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CONCERNING THIS PUBLICATION

‘As Elder Charles Fry was a great uncle of mine and for some years lived
in southwest Iowa where I was raised as a boy, I was able to benefit from
his many sermons and classes in the 1ittle church there.

Some years later when he had been moved to Resthaven, I purchased the-hoie .
whers he had bsen living and acquired a conslderabls amount of the baslc
»research he .had left there for my benefit.

He confided in me on one occasion that, while he had done a conaiderable

amount of rasearch for the church (Quoqtion Time etc.), there was much of
vwhnt he consldered to be of great vorth that had not boon mnde available to
the Saints. He felt spiritually inclined to believe that it would be of

. great worth to the church in preparation for the very end.

- Elder Francis Shrunk did a great service for the church some years ago as

he, having associated with Brother Fry, copled some of the documentation
and diatributcd it am bent he oould but was not able to get it published.

1 have compared what Brother Shrunk prepared with the originals in my
posqession and have found that he was very accurate in reproducing what he
~ - bhad received from Elder Charles Fry. His distribution occurred in 1976.

It WOuld seem that tho source of acquiring and benefiting from Elder Fry's
works has ™drled up". It 1s the purrose of thig Editor to endeavor to make -
theso-thihga available once again for the benefit of the church and the king~
»dom. .

Frank Utterback, Editor «(1994)
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ABOUT "ESCHATOLOGY OR MAN'S FINAL DESTINY®

Having found that other wrltings of Charles Fry, left with me
upon his decease, have been very popular with many of the saints, 1 .
have assembled some material on another subject, the above. I am sure
most will find this equally interesting and alao I have suggested
that this article be divided into about 14 chapters, as follows:

Chapter 1."Man is a Spirit Being.le—c—ccucnmcnna ————---PRges 1-3.
Chapter 2."Present Life Determines Conditions of Future." p.3-7.
Chapter 3."The Spirit after Death: And Where?----—--—-- Pages 7-9.

Chapter 4,"How Humenity 1s Segregated in the Spirit wWorld*p.10-15
(In this chapter the scriptures are briefly examined that pertains
to each of the four classes.)

Chapter 5.%The Celestial Order.¥--——-ace——emem e ———— Pages15-18.

Chapter 6."The Celestial Order} Continued,=----- " 18-22.
(In these two chapters we follow the celestial group from
“Their choice made in this 1life," through their order in the |

spirit world, where the gospel 18 preached)to their final state.)

Chapter 7. *"The Millenium."—---ceeecmemmmemem—mea-—-Pages 22-26.

Chapter 8. *The Millenium, Continued",—=—-———-me- —— ¥ 26-28.
(In these two chapters Brother Fry deals with "The Remnants of

- Nations, or mortals "left alive", on the earth, at Christ's com-

. ing, and during the Millenium.)

Chapter 9."The Kingdom of Israel,"=—-= S ~Pages 28-31
(*Extent of sin in the Millenium," and "Whe¥e Christ and the re-
deemed will occupy during the Millenium,* carefully examined,)

Chapter 10, *Amerilca", —— e o e e e e ~~~Pages 31-33.
(Is America where the Bedeemed will be?)

_ Chapter 11.‘ "The Celestial Group Traced To Thelr Final Destinyi-

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Pages 33-38.
"(This lesson not only deals with "The Little Season," but also

how this group will be judgedjand their final Inheritance. )

Chapter. 12. *The Terrestrial Group",—~—mec—meew--= pages 38-42,
{This chapter deals with four types of people, according to the
scriptures, The Doctrine and Covenants, and other scriptures, and
takes them through their Resurrection, Judgment and Final state.)

Chapter 13, "The Course of the Telestial Class,*-~~-pPages U2-46,
(Brother Fry very ably takes this group, as he has the other two

clagses, through their choice in this 1ife, their spirit 1life, and
-their final inheritance, )

'-Chapter 14, *The Kingdom of God."- —~-Pages 47 only.

(This short subject needs to be studied alone, but as 1t relates
to the three previous classes.)

Chapter 15. "The Sons of Perdition Class | O - Pages 47-51.
(This subject deals with *Sinning against the Holy Ghost,vetc.)

I am happy that I have been able to get this material before the '
;saints. . i

E
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ESCIATOLOGY OR MAN'S FIFAL DESTINY

ot Intyoduction | » ' '
Man has always tried to look into the future. Everywhere men try

to determine what future days 6r years hold in store. Meterorology is
based on the desire to know whet the weather is going to be..Witch-
craft seeks to tell the coming events in men's lives., Commentators

. often tell us when the war is going to close or other events connectec

with 1t. Forecasts are made of elections and other events.

Probably the one thing that has concerned most is the future 1life
and what it contains in store. What are the conditions men may expect
after death? This no man by any means is able to know. He naturally
has no contacts with the other world by which to learn of its con-
ditlons, ncr can he determine by reason what is there. So little is
~known naturally that somé declare there is no future life. - ‘ '

But there 1s one source of intormation which sll do not accept.
It is revelation from God, who knows all the conditions of other
worlds as perfectly as he knows this, and whom Isaiah declare knows
the end from the beginning. God has had that concern -for man that :
. from the beginning of the world he told man of another world which the
vould meet after death, describing some of the conditions, and giving
counsel and advice as to how to prepare for the change..

This revelation goes farther and informs men that they are of dua
nature, having a living spirit dwelling within a material body; that
that spirit lived before 1t came into the flesh, and that it will live
after the body dies. It tells of different states in which men will
live and wiiich are determined by the mamner of 1life lived in this
world. I% tells of chapges to come, such as the resurrection whereby
man will be réstoﬁed to 1life in the flesh in immortality; of the judg-
“ment, of the glory with which the righteous will be crowned, and of
the misery and woe which will come to the wicked. All these and many
‘other things are revealed in the sacred scriptures containing the
‘revelations of God. :

Let us search this great story of future things, for 1t is re-
liable and true. Our books are the Bible, Inspired Version, the Book
of Mormon and the Dootrine and Covenants.

: _ Man Is a Spirit Being
The nature of man has been largely a mystery. Nature itself re- .
veals nothing beyond the physical and a little of the mental. But the
revelations of God give us some definite information on this subject, .
sufficient to supply a liberal knowledge of what man basically 1s.
The fact of man's future existence must necessarily be shown before
taking up his future experiences, ‘

"Man 1s Spirit," (D C 90:5) is the voice of revelation. The body
is but the tabernacle in which the spirit dwells. An ancient prophet
says, "There is a spirit in man."(Job 32:8). God deals with man on thaf
basis; he does not deal with clay only.

The Bible tells of two separate creations of man. ''he first was
on the sixth day; the second was after the seventh day. The first
creation included all men, male and female, in spirit form, .for at the
close of the sixth day the Lord said, "Thus the heavens and the earth
were finished, and all the hosts of them," (Gen. 2:1), the host re-
ferring to man, In the second creation, which was physical, Adam was
made from the dust of the earth,
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The Inspired Version tells us that God created all things "Epiiit“
ually before they were naturally upon the earth." And further, "I the
Lord God had created all the children of' men,-and nbt yet a man to till
the ground, for in heaven created I them, and there was not flesh upon
the earth." Enoch later saw "the spirits which God had created."(Gen.
6:38). The Lord told the Brother of Jared, "Yea, even all men were
created in the beginning, after mine own image." (Ether 1:80).

Spirit is the basis of all life. According to the scriptures
matter becomes alive only when life itself, which is spiritual, enters
into it and dwells there. This is true of the vegetable world as well
as the animal. lew forms do not come into existence except by the im-
planting of 1life in the seed, which life by development takes on
material elements to form, each seed its own body. Whenever the spirit
of life departs the Lody becomes dead as it was bhefore life entered.
The Lord says, "All things were before created{that is before Adam
was made from the dust), but spiritually were they created and made,
according to my word." (Gen. 2:9) And of the vegetable world 1t was
said of the tree, that "it was spiritual in the day that I created it!
(verse 11). And of the animals,  "they were also 1iviné;souls; for I,
God, had breathed into them the breath of life."(v. 2 ). And again,

he Lord has said, "By the power of my Spirit I created them, yea, all
things both spiritual and temporal; firstly spiritual, secondly tem-
poral,...Wherefore...all things unto me are spiritual."(D C 28:8-9).
A later revelation states, "Man was also in the beginning with God;
...Spirit and element, inseparably connected, receiveth a fullness of
joy; and when separated, man can not receive a& fulness of joy." "Every
spirit of man was innocent in the begimming." (D C90:5-6)

“‘There it one fact running through all these scriptures; viz.,
that men first existed as spirits, created of “God as such, and were
possessed of intelligence and will while 1living in the gpirit state
before coming to this world; and that in coming here the spirit in-
habits the fleshly bodies as tahernacles. 1t means that intelligence
and will are not qualities of the flesh but of the spirit,.

The earth will not go on forever in its present state; neither
will men be continually born into the world without 1imit, for God
holdg in reserve only the spirits of men which he created in the be-
ginning. kKnowing the end of his purpose he created men to the number.
required and that on the sixth day of his creative work pertaining to
this world. It is plainly stated that after this work was done that
"I, God ended my work, and all things which I had mede, and I rested
on the seventh day from all my work." There was an end to the spirit--
ual creation when no more spirits were made. ( Gen. 2:2). ' '

This gives meaning and force to the statement of Malachi(2:15)

~ where the principle of one companion in wedlock is being taught or
urged. "And did he not make one?(that is one female for one male; so
that the sexps wore equal). Yet he had the residue of the spirit,

- {God could have made more females than males had he so purposed, but
‘he did not). And whereof one? That he might seek a Godly seed. There-
fore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against
the wife of tuy youth". The Lord in latter. day revelation touching
“upon this same point says, "Marriage is ordained unto man; wherefore .
1t is lawful that he should have one wife, and they twain shall be one
flesh, and all this that the earth might answer the -end of its creat-
ion; that it might be filled with the measure of man, according to
his creation before the world was made." (D C 49:3),
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. , ) 3 .
"What is to come when the earth has"filled the measure of its
“Creation," when the spirits of men have all found place in the flesh
- and there are no more to come? The Lord tells: "Thereforé, it must
‘needs be sanctified from all unrighteousness, that it may be prepared
- for the celestial glory; for after it hath filled "the measure of its
creation, it shall be crowned with glory, even with the presence of
- God the‘Father, that bodies who are of the celestial kingdom may pos-
"sess it for ever and ever, for for this intent was it made and ére—

ated." ( D C 85:4) e A ~

The followirg texts not only show that men lived as Spirlts he-
" fore they came in' the flesh, but that they had their free agency or
freewill, in the oxercise of which some became exceedingly righteous,

- and others oxoopuwngiy w*ckod some of the latter going so far in Bin

that they were cast off{ as jrreoeem(ale, and became sons of perdition,.
They bccame fallen anpe?s their leader Lucifer becoming known as the
devil and Satan. It .is sald that he l1led away one third part of all
that God had created. By their transgression they forfeited their
right of 1ife in the flesh and thoir hope of eternal life in the king-
dom:of God. The scriptures. say of them, "They are reserved in chains
of darknéss, until the Judrm@nt of the great day." Their end is eter-
- nal banishm‘nt from the presence of God to dwell in self-chosen misery
and darkness.

D'C 90:5-Man was also in the beginning with God,
V Alma 9: 6,--Br1np called and. prepared from the foundation of the
- world, according to the foreknowledge of.God, on account of their ex-

'ceedlng great faith and £ood works. In the first place being left to .
choose good or ~vil. Thercfore they having chosen good and exercis-
ing great faith are called,

Gen. 3:4-Satan rebelled- against me and sought to destrov the agency
of man which I, the Lord God, had given him.

D. C. 28:10; Geon. 3l uer. 1:5.

Jesus exnresged the diqtlnctlon hetween body and spirit when he
sald, "Fear not them who are able to kill the body, but are not able
to k111 the soul; but rather fear him who is able to destroy both
soul-and body in hell,"(Matt. 10:25) And again, "The spirit is willing
but the flesh is wpak."(hatt 26:38). In the 11ght of these statements
there is left no doubt to us that man is composed of spirit and body;
that the bedy can.die while the spirit can not die, that is in the
same vay as the body dies. Men may kill the hody but they can not so
injure the spirit. The deafh of the body does nct mean the death ofthe
spirit.. . A

In the present 1ife spirit and body are temporarlly united and
are separabic. "It is appointed unto men once to die." Death is but
‘the separation of the spirit from the body.

Fresent Life Determines Conditions of Future

There is a natural law of recompense- a relation between cause
and effect, the nature of the first pa551nﬁ over to the second. Man
is related to the great universe and when he lives in harmony wlth
its laws Me is preserved thereby. But when he attempts to go contrary
to law he puts himself at variance with the universe and its eternal
laws which can not hut operate against him and he suffers. This truth
is expressed %y ¥aul: "Uhatsoever a man soweth that shall he also”
reap.* (Gal. 5:7). "Fvery transgression and disobedience recelived a
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' “That which is governed by law

. grows until "all things are possible with God."

| - ' b,
- Just recompense of reward."(Heb. 2:2), And Jesus, "He shall reward
every man according to his works."(Matt. 16:30). "That which is pov-
erned by law, is also preserved by law, and perfected and sanctified
by the same,"(D C 85:8?. ‘

The future 1% tied to thépresent. Time moves on into eternity
in which the seeds of present sowing bring forth their harvest of good
or evil, every seed "after its own kind." To some minor degree the
frultage of present sowing is reached in this 1life, but the greater
harvest awaits for eternity to bring forth. It is sure and certain.

‘ This life is the time of sowing, or to use a different figure,

it 1s the time of building-the building of character in preparation

for the greater life in eternity. This 1ife is not all of life; nelther
1s death the end of man. We are in a period of preparation; we are
apprentices learning the trade of living in readiness for eternity.
Alma says, "This life became a probatlionary state; a time to prepare

to meet God; a time to prepare for that endless state." "Yea, bhehold
the day of this 1life is the day for men to perform their labors...For
after this 1life,..then cometh the night of darkness, wherein there

can be no labor performed." (Alma 9:41; 16:228-230)

v Much is heard of probation after death; of repentance and salvat-
ion after death, The teaching of scripture A§h§hﬁﬁ probation is in
“this life. Repentance 1is possible in the spirit world by which sal-
vation may be secured, but it must bhe rememhered that repentance
“there has its limits and by no means opens up the same opportunities
as arc given to men in.this 1life. The scriptures. are replete with
evidences showlng that men enter the future life with the character
which they have formed here, and that that character is in the main
fixed for eternity. This does not mean that there will be no develop-
ment on the other side, hut the development will be within the hounds
which a man's character will permit. In other words, a man's character
formed in this life determines his capability and capacity for fut-
ure development, ‘ o , ’
: Four general groups or classifications are given in scripture
. into which humanity divides itself, and of whieh God takes cognlzance.
These classifications reach over into eternity though they are deter-
mined here, They are, begimming with the highest, the celestial, the
terrestrial, the telestial, and perdition. (See 1 Cor. 15:40-42; Johm
5:25-29; D C 75; 85:27-30; 45:7,10; Alma 19:57-70; 1 Nephi 4:48-562),

~ The gospel of Jesus Christ leaves man to fight against opposition;
“"to subdue evil within himself, and to build up righteousness to the
perfecting of his soul. ie does this hy obedience to divine law.
‘ is also preserved by law, and perfect-
ed and sanctified by the‘same.ﬁ Cbedience 1is man's duty, and that God
can not do for him, If a man sets himself to the task and .finds that
- past sins “inder or stand in the way of his accomplishment, the Lord
removes the obstacles by forgiveness. If in his effort he finds the
task too great for his strength the Lord adds to him strength suf-
ficient for his need. "As many as received him, to them gave he power
- to become the sons of God."(John 1:12), But always the initiative is
with man, and always must man exercise his power to the full. The
~Lord gives only what he lacks. The commandment 1s "with all thy might,
mind, and strength." Only in this way can a man become strong in his
- own right, and only in this way can a man develop his capacity for
service and responsibility; in other words develop character. God
supplies every needful help and blessing, and as man grows the help
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. . - . 5.

; What is, character but the measure of a man's capacity to receive
and to use the gifts, and power, and the glory of' God? "He who is not
able to abide the lew of a celestial kingdom, can not abide a ctlestial
glory".(D C 85:5), No matter how willing the Lord might be to give him
celestial glory, he can not do so because the man is unable to re--
ceive or bear it, much less to use it., Were it forced upon him it would
only be to his destruction. God glves tv:every man in his kingdom.all
that he is capable of receiving and using according to his capaclty.
No man could ask for more. It is said that even the wicked who are con-
demned. in the day -of judgment will confess that God's judgments. are
Just, and that his salvation 'is to every man that believeth on his

- name, and that bringeth forth meet for repentance. (Alma 9:26-27)

. That a man's estate in the future world is determined by his pre-
paration here 1s strongly tauvght by Alma. In the resurrection, he says,
evil will be restored for evil, and gooud for good, men being "ralsed
to endless happiness, to inherit the kingdom of God, or to endless
misery, to inherit the kingdonm i’ the dcvil." The "one railsed to hap-
piness according to his desircs »f happiaess; o@ good, according to
his desires of good; and the oiher Lo evil, according to his deslires
of evil." (19:6?-685..Whatever a man has made of himself in this 1life
that is what he will be in'the resurrection.

‘Faith in Christ and obedience to his gospel in this 1life brings
the pift of the Holy Spilerit. Iig purtose i1s to help the soul on In its
development and preparation for the greater powers and opportunitles
of the life to come. Of this Spirii the Lord says, "That through the
power and manifestotion. of the Spirit, while in the flesh, they may
be able to bear his presence in the world of glory." (D C 75:8). With-
out development and preparation under the Spirit of God in this life,

-

no man will be ahie tn bear the highest glory of God.

‘Again we read. “This 1life is the time for men to prepare to meet
God, yea, behold,. the day of this life 1s the day for men to perform
~their labors." (Alma 16:228). "The same spirit which doth possess your
bodies at the time ye o out of this life, that same spirit will have
power to possess your body. in that eternal world." (verse 232)

Some have supnoscd that men will have the same opportunities in
the spirit world for building of character and preparation to dwell
with God as here.. But it must not be forgotten that such preparation
is the preparation of the soul which the Lord says is the spirit and
body united, and betwren death and the resurrection the-body is non-
existent; and consccuently that preparation cannot be made.Alma is
clear on this, "After this day of life,...if we do not -improve our
time while in this 1life, then cometh the night of darkness, whercln
there can be no labor performed." (v 230).

In the early days of the world the Lord revealed that men deter-
mined by nresent action their final destiny., He said:

"They have gone astray, and have denied me, and have sought their
own counsels in the dark; and in their own abominations have they de-
‘vised murder, and have not kept the commandments which I gave unto
their father Adam. Wherefore they have foresworn themsel¥es, and by
their oaths have brought upon themselves death. And an hell I have
- prepared for them, if they repent not."Gen. 6:29-31, IV,
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6.

. Reasoning upon this point Faul sets forth that as there are diff-
erent kinds of flesh, such as that of men, of beasts, of fish, and of
birds; so in the spiritual sense there are celestial bodles, terres-
trial bodies, and telestial bodies, all being different.le further
reagons that as the seed of wheat, or other seeds, produces "every
seed his own body," so with men in the resurrection; bodies that are
celestial at death will be celestiel in the resurrection, end so with
others, every man receiving according to that which he sows. (See 1 Cor.
15 ). This.is true nctwithstanding men are raiged with changed bodies,
spiritual and immortal) bodies instead of carnal and mortal as they
are lain down,., This change from mortality to immortality comes to all
regardless of- theilr standing, but in addition to that change other
changes are experienced as determined by worthiness and preparation.

'~ The Lord speaks of some who in the day of visitation of jJudgment,
seeing death coming upon them, saying, "The harvest is past, the sum-
mer is ended, and my soul is not saved."(D C 56:5), Their manner of
life when they came to die brought them the consclousness that their
destiny was fixed. There was no prospect of it being changed in the
next world. : : :

It is possible for man to sin so deeply in this life, and so com-
pletely, that he by his sin drives the Holy Spirit from his soul once
- for all, and he loses all power of life. Under such circumstances he

~becomes spiritually dead, and his place with the unsaved is already
determined. John says, "There is a sin unto death." (1 John 5:16).,
and"there 1s a2 sin not unto death." The Lord says he forgiveth sins
unto those "who have.not sinned unto death." (D C é4:2).

-~ The scriptures teach that the obedient and righteous are sealed
~up even in this world unto eternalilife. John tells of seeing an angel-
coming down with a seal to seal the servants. of God. (Rev. 7:2,3).

Faul said to the saints that "after ye believeth, ye were sealed wlth
that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest(surety, pledge,
guarantee,) of our inheritance." And again, "Grieve not the Holy Spirit
ghgreby ve ?re'sealed,unto the day of redemption." (Ephi: 1:13; 4:30;

v or, 1:22). :

. Latter day instruction is the same. Referring to those of the cel-
estial order in this life the Lord says they are "cleansed from all
sins, and recelve the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands, and over-
come by faith and are sealed by that Holy Snirit of promise, which the
Father sheds forth on all those who are just and true."( 76:5). And
again, "This Comforter is the promise(guerantee) which I give unto you
of eternal life; even the glory of the celestial kingdom." It is also
said the elders shall have power over whom the Father bears record"to
seal them up unto everlasting life." (D C 68:1; 85:2) S

: Likewise the wicked may be sealed to eternal death, The servants
of God in the last days were to have power as pertaining te those who
rejected the volce of the Lord, and received not his servants, to
"seal up the testimony, and bind up the law," so that the wicked "were
“delivered over unto darkness, these shall go away into outer darkness.'
( b C 103:13). As the righteous are sealed uvp unto eternal life by
the Holy Spirit, so the wicked are sealed up unto eternal death by
the spirit of the adversary, even as Alma says, "If ye have procras-
‘tinated the day Of your repentance, even until death, beshold you have .
become subjected to the spirit of the devll, and he doth seal you his..
. The devil hath all power over you." (Alma 16:233).

- ' . ) S L]
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Men come under one of two spirits; either the Spirit of God or the

spirit of the devil,. Possession in this 1life of the Spirit of God 1is
a guarantee of eternal life; possession in this 1ife.until death of the
spirit -of the evil one, is also a guarantee of spiritual death, for

"he doth seal you his." Alma says further of this, "That same spirit
which doth posess your bodles at the time ye go out of this 1life, that
same spirit will have power to possess your bodies in that eternal
- world." What could be plainer as showing that what a man becomes by

hig life here determines what will be in the eternal world?(Alma 16:232)

- If a man is ashamed of Christ and is unwilling to bear his name
in this world, of him Christ will be ashamed when he comes, and he
saya, "They shall not have part in that resurrection when he cometh."
- ( Mark g:41-42), We give one more scripture from latter day revelation.

- "They who believe not on your words, and are notbaptized in water
~-in my name, for the remission of their sins; that they may recelve the
"Holy Ghost, shall he damned, and shall not come into my Father's

kingdom, where my Father and I am." (D C 83:12). :

- Fresent’ opportunities ‘are indeed precious: In each act in each
day we are making up the character which shall be ours for eternity.
The spirit we entertain and welcome into our souls will do its work
for-good or 111, and will seal us up to eternal life or eternal death.
Wt are building ourselves for- -eternity. That is what gives meaning .

- _and force to this present 1life. Now is the time of our opportunity;

"now is the day of salvation. " (2 Cor. 6:2) N
| Tme Spirit After Death: What And Where?

WE' have already seen that man was created a spirit being before
he was formed in the flesh. It now remains to show that man continues
to 1ive as a spirit after  the death of the body, death being but the
separation of the living spirit from the earthly matter in which it
has dwelt, leaving the house empty and dead..

- Jesus sald, "Fear not them who are able to kill the body, but
are not able to kill the soul; but rather fear him who is able to des-
troy both soul and body in hell."{(Matt. 10:25). The body can be killed
- and 1t can die, »ut there is no hint that the spirit dies. At death
- the spirit lives on even as Christ himself and the penitent thief, who
both, according to Christ's forecast, went .to paradise after their
"~ crucifixion. Moses and Elias, long since dead, still lived in the
~spirit and appeared to Christ and three disciples on the mount of trans--
figuration and talked with them. They were still alive.

Spealing from the burning bush God said to lMoses, "I am the God
of ‘thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob." And Jesus quoting %this statement, adds, "God is not the God
of the dead, but of the living." Abraham had long been dead when this
statement was first uttered from the bush, and had he been dead in
spirit as well as body, Christ could not have made his statement. God
did not say "I was the God of Abraham,"” but"I Am." present tense,
and-says "God is not the God of the dead, but of the living," which
was the same  as saying, "Abraham lives today, and God is still his
God." It means that Abraham still lived. (Exodus 3:6; Matt. 22:31)

This gréat truti that''Abraham, like Moses and Elias, was still
living in the s»nirit, is further shown in the parable of the rich man
and Lazarus, in which Abraham is depicted as being concerned in the
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affairs of the spirit world, receiving into his company the righteous
Lazarus, and renroving the unrighteous Dives for the selfishness of
his life (See Matt. 22:31; Exodus 3:6} Matt. 27%48; Luke 15:24-35),
According to the parable the rich man and Lazarus were both not only
alive after death, but were consclously active, and capable of exper-
iencing joy and sorrow, having memory of their earth life,

That spirit life after deabh is true of all men is shown by Feter!
teaching that the "gospel is preached to them that are dead," and that
they dild "live in the spirit aceording to the will of God." He says
that Christ"went and preached unto the spirits in prison," including
those who perished in.the flood. Think of itl Thousands of years after
-they had sufferesd {hna vhysical death they were still 311Ve, and in the
spirit world received the nerciful anistfablox cf Christ. Thts agrees
with the teachings of. the Inspired V-a:rsion in Genesis where the Lord
saild of the wicked of that day, "An h211 I have prepared for them if
they repent not," and "many have believed not, and have perished in

~ their sins, and are looking forth with fear, in torment, for the fiery
indignation of the wrath of God to be poured out upon them." Enoch was
further shown that .these 1éng—suffering prisoners in the spirit’world,

many of them, repented at Christ's visitation and found release, whlle

the unrepentant were "reserved in chains of darkness until the judg- .
ment of the great day.“ A1l of these statements are clear and positive

as to the continued 1life of the spirit of man after death. (1 Pet.3:19-
205 4:6; Gen. 6:30; 7:1; 7:44-k5, 64).

Read Ezekiel 31 for the Lord's own account of what becomes of

- .the wicked after death, when they go down to the grave. Speaking of

Fharoah he said, "I cast him down to hell with them that descend into
the pit...They also went down into hell with him." There were others
already there, "them that be slain with the sword." and:the "strong

. among the mighty shall speak to him out of the midst of hell," That

is where they went; and the Lord said, "Ashur 1s there and all her
company; his graves are about him; all of them slain.,.There is Elam
and all her multitude. ... There is Mesheck, Tubal, and all her mult-
itude, ...There is Edom, her kings, and all her princes. .. .ihere be
. the princes of the north all of them, and all the Z2idonians, which
are gone down with the slain. ... Pharoah shall see them, &nd shall
be comforted over all his: multitude."

Jesus knew these scriptures and understood and his teachlings were
in harmony therewith. He told the people of Capernaum who had exalted
themselves in wicked pride that thou "shalt be brought down to hell."
He warned others of like experience if they continued in sin, (Matt

11:25; 5:27,31,34; 23:30).

. The wise man’ understood that.when the body returns to the earth:
as it was, the "spirit shall return unto God who gave it." (Ecel. 12:7)

‘Alma, in answer ‘to prayer for light, received instruction from

an angel: affirming that the spirits of all men, as goon as they leave

the body, "are taken home Lo that God who gove them 1life."

_ "And then it ‘shall come to pass that the spirits of those who
are righteous, are received into a state of happiness, which is called
- paradise; a state of rest; a state of peace... The spirits of the
~-wilcked. ,.ahall be cast out into outer darkness; there shall be weep-
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1ng, and wailing and- vnashing of teeth.”~A1ma 19:43-45, .

In the spirit world the righteous and the wicked are both con-
scious of their conditlon, he righteous having joy, and the wicked
misery and woe. Alma describes further the condition of the wicked,
"Now this 1s the state of the souls of the wicked, in darkness, and a
state of awful, fearful, looking for, of the fierv indignation of the
wrath of God upon them.“ They remain in these conditions untll the
time of thelr resurrectlon.

Lnos had assurance of a future life beyond the grave., In his 0ld
age ne wrotc, "I soon go to the place of my rest, which is with my~
Redeemer; for I know that in him I shall £ind rest." (Enos 1:45)

King Denjamin, who was also a prophet, by faith looked forward
to the spirit life, &nd having. lived vprightly before his people he
anticipated that when he went to his grave "I might go down in peace,
~and my  immortal spirit.may join the choirs ahove in singing the praises
of a just God." (los. 1:85). e warns those who continue in sin, fol-
~low1ng the evil one, that the Ydemands of divine justice doth awalken
- his immortal soul to a 11volv sense of his own guilt, which doth cause
him to shrink from the presence of the Lord, and doth i1l his breast
‘with guilt, and pain, and anguish, which is like an unquenchable fire"
-The wicked are not only consciocus, but their misery and sufferings -
'§rou ouvt of that consciousness based on the memories of their own sins, .
"It is not God who punlshes, dlreotly, the man punishes hlmself The
fires of hell burn not from without, but from w1th1n a man's own- soul;

thcy are*the fires of" conscience, and they are 1iphted by sin 6f "the
man's oun cholce or d01ng.

A Turnlﬂg t6 the Dootriﬁe ahd Cotenaiits weé find this book in agree-
ment with other scriptufe. liere the Lord says, "I am the same which
".have taken the Zion of Bnoch into mine own bosom; and verily 1 say,
cven as many as have believed on my name, for I am Christ." (D C 38: 1)
A1l the righteous are received by Christ unto himself at death, and
their joy must be complete. But the wicked, he says, "I have kept in
chains of darkness until the judgment of the great day,..anﬁ even so
I will cause thé wicked to be kept that will not hear my voice -but
narden their hearts, and woe, woe, woe is their doom." These divine
utterances assure us that all men, whether righteous or unrighiteous,

live in the spirit after doatn and that conscious experience still
goes on, .

Perhaps the most complete and particular account of the departed
spirits of men is found in Doctrine and Covenants 76. It is the re-
cord of a vision, or series of visions, given of Cod through the Xoly
Spirit to Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon, in which they saw the spirit
world wich its people divided into their several classifications, each

class in its own place and under 1ts own proper conditions. All were
very much alive.

A1l the scrlptures, an01ent and modern, from the eastern hemis—
phere and from thie western, tell the same story relative to the future
life of man, that he lives after death in the spirit, having conscious
‘experience of joy or sorrow, hanpiness or misery; some with Christ,
some in hopeless darkness, and others in other degrees of joy or sor-
row, This life is not all of life. Death is only the death of the body
when the spirit goes out. The spirit does not die as the body dies,
but continues to fuaction uncer the conditions nrovided of God as have
been chosen by the soul's manner of life in this world..
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How Humanity Is Segregated In The Spirit Worid.

Men, in this present life of mortality, are associated together
in one great humanity, every community, every town and city, having
persons of all types and classifications. The good, bad and indiffer-
ent live together; the innocent suffering from the sins of the guilty
and the guilty benefitting from the good works of the righteous. All
are touched by sin and suffer its econsequences either guiltily or in-~
nocently. All suffer injustices, oppressions, bondage; and all enjoy
thelgrivileges of truth, liberty, faith and hope. Humanity makes one
world. ‘ '

But not so in the spirit world. Men are segregated according to
their conditions and characters intn separate groups, and are located
in separate and distinct places.. They no longer remain togethcr but
every man finds his own place. There humanity is divided into four
general groups, and the groun or place to which each man is assigned
is not determined arbitrarily by God but by the man‘himself in this
life, for character is what a man makes of himself by his ouwn frce: .’
choices, and not something that even God can give him.

In many instances the scriptures seem to mention but two :classes
in the future world-the "sheep and the goats," the "just and the un-
just", the "first resurrection and the last resurrection,"; "the
saved and the unsaved," etc.,. Neph1 empha51zes this view when he
says, "The final state of the souls of men is to dwell in the kingdom
of God or to be cast out." (1 Nephi 4:61). And Abinadi agrees, "If
they be good, to the resurrection of endless life and happiness, and
if they be ev11, to the resurrection of enﬂless damnation,"(lios.8:84).
And Alma, "Raised to endless happiness to inherit the klngdom of God,
or to ennless misery to inherit the kingdom of the devil." (Alma 19
67). Jesus and ethers taught simllarly ‘

But other scrlptures, while apreeing with two yeneral claseiflcatlons
go farther in sub-dividing the righteous into three separate classes,
all of which are in the kingdom of God, but characterized by different
glorles and rewards, as described by Paul in 1 Corinthians 1), and ‘
other places, thus making four divisions as we have before mentioned.
For convenience in this study-we number the divisions as follows:

1. celestial; 2, terrestrial; 3. telestial; 4. perdltlon, and set-
forth the scriptures which describe them.

We shall first notice the several scrlptures whlch p01nt to this
division into four classes:

D-C 85:5. definitely reveals this four—point claqsification, and
shows the basis of the division to be-in men rather than in any arbit-
rary decision of God. A man's attitude and course of action in this
1ife make up his standing before God, and at death he finds his place
- with those of like character according to lelne app01ntment.;‘Lct :
us notice these groups one by one.

1. Celestial. "Phey who are sanctified by the law which I have
given unto you, even the law of Christ." "He who is not ahle to abide
the law of a celestial kingdom, can not abide a celestial glory."
This law 1s the fullness of the gospel, 1ncludlng faith in God; com-
plete repentance from all sin and error; baptism in water aocordlng v
to the divine apnointment; the attginment of the new birth or baptism-
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of the Holy Ghost; and continuing development toward sanctification
and perfection of character. These things are the essence of the cel-
- estial law, and the man who comes up to them alipgns himself with the
‘celestial order even in this world, and at death is prepared to con-
tinue on in that order in the celestial world, not immediately in 1its
fulness, but in line toward a fullness, This will be- shown later.

2. Terrestrial, The quotation already given, that "He who is not
‘able to abide the law of a celestial kingdom, can not abide a celest-
jal glory;" not only establishes the existence of a celestial class,

" but also shows that some will not be worthy of that condition or place.

There must be another class. So we read, "And he who is.not able to .

abide the law of a terrestrial kingdom, can not abide a terrestrial

glory." So here are some who can‘neither abide the law nor the glory

- of the celestial order,. or who are unwilling to do so, and these oc-
~cupy elsewhere-in the terrestrial order,and in the tprrectrial world.
 They constitute a class by themselves, In this 1life they were good
‘people, as men count goodness, but lived the divine law only in part.
“Their glory in the eternal world is proportionate with their life and
'character here. '

3. Telestial, But others do not come: up even to the standard of
the terrestrial law,” ahd therefore can not abide a terrestrial glory,

" and. consequently belong to'still a third class known as -the telestial
order, They are the people who retain some good qualities and have

" some good works and. good desires to their credit, but whose lives -
have been given to indulgence in sinful things, some of them of a most
grievous nature. Thelr lives have unfitted them for participation
with those of the higher qlories. They helong to the telestial,

"4, Perdition. But the revelation says there will be those who
"can not abide the law of a telestial kingdom," nor a telestial -glory.

Sinoe the three orders mentioned include all who are saved, 1t immed-
jately appears that those who are unworthy of &ny of these three con-

ditions of glory, must be the unsaved, and they belong to a fourth
class havinhg a separate place in the future world. The Lord says of
such, "Therefore he must abide a kingdom which is not a kingdom of
glory " They are they who by ‘extreme sin and rebellion against God
have made it impossible to enter into his glory; they are the ones of
whom Jesus said "are cast into outer darkness."

By his diligence or his negligence in relation to the law of
Christ; by his loyalty or his rebellion toward God and everything
that is CGodly, are a man's cla831f1cat10n and destiny determined for
eternity, beginning in this life. The way of life is like a modern
highway ‘divided into lanes by ‘lines painted upon the pavement, which
lanes eventually lead into divergent ways and to different destinat~
long .For ar £imc 1t 1is possible to choange ‘from one” lane to anothof,,
the lane and the destination being matters ofchalce, but sooner or
later the point is reached where change is no- 1onger possible from
one lane to another for the ways separate, no longer running parallel,
and have barriers between, Then his destination is certain. Mortal
life divides into four lanes, and men by their own wills move into
one op the other, perhapsdhanging fromme to another. But at death
the life lanes separate into distinct highwlys 1ead1ng to different
ends., No more can a man change to a new lane or aim for a different
goal. Opportunity does mot last for ever., Life, too, 1s a one way
course. llen can not return and start again. -
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D.C. 85:27-30. This scripture also sets forth the four divisions
into which humanity divides, each being clearly defined.

1, At the sounding of the trump of God at the coming of Christ the
saints who are living are to be quickened and caught up to meet the
Lord, Those also vwho have died will be brought forth by the resurrect-
lon and be caught up. "They are Christ's, the first fruits; they who
shall descend with him first, and they who are on the earth and in
their graves, who are first caught up to meet him." These are of the
celestial order, ‘

2. At a second trump comes the redemptlon of those "who are Christ's
at his coming; who have received their part in that prison which is
prepared for them, that they might receive the gospel and be judged
according to men in the flesh." These are not the saints who have -
accepted the gospel on earth(except possibiy for some indifferent ones)
They belong to a second class, and though saved, are not saved in the
celestial kingdom, for the Lord said, "that thev must 1nhor1t another
kinrdom." They are of the terrestrla] order.

3. But a thlrd trump sounds for a third class, not to be recsurrected
however as yet, like the first two, for "then cometh the spirits of
men who are to be judged, and are found undcr condemnation: and thesec
are the rest of the dead, and they live not again until the thousand
years are ondcd." These are the telestial order, and are not worthy

- of the first resurrection, and must abide in the spirit state under
duress and misery for a tlousand years until the last resurrection
‘brings- them forth to be judged of God. These will eventually find

- salvation bvt in a kingdom of inferior glory.

L,.A fourth trumn then sounds the proclamatign to a fourth class
which do not have part with the wicked of the third class whose punish—
ment. is reformatory and by which they are prepared for salvation in
- the telestial world, but this last group “are found among those who
~are to remain until that great and last day, even the end,".Their
state is not recformasory but as stated in another place they are "kept
in chains of darkness until the judgment of the great day," in which
condition-they are "looking forth with fear, in torment, for the fiery
‘indignation of the wrath of God." The extremity of thcir wickedness
- and- rebellion has been such as to cause them to forfeit their opportun-

ity for salvation. They remain in their hopeless misery until the last
resurrection when they are brought forth to judgment, and heing still
under sin are cast out. They are they who are to "pemain filthy still,
and who are sent away with the devil and his angels.

D C 85:6. Agaln the Lord sets forth the four classes into which hum.-
anity is divided, leaving no doubt as to the fact and nature of the
division. They are the same as already noticed.

1. "They who are.- of a celest1al spirit shall receive the same body,.
which was a natural body:even ye shall receive your bodies, and your
glory shall bé that glory by which your bodies are qulckencd.“ These
are of the celestial order, the -highest of all, and in their resur-
rection the Lord savs they "are quickenecd by a portlon of the ccles-
© tial g}OPV’"(tnC fullness not belng reached until after the thousand
) ypars

2. Now is mentioned another class "They who are qulckened by a por~'
tion of the terrestrial. glory(ln ‘the resurrection) shall then (at the
'>1ast dav) recelve of the same, even a fulness," a fulness, not of the
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celestial but of the terrestrial glory. Thelr lIives in this world fit- -
. *ted them into the terrestrial order,’'and in the spirit world they be-
long to that order, and in the resurrection they come forth in that
order, and even after the judgment day when all men reach their final
destiny, they are to remain in that order though receiving of its .
Rlory to the full.

3. Those of the third order known as the teleatial though not. com-
ing up in the resurrection until after the thousand vears, are never-
theless brought forth to eternal 1ife by "a portion of the telestial
glory," and after the judgment when they -are assigned to their final
place, like all the others, they "shall then recelve of the same, even
a fullness." : . : :

4, Then there are those who remain; that is the remainder of hum-
anity, which have not been raised to glory because they are not pre-
pared to receive it. Last of all they are resurrected, for the Lord '
says, "They who remain shall also.be quickened; nevertheless they -
shall return again to their own place, to enjoy that which they are
willing to receive, because they wére not willing to.enjoy. that which.
they might have received." They are not raised to glory or salvation;
but were raised from a hell of misery and woe onlv to go back to the
same conditions both bhody and soul.

In each instance that which brought men 1nto these several and
distinect groups, the general conditions of which are permanently fixed,
is human conduct in this life. The divisions exist in the spirit world

_ that is after death, and they continue into the resurrection and eter-u-
nity. We know of no 'hint in the scriptures of men passing from one
class to another, though there are one or two passages which have been
‘used, erroxneously, in support of that idea, .

1 Cor.15:39-44., The apostle Faul is here writing to the church—»
those who expect salvation-and dealing with their resurrection. He
mentions only three of the four groups in this instance, though in
other places he refers to the fourth. As to the three hé is véry ex-
pliclit in affirming that they have their beginnings in this life, com--
varing the different conditions of men in the flesh to the differences
of the flesh of other creatures, saying "There is one kind of flesh
of men, another of beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds."

He then goes on to apply his illustration to men as follows:

."Also celestial bodles," to which he adds another 1llustration:
“There is one glory of the sun,“ which glory is manifest in the res-
urrection., But it ig to be observed that the conditions and qualificat-
ions w1iich align men in that class are those which develop here..

2. "And bodiles terrestrial,” who are further compared as being like
the moon in comparison with the sun in glory. These are the second
class again, vhose moon glory appears in their resurrection and which.
is what they have lived for in this life.

3. "And bodies telestial," who are compared with the stavs in glory.
These are the third class who inherit the smallest degree of glory.

L, As showing that Faul was not unaware of the fourth class which
he did not mention in connection with the three, we find him giving
a lengthy description of it in Romans 1:18-32, zInspired Version).
They are the men "who love not the truth, but remain in unrighteous-
ness, after that which may be known of God is manifest to them, "where-
fore, God gave them up to uncleanness,..»and to a reprobate mind.
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They refused the Spirit of God by which they might have been cleansed
ahd preferred to continue in sin which led to depravity. God gave them
up and their condition was that of"sons of perdition.’

D C 76, Yet another sccount of the segregation of humanity. In this
revelation 18 contained the most complete account of each of the four
classes with their different personnel and different conditions., The
account is too lengthy to quote here, but we notice each one briefly:

1, "Concerning them who come forth in the resurrection of the just:
They- are they who recelve the testimony of Jesus, and belleved on his
name, and were baptized after the manner of his burial,..washed and
cleansed from all their sins,;.received the Holy Spirit,..and who
overcome by faith." All these things were accomplished in this 1life,
by virtue of which they became "the church of the Firstborn." "These
shall dwell in the presence of God and Christ forever and ever; these
are they whose bodies are celestial, whose glory is that of the sun,
even the glory of God the highest of all." '

2. The terrestrial world, "whose glory differs from that of the
church of the Firstborn,..even as that of the moon differs from the
sun in-the firmament ...who received not the testimony of Jesus in the
flesh, but afterward received 1t,..who recelve of his glory but not
of his fulness,..wherefore they are bodies terrestrial, and not bodies
celestial." These attain salvation in a lesser glory from that of the
celestial, - :

3."The telestial, which glory is that of the lesser, even as the
glory of the stars differs from that of thc glory of the moon in the
firmanment." "These are they who are thrust down to hell; these, dare
they who shall not be redeemed from the devil until the last resur-
rection." They are people who have had many sins and failed to seek
Christ and the gospel of salvation in this life; they would not heed
the opportunities for mercy, and are brought to repudiate their sin’
only through the sufferings of an age-long period:-in a reformatory-
hell. The Lord says, "they shall be heirs of saivation.” Their glory
is inferior to that of the celestial and terrestrial as that of the
stars 1s inferior to that of the sun and moon. : B

4. The perdition class is here called "sons of perdition," and are
"vegssels of wrath, doomed to suffer the wrath of God, with the devil
~and his angels, in eternity, concerning whom I have said there 18 no
forgiveness in this world nor in the world to come.,.These are they
.who shall go away into the lake of fire and brimstone, with the devil
and his angels." These are the wilfully wicked, repudiating Christ
after he has been made known to them, and rejecting the -gospel aftcer
having received it; and such in the church who sin so deeply as to
commit great crimes, such as murder,  whereby they forfeit their right
to eternal 1life.(D C 42:6) A1l those who by extreme sin and rebellion
against God put themselves beyond the bounds -of forgiveness belong to
this clags. ' , . . T : :

These evidences speak for themselves. They are clear and positive
as showing the division of humanity into four great classes acco#ding
to the purpose of God in dealing with cthe human race. This life 18
but a preliminary state, preparatory to a greater and more. extended
life in the beyond; and God, having created mankind in spirit and -
body, owes something to them. Mever has he cast humanity adrift nor
left them to themselves, but holds himself as the Father and Shepherd
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of all the earth, and has said. *All flesh is in my hands." God's con- .
cern for man extends into the future life, for "He is the God of the
~dead as of the living.' : L

: On the other hand men owe something to their Creator and their
God. Ry their sin they dishonor not only themselves but their God more.
They owe to him respect and honor as their Creator, and they owe to
him a reasonable service. For his sake they owe to their fellow men
love, justice, mercy, holiness, Out of ‘these obligationg, and out of
the divine gift of freedom of will, come accountability before God,
and that accountability makes necessary the judgment when every man
will be judged of his doings., With such great differences in human-
‘regponse to the just requirements of God,  the classification of hum- V
anity into groups according to type becomes &n absolute necessity. As
we have hefore remarked, in this world where all tupes are together
the innocent suffer with, and sometimes more than, the gulilty. God
can not deal with them according to their just dues but "he maketh his
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just
and or the unjust." Not only in blessing is God obliged to deal as.
one class, but also in his expressions of wrath, for when his judgments
fall in this world, the innocent suffer with the gullty, as in e fam-
ine or plagus, or earthquake. Fut we have. seen that when men pass from
this life they are no longer one group, but segregated into four main
groups, in which God can deal with all according to their desserts..
Horeover this life 1is not the time of judgment but "it .is appointed

;]

- unto men once to die, but after this the judgment."

God has not sent men Intofhie world as distinct classes, but as
one class, He deals with all alike according to their self-chosen con-
ditions, though in general he deals with the world as a whole. His
light lightens the whole earth; his love 1s for the whole world; he’
designs liberty for all men; Christ came to take away the sins of the
world, and to save all, as many as.would; his gospel is to every cre-
ature, for he is "willing to have all men to be saved! ‘ o

We do not conclude from the four-fold division of humanity that
the condition of all the souls occupying in any one division is ex- .
actly alike, but that there are differences or degree of glory and re-
ward in each division according ta the different degrees of character.
This 1s expressly stated concerning the telestial class, who differ in
glory even as the stars., The scriptures speak of archangels, of whom.
Adam was one, showing that some are higher then others. (1 Th.b:16;
Jude 9; D C 104:28). Doctrine and Covenants 116:2 suggests that the
measure of a man's glory 1is determined by his works. It seems certain’
that a man's glory will be proportionate to-his faithfulness and dil-
igence hoth as to attaining righteousness in himself; and as to what
he accomplished in the interest of his fellow men.

The Celestial Qrder. .

Having considered the scriptural evidences showing the four div-
isiong into which humenity hecomes divided, we now extend our study
to include another line of scripture which deals with each of these
four lines separately. Taking them altogether this line of scripture
texts is perhaps more clear than those already oonsidered as showing
the four-fold division of humanity beginning in this life end becom-
ing ebsolute in the future life, This study will lead us to- take the
divisions one by one, and we begin with the celestial following with
the terrestrial, telestial, and perdition. We wlll follow each gruvup
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through to ¥ts final deatiny. The taxte ‘will show that it is the works
done in this life that determine the group into shich wen finelly
find themselves. God does not arbitrarily place men in these groups

but- men choose for themselves and Gad appoints them the plaoce of their
choice,

Choice Made ‘In -Tg‘s Life

No man at death is capahle of entering ‘Ampmediately into a fulness
of God's glory. The experiences and the development of the spirit world
and of the millenial period are necessary to prepare him for th t. But

that development must begin here for a man must have some qualification
~ to gein the association of the righteous in the spirit world, and also
to come forth in the first resurrection and dwell with Christ and the
righteous during the thousand years. The Lord hag said, '

"This Comforter is the promige which I give unto you of eternal
1life, even the glory of the celestial kingdom."-D C 85:2,

This preparation can not beq made after death. Alma taught, *Thig
life 18 the time for men to prepare to meet God:yea, behold, the day
of this 1life 1s the day for men to: perform their labors, ...I beseech
you, that ye do not procrastinate the day of your repentancq uritil the
end; for after this day of life, which is given us to prepare for é-
ternity, beholl, if we do not improve our time while in this _life,
then cometh the night of darkness, wherein there can be no labor per-
formed, (Alga 16:22% 230) & This is confirmed in latter day revelation
in these words, "That through the power and manifestation of the Spirit
while in the flésh, they may be able to bear his presence in the world
of glory.*(D C 76: é). Men can not live apart from God during this life
and then hope to enter immediately at death' into hls presence and feel
at home there. Thy must come to "know' Chrlst here if they would have
compenionshlp there. ‘

- The first resurrection is deaigned for those who have propared
themselves to be with Christ. Those "who shall be ashamed of me, and
of my words, ...of him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when he
cometh in the glory of his Father with his Holy Angals. And they shall
not have part in that resurrection when he copeth, ™ (Hark 8: 41) Note -
what the soriptures say:further on.this point

Whoso receiveth the testimony, and doeth the will of him ‘whe sent
me, I will raise him up in the resurrection of the just.-John:6: b,

i And now, the resurrection ‘of all the. prophets, and all those who
have believed on'their words, or all those who have kept the command-
ments of God, shall come forth in the first resurrection. ...They are
- raised to dwell with God who has redeemed them.-Hoaiah 8:56. : ‘

«»Théy ghall come forth, yea, even the ‘dead which died in me, to
receive a orown of righteousness, and to be clothed ‘upon, even ag I
am, to be with me, that we way be one.-D C 28:3.

. The Lord. speaks of those whom he will receive at his coming a5
those who have lived worthily in this 1life, It is such who are gath- .
ered 'into his bosom* or paradise, and who will share with him the
glory of his Father, which is the celestial glory. Those who are 1liv-
ing prior to and-at his coming will be gathered temporarily to a.. .
place appointed upon the earth. It will be .ta them that he aomea, and
whom he will receive: N o - -

i Www.LatterDaYTruth.org ,
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"I must gather my people together according to the parable of
the wheat and tares, that the wheat may be secured in my garner to.
possess eternal life, and be crowned with celestial glory when I°
shall come in the kingdﬁm of my Father.®-D ¢ 98:9 :

Of the many other scriptures which. show that the right to celeés-.
tial glory is acquired in this present life by conforming to the law
which God has given by which alone preparation is made for that realm, -
we quote a few more. It included a receiving of divine truth; becom-
ing worthy of, and recelving the Holy Spirit as a means of sanctifi-
cation and development and wisely safeguarding theie lives against
the forces of deception and temptation, and keeping themselves from
sin. It included baptism in water, and the baptism of the Spirit. It
involves belief in’'and an acceptance of Jesus Christ without whorn
there is no redemption.

*aAnd at that day when I shall .come in my glory, shall the parable
be fulfilled which T spake concerning the ten virgins; for they that
are wise and have received the truth, and have taken the Holy. SplPlt
for their guide, and have not been deceived verlly I say unto you,
They shall not be hewn down and cast into the firQ) but shall abide
the day, and the earth shall be given unto them for an. inheritance,.
for the Lord shall be in their midst, and hls glory shall be upon

them."-D C L45:10.

“Whoso helieveth in me and is haptized the same shall be saved ’
and they are they who shall inherit the. kingdom of God. "-3 Nephi 5: 34

I am the same which have taken the Zion of ¥noch inte mine bosom,

and verily I say, even as many as have belleved on my- name, for 1- am.
Christ."-D C 38 1.

"Those that keep the comman&ments of God. For’ behold they are- )
blessed in all things, both temporal and spiritual; and if they hold:
out faithful to the end, they are.received into heaven, that thereby
ggey may dwell with God in a state of ‘never ending happiness.“~Mos 1:

90. -

The Lord- -counselled the Nephites that if they would repent and - )
harden not their hearts he would have ‘mercy upon them,'and they should
enter into his rest. (Alma 9:54). In D C 83:4 the Lord says his "rest .
is the fullness of my glory,* which 1s nothing 1ess than the celestlal
glory. He also says, :

"Nothing entereth into his restsave it be those who have washed
their garments in my blood, because of their faith, and the repent-

ance of all their sins, and their faithfulness unto the end." 3 Nephi
12:32, -

, All these requirements are such as belong to thlS life, and the
man who fulfills them here is in line for celestial glory. He has kept
the celestial law; by the Holy Spirit which he has recelved he has
been sanctified and prepared for that glory. Such preparation neglect-
ed in this 1life can not be made up in the. spirit world. :

The Celestial Order In The Spirit World

Such as have fulfilled the conditions set forth in the above
scriptures, when they die are received into the place appointed of
God for that class, and there they abide in the spirit awaiting the
time of their resurrection. This place is variously spoken of as
"paradise," "heaven," "mine own bosom," "Abraham's bosom," "the
celestial kingdom," "“a place of rest," etc.

wWw.LatterDéyTruth.org
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"There remaineth there“ore 'a rest to the people of God. For he
that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works,
as God did for him,"-Hebrews 9 10.

"The spirits of those who are righteous, are-received into a state
of happiness, which 1is called paradise; a state of ‘rest; a state of
peace, where they shall rest from all their troubles, and from all
their care, and sorrow. ...The righteous in paradise, until the time
of .their resurrection."-Alma 19:44,47,

Faul speaks of being in a strait, having a desire to depart, "to
"be with Christ,"Yor to remain for the sake of the saints."(Phil., 1:22).
Jesus said to. the man crucified with him who had been overtaken in

8 wrong .yet undoubtedly & good man. "This day thou shalt be with me

in paradise." At the close of his life Moroni wrote, "“I soon go to
“rest in the paradise of God, until my spirit and body shall again re-
“unite."(Moroni 10:31). The Lord speaks ¢ W.W. Blair, "Whom I have
taken unto myself." (D C 124:2). .

Nine of the twelve disciples chosen by Jesus from among the
~Nephites, desired that when their ministry should be finished "We may
speedily come unto.thee in thy kingdom." And he said unto them, Bless-
ed are ye, because ye desire this thing of me; therefore after 'that
ye are Seventy and two years old, ye shall come unto me in my king-
dom, and with me ye shall find rest " (3 Nephi 13:13-14). The people
of Enoch reached a state of such perfection that they were translated
-without death and were -"taken up into heaven." (D C 36:3). While they
were not in the spirit but living in the flesh though changed, they
evidently dwelt in the same place as the righteous spirits, for the
“Lord also said, "I am the same which have taken the Zion of Fnoch

intd mine own bosom and verily I say, even as many as have believed
~on my name," (D C 38 1) ' .

These testimonies refer to righteous men who were faithful in the
gospel, all of whom found an abiding place with Christ after leaving
this world.

The Gospel 1s Preached In The Realm of Celestial Spirits

The statement that Paradise is open only to those who have receiv-
ed the gospel and endured in. faithfulness in this life is said in re-
-lation to those who having the opportunity to obey, reject the gospel,
and refuse to believe in Christ, and live in transgression of the di-
~ vine plan or law. These can not.have place there. But there is another
class of which we must speak, who, notwithstanding they have not obey-
ed the gospel in this 1life, nevertheless have a part in paradise.
They are the faithful souls who have not had an opportunity of hearing
.. the gospel in this world, yet have lived up to whatever light they

- had, and were upright and worthy to the best of their understanding.
They ‘are people who would have accepted and obeved the gospel had they
" had the chance. Their lives make them worthy of paradise though they

" are- lacking , through no fault of their own, in an equal development
with others who had better opportunities here. Paul, speaking of this
very relation, says ‘there "is no respect of persons with God." He is

. fair to all, and those who were willing to obey the gospel and did

not have the chance Twill find thelr opportunity in paradlse. Peter
says

t"Because of this 1is the gospel preached to them that are dead,

- that they might be. judged according to men in the flesh, but live in
the epirit according to the will of God."-1 Peter L :6,

This may take in the terrestrial and telestial groups in the
spirit world, Abut’ltvgerta;n;y includes those in tqﬁn%ﬁgmfﬁmﬁgoé?alm'

WWW



Probably none come to a full knowledge of the gospel in this life, and
must needs learn more fully of it in the 1life to come; but those who
never heard it here must surely hear it from the beginning over there.
Then there are the little children who die in the innocency of child-
"hood. They have no sin, and Jesus says of them, "That in heaven their
angels (or spirits) do always behold the face of my Father who is in
_heaven,"(¥att 18:10), In heaven they do not remain in childish in-
capacity but develop in all that paradise offers, and they come-to

know all the truth of God with the others,

. Paul speaks of some even among the Gentiles who did not know the
" law of God, yet by nature did the works required in the law, and of
whom he said, they "are a law unto themselves;" that is, they would
be judged not according to the law which they did not have but accord-
ing to the light which they did -have. He says, "If the uncircumcision
keep the righteousness of the law, shall not his uncircumcision be
counted for circumcision?" (Rom. 2:26). In more modern language this
is to say that the man who yields himself to all that he knows to be
right and true, and does the works of righteousness, though having
no direct knowledge of the pgospel, that man will be given the greater
opportunity in the kingdom of God with other faithful men. This priv-
- 1lepe will not be granted the careless and lax persons who did not

. live up to what they knew to.be right in this world. -

Alvin Smith, brother of Joseph Smith, died before the restoration
of the gospel was effected, but some years later Joseph in vislon saw
him in the celestial kingdom, and asked how it could be since he had
not obeyed the. gospel here. The answer. was given him, "All who have’
died without a knowledge of the gospel, who would have received it if
they had been permitted to.tarry, shall be heirs of the celestial '
kinpgdom of God; also all .that shall die henceforth without a know-
ledee of it, who would have recelived it with all.thelr hearts, shall
be heirs of that kingdom, for I the Lord will judge all men according
to their works, according to the desire of their hearts."-Church Hist.
Vol. 2, page 16. (See -also Alma 19:62-66). o o

Not only adults whose lives prove them worthy of acceptance in
that kinpdom enter there, but little children who know no sin, and
whom we are told are'saved through the atonement of Christ, have place
there. Joseph,writes further, "And T also beheld that all children
who die before they arrive at the years of accountability, are saved
in the . celestial kingdom of heaven."

, These two classes of people who have not had prior knowledge of
the gospel will, learn of it in the spirit world, and that do a fult
degree. Besides’, those who hear the gospel in this life and accept
it gain only an imperfect knowledge of it here. All must go on unto
perfection, Paradise.is not a land of do~-nothing. ”Rest,"‘as spoken
of there, does not mean passivity, but cessation of the strugpgle a-
rainst a fallen nature, and against temptation. It is rest from the
troubles and sorrows of this life. It means opportunity for develojp-
ment and learning free from the disabilities and restraints of this
mortal life. Listen to the volice of God as he tells of the activities
and marvelous cpportunities for advancement in that happy world
where men are free from sorrow and care, and the burdens and fears
of mortality:

"For thus saith the lord, I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious
.unto those who fear me, and delight to honor those who serve me in
riphteousness and in truth unto the end; great shall be their re-
ward, and eternal shall be their glory; and to them will I reveal

all mysteries; yea, all the hidden mysteries of wuywingddey Tivdmorgay s
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of old; and for ages to come will I make known unto them the pooa
pleasure of my will concerning all things pertaining to my kingdown;
yea, even the wonders of eternity shall they know, and things to
come will I show them, even the things of many generations; their
wisdom shall be great, and their understanding reach to heaven; and
before them the wisdom of the wise shall perilsh, and the understand-
ing of the prudent shall come to naught; for by my spirit will I
enlighten them, and by my power will I make known unto them the
secrets of my will; yea, even those things which eye has not seen,
nor ear- heard, nor yet entered into the heart of man."-D C 76:2.

This promise is to the obedient ones who serve God in truth to
_.the end of their days. No . such opportunity comes to the disobedlent
or the self-wise who despise the things of God in this world. Jesus
‘taught, "The children of the wicked one shall be cast out into outer
darkness," (Matt. 8:12). And of the man who became one of his ser-
vants but proved unfaithful, the Lord of the parable commanded that
his talent should be taken 1r0m him, and he be cast into outer dark-
_ness, (Matt. 25:31). It is a principle of the gospel that "he that
receiveth, . to him shall be given; and he that continueth not to re-
celive, from_hlm shall be taken even that which he hath." (Mark 4:20)
Or in speaking in the words of the parable, "Unto every one who hath
obtained other talents, shall be given, and he shall have in a-.
bundance, But from him' that hath not obtained ofher talents, shall
be taken away even that which he hath received.". (Matt. 251292-30)

God's light and truth are revealed in this world in proportion
as men seek and receive, "He that receiveth light and eontinueth in
God,. receiveth more light, and that light groweth brighte:r and
brlghter until the perfect day." (D C 50:6). "He that repents not
from him shall be taken even the light which he has received. v {D. Q
1:5). These statements are not limited iwm application to the church
.only but apply to the whole world, and their application extends
into the spirit life and into the -immortal -life beyond the resurr-
ection, Those who receive will continue to receive; while those who
do not receive will lose what little has -already come to them. "The
Spirit enlighteneth every man through the world that hearkenweth to
the voice of the Spirit." (D C 83:7). Of those who trust to their
own learning and wisdom and despise the things of God, it is said,
"The things of the wise and prudent ghall be hid,frmn fhem forEVQr "
- ( 2 Nephi 6: 85) :

The‘Celestial Resurrcchion

It is a teaching of Scripture that all men will be resurrected
to live again in the flesh immortally. But "every man in his own
order,” for all do not rise at the same time but come forth in a
succession of resurrections, beginning with those who are most
worthy and acceptable to God and ending with those who are. utiterly
unworthy of. eternal life, to whom the Lord will say when they comne
‘before him in judgment, “Depart Trom me." :

The first to come forth in resurrection arw those who "die in
Christ." "A trump shall sound, ... and they shall come forth, yea,
_ even the dead whioch died in- me, to receive a crown of righteousness,
and to be clothed upon, even as I am, and be with.me." (P C 28z 3)
This .is referred to as the resurrection of the just, { John 6:44),

" which takes place just prior to the coming of the Lord Christ said,

"He who.receiveth the testimony, and doeth the will of him who gent
- me, I will ralse up 1n the. resurrectlon of the just." And Jacob
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Speaking of this event says, “The paradlse of God must deliver up
the spirits of the righteous, and the grave deliver up the body
of the righteous; and the spirit and the body is restoreﬂ to it-
self again."-2 Nephi 6:31.

Abinadl, speaking under the power of the Holy Ghost, adds con-
firming testimony, "All the prophets, and all these that have be-
lieved on their words, or all those who have kept the commandments
of God, shall come forth in the first resurrection, ..They are
raised to dwell with God." (Mos. 8:56). Further we are told, that
it is the saints who will be railsed.at that time, not necessarily

. those called saints by the world, but those who are saints by

. virtue of their obedience to .all the commandments of God, the
‘righteous who have died in Christ. "The saints that are upon the
earth, who are alive, shall be quickened and be caught up to meet
him. And they (saints) who have slept in their graves, shall come

" forth, ... and they also shall . be caught up to meet hlm in the pil-
lar of heaven: they-are Christ's, .the first fruits."-D C 85 27.

‘ In the vision recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 76: 5, Joseph
Smith and Sidney Rigdon saw and heard, and bare testimony concern-
ing them "who- come forth in the resurrection of the just: They are
they who received the testimcny of Jesus, and believed on his name,
and were baptized after the manner of his burial, being buried in
the water in his name, and this according to the commandment which

" he has eiven, that by keeping t he commandments, they might be
washed and cleansed from all their sins, and receive.the Holy Spirit
by the laying on-of “hands of him who is ordained and sealed unto
this power; and who overcome by faith and are sealed by that Holy
Spirit of promise, which' the Father sheds forth upon all those who
are just and true; they are they who are the church of the First-

" . born; ... these are théy who shall have part in the first resurrec-

tion; - these are they who shall come forth in the resurreetion of
the just. -

}aul taught of this resurrection that it would be "They that
are Christ's at his coming."and "Them also which sleep in Jesus
will God bring with him, ..the deadAin Christ shall rise first."
(1 Cor. 15:23; 1 Thess. 4:14). To the saints at Colosse he wrote,
"Wwhen Christ, who is our 1life shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with hlm in glory."-Col. 3: vy,

Thus the Scrlptures make - plain that the first resurrectlon
brings forth the cobedient and faithful children of God, such as
have obeyed the gospel, and by their forgiveness and sanctification
have prepared themselves to dwell in the presence of the Lord, as
is stated, "that through the power and manifestation of the Spirit
while in the flesh, they may be able to bear his presence in the
world of glory.“(D c 76: 1).. None others will be able to bear that
glory, and the Lord has said ti#t theywmust inherit another kinpgdom.®
(We have already noted some who will gain this resurrection who
were not privileged to know the gospel in this life yet lived
riphteously according to the light they had.)

Those who accept the gospel and live according to -its preceptq
align themselves with those of the celestial order, and are in
_line for the first resurrection. In the spirit world after death
they will dwell with Christ; they are his; and they come with him
when he returns to establish his kingdom upon earth. They are
raised from the dead to live again in bodies of flesh, immortalized,
glorified, made like unto Christ himself, for they share his glory.

< 2 lestial plorv in which they further
They are qulci ened by the cele e iy T ore
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develop until they have attained a fulness. Even their bodies are
celestialized and they live with Christ eternally and share with him
the joy of victorious life in perfect peace and happiness. There 1is
indeed a glorious heritage for the children of God.

This glorious life which knows no ending has its beginnings in
this world: "Whoso eatheth my flesh and drinketh my blood, hath eter-
mal life; and T will raise him up in the resurrection of the just."
(John 6:54) . The new birth or baptism of the Spirit is the implanting
of divine life in the soul, which is eternal life to him that con-
tinues therein. "He who believeth on the Son hath everlastisg life;
and shall receive of his fulness."(John 3:36). Those having the op-
portunity of entering into this 1life here in the world and
refusing it will not be counted worthy of a place in the celestial
paradise or in the resurrection of those of the celestial order. Only
"if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death," by
which our lives are changed, so that Ywe should not serve sin," but
"walk In newness of life," can the promise be fulfilled that hwe
shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection,"-See Romans 6.

‘ The first resurrection marks the beginning of a ‘new phase of
human life for the righteous. They will live upon the earth which will
have gone through a partial change and made adaptable to their needs.

This stage of life will last a thousand years and is often referred
to as the millenium. -

The Millenium

. The resurrectlon of the righteous at the coming of Christ is the
“beginning of a nmew 1life in the flesh, different from the cld life of
mortality with its temptations and sins, its sorrows and troubles,

_ its conflicts and wars, and its death. This new 1life will change al-
most everything, Tt will be an immortal 11fe without sickness, dlsease,
weakmness, defect, or death. But it will bé more than that for the
nature of the fleshly bhodies will be changed to -a glorious state,

for the glory of God will be upon them, and they will be vastly more
intelligent, having far greater capacity for asppreciation, enjoy—
ment, and service, than was ever thought of in mortality. Man's power
for 1earn1ng and for. righteoqsness will be greatly magnified.

.But such people could not live in a world like that of today. With
evil, perversity, destructive pests and plant diseases, and many
other conditions, they could nnot be at home. They would be still trou-
bled and perplexed. Their environment must be changed and the earth
adapted to their new conditions and needs. It is the purpose of God,
according to the scriptures to change the earth from time to time,

- making it adaptable to the people who inhabit it. A redeemed people - -
‘means a redeemed earth. A celestialized people must needs have a
celestialized world in which to live else celestlialization means
nothing. »

The earth. will be changed corruptible things, and corrupting men
will be removed, Satan who is the father of corrupting evil will be
put out of the way. Corrupt governments will be supplanted by Chrast's
government, for he will rule in Justlce and equity. All other con-
ditions will correspond to these.

“Every corruptlble thlng, both of man or of the beasts of the
field, or of the fowls of heaven, or of the fish of the sea, that
dwell upon all the face of the earth, shall be consumed; and also
" .'that- of element shall melt W1th fervent heat; and all thln?o shall
become new.“AD C 98 5 ' :
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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. Insect pests; plant diseases; germs and microbes which spread
disease in man and beast, poisonous plants and creatures; together -
with the present innate enmities of the animal creation, and all.

that degrades, impoverishes, and makes life unpleagant will be ban-

ished. Wicked men will not be left to pervert or defile the earth
with their wickedness:

"The hour is nigh, andAthe day soon at hand, when the earth is
ripe; and a1l the proud, and they that do wickedly, shall be as
stubble, and I will burn. them up, saith the Lord of hosts that wick-
edness shall not be upon the earth; for the hour is nigh, and that |
which was spoken by mine apostles must be fulfilled; for as they
.spake, so shall it come to pass; for I will reveal myself from heav-

- en with power and great glory, with 2ll the hosts thereof, and dwell

in righteousness with men on earth a thousand years, and the wicked
shall not stand,“~D ¢ 28 2.-

And Again: : '

- "For behold the day cometh that shall burn as an oven; and all
the proud yea, and all. that- do wickedly, shall be as stubble and
the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that
it shall leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear
my name shall the Sun.of righteousness:arise with healing in his
wings; and ye shall go forth, and ‘grow. up as calves of the stall.

" And ve shall tread down the wicked for they shall be ashes under
- the soles of your feet in the day that I shall o this, salth the
Lord of hosts."-Mal. L, .

, Many prophecies tell of these gredt events 1nvolv1ng the destruc-
. tion of the wicked, the establishment of righteousness, and the pur-

ification of the’ earth. Speaklng of that day to Enoch the Lord said

"that the earth shall redt;" that is, the turmoil and trouble re-

sulting from .sin and w1ckedness would cease. "Thé whole. earth is at

rest, and is quiet."(Isaiah 1@ 7 See also Isa. 66:15-16; Jer. 25:

31- 33, Acts 3:20-24.)

The destruction of wickedness, the clearing away of corruption
and evil, ‘with the removal of all perverse elements, are in prepar-
aticn for the kingdom of God which -will be established when the Lord
comes, and to give full and free opportunity for every good thing to
develop to its utmost. All the righteous; the children of the kingdom,
from Adam down to that day, will have been resurrected to come with ;
Christ and inherit that kingdom perpetually. None others will come
with him, though after he comes those of.the telestial order will also
be resurrected, though there 1is no promise that they will be upon the
earth with Christ,during the millenium. It is said that they "must
Anherit another kingdom." It will be only those of the celestial or-
der who will inherit the earth after their resurrection. However,
there will be some mortals left after the great destructions upon
the wicked, who will remain in their mortality and bear children and
multiply to again become great nations, These nations will not occupy
with the redeemed but in lands separated from them. All will be sub-
Ject to Christ though having their own kings or rulers and perhaps

their own governments. .

The government of Christ 'will be one of absolute justice and
righteousness. He will rule in equity. The people of his kingdom will
have overcome their- human propensities for evil, and will have been
"washed in the blood of the Lamb," and redeemed. They are beyond
sinning, a holy people perfected in righteousness and filled with
the knowledge of God They are Christ's and receive their inheri-
ds . www.LatterDayTruth.org
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tance and be made equal with him,"-D C 85 33,

It is said of these people that they "shall reign with him.»

Also that the twelve apostles shall be clothed upon with robes of
righteousness, with crowns upon their heads, "in glory even as T am,
to. judge the whole house of Israel, even as many as have loved me
and kept my commandments, and none else." (D C 28:3). This people
Wwill not be few, and they will need a considerable territory for
their inheritance, thoueh with the nations living in mortality oc-
cupying parts of the earth it 1is apparent that the saints will oc-
cupy but a portion. The knowledge and glory of God will cover the
earth, but the greater glory and the immediate kingdom of God will
be more fully revealed in the place of the redeemed., This limitation
is indicated in the use of various terms relating to this assemblage
of the righteous, for they are sometimes-called the "Holy city;"
"Zion;" "My holy hill of Zion;" "The mountain of the Lord's house;™"
"My holy mountain;" “Jerusalem;" etc. The nations will seek the
knowledge and counsel of- Christ and his associates and will send:
ambassadors up to the holy city. "Many people shall go and say,
Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, - to the house
of the Jod of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will
walk in his paths; for out of Zion shali po forth the 1aw, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.“-Isalah 2:3.

. Frobably because of the belief that- Zion will be establlshed up-—
on the land of America to which Christ will come, and that here his
throne will be established, many have thought. that America is the
land reserved of God as the place of his kingdom; that this "choice = -
land" which God has chosen "above all othe.: lands," is designed: of
him as the place of 1nheritance for the redeemed during the millen- -
ium, and that the rest of the earth will be occupied by the "natlons"
who still live in mortality. There is no Specific statement in :
scripture upon this point though there are passages which favor the
idea. The fact is clear t hat there will be two types of people up-
on the earth during that period, - first, the righteous of all ages
who have been redeemed, and who live with Christ in glory; and se- .
cond, the better .few of the world's people who are spared the des-
tructlons which come upon the wicked at Christ's coming, and who -
continue to live in mortality,.though under changed conditions. The
further fact must be apparent that the great :difference existing
between these two classes preclude their living together 'as one
people. This second group will be considered more fully 1ater on,

We. give here some of the 1eading prophec1es relatlny to Christ
and his kingdom when the redeemed shall dwell upon the earth: o

'"he 'shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the rlver
unto the ends of the earth .. Yea, all kings shall fall down befoxe

"him; and all nations Shallgerve him.¥-Psalms 72:8,11.

"0f the increase of his government ‘and peace there is no end up
on the throne of David, and upon-his kingdom, to order it, and to es-
tablish it with Judgment and with Justice from henceforth and for—.
ever."-Isaiah 9:7. . ’

"And. in- mercy shall the throne be established and he shall sit
upon it in truth in the tabernacle of -David, udglng, and seeklnp
judgment, and hasting riphteousness’"-lsaiah 1 5, Isaiah 16
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‘"Phe Lord shall give unto him the throne of his father pavid,
"and he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his king—
dom there shall be no end. V-Luke 1: 32,

"For’ ev11 doers shall be cut. off but ‘those that wait upon the
Tord, they shall inherit the earth. For yet a little while, and the
‘wicked shall not be; yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place,
and it shall not be. But the meek shall 1nherit the earth "_Psalms
37_9-11.

"When the Lord shall come, and old things pass away, and all
things become new, they shall rise from the dead and shall not die
after, and shall receive an inheritance before. the Lord, in.the .
‘holy city, and he that liveth when the Lord shall come, and has kept
the faith, blessed is he; nevertheless 1t 1s appointed to him to
die at §he age of man,“»D C 63:13.

*-And all things shall become new, that my knowledge and. glory
- may dwell upon all the earth. And ‘in that day the enmlty of man,
and the enmity of all flesh shall cease from béfore my face. And in.
that ‘day whatsoever any man shall ask it shall be given unto him,
And in that day Satan shall not have power to tempt any man. And
there shall be no sorrow because there is no death. .. In that day
-when the Lord shall come he shall reveal all things."-D C 98:5.

Christ is to be King of kings and Lord of lords,., He is to be
the Ruler of all the earth and will be the Lawgiver. Truth as re-
vealed by him wlll be the basis of all education after the wisdom of
the world has perished. No power of opposition will be able to stand
against the authority and power of the Son of God,’ and Satan will
not be able to tempt men as formerly. Peace 1s to flow like a river,
and the nations will not train for war, but will "beat their swords
into plowshares and their spears into pruning haoks.‘~Isa1ah2’ Micﬁh

The redeemed who dwell with Christ during’ the millenium include
all the righteous children of God who were resurrected at Christ's
resurrection; and all such as were translated and taken to heaven
without death such as Enoch and his people, Elijah, etc., and also
those likewise obedient after Christ's resurrection and who will be
raised at the time of his second coming. Those who tarried such as
John and the three Nephites who had experienced a partial change
will be fully changed or translated and numbered with the rest. The
Transfiguration of Christ as seen by Peter, James and John in the
mount was a pattern of the change to come upon the redeemed. It is’
said they will rise ‘a spiritual body." The inherent evil will be
gone and there will be mo more carnal passidns to hold in check or .
subdue, for Paul says He will change our vile(evil natured) body that
it might be fashioned like unto his glo;ious body, and John says
*we shall be like Him."-Phil. 3: 21. : ,

The transflguration which comes upon the children of God will
have its counterpart in the earth also, for the Lord has said "the
earth will be transfigurated, even according to the pattern which
was shown unto mine apostles upon the mount." (D C 63:6), However
neither the people nor the earth will have reached their final state
of glory which comes at the end of the thousand years. The change that
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comes to the earth will not all come in a day, for the removal uf
the wicked, and the destroying of sin, the binding of Satan, and
other cleansing processes, is designed to clear the way for further

development of both people. and the earth in preparing. them for their
final estate.

Among the mortals 1iv1ng upon the earth ‘there will be the occas-
ional sinner, and at the end of the millenium Satan will again get
power over the nations in mortality and lead them to rebellion a-
gainst God and the redeemed, insomuch that God will destroy them by
fire. The change will not be absolute. But this long period is nec-
essary to prepare for the greater change to come. The Lord says,
"Therefore it must needs be sanctified from all unpighteoueness,
that it may be prepared for the celestial glory.* (D C 85:4). The
glory which will be upon the redeemed and the earth during the
millenium will be celestial but only in limited degree. Further
the Lord has said of the earth that "after it hath filled the meas- .
ure of its creation, (which will not be until the last soul has been
born into the world), it shall be crowned with glory, even with the
presence of God the Father; that bodies who are of the celestial
kingdom may possess it forever and ever." ( D C 85:4). The millen-
fum is a period of sanctification and preparation for both earth:
and people after which Chrlst will present his kingdom to the

Father without spot and blemish. The purpose of the millenium will -
have been fulfilled and the saints will reach their final glory in
the eternal kingdom of God. ‘ .

MORTALS ON EARTH DUBING PHE MILLENIUM

We 1nter3ect here a topic which does not strictly belong to the
general theme of these lessons, - but which-.is so closely related to
the millenium which we have Just con31dered that without looking
into it the subject. of the millenium musb: remain utterly confused
in our minds; for many scriptures deal with it-scriptures which do
not pertain to the resurrected and immortalized saints who come with
Christ, but.to another class of humanity. This topic relates to
those remaining on the earth in mortality during the thousand years.

Remnants of Nations Left Alive At Christts Comlng.

These mortals are the remnants of the nations who have been
largely destroyed by the judgmehts of God because of wickedness.-
They are spared this destruction and continue to live in mortality, ’
though partaking the general change by which the whole earth is af-
fected. They live as families, bear children, plow, sow and reap,.
build houses and barns, and plant orchards and vineyards.: As they
multiply and become numerous they will establish national govern- "
ments again, and have thelr own kings and rulers, though such gov- ~ '
ernments -will be subject to the supreme.government of Christ hlmselt,
who will rule as *King of kings, and Lord of lords." All these I
nations will be tributary to Christ and his kingdom.uv '

With disease and sickness banished and no. premature deaths theqe
mortals will rapidly multiply and repopulate the greater partvof the

earth, though they will be separate from the domain of the‘redegméé

v ) oL [N
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who constitute the specific kingdom of God. They will send or bring
their tribute and their gifts to that kingdom, but Wlll not enter
therein, nor mingle with the redeemed. ,

‘ : - _ Translation Instead of Death

Since there is no disease or sickness infants will not dle,'
neither adults until they have filled out their years, at which
time it is said they shall die, but not to sleep in the earth but’
they shall be changed, and the righteeusshallbe “caught up" which
means, probably, that they will be received into the kingdom of God .
with the redeemed where they will be under the immediate rule of .
Christ. Tt is said of these people that they*"shall grow up without -
sin unto salvation." They are worthy and prepared for that 1nher1—
tance. A

But there will be some who are not rlghteous and can not enter
the kingdom. "Rut the sinner being an hundred years old;" that is'
having filled out his days, "shall be accursed.' (Isaiah 65:20).
Becoming accursed is referred to by David, "Such as be blessed of
him shall inherit the earth; and they that be accursed of him shall
be cut off,% (Psalms 37: 22), that is, cut off from the earth They
will. nor recelve an inhéritance here with the redeemed. ‘

Fvil Still Present

There will be no temptation for. Satan ‘will be bound “that he shall
not tempt the children of -men." Men will retain their power of free-
will or agency, and can-make thelr own cholce as to doing right and
wrong. As pertaining to these mortals the inheritance of the Adamic
nature in the flesh is not yet removed though perhaps modified by
‘the removal of temptation, and with free agency any man who chooses
to do evil is free to do so. However to sin under the vastly improv-.
ed conditions is to sin against light and. knowledge, which is para-.
mount to sinning against the Holy Ghost,. which is unforgiveable.
This 1s why such become accursed and are cut off. They are on a
parallel with the angels who fell, who sinned, not because they
were tempted, but because of thelr free agency, that is their
choice. Their sin was deliberate and willful. They could not be
redeemed,’

speaking of the millenium the Lord says, "He that 1iveth in
righteousness shall be changed in the twinkling of an gye; and the
earth shall pass away so as by fire; and ‘the wicked shall go away
into unquenchable fire.® (D C 43:7). Even the nations will suffer
national chastisement for national sins; and at the close of the
millenium when Satan is loosed again the greater part of mortals,’
under his tempting lead, will rebel against Christ and:. his law,
and will undertake to destroy his kingdom. Then comes final des-
truction upan them. None of these conditions cf. sin will arlse a-
mong the redeemed who dwell with Christ.

The Church Remains .

With Zion established and the kingdom of God set up with Christ
ruling in person, it is not to be understood that the church will
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"be despensed with. Only the redeemed will be in the kingdom proper.
The remnants of the nationg left in mortality will be what are

- left of the wicked; they will not be in the church. With vast peo=-

ples outside the gospel, it will be necessary for the gospel to be

preached and these people converted. The church will still operate

and the gospel work continue until the knowledge of God will extend

to the most remote bounds of the earth.

Further, the people of the church who are living at the time of
"Christ's coming will not all be changed, but . many will be among
those remaining in mortality. Only those who by development and ex-
perience have been prepared for the change will be "caught up" to
occupy with the redeemed, It 1s not so much a question of worthi-
ness or unworthiness as it is one of development and ability. The
yonwne, the slow of development, and those who have much to over-

. come, may require furcher<opportun1ty to complete the necessary
~preparation. They are not necessarily under any condemnation, and
may be most faithful, but are as yet lacking the essential qualif-
ication for entrance into the Holy City. Such remain in mortality
that they might have this opportunity, though they come under a
partial change whereby their advantages are greatly enlarged.

"And he that liveth when the Lord shall come, and has kept the
‘faith, blessed is he; nevertheless it 1s appointed to him to die
at the age of man; wherefore children shall grow up until they be-
~ come old, oid men shall die; but they shall not sleep in the dust,
but shall be changed in the twinkling of an eye."-D C 63:13.

, "Tn that day when I shall come in my glory,  -shall the parable
bé fulfilled which T spake concerning the ten virgins; for they
that are wise and have received the truth, and have taken the Holy
“pirit for their guide, and have not been.deceived, verily I say
- unto you, they shall not be hewn down and.cast into the fire, but
shall abide the day, and the earth shall be given unto them for
_an inheritance;. and they shall multiply and wax strong, and their
children shall grow up without sin unto salvation, for the Lord
.shall be .in their midst, and his glory shall be upon them, and he
will be their King and their Lawegiver."-D C 45:10.

; "In that day an infant shall not die until he is old, and his
life shall be as the age of a tree, and when he dles he shall not

. sleep, that is to sdy in the earth, but shall be changed in the
"twinkling of an eye, and shall be caught up, and his rest shall be

“’glorlous. DC 98: 5 o ; " -

v These are the people who remaln in mortality. They multiply and
~ build. up, temporally and. nationally, and they develop spiritually.
“These of .the church continue to carry on the gospel work among the
‘nations, and those who live in righteousness until their normal
_.years are expired which are about a hundred, they are changed

from mortality to immortality without the present death and burial,
and will find their place with the redeemed. Thus throughout the
millenium the church will:be preparing and supplying righteous souls
for the kingdom of Pod~the literal kingdom which is established

. upon earth
. The Klngdom of ‘Israel , "

In fulfillment of the many promises made to Abraham and others re-

'1at1ny to the maklnr of ‘Israel a. great nation; which nation the Lord
. : -1 S 4
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described as'a peculiar treasure unto me above all people; for all the
earth is mine; ‘and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of ‘priests, and a .
holy nation; “(Exodus 19:5-6); the Lord has purposed to establish that
nation in’ holiness at the time of his coming. Never in the past has
Israel fulfilled the requirements for such a kingdom. But Christ comes
as the "Redeemer of Israel." It is then that the kingdom of Israel will
be set up.-according to the divine pattern: "Even the King of glory
shall come unto you; and shall redeem his people, and shall establish
them in righteousness."(Ps. 24:10). "They shall serve the Lord their
God, and David their king, whom I will raise up unto them...and the city

A:shall be builded upon her own heap, and the palace shall remain after

the manner thereof...And their nobles shall be of themselves, and their

- governor- shall proceed from the midst of them; and I will cause him to

draw near, and he shall approach unto me."-Jer.30:9,18,21.

This pathering of” ‘the house of Jacob is to include those of the king-
dom of Israel and those of the kingdom of Judah, a nd they are to be-

‘come one nation. It 1s probable that the immediate ruler will be of

David's royal line, whom:the Lord refers to as "David their king, whom
I will raise up unto them," and also-as "thier governor," who is to
approach unto the Lord. He will rule over the kingdom of Israel, but
will be under the. direct authority of Christ who is to be %~ supreme
over all the earth. :

The great work of gathering Israel will undoubtedly begin prior to
Christ's coning, but the major part will not be effected until after
his coming. In fact it must continue for a very long time, for there
is a vast work to be done with both Israel and the Gentiles extending
throughtout the thousand years.

This klngdom of Israel will be composed of those who have been re-
deemed with a temporal salvation, or a national.redemption, such as
the prophets have spoken of so profusely, and not of those who have
been redeemed from death and the grave. In other words it will be com-
posed of people still living in mortality. They will be drawn from
the nations of the earth, or their remnants, who are spared from the
destructive judgments attendlng the coming of the Lord. The resurrect-
ed people and such as are changed when the Lord comes will occupy with
him elsewhere. ' : )

During the millenium the kingdom of Israel will be the dominant or
ruling power of the eastern world. All other nations wili be subject
to it. Jerusalem will be the capital: city. "Let the people praise thee,
0 God;..let the nations he glad and sing for juy; for thou shalt judge
‘the people righteously, and govern the nations upon earth... All the

- ends of the earth shall fear him."(Ps.67:3-7). "lfhe kings of Tarshish

and of the isles shall bring presents; the kinges of Sheba and Secha
shall offer gifts, Yea all kings shall fall down before him; all
nations shall serve hlm...All nations shall cell him blessed. Blessed
be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who doe .th wondrous things. And
blessed te his glorlous name for ever.“ (Psalms 72). The wealth of the
Gentiles will flow to Israel, Yand theay shall bring gold and incense.'
The ships of Tarshish are "to bring thy sons from afar, and thei:r silver
and gold with them, unto the name of the Lord thy God. ..The sons of
strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kingsshall minister unto
thee. .The sons also of them thail afflicted thee shall come bending
unto thee, and all they that despised thee shail bow themselves down
at the soles of thy feet; and they shall calil thee, the city of the
Lord, the Zion of the Holv One of Israel." (Isaiah 60:5-14). "Thine
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enemies submit themselves unto thee. A1l the earth shall worship thee
-Psalms 66:3-4, ,

Exte ent of Sln In ‘the Mlllen1um

Mentlion has been made of the sinner in the millenium who when he has
filled out his years, shall be accursed. This refers to individuals who
chose to live in wrong doing and prove themselves unworthy of salvation,
Whether such individuals will be numerous or not we are not told,
though it may be safely assumed that they will not be few, for wo read
of social and national sins (evils) which bring judgments upon scme
of the nations. |

Speaking in relation to the holy people, Isalah spoke also of outside
nations: "They shall surely gather togethor against thee but not by me;
whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall for thy sake..
No weapon that is formed agaanL thee shall prosper; and every tongue
that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn."(Isa. 54
15-17). But severer yet are the warnings against the rebellious of
those days: "For the nation ov kingdom that will not serve thee shall
perlsh yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted."(Isa. 60:12)., Frob-
ably the method of wasting the rebellious is revealed in the following:
"“Whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem
to worship the King, the Lord of rosts, even upon them shall be no
rain. And if the family of Fgypt ro not up, and come not, that have no
rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the Lordsmll smlte the
heathen that come not up to keep tre feagt of tabernacles. This shall
"be the punishment of Egypt, and tl pun ishmsnt of all nations that
come not up to keep the feast of Labbrnacles."—Zech 14:17-19.

Thus 1t appears that among the wortals during ‘the millenium evil and
sin, with consequent judgment following, ‘will not be absent. Such sin,
as bcfore noted,. committaed against light and knowledge, is condemnatory,
bringing swift Jud rment, though probably during this period not in-
volving death for tne glnner will live out his ddys even as the right-
eous, The rcmoval of Satan and his hosts, and the doing away with
temptation, Logcthcr with other cnanges afiecting the whole world for
good; will not completely destroy the evil element in human fleésh. The
Adamic sin still lingers, and ther souls who are dlsposed to choose ,
the evil may do so. Men are still TPprHSlblG for their own actions.

The persistence of inherent evil ‘in movtd1 flesh during the millen-.
ium is further shown by the extreme recurreace of that evil in its nost
vicious form at the close of that period,uwilcn for a little szason Satan
is loosed. Under tempuatlon that evil- wmll in many. souls.flare up with-
a bitter intensity apgainst all tkat is good, and even against the peo-
" ple of God in the Holy'caty whicn they will seek to destroy. Not wntil
men are redeemed from the grave and are ralsed 1mmorta1 w111 thoy be -
altopgether free from an evil nature. :

We append a number of scripture refer PHCGQ dealing with the m111en~
ium which will be invaluable to the student ol this subgent -

Ps. 72:7-11; Isa, 23 b4; 11- 6 -9; 12; 1h; 2h:6; 35 5-10; hh:1-3; 5h:-
11-17; 60:1~22; 62:1- u 65:17- 25; Bzek. ;232275 37:21-28; .36: 23—35,
Amos 9:11-15; zoph. 3: 17: Zech. 3:3- 8; 1b~16 203 Jer, 23: J-6, Fsalms 67;
Rev. 20:1-3; 22:2,14; 26:7; D. C. 28 2 3, aa ?, 45 2, 105 59 1; 63:6,13;
63:15; 85:4-6; 98~"' 38: o |
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Where Christ and the Redeemed Will Occupy During The Hillenium

We have spoken of two classes being upon tne earth &urlng the
millenium, viz., the resurrected and redeemed righteous of all gen-
erations, who come with Christ to inherit the earth; and the remnants
of the nations who remain in mortality at Christ's coming, and who
will multiply to the filling of the earth again. We have also noted
that these two classes will not occupy together. They can not, for
the difference in physical nature, and the disparity in character are
SO great that it would be impossible.

This means, then, that the redeemed will have some particular
part of the earth for their abode, where they will .be separate and
distinet from the mortals. Where will Christ and the glorified
people dwell? The scriptures give us the answer.

i

America

The continent of America is ‘the only large body of land upon S

the face of the earth which is shdrply separated from the great land.
~mags constituting the easterm hemisphere, and if the world is to be
divided bstween two distinct classes of people, the division of land
into two appropriate parts would consistently follow the division g
into two hemispheres. Since the- kingdom: of TIsrael will be composed

of mortals, and since its capital will be at Jerusalem, it is clear
that the mortal part of humanity will occupy the eastem hemisphere
That leaves America for ‘the celestial group. .

America constltuting the westérn hemisphere, 18 free from 1and
connection with any other part of the earth, and 1is revealed in the
scriptures as a land "chosen" of the Lord; a land réserved for a
righteous people: It was.a decree of God- from earliest times that
this land shouldnot remain the inheritance of any people who should re-~
fuss to recognize and serve Jesus Christ, the God of the land,
and decline into sin. Under this decree fwo great civilizatlons have
in ancient times been swept off the land, and a prophetic warning .
left to the present occupants that if they should reject the Messiah
and fall into deep sin, they too should be swept off. From the begin-
ning God has- d331gned this land as\a place of 1nheritance for the,-
righteous,

When the Lord confounded the language at Babel and scattered the
people to all parts of the earth, he led one group to-America under
the leadership of two brothers, one of whom was named Jared. A pro-
rhet of that people writes: >

*He hath sworn in hls wrath unto the brother of Jared, that whoso
should possess this land of promise, from that time henceforth and
for ever, should serve him, the true and only God, or they should

be-swept off when the fulness of his wrath should come upon them.®-
Ether 1:30. ' :

The prophet(himself) Ether wrote from his own 1nsp1red knowledge
that *after the waters (of the flood) bhad receded from off the face -
of this land, it became a choice land above all other lands, a chosen
land of thke Lord; wherefore-the Lord would have that all men should
serve him, who dwell upon the face thereof.* (Ether 6:2-3). Eut why
should this land be more choiece than other lands upon the earth:? Did
God not make them all? The answer is clear and definite:

Tt was the place of the New Jerusalem, which should come down
out of heaven, and the holy sanctuary of the Lord."-Ether 6:3.
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The New Jerusalem here spoken of comprises the host of the
righteous from the beginning of the world, including the people of
Enoch who were translated, together with all later people whom the
Lord had gathered to himself. All these people will come with him at
his coming to receive an inheritance upon the earth, as the script-
ures have promised.'

But there is a preparation to be made for the great event of
Christ!'s coming. Through the restored gospel & people is to be gath-
ered and made ready to recelve the ‘heavenly Jerusalem. A holy city
is to be built up like the city'of Enoch of old. It is called Zion,
a New Jerusalem, and it is to be built up upon.the American contin-
ent. Ether wrote, or saw that: S

*A New Jerusalem should be built upon this land, unto the rem-
nant of the seed of "Joseph, ..wherefore a remnant of the house of
Joseph shall be built up upon this land; and it shall be a land of
their inheritance; and they shall build a holy city unto the Lord,
like unto the Jerusalem of old. ..And .there shall be a new heaven
and a new earth; and they shall be  like unto the o0ld, save the old
have passed away, and all things have become new., And then cometh the
New Jerusalem, and blessed are they who dwell therein, for it is they
whose garments are white through the blood of the Lamb."-Ether6:6-10.

: God's ancient blessing upon Joseph and his posterity was that

they should be given a special land whichrshould be a blessed land
above all others. (Gen..49:22-26; Deut. 33:13-17). The Lord promised
Joseph, that from his posterity he would raise up "a righteous branch!
which would be "in the latter days," at the time when Israel shall

be restored. (Gen. 50:28,31-32). All latter.day saints hold that-
Joseph's land is America, The Book of Mormon so declares 1it, and gives
historical evidence of its having been given to thé seed of Joseph.

- . Jacobj a prophet of this branch of Joseph in America, in the
fifth century before Christ, ingtructed his peeple that one of the
purposes of God in bringing the posterity of Joseph to this land was
‘that I might raise up unto me a righteous branch from the fruit of
the loins of Jeseph.," (Jacob 2:34). This righteous branch has not yet
been raised up, and points to the Zion of latter days, the holy city,
which we have seen is to be built up upon this land. - -

In 1832 the Lord spoke "concerning his church, established in the
last days for the restoration of his people, as he has spoken by
the mouth of his prophets, and for the gathering of his saints to
stand upon Mount Zion, which shall be the city New Jerusalem; which
city shall be built, ..in the western. boundaries.of the State of
Missouri.'..Verily, this is the word of the Lord, that the city New
Jerusalem shall be bullt by the'gathering of the saints, bgginning
at this place."-D'C 83:1-2. A : A

The Lord by personal conversation told Enoch, "As I livé, even
so will I come in the last days, in the days of wickedness and -
vengeance, to fulfill the oath which I made unto you, concerning the
children of Noah: and the day shall come that the earth shall rest,
(the millenium), but before that day, ..righteousness will I send
‘down out of_heaven; and truth will I send. forth out of the earth, to
bear testimony of my Only Begotten; ..and righteousness and truth'ylll
I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out my owt
elect from the four quarters of the earth unto a place which 1 8h311
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prepare; a holy city, that my people may gird up their 1oins, and
be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my o
tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem, . .Then shall
you and all your city meet them there,; ...and there shall be my a-
bode, and it shall be Zion which shall come forth out of all the cre-
ations which I have made; and for the space of a thousand years shall
the earth rest, And it came to pass that Enoch saw the days of the .
coming of the Son of Man, in the last days, to dwell on the earth in
righteousness, ...for the space of a thousand years."(D c 36 12-14;
See also D C 108:8-11), _

America's secret is thus revealed. God has reserved the land a-.
gainst extreme or long continued wickedness, because of having chosen
it as the place of the redeemed at the time of his coming, and the
prlace where he will make his abode with his redeemed for a thousand
years, It 1s to be the place of his tabernacle, his sanctuary. Those‘
who come with him are those®who have died in me," (those translated
pass through a change equal to death and the resurrection), "even as
many as have loved me and kept my commandments, -and none elae'“(D C.
28:3); or as again indicated, “the church of the Firstborn."(D C.76:5).
It is to be the land where the gospel should be restored, (as it was .
in the last century), and where. the latter day Zion should.be built
up, a holy city, in preparation for Christ and his hosts when they
shall come, for "The Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that
turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the - Lcrd.”-Isaiah 59:20.

Since Christ's rule and kingdom are to extend the full length of
the earth, and all nations are to acknowledge. him, it is apparent
that Zilon upon this land where the Lord makes his abode, will be the
capital of the world. No wonder America has been from the beginning
a "chosen land,” and a%choicde land} in the Lord's eyes, No wonder it
was gliven to the beloved son of'Jacob the more righteous Joseph, with
the promise that from his seed in the latter days the Lord would build .
.up a righteous people, a Zion, as the,begiﬁning of the great things
to follow. No wonder, too, that the Lord has showered upon this land
the greater blessings of gospel light and truth among every people
who have been permitted to occupy here, including civil liberty so
long as the inhabitants were worthy of it.

While the redeemed-the resurrected and glorified redeemed will
occupy upon the western hemisphere, the people who live in mortality
during the millenium will occupy upon the eastern hemisphere with
Jerusalem as the capital, and the redeemed Israel as the dominant
nation. (Some dlstinct1on must be made between the redeemed who are
with Christ, who are redeemed from sin and death and have ‘entered in-
to their glory; and the redeemed Israel who have been redeemed frou
their temporal rejection and scattered condition, and restored to
nationhood and to the favor of God. They still await their spiritual
redemption.) Thus the earth will continue till the. end of the thousartd
Years, when other and greater changes will take place.

THE CELESTIAL GROUP TBACED TO THEIR FINAL DESTINY

After digressing to consider.the mortals, and the separate in-
heritances of them and the redeemed, we now turn back to the celes-
tial group. We have reviewed their resurrection and lightly touched
on their condition during the thousand years. They continue with Christ
upon earth, no doubt under his instruction and being developed and
perfected for the greater glory to come after the judpment The king-
dom is to become "without spot or blemish,"
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The Only Redeemed Ones On Earth

'So_far as we know the reeurrected people of the celestial order

are the only ones who will have residence on the earth in the mili-
enium. The terrestrial group will be resurrected just after Christ's
coming but following the principle of segregation, which we have ajl-
. ready set forth, it is not likely that they will occupy with the cel-
estial who have already entered into a portion of the celestial
glory. Mention . is made regarding those who do not.or can not keep
the celestial law that they can not ablide a celestial glory, and

st inherit "another kingdom." There is no mention of the people of
‘any other glory being on the éarth at this time.

-The thtle Season

Following the thousand years period there will be a ahort space
of time allowed for the great climax to be reached among the mortals,
‘called "the little season." No word suggests the length of this sea-
son, in which Satan, having been loosed, will accomplish his work in
regaininp a hold on the hearts of mortal men. He will lead them into
sin, rebellion and eventually to destruction; that is the nations,
though it would not be consistent to assume that a1l in mortality
will follow his lead. There will be the kingdom of Israel with its
ingathering of many Gentiles from the nations, who will undoubtedly
remain loyal to Christ and who will be spiritually redeemed. A cen-
tury or more would not be a 1onger time than necessary for Satan to
accomplish so great a work.

Tt is at this time that the earth w111 have filled the measure
of its creation; that is the last of the spirits of men as created
'in' the beginning,. of which the number was limited, will have born
into the world; for as we read in Genesis 2 that after the Lord had
created man he ended his work and he rested, ‘or ceased to create any
.more, on the seventh day. He also says that "I, the Lord God, had
created all the children of men." That was before the fleshlv man
was made, for Adam was not created until after the seventh day. God
has designed that the earth should stand somewhat under the present
conditions until the last spirit has been born, when the earth in
its present stage will have answered the purpose of its creation,
“and a change will come., The Lord says,

"After it hath filled the medsure of . its creation, it shall be
‘érowned with glory, even with the presence of God the Father; that
hodies who are of the celestial kingdom may possess it for ever and
ever; for, for this intent was- 1t made ,and created;"--D C 85:4.

There will come an end. to mortality. ‘At the end of the little

' season the wicked will be destroyed ‘and likely the righteous mor-.
tals will be changed and, like. their fathers throughout the thousand
years, be caught up 1nto the’ holy city,

The Judgment

. The scriptures tell of & great day of judgment when all men shall
stand to be judged. The teaching of scripture so frequently emphas '
that all men are ‘included. under. this 1udgment that we can hardly #x-
empt any from it.- ‘

On this day of Judgment the Supreme Judge will be the Christ,

- for 'he himself has said, "The Father hath committed all judgment
unto the. Son,“(John 5z 22), And Fraul states that "we shall all stand

before the judgment seat of Chrlst “«Bomans 14:10. ’
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, There 13 no just judgment without 1aw, and God has given a law
by which men will be judged in that day. In general that law is all
covered in the gospel, though the gospel includes much also, espec-
ially in the prov1sions for divine helps by the ministry of the Holy
. Spirit which supplies light and life and the power to distinguish
“between good and evil. The ﬁospel with its law was given to men in
the beginning, and was designed to continue perpetually, but when
men turned altogether away from it and repudiated it, "there came
’fimes of lapse. :

- That law is® revealed in the Bible. But. the Bible 1s not the only

compilation of divine law; it did not come into existence until more
.than four thousand years after Adam. But the divine revealments were
recorded by Adam and his successors, and the antediluvians had divine
scriptures containing the law. The Israelites had their scrlptures,

and two successlive nations in America had their own scriptures. No
doubt there are others. It is nowhere said that men will be judged

by the Ritle alone; but John's vision of the judgment showed that
"the books were opened, .. and the dead were judged out of those
things which were written in the books."-Rev. 20:12.

Jesus said, "The word that T. have spoken, the same shall judge
him in the last day," and speaking to the Nephite nation of the books
which should be written by them containing his words, he said, Yout
of the hooks which shall be written shall thy seed be judged. "(John
12:48; 1 Nephi 3:116). The Rible was unknown to the Nephites but they
did have scriptures of their own(the brasgs plates, which was much
more voluminous than the Bible)} containing the words of God uttered
. by Christ and his inspired prophets, Again we read, "Oout of the books
which shall be written I will judge the world, every man according
to their own works, according to that which is written."(2 Nephi 12:

- 66). Every people will be judged according to whatever scripture they
possess, and -according to the light given them. -

How the Celestial People will Be Judged.

The celestial class have been obedient to the gospel law, and
whatever sins they may have had have been forgiven. So there is nothing
in the way of sin to answer for. Besides, they must have passed a
preliminary Judgment whereby they were accepted as worthy of the par-
adise of Gnd in the spirit world, and of the resurrectlon. Why theﬂ
are they to be judged?

_ In this world men are brousht before the courts to be judged only
for violations of law, or on an accusation of transgression. Earthly
conrts do not judee men for their good deeds; but God's judgment takes
in the good things of a man's 1life as well as the bad. In that day

‘it must be determined what pgood the man has done or the good he has
attained, for the judgment is preliminary to the awarding of reward:

for good as well as rewards for evil, Every man's whole life will be
taken into review. :

Under the principle of forgiveness as taught in the gospel it
must be apparent, that a man's later acts of righteousness and repent ~
ance by which he obtains forgiveness, must remove the forgiven sins
from the record of his life. It is a broad principle in life that one
act often cancels another. This is true under the gospel The Lord
spoke through Ezekiel:
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"Rut if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath
committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful
.and ripght, he shall surely live -and not die. All his transgressions
that he hath committed, they shall not he remembered unto him,"-
Fzekiel 16:21.

Such'a man will find ir: the day of Jjudgment that his later works
of righteousness have cancelled out his sins and he will enter into
eternal 1.fe. "he Lord says such "will T hold guiltless before my
#ather in that day when 1 shall stand to judge the world." With their
fins forgiven their judgment will be upon their righteocusness. Their
Jov will know no bounds when  -they hear the great Judge say, "Come
untc me, ye blessed, for behold your works have been the works of
riehteousness upon the face of -the earth."-Alma 7:43. '

““he judement is the last rreat act in the vast work of redempt-
ion, at which time the people of the celestial order will have been
round cleansed and sanctified, and perfected, and prepared to enter
i-to the fulness of their slory. ™hisis the time when 1t is said,
"rie that is rirhteous, let him be ripghtecus still, and he that is
nolyv let him be holy still,nv ; o

The Lord desires not only that none shall be cast off, but also
than none should fail of the highest reward of glory that he has made
possible. Christ pleaded, "Revent all ye ends of the earth, and come
“unto me, and be baptized iv my name, that ye may be sanctified by '
the reception of the Holy Ghost, that ye may stand spotless *t the
last day."--3 Nephi 12; 33, ‘ ' '

. There is 11ttle revealed as to the condltlons in the celestlal
world in its ultimate stape. It is doubtful Af it could be express-
ed in words, or that human Janguage could’ convey more than the faint-
est idea of its glories; nor can mortal mino comprehend them. we
give here what the Lord has:revealed.

"Phese shall dwell in the’ presence of - God and his Christ ior ever
and ever: ..These are they who are come unto Mount Zion, and unto
the city of the living God, the heavénly place, the holiest of all.
'nese are they whose bodies are celestial, whose. glory is that of
the sun, even the glory of God the highest of all; whose glory the
sun of the firmanent is written of as being typlcal "-p C 76 9

The Lord uays ‘the promise of eternal life includes the "glory
ot the celestial kingdom; which.elory .is that of the church of  the
Firstborn, even of God, the holiest of all."(D C 85:2). "And then
shall the- angels be crowned with the plory of his might, and the
saints shall be filled with his vlory, and receive their 1nher1tance
and be made equal with him.* (DC 85:33). =

‘"We saw the glory of the pelestial, which excels in all thlngs,
where od, even the Father, reigns .upon his throne for ever and evey
before whose throne all things bow in’ humble reverence and give llp:
rFlory for ever and ever. They who dwell in his presence are the
church of the Firstborn; and they see as they are seen, and know
they are known, having received of his fulness and of his pgrace;

ari
he makes them equal in power, and- 1n might, and in domlnmon 1L..57C ?

G“\

The place of inheritance for the celestial order is upon Line
earth itself, which is to be changed, cleansed and sanct;ilea and
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finally glorified with the celestial glory, thus making li &dapt~
able to ghe requirements of the righteous. All those who are not
qualified to receive this inheritance "must 1nherit another kink-
dom." We read

"He that endureth in faith and doeth my will the same shall
overcome, and shall receive an inheritance upon the earth when the
day of transfiguration shall come; when the earth will be transfig-
ured, even according to the pattern which was shown unto mine apos-
tles upon the mount."-D C 63:6 ;

“Phe poor and the meek of the earth shall inherit it, ..There~
fore it must needs be sanctified from a 11 unrighteousness, that it
may be prepared for the celestial glory; for after it hath filled -
the measure of its creation, it shall be crowned with glory, even
with the presence of God the Father; that bodies who are of the
celestial kingdom may possess it for ever and ever; for, for this .
intent was 1t made and created; and for this intent are they sanct-
ified, ...Wherefore it shall be sanctified; .. and the riphteous‘
shall inherit it."-p C 85:4. '

John saw this change, and wrote, '"I S8W a4 new heaven and a new
earth; for the first heaven and the first earth were pdssed away."
This chanpe came about through the power of Christ, for "He . that
sat upon the throne said, Behold T make all things new.*(Rev. 21:1,5)
The disciples of Jesus understood that this change would come, for
he said to them, "Ye say also that ye know that heaver and the earth
shall pass away, and in this ye say: trulv for so it 16.%(D C 45:3).
The Lord further spoke of what should follow the millenium and the
little season, "Then cometh: the end of the earth, and the earth
shall pass away so as by fire."-D C 43:7. - )

The passing away of the heaVens .and the earth does. not mean that .
they will become non-~-existent, but indicates that they will go through
a process of change that will be so.absolute that 1little semblance of
the old will remain. This is further shown in the following:

"When the thousand years are ended ...the end shall come, and
the heavens and the earth shall be.consumed and pags away; and there
shall be a new heaven and a new earth, for old things shall pass a-
way and all things shall become new, even the heaven and the earth
-and all the fulness thereof."-D C 28:6.

These changes must come by‘the marvelous Nisdom and power of-God
through his Son Jesus Christ by whom the worlds were made in the
first place., He has said, "For mine own purpose have I made these
things. Here 1s wisdom and it remaineth in me.®(Preface to Inspired
Version, 21). His purpose has never been revealed to man. The earth
1s now going through its stages of ‘development together with its. in-
habitants, and will continue to do so until the appointed time or
end. Then the full purpose of the Creator will appear to the redeemed
humanity in a transformed, sanctified, and glorified world, whose
gloriousness of life and splendor of environment can not’ be conceived
by man at the present time, for "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the thinps whlch God
hath prepared for them that love him."-1 Cor. 2:9.

It is upon this chenged and glorified earth that the obedient
children of God, who have overcome by falth, and been perfected
through the sanctifying power of their Savior, will find an eternal
abode. "These are they which came out of great tribulation, and havc
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washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb,
Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day ang
night in his temple; and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell
among them."-Rev. 7:14,

Here we leave these people of the celestial order to enjoy the
glory and the presence of Christ whom they have served, and who has
redeemed them, and return to take up the course of events in the ex-
verience of another class of humanity.

The Terrestrial Order Ia the Spirit World

Going back to the world of discarnate spirits we look at the
group known as the terrestrial class. These have a separate place
from those of the celestial which we have already mentioned. They are
in the terrestrial world-a world adapted to itheir particular con-
ditions and needs, under a glory which they can endure, and where
the work of Christ their Bedeemer 1s béing carried on with a view to
their development, pnerfection, sanctification, and ultimate glori-
fication within bounds of the terrestrial glory when they will re-
celve a fulness. Like those of the celestial order, there is much
to be accomplished by them and for them in order that they shall be
fitted for that fulness in the final kingdom of God.

~In all probability the number of those in this class is greater
“than that of thé celestial, and' include a number of types of people,
“of which we may note the following-

. - 1. Those who dled ‘without law. Millions of earth's inhabitants
“have lived and died without a knowledge of Christ and the law of his
gospel. Justice could not condemn these who had no opportunity to
Obey.or to disobey. As pertaining to Christ -and his law their lives
"are neutral; they have not wilfully disobeyed, and their lack of know-.
" ledge and opportunltv made it impossible for them to obey. The teach-
inr of scripture regarding these.is plain:. “where no law is, there
.1s no transpgression." (Romans 4:15), %Sin is not imputed to them who
have no law."{Rom. 5:13). *If T had bot come and spoken unto them,
they had not had sin." (John 15:22). "His blood atoneth for the sins
(wrongs) of those who have fallen by the transgression of Adam, who
‘have ignorantly sinned." (Fos. 1:107). ."The power. of redemption cometh
on. all them that have no law." (koro. 8 . 26) .

: At death all such enter into a paradise of peace where they do
“‘have the privileges of the gospel of salvation, for Feter says,."The
gospel is preached to them that are dead that they might be Judﬁed
according to men in the flesh.," (1 Peter u 6). Here they are removed
. from the common evils and the opposing influences of the world, &nd
- hear the gospel under the most favorable circumstanceg, B8O that all
-are 1ikely to obey.

: while these who died without law are undeér no condemnation as
nertaining to the law of the gospel, It is necegsary to remembev tha.

- neither are they justified by the 1aw. They can not reach the heights
. of glory and perfection even in the terrestrial kingdom because of
‘-their ignorance, nor by remaining in their ignorance. Perfection comes
only by obedience to law and opportunities lacking in this 1ife will

~ be extended to thém . in the spirit world. It is for this cuuse that
. the gospel is preached to them, and time is granted for their obed-

" ience and development. Of necessity the rospel is adapted to thei™

'-ynarficular conditions and needs and it is through the gosnel 1aw that

" they move on to the ultimate fulness’ of terrestrial glory, being

- sdved in the kingdom of God, -
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2. Some Who are Kept in Prison. There are some people who in this
life have accepted Christ, obeyed the ordinances and have come into
the covenant, but who have not fulfilled their obligations to a con-
sigtent degree. They have drifted into sin, or have not striven to .
overcome the evil of their natures but have been indulgent therein.
Cr perhaps through carelessness and indifference they have failed to
properly evaluate the divine law and have neglected to observe its
requirements in many points. Yet their sins are not so extreme but
what they can by repentance recover from them, though because of such
sins they fail to qualify for the celestial glory.

Enoch mentions two classes of disobedient people in the days of
Noah; First, those whose sins were the greatest of all men whom God
had created and of whom ‘he says, “misery shall be their doom; and
the heavens shall weep over them."Second, those who will be reclaimed,
and of whom the Lord has said, "I will shut them up; a prison have I
preparec for them, and that (Christ) which . I have chosen has plead
before my face; wherefor he suffereth for their sins, inasmuch as they
will repent, in the day that my chosen shall return unto me; and until
that day thev shall be in torment." (Gen. 7:43-45), That day was the
time of Christ's death and resurrection when he went and preached to
the spirits in prison.-1 Peter 3:18-20. '

Apain Enoch mentions these same two groups in describing the
resurrectlon of Christ which he saw in vision. After telling of the
resurrection of the saints, he saw " that "as many of the sp1r1ts as
were in prison came forth and stood at the right hand of God."(Gen.

7:6L4) . "hese are the second class mentioned above who had suffered
because of their sins, yet had recognizable claims to salvation. We
have long been of the opinion that these were the spirits of men who
.~ had come into the gospel, for the pgospel was preached in Noah's time,
but because of disregard of the law they had espoused had lost.th eir
rirght to celestial inheritance and were able to attain the terrestrial
only after a very . long time of bitter reformation, Christ continued
to plead for ‘them during the time of their sufferings.

The others, correspondlng to the first class mentioned above,
whose sins were greater than all others' sins, and whose doom was
misery; (doom means irrevocable destiny; final judgment); are referred
to as *the remalnder (who) were resérved in chains of darkness until
the judgment of the great day."(Gen. 7:64), They were confined under
darkness without hope of light, and without hope of mercy. There was
no salvation for them. In Gene81s 7:1 this hopeless class is referred
to as "many have believed not, and have perished in their sins, and.
are looking forth with fear, In torment, for.the filery indignation of
the wrath of God to be poured out upon them." These "believed not"
when the opportunity was offered them through the gospel to belicve
and be saved. But they would not. They rejected Christ and hkis gospel
and thus forfeited their right to eternal life.

We have described these two classes here in order to establish
the status of that class which wés given a period of reformatory suf-
fering, and yet brought forth to eternal life. Many scriptures teach
that the disobedient who reject the truth of God when offered to then,
and turn away the offer of salvation, are the ones who go down to
hopeless darkness to awalt the.doom of the final day of judgment. We
have seen that these who never heard the pospel in this life are en-
titled to salvation through the atonement of Christ, opportunity for
obedience being given them later. The others, then, who suffer tem-
porarily in the prlqon for sin, and yet come forth in the first res-
urrection to receive eternal 1life in the terrestrial kingdom, can be
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none other than those who aocepted the gospel in this l1life, yet faij-
ed to live according to it. They never refused it nor repudiateg it,
and consequently never forfeited theilr right to salvation.

Jesus warns his people of this very danger, Several times in the
sermon on the mount he told his disciples that il they permitted cep-
tain sins to remain in their lives they would suffer the miseries of
hell; not that they would be utterly rejected but that through suffer-
ing they must learn obedience, In Hatthew 18: 23-24 Jesus gives extend-
ed teaching on this very point and applies the warning specifically
to the twelve apostles. The Doctrine and Covenants also speaking to
men of the church warns that any man neglecting his plain duty and re-
mainine under sin “shall with the wicked, 1ift up his eyes in hell,
being in torment." (101:2), Some of the covenant children of Cod, be-
cause of sin, may be under the necessity of making reformation by a
period of suffering in the place of correction called hell. It appears
therefore, that the spirits long in prison but who came forth to eter-
nal life at the time of Christ's resurrection, were disobedient .

- ¢hildren of God. And there are later ones in like circumstances.

3. Honorable Men of the harth There are many upright and honor-
able men living in gospel lands, who because of the cares ol the world
of business, or of profession, or because of being blinded by erroneous
doctrines, and mistaken institutions professing Christianity, or be-

cavse of social environment and family ties, fail to recognize the
true rmospel and the true church of Jesus Christ; believing what they
have been taught from childhood that they are sufficiently Christian;’
who in this 1ife never come to obey the gospel as the Lord requiies.
They are honest in business, just in thelr-dealings, charitable to
‘their fellows, and have a deep love for the truth and. ripht in all
things. Their 1lives are free from the prosser.sins, and like the rich
young man who came to Jesus, are 10ved of God ‘ ,

Such persons are recelved at death into the paradise of God in
the terrestrial realm, where thelr opportunities to learn and obey
are extended. The gospel in its fullness and purity is there preached,
and will undoubtedly be received yladly by such wmen. They are in line

- for eternal life. «

4, Those who are not vallant in the testlmony of Jesus. kany who
hear and accept the gospel in this life fail In diligence. They do not
indulge in the more prievous sins, but live a life of partial neglect,
and of indifference to spiritual matters. They fultill the outward
forms of religious duly, but do little in building up individual falth
and righteousness. They are not valiant in the service of God. Treir
sin 1s mainly that of omission rather than that of commission, But
having obeyed the gospel ordinances, and having ‘borne- Christ's name,
while their sin is not so grievous as to forfeit their right to eter-
nal life, they are received into the terrestrlal world end after. the
necessary reform are saved in that plory.

These four tvpes of people all find their place w1th ‘the terres-
trial world of spirits. They do not mingle with those of the celest1ai
world for the Lord has said that they "can rot abide & celestial
rFlory.* In this the Lord does n ot deny them anything they- are cap-
able of receiving, but grants them all that they can contain. As we
have before observed every man determiries by his life the plory in
which he can and will occupy in the eternal world, Tt is no arbitrary
decision of God, but to every man is given the higheqt that he is cap-
able of receiv1ng and using. ;
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: "hese are they who receive of his flory, but not of his fulness,
these are they who receive of the presence of the Son but not of ‘the .
fulness of the Father." (D C 76 6) Using Paul's 111ustratlon these

are of the glorv of the moon. :
' Resurrection of Terrestrial Souls_

We have already obgerved that the: terrestrial spirlts waltinp in —

the terrestrial paradise prior to Christ's coming in the flesh, were.

resurrected at the time of his resurrection. Those who have dled since

will wait until Christ returns to the earth when their resurrection
will take place just afcer his coming. While the resurrection of the -
celestial class and that of the terrestrial class ‘are closely re- =
lated, yet they are separate and distlnct. :

In Doctrine and Covenants B85:27~ 28 the call to the resurrection

is described as the call of a trumpet. The first trumpet. sounds before

the Lord comes when those of the celestial order .are raised ‘and
caurht up to meet him. They'return with him, After this the second
trump sounds and-those of the teérrestrial world are brought forth. _
Eeing secondary in point of time also suggests that they are second-
ary in gradation. It is said that “"They have part in the first res-
urrection," for the resurrection of these two classes 1s generally
spoken of as "“"the first resurrection,” the second resurrection not
coming until after the mlllenium.V>

Final Iriheritance of Terrestrial Class

As before shown the celestial class is to find 1nher1tance upon‘
the ‘earth during the thousand years of Christ's reign. We know of no
such promise repa-~ding the terrestrial class. In fact nothing is said
of their whereabouts beyond an indefinite statement that they who
are not sanctified by the celestial ‘law "must inherit another king-~
dom, even that of a terrestrial kingdom." ( D C 85:5). The word “kinpg-
dom" as here used refers to worlds, so that it would appear that the
inheritance of the terrestrial people must be upon some. other planet,

Little is revealed as to their condition or activities, but reas—
oning by analogy between them and,the celestial, we may assume that
for the thousand years the latter are belng deveIO)ed and perfected
upon the earth, the former will be following a similar process in
their own klngdom. It is said that "they who are quickened by a por-
tion of the terrestrial glory,(presumably in the resurrection), shall
then (after the millenium) receive of the same, even a fulness." The
riness comes only after a proper development. ( D C 85:6).

Judpgment of the Terreéestrial Feople

Like the celestial class the people of the terrestrial world must
have already passed a partial judegment, and been found worthy to come
forth in the first resurrection. No soul remaining under guilt could
have part therein. These people had been forgiven and were redeemed,
and there were no sins behind them for which they must be judged in
the day of judgment after the thousand years.

But the record of good works made by these people will be to their
credit in the day of judgment, and will determine their reward ir tue
kingdom of God, Their lives will come under review and they will be
found worthy of etermal 1life in the final kingdem of God.
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Final Inheritance of Terrestrial (Class '

The terrestrial people are saved in the kingdom of God, in the
terrestrial glory, which is separate from the celestial. Of the nature
of this world, or the exact conditions, we have no knowledge, nor can
we, for its glory is beyond our comprehension. Their joy knows no
bounds; and. their attainments beyond all previous anticipations., Their

Joy is in their service which thev give to the everlasting Bedeemer
who has redeemed them.

A .As in the splrlt life the terrestrial class have their inheritance
separate from -the celestial. They are in "another kingdom" which it-
self is in the kingdom of God, for the kingdom of God is not limited
to one small place, nor even one small world. Jesus saig,"In my
Father's house are many mansions;" and in latter days he has said,
"fhere are many kingdoms,® or worlds. ('D C 85:9). Here the purpose
of the esreat Creator has heen reached, and they will be at the service
of their God throughout eternity. '

TIF CCURSE OF THE TELESTIAL CLASS
' The Spirit World

Whe teleqtial realm is a motley patherlng of human spirits of
mixed types, comprising the rreater portion of mankind, such as are
not. qualified by obedience to the gospel, or by the rlghteousness re-—
aguired therein in this life, to pgain a place with those of the terr-
estrial and celestial realms. Here are the multitudes who in this life
have mnot sought Christ, notwithstanding some of them have professed
him and bore his name, and some have assumed to be his ministers.
Here are the more wicked part of humanity, such as have spent their
lives 3in unbelief and sin; in the things of self, They are the rich
who despise and reglect the poor; the socialites who live only for
pleasure; thé politician who sSeeks prestige and power at the sacri-
fice of truth and honor, and the welfare of his fellows; the philos-
opher am teacher, who bv false teaching turns his fellows away from
Christ; the evil designer who seeks the wealth of others by decept
- ion and fraud to the dcstroylng of health and morals, and life itsell;
the oppressor who through greed denies the just. rights and claims of
others in order to-.enrich hlmself to their impoverishment; and many
-~ others.

Looking more closely we find the scrlptures specifying the follow-
ing types or conditions. Those who, because of giving first place in
their lives to the things of the world, failed to consider or heed
Christ and his gospel., Those who. bull& up factional groups or.churches
of . supposed Christians to the hindering and denying of the true faith
and church. of Jesus Christ. They who build up so-called Christian
institutions after the names of- men, such as Paul or Appolos, Moses,
John, ‘and even Christ, falsely,- hav1np not received the gospel of
Chrlst Tho se prof9351ng Christianity yet believe not the prophets.

. Those who are liars, sorcerers, adulterers, whoremongers, lovero ol
falsehood and those who make 11es.,:

These are the people who have cursed the world by thelr denial
of God's truth to the darkeninp of souls; the suppression of right
and justice; the dissemination of. evil things especially throurh lit-
erature and public speaking; and all such things. In these matters
the Lord is not referrlng to the pettv and incldental sins of men,
Jhut to’ the far reachlng eV1lsand deceptlons practiced by men for

e
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#1fish ends. These sins are mostly those of influential men who have
the power to sway the masses, and who for various reasons create and
publish perversive matter to the denying of truth and right ideals
and the building up of false standards. The divine warnings include
all who becloud and befoul whatever is good in the world, and stimu-
late hate against the innocent, and the oppression upon the poor., -
"These are they who are thrust down to hell,"-D C 76:7.

“ut these people of the telestial world have one important factor
in their favor. Sinful as they have been they have not "sinned unto
death, “.mhey, having not directly known and wilfully rejected the pos-
pel of Jesus Christ, can not be justly.cast off for ever. They have
not. forfeited their right to have an opportunity for salvation, which
opportunity must reach them in the spirit world since it was not theirs
in this 1life. There the gospel is preached as stated by Feter,(l Peter
4:6). Trere 1s hope for them, and the Lord has said that they shall
‘be ministered to, and "shall be heirs of salvation."-D C 76:7.

. But at what cost, for they suffer for their sins There every man
endures the consequences of his sins, and they- are misery and woe.
The evils which he sent forth into the world to curse humanity will
spring up within himself to inflame his soul with terrible torment.
The hell fire which he endures is not of God's making but his own. it
is by these sufferings, in many instances continuing for ages, that
‘these wicked sre led to repentance and obedience. They learn obedlence
only "by the things which they suffer.” "rthey shall not be redeemed
from the devil until the last resurrection,"-D C 76:7.

The place of the telestial spirits is referred to as a "prison
house;*% "hell". It is not their final abode, nor are their sufferings
final or absolute, but réformatory. They are prisoners of hope. "They
shall be heirs of salvation."The place is a vast school of teaching
and correction. It is a place for the transforming of human nature
from debasing evil to aspiring righteousness, and that through the
energetic cooperation of those to be reformed, No doubt as that re- '
form propresses there will be a corresponding amelioration of their
sufferings, for breaking with sin removes the shackles of sin, and
increasing righteousness inevitably brings light and frecdom, with
]oy and peace. .

This transformation is made possible through the great mercy and
loving kindness of their God whom they in this life despised and de-
famed. He sends to them messengers of light and truth from the terr-
estrial world, bearing the glad news of salvation and redemption, and
opening ‘up the way of return to God. They do not and can not receive
all that they might have received, had they been more righteous in
this world. Their sins have cost them the right to the higher glcries
in eternity. They are qavea in an inferior realm. The Lord says that
"where God and Christ are, they can not come worlds without end.*®
He also says "they receive not of his fulness in the eternal world
but of the Holy. Spirit through the ministration of the terrestrial."
The blessings of God and his gospel will be ministered by angels from
the terrestrial realm “who are appointed to minister for them, or
who are appointed to be ministering spirits for them."-D C 76.7.

Isaiah speaks of some of this class: "The Lord shall punish the
host of the high ones that are on high, and the kings of the earth
upon the earth. And they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are
gathered in the pit, and they shall be shut up in prison, and after

hy,
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many days shall they be v1sited ".Isalah 24:21-22,

Ezekiel also descrlbes some conditions of these people who ape
"delivered unto death, ...with them that go down to the pit. Tny,g
saith the Lord God; in the day that he went down to the grave j
caused a mourning, ...when 1 cast him down to hell with them that
descend into the pit; ...all that drink water, shall be comforted
in the nether parts of the earth."-31: 14-18,

Jesus also refers to this class when he oald "Who-8oever shall
be ashamed of me, and of my words, ...of him alao shall the Son of
tan be ashamed, when he cometh." (Mark 8:41-42), They also are in-
c¢luded in the last resurrection in saying of those who come forth,
“Thev that have done good unto. the resurrection of life."-yohn 5. 28

Resurrection comes to the telestial world after the thouvand
vears reipn of Christ on the earth, Jesus speaks of it as the time
“in the which all who are in their graves shall hear his voice, and
shs1ll come forth," This is the last resurrection.

Frequently two or more events are mentioned in the scriptures as
one, There are reallyv Lwo resurrectlons after the millenium, but they
are so near topether, and so closely related, that they are often
referred -to as one resurrection. It is the 1ast resurrection in two
parts, just as the first resurrection is in two paxts as we have
shown, At the Tirst resurrection Lwo proups remain in the spirit,
one being the telestial class, and the other thé sons of perdxtion
.or those without hope. Both of these classes come forth in the last
resurrection, Doctrine and Covenants points. to a distinction between
these two classes , and inclines to the thought of separate resurrec-
tionsg. (85:29- 30) Paul suggests an "order" to the resurrection when
he says "every man in his own order.® Jesus at least divides this
last resurrection into two classes. when he says "they that have done
pood, unto the resurrection of -1life; and they that have done evil,
unto the resurrection of damnation.“-Johnm 5:29, K.J.V.).

Doctrine and Covenants 85:6 also ‘indicates separate resurrections.
Each class is quickened by the glory which is its own; that is the
celestial people are quickened by the celestial glory, the terrestrial
people by the terrestrial glqry, and the telestial by the telestial
glory. Then it says, that is after the telestial are quickened, "they
that remain shall also be quickened.® These are the fourth class or
those in perdition. Their quickening or Pesurrectlon 1s a separate
event, and that without glory, as we shall see.

The Judgment of the Telestial Class

4 Followlng their resurrectlon from the dead the next great exper*
iencé for those of the telestial order is the - judgment. In common with
211 humanity their works on earth will be reviewed and their depgree of .
glory determined according as their works have been good or evxl.

It is assumed by some, perhaps thoughtlessly, that salvation means.
equality or reward or glory. But salvation is one thing and reward
another, A life of sin leaves its mark upon the person which forsive-
ness can not remove. Forgiveness removes the burden of puilt, ard
stays the etermal ‘consequences of sin; but it does not and can not
give character. Character results. from victorious struggle apainst
temptation and the soul- destroying influences of evil, and develops .
sloWwly by righteous 11v1ng. God can not give character. Man makes it.
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Forgiveness wipes the slate clean and glves ‘A new opportunity to make'
a better record. But this life is the tihme for making character, and
the character formed here remains. This is why men are to be judged
according to the works done "in the flesh." It is never said. that the
works of the. spirit world will be con31dered in determining reward

or glory in the day of judgment. :

. The character a man forms here he takes with him’ into the next
~world, and it is the one he must live with in eternity, notwithstand-
inge forgiveness and salvation. True it is that pguilt is removed;
evil inherent in the flesh through Adam's transgression is removed
also by the resurrection, But the effect upon the soul of acquired
evil, that which a man by his free cholce has made his own, remains,
(See "Alma 19:61- 94) . This is why those of the telestial world can
not attain to the terrestrial or to the celestial glory, and this is
why it is decreed that "where God and Christ are they can not come,
worlds without end."(D C 76:7). They can not abide the higher glory.
Yet the lord has made merciful provision for them, saying, "These
‘all shall bow the knee, and every tongue shall confess to him who ,
5its ‘upon the throne- for ever and ever; for they shall be judged ac~-
cording to their works; and every man shall receive accordlnp to hls
own works, and his own dominion, in the mansions which are nrepared u
(b C 76: ?). The Book 0. Mormon says that. they will confess "that his
judgments are just, #Mosiah 8:71.

The individual conditions vary much as their lives have varied,
so that reward of glory varies in different individuals. Faul com-
pares this variation to the varying ‘brightness of the stars, "for
cne star differeth from another star in glory.*( 1 Cor. 15:41) And -
the Doctrine and Covenants,(76:71), "For as one star differs’ from
another star in glory, even 50 differs one from another in glory in
the telestial world."

Final Inheritance gﬁfthé’Telestial

Like the final state of the celestial and the terrestrial, little
is said of that of the telestial class. They are received into the
kingdom of God, and have eternal 1life in glory. While by comparison
with the higher, the glory is much inferior, yet it is glorious in- .
deed, for the Lord has said that th.- glory of the telestial surpasses
.all undprstandlng, and no man knows it except it is revealed by the
power of the Holy Spirit. . :

Some have tried to believe that in this eternal inheritance men
will progress in such a way as to advance from a lower to a higher
7lory until all reach the highest, and come to a fulness of God. How-
ever the scriptures do not Justify such a view. There is no promise
+” advancement from one glory to another., But there is one revealed
warning that should put the matter for ever at rest. The Lord says
of the telestial class, "But where God and Christ dwell they can not
come, worlds without end." (D C 76: 7v). There 18 no passing from or
Proup or realm to anofher, though there will likely be aevelopment
within the bounds of each glory. .

"hese people will not be idle for idleness 15 a condition utter-
ly foreipn to the kingdom of God. The whole universe of God is alive
with activity whereby the eternal purposes of God are beins wrought
out. So it is in the telestial world. The Lord has said, "They shali
be servants of the Most High." What more could they ask "than to be
rermitted to work for God and with God. What honor! What glory!

Wwhat joyl! What is there in human 1ife which inspired more delight and
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happiness than to be actively engaped in building for God and right?
Liks 211 others in the kingdom of heaven, the telestial souls will

find a fullness of joy in the service of their God. They are servants
of«the Most High.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

The "kingdom of God* is a term having limited applicatlon. As
used in the scriptures it does not apply to the cosmic universe,
which is God's realm, but to the ultimate places of abode of redeem-—
ed and saved humanity. It is a term relating to man. It includes more
than the celestial group, taking in the terrestrial and the telestial,
though sometimes each group 1s spoken of as a separate kingdom as
in Doctrine and Covenants 85:4-5, .

In general the world of humanity is divided into just two classes,
the saved and the unsaved; those who enter the kingdom of God and
those who are deniled entrance the just and the unjust, In the first

~class there are subdivisions, but they are all 1n the kingdom of God.
The kinpdom of God included the celestial, the terrestrial, and the

telestial groups. Whether the second class is subdivided we do nou
know,

In the great day of jJjudgment all-men will be judged as to their
standing, and assigned to their proper places. Nephi says "Wherefore,
the final state of the souls of men is to dwell in the kingdom of God,
or-to be cast out." (1 Nephi 4:60). Alma confirms this two fold di-~
vision when writing of the resurrection at which time "mortality(is)
raised to immortality; corruption to incorruption raised to endless
- happiness, to irherit the kingdom of God; or to endless misery, to
inherit the kingdom of the devil." (Alma 19:67). Abinadi, while fill-
ed with the Holy Ghost, declared that "there is a resurrectlon, .o
even this mortal shall put on 1mmortallty& ‘s +if they be good to the
resurrection of endless life and happiness; and if they be evil, to
"the resurrection of endless damnation." (Mo%. 8:81~-85). When men are
“judped of God, according to Alma, YIf they have been righteous, they
shall reap the salvation of their souls, according to the power and
deliverance of Jesus Christ; and if they have been evil, they shall
reap the damnaticn of their souls, according to the power and capt-
ivity of the devil. Now behold this 1s the voice of the angel, cry-
ing unto the people." (Alma 7:43-45). This is the teaching,of the
 scripture throughout. '

From the scripbural teachlngs it appears definite that all the
saved are in th2 kingdom of God; yet we have learned that the peoplc
of that kingdom are divided into three’ ‘'classes, the celestial, the
‘terrestrial, aud the telestial. The kingdom is adaptable to varied
classes of pecple, for éven the saved differ greatly in qualificat-
-lon and worthiness and must needs occupy under different conditions
and in different places, The‘unworthy‘must occupy outside the kingdom
of God. The loving and merciful God will have given all men full
and,ample opportunity to be saved, and those who will not qualify
but choose to abide in sin must accept what they have invited. It
is at the judgment day that the final division will be made, and
then "He that is filthy shall be filthy still." (Mormon h:?&) The
~opportunity for cleansing is passed for -ever, These are the dregs
of humanity, made so of their own choice. The Lord refers to them as
the "residue of the wicked."(D C 38:1), who are "kept in chains of
~darkness until the  judgment of the great day." _ _

] . . 4
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“THE SONS .. OF PERDITION CLASS

Their State Determined In This Life

In a previous lesson (pp 3-6) we set forth the teaching of scrip-
ture showing that the attitude and conduct of every man in this life
determined what his classification -would be in the future world. We
notice this teaching a 11ttle more fully in regard to the sons of

perdition.

Perdition means a state of sonl wherein the Spirit of God with
all its 11fe-giving qualities, and its strivings towards 1ife and
- happiness, has gone out from the man because of the man's willful
resistance, leaving him to his own carnal.nature, and to the power
‘and dominion of the adversary who is himself in perdition. Whatever
. Foodness he may have possessed.by inheritance, or which he acquired
by association with his fellow.men or by training, gradually dies
within him until he becomes destitiute of all goodness. He attains a
-state of absolute . évil from which there is no hope of recovery. -

John speaks of this state of the human soul, and while he says
-that -some sins are not unto death, he expressly states that “There
“1s a sin unto death;"( 1. John 5: 16), that is, a man may go so far
“dn sin as to put himself beyond recovery. The Lord also pledges to

forgive men for their sins when ‘they repent "who have not sinned unto
death." ( D C 64:2). The law glven to the church specifies that pre-
- meditated.murder on the part of amember is unforgiveable in this world
~or in the world to come. The Lord says he shall die. (D C 42:6-7)..
’ Persistent rejection of 1ight and truth when offered under the Spirit
of God apart from any grievous crime, eventuates in a state of perdit-
~ ion, All these sins are sich as are performed in this life, and in
‘each instance the separation from God without opportunity of restora-
“tion is reached in this life. It is this fact 'that makes necessary
and justifles a specially prepared place for such apart from the rest
of humanity where the light and mercy of God ‘is withheld, "They are
reserved in chains of darkness until the judgment of the great day,™
"They are vessels of wrath, doomed to suffer the wrath of God, with .
the devil and his angels 1n eternity, concerning whom I have said .
there is no forgiveness in this world nor in the world to come,"
Genesis 7:64; D C 76:4c. : :

A8 noted above those who have received the greater light and have
been cleansed and made the children of God, if they shall fall to the
committing of murder it is a sin unto. death. (This does not apply to
those who have not known.Christ). But ordinarily this sin against the
Holy Ghost; as it is sometimes called, is more than a single act. It
is more often a continuing sin, largely an attitude; always in op-
position to known truth and right, and always willful. The sin is
primarily against God rather than man, Some persons who have through
weakness continued in some evil habit have become concerned over the
fear that they may have committed this sin. They may dismiss thelr
-fears for as we have observed the sin is rebelliously wilful, and
those falling under 1t are not regretful nor anxiously concerned over

it.

The nature of this sin against the Holy Ghost and which culminates
in a state of perdition, has been the subject of much discussion and
sometimes controversy. It is little understood. Many theologians have
attempted to limit it to some one particular sin but it is more often
a persistent and wilful continuing in sin after the Spirit of God
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has revealed the truth and called to repentance. The scriptures spec-
ify no particular act of sin as such except that we have previously
mentioned. Briefly this sin is the deliberate and wilful spurning and
re jecting of the truth and righteousness of God when these things
have been offered under the light and power of the Holy Spirit, so
that the man is given a clear and certain knowledge of the W111 of
God. Such rejection puts a man where God can do nothing for him. To
persist in such an attitude is to drive out from the soul whatever
portion of the Spirit of God is there. "My Spirit shall not always
strive with man." "Prom him that repents not, from him shall be tak-
en even the light which he has recelved." (D C 1:5). With the pgoing
out from a man's soul of the 1light and Spirit of God, the man is left
to the power of the adversary, and becomes totally perverse.

lJatter day revelation has supplied much to make plain the sin a-
gainst the Holy Ghost, and the perdition to which it leads.

"fhe wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodli-
ress and unrighteousness of men; who love not the truth but remain
in unrighteousness, after that which may be known of God is manifest
to them; ...so that they are without excuse; because that when they
knew God, they glorifizd him not as God. ...Wherefore God also gave

them up to uncleanness, through the lusts of their own hearts."-Rom.
18 24,

‘"Phere are none to deliver you, for ye obeyed not my voice when
I called to you out of the heavens; ye belleved not my servants; and
when théy were sent unto you ye received them not; ...and ye were de-
- livered over to darkness; these shall go away into outer darkness,
"where there is weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth. Behold
the Lord your God hath spoken it."-D C 108:13.

"He that persists in his own carnal nature, and goes on in the
ways of sin and rebellion against God, remaineth in his fallen state,
and the devil hath all power. over: himv Therefore he is as though
 there was no redemption made."-Mosiah 8:77.

A1l these scriptures refer to persons who never accepted Christ

or his gospel, and not to church members. The view has become current
- In the Reoryanized Church that none but those who have accepted
Christ, received the baptism of .the Holy Spirit, and then turned away
and denying the testimony they have received cangin against the Holy
Spirit or become sons.of perdition., That this view is in error is
clearly apparent from the scriptures here presented. To renounce
.Christ and the Spirit is to choose perdition, but the great propor-
tion of those who inherit that state is constituted of those who never
—knew Christ excépt as he was offered to them and whom they refused.

Sveaking of the resurrection and judgment Abinadi said:
, *If they be evil to the resurrection of endless damnation; being
delivered up to the devil, who hath subjected them, which is damnation
: having pgone according to their own carnal wills and desires; having
never called upon the Lord while the arms of mercy were extended to-
wards them, and they wofild not; they being warned of their iniquities,
‘and yet they would not depart from them; and they were commanded to
"repent and yet they would not repent *_Mosiah 8:84-88.

In answer to inqulry the Lord told Alma:

: *When the second. trump shall sound, then shall they that never
‘knew me come forth and shall stand before me; and then shall they
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kgcw that I am the Lord their God, that I am their Redeemer; but they
would not be redeemed. ...And they shall depart into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels. Therefore I say unto you, that
he that will not hear my voice, the same ye shall not receive into

my church, for him I will not receive at the last day."-Mos. 11:133-136

- . Alma preached to- the - people repentance and obedience, and warned
that after the judgment

"Then cemeth a death, even a second death, which is a spiritual
‘death; then is the time that whosoever dieth in his sins, as to a
temporal death, shall also die a spiritual death; yea, he shall die
-as to things pertainihg unto righteocusness; then is the time when
their torments shall be as a lake of fire and brimstone, whose flames
ascendeth up for ever and ever; and then is the time that they shall
‘be chained down to an everlasting destruction, according to the power
and captivity of Satan: he having subjected them according to his
will. ...They shall be as though there had been no redemption made;
“for thwy can not be redeemed according to God's justice .G, 28—32.

~ The great Judgment is based upoén the works done in the flesh,

Whatever man is classed with the sons of perdition is there because
of his own actions. Christ is not arbitray in this. Jesus said, "He
who believeth not is condemned already." (John 3:18). Condemnation
begins with sin, and without repentance and falth that condemnatlion
remains. Agaln he has sald, "If ye believe not that I am he, ye shall
die In your sins," (John 8:24), and as quoted above, "whosoever dieth
in his sins, ...shall also die a spiritual death,?

These quotations are-but representative of the scriptures at

large showing that resistance to divine truth and the Spirit of God
- In this life, brings condennation that continues over into the next
‘world, and determines the classification of souls into which they
~are placed at death. Having refused the pospel of salvation when it
was offered to them, and having rejected the proffered salvation
through Christ their Redeemer, they are in turn rejected of him. They
have forfeited their opportunity forever; their hope is lost; their
light fades away, and in the spirit world they wait with fearful fore-~

boding the greater mlsery that Wlll be theirs after their resurrection
and judgment.

Sons of Perdition In the Spirit World

We have spoken of the division of humanity into four groups, show-
ing that while all humanity mingle freely together in this life, it
is in the spirit life that the separation takes place. The place of
perdition is the fourth and lowest. There are placed the departed
spirits of men who have in this life rejected Christ and his gospel
and who have utterly lost the Spirit of Christ and the right to eter-
nal 1life. In the other three places the gospel 1s preached and the
people have hope of salvation in the kingdom of God. But not so with
.these. In the place of perdition the light of God does not shine; the
gospel 1s not preached; but *they are reserved in chains of darkness
until the judgment of the great day.® Their status is .fixed and can
not be changed, and "Woe, woe, woe, is their doom." ( D C 38:1).

Bere no messengers of love and deliverance come; no comforting
Spirit of God; no path that leads away from restless misery and cease-
less fear. Here the atonement of Christ does not apply. Of thls
class Alma taught that "They shall be as though there had been no
‘redemption made; for they can not be redeemed according to God's
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1ustice.” (Alma G: 32) Apain Alma speaks of them more fully:

. "And then it shall come to pass that the spirits of the wicked,
yeg, who are evil; for behold, they have no part nor portion of the
Spirit of the Lord; for behold they choose evil works rather than
good: therefore the spirit of the devil did enter into them, and take
possession of thelr house; and these shall be cast out into outer
darkness; there shall be weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth;
and this because of their own 1n1qu1ty, being led captive by the will
of the devil., Now this is the state of the wicked; yea, in darkness
and a state of awful, fearful, looking for of the fiery indignation
of the wrath -of God upon them; and thus they remain in this state, as

well as the righteous in paradise, until the time of their resurrect—
fon."-Alma 19:45-47,

0f some, who In very anclent times put themselves in this class,
the Lord said they"have gone astray, and have denled me, and have
sought their own counsels in the dark, ...and have not kept the com-
mandments, ...Wherefore they have forsworn themselves, and by their
oaths have brought upon themselves degth, And an hell have I prepared
- for them, If they repent not." (Gen. 6:28-30). Theilr cholice had been
made in this life, and by that cholce death, that is spiritual death,
had come .to them. Misery awaited them...,

. Thus, shut out from the light of God, and from the life of God,
and under the power of Satan whose servants they were, without hope,
and conscious of a greater doom coming, they spend their years under

the torments of their own smiting consclences from which there is
no easement. ‘ :

Besurrection and Final Inheritance~-'

When all the- rest of humanity have been brought forth to immor-
tal 1life by the resurrection, last of all will come those in perdit-
~lon. From their "outer darkness" they come, not to life and glory,

for "they can not be redeemed from their spiritual fall, because they
repent not, ...and they receive the wages of him whom they list to
obey." (D C 28:12). The Lord "saves all the works of his hands, except
those sons of perdition, who deny the Son after the Father has reveal-
ed him; wherefore he saves all except them; they shall go away into
keverlasting punishment, which is endless punishment.® (D C 76:4).
After the resurrection of.the telestial group, the Lord says, "and
they who remain shall also be quickened; nevertheless they shall re-
. turn again to their own place, to enjoy that which they are willing

- to receilve, because they were not’ w1lling to enjoy ‘that which they

o -might have received."-D C 85: :6.

The great Judgment day will flnd this class impenitent, unforgiv—
en, and uncleansed. They have remained in their sins, and they can
»’not be ‘received into the kingdom of God, for no unclean thing can

.enter there. It is said, "He that is unclean shall be uncleen still."

. "Then cometh a death ...which is a spiritual death: then is . a

- time that whosoever dleth in his sins, ag .to a temporal death, shall
also die a spiritual death; yea, he shall die as tq things pertain-
ing unto righteousness; then is the time when their torments shall be
as a lake of fire and brimstone, whose flames ascendeth up for ever
and ever; ...They shall be as though there had been no redemption
made.“nAlma 9:28- 32..

Twice it is deolared concernlng these condemned ones thut in the
'day of their condemnatlon they w111 ackncwledge to their everlasting
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shame that the 3uﬁgment of God is just. (Mos. 11:198; Alma 9:26).
It is also said of those who are raised from the dead unto evil,
that it will be*according to his desires of evil; for as he has de-
sired to do evil all the day long (in this 1ife), even so shall he

-have his reward of evil, when the night cometh." (Alma 19:6B8). They

receive an eternal harvest of their own life's sowing. Samuel the
Lamanite, under the Spirit of prophecy, said that “"whosoever will
not belleve, a righteous judgment might come upon them: and also if

they are condemned they bring upon themselves their own condemnation;

...and whosoever perisheth, perisheth unto himself; and whosoever
doeth iniquity, doeth it unto hingelf; for behocld ye are free., ...
Ye can do evil and have that which is evil restored unto you."—

~ Hel. 5: 8L-86.

It is this class, ‘those -in perdltion, that the Lord will say,
"Depart from me ye cursged into everlagting fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels.® (Matt. 25: L2). Some have ventured to say there
is still hope for them, but the Lord has spoken further,; "Never at

- any time, have I declared from my own mouth that they should return,

-for where I am they can not come, for they have no power." This faint ‘

hope 1is probably based upon a further statement, "But remember that
all my Judgments are not given unto men.“ (D C 28 8). However we may
rest upon the plain and positive statements of revelation rather than
upon a’ surmise of what is not revealed. It is enough for us to know
that God's judgments are Jjust.

The final state of this class is eternal death, which 1s sp1r1t~

" ual death. It comes to souls who have wholly surrendered to and lost

themselves in sin, and “gin when it is finished bringeth forth death."”

“Spiritual death means.the loss of all goodness, the whole man be-
coming perverse, with every evil quality magnified to the full and.

" becoming dominant to the destruction of all that is good. Spiritual

death means then that love has died within the soul and ceased to
exist. So with kindness, virtue, honor, honesty, regard for truth.
They have been supplanted by evil which was welcomed into the soul

and cherished there. Such souls. have become wholly evil; for the

final destiny of all men is to become wholly good or wholly evil.
(1 Nephi 4:53-62). Perdition means wholly evil, in which state there
can be no happiness but only- misery to the extreme.

The conditions of the place where these people are assigned are
determined mainly by the conditions within the souls of those occupy-
ing there. The misery and suffering spring.from within rather than
from without. The statement already quoted says that their torments

‘Wwill be as a lake of fire. The fireg of hell burn within the soul,

not without., They have been lighted by those who are there while in
this earth life, and fueled by long and unrepentant sin. It is not
God who 1irflicts the punishment; it is self-inflicted.

*Repent, all ye ends of the earth, and come unto me, and be
baptized in my name, that ye may be sanctified by the reception of
the Holy Ghost, that ye may stand spotless before me at the last
day."-3 Nephi 12 33.
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