as a safeguard to society, can not keep
free from evil and vice 17,000 other
men living with one wife and 5,000
living without any.

From what is here presented 1t may
be safely stated that the cunning of this
peculiar system has overreached itself;
its deceptive reasoning being denied by
its practice, defeating for the mass by
the action of the few the benefits claim-

ed for its inception.
JosepE SmITH.

BRIGHAM YOUNG THE AUTHOR
OF POLYGAMY.

It has been several times stated in dis-
cussions of the Mormon question that
the doctrine of polygamy is forbidden
by the Book of Mormon and the Bock
of Covenants, and that it erept into the
Church through later “prophecies” and
so-called revelations. The fact is, that
the first public proclamation of poly-
gamy as a part of the Mormon creed
was made by Brigham Young. On the
29th of August, 1852, this hoary oid
sinner apnnounced in a large public
meeting held in Salt Lake City that he
had a revelation to make, and said:

You heard Brother Pratt state this morn-
ing that a revelation would be read this
afternoon which was given previous to
Joseph’s death. - It contains s doctrine a
small portion of the world is opposed to';
but T can deliver a prophecy uponm it.
Though that doctrine bas fiot been preached

by the elders, this people have believed it

for years. The orignal copy of this'revela-
tion was burned up. William Clayton was
the man who wrote it from the mouth of
the Prophet. TIn the meantime it was in
Bishop Whitney’s pafhession. He wished
the privilege to copy. it, which Brother
Joseph granted. Sister Emma (Joseph
Smith’s wife) hurned the original. The
reason I mention this is because that the
people who did know of the revelation sup-
The revelation ’
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will be read to you. The principle spoken
upon by Brother Pratt this morning we
believe in.

Many others are of the same mind. They
are notsignorant of what we are doing in
our social capacity. They have ecried,
proclaim it; but it would not do a few years
ago—everything must come in its time, as
there is a time for all things. I am now
ready to proeclaim it.

This revelation has been in my possession
mapy years; and who has known it? None
but those who should know it. I keep a
patent lock on my desk, and there does not
anything leak out that should not.

The pretended revelation was then
presented.

These documents show conclusively

“how polygamy was incorporated as a
part of the Mormon ecreed. Joseph
Smith may have had the idea of poly-
gamy, even when he was in Nauvoo,
but this is not to the point. It was
officially promulgated and made part of
‘the oreed in defiance of the Book of
Mormon and the Book of Covenants by
Brigham Young, and the action of
Congress, therefore, does not strike at
the Mormon religion.

S

A CORNERED MORMON.

THE hearing given by the judiciary
committee of the house of representatives
on the Utah contested election case to
Mr. George Q. Cannon, the heretofore
polygamous representative from that
territory in Congress, was probably one
of the most remarkable exhibitions ever
had before that grave tribunal.* It was
not supposed that any members of the
press were present, and the result was
a fire of questions upon Cannon which
enabled the committee to get at the full
scope and indecency of the polygamous
creed, of which Cannon has formally
proclaimed, himself the advocate in his
contest against Campbell. - -

Some of the replies were wholly unfit’
for publication, but among the points
elicited may be enumerated Cannon’s
statement that spiritual marriage meant
this: That no woman could secure
exaltation in heaven unless united in a
marriage to a Latter Day Saint of the
Mormon Church on earth.

In reply to further questions of the
committee ag to whether the rising gen-
eration of Utah was not growing up in
strong opposition to polygamy, he said
there were many cases where young
married couples were opposed to it,
sometimes because the first wife object-
ed and sometimes because the husband
did not feel himself equal to the
pecuniary support of two wives. But
he believed the general tendency of the
present outery was to solidify the senti-
ment in Utah in favor of polygamy, as
it was believed to be a revelation from™
God. He frankly avowed such to be
his opinion, and that eventunally the
principles of the Mormon Church would
spread over the whole earth, because

- they were true.

The reference to the first wife object-
ing to her husband taking plural wives
called further inquiries from the com-
mittee, in answer to which Mr. Cannon
said (again with some qualification) that
the practice was for the first wife to
take the subsequent wives by the hand
in the endowment-house and formally
give them to her husband.

At this point Mr. Converse, of Ohio,
interposed, and said the object of calling
Mr. Cannon before them was not to pry
into the secrets of Mormondow, but to
hear from M. Cannon a statement of
the reasons why the bill now before
them, being the Shellenberger bill, to
prevent all -polygamists from voting or
holding office, should not be favorably
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reported, and he asked Mr. Cannon to
come back to that point. Mr. Cannon
replied "that the bill ought to be made
general, and so amended as to include
not only polygamy, but also fornication
and adultery.

Mr. Robinson, of Massachusetts, asked
whether fornication, adultery, or even
incest was a erime under the laws passed
by the Mormon legislature of Utah?

Mr. QCanpon hesitated, stammered,
and finally said he did not know.

Mr. Robinson—Is it not a fact that
your legislature has wiped out all these
offenses from its criminal calendar?

Mr. Cannon—1I don’t exactly remem-
ber.  You must bear in mind that Utah
is in this peculiar position in regard to
legislation, that all acts are subject to
the absolute veto of the governor.

Mr. R—Has your legislature ever

passed a bill and submitted it to the

governor for approval making fornica-
tion or adultery or incest a crime?

Mr. C.—I don’t remember. I can’t
say that they have.

A desultory discussion ensued, in the
course of which Mr. Cannon stated
that he thought before Congress under-
took to regulate the morality of Utah
there were matters nearer home which
required attention. For instance, he
had read only recently in the Washing-
ton newspapers of babes left to die in
corner lots. He thought there was a
condition of affairs in the District of
Columbia which required the attention
of the committee on judiciary more
than did the territory of Utah. To
which Mr. Reed, of Maine, ¢hairman of
the committee, somewhat sharply re-
plied: “Yes, but we do not defend the
placing of babes in  corner lots, and
there is a law against it.”

Mr. Campbell and his counsel, Judge

J. R. MoBride, were present, by invi-
tation of the subcommittee, to reply to
Mr. Cannon’s argument, if a reply was
needed, but none was thought to be
called for.

e
o

i —
Do

Sonpier VALLEY, Iowa,
February 24th, 1882.

Dear Advocate:—As I sit slone this even-
ing, my thoughts continually turn to the
article claiming to be & revelation given
Joseph 8mith, Jr., commanding him to
establish polygamy in the Church. I had
never seen it until it came with the Herald,
February 1st. I wonder if the Utah people
are allowed to read it; if so why can they
not see that it proves itself a lie, for it says %k%%
of Emma: ¢If she will not obey it she shail
be destroyed;” and of Joseph: «I will
bless him and multiply and give him an
hundred fold in this world, of fathers and
mothers, brothers and sisters, houses and
lands, wives and children.”

(A2 in this world remember) but he was
cut off; and Emma, who B. Young says
burned the revelation and should have been °
destroyed, has fought the abomination all

her life, raised her sons to be honorable
men of the earth, and men of God, and lig-
ed to a good old age; and died beloved b
all who knew her. It seems to me that ¢
thing has proved itself false, no matter by
whom produced. Saznan Cuass.

et - e

IMMORTALITY.

Bur, however confirmatory is the divine
revelation of the faith in a future life, it
must be noted that the instincts of humggfity
have begotten this faith. The present
skepticism is arrayed against a multitude
of the clearest indications of Nature. The
reasonings which have induced the vast
majority of mankind to believe in a world
of life beyond, spring from the deepest and
most. trustworthy part of our nature. I
revere the open sepulchre of Jesus all the
more when I look upon it and see that in
its doorway blossoms the bright terminal
flower of a human hope, faintly grasped by
the patriarchs of thought beneath -Assyrian

skies, and lovingly cherished by Athenian

_sages as they conversed under the shadows

of the Acropolis. This Christian doctrine
is planted on the constitutional instinects of
human nature. . These are not to be despis-
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ed. They are divine, and give us life and
comfort even after we have fully accepted
the revelation of Jesus Christ. They rein-
force that revelation, showing that it is not
arbitrary, but natural—following in the
line of what went before.

Whatever doubts are now raised as to the

soul’s immortality spring usually from
absorption in the scientific study of matter.
‘This universe of sense presses so hard and
cloge on certain minds, that they are dull
to all spiritnal perceptions and to those
realities that belong to the world of
thought, hope, reverence, and love. From
such minds occasionally comes the an-
nouncement that immortality, the darling
dream of mankind, is at best only a theory
incapable of demonstration, and itself an
almost inconceivable mystery. But the
Newtonian law of gravitation, on which
modern science rests with the utmost assur-
ance, is only a theory—an act of faith
originally, confirmed by subsequent obser-
vations, but, like everything else outside of
mathematics, incapable of demonstration.
Furthermore, it rests on the inconceivable.
Can a body act where it is not? It is
inconceivable. But, according to the New-
tonian theory, every sphere and atom of the
universe acts where it i8° not—that is, it

acts on every other atom and  sphere,’

Moreover—and this is equally inconceiv-
able—woe are required by science to believe
that a body acts where it is not through the
ether which fills the inter stellar and inter-
planetary spaces, and this ether is describ-
ed as entirely solid. The Newtonian law
of gravitation is a theory, but men accept
it because it explains the facts of the
physical world. So the doctrine of immor-
tality is a theory, and men have believed
it because it explains the facts of the mental
and moral world,

First—Men are led to the conviction that
the soul does not die with the death of the
body from their beliefs as to the nature of
the soul. It is manifestly and radically
different from matter. Matter has division
of parts—an east, west, north, and south
gide. Thesoul isundivided and indivisible.
You are conscious that you are one person-
ality incapable of division, and you would
be disgusted if I were to ask you how the
north side of your soul was getting on.
You are conscious, moreover, that yourself
is not identical with any part of your body.
Your arms and eyes might be removed
without lessening the dimensions of your
soul ome particle. The whole body is
changed in its material constitution every
geven years or less, but the ego—the self—
remains unchanged. I ocan remember,
when [ was three years old, looking out of
a window and seeing a house on wheels in

7

. phatic in teaching this.

the street; but since that day my brain has
been entirely removed five times. Where
has memory made such a lasting impression?
On something besides the brain. Your soul
is not only not identical with any part of
the body, with any of the organs of sense,
but it acts independently of the senses.
You think most intensely when the eyes are
nearly closed and when the ears are mot
listening to any sounds. Your mind con-
tiues its activity while the body is asleep.
The soul perceives in dreams. Moreover,
throughout a course of many years, from
the age of thirty to the age of sixty, the
mind grows stronger sud stronger, while
the body is steadily growing weaker, and
oftentimes in extreme old age, and at the
very minute of death, the soul will be clear

- in ite perceptions and lofty in its woods,

while the body is tottering and falling into
dissolution. Now, if your soul is. thus
conscicusly distinet from your body, how-
ever intimately connected with it—if it is
an undivided entity—how can it be destroy-
ed when the body dies? Oaly by a divine
aet of annihilation. A superhuman force
must intervene and crush the spirit into
nothingness. What evidence can Mr. Miln
or any body else furnish that such will be
the case? Not one grain of evidenee, and
not one analogy. ¥For nature has taken
pains to show that nothing is annihilated—
not a single atom. Secience is very em-
You can.not even
conceive of anything as being annihilated.
Even the body in death is not annihilated.
It is resolved into its chemical constituents.
But the soul, not having any constituents,
being simple and undivided, and not being
resolvable into any chemical equivalerits;
can be destroyed only by the stamp of the
foot of the Almighty. But nature has been
extremely careful to indicate that not one
atom is obliterated —Barrows.
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THE DESERET NEWS’ MISTAKE,
In an article against the Reorganized
Church, February 14th, 1882, the News
states that “Its adherents are ocalled
Josephites, because some years ago they
induced Joseph Smith, son of the mar-
tyi'ed prophet, to assume the leadership
of their organization, which was com
posed of a few apostate Mormons.”

For the information of the News,
who sadly needs it, and for the benefis
of all interested, we have to say, first,
that the adherents of the Resrganized
Church did not induce Joseph Smith to
take the leadership of that Church.

Joseph, in his address to the confer-
ence at Amboy, Iilinois, April 6th, 1860,
said: “I came not here of myself, but
by the influence of the Spiris. For
some time past [ have received manifes-
tations pointing to the position I am
about to assume. T wish to say that I
have come here not to be dictated by
any men, or set of men. I have come
in obedience to a power not my own,
- and shall be distated by the power that
sent me.”

In his autobiography, in “The Life
of Joseph the Prophet,” page 772, he
says: “Daring the year 1859, the
quession of my econnection with my
father’s work was finally determined.
- I became satisfied that it was my duty.

The queries heretofore referred to were
one by one being settled, until the final
one—where and with whom should my
life labor lie,—was the only one left.
This was determined by a similar mani-
festation to others that I had received
to this effect: ‘The Saints reorganizing
at Zaurahemla, Wisconsin, and other
places, is the only organized portion of
the Church accepted by me. I have
given them my spirit, and will continune
to do so while they remain Humble and
faithful” - This was in the Fall of 1859,
and in the Winter I resolved to put my-

self in communication with the brethren
of the Reorganized Church. 1n accord-
ance with this resolution I wrote the
following letter to Ellder William Marks,
then: residing a¢ Shabbona Grove,
DeKalb county, Illinois, announcing my
intention to make the effort to take up
the work left by my father, and asking

for a correspondence.’

‘Navvoo, March 5th, 1860,
‘Mr. William Marks; Sir:—I:/am soon
going to tuke my father’s place at the head
of the Mormon Church, and I wish that you,
and some others, those you may consider
the most trustworthy, the nearest to you, to
come and see me; that is, if you can and
will. 1 am somewhat undecided as to the
best ¢ourse for me to pursue, and if your
views are, upon a comparigson in unison
with mine, and we can agree as to the best
course, I would be pleased to have your co-
operation.” * * * <1 was moved to this
course, because Elder Marks was the Pregi-
dent of the Stake at Nauvoo and also of
the High Council, at the time of my father’s
death. He had retained his faith in Mor-
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monism as taught by Joseph and Hyrum,
and his counsel would now be valuable. I
announced my intention to my mother and
my step-father. The former approved my
determination; the latter took a speculative
view of it.” .

These statements by President Joseph
Smith are a sufficient refutation to the
charge, that Joseph was “induced” by .
the “adherents” of the Reorganized
Church “to assume the leadership of
their organization.” If anything more
were needed, it eould be furnished in
the testimony of those who were mem-
bers of the Reorganized Church at the
time Joseph was made its President.
The charge made by the News i untrue,
and utterly unjustifiable. '

We reply, in the second place, that
the Reorganized Church, when Joseph
was made its president, was not “com-
posed of a few apostate Mormons.”

The Church at that time numbered
no more shan about two hundred per-
sons; among them were old-time Mor-
mons, those who repudiated Polygamy,
secret’ endowments, tithing the poor,
and lawless, despotic, priestly despotism |
of Brigham Young and his fellows.
Surely, these were not ““apostates.”

Besides these, there were some who
never belonged to the Brighamite
Church, nor to she Church of Jesus
Christ of Laster Day Saints in the life
time of Joseph the Seer. And these
were not “apostates.”’

When at the conference at Indepen-
dence, Missouri, this last April, a
brother and sister VanFlest, from
Abeline, Kausas, stated to us that
Brighamite Missionaries, lately from
Utah, said to them that “Young Joseph”
was persuaded to become the President
of the Reorganized OChureh by the

offer of $3,500 annual salary. They
further said he was made president at a

conference held in Pittsburg, Pennsyl-
vania. The brother and sister knew
these statemente to be false, and told
the missionaries so. This is but one -
cags out of many where the facts of
Joseph’s call and ordinatiori has been
basely misstated by some of the Utah
Mormons. Bué light is dawning on
Utah, trush will conquer, and falsehood,
error and hypoerisy, will be put to .
shame, -

e < o —— :
GEORGE Q. CANNON AS A MARTYR.(?)
TaE Chicago Times of April 20th, has
the following pithy and sensible remarks
on the late aection of Congress, in the
case of Cannon vs. Campbell. It should
be read and “inwardly digested” by all
whe favor the “twin relic” and G. Q.-
Cannon for delegate from TUtah, and
they should then heed the instruction
of Peter, which says: Submit yourselves
to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s
sake: whether it be to the king, as
supreme; or untc governors, as unto
thewm that are sent by him for the pun--
ishment of evil-doers, and for the praise:
of them that do well.

“It is s fact that reformers have had
pretty hard times in this world, and that a.
number of them have been executed om::
various pretexts, and with variegated bar-
barities. But it does met follow from this
that every man who has a hard time of it is:
s veformer and a benefactor of the race.
Every year quaite 2 number of persons are’
hangsd who would doubticss have been very
glad to have it supposed that they were'
much too good to be uzed in that way, but
in all probability they were treated as well .
ag they deserved. It would be rash to
assume that a man must be & saint because
he has enémies, some of whom have sen-
tenced him to be banged. Mr. Canpon,
the quadrigamous statesman from Utah, -
being barred from taking a seat in the'
house, 28 he usad to do aforetimes, assured
ths house yesterday that he was a martyr,
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guffering persecution for a great cause.
Bat he is mistaken. Men who are not con-
tent with one wife are not confined to Utah;
they are known in other communities, and
they are not regarded as the apostles of
any dispensation that, on the whole, civil-
ized communities care to have promulgated.
This is not the result of prejudice or specu-
lation; the judgment is based on ample
experience. The world has tried polygamy
pretty thoroughly, and, in fact, experiments
in that direction are still in progress, and
are in some localities being carried on on a
large scale. -The civilized and progressive
portion of the world has abandoned poly-
gamy as the result of long experience, and
its progress has beenr measured by the de-
gree of its abandonment of the institution,
Ag a mgrtyr, Mr. Cannon is neither strik-
ing mnor picturesque. He is not even
pathetic. Openly avowing, as he does,
that hizs domestic affairs are modeled om
those of cattle and pouléry, he is rather
disgusting than otherwisge.

The house pursued the only course of
action that was really opem to it. It
could not decently admit & man who got
but an insignificant portion of the votes
cast, nor could it without self-stultification
admit a man who practiced, and avowed
that he practiced, what has for twenty
years been a penitentiary offense under the
laws of the United States, Mr. Cannon
had the votes, but not the other gqualifica-
tions for the place of delegate, and Mr.
Campbell happened to have all the other
qualifications, but he did not have the votes.
After the House of Commons had expelled
John Wilkes two or three times, and he had
regularly returned with the unanimous vote
of his constituents behind him, the Honor-
able H. K. Luttrell was induced to contest
his seat, and the result of the vote was that
Wilkes had 1,148, and Luttrell had 296
votes. Thereupon the house decided that
Luttrell was elected; but that was more
than a century ago, and even then such
high-handed acts on the part of a majority
-of the House of Commons did not pass with-
out severe dsnunciation. A popular as-
gembly in our day and country would hard-
1y dare to seat a man who had not got any

7

considerable share of the votes cast.
Irregularities in Cannon’s naturalization
papers formed the nominal ground on
which Governor Murray refused the suc-
cessful candidate his credentials, but those
are really of small moment compared with
the fast that the house has just passed a
bill to destroy the institution that Cannon
defends and is a partaker in. - The depri-
vation of the Mormons by the new law of
the right to vote or hold office will make it
impossible for Cannon to make another
appearance in Washinglon as a candidate
for a seat in the house.”

et e G e G e
THE AGENCY OF MAN.

'MAN is & free moral agent, because he

is capable of distinguishing between
good and evil, right and wrong—between
what he ought, and what he ought not
to do.

Man is a free moral agent, because
he is made responsible to the laws of
both God and man for his econduet.

Man is a free moral agent, because he
instinctively judges, and acts upon that
judgment.

Responsibility, and accountability,
are the necessary results of man’s agency
—they stand related as effect to cause.

Deprive man of agency, and you de-
prive him of accountability.

“Kvery man may act in doetrine and
principle pertaining to futurity, accord-
ing to the moral agency which I ‘have
given unto them, that every man may

 be accountable for his own sins in the

day of judgment.”—Joseph the Seer,
Doe. and Cov., Dec. 16th, 1833.

MARRIAGE,
In speaking of marriage Dr. Franeis
Wayland says: “Neither party surrend-
ers control over anything pertaining to
conscience. From the nature of our
moral constitution, nothing of this sort
can be surrendered to any created being.
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For either party to interfere with the
discharge of those duties which the
other party really supposes itself to owe
to God, is therefore wicked and oppres-
sive. Neither party surrenders to the
other anything which would violate
prior obligations.”

Or the late Conference at Indepeadence,
Mo., the Independent of that city has,
among other paragraphs, the following:

“The Conference of the Church of

Christ (Latter Day Saints) are in session
in this city, and is attended by large
numbers of the members from all parts
of the union. Every train has brought
new additions to the already large num-
ber, until the city presents a very lively
appearance. It is thought that the
visit of many of them will result in the
purchase of property and becoming res-
idents. They are a good class of oiti
zens and should "be given every facility
to become residents if they wish.”

The Reorganized Chureh has a pros-
perous branch in Independence, and the
.mémbers have a good reputation.” The
wise man says, “A good name is rather
to be chosen than riches, and favor is
better than silver and gold,” (Prov. 22:

1). “All over the land, except among

the Utabh Mormons, the Reorganized

Chursh is having “favor and grace,”
with “rest in peace and safety.” Their
leaders prevent it among the Utah Mor-
mons.

«After a very interesting session of nine
days the Latter Day Saints’ world’s counfer-
ence completed all the business before it,
and adjourned to meet in Lamoni, Iowa,
next autumn. The session has been harmo-

. nious throughout, snd an immense amount
of business has been disposed of. Contrary

to expectations, nothing was done at this:

session toward perfecting the plans for the
magnificent temple to be erected in this
city, but the matter will be taken up at the
QOctober ‘meeting,
prophet, Joseph Smith, delivered the fare-
well sermonr at Wilson’s Opera-house this

evening to a very large congregation of

eitizeng,”

The president and:

The above paragraph from the Chica-
2o Times, must strike every Latter Day
Saint who loves the Chureh of Christ
as organized by Josephk Smith, the Seer,
with feelings of surprise and heartfelt
gratitude. Nearly fifty years ago the
Saints were cruelly driven from Inde-
pendence, and Jackson county, because
of their anti-slavery sentiments and ten-
dencies, their strict adherence to the doe-
trines and forms and ceremonies of
New Testament Christianity, and be
cause of their -industrial thrifi and
Yankee enterprise.

That they exceeded the bounds of
discretion in some of these matters, can
not be doubted by those who read and
believe the revelations given Joseph the

 Seer in respect to their persecution and

expulsion ;. but their errors and their
sins against the laws and discipline
of the Church could not justify their
enemies in abusing, robbing and dr1v1ng
them out.

Many of those who then persecuted
the Saints, afterwards saw and confessed
their wrong doing, and have said there
were no just grounds for the slander,
violence, and loss which the Saints safs
fered at their hands. These matters
are now better underatood than ever be-
fore, and a remarkable cheering change
is taking place all through the country
toward those Latter Day Saints who
maintain the original faith and doctrines
of the Church, and no where more
strikingly than in the places where the
Saints were g0 shamef’ully and fiercely
persecuted

Joseph the Seer, in his letter to John
C. Calboun, January 2, 1844; said as
follows: “While I have powers of body
and mind; while water runs and grass
grows; while virtue is lovely and vice
hateful; and while a stone points out a
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sacred spot where a fragment of Amer-
ican liberty once was, I or my posterity
will plead the cause of injured innocence,
until Missouri makes atonement for all
her sing, or sinks disgraced, degraded
and damned to hell, where the worm
dieth not and the fire is not quenched.”

This remarkable prediction was
penned thirty-eight years ago, and pub-
lished in the fifth volume of The Times
and Seasons. The Seer is dead, but
his “posterity’” has been pleading “the
cause of injured innocence” in many
places, in many ways, and with most
excellent results. At Nauvoo, Far West,
and in their vieinities, the name and
fame and character of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints have
been redeemed from under the cloud of
shame and reproach brought upon it by
base, bigoted persecutors outside the
Church, and by ambitious, eorrupt, and
lustful leaders inside the Church—the
last worse than the first—and now at
Independence, and in its vicinity, the
clouds are passing away, the sun of
truth and righteousness is shining, and
“graceand favor” are given to the patient,
‘prayerfui, apright Saints. Indeed, all
through our great nation, in the Can-
adas, and in Europe, the peculiar posi-
tion and dootrines of the Reorganized
Church (the president of which is one
of the “posterity” of the Seer) are becom-
ing well and favorably known; and so
the good work goes on; and who shall
say the time is far distant when the
temple promised of God in July, 1831,
and in September 22 and 23, 1832,
shall be built?

The “posterity” of the Seer has been
pleading “the cause of injured inno-
cence” in every hamles, town, city, and
nation, where the Blders of the Reorgan-
ized Church have gone; and of late

they have done so in our national Con-
gress with the purpose that “wise men
and rulers may hear and know that
which they have never considered,” that
the Lord may bring to pass his act, his
strange act, and that he may perform
his work, his strange work, and “that
men may discern between the righteous
and the wicked, saith your God.”—Doe.
and Cov., revelation Dec. 16, 1833.

The late joyous, prosperous, Confer-
ence at Independence, is one of many
ominous signs of good to the faithful
worthy Latter Day Saints.

i
gy

COALITION OF EVIDENCES.

Dear Advocate :—The arrival of your
March number, together with the Sup-
plement to the Herald, entitled, “Poly-
gamic Revelation,”” has tended to stir
up a few latent feelings, which, together
with the fact that the Hlders of the
Reorganization have been battling for
nearly thirty years against the infamy
of polygamy, and now, as if to encour-
age them, the Great Jehovah who or-
dained “the powers that be” has stirred
up the heart of our Mighty Republic to
aid them In view of ultimate sucoess,
and in order to give what little I can
contribute to further such a good cause,
I throw a grain into the scales by col-
lating a few evidences, as follows:

1st, Evidences of men. 24, Eviden-
ces of the standard books of the Church.
We begin with John Taylor:

In a book of tracts published by
Orson Prait, in England, are the min-
utes of a discussion held in France by
John Taylor and C. W. Cleve, James
Robertson, and Phillip Cater, three
ministers of different denommatlons
against him. The printed minutes bears
date July 11th, 1850. In the: eourse
of this debate John Taylor was charged

i
b i
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by his opponents with being the advo-
cate of polygamy; and in defense, as
found on page 8 of O. Pratt’s work con-
taining the report of the discussion,
Taylor said, “We are accused here of
polygamy, and actions the most indeli-
cate, obscene, and disguﬁ-ting,'sueh shat
none but a corrupt and depraved heart
could have contrived.” Taylor ther
had recourse to the Book of Doctrine
and Covenauts to vindicate himself, and
referred o page 330, which says, “Mar.
riage should be celebrated with prayer
and thanksgiving; and at the solemniza-
tion, the persons to be married standing
together, the man on the right, and the
woman on the left, shall be addressed by
the person officiating as he shall be led
by the Holy Spirit; and if there be no

legal objections, he shall say, calling.

each by their names, You both mutunally
agree to be each other’s companion, hus-
band and wife,observing the legal rights
belonging to this condition: that is,
keeping yourselves wholly for each
other and from all others during your
lives.” And when they shall have an-
swered yes, he shall pronounce them
husband and wife, in the name of the

Lord Jesue Christ, and by virtue of the

laws of the country, and authority vested
in him. Again: “Inasmuch as this
Church of Jesus Christ has been re-
proached with the erime of fornication,
and polygamy, we declare that we be-
lieve that one man should have one
wife, and one woman but one husband,
except in case of death.”

In the foregoing, if, as John Taylor
truly said, none but a corrupt and de-

pravéd heart could have contrived such-

things as they were said to be guilty of
(polygamy), why is he now an advocate
for suéh corrupt and depraved actions?
Be it remembered that he said this in

France, July, 1850; and, as Orson
Pratt published it, he, too, acquiesced
in those sentiments. Therefore, to both
the dead “champion polygamist,” and
the living oracle of it, “lie” is stamped
on their escuteheon. “Wo to them who
call evil good, and good evil.”

In Advocate for March, 1882, page
177, is a statement of H. B. Clawson,
Brigham Young’s son-in-law, to an Inter
Ocean (Chicago) reporter; in reference
to the time when the Latter Day Saints
were driven out of Nauvoo: “Polygamy
at that time (1846-7) was unknown
among those of the Mormon faith. * *
The doctrine of polygamy was not pro-
mulgated until they got to Salt Lake;
not, in fact, until some little time after

-they arrived there.”

Mrs. Fanny Stenhouse, (and she was
an Elder’s wife in Utah for many years),
gays she joined the Church in England
in 1849; and on page 48—“the reader
must remember that a¢ that time polyg-
amy was upheard of asa doctrine of
the Saints, and the blood atonement,
the doctrine that Adam is God, together
with the polytheism and priestly thede-
racy of after years, were things un-
dreams of.” ‘

We might swell the list, but let this
suffice.

2d. The testimony of the books. But
first, lot us look at this impious fraud,
par. 4 says, “For, behold, I reveal unto
you a new and everlasting covenant.”
Part of it says, ““All covenants * * are
of no efficacy, virtue or force in and
after the resurrection from the dead;
for all eontracts that are not made unto
this [polygamic] end have an énd when
men are dead.” In par. 6,¢And as per-
taining to the new and everlasting cove-
nant, it was instituted for the fullness
of my glory.” We read in Rom. 1:186,
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that “the gospel is the power of God
unto salvation,” (without polygamy).
And in Heb. 6:1-3, we are given an
epitome of the gospel; bus it says noth-
ing of “this new and everlasting cove-
pant” of polygamy which is to pullify
all others. Mark 16:16, says, “He
that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved,” without polygamy. The Doe-
trine and Covenants says that the full-
ness of God’s glory was in the gospel
revealed through His Sen. It also says,
sec. 12 (19):4; 13 (40):3; 16 (43):1,
“rely upon the things which are written,
for in them are all thinge written con-
cerning the foundation of my chureh,
my gospel, my rock.” This was given
in June, 1829, and states that in the
things, which were “written’ were all
things necessary for salvation. The
4th par. says, “Behold you have my
gospel befors you, my rock and my sal-
vation.” What was before him (Joseph)?
The Book of Mormon and Bible.

In sec. 17:2, it says, “The Book of
Mormon, which contains & record of a
fallen peeple, and the fullness of the
gospel of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles
and to the Jews also.” This polygamic
ravelation professes to contain “the full
ness,” but it is too late; for the Lord
told Joseph that the Book of DMormon
contained the fallness, and this witheut
polygamy.  See. 32 (55):2, 3, says,
“Repent, repent, and prepare ye the
way of the Lord, and make his paths.
straight; for the kingdom of heaven is
et hand; yea, repent and be baptized

even by water, and then cometh the

baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost.
Behold, verily, verily 1 say unto you,
¥ % % and ye shall
remember the church articles and cove
nants to keep them.” Here follows
some of the church articles and cove-

this 4s my gospel.

nants. Sec. 42 (13): 7. “Thoun shalt
love thy wife with 2ll thy heart, and
shall cleave unto her and none else.”
Again, sec. 49(65): 3: “And again T
say unto you, that whoso forbiddsth to
marry is not ordained of God, for mar-
riage i3 ordained of God unte man;
wherefore it is lawful that he should
have one wife, and they fwain shall be
one flesh, and all this that the earth
might answer the end of its creation.
Surely, this is the Spirit of Christ.
Hear him in nearly the same language,
Matt. 19:3-9; “And for this cause
shall a man leave his father and mother,

‘and shall eleave to his wife, (not wives)

and they #wain shall be one flesh.”
Again: Doctrine and Covenants, sec.
34:(11)3: “And there are none that
doth .good except those who are ready
t0 receive the fulness of my gospel
which I Aave sent forth uvnto this gen-
eration.” Aud to prove that Brigham
Young was to have no hand in bringing
forth “sthe fulness,” par. 4 says: “1 have
sent forth the fulness of my gospel by
the hand of my servant Joseph;” given
December, 1830. There was a “fullness”
sent forth by Joseph, without polygamy.
That could not make a fulness more full,
see sec. 39 (59):3, 5, 6; sec. 42 (13):
5-7. We now refer to the Book of
Mormon, without quoting, as the Doe-
trine and Covenants tells us s¢ many
times that the Book of Mormon contains
“the fulness of the gospel,” see Jacob
1:4;2:6-9. Mosiah 1:6;7:1; 9:25.
Book of Nephi 9:1; Ether 4:5; First
Book of Nephi 5:3. '
From all the testimonies we have
collected we fail to find a single instance
of God giving commandment, but both
in the Bible and in the Bock of Mormon
we find man who should have known
better, breaking God’s law; as for in-
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stance, while as yet the Children of
Tsrael were in the wilderness, Moses
said that the tims would come when
they would wamt a king, which did
ocour about 490 years after Moses said
i, and he prepared for it, by giving the
King a law t3 govern him when he sat
upon the throne. Deut 19:14-19, the
King was not to “multiply wives.”
David and Solomon were both Kings,
and defied the law governing them,
therefore it is no wonder that Jacob
says they did that which was “abomi-
nable,” but David shut up his wives,
(put them away). Do thou of Utah
likewise, is the prayer of one whe loves
truth. J. A. MolxTosH.

¢«UNITED STATES” LATTER DAY
SAINTS.

THE following from the Chicago Z'mes
of April Tth, is very suggestive in many

* ways, although some of the statements
are premature and somewhat exaggerat-
ed. It isa fact that the “Josephite Mor-
wons” are “United States Latter Day
Saints;” and of this they may well be
proud when we remember that the Lord
raised up our free Republic for the ex-
press purpose of planting within i, and
under its protecting banners, the King-
dom of God as foreshown by Daniel 2:
34-44, and to -other prophets and
apostles. '

Of this fact the Lord says: “I have
established vhe Constitutiou of this land”
(Doe. and Cov., Rev. Dec 16th, 1833);
and in keeping with this fact He further
says, “Let no man break the laws of the
land, for he that keepeth the laws of
God hath no need to break the laws of
the land; wherefore be subject to the
powers that be until He reigns whose
right it is to reign, and subdues all ene-
mies under his feet ”—D. O , Rev. Aug
1, 1831

“original founder of the church.

The “Josephite Mormons” hold to no
doetrine or practice that in any way

‘violates the laws of the land; but to the

contrary, all their doctrines, and the
institations thereunder, tend to strength-
en, honor, and uphold our nation and
its laws. They are justly entitled to the
name “United States Latter Day Saints,”
mentioned in this telegram :
“INDEPENDENCE, Mo., April6 —[8pecial]
The General Conference of the United
States branch of the Latter Dsy Saints’
Church, better kuown as the Young Joseph-
ite Mormons, convened here this morning,

| 2ud will probably continue in session during

the remainder of this and the whole of next
week, The conference was called to order
by the president, Joseph Smith, Jr., the
recognized head of the anti polygamous
Mormon Church., The forenoon session was
oceupied with addresses in denunciation of
the polygamous practices of the Utah Mor-
mons. The attendance is very large. Over
two hundred delegates have already arriv-
ed, and as many more are coming., During
the present session a movement will be in-
augurated for the erection of the temple in

this eity, planned in 1830 by Joseph Smith,

the translator of the Book of Mormon and

The temple
will be most magnificent, and will cost

nearly $500,000. The head center of the
Church is now at Lemoni, lowa, but Wlll be

‘removed to this ity in a near future.’
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