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SERMON,

BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH SMITH, DE-
LIVERED AT LAMONI, IOWA,
DECEMBER 4TH, 1887.

At the close of Christ’s ministry,so far
43 his earthly career was concerned, he
left the diseiples to carry out the work
‘which he had begun. He told them to
tarry at Jerusalem for a certain length
of time, until they should be endowed
with the spirit or power from on high.
After they had received this spirit they
went out, preaching wherever oppor-
tunity was afforded them, exposing
themselves to a great deal of animad-
version, and a4 great many things that
were not pleasant, judging things ac-
cording to the view men generally take
of them. There was in power a de-
nomination of religious people, whose
priests were oppressed with the thought
that these disciples were preaching
through J esus the resurrection from the
dead, and they forbade them from
thus teaching. But this did not deter
them from still declaring through Jes-
us the resurrection from the dead.

It will be remembered by you that
there were two prominent sects at that
time which differed widely with regard
to this proposition. Omne sect belisved
in the pre-existence of spirits and a
:es‘urtection from the dead; and the
other denied both of these propositions;

and doubtless it was this sect which
was wonb to say, that when the “Fath-
ers fell asleep all things continued as
they were.” No apparent change took
place in the affairs of men; no one
came back from the far off regions ta
certify in regard to them; and that
while they admitted that the Fathers
may have had a portion of the Spirit
and were led by it, there was nosuch
light at that time to the children.
Christians, so called, believe in the
resurection of the dead, and we agree
with them in also believing in the res-
wrrection of the dead. ITow it will be
brought to pass does not matter for the
purposes of this morning’s conversa-
tion ; nor is it for the purpose of dis-
coursing upon the resurrection that I
notice this text, found I think some-
where in the fourth chapter of the Acts
of the Apostles, where it recites the fact
that certain parties ‘“‘were grieved, be-
cause the disciples preached through
Jesus the resurrection from the dead;”
but the thought that I desire to present
from this connection is this: If the
resurrection is to be brought to pass at
any time hereafter for the henefit of all
men, or for any classes of men, and the
authority and power by which it was to
be accomplishéd had been already con-
ferred, and the design had been con-
ceived in the mind of the Almighty and
Jesus the Christ sent upon the agcom-
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plishment of that design, it must be a
plea.surable thought, it is to me I know,
and I presume to all others who believe
in the Scriptures and have a hope of
the resurrection, that until that effect
g that
has designed the accomplishment of it
and sent ministers for the purpose of
- bringing it to pass, also moves upon all
existent things not only to make Pos-
sible, but to make certain the accom-
plishment of this design. 4

'"We were in conversation the other
day in vegard to whether or not there
was such a cognizance of the af-
of  humanity by the Al-
mighty, that every individual person
that lived upon the earth was known
by name, and the time and period of
his birth, and the ecircumstances and
gonditions controlling and all
things which he eéngaged in and aceom-
plished, were not only foreknown but
1)1edest1nated
'the thought of aosolute predestumtlon
in the sense that evely individual act
and every individual person and all the
circumstances

is wrought, the same divine bein

fairs

him,-

and conditions su-
rounding every man,were foreknown to
the Almighty,but predestinated to take
place; but that it must be that divine
knowledge takes cognizance of the af-
fairs of humanity in a general sense.
Yet there are some things that give us
to inderstand that it must be that for

the accomplishment of some specific:

pu"l'poseé that not only the instrument
by which they are “to be ‘accomplished
rut tho eircumstances that will favor
the accomplishment of them must have

been fowknown and pledestmqted b)
the Alrmghty We have striking in-
stances in the Old Scriptures that are

We cannot agxee in

~

thls man was endowed

indicative of this; and the prophecies
seem to be but a fore-shadowing of
what was in the mind of the Almighty,
and the events which have transpired
in relation to them have been of such &
character that the prophecies have been
fulfilled. It is a much easier thing for
us, at least your speaker thinks so, to
defend the .character of’ the Bible in
our own time and way, than it was for
these dis'ciples who preached thyough
Jesus the resurrection. - Some of them
Welfe not well informed in regard to ev-
en the Jewish Seriptures. This cannot
be said of Paul or Luke, but can be of
some of them. But they had thaft pe-

culiar kind of presentation, if we
may - use the word to: signify an
assurance, - an evidence that Jesus

was the Messiah, and that it had been
predicted aforetimes by the influence
of the spirit through holy men of God,
that a work was to be accomplished by
the influence and power with which

It is a pleas-
mg thought to me this morning, to be-
lieve that that power is still at work;

that it has not been withdrawn, but is
still at work for the accomplishment
of the -grand design. As a conse-
quence, it takes in not only the final
fact of the resurrection, but it takesin
all the field that lies between the con-
ceived ‘desifgn and the ﬁnai accomplish<
ment of it. I éompréhénd that to-day
we stand in ‘what miay be termed an in-
termediate condition-—hoth in point of
titie and geographical position- and

that no matter what men may "think
about the Almighty ; no matter wheth-
er they confess there is such a being or
n0t; no matter whether they believe
in Jesus Christ or confess there ever
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Was such a Deltig, the eveiifs Which
have transpired and are transpiring are

of*such a character within the line and -

eirele of knowledge, that one need on-
Iy to feel that: assurance to plant him-
self as stood the apostle, and boldly say
unto -all men; “I know that my Re-
tleenier livethi -and that in the latter
days he shall stand upon the earth.
and I shall see him as he is.” The prés-
entation of the -gaspei economy is a
part of that preparatory work ; and the
New Translation gives us to under-
~stand that him whoni he did foreknow
he did predestinate, and for the accom-
plishment of ‘a specifit’ design. The
Apostle Paul, one of tHe most astute
lawyers of the Jewish Sanhedrim, and
tioubtless one of the sharpest reasoners
 of the New Testament, does not fail to
arrogate to himself that he was predes-
tinated, yet he gives the discipies to
“whom he wrote to understand, that
“they were predestinated in that they
Wwere born into the gosp‘éi econonty, and
by this means put themselves into a po-
sition to enjoy this power of redemp-
tion. :
Your speaker believes that all men
. will be resurrécted for the purposes of
~Judgment; and he differs somewhat
- from his brethren in this, that he be-
lieves there is not one that hus ever
- lived upon the earth, or ever will live
upon the earth, or that now lives upon
the earth that will be permitted to es-
eape the judgment. That all must go
unto that judgment ; but there will be
some who will go to this. judgment
‘rithout either fear or dread, because

there has been & divine interference

on the part of Jesus Christ in their be-
haif; and that through this they not

only have thé power of the resutrection,
but the power of the first resurrection,
and shall he permitted to live in the
light, and shall not be condemned when
they are brought to judgment. T have
this
thought; and it seems to me it is ornd
of ‘the strongest guarantees that the
United States and the State of Iowa
can have Of the good citizenship of
them that bélieve in this doctrine.
Man wag créatéd but little lower than
the angels; and in tinie the Infinite
One vevéaled himself to hifn, that he
might partake of the power of God,

ever been fully persuaded to

- and feel the irfluence of his Spirit that

nioves upon creation. Thus opporfun-
ity is affotded them to prepare for the
judgment to come; when they shall ul-
timately givé account to the great
judge, not only for everything‘ which
they may have done, but for every idle
word they shall have spoken, and ev:
ery idle thought that has been at work
in their busy brain. The very thought
of such accountability once thoroughly
impressed uponanintelligent man,must

.be.one of the strongest guarantees that

menr can ask that he will keep his
feet in the way of life that he may fhii-
ally megt with a glorious reception:
We often find many who do not un-
derstand. our peculiar faith, while wé

- comprehend the reswrrection and living

upon the earth if we have this spirit
within as if we were as sure of that
judgment taking place as if it had al-
ready come; and expect to stand be-
fore the great judge who has his eye
upon us, and will exercise such divine
care over us if we shall be within the
line of his promises, that no power in
earth and no power in hell, can prevent
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us from receiving all that humanity
can aspire unto. This seems to be one
of the strongest gnarantees that hu-
manity can ask of them that profess
“Jesus Christ. '
I find a class in this world who were
. grieved at thid hope and it still grieves
them. There are two classes, and it
grieves one more than the other. This
is what surprises nle mogt. It would
not surprise me Much that a profession
4f faith in Jesus Chrigt should grieve
the unbeliever; but for those to be
grieved who profess to follow Jesus
Christ, and to find fault with their co-
believers, and he grieved beécause they
- do,-is what surprises nte.' . I havenever
been  reconeiled to it, and I do not
think I éver will bé.

And as they spake unto the: people,
the priests, and the captain of the tems
ple, and the Sadducees;, came upon
them, being grieved that they taught

the people; and preached through Fesus
the resurréétion from the dead.

There-is-a-elass-of-religionists-at-the-

“bresent timte Who are absolutely griev-
ed because the Tiatter Day Saints
preach through Jesiis the resurrec-
tion from the dead. Why? Because
they preach that there is to be a resur-
rection before the final resurrections
and that in this resurrection the just,
those who.Have obeyed the gospet of
Jesus Christ, shall be raised to reign
With Christ. wpon . the earth:  they
preach this through: the power of
~Christ, and make the statement unto

the world that they believe that itis -
only by a severe preparation of bedy -
and spirit that they shall be fittedto .

arise in . that resurrection and. receive
that for which they are hoping, praying
and laboring:

1 remember sotie years ago hearinga

discussion upon the resurfection of the
dead by a blind man named McComb.
He preached the resurrection and held
up clearly the terrors of the judgment
day. Itemember well the effect which it
produced upon my mind. I.said in my
spirit if that is to Dbe the line upon
which men are to be invited to Jesus, 1
will never be scared into that church.
I will never be frightened ‘into obedi-
ence to him whom I recognize as all
goodness. I can not bring myself to
think that he has no other use for me
than to throw me dowd the pavements
of hell. I could not consent to serve
such a God as that, and I would not
consent to be directed by his so-called
servants. .

Tt just troubles that clags of people:
that the Liatter Day Saints preach the
resurrection through Jesiis.. They urd
grieved also because we:preach that ev-
eby rian, no Matter where he may have

“been.bomyinder.what.stars.orin what.
lime, o1 under what circumstances, no

matter what part of the heavens un-
der: which ‘he has been compelled to
stand, he 8hall veceive a reward for the
good be shall do in the world. Every
rdan must necessarily receive the place
which he desei¥es, and the reward
Which he merits. - -Those that shall do
good to their follow-men, though they
never ~worship God. in. Jesus Christ’s

- name, I can not call wicked. I am

glad the Bible does inot call such men
wicked. :

But says some: one; there is such 4
strange anomaly here:: You preach thé
resurrection:of some in: particular.  To

. besure-we do. - We: preach- the ‘power
-.ofithé resurrection-unto all men but
espeeially « unto o thewt -that: believe.
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Quite a wide difference. I beligve in a
geueral resurrection, and I might be
content to wait for it, but if I do, T am
not entitled to a single promise made
to them that obey the commandments
of God through Jesus Christ, not one.
Only through that philosophy which Je-
sus brought, and which I¢ authorized
and commandeéd the aposties t6 gb ev-
erywhere and prea¢h, only by obedience
to this am I given to understand that I
Wwill be made acceptable in the divine
courts. When that commission is pre-
sented to me my responsibility begins,
and just as soon as I shall forget that
resonsibility, or if I gshall by any means
disallow that responsibility, then my
judgment begins. T iust continue to
be outside of the pale of merey, so far
as Christ is con’ééi’*ned, until that final
judgment sits, at which my own deeds
will be  passed upon and rewarded.
Says one, if I could believe that I do
not think I would care about the preach-
ing of Jesus Christ. Perhapsnot. But
if you served in the arnty yoit woild a
great deal rather your nanie appeared
upon the roll showing that you had
been attending to your duty a$ 4 sol-
dier. There would be a reward for you
then. - But if you have not served in
the army, your nanie is not enrolled
there. There is not # man but what
would rather have a pension than not.
So we say in regard to Jestis Christ.
There is not a fan but what would
rather have that glory and that reward
which is to be given to him that obeys,
which he that does not obey cannot re-
ceive. For that reason we preach
Christ; for that reason we preach a
resurrection through Jesus; for that
- teason we conceive that when this de-

sigh was Peiched, God sent Jesus
Christ, who took upon himself a bodj,’»?
and became fitted for the work he had
to do, and gave a special power untd
those who follow him by both precept
and example, that in the flesh they
night work out. their salvation, and
have at last the power of a better res-
urrection and of an endless life in glo-
ry. When we preach Jesus as the jus-
tifier of them that believe, we do not
believe in preaching him as the just:
ifier of them that believe not.  When
we preach Jesus as the power of the
resurrection unto all meén But especial=
iy of them that believe, we Believe that
this word espe¢ially conveys the thought
that there is soniething better foi
them. The Apostle seenied to have
this thought ¢learly before him when
he said, ‘“Fhere is a crown-laid up for
ﬁ"ie.” I know of men in the world that
I believe are just selfisli enough to have
stopped right there. TBut Paul did not
do that. What a gentleman he was.
The word gentleman means a man that
is gentle. - Paul was gentle because.in
his spirit he was gentle, and in the
wide comprehension of that which he
said, “And not only for me, but for all
who shall love his.appearing.”  Ouf
lives ars crossed by a kind of fear.
Men are afraid that they might see an
angel. Women are afraid that they
might hear the voice :of an angel:
Afraid they might wake up and see an
angel By their bedside. There are some
young women who are afraid if they
hear a noise, and will cover their heads.
Wﬁy? I believe if we were prepared tg
widerstand the plan of salvation frond
the first to the last, it would notonly be
within the rdnge of possibilities, but
www.LatterDayTruth.org



“Yithin the reach of probabilittes that
there might be angels surroutding us
and we might see them. I would like
iny children to be educated in the gos-
pel work in such a way that they might
10t only be prepared in their thoughts
and acts for life’s duties and responsibil-
ities,bub so that theywould not be alarm-
¢d if perchance a gentle voice should

~ ‘wake them from their sleep and they
whould behold an angel. Tean remamber
the first one I éver saw. I was only a
child then. I was not half as fearful
then as I amd now. Ihad hafdly passed
the line of accountability when I saw
the first one. I never shall forget how

Tt looked. It twas the face of 4 child, a
beautiful child. It did not speak to
me; but as T looked upon its face thete
was that peculiar look of comprelen-
sion, of eare and anxiety, that peculiar
expressiorr we call rapport, or as Bro.
Crawford exprassed ity the sense of ap-

perception....He.and I.were -having-an-

“wrgument; and T asked him how he
knew a certain thing, and he said by
the sixth sense, the sense of appercep-
tion. I belleve that the gospel is
preached - that men may - have this
power by which they shall be secure
from being deceived by the presenta-
tion of false doctrine. This is the pe-
‘ruliar province of the sense of apper-
{veption. T saw the face of this angel.
Lwas not afraid. I was taughtin Sun-
day School that it was practicable for
shgels to appear. Qur Sunday School
teacher many times presented to us
this thought. I shall revere his memo-
Ty as long as Ilive. Almon W. Bab-
. bitt. Many of you know him. At
. Hunday School there was a cliss of us

boys of-about 60 of about the same age,

1 femetdber oné day le was teachiiig s
when the subject of Samuel came up.
and he told us the whole story. Itwas
a grand thought that we boys n%ight sée
So peculiarly
aroused were we, that since that time
there-has not seemed to be so much
standing between us and the heavenly
world.

an angel that night.

Another time he drew cur «t-
tention to the thought that we must

‘comport ourselves in sucli a way as to

be worthy to teteive the heavenly visit-
ant3. I believe in this as a part of the
economy of the-Son of God, that angels
should keep wateh on the -world, and
when - circumstances, require it they
showld stand by thert that need help,
and turn away the powers of evil, and
thidw. around them such circumstanees
as will make possible the accomplish-
ment of the work whereunto they. are
sent. Realizing to a certoin: extent
this condition of things. last Sundidy

when X was. preaching in-a place-where

a great and strong prejiidice has exist-
ed against this work, insomuch. that
one man arose and closed the:idoors
through the influence of a man who has
gone out from among us, I feltthe bless-
ing and protecting influence and the
power by which men preach the resur-
rectionthroughJesus Christ. Away hack )
in the times of the Apostles we yead of ‘
their preacliing Christ, and the . Chief
Priests and tbe captain of the
temple came upon them for preach-
ing Christ. There are people who
want to forbid us from preaching Christ
also. Now I hope you will pardon e
for presenting this peculiar phaze of it.
When the army of the world surrounds
us we must take things as they are and
comport ourselves in aceordance with
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the conditions surrounding us. Some
four or five years ago one of our breth-

ren was brought before the people of -

this.county for their suffrages, and one
of the disqualifications urged against
him was, that he was a Mormon, a Tat-
ter Day Saint; educated in the strange
philosophy taught by ethis people, that
disqualified himin the eyes of a'good ma-
ny people, notwithstanding he would
make good Representative. This same
elass expect it to e improbable that
thig same class of men should vote to-
gether as one man at the polls. Tlléy
are opposed to that, It is a credit to
them to oppose the man because heis a
Mormon ; buta discredit to the Latter
Day Saints who happen to vote togeth-
er as one man. People who are care-
less and indifferent make this speeim
plea against a man because he believes
as I do, and seek to carry the impres-
sion that I have exercised, or somebody
else has exercised an undue influence
overthispeople to cause themto all vote
as one man-—you can contradiet that if
»you please, I will not do it unless it is
necéssary. If you all vote as I tell you
you will do Detter than you do in
your religion ; for you do not all do as

I tell you in that. Itis a part of the

message we declare coucerning ; the
resurrection of the dead, that those
who are to have part in the better res-
urrection of the dead, that those who
are to be worthy of a nobler part in that
resurrection, must make a special prep-
aration therefor. How many of us are
making preparation tor that resu}‘fec—
tion? I Qo not know how many are hop-
ing for a condition of usefulness in that
time and resurrection. I have not the
leastidea that my portion there will be

to make music, for they will have bettey
material for quires than I am. They
will have the faculty of music grandly.
developed. They may possibly put my
pen into my hand, they may give me a.
position on the heavenly editorial staft
T do not know, but certainly I will he
better fitted for that than for singing.
I believe there- will be conditions of
usefulness ; there will be something to
do; men will'be engaged in righteous
undertakings, and it seems t0 me that
we ought now to be preparing ourselves
so that in that time we may be fitted to
be useful unto the Master in whatever
station he may see fit to place us.  In
order to do this, spiritual regeneration
is required. These bodies must be
brought into subjection to the spiritual
law. 1 believe this work is to' be ac-
complished by and through means de-
signed and appointed of God, of which
Jesus Christ is the supervising archi-
teet or power, if T may use the expres-
e has a supervising influence
and power by which this work is to be
accomplished. Everything which shali
be mnecessary to the accomplishment

ston.

vof it, will be prepared for those who

are honestly engaged in the work.
This statement comes to us almost ev-
ery day from those who are brought ix-
tothe fold by the preaching of the
word. Bairiers have been raised be-
fore them over which they could not
see that they had power to conquer, and
those barriers have been removed ‘bly
the influences which have been at work.
Down here in Missouri where Bro. 1.
C. Bronson has been at work, the arch-
enemy, the adversary of soulsset about
to destroy the work. 'What is the re-
sult? Bro. Bronson has baptized five.,
www.LatterDayTruth.org



So he says, “Come again, Bro, Braden.”
Some people are a great deal more afraid
of his Satanic Majesty than we are. I
do not know but it is because we have
seen him so often we have ceased to be
afraid of him.

The conclusion of this whole matter
g0 far as I am concerned is this: God
has designed thxough Jesus Christ to
accomplish this work. That he was
amply qualified of God for laying down
the conditions for the aecomplishment
of the work. He came down and taught
-the philosophy by which we might be
prepared to work for the aeeomplish-
ment of the great object had in view
and finally be worthy to have part in
the first resurreetion. “Unto them that
believed on him, gave he power to be-
comne the song of God.” If this is true,
then if a man does not believe on him,
he-wilk not be givenr power to become
@ son of God, in that same sense.  But

fo them that receive him and believe

on him'to them will be given power to
become the sons of God. Christ had

the power of an endless life in himsel
and this has been made manifest unto
us by his resurrection from the dead.
And it shall be given to every one that
believes on him, that he shall have the
power of endless life; and when the
time shall come that has been signified,
those that have beﬁen laid in the grave
shall come forth unto glory and power
and immortality and shall finally en-
tor into an endless life. I thank you
for kindly listening to these secattered
remarks. Give me credit for wanting
to do some good anyway. Think about
these things, and prepare yourselvesfor
the good you are hoping for.
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