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OUR PERIODICAL,

Breraren AND SistErs: [t is the design of the Church fo
publish this monthly, for at least, six numbers, when, if called
for, and the condition of the Church will justify.it, a Press will
be bought, and a weekly, or semi-monthly, will be issued in its
stead. o Co

That a Chuoreh Paper is very much needed it requires ne
argument to prove. We want it, that through it, the great work
‘of these Latter Days may be presented te the world of mankind
in its true light—that the Saints who are in tramsgression may be
shown their sing, and likewige their duty to God-—that those who
are deceived by false teachers, and have “given heed to sEDUING
spirits and doctrines of devils,” may be redecemed fromtheir errors,
and taught the *“way of life-everlasting.” )

And again: that falde claimants to the Presidency of the
(hurch may be rebuked, and their iniquity disclosed, by showing
forth the “Order” of the Priesthood—the promises of God to
those who are * heirs according to the ¥r.e8H,” and by presenting
“the Law of Christ,” by which Ann must be ¢ sanctified” who
abide a celestinl glory. See Doe. and Cov. sec. vil. par. Bth.
And furthermore we want it as a medium, through which the
members can communicate their sentiments to each other, and
through which, (as well as to preach the word,) the ministry ecan
herald “life and immortality’” to all flesh. And we believe if
well sustained, it will prove a mighty means in bringing about a
unity of faith and works among all the scattered Baints, and of
calling the attention of the world at large to the notable fast, that
God 1s even now performing among the Nations *a marvellous

- work,” “even a marvellous work and a wonder.” In short, we
hope, and -are determined, by the grace of God, that it shall
become to “ both Jew and Greek,” the berald of truth and righ
CouLness, :
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Brethren wna Sisters, will you help sustain this Periodical?
Will you not, each and ALL of you, who read this article, do what
Jou can by way of subseription and donation, to this undernakmv
to advanee the cause of Christ, in building up his righteous k1n0-'
dom on earth. We believe you will, and shall therefore look fox
your names, accompanied with the © nee@%i}” at your very ear-
liest convenienece. If you have one, five, ten or more dollars that
you can give for the work of the Lord, send it along, and rest
agsured, your liberality will not go untewarded of our Heavenly
Father.

Wi, Marxs, : '
Zrnos H. Gurinzy, Publishing Commitiee.
Wwu. W. Braig, .

R S £ 4
POLYGAMY CONTRARY TO THE REVELATIOV&
OF GOD.

A morz delusive idea never entered into the heart of man than
the belief that polygamy is one of the doctrines of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Tt is a favorite doetrme of
the Salt Lake Church, becanse that Church has * turned the grace
of our God into IELSGIVIOUQEQSS, ‘and plunged themselves into
this iniquity in direct opposition to the plain and pos;tlve com-
mandments of the Lord our Grod, as they are recorded in the Boolk
of Mormon, in_the Book of Doetzme ‘and Covenants, and in the
Old_‘nd New Testament In the first plaee we will eall your at-
tention to a revelation which was given expressly to this Church,
in Fobrnary 1831; Sec, 13, par. 7, where the Lord rays to the
Church: “thou sha,lt love thy wxfe with all thy heart, and shall
cleave unto her and nome else; and he that looketh upon &
woman to lust after her, shall deny the faith, and shall not have
the Spirit, and if he repents not he shall be cast ovs. Thon shalt
not commit adultery; and he that committeth adultery and re-
penteth not, shall be cast out, but he that has committed adultery
and repents with all his heart, and forsaketh it and doeth it no
more, thou shalt forgive ; but if he doeth it again he shall not be
forgiven, but shall be cast out.” This revelation teaches us that
a man that cleaves unto more than one wife is guilty of adultery,
has denied the faith, and shall not have the Spirit.

How can it be said of a man who has more than one wife that
he cleaves unto her andnone else.  In denouncing polygamy as a
crime we only do that whieh this Church did long since. If itis
wrong for us to do so, it was wrong for the Chureh to do so. In
the Book of Cov., 109 See., 4 par., the Church says, “inasmuch
as this Church of Christ has been reproached with the crime of
fornication and polygamy, we declare that we believe that one man
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should have one wife, and one woman but one husband, except in
case of death, when either is ab liberty to marry again.” This
was the doctrine of the true Church, from which the Salt Lake
Chureh has apostatized, and the bypocrisy of the 1eader§ of tlze
latter Church is manifested in the fact that they published in 1845,
an edition of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants containing this
declaration. This was at a time when they advocated and prae-
ticed polygamy privately, and publicly denied it. The severe de-
nunciation against polygamists, in the Book of Mormon, is claimed
by these backsliders to be a subject that is not applicable to them,
but was a law to the Nephites to whom it iz given. .

In a revelation which was given to us in September 1832, an
entirely opposite doctrine is strictly enjoined upon us. If this
solemn warning had been observed, the scourge and judgment
thera prophesied of, would not have been vealized. They disre-
 garded the commandments of God in the Book of Mormon, there-
fore the scourge and judgment spoken of in this revelation has -
had a speedy fulfilment. The Lord said unto the Saints, * your
minds in times past have been darkened because of unbelief, and
because you have freated lightly the things you have received,
which vanity and unbelief hath brought the whole Church under
condemnation. And-this condemnation resteth upon the children
of Zion, even all: and they shall remain under this condemna-
tion until they repent and remember the new eovenant even the
Book of Mormon, and the former commandwments which I have
given them not only to say, but to do according to that which I
have written, that they may bring forth fruit meet for their Fath-
er's kingdom, otherwise there remalneth a scourge and a judg-
ment to be poured out upon the children of Zion; for shall the
‘children of the kingdom pollute my holy land? Verily I say
unto you, nay.”

1t would be a strange way to remember the Book of Mormon,.
by teaching and practising polyzamy, be positively and.
universally forbids it. They have proved the truth of this revela-
tion by bringing a scourge and judgment upon themselves. Now
let us see-in what way they “ remember the new Covenant, even
the Book of Mormon.” In that part of the Book of Mormon,
called the Book of Mosiah, 7e., the record says, “ now it came to
pass that Zenif conferred the kingdom upon Noah, one of his
sons ; therefore Noah began to reign in his stead ; and he did not
walk in the ways of his father. For behold, he did not keep the
ecommandments of God, but he did walk after the desires of his
own heart. And he had many wives and concubines. And did
cause his peopla to commit sin, and do that which was abominable
in the sight of the Lord.” This is one of the ways that renegades
remember the Book of Mormon, by imitating the wicked men
whose abominations and wickedness arve denounced. This king
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d by Brigham Youug,
lox_their characters are nearly alike. Licentiousness, oppression,
persecution, robbery and murder, are the cardinal features of their
_systems. It would be useless to cite the lengthy history of the
wickedness of this prototype of Brigham Young, and the judg-
ments which fell upon him and his priests. For additional evi-
dence on this subject, from the Book of Mormon, we would call
your attention to ourletter in reply to O. Pratt. We might call
your attention to many prophesies in the Bible whbich these back-
sliders have fulfilled by their abominations. Ezekiel appears to
have had a very clear manifestation of the wickedness of these
men and the plan pursued by them, by which they embarked into
polygamy. In Hzekiel 14 ¢. 1, b v, the prophet says, * then came
certain of the elders of Israel unto me, and sat before me. And
the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, these
mwen have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumbling-
bloek of their iniquity before their face: should T be inguired of
at all by them ? Therefore speak unto them and say unto them,
thus gaith the Lord God; every man of the house of Israel thet
setteth up his idols in his lLieart, and putteth the stumbling-block
of his iniguity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; T the
Liord will answer him that cometh according to the multitude of
his idols; that I may take the house of Israel in their own heart,
because they are all estranged from me through their idols.” We
have shown you, that God gave a revelation unto us in which he
commanded that every man should © cleave unto his wife and none
olze” and that he commanded us saying, “ repent and remember
the Book of Mormon and the former commandments which T have
given them, not only to say, but to do according to that which I
have written,” and that in that book there is much testimony
agalnst polygamy. All these instructions were sufficient for our
guldance, but ‘““men have set up their idols in their hearts; and
put the stumbling-block of their iniguity beforetheir face.” This
adulterous spirit had eaptivated their hearts and they desired a
license from God to lead away captive the fair danghters of his
people, and in this state of mind they came to the prophet Joseph.
Could the Lord do anything more or less than what Ezekiel hath
prophesied. The Lord hath declared by Ezekiel what kind of an
answer he would give them, therefore he answered them aceording
to the multitude of their idols. Paul had also prophesied that
“for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they
-should believe a lie; that they all might be damned who believed
not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.,” Both these
prophesies agree. In Kzekiel's propheey, the Lord also says, “ T
will set my face against that man, and will make him a sign and
a proverb, and I will cut Him off from the midst of my people;
and ye shall know that I am the Lord. And if the prophet be

ms to have been very much admi
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deceived when he hath spoken a thing, T the Lord have deceived
that prophet, and I will streteh out my hand upon him, and will
destroy him from the midst of my people Israel. And they shall
bear the punishment of their iniguity; the punishment of the
- prophet shall be even as the punishment of him that seeketh unto
him ; that the house of Tsrael may go no more astray from me,
ueither be poliuted any more with all their transgressions ; but
that they may be my people, and I may be their God, saith the
Lord God.” 8,11 v. 'We have here the facts as they have trans-
pired and as they will continue to transpire in relation to this
subject. The death of the prophet is one fact that has been real-
ized although he abhorred and repented of this iniquity before his
death, This branch of the subject we shall leave to some of our
brethren, who are qualified to explain it satisfactorily. Those
who have practiced these abominations have become “a sign and
a proverb’” among men in accordance with this prophecy. These
are the “false teachers” prophesied of by Peter, of whom he said,
“many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom, the
way of truth shall be evil spoken of.  And through covetcusness
shall they with feigned words make merchandize of you; whose
judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation
slambereth not.” The reason why the Lord destroyed the proph-
et and made those who “ get up their idels in their heart, “a sign
and a proverb” made them bear the punishment of their iniguity
is worthy of our earnest atiention. We are informed that the
reason why the Lord would perform all these things was this,”
“ that the house of Israel may go no more astray from me, neith-
er be polluted any more with all their transgressions; but that
they may be my people, and I may be their God.” Here is posi-
tive evidence that this prophecy was to be fulfilled in the last
days, for there has only been a small part of the house of Israel
(at any time since this prophecy was given) that were obedient to
the Lord. The time is not fully come when Israel shall “go no
more astray,” and not “ be polluted any more with all their trans-
gressions,” therefore the punishment of these men who have com-
mitted these sins must continue until that happy day shall come.
But as the Lord says in this prophecy, ¢ repent and turn your-
selves from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your
abominations, so say we, and return unfo the fold from whence
you have strayed.” As some may yet doubt whether God would
actin this way toward men who set up their idols in their heart,
‘we will see how God dealt with Balaam. - In Numbers 22 ¢. we
are informed that Balak, king of the Moabites, sent the elders of
Moab and Midian unto Balaam with the rewards of divination in
their hands to entreat him that be would curse Israel, but God
said unto Balaam, ¢ thou'shalt not go with them; thou shalt not
curse the people, for they are blessed.” And Balaam rose up in
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the morning, and daid unto the princes of Balak, ¢ get you into
your land; for the Lord refuseth to give me leave to go with you.”
And Balak sent yet again princes, more, and more honorable than
they. And they came to Balaam and said to him, ¢ thus saith
Balak the son of Zippor, let nothing, I pray thee, hinder thee
from eoming unte me: For I will promote thee unto very great
honor, and 1 will do whatsoever thou sayest unto me; come there-
fore, I pray thee, curse me this people.” Now although the Lord
had said unto Balaam, ¢ thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt
not curse the people, for they are blessed,” yet the great honor
that was offered him, allured him, and he inquired of the Lord
again, and said unto the princes, “tarry ye also here this night,
that T may kunow what the Lord will say unto me more. And God
came unto Balaam at night, and said unto hiwm, “if the men some
to call thee, rise up, and go with them; but yet the word which T
shall say unto thee, that shalt thou do.” And Balaam rese up in
the morning and saddled his ass, and went with the princes of
Moab. And God's anger was kindled because he went; and the
angel of the Lord steod in the way for an adversary against him,
So we find that the Lord told him not to go, but afterwards having
“geb up his idol in his heart” he inquired of the Lord again
whether he might not go and curse Isracl and God's anger was
kindled against him because he did so, although God had com-
manded him to go. This is, therefore, a parallel case with
Bizekiel's prophecy.

In 1 Kings, 22 ¢, we are informed that the king of Israel want-
ed Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, to go up with him to Rammoth-
Gilead to battle, and there were four hundred prophets who said
“ g0 up, for the Lord shall deliver it into the hands of the king.”
And Jehoshaphat said, ““Is there not heve a prophet of the Lord
besides, that we might inquire of him?” And the king of Israel
said unto Jehoshaphat, *there is yet one, Micaiah, the son of
Tmiah, by whom we may inquire of the Lord; buf I hate him ; for -
he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil” And
Jehoshaphat said, “let nob the king say s0.” So he was sent for,
The messenger that was gone to- eall Micaiah, spake unto him,
saying “ behold now the words of the prophets declare good unto
the king with one mouth: let thy word I pray thee, be like the
word of one of them, and speak that which is good.” And
Micaiah said, “Asthe Lord liveth, what the Lord gaith unto me,
that will I speak.” We are then informed that Micaiah prophe-
sied like the false prophets, and then against them. And he said,
“T saw the Lord sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven
standing by him on his right hand and on his left. And the Lord
said, who shall persuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at
Ramoth-Gilead? And one said on this manner, and another said
on that manner. And there came forth a spirit, and stood before
the Lord, and said, I will persuade him. And the Lord said unto
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him, wherewith? And he said, I will go forth, and I will be &
lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And he said, thou
shalt persuade him, and prevail also; go forth and do so. Now
therefore behold the Lord hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of
_all these thy propbets, and the Lord hath spoken evil concerning
thee.” This doctrine was extensively preached in the Church
before iniguity overthrew the Church; and by this doctrine the
Church might have been saved, if men had not “set up their
idols in their heart.” ‘
sl G W

THE FRUITS OF TRANSGRESSION.

TranserussioN in the Church of Jesus Christ is inseparably
connected with persecution and tribulation. The world at large,
aud Churches which are unet in conformity io the doetrine of
Christ can go on unpurished. * They that work wickedness are
set up, yea, they that tempt God are even delivered.” Malachi
3; 156, Jeremiah also says, * wherefore doth the way of the
wicked prosper? wherefore are all they happy that deal very
treacherously? Thou hast planted them, yea, they bring forth
fruit; thou art near in their mouth, and far from their reins.”
Jer. 12; 1,2, The people here spoken of in whose mouth the name
of the Lord is near, are evidently the same people that are spoken
of in Isaiah 29; 13, where the Lord says, “this people draw near
me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor me, but have
removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is
taught by the precept of men.” These are the people spoken of
in the 37th Psalm, 35th verse, where the Psalmist says, 1 have
seen the wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a
green bay tree.”” Churches and nations and people that have not
known the right way, are permitted to go on, walking after the
imaginations of their own heart. The Romish Church with all
its abominations continues century after century, and the Protest-
ant churches whose moral character may be better than the
Romish Chureh, but they teach “by the precept of men,” hnd
yet they go omr prosperously generation after generation. The
aations and people whe have not obeyed the gospel nor had the
gospel preached unto them, go on prosperously for a long time.
1t is true that their prosperity is not like the prosperity of Israel
in those days when Israel obeyed the Lord their God, neverthe-
less many of the nations of ‘the earth have had a protracted na-
tionality amd prosperity granted unto them. With Lsrael, God
hath dealt differently. “ For unto whomsoever much is given,
of him shall be much reguired.” Luke 12; 48, This law is ap-
plicable both to thislife and the future life. They were chastised
in the wilderness because they rebelled against the Lord. They
were not permitted to enter into the promised land who came out
from Bgypt. Moses said to Israel, *if thou shalt hearken dili-
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gently unto the voice of the Liord thy God, to observe and tes do
all his commandments which I command thee this day ; that the
Lord thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the
earth,” Deut 28; 1. He then describes a multitade of earthly
blessings which God would bestow upon. them if they would
hearken unto. the voice of the Lord their God. QOn the other
hand he said, (verse 15,) if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice
of the Lord thy God, to observe to do al! his eommandments and
his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses
shall eome upon thee, and overtake thee”’ He then describes a
multitade of terrible curses which God would bring upon them
if they would not hearken unto the voice of the Tord. One of
these curses is this: “the Lord shall seatter thee among all peo-
ple, from the one end of the earth even uato the other.” Moscs
enters into this subject extensively, and his propheey on this sub-
ject is worthy of our careful examination. Whenever Israel
transgressed, the Lord afflicted them speedily, In Joshua, Tth
chapter, we are informed that Israel transgresced, and forthwith
they were unable to stand before their enemies, and when Joshus
prayed unto the Lord for them, the Lord said unto Joshua, “ get
thee up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face? Israel hath
sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I com-
manded them : for they have even taken of the accursed thing,
and have also stolen, and dissembled alse, and they have even pu¥
it among their own stuff. Therefore the children of Israel eould
ot stand: before their enemies, because they were accursed ; neith-
er will I be with you any more, except ye destroy the accursed
from among you.” After they had repented they triumphed over
their enemies. These characteristics in the history of Tsrael are
to be found in it without any deviation in every age. Jeshua, like
Moses, near the close of his ministry sald, ¢ when ye have trans-
gressed the covenant of the Lord your (xod which he commanded
you, and have gone and served other gods, and bowed yourselves
to them ; then shall the anger of the Lord be kindled against
you, and ye shall perish quickly from off the good land which he
bath given unte you.” Joshua 23; 16. Examine the history of
Israel through ‘the reigns of the judges, through the reigns of
their kings, and from that time te the time of their dispersion,
when they were scaltered into all nations because that Jesus
wonld have gathered them as.a hen gathered her chickens under
her wings and they would nos.  The uniformity of this law is stild
manifested by the fact that the tribulations of Judah are not yet
ended.
- Now let us see if the hxstory and revelations of the Church of
Jesus Christ, of Latter Day Saints, is in accordanece with the his-
tory and revelations of Israel, which are recorded in the Bible.
In a revelation given in August 1831, Section 20th, par. 15, the
Tord says, “ let all men beware how they take my name in their
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fipa; for behold, verily I say, that many there be who are under
this condemnation; who useth the name of the Lord, and useth
it in vain, having notauthority. Wherefore let the Church repent
of their sins, and I the Lord will own them, otherwise they shall
be cut off”” Transgression and deprivation of the choicest of all
“the blessings of heaven, are here connected together, for certainly
the blessings of the Church of Jesus Christ ave superior to all
other blessings. It was therefore enjoined upon the Church, be-
fore eighteen monthg had passed away, after the Church was or-
ganized, that if the Church did not repent, the Lord would cut them
off. Wil any person who is acquainied with the history of the
Church from its commencement, assert that they were more obe-
dient during the last two or three years before Joseph's death,
than they were ab the time this revelation was given to the Church?
It is well known that the Church enjoyed the blessings and gifts
of the gospel more copiously for several years after the Chuych
was organized, than they did for two or three years before Joseph's
death. It is therefore evident that the standard of rightecugness
must be very exalted, otherwise the Church cannot be owned by
the Lovrd. Therefore let the Saints in this new organization be
careful how they conduct themselves, and live as becometh saints,
by every word that proceedeth from the Lord, otherwise they will
be chastened as in former times. * Unto whom much is given,
mueh will be required.” The Lord hath bestowed great blessings
upon us and if we freat them lightly and fall short of our high
calling of God in Christ Jesus, we shall not escape the severe
chastisements of our Heavenly Father.

o] G Pt

LINEAL PRIESTHOOD.

“Wuun Joseph was taken away from us, a variety of theories
weve entertained conceruing the succession to his priesthood.
Some claimed it because they said theyheld the next highest office
in the Church. One claimed it under the pretence, of having
received a letter of appointment from Joseph, and othiérs claimed
it under various pretences, but nene of them eclaimed it in con-
formity to the law of God. The time had not come when the
Lord designed to call forth and inspire the lawful heir, aceording
to the flesh. The Church by transgression had forfeited all elaim
to an uninterrupted succession. .

‘When the saints have hecome prepared to receive the lawful
* heir, the Lord will no longer withhold him. The Lord had ap-
pointed a set time for them to perform a work unto his pame and’
said unto them, “if you do not these things at the end of the ap-
pointment, ye shall be rejeeted ag a Church with your dead.”
The Lord declared by Isaiah in what way Zion should be redeem-
ed. He says, “1 will turn my hand apon thee, and purely purge
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away thy dross, and take away all thy tin. And I will restore thy. -
judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning,
afterward thou shalt be called the city of righteousness, the faith-
ful eity.”” This is the way that * the city of righteousness, the
faithful city” is to be established. The next verse shows that
this city is Zion. It says, “Zion shall be redeemed with judg-
ment, and her converts with righteousness.” Isa. 2 ¢. 27 v. The
same order s to be established again. That order is described in
the revelations given unto uws in very plain language, and -in
numerous instances. In a revelation given unto Joseph, Sec. 6,

par. 3;it says, “thus saith the Lord wunte you, with whom the
;mesthood hath continued through the lineage of your fathers, for
ye are lawful heirs according to the flesh, and have been hid from
the world with Christ in God :—therefore your life and the priest-
hood hath remained and must needs remain through youw and your
lineage, until the restoration of all things spoken by the mouths
of all the holy prophets since the World began.” This revelation

cuts off all aspirants who are not of the lmeage of Joseph, from

any claim to the priesthood which he held. If it must needs
remain through him and his lineage until the restoration of all
things, no other person who is not of his lineage can take his
priesthood or stand in his place in the Church. 1If the restoration
of all things is come to pass, then indeed this revelation is no
longer binding. How can the priesthood of Joseph remain with
him and his lineage until that time, if* the Lord gives it to a man
who is not of his lineage. It is therefore one of hls posterity that
we must look for to lead the Church. In a revelation contained -
in the Book of Cov., 103 Sec., 18 p., the Lord says concerning
Joseph and his posterity, “this anointing have I put upon his-
head, that his blessing shall also be put upon the head of his pos-
temty after him, and as I said unto Abrabam, concerning the kin-
dreds of the earth even so I say unto my servant Joseph, in
thee, and in thy seed shall the kindred of the earth be blessod.” v
Jesus and his apostles were of the seed of Abraham, and as Jesus
is “the Bavior of all men, but especially of them that believe,”
therefore in Abraham and in his seed shall all the kindreds of the
earth be blessed, sp likewise in Joseph and in his seed shall all
the kindred of the earth be blessed. This is the prepatatory
work spoken of by the ancient prophets. In Malachi 3 e. 1 v.,
the Lord says, ¢ behald T will send my messenger, and he shall

prepare the way before me : and the Lord whom ye seek shall sud-

denly come to his temple even the messenger of the covenant,

~whom ye delight in.’

This lineal prissthood which was conferred upon Joseph iz the
same order of priesthood which was conferred upon his ancestors, .
from the days of Adam. TIn the Book of Cov., 3 Sec., 18 p,, i5
says, “the order of this priesthood was conﬁrmea to he handed
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down from father to son, and rightly belongs to the literal descen-
dants of the chosen seed, to whom the promises were made. This
order was instituted in the days of Adam, and came down by lin-
eage in the following manner. From Adam to Seth, who was or-
dained by Adam at the age of 69 years, and was blessed by him
- three years previous to Adam’s death, and received the promise of
iod by his father, that his posterity should be the chosen of the
Liord, and that they should be preserved untothe endof the earth.”
This is the commencement of the transmission of the priesthood
by lineage. In the preceding part of this section, we are inform-
ed that this priesthood was called the Melehisedek priesthood.
Seth and his posterity, we have shown, were made the chosen of
the Lord. In like manuner, God chose Abraham and his seed
after him. This is the way that lineal blessings were bestowed
upon a nation. Dloses said unto Israel, ¢ thou art an holy people
unto the Lord thy God, and the Lord hath chosen thee to be a
peculiar people unto himself, above all the nations that are npen
_the earth.” Deut. 14 ¢. 2 v. Seeing then that God made choice
of a nation and bestowed peculiar blessings upen it from genera-
tion te generation, wonld ke not make choiee of a lineal sucees-
sion of autbority by which there might be x leader in the nation,
except when they were deprived of this blessing in eonsequence
of the wickedness of the people. In conformity to this order of
priesthood, Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, Bnoch, Methu-
~ selah, Lamech and Noah were ordained by their ancestors. Ses
. Book of Cov., Bee. 3, par. 19,27, Sec. 4., par, 2, says, * the sons
of Moses, according to the holy priesthood, which he received
under the hand of his father-in-law, Jethro, and Jethro received
it under the hand of Caleb, and Caleb received it under the hand
of Klihu, and Elihu under the hand of Jeremy, and Jeremy un-
der the hand of Gad, and Gad under the hand of Esaias, and
HBsalas received it under the hand of God; Esalas also lived in
the days of Abrabam, and was blessed of him, which Abraham
received the priesthood from Melchisedek, who received it through
the lineage of his fathers, even till Noah, and from Noah till
- Euoch, through the lineage of their fathers, and from Enoch to
~ Abel, whowas slain by the conspiracy of his brother, who received
the priesthood by the commandments of God by the hand of his
father Adam, who was the first man ; which priesthood continueth
in the Church of God in all generations.” This lineal descent of
the priesthood from Hsaias to Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses,
was amongst the Midianites, who were descendants of Abraham
by Keturah his wife. Sece Clen. 25 ¢,1,2 v, In Exodus3 e 1v.
-it'is written, “ Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father-in-law,
the priest of Midian,”
We will proceed to answer some questions that have been asked
in reference to this revelation. 1sb. How did it happen that there

W
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was a lineal priesthood among the Midianites who were not of the
houmse of Israel? We are informed in this revelation that
¢ Esaias received it from the hand of God,” and that from him
it was transmitted to Jethro. Where one nation was isolated
from another, there are many instances where both nations have
had the lineal priesthood among them, whereby one man held the
keys of the kingdom of Gtod in one nation, and another man in
the other nation. In the days of the aposties that were chosen
by Ohrist, it was held in this way among them, and on this land,
at the same time, it was held in lineal succession for more than
four hundred years after the birth of Christ. In the Book of
Mormon we are also informed that Alma held this priesthood
among an isolated people at the same time that Mosiah held it
among another people, and each of these high priests presided
over the Church., See Bock of Mosiah, 9 ¢. 2d. Why did Moses
receive the priesthood from Jethro the Midianite? After the
days of Joseph and his sons Ephraim and Manasseh, we have no
account of any man holding this authority in Tsrael until Moses.
After the days of Joseph, “there arose up a new king over
Egypt.” (Ex. 1e. 8 v.) and they were brought into cruel bond-
age, therefore they must have transgressed preatly, otherwise they
would not have heen brought into such bondage. In this bondage
Moses found them, and “ God remembered his covenant with
Abraham, with Isaae, and with Jacob,” (Ex. 2 ¢ 24 v.) and
Moses received the priesthood from his father-in-law, and became
the Deliverer of Israel. The Book of Cov., 4 Sec., 4 par., says,
Now this Moses plainly tanght fo the children of Israel in the
wilderness, and sought diligently to sanctify his people that they
might behold the face of God; but they hardened their hearts
and could not endure his presence, therefore, the Lord, in his
wrath, (for his anger was kindled against them,) swore that they
should not enter into his rest while in the wilderness, which rest
is the fullness of his glory. Therefore he took Moses ount of their
midst and the holy priesthood also; and the lesser priesthoed con-
tinued.” This was the condition of the Jews until the days of
Christ, as this .revelation informs us. When he came, he tock
with him Peter, James and John, “and leadeth them up into a
high mountain apart from themselves,” (Mark 9 ¢. 2 v.) “and
there appeared unta them Elias, with BMoses; and they were talk-
ing with Jesus.” (4 v.) = “And as they came down from the
monuntain, he charged them that they should tell no man what
things they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the '
dead.” These apostles were appointed to hold the keys of the
kingdom. Panl says “when James, Cephas and Johp, who seem-
ed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they
gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship.”” Cephas
is 2 name which Jesus gave to Peter, (John 1 ¢.42v.) He was
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called Simon. John 1 ¢ 40-42 v. The relationship of James,
Peter and John te Jesus is shown in the following citations, “Is
not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James,
and Joses, and of Juda, and Bimon. Mark 6 c. 3 v. ¢ James the
~ Lord’s brother.” Gal.1e¢. 19v. When Jesus raised to life the
daughter of the ruler of the synagogue, it is recorded that “ he
suffered no man to follow him save Peter, and Jawmes, and John
the brother of James.” Mark b c. 37 v. Of course these broth-
ers of Christ were not full brothers bus they were of his neavest
kindred.” James in a council of the apostles, passed his sentence
on the subject of discussion. See Acts 15 ¢, 19v. Much addi-
tional evidence might be presented to show that the Church was
organized in that day in conformity to the lineal order of the
priesthood. 'We might also quote an ancient author to show the
special privileges which James enjoyed in having access to the
holy of holies in the temple at Jerusalem, but we will defer this
branch of the subject. . ; B
In the Book of Mormon the same order of priesthood is deserib-
ed. It was transmitted from Nephi to his brother Jacob, (73 page,
3rd edition,) from Jacob toe his son Enos, (140 p.) from Enoes to
bis son Jarom, (143 p.) from Jarom to his son Omni, (144 p.)
from Omui to his son Amaron, from Amaron to his brother Che-
mish, from Chemish to his son Abinadon, (145 p.) from Abinadon
to his son Amaleki, (146 p.) Amaleki says, “I began to bs old;
and having no seed, and knowing king Benjamin to be a just man
before the Lord, wherefore, I shall deliver up these plates unto
him, exhorting all men fo come unto God, the Holy One of Israel,
and believe in prophesying and in revelations,” &e., 147 p. The
lineal order of the priesthood is acknowledged in this statement.
It was transmitted by king Benjamin to his son king Mosiah.
152 p. “Now king Mosiak had no one to confer the kingdom
upon, for there was not any of his sons that would accept of the
kingdom.” 211 p. King Mosiah “took the plates of brags, and
all the things which he bad kept, and conferred them upon Alma,
who was the son of Alma; yea, all the records, and also the inter-
preters, and commanded him that he: should keep and preserve
them, and also keep a record of the people, handing them down
from one generation to another, even as they had been hahded
down from the time that Lehi left Jerusalem.” 211, 212 p. The
lineal order of the priesthood is here declared again, Alma trans-
mitbed it to his son Helaman, (317 p.) Helaman to his brother
Shibeon, (894, 395 p.) Shibeon to his brother Helaman, (395 p.)
Helaman to his son Nephi, (404 p.) Nephi fo his son Amos,
(501 p.) Amos to his son Amos, (601 p.) Amos to his brother
Ammaron, 503 p. Ammaron told Mormon when he was ten years
old that at the age of twenty-four, he should go to the hill Shim,
and take the plates of Nephi which he had deposited there, 504 p.
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The relationship of Mormon to Ammaron is not mentioned.
Mormon transmits his priesthood to his son Moroni.

Thus we have shown from the beginning to the end of the Book
of Mormon, that the lineal order of the priesthood was universally
vegarded. It is in the tribe of Joseph that the superior blessings
of the everlasting priesthood are to be manifested. Moses says
“his glory is like the firstling of his bullock, and his horns.are
like the horns of unicorns; with them he shall push the people
together o the ends of the carth: and they are the ten thousands
of Ephraim, and they are the thousands of Manasseh.”—Deut.
33 ¢. 17 v. As this great power in pushing the people together
is to be concentrated in the tribe of Joseph, it mugt be done by
the power of the holy priesthood in that tribe, and there must be
a bead to the priesthood in the tribe of Joseph It is in the last
days that one of fhe dreans of Joseph the son of Jacob, will be
fulfilled, He said, “behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and
behold the sun and the moon and the cleven stars made obeisance
to me. And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his
father rebuked him, and said unto him, what is this dream that
thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren
indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee, to the earth.” Gen.

87 ¢. 9,10 v. This dream was not fulfilled in Egypt when his -

father and his brethren wentthere and became hiz subjects, - This
event only fulfilled his dream concerning the sheaves. His moth-
er was represented by the moon, and she died before they went
into Egypt. Josgeph, we are informed, was seventeen years old
when he dreamed this last dream, and Rachel his mother died
when Benjamin was born, and therefore she must have died before
Joseph dreamed this dream. It is therefore in the last days that
this dream will be fulfilled, when all the tribes of Israel, and the
righteous dead including Jacob und Rachel, shall come forth and
be in subjection to the lineal priesthood in the tribe of Joseph.
Jacob said to Joseph, ¢ the blessings of thy father have prevailed '
above the blessings of my progenitors.” The greatest blessing
which God conferred upon the progenitors of Jacob was the ever-
lasting priesthood, without this, the promise of the land of Canaan
to Abraham, Isaae and Jacob for an everlasting inheritance to
theni, and their seed after them would have been useless. “Joseph
is a fruitfal bough™ both in his priesthood and his land, and God
promised unto Joseph the son of Jacob that he would raise up
from him ‘& righteous branch unto the house of Israel v not the
Messiah, but a branch which was to be broken off, nevertheless to
. be. remembered in the covenants of the Lord, that the Messiah
should be made manifest unto them in the latter days in the spirit
of power, unto the bringing them out of darkness unto Imht,
yea, out of hidden darkness and out of captivity unto freedom.”
Book of Mormon 66 p. The magnitude of this great covenant
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concerning the prophet Joseph, taken into consideration in con-
nection with the promise made unto him, that in him and in his
seed should all the kindred of the'earth be blessed, obliterates all
the pretensions of impostors, who pretend to lead the Church. 1t
is in the tribe of Joseph and in “the righteous branch” and inm
his seed, that the lineal anthority of the priesthood was to be
found in the last days. .

Nuws rroy Eipers—In a letter from Bro. B. C. Briggs,
sent from Council Bluffs City, Iowa, Nov. 1st, 1859, he says,
“there is a great inquiry after the old paths in this vieinity,
have more calls for preaching than I am capable of responding to.
T organized a Branch in Mills County, on the 16th nlt., of twenty-
three members.” ‘

Bro. W. W. Blair, in a letter sent from Amboy, 111, Nov. 3rd,
1859, says, *“Bro. Samuél Powers is preaching, and has baptized
some lately in the southern part of Wiseconsin, I have letters from
nearly all guarters containing good news.” V

To CORRESPONDENTS.— We solivit contributions to the solumns
of our periodical, and are ready to answer all proper questions
touching our position and the general work of this dispensation,
and we want all the saints to understand that we are notsectarian,
but ready to exchange views with all. ‘

Circvrats THE HERALD~We hope all our brethren and
sisters will nse their utmost endeavors to extend the circulation of
our publication by procuring subseribers and subseribing them-
selves. ‘Where you know the address of any person that it wounld
be advisable to send it to them, subséribe for them. Send all
such persons specimen numbers at least. By these means every
saint can perform an important work in disseminating a knowledge

- of the Gospel of our Blessed Radeemer. It is for Zion’s sake and
not for our benefit that we make this request. We look not unto
man but nuto God for our reward.

Semommen Copes of our periodical will be forwarded to mrany
ersons, hoping that they will be induweed to become subscribers.
any of them have friends who have requested us to do so.

Disrosan oF Pacgacus.—We respectiully request every person
who mmay receive a package of this periodical to distribute the
same in the most judicious way, and obtain all the money they
can on subscription and send to Hdwin Cadwell, General Agent,
Amboy Lee Co., Tll, or to our address. Send us also the names

. and residences of all the saints that you are acquainted with.
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CONFERENCE MINUTES. . -

Sandwich, Hl,, Oct. 6th, 1859,
Tais day the Elders of the Church of Jesus Chrisi of Latter
Day Baints met at the house of Israel L. Rogers, and organized
by choosing Z. H. Gurley, Chairman, and James Blakeslee and
Wm, W. Blair, Clerks. Uonference was opened by singing and
prayer, and conducted in the usual manner and continued till the
10th inst.

OFFICIAL MEMBERS.

There were present, Dwight Webster, Geo. Morey, Jehn Landers,
John C. Gaylord, A. Patten, W. Marks, Z, H. Gurley ard W, W.
Blair,

HIGH PRIESTS. :

O. P. Dunham, Jobn L. Barthelf, W. D. Morton, Edwin
Cadwell, Zenos Whitcomb, Isaac Sheen, I. T. Barvett, 8. J. Stone,
Crowell Lamphier, Alex. Bmery, L. €. Delmon, J. H. Blakeslee,
Wm. Aldrick, I, R. Tuller, James Blakesles. A. Harrington,
James Horton, Geo. Rarick, Elders. :

Jacos Doax, Teacher.
Syrvanvs Prasg, Deacosn.
MISBIONS, : V

The Conferenee appointed Klder Wm. Marks to visit Western
Towa and vicinity, to organize Branches and to do such other
business as will hest promote the interests of the Chureh.

On metion, B. (. Briges, now in Western Iowa, was sustained,
and it was resolved that be continue his mission there during this
fall and winter. ‘

On motion, Elder Samuel Powers was appoiuted to travel and
preach in northern Illinois and southern Wiseonsin,

On motion, Elder Z. H. Gurley was appointed to visit Zara-
hemls, South-western Wisconsin and Kastern Towa, -

On motion, Wm. 'W. Blair was appointed to travel and preach
ag his eircumstances might permit. - o

On motion, all the other offieial members were appointed to
labor in their respective neighborhoods and to travel as opportu-
nity might offer. - :

On motion, Resolved, that this Church publish s menthly paper,

" to be issued a8 soon as convenient.

On motion, Wm. Marks, Z. H. Gurley and Wm. W. Blair were
appointed a publishing Committee, and Isaac Sheen, Editor.

On motion, Geo, Morey, Z. H. Gurley, Wm. D, Morton, Wm.
Marks, Sen., Hdwin Cadwell, Wm. Aldrich, Johr Landers, James
Blakeslee. Tsaac Sheen, B, . Briggs, Israel 1. Rogers, Samuel
Powers, Zenos Whiteomb, L. C. Delmon, A. C. Haldeman, Wm.
Redfield, were appointed to solicit, colleet and remit to Edwin
Cadwell, Amboy Lee, IIl., subscriptions and donations for the
paper.
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BRANCHES REPRESENTED.

The Beaverton Branch, Boone Co., 111, by Elder 4. Whiteomb,
consisting of twenty members, ineluding Pres., Elder, Priest,
Teacher and Deacon. .

: The Amboy Branch by Elder Edwin Cadwell, consisting of
twenty-three members, including the Pres., Elder, Priest, Teacher
and Deacon.

The Franklin Branch, Decatur Co., Iowa, consisting of eighteen
members, including one Pres., Elder, Priest, Teacher and Deacon,

The Union Grove Branch, Pottowattamie Co., Towa, consisting.
of twenty-two members, including one Blder, (David Jones,) one
Priest, Teacher and Deacon, was also represented. by Elder Wm.
W. Blair.

The Little River Branch, Deeatur Co., lowa, was represented
by Elder Geo. Morey. It numbers twenty-one, ineluding Pres.,
Elder (Geo. Morey,) Priest, Teacher and Deacon,

PREACHING.

There was preaching by Elder Jas. Blakeslee, on the first prin«
ciples of the Gospel; by Elder Z. H. Gurley, on the coming forth
of this work,and the Order of the Priesthood; by Hlder John
Landers, on the Gospel ; by Isaac Sheen, on lineal Priesthood and
the magnitude of the Latter Day work ; by Wm. W. Blair, on the
restoration of the * everlasting Gospel. Rev. 14th ¢, 6th and Tth
verses, on the Desurrectien of the dead, and again upon the
lineal priesthood—the calling and priesthood character of Joseph
Smith the martyr.

There were seven added to the Church by Baptism.

During the entire Conference, the Spirit of God was manifest
in great power, imparting through the gift of prophecy and
tongues, comfort and instruction to the saints:

Conference adjourned to meet at Amboy, I1l., April 6th, 1860.

7. H. Gurley, Pres., James Blakeslee, Wm. W, Blair, Clerks.

&

[1;(:;;113 Herald. ] )
HISTORY OF THE NEW ORGANIZATION OF THE
CHURCH. .

Broraer Suerx—You recollect that at our last Conference it
was suggested that a brief history of the commencement of this
work of Reformation in the Chureh, should be given to the world
in the first number of our periodical. That duty seems to devolve
apon me. I would say, that in order that those who read may
have a clear understanding of the subject, it will be necessary for
me to go back a few years and commence with my first labors in
this place. TIn the spring of 1850 I was appointed by a Conference
held at Voree to visit a tribe of Indians in the north part of this.
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State. On my way I was overtaken by a brother, and requested
to aceompany him to this section of country. Immediately after
our arrival I commenced preaching about fifteen miles south of
this place, and continued my labors for some weeks, when (hearing
of an old acquaintance) I came here about the middle of summer,
The second day after my arrival, T ‘was réquested to preach a
funeral sermon. At the close, several persons requested me to
preach to them again. Aceordingly, 1T made an appointment for
the next Sabbath, a friend having offered me his house for the
ocoasion. On my arrival at the place appointed for worship, T
was agreeably surprised in finding a large and respectable congre-
gation of courteous manners and solemu deportment, instead of
the refuse of society, as I had expected to see in this mining
region. Our exercises were unusually solemn and interesting, 1
felt truly that (fod had & people, even_ in this place. So deep
were my eonvictions of this fact that contrary to my instructions
I continued my labors, and after a few weeks I had the pleasure
of instructing seven into the kingdom of God. From this time
the way seewed to open before me. Calls for preaching came in
from various places, which I gladly responded to as far as it was
in my power, and with the help of H. P. Brown who came to my
assistance sometime in the winter following, we succeeded in
building up a Church of twenty-three or twenty-four members,
which we called the Yellow Btone Branch. A few months after-
wards, I moved my family inte this section, and continued my
Iabors with the Church, teaching them the principles of the Gospel
as revealed from heaven to us through Joseph the Seer. Duwrin
this time several strange things came to my knowledge, that fully
satisfied me that unless good and evil, bitter and sweet could pro-
ceed from the same fountain, neither J. J. Streng, B. Young,
Wm. Smith, nor any that had eclaimed to be prophets, since
Joseph’s death, were the servants of God. The inquiry arose in
my mind, ¢ whatghall we do? Here are a few honest saints whe
have obeyed the gospel and are looking to me for instruction.
What can Isay? Whai can I teach them?’ Thus I meditated
for months. God, and God only, knows what the anguish of my
mind was. I resolved that I would preach the word and thank
God, preaching brought me out right.

It was after preaching one Sunday evening, in the fall of 1851,
while sitting in my chair at Bro. Wildernuth’s house, my mind
wag drawn to Isaiah, 2nd ch., 2nd and 3rd verses. At that
moment the great work of the last days, as it is spoken of by the-
prophet in that chapter, scemed to pass before me in all its majesty
and glory. It appeared that I could see all nations in motion,.
coming to the Mountain of the Lord’s house in the top of the
mountaing. At this time Strang’s Beaver Island operation appear-
ed before me. It looked mean and contemptible beyond descrip-
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#ion. A voice—the Spirit of God-—the Holy Ghost, then said to
me, ‘“can this (alluding to Strang’s work,) ever affect this great
work?’ T answered, ¥ no, Lord.” T felt ashamed fo think that
<I had ever thonght so. The voice then said, ¢ rise up, cast off
all that elaim to be prophets, and go forth and preach the gospel,
and say that Grod will raise up a prophet to complete his work.”
I said, “yea Lord.” As I left the house my mind was dwelling
upon what had just transpired. Although the 8piris had told me
that God would raise up a prophet to complete his work, it did
. not enter my mind at that time, that I would realize the work in
itg present form. My whole desires wers that those dear souls
around me might enjoy the gifts and blessings of the gospel as
the saints did in Joseph’s time, and be saved from those meshes of
iniquity that thousands had run into. A few weeks afterwards
while reading a paragraph in the Book of Covenants which says,
«if thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light,”
the Spirit said to me again, “ rise up, cast off oll that claim to he
prophets, and go forth and preach the gospel, and.say that God
will raise up a prophet to complete his work.” T answered, 1
will do it, Glod being my helper.” From that time I began to lock
about in earnest for a starting point. I examined the book care-
fully, and saw at onee that the teachings of the day were contrary
to the law, and resolved that although I had but one talent, yet
in the name of Israel's God I would go forward and leave the
vesult with him. At this time I was Jaboring with Bro. Beuben
Newkirk, a young and worthy brother. 1 explained my visions
%0 him, and he endorsed them at once. The Spirit of God was
with us, and day after day was spent in holding council aboub the
matter, until one day (being at work together in a lone place) we
joined hands, and in a most solemn manner entered into a coven-
aut, calling God to witness, that we would from that hour renounce
all ‘that claimed %o be prophets, and take the Bible, Book of
Mormon, Book of Covenants and the Holy Spirit for our guide.
This was a new era in my existence, In Joseph's time I had
stood with thousands of the servants of God, and counted it an
honor te call them brethren, but alas, how changed the scene!
One, only ene remained of my associates that I could eall brother.
At times how dark, how dark was the future!

O, Brother Sheen, could I at that’time have been permitied to
realize what I bave enjoyed with you and other dear saints within
a few weeks past, how gladly would I have stemimed the torvent,
and said with the apostle, “1 count all things but loss for the ex-

_cellency of the kaowledge of Christ Jesus cur Lord.” Well,
thank God, he who commenced this work will carry it forward
and I rejoice. My past experience strengthens me for the future.
Then we were alone, our brethren around wus having been taught
that Strang was Jeseph's successor, could only look upon us as
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‘apostates when they beecame acquainted with our position. We
‘geemed to be hedged in. Darkness was all around us on every
side. Light was only above us. Well, thank God, we proved him
to be s present helper. A few days after we had entered into
‘this covenant, while Brother Newkirk was in secret prayer, the
Holy Spirit rested upon him, e arose and spoke in tongues, and
‘started homewards, speaking in tongues and praising God. - His
wife heard him and met him, and shortly afterward she received
‘the same gift and blessing, These gifts were the first-fruits of
‘the Reformation,
About this time Brother David Powell came from Beloit, (about
. fifty miles distant) bringing with him a revelation which had been
given to Jason W. Briggs, some time in the previous November,
declaring that the Lord would in his own dne time call upon the
sead of Joseph Smith to come forth, and set in order the quorums;
in a word, to fill his father’s place. He was commanded to write
it and send it to all the churches. There were some ideas in the
revelation that I could not receive. I was entirely unacquainted
~with the ordér of the priesthood as it really is, nevertheless I knew
‘that God would raise up a prophet, but who he was, or where he
would come from, I did not know. About ten or fifteen days
after 1 had heard of this revelation, while sitting by my evening
fire, my 'boys came running into my room, declaring with great
earnestness that their little sister was up to Brother Newkirk’s,
speaking and singing in tongues. For a moment I was overpow-
ered with joy. 1 exclaimed, ¢is it possible that God has remem-
bered my family.”  Immediately I went up, and when I was with-
in one or two steps of the house, I paused. I listened, and O~
the thrill of joy thatwent through my soul! I knew that it was
of God. My child, my dear child was born of the Holy Spirit.
I opened the door and went in. It appeared to me that the -
-entire room was filled with the Holy Spirit. Shortly after I re-
quested them all fo join with ‘me in asking the Lord to tell us
who the successor of Joseph SBmith was. I felt anxious to know
‘that I might bear a faithful testimony., We spent a few moments
in prayer, when the Holy Spirit declared *the suecessor of
Joseph Smith is Joseph Smith, the son of Joseph Smith the |
Prophet. It is his right by lineage, saith the Lord your God.”
It is proper here to state that the main body of the Church
lived from four to eight miles from us, and having learned that
we had left Strang they regarded usg as spostates. However, it
was not long after the gifts were manifested and -when they came
to know that these blessings were indeed with us, they admitted
‘that they were of God, and gradually, one after another, united
with us, until the whole Church were made to know the truth of
‘pur position, and rejoice with unspeakable joy. Although the
‘Church had-been organized more than a year, and striving tolive
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right before Gtod, yet no visible gifts had been manifested among
us. It was now necessary that we should change our organization
and position in relation to the Presidency of the Priesthood.
The Branch had been organized under Strang, The Lord had
tanght us that this was wrong, consequently we appointed a day
for the parpose of acknowledging the legal heir. The day
arrived, and it will be long remembered by many that were
present. While we were singing the opening hymn, the Holy
Spirit was sensibly felt. Several sung in tongues. A halo of
glory seemed to be spread over the congregation, and when we
bowed before Almighty God in sclemn prayer, all felt and all
knew ¢hat what we were about to do, was approbated of God.
After singing, I stated to the Church what was the object of our
meeting, and requested all who wished to renounce J. J. Btrang,
as prophet, seer and revelator to the Church, and acknowledge the
seed of Joseph Smith in his stead to come forth in the own due
time of the Liord, to manifest it by rising up. In a moment the
entire congregation stood up, and one simultaneous shout of joy
and praise went up to God fer our deliverance. Nearly all the
congregation were under the influence of the Spirit of propheey,
and many important traths relating %o the trinmphant accomplish-
ment of this great work was then declared. I will now close for
the present. 8o far I bave written from memory.  Before I get
through with my next communication I shall bring the History
up to our Church Record which will enable us to give precise
dates, &e. Yours respectfully, Zrxes H. Guriry.
Larahemla or Blancharduville, Towa Co., Wis,; Oct. 23rd, 1859,

{ror the merald,]
QPPOSBITION. TO POLYGAMY,
BY THE PROPHET JOSEPIH,

Broruer Smren.—I feel desirous to communicate through
your periodical, a few suggestions made manifest to me by the
Bpirit of God, in relation to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints.  About the first of June, 1844, (situated as T was at
that time, being the Presiding Elder of the Sfake at Nauvoo, and
by appointment the Presiding Officer of the High Council) T had
a very good opportunity to know the affairs of the Church, and
my convictions at that time were, that the Churchin a great
 meagure had departed from the pure prineiples and doctrines of
Jesus Christ. 1 felt much troubled in mind about the conditien
of the Church. I prayed earnestly to my Heavenly Father to
show me something in regard to it, when 1 was wrapt in vigion,
and it was shown me by the Spirit, that the top or branches had
overcome the rootf, in sin and wickedness, and the only way te
cleanse and purify it was, to disorganize it, and in-dus time, the
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© Lord would reorgamize it again. There were many other things
suggested to my mmd but the lapse of time has erased them from
my memory. A few days after this occurrence, I meb with Broth-
erJoseph, He sald that he wanted to converse with me on the
affairs of the Church, and we retired by ourselves. I will give
his words verbatim, for they are indelibly stamped upon my mind.
He said he had desired for a long time to have a talk with me on
the subject of polygamy. He said it eventually would prove the
overthrow of the Chureh, and we should soon be obliged te
leave the United States, unless it could be speedily put down.
He was satisfied that it was 2 cursed doctrine, and that there must
be every exertion made to put it down. Tle said that he would
o before the congregation and proclaim against it, and T must go
into the High Council, and he wouﬁM’& against those
in tmnswwsmn, and I must sever them from the Chureh, unless
they made ample satisfaction, There was much more sald but
this was the substance. The mob commenced to gather ‘about
Carthage in a few days after, therefore there was nothing done
goneerning it After the Prg{ﬁ}_b’s death, I made mention of
this conversation to several, hoping andﬁ)ehewng that it would
have a good effect, but to my great disappointment, it was soon
rumored about bhat Brother Marks was about to apostatize, and
that all that he said about the conversation with the Prophet was
a tissue of lies. From that time I was satisfied that the.Church
would be disorganizad, and the death of the-Prophet and Patri-
arch, tended to confirm me in that opinion. From that time I
Was looking for a re-organization of the Church and Kingdom: of
God. I feel thankful that I have lived to again behold the-day,
when the basis of the Church is the revelations of Jesus Christ,
which is the only sure foundation to build upon. I feel to invite -
all my brethren to become identified with us, for the Lord is truly
in our midst. Wirniax Margs,
Shabbonas, De Kalb Co., ITL., Gct. 23rd, 1859.

From the Saturday Evening Post Oct. 9th, IB52,

THE MORMONS AGAIN.

A Cinecinnati correspondent,who gives the Mormons aregular go-
ing-over in his letter, for their doctrine and practice of polygamy,
and whom we judge to be something of a Mormon himself, says,
very much to the purpose—

whley announce that-polygamy is a doctrine “sent forth as'a
Standard of Universal Restoration for the Tribes of Israel, and for
all nations,” “m% seek to excuse themselves” in their abomin-
atlons, becanse of the things which were written concarning some
of the ancients. A specimen-of this kind of sophistry is present-
ed by IVM in his communication, and yet this great apostle
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~ professes to be a Mormon, and I have no doubt that mauy of your
readers imagine that Brigham Young and all these Salt Lake apos-
tles believe in the Book of Mormon and original Mormonism,
whereas they have “departed from the faith,” and “have turned the
grace of @o% into laseiviousness.” 'The Book of Mormon informs
us of just such apostles as they are, who lived on this land in an-
cient times. It says: ‘“Thus saith the Lord, this people begin te
wax in iniguity: they understand not the Seriptures: for they
seek to excuse themselves in committing whoredoms, because of
the things which were written concerning David, and Solomon his
son. Behold, David and Belomon fruly had many wives and econ-
cubines, which thing was abominable before, me saith the Lord.
% % sk % There shall not any man among yeu have save it be one
‘wife: and concubines he shall have none: For I, the Lord God,
delighteth in the chastity of women. 3 * % * T will not suffer,
saith the Lord of hosts, that the cries of the fair daughters of this
people, which I have led out of the land of Jerusalem, shall come
up unto me, against the men of my people, gaith the Leord of
hosts: for they shall not lead away captive the daughters of my
people, heeause of their tenderness, save I shall visit them with a
gore curse, even unto desiruction; for they shall not commit
whoredoms, like unto them of old, saith the Lord of hosts.” Mr..

Pratt accuses “Christendom” of hiaving “petty prejudices, local su-
perstitiong, and narrow views” onthis subject, but these guotations,
and more that might bemade, show thatthe Book of Mormonis more
opposed to theSalt Lake “Standard of Universal Restoration” than
- ©hrigtendom is,” for the Book of Mormon condemns ancient as welk

as modern polygamy. The Salt Liake apostles also excuse them-
- selves by sazing that Joseph Smith taug%t The spiritual-wife doc-
trine, but this excuse 15 a8 weak as thelr excuse concerning the an-
cient Kings and Patriarchs. Joseph Smith repented of hiscon-
‘négtion with this doetrine, and said that it was of the devil. He
caused the revelitions on that subject to be burped, and when he
voluntarily came to Nauvoo and resigned himselfinto the arms of
his enimies, he said that he was going to Carthage to die. At that
time he also said, thatifithad not been for that accursed spiritual
wife docirine, he would not have cowe to that. . By his conduct at
that time he proved the sincerity of his repentance, and of his pro-
fession as a prophet. 1f Abraham and Jacob, by repentance, can
obtain salvation and exaltation, so can Joseph Smith.

' Respectfully,
ISAAC SHEEN.

* Cincinnati, Sept. 20th, 1852, ‘

P. 8. Brigham Young publicly declared his hostility to- the
“United States Government in the temple in Nauvoo, and on various
oecasions he has done so. They are waising for a favorable oppor-
tunity to manifest their hostility. 1.8, I
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It thereforescems that the Salt Lake Mormons, if Mr. Sheen be
correct, and he quotes the very words of the “Book of Mormon,”
are acting not only in oppositionto common decency and mor-
ality, but to the explicit commands of their “own holy Book,” and
to the dying testimony of Joseph Smith, their founder. Wo shall
be pleased to hear from any of our Mormon readers, how the doc-
trine of their Bible upon this subject, and the present Salt Lake
practices, can be reconciled. If there are a majority of honest,
pure-minded men and women among the people of Deseret—and
we think it very likely that such is the case—we advise them to
call a grand council of the Church, depose Brigham Young, resolve
that all this spiritual-wife and polygamy business is a device of
Satan to ruin the “saints,” and a departure from their primitive
doctrineand the original order of their institutions—and thusturn
-over a new leaf, and preserve themselves from the destruction which
is hovering over their communiby.

Frowm the Cincianati Commercial, Oot. 15th, 1358, )
REVIVAL AMONG THE LATTER DAY BSAINTS.

. Eps. Com:—A new organization of Lintter Day Saintsis spring-
ing up, which will do more to check the licentionsness and high-

handed wickedness of the Salt Lake Mormon Church, than all the
plans that have been proposed. A conference, which continued

four days, commenced on the 6th inst., near Stanwich, De Kalb .

Co., Ill, and although it was held at aretired farm heuee, about
500’ peism}q were in attendance. Delegates and members from
nearly all parts of Illinois, and from. (}hlo, Michigan, Wisconsin
and Lowa, were there, This orgamzatlon will not be completedun-
til a son of Joseph Smith presides over it, but it is now sending
forth elders to- proclaim against thexlmqmtles of the Balt Lake
{Church, as an apostaey from the faith of the Latter Day Saints,
and to pxeach the original doctrines of the Church. A monthly
periodical will be Dubhshed in this eity forthwith, Eldersare to be

sent to Utah to reclaim those backsliders, and if these elders are

cut down while engaged in the work, “the blood of the martyrs
will be the seed of the Chureh.” The speskers at the Conference
expressed an abhorence of the evils which had overthrown the
church, and a determination to expel such persons from the church
in future. They spoke with extraordinary energy and Divine in-
fluence; and with unbounded love for the faithful, and also for
backsliders, and for all mankind. We hope that all good citizens
will cast no obstacle in our way, while welabor for the eradication
of this foul stain, that the conductors of newspapers will make
known the remedy which God hath provided for this great wick-
edness, ISAAC SHEEN,. .

-
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'.I.‘IIE DIVI\IE AUTHE\TTIOITY OF THE BOOK OF
MORMON

THE idea ‘is cherished by many that the Bible contams no
evidence in proof of the Divine authenticity .of the Book of
Mormon, whereas it containg numerous testimonies which prove
that the Book of ; Mormon has come forth in fulfilment of the
joyful anticipations, and plain predictions of the ancient prophets.,
They foresaw that the bringing. forth of this book would be a_
part of the ¢ marvellous w01k,” “which God has declaxed he will’
perform in these last days. The prophet Isaiah foretold the
bringing forth ‘of this ‘book, and some of the peculiar circum-
stances which have transpired in connection with it, and with the.
glory which is to be revealed in “a very little while.” A great
prophecy on this subject is recorded in Isaiah xxix, 9-24, This. -
prophecy is prefaced with a descuptxon of the people, among.
whom this book should be brought forth. The. prophet says,
“stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out,- and cry; they are
drunken, but not with wine; they stagger, bub not with strong
drink.. I‘o1 the Lord hath pomed out upon you the spirit of
deep :sleep, and hath closed your eyes, the prophets and your
rulers, the seers hath he covered.” The prophet, by the illumi-
nation of the Holy Ghost, was pelmltted to-behold a wonderful
state of things in the 1e11010us world in the last days—in the day
and at the time when this book would be brought forth. Amazed’
at the sight, and struck -with astonlshment at the. vision, ,he
exclaimed, “ stay yourselves; and wonder;: cry ye out, and ery
. What was 'the cause of all this wonder which geized - hold of the

-prophet? - . - »

‘Reader, dld you ever cons1de1 what Was the cause

wonder? ' Did you ever consider that in that day t
many pxophets, and that it was not considered as an unr

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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and fanatical idea for God to send forth prophets among the
people, to teach them the Law of God, to warn them of impending
judgments, and to unfold the glomes of the latter days? When
the curtain which separated the present from the future was
withdrawn, he looked down _upon the last days, and what did he
see? It was a terrible vision. He saw the people-drunken, but
not with wine. - They staggered, but it- was not with strong&dlmk
Did.you-ever consider that people may be drunken without either
wine or strong drink? . You that have wisely refrained from wine
and strong drink,.should consider that Isaiah foretold that in the
latter days there would. be a people, who would not be drunken
with wine,mor stagger with strong drink, nevertheless, they would
‘he dmnken, and they would stagger. He describes a people
which are peculiar to this age. He- describes the sects of Chris-
téndom, as they now are;and not as they have been previous to
this age. He shows that the Temperance caugse would be preva-
lent when the Book of Mormon would come forth.
If you desire to be perfectly sober, if you desire to escape every
“cause of d1unkenness, this subject demands your serious atten-
tion. There are thousands of men and women in our day, who
‘profess-to be total abstainers from every thing that would ecause
.drunkenness, but know ye; that many, yea, very many, of this
-clags, “are drunken, but not with wine; they stagger, but not
-with strong drink.” Why are they drunken?  Mark again, what.

the prophet says is the cause of this drunkenness. “For the Lord. +~

‘hath poured: out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath -
‘closed your eyes; the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he
.covered.”” The condmon of the world until the Book of Mormon
" iwas brought forth, and the condition” of those who reject the
‘messengers whom God hath sent, may be described in the words: of' :
‘Saul, when he said, “God is depalted from me,’ and answeréth me
no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams.”—1 Sam. xxviii; 15. -
‘We have . now. discovered the cause of this drunkenness
People in this day profess to be Christians, dand eyen- profess to .
be ministers of the Gospel, but the Liord hath poured upon ' them. *
the spirit of deep ‘sleep, and hath'closed their eyes. The prophets
.and’ geers are covered or hid from them. Saul, in the midst of,
'his trangressiong and rebellion against God, understood distinetly
that his transgresgions had caused God to depart from him, so
‘ithat he answered him no more, neither by prophéts, nor: by
dreams, bt in our .day, people profess ‘to be devoted Christians
.and ministers, and yet they are further removed from communion
.with God:than Saul was, for they contend that neither ‘the
righte the wicked can receive an answer from God,-in our
day, neither ‘by prophets, nor 'by dreams, nor by angels, nor by
the Holy- Ghost, although Jesus said; “if ye abide in me and my
words’ ab1de in you, you shall ask what you will in my name, and
I will give it you.”—dJohn xv, 7.

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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This was the state of the religious world when the Book of
Mormon was brought to light, and the prophet proceeds with his
prophecy and says, “ and the vision of all is become unto you as
the words of abook that is sealed, which men déliver to one that
is learned, saying, read this, I pray thee, and he saith, I cannot,
for it is sealed; and the book is ‘delivered to him' that is not
learned, saying, read this, T pray thee, and he saith; I am not
learned.” Tt is very evident that the events foretold in this part
of the prophecy are described as:inseparably connected, and
cotemporaneous with the events foretold in the preceding part. of
the prophecy, otherwise it could not consistently be connected
with it by the conjunction, “and.” We want you to distinctly
understand the important fact that the prophet had been describ-
ing a people, who were drunken, but not with wine, a people
upon whom the Lord had poured out the spirit of* deep sleep, and
had closed their eyes,—a people who had no prophets nor seers,
for the Lord had covered them, “and the vision of all” wag then
manifested. The coming forth of the Book of Mormon disturbed
the religious world in their slumbers. It was “the vision of all,”
for it was of the utmost importance to all peoplein this age of
the world, therefore it might with strict propriety be called “the
vision of all.”” "To show thatthere was an indispensable necessity
for the manifestation of this * vision of all,” we will“call your
attention to the testimony of the prophet Nephi, concerning the
Bible, as it is recorded in the Book of Mormon.” He says, the
angel of the Lord said unto me, thou hast beheld that the ‘book
proceeded forth from the mouth of a Jew; and when it proceeded
forth from the mouth of a Jéw, it contained the plainness of the
gospel of the Lord, of whom the twelve apostles bear record; and
they bear record according to the truth which is in' the Lamb’ of
God; wherefore, these things go forth from the Jews in‘ purity,
.unto the Gentiles, according to the truth which is'in God ; and
aftéer they go forth by the hand of the twelve apostlés ‘of the
Lamb, from the Jews unto the Gentiles, thou seest the foundation
- of a great and abominable Church, which is most' abominable
above all other Churches; for'beliold, they have taken away from
the gospel of the Lamb, many parts which are plain and most
precious, and also many covenants of the Lord have they taken

away; and all this have they done, that they might pervert the:
right ways of the Lord; that they might blind the éyes and -
harden the hearts of the children of men ; wherefore thou seest
that after the book had gone forth'through the hands of the great
and abominable Church, that there are many plain' and' precious
things taken away from'the book, which is'the book of the Lamb
of Godi and’ after these plain and precious things were taken
away, it goeth forth unto all theé nations of the Gentiles: and
after it goeth forth-unto all the nations of the Geentiles, yea, even
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across the many waters which thou hast seen with the Gentiles
which have gone forth out of: captivity : thou seest because of the
many plain and precious things which have been taken out of the
book, which. were plain unto the undelst'mdmg of the children
of men, according to the plainness which is in the Lamb of God;
hecause of these thmfrs which are taken away out of the. gospel
of the Lamb, an exceedmg great many do stumble, yea, insomuch
that Satan hath great power over them.” 31 p. The channel
through which the Blble hag come down to us having been so
exceedlno‘ly corrupt, what ecould be more reasonable than the
coming forth of an inspired record entirely free from contamina-
tion by evil, designing men ? It was for this purpose that it came
forth, and {o establish the truth of the Bible. On this subjeect,
Nepln also says, “after the (xentﬂes do stumble exceedingly,
because of the most plain and precious parts of the gospel of the
Lamb, which has been kept back by that abominable Church,
which is the mother of harlots, saith the Lamb, T will be melelful
unto the Gentiles in. that day, insomuch-that T will bring forth
unto them in mine own power; much of my gospel, which shall be
plain and precious. . . . And the angel spake unto me, saying,
these last records which thou hast seen among the G'rentlles shall
establish the truth-of theé first, which are of the twelve apostles of
the Lamb, and shall make. LnoWn the plain and. precious things

which have been taken away from them.” 31,32 p. The Book
of Mormon is precisely such a book as the W011d needs. Tt.is.a
key under the direction of the Spirit of truth, to unlock the
glorious. treasures which are contained in the Blble, and reveals
again many truths which wicked men in past ages withheld from
the world. TItis not strange, theref'me, that Isaiah should call it
t the vision of all.”

We will now prove that this plophecy has been fulfilling in 'a
most remarkable manner, and that there was a speedy fulfilment
of a portion of it, when only a small portion. of the Book of
Mormon was transl‘tted In our last citation from this, pxophecy,'
we, are informed that the words of the book were to be delivered
to one that is learned, and then the book itself was to be dehver-
ed to:one that is not: learned

Having called your attention, to these facts, we will . now
_compare the prophecy concerning the learned man, with the facts
relating to its fulfilment, ¢ And the vision of all is become unto
you as’the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to
one that is learned, saying, ‘read this, T pray thee;’ and he saith,
¢ I cannot, for it is sealed 77 Martin Hapris went to New' Y01L
and presentﬂd the characters which had been translated, to Prof,
Anthon.  We: have fxequently heard Mr. Harris state what
oceurred on -that occasion, and. his statements strictly coincided
with the following extract from the History of Joseph Smith;
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“sometime in this month of February, the aforementioned Mr.
Martin Harris came to our place; got the characters which I had
drawn off, and started with them fo the city of New York. TFor
what took placé relative to him'and the characters, I refer-'to his
own account-of ‘the ciréumstances’ as he related them to me after
his return, which was as follows.”’ T-went-to the city'of New
York, and’ presented ‘the chmacters which had:been translated,
with the {ranslation: thereof; to Professor Antlion, a gent]eman
celebmted for his literary attainments.  Professor Anthon stated
that the translation was correct, more so'than any he had;before
seen’ translated 'from - the Egyptlan I then showed him, those
which were not yet translated, and he said that they"were RAigyp-
tian, Chaldaie, Assyriao, and: Alablc, and he said:that they:were
the true characters. - He 'gave me a certificate, celtlfylnw ‘to-the
people. of Palmyra; that they were the true characters; and. that
the translation of -such™ of ‘them ‘as had been translated was“also
correct. I took the certificate and. put it into' my pocket, and:was
just leavmg the’ house, when Mr. Anthon called me back;and
asked ‘me how the young man found out-that therc were: gold
plates in the place  where he found' them. I answered that an
‘angel of 'God had révealed it unto him.. He then said unto' me,
“let ‘me see that certificate.” < T ‘accordingly took it out ‘of:my
pocket and gave it to him; when he took it and ‘tore iti to. ‘pieces,
saying that there was no such thing now as ministering of. angels,
and that if I''would bring the plates to him he would- translate
them. I informed him that part of the'plates were sealed, and
that T was forbidder to bring them. He replied, ‘I: cannot; read
a sealed book.” I left hun and’ went to Dr. Mitehell, whosane-
tioned what Professor’ Anthon had said réspecting Doth, the cliar-
acters and the translation. - See Times and Seasons, Vol. 3. We
‘have never ascertained that these statements have ever been’ con-
“tradicted, by either Proféssor Anthon or Dr. Mitehell, notwith-
standing they ‘have been’ pubhshed as extensxvely and 1epeatedly,
‘as any fact'which was connected: 'with the coming:forth' of the
“Book of Mormori.: The-public: Halls which ‘have been occupied
by the Saints in New York, thé publications which have circulated
among them have undoubtedly ‘been ‘made instrumental ‘in bring-
Ang these facts 1epeatedly before them. It will be- petceived: that
their gtatements ‘are 'equivalent to an'acknowledgement : that
Joséph' Smith was a true prophet, for if he had:made:a; true
translation; it must have been done by the gift and. power of God.
If these’ gentlemen néver made ‘these statements, would they not
have defénded their popularlty among men-by contradicting'them?
-We may: reasonably suppose that they were unwilling to pubhsh
a falsehood; by contradicting ‘these statements, but that their love
“of populanty ‘prevented them from making a public acknowledge-
~ment of the facts in the case. The conclusion ‘of the subject is,
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that this prophecy.concerning the learned man was fulfilled in the
strictest sense -of the word and in the most literal manner
imaginable.

Now let: us examine the next. step in this work “ And the
book is- delivered . to him that is not learned, saying, read this, I
pray thee: and he saith, ‘I am not lea,rned’ “Wherefore the
Lord said, ‘forasmuch as this people draw near me with their
mouth, and with their lips do honor me, but haye removed their
heart far from me, and their fear toward me is.taught by the
precept of men: therefore, behold I will proceed to do a marvel-
lous work among -this people, even a marvellous work and a
wondbr: for the wisdom .of their wise men shall perish, and the
understanding: of  their prudent men shall be hid.” ” - The objec-
tion is often:urged against this work, that Joseph Smith was an
unlearned ‘man, but let guch obJectors remember that God had
foreordained that such a man should be chosen to do this work,
as an.ingtrument in his hands. It is.true that this scheme is in
opposition to the systems of religion which have become ‘popular
among. men, and God-designed that it should be. Paul. was aware
that this. was God’s plan. ¥e said, “ God hath chosen the foolish
things of .the world to confound the wise ; and God. ha,th chogen
the weak things of the world to confound the things which are
mighty ; ‘and . base thmgs of the world, and things which are
despised. hath-God chosen, yea, and, things which are not, to bnng

-to naught things that are; that no flesh should glmy in his
presence.”—-1 (or. i, 27-29. If the.learned and wise, according
‘t0,the wisdom of  the: world, had brought forth or translated this
record, Paul’s deelaration. would have been false, and it was by a
cltatlon from this prophecy of Isaiah that he introduced the
subject. In v.19th, he says, ‘it is written; ‘I will destroy the
wisdom -of ‘the wise, and will bring to nothmg the understanding
of the prudent.’ ”- Then Paul says, “where is the wise? where
i3 the scribe 2. where is the disputer of  this world? hath not_God -
made foolish the wisdom of :this . world?”’ We have in the proph-
ecy . of Isaiah two topics. ‘We have.the character of the people
.among’ whom ¢ the book” was. to..come forth, and the modus
operandi by which the Lord would bring it. forth. The character
of the sects-of the:present day: is described with an accuracy that
i3 unmistakable. - Dlscaxdmg the .idea .of acknowledging any
prophets, having no faith in the prophecy of Joel, by whom the
‘Liord. said, . “I will pour out my spirit upon all ﬁesh and your
song -and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall
dream: dreams, your young men shall see visions,” their worship
~must e, as. it 1s - there . deseribed.  'When they ¢ draw near” to
Grod;-it . must be only with the mouth, and with their lips, and
then‘ hearts must be far from him, for. they have.not received the
gift of the Holy Ghost which.'Peter sald was “for all that are
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afar off, even #s many as the Lord our God shall call.” If they
had received the Holy Ghost they would have realized the truth
of the prophéey of Joel: Their fear toward God “is taught by
the préeept of men,”” bedause their téachers preach by their own
#isdont' in oppositiod to Paul; who said, “my preaching was not
with enticlng words of man’s wisdom, but in denionstration of the
Bpirit, aud of power; that your faith should not'stand in the
yisdom of men, but in-the power of God.”—1 Cor. ii. 4,5, It
wag in the midst of this' dependence on the teachings of unin-
spired men that the Lord was to do a marvellous work in the
bringing forth ‘of-the book' which was to-be ‘“delivered to him

that is not learned.” = It was'a marvellous work, because he-‘chose

an unlearned youth to be his servant and instrument in bringing
forth this book and to establish a great Chureh-in opposition te
the prejudices and creeds of all the powerful sects'and learned
clergy in Christendom. It was maxvellous, for until iniquity
abounded; and the love of many thereby waxed cold, (as Paul had
foretold,) neither the wisdom- of the wise men, nor the under-
standing of the prudent men, could stay-the rapid progress of the:

work. If iniquity in the Church had not abounded; it would ats

this time have been the most powerful Church in this land.
The next two verses in' this prophecy of Isaiah contain a pre-

a

diction of> 'woe upon-those who oppose or reject this work. The -

reader ¢an read them at his leisure, and we would entreat you to

search after the numerous warnings which the Lord has given us -

in relation to the judgments which he declared would come upon
the Grentiles, upon this land, because they would reject the gospel,

and persecute, and shed the blood of saints and prophets. The-
preparations that are now making for civil war, and dissolution.
of the American Union, clearly show that those who have scoffed.

at these warnings, will realize that they are not false alarms.
 In the remainder of the prophecy, there are several criterions-

by which we may know that this book was to come forth in the-

last 'days. The next verse, (17th,) says, ‘“is it not yet a very
little while, and Liebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, ands
the fruitfnl field shall be esteemed as a forest?” ' At the time-
that the Book of Mormon was published, the  Meslem tyranny
was intolerable in the Holy Land and on:Mount Lebanon, and.
they were desolate, us they had been for many centuries, but a.
great change has been experienced. Lebanon now abounds with:
fertile plantations, because God had declared that it should he so,.
and her progress'is onward. - 18th v. “ And in that day shall the-
deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind ghall
see out of obscurity, and out of darkness.”” Itis worthy of our:
consideration how carefully this'propheocy is linked together, from.
first to last, so that the circumstances conneoted with the coming
forth of the Book of Mormon, are clearly described, - This part
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of the prophecy is connected with the preceding by a double link,

To the. conjunction, “and,” he adds the expression, “in that
day.”” This prophecy concerning the deaf and the blind has
been fulfilled, and unbelievers may contradict us as much as they
please; but that ‘which has been experienced is, as the droppings
of rain before a bountiful shower, Many kindred. bleqsmgs have

AN .
l\/\ﬁ Vb%(‘llu\ld’ alld uxc 'ﬂsw U\fllful}c‘q ‘1“0“ "']'Iﬂ ﬁg'lﬁ*’ﬁ 1“ +]1n ne‘n

organization. If it were not_so, the words of Jesus and . his
_promise unto them that believe, would be false, for he said, “these
signs shall follow them that belleve In my name shall they cast
out devils ; they shall speak with new tongues ; they shall take. up
serpents ;- and if they drink any deadly thm«r it shall not. hurt
them; they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover.’
The reason that these signs do not follow multitudes who. say they
believe, is because they do not believe, although they say they do.
They say that these things are done away, therefore they do not
believe in Chust for he did nof say, these signs shall follow them
that believe .in this age .of the world and then they shall -not
follow them that believe, neither did he say, these “signs may. or
may not follow them that believe. e introduced this doctrine by
declaring, “he that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved ; but
e that believeth not shall be damned.”—Mark xvi. 16.

Would you dare to substitute in this passage for the word
“tghall,”. the words, shall not, or:the word, may? Would you say
that he that believeth not shall not be damned then why do you
reverse the words of Jesus in the next sentence, when he said,
“these signs shall follow them that believe?”’ The Book of
Mormon- hag come forth in conneection with the blessmgs which
are msepmable from them that believe in all generations, and it
came forth in that day, that the deaf did hear the words of the
book; and the eyes of the blind did see out of obscurity, and out
of darkness :We have in the next, three verses of Isaiah’s _proph-
ecy, a p1ed1ct10n of events which were to" come to pass.in that
-day when:“the book” would come forth.. The prophet says,
-t the meek also shall increase their joy in the Lord, and the poor
.among men: shall rejoice in the Holy One of Tsrael. For the
terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner is consumed,
and all that watch for iniquity are cut off; that make a man an
~offender for a word, and lay a snare for him that reproveth in the
‘gate, and tum asuie the just for a thing of nought. 7. «The
‘terrible one’’ is not yet brought to nought, for he is yet, as he
‘was in the days of Paul, “the prince of the power of the air, the
spmt ‘that now worketh in the children of disobedience. ”—Eph
i 2. The scorner is not yet.consumed, Who. is the scorner?
They are the scorners who have treated with scorn and contempt
“the vision of all,” the Book of Mormon, and the ‘“marvellous
work” connected therewith, What else could the prophet mean ?
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After descrlbmg a work of such great importance, and attended
with such great blessings upon those that receive it, should he
not fovewarn- the scorners, the despisers and mockels, of the
_speedy judgments which ave to be poured out upon them. -In the
preceding chapter, (21 v.,) Isaiah calls. God’s marvellous work,
“his strange work,” and “lis strange. act,” and he says, ‘¢ the
~Lord shall rise up asiin. Mount Perazin, he ‘shall be wroth as in
- the valley of- Grlbeon that he may do hlS work; his strange work,
-and bring to pass his act, his strange act. Now, therefore, be ye
not mockers, lest. your. bandﬂ be made strong, for I. have heard
from the Lord God of’ Hosts a consumptxon even determined
-upon the whole earth.

- Dear:friends, do you not see the storm that is gatbeung around
you and in your midst? - To the Saints who are of the scattered
remnants of Jacob,, gleater blessmos are promised in that day,
spoken. of by Isaiah, than they have ever enjoyed, and in that
day he says that the Lord. says, ‘they shall sanctify. my. name,
and . sanctlf‘y the Holy One of ‘Jacob, and shall fear the God. of
Tsrael: They also that erred in spirit shall come to understand-
ing, and théy that murmured shall: learn doctnne ' '_I.‘hxs is the
conclusion of: Isaiah’s propliecy on ‘the coming forth of the Book
of Mormon, and‘as Israel has not attained to ‘this high. standard
of perfeetmn here is another ev1dence that the Book of ‘Mormon

is a 1evelatlon fxom God:
i : . [To be Continued, ]

i I‘ ) .

'I‘HE WORK OF THE HOLY - GHOST IN THE
' - CHURCH. T

. THE gift of the Holy Ghost .is for all the Samts J ohn 'th_e
,Baptlst said unto the people who were baptized by him, I indeed
baptize. you with water unto repentance : but he that .cometh after
‘me is mightier than T, whose shoes I am not worthy to. beal he
shall baptlze you': w1th the Holy Ghost and with fire.” This
declaration  was not made to -those who afterwards - became
apostles.and elders merely. It was presented. as a blessing which
all: might_enjoy who were baptized with water unto repentance.
If the Holy Ghost was to be given unto; all those who obeyed the
Gospel, it ‘wag to be. given - them, toinstruct. them in the great
things ‘pertaining to the: kmgdom of God. ' Jesus: said unto his
,-dlsc1p1es “ when he, the. spirit' of fruth is come,. he will guide
-you into.all truth; for he'shall not speak of himself; but what-
soever; he- shall heau that shall he speak : and he Wlll show you
things ‘to. come.”’~ John xvi. 13; By this. spirit'those who,live
in the enjoyment of it; by living i in humility ‘and faith, are ena-

bled to deteect the dlﬁ"elence between truth and error. When a o
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doctrine is presented unto them, it is their privilege to test that
dootrine by the Spirit, and if a Talse doctrine is presented by any
man, no matter whether he is a prophet or an’ apostle, it is their
duty to receive the testimony of the Spirit in preference to the
testimony of men. The teachings of the Spirit are harmonious,
They are not contradictory, but men, even the best of men, are
liable to err, and to turn aside from: the holy: eommandments
which have been given unto us. = The past history of the Latter
Day Saints proves this fact, and it proves the truth of Joseph's
prediction that those who did" not obtain a testimony for them-
selves would fall and: that they must not pm thelr faith on his
sleeve.

Some may say that this doctrine was appheable to the twelve
apostles only. Let us see whether there is any truth in ‘this
assertion, “The Jews marvelled, saying, ‘how knoweth this man
letters, having never learned ?’ Tesus answered them, and said,
‘my doctrine is not mine, but bis that sent me. If any man will
do his will, he shall know of the doctrme, whether it' be of Ged,
or whether I speak of myself.” - It is therefore the privilege of
any mun who does the will of God to know:of the doctrine
whether- it be true, or whether it be false. What is'the reason
that the Church dld.not detect the false doctrines that were
introduced about the time of Joseph’s death? Those who did
the will of God, did detect these false doctrines, but there were
many who did not do the will of God, therefore that ' Wicked One
was ¢ revealed whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of
his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:
Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan, with all
power, and signs, and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness
of unrighteousness in them that perish; beciuse they received
not the love of the truth, that they mlght be saved. And for
this cause, God shall send them strong delusion, that they should
believe a lie: That they all might be damned Who believed. not
the truth; but ‘had pleasure in unrighteousness,”. - If those ‘who
called themselves saints had done the will “of’ Grod ‘they would
have been deélivered from this delusion. ' Bitter, mdeed have
been the fruits of their transgression. The consequences of
their refusal to do the will .of God was. foretold by Jeremiah in
the - 17th c. Bth v, -of his- prophecy, where it is written, ¢ thus
saith the Lord; ¢oursed be the man that.trusteth in man, and
maaketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord
Tor he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see
when good cometh ; but shall inhabit the' parched places in the
wilderness, in-a salt land and not inhabited,” It was their duty
to follow na man that would teach thém contrary to the doctrine
of Christ.- ‘Those that were ordained to preach the gospel had no
authorlty to preaoh contlary to the gospel Paul said;, “though
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we or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accurs-

ed.”—1 Gal. i. 8, The authority of God through the Holy
Ghost™ deposes the authority of men who were commissioned to
preach the gospel when they’ forsake: the purity of the gospel,
and become ministers of unrighteousness and  servants of Satan.
When Peter promised that all that would obey the gospel should
receive -the gift of the Holy Ghost, he did not tell them: that
although the Holy Ghost would lead them into all truth, yet: the
teachings of apostles were superior to the teachings of :the Holy
Ghost. He made known the uiniversality of the gift of the Holy
Ghost unto all that would obey the gospel,-both in that day and
in every age. He says, “the promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to_all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord
our God shall call.” ~Paul also said, “the mamfesta.tlon -of the
Splrlt i8. glven to every man to profit withal.”

. T [T be Continued.]

NAME OF THE CHURCH

Ea:tmct of @ letter from Mrs. Sarah Harvey, of Kirthand, 0hzo~

THERE are a few things in your book that are not. exactly in
aqurdance with revelation and the Book of Mormon. -That is
the name of your Church. It ought to be called the Church of
Christ. The articles and covenants were so, and revelations given
when the Church was first established were called so. See Book
of Mormon where Christ appeared to the people on this land.
He told them that if a Church be called by any other name but
my mname, then it is not my Church, but if it have my name, and
be built upon my gospel, then it be my Chureh, not even suffering
them to add Je esus, but to be called the Church of Christ. - That
was “the name given when the Church was first established, and
when they took upon-them the name of Jesus Christ-of Latter
Day Saints, they broke the commands of God, and they- also broke
the commands of God when they put that name upon the front of
the temple. - It was too humble to bear the name of Christ. It
Was not popular., : ,

OUR RepLY To MRS HARVDY

Isaiah in his. prophecy (xxix. 20, 21,) says, “all that watch
for-iniquity are cut off, that make a man an offender for a word,
and lay a snare for him that reproveth in the gate, and turn asule
the just. for a thing of nought.” Mrs. Harvey emdently makes
2 man (even .the prophet Joseph, and “the Church of God )
“an offender for a-word.” -

This -doctrine of early seceders from ¢the Church of the
Lamb,” has been one of the arguments made use of by the
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enemy, to “turn aside the just for a thing of nought.” If itis
unlawful to call the Church by any name except ¢ Church of
Ohrist,” it cannot be proved by the Book of Mormon. The
pwphets who wrote that' Book generally called it by other names.
On page 34 of the 3rd.edition, we are informed that N eph1 had a
vision of the Church in our day; and twice he calls it “the
Church of the Lamb of God,” and once he calls it “the ‘Charch
of the Lamb.” . On. the. next page he again calls it “the. Church
of the Lamb.” On page 78, it is.called “the true Church: and
fold of God.” . On page 502 it is ecalled ¢ the 'true Church of
Christ.” If the sacred name of JEsus is to be cast out'of the
name of the Church, was it not a sin to prefix the word “true” to
that name, and if it is teue that it ¢ ought to be called the Church
of Christ;” why did N&hi call it ¢ the Church of the Lamb, ”
and “the Ohurch and fold of God ?”

After diligent search, we have found 18 paoes where it is called
the Church of God,” ’and ‘only 4 pages where it is called “the
Church of Christ.” It is called the Church of God'on p. 203,
204, 207, 218, 219, 225, 227, 238, 293, 316, 341, 342, 394, 400,
405 409 411 520 and the Church of Christ on p 492 493 499,
559, So-it is very evident that it ‘was very. seldom that these
ancient saints called the Church by. the name which is econtended
for by our correspondent..: We have found on 3 pages where the
ancient saints called the Church * their Church.”. On page. 219,
Alma, the high priest, says, ¢ thus they did prosper and become
far more. wealthy, than those who did not belong to their Church.
For those who did not belong to their Church, did indulge them-
selves in sorceries” &e. On. .p.-335 ‘Alma says, *the N ephites
were inspired by a better cause; for .they were not fighting for
monarchy nor power; but they: were fighting for their homes, and
their liberties, their wives, and their children, and their all; -yea,
for their rites of worship, and their Church.’ i3 .On p. 350, Hela-
man writes about those whom he says, “had dlssented from thetr
. Church.”

These plain statements show that the- Church Was spoken of by
the saints and prophets as their Church and also as the Church :of
God. If the interpretation of the words of Jesus which our
correspondent has given us, is correct, then the Church of Christ
and the prophets: in that day were as much.in transgression on
this subject as it is clajmed that the Church is in our day. As
our attention has been called to the early revelations on this
subject, we will do the same.” In a revelation' and vision of
Joseph Smith and Sydney Rigdon on Feb. 16, 1832, it is written
concerning the celestial world, that ““these are they who have
come to an innumerable company of angels, to the General
Assembly and Church of Enoch, and of the first born.” * Sec. 92,
p. 5. What would our friends who differ with us on this subject
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say if we should call our Church, the ‘Church of Joseph? We
suppose they would say that we had taken another awful retro-
grade step, although Joseph stood in the same position to the
Church in-his day, that Enoch did in his-day. Aceording to the
doctrine of our friend; this revelation ‘contains: false doctune,
although it was given ‘long before the:temple at Kirtland was
built, which our ‘friends acknowledoe was built by revelation.

Under certain circumstanees, thezefore, we find that the Church
can be called the Church of a man, or it-can be called the Church
of the Saints,for as the saints called it their Church, it was the
Church of the Saints. The truth is, that it was their Church and
COhrist’s Church also. Ina revelation given in March, 1832, the
Lord says unto the saints, the kingdom is- yours and "the bless-
ings thereof are yours, and the richesiof eternity are yours.”
See Sec. 76, p. 4. - Paul also says, “wherefore we:receiving a king-
dom: which cannot -be moved, let us have grace.”—Heb. xii, 28,

‘We suppose it will be admitted that the kingdom spoken of is
the kingdom spoken of by John the Baptist when he .gaid, ¢“tihe
- kmgdom of heaven is at hand,” and that this kmddom is the
Ohurch of God. Paul also testified to the saints, saying, ¢“all
things -are yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas .or the
world, or life; or death, or thmgs present, or things to come; all
are yours; and ye are Christ’ 85 and Ohust is Grod’ ¥—1 Cor.
1ii.-21-+23.

If the Church :is” not mcluded how can all thmo*s be thens?
That Paul understood this subject in this way will further: appear
from I Cor. xiv: 33, where he calls the Churches ¢ Churches of
the Saints.”  What" is now called 4 branch of ‘thé Church; Paul
calls: @ Church or ¢he Church, and-all the branches as Churches.
Is'not Paul-infringing on the rule of -our- coxresponden‘t, Just as
much in speaking of ‘Churches of the Saints, as if' he was to say
Church of the Saints ?- What then did-Jesus mean when he said,
“yeshall-call the Church in my name.” - The only way that we
can consistently - understand him is that the Church must ac-
knowledge him as their head; thatinstead of putting their trust
in-uninspired teachers, and bmlduw up Churches in their- names,
their trust ‘must ‘be on Christ. Tt must be called in his name,
but not in a setform of words.- It may:be called the Church’ of

the -Lamb, the Church of God, of Christ, of Jesus  Chyist, of :
Jesus; of® the Saints, or it may be called- their :Chuteh.. Peoplef";g'
cannot be :saints:unless they believe in:the authority of Jesus; i

andthat lie governs his-Church by immediate revelation, therefore
-they call the:Church in'his name when they use any.of these dif-
ferent - forms ‘of expression, otherwise the: anclent prophets and
saints:did not “call the Church in his:name/

Our friend argues in behalf of Christ as “not even suﬁe;mg
them to add Jesus, but to be ¢called the Church of Christ.” In
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all the instructions which Jesus gave on that occasion, the name
Church of Christ cannot be found. In all that Jesus said he
could not make a distinetion between the name of Jesus and. the
name of Christ, without :opposing in the most decided manner
many of the inspired writers, both of the Book of Mormon and
the New Testament. He said, “ye must take upon you the name
of Christ, which is my name, For by this name shall ye be
called at the last day; and whoso.taketh upon him my name, and
endureth to-the end, the same shall be saved at the last day;
therefore, whatsoever ye:shall do, ye shall do it in my name;
therefore ye shall call the Church in my name; and ye shall call
upon the Father in my name, that he will bless the Church for my
sake.” See 493 p. Now if Christ intended that the Church should
not be called in the name of Jesus, as well as the name of Christ,
then he also intended that the saints should do nothing in the
name of Jesus, and that they should notcall upon the Father in
the name of Jesus. These words apply with equal force to every
branch of the subject laid down in these words of Jesus. Let us
deal fairly with his words and not handle the word of God deceit-
fully. - He commands the saints to take upon them the name of
Christ. He says that this is his name. - He says, “by this'name
shall ye be called at the last day.” Ile says, * whatsoever ye shall
do, ye shall do it in my name.” He says, ‘“ye shall call the Church
in my name.” He says, “ye shall call upon the Father in my
pame, that he will ‘bless the Church for my sake.” ' If Jesus
means that the Church ghall be called exclusively in the name of
Christ, then all the prayers that have been offered up in the name
.of Jesus and all' the baptisms, confirmations; ordinations, sacra-
ments, and every work that has been done in the name of Jesus,

have been done'in violation of ¢ the command of God.” +/ 7 :

If our friend is right in saying concerning thé Latter Day
Saints that ¢it was too humble-to bear the name of Christ, it.was
mnot popular,” that was the reason’ why the ¢ disciples of Jesus”
immediately after he had instructed them: concerning his ‘name,
“baptized in the name of Jesus.” - Was this the reason that they
-called themgelves “the disciples of Jesus?’ Was this the reason
why “all manner of ‘miracles did they work among the children
of men, and in nothing did they work miracles, save it.were: in
‘thename of Jesus?’ See p. 500. The twelve whom Jesus:chose
¢ did- cauge :that the multitude should kneel down upon the face
‘of ‘the earth, and should pray unto the Father in the name of
-Jesus,” 480 p. "his was done when Jesus appeared. to them.
«The digciples- did pray unto the Father also in the name of
Jesus.” We are there informed also that they did ‘“mnothing
‘varying from the words which Jesus had spoken.” ‘ Paul’s rever-
-ence for the name of Jesus: widely differed from our friend’s
reverence, He said, ““God also hath highly exalted him, and
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given him 2 name which is above every other name:. that at the
name of Jesus every knee'should bow.”—Phil. ii. 9, 10. = OQur
friends ought to understand that whatsoever is done in the name
of Jesus, is done in the name of -Chrigt, because it is done in the
name of-the same person.” Jesus “1is the Christ,” as we read
on p. 510 and 563. “The demgn in- bringing forth . ‘the Book of
Mormon :js" declared - in. these words, they (t,he Wntmgs,) ghall
go unto the believing of the Jews ; and for this intent shall they
go; that they may be persuaded- that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of the living' God.” See p..513. The foregoing, we' thmk shows
conclusively that whatsoever is doxie-in the name of :Jesus is done
in the name:' of Christ, because. ¢ Jesus is the Christ.”” The
objection to the name of Latter Day Saints is equally groundless
with all the rest. ¢ Where thereis no law there is no transgres-
gion,” and it would be folly to undertake to show that there i is
any law against the use of this name. As well might it be said
that Haggai “ broke the command of God,” when he prophesied
that ¢ the glory of tlns latter house shall be greater than. of the
former."”

To disoriminate between the Anclent and Latter J)ay bamts,
the nanie is'indispensable. It is a standing advertisement to. the
world, reminding them that we aré:living inthe, latter days—the
momentous’ days which the ancient.prophets described as a day
when the God of heaven would set up .a kingdom—the day when
“the saints of the Most ngh shall take the kingdom, and possess
the kingdom forever”—the day when ¢ the Church of Enoch”
and “the Zion of Enoch” shall be united with- ¢« the Church of
the -Saints’’-of the last days—the day that shall precede the day

when:the: Salnts shall - .commence to reign with' Christ. & thousand
veard: :

At - e . :
THE PRIESTHOOD

Extract of o Zetter from our &rrmpondent P wtth edzlm zal notes
wm reply.
'QUR"Fathers in the Gentile world did not have the puesthood
consequently ‘we could not, and did not, inherit it from them. [a]
It was conferred on ‘the first Elders of the Church by heavenly

mesgengers, and by them, on others. - Paul says the priesthood is.. _

w1thout Father, without’ Mother, without descent, (Hebrews 7. ¢4~
an "'decla,res that Melchisedek was made a priest like unto the Son
‘ [5] That the priesthood was given. to. be conferred.. See
. nd 0 c. 3, p. 18. ¢ The order.of this priesthood was con-
- firmed " to7:be! handed” down from -Father to Son, and. rightly
belongs to: the literal descendants of the chogen geed to whom: the
promiges ‘were made. ~This -order was instituted in the days of
“-Adam.” Who ordained Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared,
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Enoch and Methuselah, “who were all High Priests.”” Thus we
gee that Adam conferred the priesthood by ordination:to..the
cighth -generation ‘of his posterity, [c] Seth ordained Lamech,
and Methuselahiordained:Noah. - So we see that not one of" those.
mentioned previous to the flood received the priesthood by confir--
mation from their father, except Seth. . It becomes important to
understand these things as a scattered Church dwelling with the
daughter of Babylon ;. for we too have the priesthood of the holy
order. “Any of the descendarﬂ+q of Shem have the lineal right - of
priesthood, for it is written;,  Blessed be the Lord God of Shem,”
in- view: of ‘the covenant of promise; which should be.made with
his: posterity:-[d] Let us remark that those high priests mention-
ed before the flood were-neatly all- cotemporary" with each other..
We through the high priesthood become the Sons of Moses; and
how did Moses receive his ‘priesthood.” [¢] See Sec. 4, D. and C..
“«And the Sons of Moses; according to the- holy pnesthood
whlch be received under the hand of his father-in- -law, Jethro,
and Jethro received it under the hand of Caleb,-and Caleb from
Elihy; and Elihu from Jeremy, and Jeremy from Gad, and Gad
from Esaias, and Esaias received it under the hand of God.”

- Tsaias'and Abraham were cotemporary ‘with each’ other, but
nelther teceived ‘any priesthood from their father, Abraham
receiving his - from: Melchisedek, 'and ‘Esaias his from God.-[f]
« Whmh pnesthood ‘continueth in the Church of ‘God in all gene-
rations, and is without beginning of ‘days or.end' of years: ::As
the priesthood is restored 'for the last time; and ‘the end soon
cometh, let us “give - diligent heed to those things. which' are,
written. - Nephi'says Book 2 €, 15. ¢ But behold, there areimany
that harden their-hearts:against the Holy bplnt that'it hath no
place in- them, - Wherefore, they cast many: things away’ which-

are written, and esteem them as things of nought.” Letus as'we
proceed keep this in view, and give earnest heed to the things
which are written, lest we let them. slip.. “When the Church was
first organized, it could not be wholly set in order, but had to
grow and gain strength, until a sufficient number. had umted with
it to set in order the priesthood.

A record -was - ordered to be kept April 6th, 1830 and in it
Joqeph was® “ called & seer, a:translator,.a- plophet an’ apostle of
Jesug Christ, an elder of the Chuich, throuorh the will'of God-the
Father; and .the’ grace -of: your: Lord Jesus Christ.. Wherefore
méaning the' Church, thou shalt give heed unto ‘all his'words, and
commandments ‘which' he -shall- glve unto you, as he recelveth,
them walking in all holiness -before me.’ :

~In September 1830, ‘the following ‘was glven N 0:0n6 shall be-' :
appomted $0.. receive -commandments and; revelations . in. . -this
Chureh; excepting my: servant; Joseph Smith, jr:,for he receiveth
t,hem even’as Moses ,——for I have gwen h1m the keys of the mys-
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teries and the revelations; which are sealed, until I shall appoint
unto them another in his stead.” Here is a plain prophecy that
God would appoint unto the mysteries and sealed revelations,
another in Joseph's stead. [

Moses earnestly desired to sanctify the people in the wilder-
ness, that they might see the face of God, but was not able. God
knew also that Joseph as a son of Moses [ ] would fail, [<] hence

the provision of another to be appointed 1n"his stead.

[«] The supposition that a man is deprived of the right to, or
that he cannot inherit a lineal priesthood, because his “fathers in*
the Gentile world did not have the priesthood,” is in direct con-
flict with the revelations on that subject. The Book of Abraham
contains much valuable instruction on this subject. It shows that
Abraham received his appointment to the priesthood in preference -
to his fathers, because they had turned from the holy command-
ments which the Lord their God had given unto them. On this
subject he says, *Isought for mine appointment unto the priest-
hood, according to the appointment of God unto the fathers con-
cerning the seed. My fathers having turned from their righteous-
ness, and from the holy commandments which the Lord their tod
had given unto them, unto the worshipping of the gods of the
heathens, utterly refusing to hearken unto my voice; for their
. hearts: were set to do evil, and were wholly turned to the god of
Elkenah, and the god of Libnah, and the god of Mahmackrah,
and the god of Korash, and the god of Pharaoh, king of Egypt,
therefore they turned their hearts to the sacrifice of the heathen
in offering up their children unto their dumb idols, and hearken-
ed- not unto my voice; but endeavored to take away my life by
the hand of - the priest of Klkenah.”

i UL uiie Vilikak, L

By further testimony from thisbook we will confirm the fact
that his father was an idolator, and that although he turned from
hig “idolatry for a short time, Abraham retained his priesthood.
Abraham says, “ now Pharaoh being of that lineage by which he
could not have the right of priésthood, notwithstanding the
Pharaohs would fain claim it from Noah, through Ham, therefore
my father' was led away by their idolatry; but I shall endeavor,
hereafter, to delineate the chronology, running back from myself
to the beginning of the creation, for the records have come into
my-hands, which I hold unto the present time. A famine pre-
vailed through all the land of Chaldea, and my father was sorely
tormented because of the famine, and he repented of the evil
which he had determined against me, to take away my life.

My father turned again unto hig idolatry.” o
"We have made these citations to show that the lineal priesthood
of Abraham was not held by all his forefathers nor even by his
father. ' This lineal priesthood cannot be held by any man who
_ 4 ,
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refuses to obey the law of God, although he may claim that he is
s lawful heir.” By transgression many have forfeited their lineal
right to the priesthood. ~When the lineal heir is a transgressor,
the right is conferred on a lineal heir who is righteous. In this
way, Cain, Esau, Reuben, King Noah, lost their birthright, which
was the lineal priesthood. These forefathers of Abraham lost the
priesthood - by - their wilful rebellion against .God. Joseph's
ancestors (except his father;) lived on the earth, when the priest-
hood was not on the earth. ~Joseph through faith and prayer ob-
tained it before his father had attained to the faith of the ‘gospel.
. We shall prove by more emphatic testimony, that the priesthood
which Abraham held was a lineal priesthood, subject to these
laws. Simultaneously, we shall prove that Abraham was a prince
and a high priest; that he became a high priest, because he was a
rightful heir to that priesthood ; that this high priesthood wag a

" right . belonging to the fathers; that it was conferred upon Abra-
ham from the fathers; that it came down to him from the fathers;
from the beginning of time; that this doctrine is more anciént
than the. foundations of the earth; and that it was the right of
the first born. Abraham says, “in the land of the Chaldeans, at
the residence of my father, I, Abraham, saw that it was needful
for me to obtain another place of residence, and finding there was
greater happiness and peace and rest for me, I sought for the
blessings of the fathers and the right whereunto I should be
ordained to administer the same; having been myself a follower of
righteousness, and to possess a greater knowledge, and to be a
father of many. nations, a prince of peace, and desiring to receive
instruction, and: to keep the commandments of God, I became a
rightful heir, a high priest holding the right belonging:to the
fathers; it was conferred upon me from the fathers; it ecame down
from the fathers, from the beginning of time, yea, even: from the
beginning, or before the foundation of the earth, to the present
time, even the right of the first born, on the first man who is
Adam, or first father, through the fathers unto me.”

-As this order of priesthood was from the beginning, so the
Lord made known unto him that it should continue in his seed.
He said, “T will Bless them that bless thee, and curse them that
curse thee; and in thee (that is, in $hy priesthood,) for I give
unto thee a promise that this right shall continue in thee, and in
thy seed after thee,; (that is to say, the literal seed or the seed of

- the body;) shall all the families of the earth be blessed, even with
the blessings of the gospel.” | :
~ [0] Truly this priesthood is without father or mother. The .
high priesthood of Aaron was. limitéd to this life; but he that
continueth -to hold the Melchisedek priesthood until death, ‘like
unto the Son of God, abideth a priest forever.” . Those that hold
it may confer it.on their seed without being divested of it them-
-selves in the world to come.
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[¢] Most assuredly as long as Adam lived and remained faith-
ful, the presidency of the high priesthood would belong to him,
and he would be authorized to ordain his seed after him to the
latezzit generation, and at his death the oldest would act in his
stead. ' ’

[d], This right belongs only to the seed of Abraham, or else
the promise which God made unto Abraham cannot be fulfilled.
If uny of the descendants of Shem can have this right, why did
God say unto Abraham, “I give unto thee a promise that this
right shall continue in thee, and in thy seed after thee, (that is to
say, the literal seed of the body.”) The patriarchal-blessing of
Noah upon Shem was fulfilled and is fulfilling more -emphatically.
in Abraham’s seed than in any other class,of Shem's posterity,
and as Moses said of the tribe of Joseph’s, ¢ his glory is like the
firstling of his bullock, and his horns are like the horns of uni-
corns : with them he shall push the people together to the ends
of the earth,” therefore the climax in the fulfilmens of the proph-
ecies of Noah and Abraham concerning their seed is in the glory,
and trinmphs of the lineal priesthood in the tribe of Joseph.

[¢] Moses was raised up when Israel had no leader, and there-
fore the priesthood must have been taken from them previously.
According to the Book of Jasher, Jethro, the father-in-law. of
Moses, had daughters but no sons, and as he had received the
priesthood in lineal Succession from his fathers, and as Moses
became worthy to hold this priesthood, it was conferred upon him..

[/] See Herald, No. 1, page 15, 16. o f

[g] Although it is here intimated that another would be ap--
pointéd in Joseph’s stead, yet there is no intimation or prophecy.
cither in this, or any other revelation, that any man . would be
appointed in his stead who is not of his seed. If sueh.a revelation
could be found, we would like to know how it.could be made to
harmonize with the nomerous revelations concerning lineal priest-
hood, *“lawful heirs according to the flesh,” “literal seed,” ¢'seed
of the body,” “rightful heir,” * right belonging to the fathers,”
“right of the first born,” ¢ birthright,” &e. If all the revela-
tions, in which one or more of these phrases are used, can be ig-
nored, we might expect to find such a revelation. '

[7] Tt is true that we read about “the sons ofr Moses according
to the holy priesthood,” in B. of C., Sec. 4, p. 2., and in p. 6.,
¢ whoso is faithful unto the obtaining of these two priesthoods of
which I have spoken, and the magnifying their calling, are
sanctified by ‘the Spirit unto the renewing of. their bodies ; they:
become the sons of Moses and Aaron.” Because the literal séed
or seed of the body, or lawful heirs according to the flesh, is net
what is here spoken of, shall we conclude that when these ideas
are positively expressed, that they mean somethipg else? This,
mode of interpretation belomgs to the sectarians. Why should
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Latter Day Saints defile themselves with the beggarly elements of
the world? There are “sons of Moses according to the holy
priesthood,” and there are “lawful heirs according to the flesh,”
The “gons of Moses” are spoken of on the same principle that
Paul speaks of his sons, Timothy and Titus, and on the same
principle that saints are brethren and sisters.

[] Joseph, as a son of Moses, according to the holy priesthood,
and as a son of Joseph, the son "of Jacob, accmdmw to the flesh,
did not, fail. He performed all the work which the revelations
foretold that he would perform in his mortal state, and in his
death this prophecy of his ancestor Joseph, the son of Jacob, was.
fulfilled. © He obtained a promise of the Lord, that out of the
fruit of his loins, the Liord Grod would raise up a nohteous branch
unto the house of Israel; not the Messiah, but a branch which
was to be broken off, nevertheless to be remembered in the coven-
ants of the Lord, that the Messiah should be made manifest unto
them in the latter days, in the spirit of power, unto the bringing
them out of darkness unto hvht, yea, out of hidden dalkness
and out of captivity unto freedom.”—Book of Mormen, 66 p.

s ] @ P e

PrcuNiARY A vor THE HERALD is respectfully solicited from
all who take an interest in the cause which it advocates. Subseri-.
bers who have not yet paid us, we hope will do so at their earliest
convenience, and those who have received the Herald are invited
to subscribe for it and remit the amount for the same. Those who
feel interested in the salvation of relations and friends have an
opportunity to manifest it by subscribing, and having it sent to
them, as it is our intention to devote a portion of our pages to the
enhghtenment of thoge who have never obeyed the gospel, that the
proclamation of the gospel may go forth, where the hvmg preach-
ers can not, under existing circumstances. Those saints who are
able to aid this work should remember that we do notask you, nei-
ther will we permit you, to build us up with your gold and silver,
but we entreat you to remember Zion in her captlvmy We
entreat you to aid us in our effort to reclaim Zion’s sons and
daughters from the errors of their ways, that we may show God’s
people their transgressions and the house of Jacob their sins, that
you and we may perform our duty, and be faithful stewards in
the kingdom of Grod.

Tar ProerEss oF THE WORK in which we are engaged is. the
principal topic of all the letters which we have been receiving
from the Klders whoare engaged in the ministry. Elder W. W,
Blair has been very successful at Amboy, Lee Co.,and in De Kalb
Co., I1l. Elders Kdmund C. Briggs, Council Bluﬁ's Towa; Zenos
H. Gurle), Blanchardville, Wls 5 James Blakeslec and T.. C.
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Delmon, Galien, Mich.; €. G. Lanphier, Batavia, 1L, present
very encouraging accounts of the progress of the work, and the
enjoyments of the gifts among the saints. A want of space pre-
vents us from extending our remarks on this subject. !

Tae ANNUAL CONFERENCE of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints will be held at Amboy, Lee Co., Ill, to

continue four days, commencing April 6th, 1860, ~

“Tuk IsrAELITE INDEED” is published monthly in New
York city, by Jews who believe that Jesus is the Messiah. Tt
advocates many of our doctrinés. "There are many Jews of the
same faith, o

et @) P e

THE OPPRESSION-OF THE APOSTATE LEADERS.

The Lord will enter into judgment with the aficients of his
people, and the princes thereof: for ye have eaten up the vineyard;
the spoil of the ‘poor is in your houses. What mean ye that ye
beat my . people to pieces, and grind the faces of the.poor? saith
the Lord God of hosts, Isa. 3 ¢. 14.15 v. In relation to the doc-
trine which is here recorded, it matters not whether the prophet is
describing the oppression of the leaders of God's people in
ancient times, or in the last days. If the Lord would enter into
“judgment” with the ancients of his people and the princes
“thereof’’ in ancient days, he will do the same with those who have
oppressed his people in the last days. To many itis not necessary
to show them that they have been grievously oppressed by their
leaders; they know 'it by dear bought experience, having been
robbed of their earthly treasures by their leaders, and suffered un-
utterable sorrows.. But these latter day leaders are undoubtedly
the men that are here spoken of, for the foregoing chapter is con-
nected with this chapter by the conjunction for. In the precéd-
ing chapter the work of the last days is described, and is continued
in this chapter. The oppression spoken of is therefore in the-last
days. It is also evident, that it is in the last day, for the next
chapter commences by saying, “and in that day seven women
shall take hold of one’man, saying, we will eat our own bread and
wear our own apparel ; only let us be called by thy name, to take
away our reproach,” . - :

This prophecy has been literally fulfilled by these ungodly men,
who have oppressed God’s people. They boast ot the fact that
they bave fulfilled this prophecy, but fulfilled it to their shame
and condemnation, and as: they have fulfilled this prophecy, so
they have been guilty of grinding the faces of the poor. In Isa.
56 c¢. the Prophet is deseribing the final gathering of Lsrael, and he
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connects tlmt subjeet, with the oppression of his watchmen; and
« ghepherds.” He says “the Lord God which gathereth the out-
casts of Israel saith, ‘yet will I gather others to him, besides
those that are gathelod unto him. All ye beasts of the field,
come to devour; yea, all ye beasts in the forest. His watchmen
are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb ‘dogs; they can-
not bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. Yea, they .
are greedy dogs which ean never have enough, and they are shep-
herds that cannot understand ; they all look to their own way,
every onc for his gain, from hls quarter,”’” Isa. 56 c. 8-11v.

So great would be the oppression-of the watchmen and shepherds.
of Iqxael that the T.ord would eall upon the beasts of the field, and
in the forest to devour. If the grinding oppression of the Salt
Lake leaders and of J. J. Strang, and all the other impostors who
have presumed to lead the SBaints astray, are not foretold in this
prophecy, how does it happen that their tyrrany is so correctly de-
scribed? Do they not acknowledge themselves that this is the time
that Tsrael will be gathm ed, and that they are watchmen and shep-
herds of Isracl? Itis very 'evident that as the watchmen or shep-
herds of Israel have become “‘greedy dogs which can never have
enough,’’—that cannot understand, and as they look to their own
way every-one for his gain, it is time that all who can emancipate
themselves from bondwe should do so.

There are many in the Salt Land who are anxiously waiting for
an oppor mmty to return to a land where they can be free. Itis
our duty, O ye Saints, to beseech the Lord to deliver them from this

_eruel bondage, of both spirit- and body. . We can assure them

whom these words may reach, that the new organization of the+
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints is entirely opposed to

men who- hold the Preisthood, building themselves up, instead of
the Kingdom of God. Hzekiel when he prophesied of the time

when Isracl shall be gathered, gives us the word of the Lord con-
cerning opplession, in these words: “my princes shall no more op-
press my people.”” Ezek. 45 ¢. 8 v. and in the next verse the Lord
saysy¢let it suffice. you, O princes of Israel: remove violence and
spoil, and execute judgment and justice, take away your exactions
from my people, saith the Lord Grod.” These are some of the ho-
ly doctrines by which the Church is now governed and by which
we have resolved that we will be governed henceforth. We have
resolved that dronesand oppressors shall have no place amongst us.
We expeet the greatest of all to be servants- of all, to m1n1ste1~
unto us‘in qpmtual things, like the ancient apostles.

Thése oppressions have turned thousands away from the true
foundation on which these leaders stood before they departed from
the faith; whereas their apostacy fulfilled many propheeies of the
ancient pxophets concerning them,-and pxoved the truth of the
doctrine from which they have ‘1p0stat1/ed
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[PPor the Hcmid.] » » :
HISTORY_ OF THE NEW ORGANIZATION OF THE
' -CHURCH. .

BY ZENOS H. GURLEY.

Continued.”

The Church here having pubhcly renounced . Strang and ac-
knowledged’ the ¢ Lineal 1whts of ‘the Seed of Joseph thourrht
best, as several of our brethlen were living at Beloit and in its vi-
cinity, to appoint a conference at that place. Accordingly, the
first Conference held by us was at the Newark Branch, on the 12th.
‘and 13th of June A.D.1852. T was appointed by the Chuxch here,
a’' Delegate to that Conference. Just before leaving thig place, I
called on a Brother whose whole household had embraced the Gos-
pel, and ‘who was mighty ‘in faith before God. A circumstance
oceurred that I will now relate, to show the faith was then.among
us. The weather iad turned extlemely cold, and all realized that
the crops, especmlly the corn, must 1nev1tablv be destroyed, unless
divine aid interposed; then"me when we gathered around the fam-
ily altar for evening prayer, all unitedly asked God to protect the
crops, and ere we closed we felt assured that our prayers were heard,
and the next day proved that indeed they were not only heard but
answered; for though the weeds alongside were frozen stiff, yet the
Crops were p1eserved This was the degree of faith that God was
pleased to give this Church at its commencement. The next day
I'proceeded on to the Newark Branch. Conference was organizéd
on ‘the 12th of June, agreeable to previous appointment, choomlg

Jason W. Briggs, to p1e51de A good share of the first day was oc-
cupied in discussing the subject of the Priesthood,  A’series of
resolutions; those that are found in the beginning of our.first
Pamphlet, entitled A word of consolation to the scattered Saints,”
were then and there adopted. There was a very good attendarice
from different parts of northern Tllinois and southern Wisconsin.
Conference adjourned to meet at the Yellow btone branch Wis,,
the sixth ‘of the next October following.

From the close of thig Conference, “until the next, in October,
rothing' occurred unusual to Saints. They almost 1mauab1y en-
joyed the gifts and blessings of the Gospel, and were bound to-
gether in the bonds of love and peace.  During the summer, sev-
eral were added to the Church, ~On the sixth of October, Confer-
. ence met pursuant to adjournment, and was organized by choosmo

Jason W. Briggs, to preside, and Samuel Blair as Cleik.

On the third day, the following resolution with the annexed

amendment, was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Conference, the one
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holding the highest prlesthood in the Church of God is to
plemde and represent the rightful heir to the plemden(,y of the
high priesthood :

AMENDMENT, Resolved, That the highest authority among the
priesthood represents the legitimate: authouty in a presiding ca-
pacity. The copy of the pamphlet entitled “A Word of Consola-
tion to the Scattered Saints,” was then read, and on motion, the
Conference ordered 2000 copies of the same to be. printed. On
motion, Conference adJourned to meet April 6th, 1853.

The,Resolutwn, with its amendment, may be considered. by
some, as of little consequence. Yet by careful examination, it
will be seen that be who represents the * rightful heir, does so in
a_presiding capacity, and not as “Seer, Revelator Translator and
Prophet.”  ‘While the resolution and amendment were being pre-
pared by the Council, and before the Conference knew anything
concernifg the mattel the Spirit said that the resolution which
the Council were then preparing, should remain a Law until the
PrOphet came.

 As it now had become a law to the Chureh, that the one holding
the hlghest priesthood should represent the’ #Jegal heir” in a
presiding capacity, it became necessary that we should know who
among us held the highest priesthood.

Thls was a; difficult task. Some had been ordained Apostles.
and some seventies under Wm. Smith. Some had been ordained
by Strang’ and other pretenders. One of the brethren presented
himself before the Council as an Apostle, havmg been ordained

to that Office under Wm. Smith. The question arose at once, is
that ordination legal. It was discussed. atlength, and. until all
 became satisfied that their own wisdom was not very valuable, and
concluded to dismiss the subject, hoping that by the next Confer-
ence, they would be better prepared to decide the matter.

The reader will recollect that the. Conference had ordered 2, 000
copies of our pamphlet to be published. While making the
arrangements for publication, several among us became satisfied
that our views on Polygamy had not been set forth as clearly as
they ought to have been. We thought as we had come¢ together
for prayer meeting, we would bring the matter before the Church,
and ask the Lord for instruction, knowing that the voice of the
Spirit is the voice of Gtod, and that whatsoever the Spirit testifies
to any mdnudua] is the law of God to him,

[To'be Continued. ]
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" with our design, and while singing the openmg hymp, the Hely‘
¢

" on earth, Thive been a member of the Church some twentythree-

THE TRUE
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HIQTORY OF THE NEW OR(}ANIZATIO’\T OF PHE
CHURCH. '

BY ZENOS H. GURLEY,

- N C’onimued ’

Aocoxdmgly the subject was presented as follows :
1st. Is Polygamy of God ? 0
2nd, Is 2ny addltlon necessary to the Pamphlet bef’om its pu

cation?
Before opening the meeting, we made the Church acquainted

Spizit. was sensﬁ)ly folt.  Several. sung in tongues;.a
engaged in prayer, the veil was at least partly rent, an
. Testation of the Spirit was such, as was seldom witnessed by mor

" yearg; and in the course of my ministry, have witnesged the mani- -
festation. of the Spirit in many of the branches, but never had
- witnessed swhat I did that evening. God was truly with us, and’

v many felt to say with the Poet, “Anoelg now are hovering oe’r

“them. ) not 1 judge not

: 11 Wzil seek to estab

ug' | This was on the eve of the 9th of' Jannary 1853; ever mem-
omble with the Saints of God. About half an hour afterwards

 we received thmuo'h the Spirit the fellowing as newrly asWe. coul&

0y s an abom1mt10n in the sight of‘ the Lord G{)d it
hor it. T abhor it, as also the doctrines of the
‘the-men_or set of men who practice it. I judge
hose who practice it. Their works shall
Be ye strong; ye shall contend
ed into it honestly for the dev-
th to deseive.
doms, to guit thelr own
od. T have given my
wis given in the Book -

| J
gudge %hem at:
.against this doctrin

‘They seek to buil
pleasures, but I cow:
- law: T shrink not froni my wor

7 : ; :
‘ ‘yof Doetrme and Covenants, but they have disregarded my law:
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and trampled upon it, and counted it a light thing, and obeyed it
not, but my word is the same yesterday as to-day, and forever,
As you have desired to know of me coneerning the Pamphlet, i§
is written in part but not in plainness. It requires three more
pages to be written, for it shall go forth in great plainness, com-
batting this doctrine, and all who receive it not, it shall judge at
the last day. Let this be the voice of the Lord in the Pamphlet
for it shall go forth in great plainness, and many will obey if and
tarn unto me saith the Lord” This acecounts for the three
last pages in our first Pamphlet, and we most earnestly commend
that article to the careful reading of all that have ever known the
Latter day work, and pray God ouf heavenly Father in the name
of Jesus Christ his Son, to break every band that binds thiem, that
they~ may be enabled to turn to the law from which they have
strayed. Shortly after this communieation was given, it was inti-
wmated by the Spirit that we must organize. This was strange
" teaching to me. I replied itis impossible for us to organize farth-
er than we have. I knew that we could not create a Preisthood.
I conversed with several of the brethren on the subject and
wve set it down as a mistake, It was now March. Our April Con-
ference wag near at hand and we were unable to decide on the
validity of the ordinations of our brethren, who were present ab
the fall Conference, and as we all felt satisfied with the answer to
wour inquiry concerning Polygamy, we thought the most proper
-gourse for ug was to make this also a subject of prayer. Accord-
‘ingly we presented a question something like this: “were those
-ordained” Apostles by Wm Smith, recognized by God?

The manifestation of the Spirit was fully equal to any on
Former oceasions, and perhaps it is well to say that this was the
first time that the Angels of God were seen present in our mect-

- ings. L did not see them, but before they were seen the Spirit
declared through me that they were near and immediately after
-several were transfixed as it were, by the power of God as were
many in the days of King Benjamin. \ :

Some little time elapsed, nearly an hour I judge before we re-
«celved an answer to our inghiry, We were then told that those
‘ordinations -were nob acceptable,—were not of God, and near the
close of the communication we were told expressly to organize
-ourselyes, “for ere long saith the Lord T will require the Prophet -
at your hand,” Such was the manifestation of the power of God,
that not a doubt was left ‘on our minds concerning the source
from which the commandment came. We all knew it was from
‘God, but how to organize was the question. We knew we could
not create priesthood, we had two high preisis, and one Seignior -
President of the Seventiés, but how could these men organize the
Chuvch? It was impossible, utlerly impossible. We counselled
upon it and concluded that possibly under the present circumstan-
-ges it might be right for high-priests to ordain high-preists and for
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the Begnior President of Seventies to ordain Seventies, but when

_done what would it accomplish?—nothing—just notbing. We
_were in-trouble—deep tronble——to refuse to organize was discbe-
dience—to go forward in the attempt was darkuess. There was
but one alternative, and that was to seek wisdom from above.

.. We sought, and in answer were told toappoint a day and come

* together fasting and praying, and the Lord would show us how

to organize. = We therefore appointed the day, dismissed the

meeting and went home rejoicing. o ’

_ Immediately after our meeting we discovered that the ©“ Prince
of darkness 7’ was fully bent on preventing us from recieving the
_communication. We came together on the day appointed, and
found that some had not fasted as commanded, and as several

" were present who did not belong to the Church it was thought
est to emit our prayer meeting till evening, and spend the day in
_preaching. Before evening the way was made clear, and at night
all came together in good faitk, rejoicing that we had the opportu-
‘pity of seeking for the information we needed, vizz How to organ-
ize the Charch. ' C
. 'We then presented the following gueéstion: .

- 1st.  Will the Lord please to tell us how tfo organize, that

‘what we do may be acceptable unto him, and whe among ns will
 he acknowledge as the vepresentative of the “legal heir” to

. . the Presidency of the Church? o Tl

" There wag not so much of the manifestation of the Spirit at

“thig time as upon former occasions, nevertheless a good feeling
and influsnce prevailed. ' , ‘

- After the meeting had continued about one hour, 'a man be-
longing to the Brighamites, about half-drunk, came in, and took
a geat among us. Shortly after this a Brother came o me and
asked if T had received any answer 0 our question. I gaid “No.”
He said “Lhave.” At my request he sat down and wroteit. It

 read as follows: = . o o

. ‘Verily thus saith the Lord, as I said unto my servant Moses,

- “Bee thou do all things according to the pattern, so I say unto

- _you. . Bohold the pattern is before you. Itis my will that you

“respect authority in my Church, therefore let the greatest among
_you preside at your Conference. Let three men be appointed by
th nference to elect seven men from among you, who shall
. compose the majority of the Twelve, for it is my will that that a

‘quorum should not be filled wup at present. Let the President of
the Conference, assisted by ten others, ordain them. The senior
_ of them shall stand as the “‘representative.” Let them select twelve
men from among you and ordain them to compose my high coun-
¢l Behold ye understand the order 'of the Bishoprick, the Sev-
-enties, the Elders, the Priests, Teachers and Deacons. =
Therefore orgonize according to the pattern, behold I will be
you unté the end, even go, amen,
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We did not think it advisable to bring this communication be-
fore the Church at that time, to get the testimony of the Spirit’
concerning it, for, as T have sald one was with us. of the Salt
Lake Order. So we concluded to wait until the Saints were
alone. This was on the 20tk of March, 1853, I took this reso-
lution, folded it up, and put it in my pocket resolving that we.
wourd have the testimony of the Spirit through the entire Church,
before I would receive it, and I furthermore resolved that if the
Revelation was ever brought to the knowledge of the Church, it
should be done by the power of God and not of man,

The 6th of April finally came, and nearly all the Church came
together. On the 5th, as we had been commanded to organize,
we thought it advisable to seek for instructions. We acoordmgly
called a prayer meeting, and as we did not get the desired instrue-
tion, we continued it on the sixth. We were then told to organ-
ize by what was written. We supposed this referred to the books, |
of course. Our next step was to organize the Conference. This
was now a difficult matter. - As I have said it had become a law
to us that the one holding the highest priesthood should preside.
There were present two high priests, and one senior President of
the seventies. The questlon now arose, whose priesthood is the -
highest? The subject was discussed at length, and what was
strange to us all a good deal of ill-feeling was manifest.

I bave often thought of it. Tt seemed as though each one
thought that the salvation ofthe Church depended on the decis-

- ion being made according to their respective views, so we argued

—s0 we debated, till the close of the second day, when we began
to think the work was lost, and would to God that all Latter-day
Ssints could kuow the situation of the Church. a this time— our
feelings—our deep distress—our great anxiety. I considered all
was lost—lost—1lost. We could not organize. Oh, the bitterness
of that moment! We could not see “ Eye to Eye.” God had
commanded us to dowhat we absolutely could notdo. Mo my
mind, and to the mind of others, our effort was a failure. Kiad
reader when your eye falls upon these lines, know that at that’
 time the one who is-now penning this, asked God to remove him
from the earth., Men who hitherto had been wnited—had ‘seen
“Eye to Eye '~had labored togetlisr ‘as one man for the cause
of truth, were now opposed to each other, and after a discussion
Vof two days learned to their mortification and sorrow,  that they,
to all hmman appearances, were forever separate. The Spirit the
night before had told a feW in a prayer meeting that to-morrow
they shall see eye to eye.” But the day closed, “and we were far-
ther apart than on the former evening. Our attempts were a
failure. I repeat. Oh, the bitterness of that moment, never,
never can I forget it. A.Rhough since that time, darkness, like
Egyptian night, has at times seemed to shut outall light and ex-
clude all hope. Yet the recollection ot that event has enabled
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me to rest satisfied that He who delivered us then still holds the
reins in his own hands, and will bring his work to a glorious con-
‘summation, in his own way and in his own time. The Confel:ence
adjourned for prayer meeting in the evening. We accordingly
came together at early candle-light, and commenced the meeting
as is usual on such occasions. For a short time it seemed as
though the « Prince of darkness”” triumphed. ~After a little, one
of the Brethren arose and rebuked the Devil.  Shortly after some
-gprang. to their feet sayiug, *“Angels, Angels, Brethren, are near
us;” and in a momentour darkness was turned into light. The
transition was instantaneous. The glory of God, such as I never
witnessed before, was manifest. The Spirit seemed to rest upon
.all in the house. Three were in vision, the Spirit testifying
“through others at the same time, that the Recording Angel was
present. And as we afterwards learned, two of thethree who
were in vision saw the Roll, while the third saw the Angel and
the Roll. ,

" Just before this manifestation the Brother through whom the
revelation had come on the 20th of March, directing us how to
orginize, arose to his feet and said, “ Brethren, some kind of a
Spirit tells me that 1 ‘have the commandment written that we
need.” He then said, “I will read it, and T wish “the Church
- to pray that we may know whether it is from God or not.” He
then took out and read the revelation that was given us on the
20th of March, remarking that he was not positive that the “Se-
‘nior” should preside. It was then submitted to the Church. I
_was not aware until then that any one but myself had this rev-
‘elation: o ‘ ~

" In reply to the enquiry as to whether the revelation was of God
. :the Spirit through a number answered that it was. We were then
" ‘told that the Lord had withheld his Spirit from his Elders to
.ghow them that they had not sufficient wisdom in and of them-
sélves to organize. He said, “ IfI had shown yon at first, all
‘would apostatize, ag it is many of you will apostatize, but some
- will-remain, and they shall be a means in my hands of bringing
" back others, - ‘ L
7 We were then commanded to organize according to the revela-
tion: given the 20th of March, with the assurance that the Lord
would be with us to the end, The congregation that evening
was:large. - The school-house was filled literally full of Saints,
‘and'L believe that every one was satisfied that that revelation
“was from God, and that the Angel that keeps the record of the
"Lord's work in every dispensation was in our midst. :
~The next morning the Conference met and proceeded to organ-
ize as instructed. ) ~ '
“Jason W. Briggs was chosen to preside.

-+ On motion Ethan Griffith, Wm. Cline and Cyrus Newkirk
‘were appointed a committee to select seven men to be ordained
:-into the quorum of Apostles. On motion Bro. Samuel Blair was
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sustained in the office of general Church Recorder. On motion
Jason W. Briggs was chosen Church Historian, The committee -
of three to select seven to be ordained Apostles chose the follow--
ing named persons, viz: Zenos H. Gurley, Henry H. Dean, Jason -
W, Briggs, Daniel B. Razy, John Cunningham, George Wlute?
Reuben Newkirk, who were aceordingly ordained. ]

On motion a stake of Zion was established in the town of Ar-

gyle, Lafayette Co., Wisconsin.

On motion Wm. Cline was chosen and ordained Presxdent of the -
stake. On motion Bros. Cyrus Newkirk and Isaac Butterfield
were chosen and ordained his Counsellors.

On motion the following persons were ordained into the quo-
rum of the Seventies, viz: David Newkirk, Wm. Cline, Jun., Wn,
Newkirk, Ira Gmh"ord Greorge Godfrey, Win. Smith, Win, Harts-
horn, W, White, Ben‘] R. Tatem, Ethan Griffith, Samuel ‘Blair,
(}eorfre Ww. Harlow Horace W. Ov1tt Hdwin Wlidermuth Major
Godfrey, Wi Gnﬁith John Butterfield and W, Harlow.

Conference adjourned to meebat Zarahemla, Wzseonsm, on the
Bth of October, 1855.

The next evening, after the close of this (énference, we had a
joyful time. The Lord told us the acts of this Conference were e
corded in heaven, and fo the seven Apostles hesaid: )

“Tgive unlo you the care of my flock on earth, take the over .
sight of them, as you shall give an account unto-me in the day of
3udgment 7 Y will here add a word for the benefit of others.
When the commandment o organize first came we thought it im-
possible for us to obey, not having authority to ordain ‘Apost]es,
ete; but we learned what every Latter-day Saint must learn, that
a command from Crod is authority to do all that he reqmres, be
it more or less. Thispart of the history will be accompanied
with some instruction to the Church from Bro. Newkirk and my-
self in relation to our present duties in preparmg the way for the
coming of the Prophet. , ,

R P .
g L4 L

[For the Herald.]
DUTIES OF THE SAINTS.

. Bro. Souexn:—As some of the brethren are a;&xious, to know
what is to. be done to prepare the way for the coming of the
prophet, we have thought that we would answer this inguiry in
the Herald, that all mmht be instructed and prepared to act-un-
&erstandmgly As it was stated in our history some years since,
we were commanded to organize, ‘* for ere long, saith the Lord, I
will require the prophet at your hands,” and as we ave satisfied
from the manifestations of the Spirit to us, that this requisition
will soon be made, we would say that the preparationis necessary
for that event is leply todo what we were commanded some years
ago, viz: to organize. By reference to our history you w111 see
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that the saints commeneced the organization of the Church as they
 were eommanded, but for various reasons, they have not been
able to complete it, henee it is our duty at our next Conference,
“fish to eut off all dead branches, as we have been commanded, and
then examine closely the character, faith and standing of those
belonging to the quorum of the twelve, and if there are any
vacancies, let the Conference appoint three men to choose others
in their place, and when their election is sanctioned by the Con-
forence, place at their head the oldest man among them, who will
then be the Representative of the legal heir in a presiding eapaeci-
ty according to the word of the Lord unto us, then let them
proceed to organize the high council and lesser quorims according
to the pattern. We are aware that our scattered condition g
somewhat against us, nevertheless let the different branches send
some of their best men to the Conference, with the names of all
their official members, who can all be placed .in . their respeetive
quorums, ready for action when called out by the word of the
- Lord. ~In this way, the Church can be organized to come togeth;
er when the Prophet shall take his place among us.  We are well
‘aware that within a few years, there has been a great deal of
puffing’ and blowing about. priesthood. Many honest souls,
through fear. of disobedience, have been led into darkmess, and
~ thereby brought on themselves greater evils than they sought to
‘avoid.  To remove-all doubts on this subject, we inquire how ean
we know that we have authority from God, and that what we do in-
the nawe of the Lord Jesus, is acceptable unto him?
" This inquiry is answered in the revelation to Enoch. The
" Lord said to him, *when you do what I command you, then I am
bound, (mark) otherwise ye bave no promise.” The teachings of
Jesus -to his apostles were gimilar to this, as Matthew has it
(28 c. 20 v,) Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 1
have commanded you, and lo, I am with you,” as much as to say,
obherwise 1 am notf with you. The retaining of their authority
depended upon their teaching just what Jesus had commanded
© them, otherwise they acted upon their own responsibility, Here
-then 'is the séeret of power in the priesthood. It issimply in
-~—dbing- just what Gtod commanded, Then he is “bound,” other-
* wige priesthood is a nullity. No matter what office in the priest-
hood men have been ordained to, if they turn aside, and neglect
“t0 work according to the commandments of the Lord, they and
their acts are as sounding brass and tinkling cymbals. Heed
them: net. . In the day of the Lord Jesus, they will be as the
chaff of the summer threshing fleor. We would say. then to all
the saints of this dispensation, as you sought and obtained from-
-God an evidence that Joseph was a prophet of God, so do in rela-
tion to this work. Then and not unfil then, can you act in faith
_and- help us to advance the work, The Savior has said that
#those who take the Holy Spirit for their guide” are the * wise
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virgins.” They, and they only have “oil in their lamps.” They
are the “pure in heart,” who “shall see God.” They are they
who have a celestial spirit. “They are they who have kepta
celegtial law, therefore they shall come forth in the first resurrec-
tion, and reign with Christ on the earth.”

We cannot elose without ealling your attention to B. of Cov.,
- See. 7, par. 3, where the Lord says, (speaking to the Church,)
“ except ye are samctified by the low that ye huve received, ye
cannot receive a celestial glory.” Bretbren, is this true? Isit
. true that the law given as far back as February, 1831, will enable
us to obtain a celestial glory? If so, what about the law that
Brigham got in 1844, claiming o be the celestial law, contradict-
ing this in every point? ~Which is right? All those who enjoy
the Holy Spirit know which is right, and thank God for it. The
Lord does not say that a law should be given so many years after-
wards, that should enable them to obtain celestial glory, but they
had already received it. They had it then, and with the former,
we ave satisfied. Let us obey it to the letter, and eternal life is
ours, for the Lord has said, that those who are * not sanctified”
by this law, which the Church had received as far back as Feb,,
1831, ¥ cannot receive a celestial glory.,” This iz our faith, and
we say to all, let no man deceive you or divert you from it.

For the encouragement of the brethren, we will say that the
great work of reformation is going on. "We have just heard from
the churches at Sandwich, Batavia, Maringo and Boone. Nearly
all are enjoying the gifts and blessings in a remarkable manner,
It has pleased God to revive his work again in this place. Last
evening we had one of our old-fashioned prayer meetings. The
gifts were abundantly manifest, and the assurance given that all
the promised blessings shall come in the ewn due time of the
Liord. «

Affectionately yours,
Zenos H. Guriey,
Rrvren NEWKIRK.}
Zarahemla, Wis., Dec. 5th, 1859,

D B N

o [For the Herald.] ‘ !
 THE GREAT WORK OF THE CONFERENCE.

Bro. SurEN-—Since ounr last communieation we have been
commanded to write again, again, and again wpon the necessity
of our immediate chedience to the commandment given us nearly
seven years siuce, to organize, that the way may be prepared for
the coming forth of the legitimate heir to the Presidency. of the
Melchisedek priesthood, and cause the same to be published and
forwarded to all whe are with us in the faith——calling upon -
them in'the name of the Lord Jesus to give heed to and obey the
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, ¢ame, Brethren, by reference to the Book of Cov., Bec. 101,
¢ you will gee that as far back as the year 1834, the calamity that
%zs since come upon -the _Chm‘ch was pla:inly foreseen, and _the
means By and throngh which our redemption and the redemption
of our brethren should cowe is here plainly spoken and had
we understood what was written, none of us need to have been in
‘darkness in relation to thi's all—impokrtan_t matter, for the Lord
said, ¢ After much tribulatior and the tribulation of your breth-
ren cometh your redemption and the redemption of - your breth-
ven.” Hesaid, “1 will raise up unte my people a wmian, who
ghall lead them like as Moses led the children of Israel.”  You
ate aware that at the time this revelation was given Bro. Joseph
‘was raised up and was the Lord’s mouthpiece to the Church, as
Moses was in his day to the Church inthe wilderness. See B. of
~ Qov.,Sec. 3, par. 42. Hence if the Lg}rd; did not design to take
- Joseph from the Church, that they might go into darkness—that
" they might learn obedience by the things that they should suffer,
. whydid he tcll us so many years since that‘ this event should
- hia,pperi, and show us the means throngh which our deliverance
and the deliverance of our brethren will come. The Lord fore-
~gaw iball, and has virtually told usof it, and we knew it not - until
‘if-pleased him to open our understanding, that we with you
‘might go forward and prepare the way for that deliverance that
‘was promiseéd us 0 many years ago.  Our duty at the next Con-
ference is to organize and set in order all the quorunms in the
_ Church under the first Presidency. With that quornm we have
nothing to do. God will, in his own time, raise up the man, like
unto Moses. The Church can easily give him his counsellors,
+and then the organization will be completed. To organize accep-
fubly-it- will requireall the faith, talent and experience amongstus,
‘We 'want twelve ofthe best men, (men of sound minds that will not
_-turn either to the right or lefs, but will in the fear of God  dis-
charge their duty,) to £1l the High Council. In a word, we want
itherbest men among us to fll important offices in the priesthood,
‘that from henceforth this work may be underthe guidance of men
“of -experience, who fear God and will work righteousness. This
~ ‘can be done as we have proposed in a former letter, vizz By each
Chureh or branch sending up delegates. It will require the
presence ab Conference of asmany of the Elders of the Church
.- a8 can.possibly get there, hence thus hath the Lord God of Israel
-said to us by the voice of his 8pirit, “I command ye to call upon
all the Blders of my Chureh to assemble themselves together at.
‘the next April Conference, to be held at Amboy, commencing on
«bhe-Bth of April; 1860, that you may organize yourselves even as
Ehave told you inr a former commandment, and inasmuch as eir-
enmstances prevent, send up your names and places of abode.
lay not the work, for my people are crying unto me day and

ht for deliverance, therefore organize yourselves that deliver- =
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ance may come. Brethren, will you obey the eall? If you say
yes, then put yourselves in readiness, and if you have to preach
your way upto the Conferenee, then start in time. You know
how to travel without purse or serip. You have often done it.
You can do it again. Are we the blood of Ephraim ? If we are
let us show our blood by our works. Ts there any sacrifice too
great for us to make for this work? ¢“F¥rom Ephraim was my
fruit found, " saith the Lord by the Prophet. Come on, breth-
ren, and you shall realize far more than you anticipate. Our
time to do this work is limited. We knew it not, until recently.
If we fail through negleet “ seven men must perish” saith the
Lord our God. We are aware that our position and declarations
tothe Church has caused many of the wise ones of the Chureh to
smile at our (supposed) folly, brethren, heed them not. “We -
know that we know, for the spirit of Christ tells his servants that
they cannot be wrong.” Their laughter will soon be turned o -
mourning. While they mourn you will rejoice, not in their ca-
lamity, but in the fulfillmént of all the promises of God to us.
You are aware, brethren, that the rejection of the Church pro-
duced an effect on the dead as well as the living; so will its reor-
ganization. Inthe B. of €., See. 18, you will read about a feast
provided for all uations, The first invitation was to the learned
and noble, ete. That has already been. Now comes the day of
the Lord’s power. This is the work that now lies before you.
Shall we not go forward? As Bro. Joseph said, “on, om, fo
vietory. ” If the Elders, as a body, will give heed to the com-
mandment to assemble, and by their faith, wisdom and patience
help to accomplish the organization as commanded, they shall
krow ere long why the figures 1860 were seen inscribed upon
the heavens, several years ago, as testified to by many creditable-
witnesses living in Washington Co., Indiana. - This work, breth-
ren, is of vast importance. ~ Buffer us to exhort you to seek the:
Tord by fasting and prayer, Rest not until you receive the Holy.
Spirit which leadeth into all truth, and from this time forward
until you reach the Conference, make it a special subject of
prayer, that you may know the mind and will of God concerning
this matter, that you may act in faith, nothing doubting, and
- ere we close we say again to all the Elders of the Church, come,
come, meet us at Conference, that you may take your places in
your respective quorums, ~ Farewell. Z. H. GurLEy,
Zarahemla, Feb. 8, 1860. Rruseny NEWKIK,

el € P

Tue DIVERSIFIED OPPOSITION have supplied us with a gener-
al assortment of conflicting and contradictery communications
which we have not room toinsert, or reply to inthis number. Ad-
ditional aid would enable us to extend our exposition of the folly
and falsity of the theories of our opponents. Let the Saints
remember this fact, and govern themselves accordingly.
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THE FARLY REVELATIONS.

Wy have received a letter from an esteemed brother which con-
tains the proceedings of a Conference * of members of the Chureh
of J. O. of T D. 8. held in Woodford Co., T1l, Dec. 22 to 25,
1859.  The brother does not claim that it was a Conference of the
Church, but merely * of members of the Chureh.” He does not
say how many attended, neither does he state whether any official
members attended, except one Elder, and one priest, whose names
are given. The proceedings were mostly opposed to the New
‘Orgz;nimtion. A Resolution, rejecting the Second Edition of the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, claiming a want of sufficient
proof in its Divine origin, was adopted. ) )

Now we propose to prove that all the revelations which Joseph
gave unto the Church, we are bound to * give heed unto.” 1f the
firet edition of that book iy divine, all the subsequent revelations
which are contained in the Book of Covenants, in the Book of
Abraham, &c., and which he gave unto the Church, are equally
divine. - The resolution adopted by these brethren is opposed to
the doctrine which is contained in #he flrst edition. ~That edition
endorsed and recommended ‘““all his words and commandments .
which. he shall give unto you.” We suppose that a revelation
“given April 6ih, 1830,” will be sufficiently early, and its validity
will not be disputed, but the fact is, that this is a revelation which
~ was given on the identical and memorable day, when the Church
was organized with six mewmbers, and in it the saints are com-
" manded to give heed unto all his subsequent revelations.

_.This - Revelation. in Sec. 46, p. 2, says, ¢ wherefore, meaning
the Church, thou shalt give heed unto all his words and com-
mandments, which he shall give unto you as he receiveth them,
walking in all holiness before me; for his word ye shall receive, as
if from ~mine own mouth in all patience and faith; for by doing
these things, the gates of hell shall not prevail against you; yea,
" and the Lord God will disperse the powers of darkness from before
“you,.and cause the heavens to shake for your good, and his name’s
_glory: - For thus saith the Lord God, him have I inspired to move
the cause of Zion in mighty power for good, and his diligence T
- know, and his prayers I have heard, yea, his weeping for Zion I

‘have seen, and I will cause that he shall mourn for her no longer,

-_for his days of rejoicing are come unto the remission of his sins,
and . the manifestations of my blessings upon his works.” To
these prethren who reject all the revelations of Joseph, which
were given. within thirteen years preceding his death, we will
propound a few guestions. Do you give heed unto all Joseph’s

““words and commandments,” whieh he gave unto you? Do you
obey this commandment of God whieh I have cited, viz., that

- “ his word ye shall receive as if from mine (God’s) own mouth?..

Do you believe that “by doing these things the gates of hell.
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shall not prevail against you?’ Do you believe that ¢ by doing
these things,” the “Lord God will disperse the powers of darkness
from hefore you, and cause the heavens to shake for your good
and his name’s glory?’ If you do not believe in these things,
you do not believe in this revelation, and if you had believed in,
this revelation, you would not have rejected the subsequent reve-
lations which were given through Joseph to the Church. This
revelation teaches us why it has come to pass that * the gates of
hell” have prevailed against the saints, and why * the powers of
darkuess” have not been dispersed, but have gathered thick
around them, during the time that “they were scattered because
there was no shepherd.” If you “are determined te advoeate and
practice old-fashioned Mormonism,” as you say you are, you will
have to give heed anto all Joseph’s words and commandments,
instead of rejecting oll, except those that are contained in -the
first edition of the Book of Covenanfs, and even some of them.
If Joseph’s work in receiving revelations and building wp the
Church in righteousness, was finished in 1832, how could the
promise of God unto him be fulfilled which is contained in this
revelation. “ Thus saith the Lord God, him have I inspired to
move the cause of Zion, in mighty power for good,” but how can
it be said that he moved the cause of Zion in mighty power during
that time. The Church made butlittle progress during that time,
compared with ifs subsequent progress. The plurality wife revela-
tion was never given unto the Church by Joseph, and when it wag
made publie, the first organization of the Church had ceazed.
The Church had-been rejected of God, and counterfeit Churches
under the direétion of greedy wolves had supplanted the true
Church., The Church was not commanded to give heed nnto rev-
elations which were not given unto them, but only those which
Joseph gave unto them, and as that revelation was withheld from
the Chureh, and was repudiated and denounced by him, and as it
was only intended for those, who, (according to the prdphecy of
Ezekiel,) had “ set up their idels in their hearts,” therefore the
Church was vot commanded to receive it. The Lord knowin
that Joseph would never give any revelation unto the Church that
was contrary to the mind and will, and holy law of God, therefore
he commanded the Church to “give heed unto all his words and
commandments,” otherwise he could not consistently with his love
for the saints haveé given them such a commandment, for their
future observance, to be a law unto them, from the commencement
of the organization of the Church. In September, 1830, a reve-
Iation was given, in which the Lord says, “I have given him the

" keys of the mysteries, and the revelations which are sealed, until

I shall appoint unto them another in his stead.”” Sec. 51, p. 2.
‘When the first edition of the Book of Covenants was published,
did the Lord “appoint unto them another in his stead?” If he
did, tell us who he is? What is his name? What has he been
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. doing in fulfilment of bis appointment during the twenty-seven
years that have passed away since that time? Has the Lord done
unto him, 2s he promised he would do unto Joseph? If Joseph
ceased to be a prophet of the Lord at that time, was his supplant-
er mspxred to move the canse of Zion in. mlghty power fox
gegd instead of Joseph? Has there been manifestations of
God’s blessings upon his works, as the Lord pmqued and fulfilled
concerning Joseph? If there was one appointed in his stead, he
has been an unprofitable servant, one that has buried his talent.
If there was no person appomted in his stead, then “the keys of
the mysteries, aud the revelations which are sealed,” remained
with Joseph, in fulfilment of the promise of God that they
should be given him until he should appoint another in his stead.
Tt is evident therefore that the subsequent revelations were as
valid as the first revelations. If anothier was appointed in Joseph,s
stead the appointment was made through him, for a revelation
given February, 1831, says, “none else shall be appointed unto
this gift except it be through him, for if it be taken from him, be
ghall not have power except to appomt another in his stead ; and
this shall be a law unto you, that ye receive not the teachm«s of
any that shall come before you as revelations or commandments
and this I give unto you that you may not be deceived that you
may know they are not of me.  For verily I say unto you, that he
that is ordained of me shall come i1 at the gate and be ordained
as T have told you before, to teach those revelations which you
have received, and shall receive through him whom I bave ap-
pointed.” Sec. 14, p. 2. Now if Joseph did appoint another in
his stead twenty-seven years ago, the appointment was then, and
has continued to be until this day, a profound secret, and it
might as well never have been made, for all the good or evﬂ that
it ever did: If he did appoint another in his stead at that time,
this revelzzhon has proved to be false, for if it was taken from him,
the appmntment of another in his stead was all the power that he
was to have. “If it be taken from him he shall not have power
exeept to appomt another in bis stead,” the revelation says, but
he had power to do many things. "He gathered a multitude
around him, canged a great ¢ity to be built, a large tract of coun-
try to be culmvated a lar ge Church to be built up. Whether true
or false, he contznued to bring forth many revelations, and he
lived about eleven years and a half after the time that it is pre-

tended that he ceased to be a trae prophet. °

‘Truly these revelations by which these brethren profess to be
governed, are decidedly in opposition to their theories. “The
right through the lineal priesthood to' the office of first presideney
ot the Church was denied” at this Oonferenec, {(the brother says,)
and yeb it is'a leading doctrine, both of the Book of Mormon and
ﬂ‘the first edition of the B. of Cov. The history of this order of
priesthood is. contmued from generation to generation for more
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than one thougand years in the former book, and the “right
belonging” thereunto, is frequently declared in words as plain as
words can be, and nearly all the revelations which are to be found
1n ihe last edmon were given before the end of the year 1832,

“ The right throuwh the lineal priesthood”” cannot be denied, con-
sx;tgntly with a pmf‘essxon of belief in the ﬁrst edltmn of the B,
of Cov

“Tithing as a tenth was also le.}ected ” What is meant by
“tithing as a tenth” we are uninformed, because it is obvious to
all, that tithing is taking the tenth part. Tithing, as a docirine
of (jhrl‘zt we suppose was denied, and yet this was a doctrine
revealed through Joseph in Sept. 1831. “The Lord said, “behold,
now it is called to-day, (until the coming of the Son of man,) and
verily it is a day of sacrifice, and a day for the tithing of my
people; for he that is tithed shall not be burned at his coming.’
SBec. 21, p. 5. If the brethren were opposedto paying tithes for
leaders to live upon as thev did in Nauvoo, we could coincide
with them. Then it was that the prophecy of Malachi was ful-
filled, when the Lord spoke by bim, saying, “will a man rob God?
Yet ‘ye havs robbed me. But ye say, wherein have we rebbed
thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a eurse: for
ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. Bring ye all the
tithes into the storehouse, that there may be'meat in mine house,
‘and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if T will not
- open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough to receive it.’

The paying of tithes, under the law of Moses, after the holy
priesthood, which Moses held, was taken away, could not procure
s0 great a blessing. There was always “room enough to receive
all the blessing which 4 could procure. Paul said, “the law made .
nothing perfeet but the bringing in of a better hope did; by
‘which we draw nigh unto God.” The “better hope” which Paul
gpeaks of must be the blessing that shall be so great “that theve
shall not be room enough to receive i6.” A blessing so great’
could not be obtained without the glft of the Holy Ghocat and
this gift cannot be obtained by merely opeying the law of Moses.
Among the blessings that are to follow as a reward to God's
- people, when they. shall bring “all the tithes into the storchouse,”
is the fulfilment of the promise, “=all nations shall call you bless-
ed, for ye shall be a delightsome land.” Blessing and tithing
were united together long before the Levitical priesthood was in-
stituted. " Melchisedek blessed Abraham and Abraham “gave him
tithes of all."—Gen. xiv. 20. The Book of Mormon says, “it
was this same Melchisedek to whom Abrabham paid tithes; yea,
even our father Abraham paid tithes of one-tenth part of all he
possessed.” It appears that Jacob understood that God designed
to have a house built unto his name by the tithing of his people.
When he was on Lis journey toward Haran, he laid him down to
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“sleep, and in a vision, the Lord made a covenant with him, and
when he awoke he said, “how dreadful is this place! thisis none
other bat the hounse of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

That place Jacob called Bethel, or house of God, and he “vowed
a vow, saying, if God will be with' me, and will keep me in this
way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and raiment to put
on, so that I come again to my father’s house in peace; then shall
the Liord be my God; and this stone which I have set up for a
‘pillar, shall be God’s house; and of all that thou shalt give me, 1
will surely give the tenth unto thee."—Gen. xxviii. 20-22. God
‘did afterwards command Jacob to build an altar there. ’

When we contemplate on the great works of the last days, and
the great endowment which God has promised to hig saints, how
can- we reject tithing? How shall the temples of God be built
‘without the tithing of his people? In the commencement of the
chapter which containg our former quotation from Malachi, the
Lord says, “behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall
prepare the way before me: and the Lord whom ye seek shall
saddenly come to his temple.”” Therefore according to this
ancient Bible account, there is to he a temple buily before the
Lord comes—a temple which is to be *“his temple”—a temple

‘unto which he ghall suddenly come. . : o
" Baptism for the dead was also rejected, and yet this is a doctrine
that was believed in and practically observed by the Church in the
days of Paul.. He wrote concerning it as an observanece which all
the saints were familiar with. He had no need to say unto the

- Corinthian saints, “it is a doctrine of the saints that they shonld

‘be baptized for the dead.” They appeared to be much better ac-
quainted with this doctrine than with the doctrive of the resur-
rection of the dead, consequently he proves the latter doctrine by
the -fact-that they were accustomed to be baptized for the dead.
He says, “else what shall they do, which are baptized for the
dead, if the dead arise notat all? why are they then baptized for

“the dead 7’ If bapiism for the dead was not a doctrine of the

ch, why did Paul representit to be s0o? This docirine in its

n ry form was revesled to Joseph before the Book of Mormon

“wag" revealed.  The angel Nephi said unto him that “he (the
Lord) shall plant in the hearts of the children the promises
made to the fathers, and the hearts of their children shall turn to

“their fathers, if it were not so, the whole earth would be uiterly

‘wasted at his coming.”” See Times and Seasons, April 15, 1845,

- This was given as a-quotation from Malachi 4 e¢. Of what use

- ‘'would it be that our hearts should be turned to our fathers if it is
‘80 that we can do nothing for them ? These words clearly show

that there is a work for us to do for them, before the coming of

Christ, and to prevent the whole earth from being utterly wasted

‘at'his eoming. Paul says, ¢ they without us cannot be made

_perfect.” 'What then can we do for our fathers if we cannot be

e e
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baptized for them? The fathers who have died in ignorance of
the fulness of the Gospel, cannot be baptized with water for the
remission of their sins,—and as Jesus said “except a man be born
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God,” therefore if Glod hath not provided substitutes to e bap-
tized for them, for what purpose shall the heart of the fathers be
turned to the children and the heart of the children to their
fathers? - This law of substitution is the law by which Jesus
became the Redeemer of man, and in conformity to it, “saviours
ghall come npon Mount Zzon to judge the mount of Bsau and
the kingdom shall be the Lord’s.~—Obadiah 21 v.

Tu a vision of Joseph Sgith and Sidney Rigdon, Feb. 16, 1832
concerning the terresirial world, iv was revealed that ¢ these a,re
they who died without law, and also they who are the spirits of
men kept in prison whom the Son visited, and preached the gospel
unto them; that they might be judged according to men in the
flesh.”—B. of Cov,, See. 82, p. 6. How can they be judged ac-
cording to men in the flesh, unless the privilege to comply with
the requisitions of the law which belongeth to men in the flesh
has been granted them? Baptism for the dead is therefore im-

“plied iw this revelation. In this latter day work every doctrine
gould not consistently be revealed atthe commencement.  Panl
says, “ strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even
those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern
both good and evil.’—Heb. iv. 14. Baptism for the dead like
other doctrines which many have re;;eefeti after receiving the first
principles, has heen “strong wmeat” unto them—too strong for
their weak stomachs. These doctrines would have been too strong
for the saints in general, it they had been revealed at the begin-
ning of the'work. Many did fall away when, in: the progress and
expansion of the work *strong meat,” (new revelamons} came in
their ‘way. . Many fell away when the vision already referred to
was made known although this ocourred in one of the acceptable

© years, vizm 1832, Our. friends have determined “to reject all
teaching. that cannot be fully sustained by the Bible, Book of

Mormon and Book of Cov., 1st edition. In doing %o, they have

refused to “live by every Waxd that pxoceedeth fmm the mout}l

- of God.VMatt: iv: 4

— E

AN,, OVERSIGHT eaused the first and second articles in this
number to be crowded out of our last. They, and the subsequent
letter of Bros. Gurley and Newkirk should be read immediately
and carefully, by all who feel interested in the cause of Zion. .

«T winr Keep You Normien,’—To the brother who made
this promise to us, we say, do so. Give us the interesting facls
from your loeality. T '
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- REVIEW OF “ERROR EXPOSED".

“We have received a pamphlet entitled “Error Exposed”, by Z
Brooks, who assumes the title of “elder in the Church” of Jesus
Christ.” He labors to convince his readers that the Book of Mor-
mon- does not contain the fullness of the gospel.. The first argu-
ment which he presents is, that the Book of Mormon is an
abridgement  of the record of the people of Nephi and of the
book of Ether. Then he infersfrom this fact, thatas “‘an abridge-
‘ment of any book is not the fullness of that bock, " therefore the
Book of Mormon does not contain the fallness.of the Gospel. Tt

~isan absurd idea to suppose the fullness of the Gospel is so com-
«plki,éated‘ that nothing less than the fullness of two great records
could contain it: If the Book of M. does notcontain the fullness
of the Gogpel, and if it will not be revealed, until the full-
‘ness ..6f these records is- revealed, then the ~Church in
which Mr. Brooks is an Elder is destined to remain in ignorance
of the fullness of the Gogpel until it is revealed in these records.
'Can such a Church be “the Church of Jesus Christ” which teaches
only @ part of his Gospel ?  Jesus said unto the Nephites, (B, of
M., 493 p.,) ¢ Itis my Church,if it so be that they are built up-
. onmy Gospel.”. Did he mean only a part of his Gospel? Did

“he ever build his Church on apartonlyofhis Gospel ? Will o part

only. of the gospel of Christ save us in the Celestial Kingdom of
© God? .. Would Christ send forth © an Elder 7 to teach only a part
of his. Gospel ?  If the Book of Mormon contains only a part of
the gospel, the testimony of Nephi concerning the Bible, and the
ablication of it in the B. of Mormon was inappropriate and in-
judicioust If 'both these books are without the “plain-
ness of the gospel of the Lord, ” and have had many parts of the
- gospel of the Lamb taken away from them, why did the writers
of the Book of Mormon bear this testimony concerning the Bible,
and ab the same time compose the Book of Mormon in the same
imperfect manner? (See B.of M., p. 31, and Herald, p. 31.) Ne-
- phi says that *“ when it proceeded forth from the mouth of a Jew it
gontained the plainness of the gospel of the Liord.” Then he.
says concerning “ the great and abominable Chureh, 7 that “ they
have taken away from the gospel of the Lamb many parfs which
are plain and most precious. > This was done by wicked men
¢ that they might pervert the right ways of the Lord; that they
might blind the eyes and harden the hearts of the children of
men,”  How much worse are the prophets and seers who wrote
the. Book: of -Mormon if this doctrine is frue? = -Of what
- use s the book? Ifthe eyes of all men must continue to be
blinded, why should these seers co-operate with “the great and
abominable Church, ” in blinding their eyes and perverting the
.. right ways of the Lord. If this is the way that Mr. Broeks con-
- tends for the Book of Mormon, he will thereby prove that he is
opposing the glorious purpose for which it was brought fortk.
He says, “ Nephiin foretelling what the gentiles would do to the
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aborigines of this country tells us that after they do this and
then stumble because of the plain and precious parts of the word
of Grod, which has been keptback out of the Bible ; saith the Lamb,
I will be merciful unto the Gentiles in that day, insomuch that I
will bring forth unto them in mine own power, much (not full-
ness) of my gospel, which shall be plain and precious.” This
extract from “Error Expored " is inserted as a quotation, but it
is not correctly quoted. Instead of “plain and precious parts of
the word of God, " the B. of Mormon says, “the most plain and
precious parts of the Gospel of the Lamb.” see p. 31. The
evil complained of is that the most plain and precious parts
of the gospel has been kept back by that abominable church.
As a remedy for this evil the Lamb of GGod says,“ T will be merciful
unto the Gentiles in that day, insomuch that I will bring forth
unto them in mine own power, much of my gospel which shall be
plain and precions.”  Some parts of the gospel had been retained
in the Bible. They had, therefore, been brought forth before the
Book of Mormon was brought forth. These parts were'only con-
firmed, and not brought forth when the Book of Mormon was
brought forth. AIl those parts of the gospel which the Bible did
not contain, or which it did not contain in plainness, were
brought forth when the B. of Mormon was brought forth, there-
fore, the Lamb of God says, “1 will bring forth unto'them in
mine own power, much of my gospel.” The interpretation which
Mr. Brooks attaches to these words would make the coming forth
of the B. of Mormon a superfincus affair. With this interpreta-
tion, the state of the case would be this: After many parts had
been taken away from the gospel of the Lamb, which are plain
and most precious, to remedy the evil anocther book is brought
forth which containg also only a partof the gospel. - This is like
leading & man ont of one dark room into another, that he may .
have light. Mr. Brooks proceeds with his quotation andinterpre-
tation intermingled, and says, “behold these things, (all not much
of them) shall be hid up to come forth uuto the Gentiles by the
_gifsand power of the Lamb. and in them shall be written my
.gospel(not either much, nor a hundredth port, but ll”y  Thewords
i italics are his:~ When Nephi said, « these things shall be hid
ap to come forth unto the Gentiles,” he had reference to~the
~things before mentioned, and these things did come forth. = These
.are the things that we have been writing about. They are in the
B. of Mormon. ~ Mr. Brocks says that © on page 473 we find Ne-
;phi commanded by Jesus to write his sayings, that they may be
kept; and he further declares that they shall (positive) be. mani.
fested unto the Gentiles.”  This is another false quotation. -Jesus
did not then command Nephi to write all his ‘sayings. He said,
¢ T command you that you shall write these sayings.” He was
speaking of his sayings on that occasion, which the Gentiles have
" yecéived in the Book of Mormon. To receive them in that book
:¢8 one thing, but to receive them believingly is another thing. .
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“He furthermore quotes, “ behold because of their belief in me,
. saith’the Father, and because of the unbelief of you, O, house of
Tsrael, in the latter day shall the truth come unto the Gentiles
ihatthe fullness of these things may be made known unto them.”
He then says, « Of what things? = Of what Jesus had just com-
manded Nephi to write not the hundredth part but the fullness “of
thent. 7' ‘We have shown that the fullness of these things refers
‘to what Jesns had then spoken. Mr. Brooks quotes largely from
- the.B. of Mormon for the purpose of showing that that book isa
-yéry small portion of the records of the Nephites and J %reditgs.
“Fn-one of these quotations, while he proves that fuct which 'hfzs
‘pobearing on the subjeet, he unintentionally overthrows his main
position. . He quotes and interpolates. as follows: < When they
(i 6, -Gontilesy shall have received this, which:is ‘expedient
that they shonld have first to try their faith, and if it shall so be
-that they shall believe these things, then. shall the greater things
be made manifest unto them, -~And if it so be that they will not
‘believe these things, then shall-the greater things -be withheld
frora then, nnto their condemnation.”  If* the Gentiles should
_believe these things how can the judgments of Giod come upon the
“@Gentiles which the prophets have foretold? * If they will believe
-these things the prophet Jeremiah saw a false vision when he
‘said;  “the lion is come up from his thicket, and the destroyer of
the Gentiles is.on hisway ; he is gone forth from his place to
~make-thy Tand desolate ; and thy cities shall: be Jaid waste, with-
out an inhabitant.” Jer. iv. 7. If the Gentiles believe these
things:the prophecy of Micah v. 6. will not be fulfilled, which says
¢ the vemnant of Jaocob shall be among the Gentiles in the midst
-of tnany péople; ‘as a lion among the beasts of the forest, as a
“young lion among the flocks ofsheep.”. Ags the Gentiles will
‘notbelieve these things; (the B. of Mormen,) itis ‘& plain con-
_Aradiction to the testimony of that book tosay that the greater.
sthings shall be'made manifest unto them. Will Mr. Brocks présume.
‘to gay that < the day of the wickedness of < the -people” 'will,
.cease before these judgments come upen -them, and before the
7sedled records come forth. - - S - =
“:The . B of ML, p. 108, says, ““becanse of the things which are.
+sealed up,'the things which-are sealed shall not be- delivered in.
“the day: ~of-the: wickedness and  abominations of the people,
“Wherefore the book: shall be kept from them,” If the day of
‘wickedness will .come to an end before the fullness of the gospel
will-be revealedy of what use will it be when it is revealed?. "If
mankind are saved from- their sins without the fullness of the gos-
‘pel; therewwould then  Be no need of it -4 They that be whole.
‘need not:a’ physician, but they that gre sick.”” " In plain contra-.
sdiction to the above giotation Mr. Brooks interprets’ the testimo-.
oyref Moeroni onthis subjeét tormean quite the reverse of that-
‘“which his.words set forth in plainness. The work which Moroni
~says will beperformed by the coming forth of the B. of Mormon, _
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hesays has reference to the records which are yet to come
forth.. In the preface of the B. of Mormon it is recorded that
that book is an abridgement of the record of the people of Nephi,
and “ an abridgement taken from the book of Ether: also which
is a record of the people of Jared; who were seattered at the time
the Lord confounded the language of the people when they were
building a tower to get to heaven, which is to shew unto the rem-
nant of the house of Israel what great things the Lord hath done
for their fathers; and that they may know the covenants of the
Loxd, that they are not cast off forever; and also to the econvin-
eing of the Jew and Gentile that Jesus 18 the Christ, the Eternal
-Grod, manifesting himself unto all nations.” This is what Moroni
sa¥s concerning this abridgment—the B. of Mormon, and the
purpose for which it is to come forth, but Mr. Brocks says ¢ this
abridgement ¢ame forth for a very different purpose, as we. shall
find as we pursue this investigation.” - If Mr. Brooks is success-
ful in making this discovery he will thereby prove that Moroni
was a falsé prophet. Mr, Brooks says that Moroni is here de-
soribing the purpose for which “the records, which are yethidden,
are to be brought forth. - The absurdity and palpable perversion .
of the words of Moroni is so self-evident that we deem it unneces-
gary to dwell on this point. How absurd, also, is the idea that
any sane man, (much less a prophet,} in a preface of a book, in-
stead of deseribing the characteristies of that book, would deseribe
gome other book. In pretending to quote from the firgt paragraph
on this preface Mr. Brooks gives us another false quotation. - The
title is at the head of the preface, which “is “ the Book- of Mor-
mon.” ~ Under this title Moreni says, ¢ wherefore it is an
abridgement of the record of the people of Nephi, and also of the
Lamanites; written to the Lamanites, who are a remnant of the
- house of Israel; and also to Jew and Gentile; written by way of
commandment, and also by thespiritof propheey and revelation.
. Whritten and:sealed up, and hid up unte the Lord, that they might
not be destroyed ; to come forth by the gift. and power of God .
unto the interpretation thereof; sealed by the hand of Moroni,
and hid up unto the Lord, to come forth in due time by the way -
of Gentile; the interpretation-thereof by the gift of God.” Mr.
Brooks’ false quotation says that it is *“ to come forth in due time
_by the way of o Gentile..”.. By this perversion he iipholds one of
his false theories, for he ‘says, “the promises of these records
.coming forth in their fullness unto the (entiles are plain and
positive: ”. Although this preface is not a preface to the records -
“in their fullness, ” but a preface to “an abridgement,” yet he
‘fcontends with palpable perversion that itis the entire records that
are there spoken of, and by prefixing the letter a, to- Gentile, he
-presents a false doctrine, of his own, thate Gentile will bring
forth these records. He calls the B, of Covenants ¢ a Gentile
stick,” and “a Gentile wedge.” What is thiz interpolation of
the letter o bub “ a Gentile wedge' of the vilest kind? Even if
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“he was clothed with authority to *“ add to ” this revelation it would
only present another false idea, viz: that the B. of Mormon was
brought forth by a Gentile—that Joseph Smith was a Gentile,
which would be in opposition to the covepant which (fod  made
with Joseph the son of Jacob, which is in the B. of Mormon,
66-68 p. He obtained a promise of the Lord that out of the fruit
of his loins the Lord God would raise up-a righteous branch unto

the house of Israel. ' : o ,

" Mr. Brooks says, “in every one of these quotations, this latter
day work by Christ and these prophets is all confined to Gentiles,
antil after they receive and reject the fulness of these writings,”
whereas he neither did, nor can do, any. such thing, Tnstead
thereof, the Book of Mormon was brought forth by one of the
‘descendants of Joseph, unto the seed of Joseph. . In. this coven-

" ant, concerning Joseph Smith and the tribe of Joseph, the Lord

promised and said, “a seer will I raise up out of the fruit of thy
joins; and unto him will I give power to bring forth my word
unto the seed of thy loins; and not to the bringing forth.my
-word .only, saith the Lord, but te. the convineing them of my
word, which shall have already gone forth among them.” Tt was
for ‘the salvation of the house of Israel, including the tribe of
-Joseph, that the Book of Mormon came forth and for which
Joseph was raised up. To further confirm this fact we will guote
again from this covenant concerning Joseph Smith. The Lord
says, ‘“out of weakness he shall be made strong in that day when
“my work shall commence among all my people, unto the restoring
~thee, O house of Israel, saith the Lord.. . . .. His name shall
becalled after me; and it shall be. after the name of hiy father.
And he shall be like unto me, for the thing which the Lord shall
bring forth by his band, by the power of the Lord, shall bring my
_people nuto salvation; yea, thus prophesied Joseph, I am sure of
_this. thing, even as I am sure of the promise .of Moses,”” ‘We
. might bring forth much additional evidence to show thai when
this. book came forth, the work of the Lord commenced with

—. Xsrael; “unto the bringing of them out of darkness uwnto light.”

Then i was that Joseph began to “push the people together to

. -the onds of the earth,” as Moses foretold.” Then it was. that

. the promise of God unto ancient Joseph was fulfilled. . ¢ Joseph

*tyuly said, thus saith the Lord unto me: A choice seer will I raise

. up out.of. the frnit of thy loins; and he shall be esteemed highly
_among. the fruit of thy loing. And unfo him will I give com-
mandment that he shall do a work for the fruit of thy loins, his
brethren, which shall be of great worth unto them, even to the
- bringing of them to the knowledge of the eovenants which I have
~made, with ‘thy: fathers.” . Those Gentiles who repent and come
~nnto Christ: will be gathered with the house of Israel and when
.21l the unbelieving (tentiles are cut off, the greater things will be
_made known unto the believing Gentiles and Jews. ¢ Woe, saith
the Father, unto the unbelieving of the Gentiles.”” 473 p. On.
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the next page we are informed that when the Gentiles shall sin
against his gospel and shall reject the fulness of his' gospel,
¢ behold, saith the Father, T will bring the fulness of my gospel
from among them,” The Lord said unto Moroni, concerning the
greater thmgs “ they shall not go forth unto the Gentiles untﬂ
the day that they shall repent of their iniquity, and become clean
before the Lord.” 531 p, It is therefore evident that -these
records cannot come forth until the unbelieving Gentiles are cut
off, neither can these things come forth until Tsrael has come unto
Christ and rended the va;l of unbelief, When these events
transpire, then will the believing Gentiles and the house of Tsrael
obtain the greater things, for on the same page the Lord says,
“come unto me, O ye Gentiles, and I will show unto you the
greater things, the knowledge which is hid up because of uabehef
Come unto me, O ye house “of Israel, and it shall be made mani-
fest unto you how great things the TFather hath laid up for you,
from the foundation of the world; and if hath not come unto you
bécause of unbelief. Behold, when ye shall rend that vail of un--
belief which doth caumse you to rewaim in your awfal state of
-wickedness and hardness of heart, and blindness of mind, then.
shall the great and marvellous thmws which have been hid up
from the foundation of the world from you; yea, when ye shall
call upon the Father in my name with a broken heart and”a con-
trite spirit, then shall ye know that the Father hath remembered
the covenant which he made unto your fathers, O house of Israel,
and then shall ‘my revelations which I have caused to be Wmtton
by my servant John, be ‘unfolded in the eyes of all the people
There is no preference of the Gentiles over the house of Tsragl, in
recéiving the greater things spoken of in this propheey, and as
unbelief and wickedness hath kept back these things from both,
“the day of the wickedness and abominations of the people must‘
terminate, (as we have already shown) before these things can
come forth therefore these things are not intended for the eonver-
sion -of the wicked or the promu]gatmn ‘of thé falness of the
gospel, but for the benefit of, and building up of God’s pedple in the
knowledge of the mysteries and blessings of the kingdom of God.
Mz, Brooks also quotes from a prophecy of Mormon on p. 519,
and strange as it may’ ‘appear, contends that this prophecy has no
tTeference” "o the eoming “forth of the Book of Mormon and the
events connected therewith. - Mormon says, “their prayers were
also in ‘behalf of him that the Lord should suffer to bring these
things forth.. And no one need say; they shall not come, for they
surely shall, for the Lord hath spoken it; for out of the earth
“shall they come, by the hand of the Lord, and none can stay if;
“and it shall come in a-day when it shall bo said that miracles are
done away; and it shall come even as if one should speak from
‘the dead. ‘And it shall come in a day when the blood of saints
shall ery unto the Lord, because of seeret combmatwns and the
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works of darkness, yea, it shall come in a day. when the word of -
(3od.shall be denied, and churches become. defiled and shall be
lifted up in the pride of their hearts.” ' o o
Mr. Brooks, on this quotation, says, “here follows a long list
of signs concersing the day when these records shall come forth,
many ,of them like some of those already quoted, having taken
the apostacy of the Church to bring them into existence; e g,
it hag taken this apostacy to raise up a secret banditti-to put to
death the saint that dares to condemn the works of polygamy and
its kindred institntions of darkness, nothing of this character
existed when the Book of Mormon came forth, there was nothing
extracrdinary in regard to crime at that time. But the signs here
deseribe a day of great pollutions on the face of the earth, which
now -truly exist.” Now Mr. Brooks ought to know that Joseph
Smith did “bring these things (records) forth.”” ~In the prophecy
on page 108, from which we have already quoted, the predietions
which were fulfilled when the Book of Mormon came forth, are to
be found., The instructions were there given to Joseph concern-
_ ing the book which he brought forth, Nephi said, “in the book
shall be a revelation from God, from the beginning of the world

© to the ending thereof. . . . . Then shall the Lord God say unto
him, the learned shall not read them, for they have rejected them,
and I am able to do mine own work; wherefore thou shalt read
the words which I shall give unto thee. Touch not the things
which are sealed, for 1 will bring them forth in mine own due
time. . . . . Wherefore, when thou hast read the words which T
have commanded thee, and obtained the witnesses which I have
promised unto thee, then shalt thou seal up the book again, and
hide it uwp unto me, that I may preserve the words which thou
hast not read, until I shall gee fit in mine own wisdomm, to reveal
all things unto the children of men.” This abridgement of what
Nephi wrote on this subject, is sufficient to show that Joseph
brought forth all the records of the Nephites and Jaredites.
These records were all handed down from generation.to genera-
tion, by the seers and high priests from Nephito Moroni. Joseph
was ‘therefore the man for whom the ancient sainis did pray and
the records sealed and unsealed, ecame in a day which is here de-

- soribed with a minuteness unmistakable, except to those who are
. blinded by the spirit of darkness. The book came in a day when
the blood of saints did “ery unto the Lord, because of secret
combinations and woiks of darkness. It was by secret combina-
tions that the blood of saints and prophets were shed, and these
things were done in the day that the book came forth. The word
“day” is here used in the same way that it is generally used in
the prophecies of the Book of Mormon, and of the Bible—in the
same ‘way that it is used in Isa. xxix, 18, where the day when the

“ Book of Mormon was to come forth is spoken of. The prophet
says, “in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the hook, and
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the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity and out of dark-
ness.” It was after the book came forth that these things oconrred
and it was after the book came forth that the blood of saints did
cry unto the Lord. Itecame in a day when it was *said that mirg
acles are done away.” This doctrire, unlike most of the signs
which are mentioned in this prophesy, was almost universally
believed in, at the time when the Book of Mormon came forth,
but now thousands, perhaps millions of spiritualists believe in
spiritual manifestations which are miracles emanating from evil
spirits. - All the signs which are mentioned in this prophecy have
been manifested in every particular. The secret combinations of
apostates may yet cause move of the blood of saints o cry unto
the Lord, for John saw that the time would be, when it would be
said unto the martyrs under the altar “they should rest yet for a
little season, until their fellow servants also and their brethren,
that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.” These
séoret combinations and great pollutious of apostates belong to
“the day of the wickedpess and abominations of the pecple,”
which is the day when the Book of Mormon was to come forth,
asthis propheey of Moroni shows and also the prophecy of Nephi,
(p. 106~110) and Isaizh xxix. = » ‘ ‘

Fast AND PRAY.-—At the suggestion of the Publishing Com-
mittee, we recommend and earnestly entreat all the scattered saints.
to observe Sunday, the 1st of April, as a day of fastieg and
prayer for the success of the April Conference, that the elders
may be guided by the Spirit.and enabled to do such business as
the Lord may require at their hands. It is highly desirable that
the faith of all the saints should be concentrated on this impor-
tant oceasion, \ I

Tae ANyvAL ConrrrENCE of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints will be held at Amboy, Lee Co., IiL, to
continue four days, commencing April 6th, 1860,
MOW« o
HYMN,

“The-morning bredks, the shadows fee,
- Lol Zion's standard is unfurl'd!

The dawning of a brighter day
Majestic rises on the world.

The clouds of error disappear
" Before the rays of truth divine;
The glory, bursting from afar,
Wide o'er the nations soen will shine.

The Gentile fulness now comes in,

And Israel's blessings are at hand.

Lo! Judah’s remnant, cleang'd from sin,
Shall in their promised Canaan stand.
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REVIEW OF « ERROR EXPOSED.”

No. IL

Mr. Brooks rejects all the revelations which Joseph reeeived af-.
ter the years 1828 and 1829 ; but it is with him as it is with oth-
er parties who reject a part of the revelations which he gave untos
the church, for his theories are in opposition to some of the reve--
lations whlch he professes to believe in.

In a revelation which was given in May, 1829, it is made known
that all the word of the Lord will not come forth in this genéra--
tion, but afterwards. Sec. 37, p. 10 says “study my word, which:
shall come forth among the chlldren of men, or that which is now
translating, yea, until you have obtained all which I shall grant
unto the children of men in this generation, and then shall alli
things be added thereunto.” The translation of the B. of Mor---
mon was not yet completed when. this révelation was given.

In this acknowledged revelation the doctrine is made plain:
that after this generation has passed away “then shall all. things.
be added.” Mr. Brooks says that ““in the revelations of 28 and
29, they say that the Book of Mormon is a part (not fullness) of"
the gospel, and that mnch of the gospel is contamed on the plates(
which Joseph was not permitted to translate.”

Now we shall sliow that these statements are erroneous in every'
pa1tlcula1 These revelations do not  say that the Book of Mor-
mon is a part (not fullness) of the gospel.” The revelation in.
Sec. 8, p. 12 does not say so. It says “verily I say unto you,.
that there are records which contain much of my gospel, which
have been kept back because of the wickedness of the. people,
and now I command you, thatif you have good desires—a dégire
to lay up treasures for yourself in heaven—then shall you. as-.
sist in bringing to light, with your gift, those parts of my serip--
tures which have been hidden because of iniquity.” ~This revela-.
tion: was addressed to O. Cowdery, and it refers to the B. of Mo--
mon, for the piivilege was offered to him to assist in this work,.
and as the Lord did uot intend to bring forth the other records-.
at that time it could Have no reference to them.
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To say that there are records which ‘contain much of the gospel
which has been kept back, does not imply that they contain only
a part. As they contain much that has been kept back, this part
with that part which we previously had, makes a fullness.

There is a plain contradiction in the ‘mode of reasoning of Mr,
Brooks on this subjeet We have already shown that he says
that the revelations of '28 and '29 say that “much of the gospel
is contamed on the plates that Joseph was not permitted to
translate.”” - That he professes to receive these ag true, his next
statement will show. He says, “now, that is just in accordance
with the Book of Mormon as we have already seen.” We do not
know what he had already seen, but we do know what he had al-
ready stated. In quoting a prophecy of Nephi, on p. 31 and 32,
we have shown that he explains the word “ much” by the words
“¢tnot fullness, ” in this way: “I will bring forth unto them in
mine own power, much (not fullness) of my gospel, which shall
be plain and precious.” If the word “ much "’ should be defined
to mean “not fullness” in this quotation, then his own state-
ment should be defined in like manner where he says that “ much
.of the gospel is contained on the plates that Joseph was not per-
mitted to translate,” whereas he has labored hard to show that
they only will contain a fullness of the gospel. In a revelation
gwen May, 1829, Sec. 30, p. 10, the Lord says, “ there are many
things engraven on the platep of Nephi, which do throw greater
wiews: upon my gospel; therefore it is wisdom in me that you
.ghould translate this first part of the engravings of Nephi, and
-send forth in this work.” ~So we are in possesion of these * great-
er views,” upon the gospel. As Mr. Brooks says that these reve-

“lations “say that the Book of Mormon is a part (not fullness) of
the gospel, we will test the truth of his assertion, for it is in this
‘vevelation only (we believe) that the word ¢ part” or parts of the
.gospel is to be found. After telling us that the greater views of
_the gospel are from the plates of Nephi, and are sent forth in this
‘work, then the Lord says, “and behold all the remainder of this
'-Work ‘doos contain all those parts of my gospel which my holy
-p1ophets, yea, and also my disciples, desired in their prayers
should come forth unto this people. And I said unto them that
it should be granted unto them according to their faith in their
prayers;-yea, and this was their faith, that my gospel which I
.gave unto them; that they might preach in their days, might come
qunto their brethren, the Lamanites, and also all that had become
.Lamanltes, because of their dissensions.”
It will readily be seen that ¢ those parts ” of the gospel which
:the remainder of the B. of Mormon does. contain, the Lord speaks
‘of as “ my-gospel,” clearly showing that it was the fullness of the
gospel for surely nothing short of the fullness of the gospel could
ibe his gospel. Mr. Brooks admits himself, that the words, “my
.gospel ” means ““ not éither much, nor ahundredth part, bub all.”
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He made this explanation on the words ¢ my gospel” in a pre-
vious quotation, expecting thereby that he could make it appear
that that quotation did not refer to the B. of Mormon, bhut in this
revelation he must know that it refers to .that book, for this is
the only revelation of 1828 and 1829 where part of the gospel is
spoken of. We not only have the acknowledgement of Mr.
Brooks that the words ‘“ my gospel’ means “all’’ the gospel, but
this revelation shows that his' gospel which was given unto the
ancient prophets and disciples is the same that is contained in the
B. of Mormon. This revelation in par. 12 says, “according to
their faith in their prayers will T bring this part of my gospel o
the knowledge of my people. Behold I do not bring it to destroy
that which they have received, but to build it up.” Here are two
parts of the gospel spoken of: that which they had received in the
Bible, and that part which was brought to the knowledge of the
people which the B. of Mormon contains. If the B. of Mormon
does not contain that part of the gospel which js in the Pible,
then, indeed, it containg only a part of the gospel, but we kuow
that it does contain that part also, therefore this revelation -does
not “say that the B, of Mormon is a part {(not fullness) of the
gospel.” - We have not only the assurance here given that the C.
of Mormon brought part of the gospel to the knowledge of the
people, but, also, that it was not brought to destroy that: which
they had received, but to build it up. It contains, therefore, the
fullness of the gospel, and these revelations agree with all the sub-
sequent revelations. The revelation in Sec. 43, p. 1, which was
given in June, 1829, does not recommend the church to: be  built
upon ‘“ either much, nor a hundredth part, but all” ‘the gospel.
The Lord there said to O. Cowdery, ¢ I give unto you a'command-
ment, that you rely upon the things which are written; for in
them are all things (all not much of them; as Mr. Brooks says)
written concerning the foundation of my church, my gospel and
my rock; wherefore if you shall build up my church, upon the
foundation of my gospel and my rock, the gates of hell shall not
prevail against you.” If Mr, Brooks’ church is built upon: paxrt,
or much, instead of the: fullness of the gospel, he has no :promise
in this revelation that-the:gates of hell will not prevail against it.
‘The 4th paragraph says, “behold, you have my gospel-before
you, and my rock, and :my salvation.” This was an assurance
to the few saints of that day that the gospel with all- its parts
was in the B. of Mormon.. R e R AT
Mr. Brooks is opposed to the church having a- prophet to lead
it; and a church-with-apostles in it, and .yet the ‘B. of Mormon
was - exclusively written by a lineal succession of prophets who
led the .church for ‘more’ than 1000 years, and by a prophet—a
seer——a choice seer did-the Tiord commence and: carry on' his
-work in the last days, for he said, “I will make him: great:in mine
eyes; for-he shall do my work,”—=B. of M.- 66 p. He" also said,
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¢ whosoever will not believein my words, who am Jesus Christ,
whom the Father shall cause him to bring forth unto the Gen-
tiles, and shall give unto him.power that he.shall bring them
forth unto thé Gentiles, (it shall be done even as Moses said)
they shall be cut off from among niy people who.are of the cove-
nant.”—486 p. The rejection of God’s order in having 12 apostles
in his church is contrary to the revelation from which we have
been quoting. Sec. 43, p: B, says, ¢ behold there are others who
are called to declare my gospel, both unto Grentiles and unto Jew;
yea even 12; and the 12 shall be my diseciples, aiid they shall take
upon them my name; and the twelve are they ‘who ghall desire
to take upon them my hame with full purpose of heart; and if
they desire to take upon them my nawme with full purpose of
heart, they are called to go into all the world to preach iny- gospel
unto every creature; and they are they who are ordained of me
to baptize in my name, according to that which is written, -and
you have that which is written before you wheréfore - you must
perform it according to the words which are written: Behold, you
are they who are ordained of me to ordain priests and tedchers to
declare my gospel according to the -power of the Holy Ghost
which is in you, and according to the callings and gifts of God
unto'men; and I, Jesus Christ, your Lord and your Geod, have
spoken it.” This plan is quite different from Mr.: Brooks’ plan,
although it 18 in a revelation which he professes. to beliéve ini—
How could he become an elder when he did not:receive it through
anapostle? . By what authority does he baptize-and:.preach, and
how coild he receive this authority when he rejects God’s:plan
by which alone a man can be ordained to this authority? We
deem - it  unnecessary to present further evidemce on a subject
which is so plain. e :

Mr, Brooks says, ‘“the revelations of 28 and '29 command Jo-
seph and others to préach nothing but reépentance to this genera-
tion. - Now two, five or ten years is not not a geieration ;. yet be-
fore '33. rolls in, a gatheringis proclaimed; and many doctrines
are taught that cannot be sustained by the B. of Mormon.”"

To preach the gathering of God’s people :ig: preaching repen-
tance, for we thereby preach that men should repent of -their op-
position to it, and when we preach any doctrine: of Christ:we show
that men should repent of their opposition or. unbelief: of that doc-
trine, therefore to preach nothing but repentance:is to call upon
all men to repent of all their evil deeds.. I S I R
- Asto thé gathering; it iz one of the: first leggons -in this. latter
day work, and nothing but the greatest blindness and ignorance
can prévent any man from knowing it; -~ In:building up what the
Bible confains, the B. of M. says that * all natiofis shall flow un-
to the house of the Lord .in the. top. ofithe -mountalis, -and he
will lift up an énsign to the nations from far, and -will: hisé unto
them from the end of tlie earth: and behold they shall ‘come: with
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speed swiftly.”—90 p.  Jesus spoke to the N ephites of the gath-
ering in our day, and said, “then shall the remnants which shall
be scattered abroad-upon 'the face of the carth, be gathered in
from the east, and from the west, and from the south and from
the north.”".—482 p.

Yetifor all this, and verysmuch more, from Jesus and the pro-
phets. on this subject Mr. Brookssays he has found “no gather-
ing dispensation;”’ ‘and many other things which he must find, or
else he will remain in sectarian blindness.

THE DIVINE AUTHENTICITY OF THE BOOK OF
MORMON.
No. IL

It was a_custom which was prevalent in Isracl in ancient days
to have the Jewish Scriptures written on parchment and rolled on
sticks. This custom is followed to this day, and may be seen
publicly in the synagogues of the Jews. Kzekiel describes the
Jewish Scriptures as “the stick of Judah.”  We are indebted to
the tribe ‘of Judah for both the Old and New Testaments. Their
kings, from David to Zedekiah, were of the tribe of Judah.- The
ten tribes were led away to an undiscovered land, soon after Isra-
el and Judah became two nations, and from that day to the final
dispersion -of the tribe of Judah into all nations, the prophets,
kings and -rulers of Judah were generally of that tribe.  When
Jacob blessed the tribe of Judah, he said, “the sceptre shall not
depart from Judah, nor a lawglvel from between his feet,” until
Shiloh come.” Gen. xlix, 10. Jesus and his apostles were near-
ly all of the tribe of J udah. All these facts combined show that
with strict propriety the Bible may be called “the stick of Judah.”
Ezekiel ‘describes another stick besides “the stick of Judah,” via:
“the stick of Joseph,” which he also calls “‘the stick of thlalm "
In Bzek. xxxvii, 15--20, he says, “the word of the Liord came un-
to me saying, Moreover thou son of man, take thee ‘onc stick,
and write upon it, For Judah, and for the children of Tsrael his
companions: ‘then take another stick and write upon it, Tor Jo-
seph, the stick of Elphraim, and foy, all the house of stael his
companions: and join them one to another into one :stick, "and
they shall become one in thine hand. And when the children
of thy people shall speak unto thee, saying, ‘Wilt thou'not show
us what thou meanest by these? say unto them, Thus saith the
Lord God; behold: I will take the stick of Joseph ‘which is in
the hand of Ephraim. and the tribes of Israel, his fellows, and
- will put them with him, even with the stlck of Judah, and make
them one:stick, and they shall be one in ‘mine hand. .And the
Stlcks whereon thou writest shall be in thine hand before their
eyes.” '
It will be percewed -that the two sticks which Ezek1el was
to take and write superscriptions upon, were to be emblems of
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two sticks, which the Lord said he would take “and make them
one stick.” There was a “meaning’ connected with the sticks
which Ezekiel made. He has given us the meaning. As Hzekiel
took one stick and wrote upon it, this superseription: For Judah
and for the children of Israel his companions,” and also took an-.
other stick and wrote uponit: “IFor Joseph the stick of Ephraim,
and for all the house of Israel his companions,” and then joined
them together, so that they became one in his hand, so the TLord
said thathe would take the stick of Joseph and unite it with the
stick of Judah, so that they should. be- one stick in his hand.
These two sticks evidently mean two records, one of Joseph and
one of Judah, and they must be sacred records—holy secriptures,
or they would be useless in the work which is connected with
their union, and uninspired records of the tribes of Joseph and
Judah, would not be entitled to such distingunished names. None
of the records of uninspired men of Judah were worthy to be
called “the stick of Judah,” and none of the records of the tribe
of Joseph could be worthy to be called “the stick of Joseph.” If
the Lord does not mean that he will take the inspired writings
of Judah and Joseph and unite them together, what does he mean?
When the testimony of the prophets of the tribe of Judah and
the testimony of the prophets of the tribe of Joseph, are united
together they become “one stick” in the hand of the Lord. If
the Book of Mormon is not the stick of Joseph, where is the stick
of Joseph, and what is it? Ifthe union of the Book of Mormon
with the Bible is not what is meant by making. them one stick,

that they may be one in the hand of the Lord, please inform us,
kind reader, what is meant by this prophecy. The Book of Mor-
mon contains some of the writings of the prophets of the- tribe of
Joseph who lived on this continent when civilization and gos-
pel light was enjoyed by the Indians, who are of the tribe
of Joseph. The Lord has not said that he will make these sticks
to be one in his hand, without making known his purpose and
the work which was to be connected therewith. In connection
with that which we have quoted the Lord said unto Ezekiel, “and
say unto them, thus saith the Lord God; behold I will take the
children of Israel from among the heathen whither they be gone,
and will gather them on every side, and bring them into their
own land: and I will make them one nation in the land upon
the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king to them all;

and they shall be no more two natlons, neither shall they be ai-
vided intotwo kingdoms any more at all.”- 21--22 v. This pro-
phecy shows conclusively that when the gathering of Israel and
their return to their own land should be nigh at hand, the Lord
would commence this work by uniting lhe testlmony of the in-
spired writings of the tribe of Joseph and Judah., The gathering
of Israel which is here spoken of was not the return from Baby-
lonish captivity. The ten tribes were separated from dJudah,
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long before that time, and they have consequently been divided
into two nations, from that to the present time. Tzekiel’s de-
seription of the work of the Lord which is connected with the
union of the sticks of J oseph and Judah, is very compr ehensive.
It leaves no room to say that it was fulfilled in ancient days. In
addition the Lord says, “neither shall they defile themselves any
more with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with
any of their transg1ess1ons but I will save them out of all their
dwelling-places, wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse
them ; so shall they be my people, and I will be their God. And
David my servant shall be king over them; and they all shall
have one shepherd ; they shall also walk in my judgments, and
observe my statutes and do them. And they shall dwell in the land
that I have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers
have dwelt, and they shall dwell theleln, even they, and their
children, and their children’s children, forever.” 23--26v. This
is a part of the comprehensive answer which Ezekiel was to- give
to the children of his people, when they said unto him, “Wilt
thou not show us what thou meanest by these?’ This great
work, therefore, was to commence when the Lord should take
the writings of the prophets of the tribe of Joseph and unite them
with the Bible. The word of the Lord by Hosea says concerning
- Bphraim, “I have written to him the great things of my law, but
they were counted as a strange thing.,” Hosea viii, 12, The
Book of Mormon is ecounted as a strange thing, and it contains
the fullness of the Gospel in plainnegs. It, therefore, contains
the great things of the law of God, because “the most plain  and
precious parts of the gospel of the Lamb which has been kept
back by that abominable church which is the mother of harlots,”
is revealed in thatbook. Hosea, also, when he spoke of Ephraim
and of the time when the Lord shall roar like a lion, gaid, ““when
he shall roar, then the children shall tremble from the west.”
The Book of Mormon is a record of the west—the land of Joseph
—the land which Zechariah saw by the Spirit, when the Lord
said by him, “I will save my people from the east count1y and
from the west country.” Zech. viii, 7.

We shall now proceed to show that the American Continent
was a gift from God unto the tribe of Joseph, and that the Amer-
ican Indians are descendants of Joseph the son of Jacob. In
Gen. xlix, 1, we read that “Jacob called unto his sons; and said,
Gather yomselves together, that T may tell you that Whlch shall
befall you in the last days

Accordingly he prophesied concerning each of his sons separate-
ly.. The 28th verse shows that these blessings were in relation to
the posterity of his sons, viz: the twelve tribes of Israel. In
blessing Joseph, he said; Joseph is a fruitful bough by a well,
whose ‘branches run over the wall.  The ‘archers have smely
gricved him- and shot at him, and hated him, but his’
bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were
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madef strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob.’—
22--24 v. 'The comparison of Joseph to “a fruitful bough’ rep-
resents that the tribe of Joseph would be a great multitude and
possess a large territory, but to make the simile more comprehen-
sive this tribe is compared to a fruitful bough by a well, showing
that as a fruitful bough by a well is situated where it can be well
supplied with water, so the tribe of Joseph was to be located
where he would be blest with great prosperity, but the last part
of the comparison ig intended to show that Joseph’s inheritance
would extend beyond the common boundaries of the tribes of Is-
rael. When “branches run over the wall” of an inclosure they
extend themselves beyond the boundaries that were firgt allotted
to them.

Every word in this prophecy and blessing upon the tribe of
Joseph is descriptive either of the past, present or future destiny
of Joseph. The wars and destruction which have crossed the
red man’s path is minutely described by the prophetic declara.
tion that ¢ the archers have sorely grieved him, and shot.at him
and hated him,” but Jacob shows that there will be a reverse to
all this affliction. He also says, ¢ the blessings of thy father
have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors, unto the
utmost bound of the everlasting hills ; they shall be on the head
of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was separate
from his brethren.”” The blessings of Jacob’s progenitors may be
found first of all after Shem in Gen. xii, 1, 2, where it is recorded
that the Lord said unto Abraham, “I will make of thee a great
nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou
shalt be a blessing ; and I will bless them that bless thee, and
curse him that curseth thee, and in thee shall all families of the
earth be blessed.” Abraham went down into the land of Canaan,
and again “the Lord appeared unto him and said, Unto thy seed
will I give this land.” 7 v. The full extent of the blessings of
Jacob’s progenitors is contained in the covenant which God made
with Abraham, when he promised to be a God unto him and his
seed after him, and said, “ I will give unto thee and to thy seed
after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of
Canaan for an everlasting possession.” Gen.. xvii, 7, 8,

As thisis the extent of the blessings of Jacob’s progenitors, and
as Jacob said that his blessings had prevailed above the blessings
of his progenitors, and that “‘they shall be on the head of Joseph”
it is necessary that we should understand what the greater bles-
sings of Joseph are. We have shown that unto Abraham and
his seed the land of Canaan was promised, but the blessing of Jo-
seph is “unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills.” The
utmost bound of the everlasting hills, from the land of Egypt,
where Jacob dwelt, is in the central part of America. If. this
land is not the land of Joseph, his blessings have not and cannot
prevail unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills. If Jo-
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seph’s share in the land of Canaanis the whole of his portion,
how could he be compared to branches that run over the wall,
and how can his blessing prevail above the blessings of Jacob’s
progenitors, and how can his blessings extend unto the utmost
bound of the everlasting hills? ,

' - POLYGAMY OPPOSED TO THE BIBLE. ,

The polygamists of our day who profess to be -believers in the
Book of Mormon inconsistently imitate the Nephite polygamists,
whose conduct was zealously denounced by their ‘prophet Nephi,
when he told them that they understood not the seriptures, because
they sought to excuse themselves in their wickedness, ¢ because
of the things which were written concerning David and- Solomon
his son.” Although in that connection it is written ¢ David and
Solomon truly ~had many wives and concubines, -which thing
was abominable before me, saith the Loxrd,” yet . these perfidious
characters persist in ‘excusing themselves in the same way, and
contending that the Bible upholds polygamy. .

_Although Nephi says that many plain and precious things have
been taken outof the Bible, and that the B. of Mormon was to
“make known the plain and precious things which have been ta-
ken away,” yeb they vainly excuse themselves by distorting what
the Bible does contain on this subject, after many plain and pre-
cious things have been taken out of it. In the first instance
where man and wife are spoken of in the Bible no intimation. is
given that a man could lawfully have more than one wife. Adam
before he transgressed said, ¢ therefore shall a man leave his fath-
er and his mother and shall cleave unto his wife: and they’
shall be one flesh.,”—Gen. II, 24¢. He does not say a man shall
cleave unto his wives, as a polygamist would say.

The first polygamist that we have an account of was a descendant
of Cain, whom God had cursed because he was a murderer. This
descendant (Lamech) was also a murderer, showing that which
hag been verified in our day, that polygamy and murder are often
twin crimes. -This is the beginning of the record of misery and
crime which is connected with polygamy. Lamech appears to
have understood .it, when he said unto his -wives, ¢ I have
slain a man to my wounding,; and a young man to my hurt. If
Cain shall be avenged seven-fold, truly Lamech seventy and seven
fold.”—Gren. iv, 23,24. Modern polygamists ¢ excuse themselves’
by saying that Abraham had more than one wife; but we shall
show that Abraham acted contrary to the mind -and will of God
in baving more than one wife, and that in obedience to the -com-
mandment of God, which was given to him, he repented and re-
formed. ~ The Lord said unto Abraham; “I will make thy seed as
the dust of the earth, so that if a man can number the dust of the
earth then shall thy seed alsobe numbered.”—Gen. xiii, 16.  As
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Abraham’s lawful wife had no children, he took another wife. In
the midst of the discord and sorrow which resulted from this act,
Sarah said, ¢ cast .out this bond-woman and her son; for the
son of thls bond-woman shall not be heir with my son, even with
Isaac.” And the thing was very grievous in Abraham’s sight
because of hisson. And God said unto Abraham, ¢ Let it not
be grievous in thy sight, because of the lad, and because of thy
bond- -woman ; ‘in all that Sarah hath said unto thee hearken un-
to her voice; ; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called.”—Gen.
xxi, 10-12. The Lord did not even speak of Hagar as Abra-

ham’s wife, and her son instead of being conmdeled as the dffspring
of “ a celestial marriage "’ and ¢ asplutual son,” is cast out. The
right of the first born, and even the common rlght of all legiti-
mate children was taken from him. .Is this the boasted honor
which belongs to “spiritual sons”’ and “spiritual wives,” according
to B. Young’s doctrine? In this brief account we find that God
was opposed to that doctrine, even under the peculiar circum-
stances connected with Abraham’s cage, inasmuch as he ‘had no
seed, and God had made a great covenant with him concerning
his seed. When Abraham stretched forth his hand to offer up
Isaac his son for a burnt offering, the Lord forbid him, and said,

“I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy
son, thine only son, from me.“——Gen xxii, 12. Ishmael was not
recognized as a son of Abraham by the Most High. TIs this the
way that Polygamous Mormons exclude their illegitimate children
from the title and privileges of sons and daughters? Well might
Nephi say of polygamists, ¢they understand not the scriptures.”
B.of M,, 66 p _

Jacob covenanted with Laban to serve him seven years, for Ra-
chael his daughter, bnt Laban deceived Jacob and gave him Leah
instead of Rachael, but conferred the birthright on Joseph who
was the first born son of Rachel the legmmate wife, althongh Jo-
seph was born after all the children of Jacob by other wives, 1
Chron. v, 2, says, “the birthright was Joseph’s.”” The .objector
would say did not the birthright belong to Rouben the first born,
and did not he lose it by his tmnsgwssmn? If that had been
the only reason, the birthright would have been the right of the
second son ; whereas the ten sons of Jacob who were not born of
lawful wives were set aside, and the right was bestowed upon the
legitimate first born.

Deut. xviii, 17, contains a law for the «rovernment of the kings
of Israel, when the time arrived that Tsrael would have a king.
It says’ ‘ nelthe1 shall he multiply wives to himself that his hearb
turn notaway.” When Solomon transgressed and broke this com-
mandment it was written eoacermng him, that ¢ his wives turned
away his. heart after other gods.”—I ngs xi, 4. So Solomon
became an idolator and polygamist. .

Polygamous Mormons excuse themselves by saying that Gideon
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was a mighty man of God, and he had many wives. They care-
fully avoid stating that before the history of his polygamy is re-
corded, we have a record of his idolatry. Therefore if (tideon’s
example is worthy of imitation in regard to his polygamy, it is
worthy of imitation in-regard to. his idolatry. If polygamy is
justifiable because he was a polygamist, then idolatry is justifiable
because he was an idolator. To undertake to prove that polyga-
my is lawful because an idolator was also a polygamist, is a self-
evident absurdity. If weendorse one abomination of idolators
we might as well endorse all their abominations in ancient and
modern times. Toendorse this abomination would be making
their law our law. Itis therefore an idolatrous homage. Judges
viii, 24-27, contains an account of Gideow's idolatry, and of his
collection of golden ornaments from Ishmaelites, to 'set up an
ephod in Ophrah.. The 27 v. says, “ and Gideon made an ephod
thereof, and put it in " his city, even in Ophrah; and all Israel -
went thither a whoring after it; which thing became a snare un-
to Gideon and to his house.” This was a wicked subversion of
the ephod from its plaee as an ornament of the Aaronic priest-
hood. 1Ifit had been used according to the commandment of God
it would not have become “a snare to Gideon and his honse.”
To show that ephods were used in idolatrous worship, we will quote
from Judges, xvii b, which says, ¢ Micah had an house of gods,
and made an ephod and teraphim and consecrated one of his sons,
who became his priest.” 'We will now show what destruction fell
upon Gideon’s house, for we have the record of it annexed to the
record of his idolatry and polygamy. The 30 v. says, ¢ Gideon
had three score and ten sons of his body begotten; for he had
many wives. And his concubine that was in Shechem, she also
bear him a son, whose name he called Abimilech.” . Gideon was
also called Jerubbaal. SeeJudge vii, 1. After the death of Jer-
ubbaal we areinformed that Abimilech, his son, *“went unto his
father’s house at Ophrah, and slew his brethren the sons of Jerub-
baal, being three score and ten persons, upon one stone ; notwith-
standing, yet Jotham, the youngest son of Jerubbaal was left.”’—
Jundges ix, 5. The wickedness of Gideon was therefore a fatal
snare unto him and his house, and it is an heaven-daring act to
excuse polygamy on account of Gideon’s acts.:

Polygamists claim that the case of Hannah, the mother of Sam-
uel, supplies them with an excuse for polygamy, but they cannot
prove that Hannah was not his first-wife and- thereforehis lawful
wife, neither can they show thatshe was friendly to polygamy.
The narative shows that she experienced much sorrow in conse-
quence of it.  The other wife is called her adversary ,and it says,
‘“ her adversary also provoked her sore for to make- her fret.
When she went up to the house of the Lord, so she provoked her;
therefore she wept, and did not eat.,”” This accountof her sorrow
agrees with the Book of Mormon, concerning the sorrow produced
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by polygamy generally. As for the husband of Hannah, it does
not say that he was a righteous man. The most that is said in
favor of him is that he worshipped before the Lord. '

It is wonderful indeed that the polygamy of David should be
urged ag an excuse for that system, inasmuch as polygamy is not
only declared to be a grosser crime wuniversally, in the Book of
Mormon, but it particularly protests against those who excuse
themselves ¢ because of the things which were written concerning
David and Solomon his son.. Behold David and Solomon truly
had many wives and concubines, which thing was abominable be-
fore me, saith the Lord.” . '

In defiance of this Divine testimony, to frame their excuse, be-
cause of the things which were written  concerning David and
Solomon proves conclustvely that they are like drowning men,
catching at straws, but there is nothing in the Bible concerning
these men, which excuges or justifies their polygamy.

The word of the Lord unto David, concerning the wives of Saul
is claimed by polygamous Mormons to be an excuse for their wick-
edness. The Lord said unto David, by Nathan the. prophet, ‘I
gave thee thy master’s house, and thy master’s wives into thy
bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah.” If the
Lord did not mean that he suffered David to have the wives of Saul
as he suffersinnumerable crimes to be committed, there would be
a contradiction between these words and the Book of Mormon,
and as they profess to believe in that book, it is opposing the
claims of that book &s a revelation of God, containing the fullness
of the gospel, to contend for such an interpretation of this reve-
lation, unto David.

In Isa. xlvii, 6, the Lord says, “I was wroth with my people,
I have polluted mine inheritance, and given them into thine
hand.” Are we to understand that the enemies of God's people are
justified in what they have done to them. Ifthe mode of inter-
pretation which is claimed by polygamists is correct, then the
same mode of interpretation is applicable in this case, and then
all the judgments which are to fall upon the enemies of God's
people and which fill up the remainder of this chapter are false.
If the interpretation which is claimed by polygamists concerning
David ig correct, the same mode of interpretation applies to Jer.
xxi, 7, where the Liord said, “ I will deliver Zedekiah king of Ju-
dah, and his servants, and the people, and such as are left in thig
city from the pestilence, from the sword, and from the famine,. in-
‘to the hand of Nebuchsdnezzar, king of Babylon, and into the
hand of their enemies, and into the -hand of those that seek their
life ; and he shall smite them with the edge of the sword ; he shall
not spare them,” The 10 v.says, “I have set- my face against
this city for evil, and not for good, saith: the Lord; it shall be
given into the hand.of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it
with fire.”” - If the interpretation concernining David is correct,
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which polygamists contend for, then; by the same rule the king
of Babylon was justified in all that he did to Jerusalem and Ju-
dah, and was therefore unjustly punishéd for his acts. A num-
ber of such referonces. might be made, but the above are suffiicient
to show that David’s polygainy was “abominable ” in God’s sight
as the Book of Mormon says.

. P N ,-.'0:':” RS 5

[For the Herald.]
: A DIALOGUE:

Stranger enters ond mqu-es—-

Is your name P.? '

P.—Yes, that is my name. Can I do anything for you, sir?

Stranger—I think you might.” I am a traveling preacher, of
those despised people-called Mormons; and called to: have a little
conversation with you, and to crave a night’s lodging.

£.—You can have both, sir; please to be seated, sir.

Mormon—I inquired of some of your nelghbors if there were
any Mormons living near here, and was informed that you had
some of their books, and believed some of our doctrines.

P—My nelghbors told you the truth, sir; I have had some of
your books a number of years, and think ve1y highly of them,
and now wish to' make some inquiries of you about that people.
Where do you live, sir?

M.—T live at Salt Liake, in Utah; and have been sent out to
gather up-the fragments of our people as fast as possible; ag we
belicve there will not be peace in the States much longer, and fear
the way will be.closed up so that soon the saints can not gather as
well ag at:present.

P.-—Why do you wish to get your people out of the States?

M.—Because the laws of God are so contrary to the laws of
man that weé can not live by them and carry them out. in the
States.

P.—Your books are against you there, sir, if you do right
yourselves. The book of Mormon, page 487, says, that if the
Gtentiles ‘“ will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden hot
their hearts, 7 will establish my church among them; and they shall
come ‘in unto the covenant.” . And in your: doctrine and cove-
nants you are told, see. 98, p. 10, that Grod established the consti-
tution ‘of this land; by the hands of wisé men whom he raised up
to this very purpose. “And in see. 86, p. 2, you-atre told thus:
“Therefore I the Liord justify you im: befmendmg thiat Jaw which is
the constitutional law of the land.”: “And in see. 18;p. 6, you are
told, “Liet no- man break:thé laws of the land; for he that keepeth
the: lais of: God hath 'no need tobreak the laws of the land.”
Theh, sir; God hath-beforehand prepared the way that his .church
could be built:among the Gentiles by, raising upa free people here
on this land; Wwith:a constitution of his:own inspiring. " ~
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M.—But we were commanded to gather together.

P-—Yes, and cleanse your hearts, and hands, and feet, before
Grod ; standing in holy places, and being prepared for God to un-
veil his face to you, when he taketh the veil from off his taber-
nacle. But you were not commanded to gather outside of the
government,

M~—But you know we have suffered gr eat persecutlon in the
States.

P.—8So you have, as far as the people were concerned ; but God
says in your books that there were contentions among you, and
he sent you forth to be chastened ; and also that you treated lightly

~the things you had received. God, of course, will not justify
your persecutors; but if you blouohh persecution on yourselves
by you1 own acts, you too are culpab]e

M.—We have done many things, undoubtedly, which were dis-
pleasing to Gtod, but the people are forward to accuse us of crimes
that we are not guilty of, and to mar our peace, and hurt our in-
fluence among the people.

P—~That may be, 3nd the people consider some things to be
criminal which I' suppose you do not; for instance, your plulahty
Wlfe system.

M. —We believe in celestial marriage, sir, or marriage for eter-
nity, and that in this marriage the woman shall have her choice
of her spiritual head, and that whether he has a wife or not.

P.—Do you not live with them as wives here ?

M.—Of course we have to seal our covenant, otherwise our mar-
riage contract would not be binding.

P.—And in so doing break: the laws of the land and the laws
of God also. Yourbook of Covenants, sec. 65, p. 3, says “Where-
fore it is lawful that he (man) should have one w1fe, and they twain
shall be one flesh.” And in the law to the church; see. 13, p. 7,
“Thou shalt love thy w1f‘e with all thy heart,and shall cleave
unto her and none else;” and also at the full orga,niza,tion of the
chllnch all the quorums adopted the one wife system, and eschewed
polygam

The book of Mormon also expressly forbids it, page. 125 where
it says, “Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and harken unto the
word of the Lord : for there shall not any man among you have
save it be one wife.”

M.—1I know all this; but the book of Mormon says at the same
place, Forif I will, saith the Lord, raise up seed unto me, I will
command my people otherwise; and now God, through his pro-
phet, has commanded us. otherwise.

P~—And so you have “imagined up unto youxselves a God
that doth vary,” The fault must be.on the side of man, for God
is unchangeable. You misinterpret and misunderstand ‘the hook
of Mormon entirely at that place. - Let the. book of Mormon be
its own expositor about the Lord’s seed: page 182; ‘“And who
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'shall be hig seed? Behold I say unto you, that whosoever has
heard the words of the prophets, yea, all the holy prophets, who
have prophesied ‘concerning the coming of the Lord: I say unto
you, that all those who have harkened unto their words, and be-
lieved that the Lord would redeem his people, and have looked
forward to that day for a remission of their sins: I say unto you
that these are his seed, or they are heirs of the kingdom of God.” ()
Observe the punctuation, also, of the book of Mormon. The
Lord had -just said, “Wherefore this people shall keep my com-
mandments, saith the Lord of hosts, or cursed be the land for
their sakes;” and then says, “For if I will, saith the Lord of
hosts, raise up seed unto me, I will command my people.” He
does not say that he will command his people otherwise than he
has commanded them, but we learn emphatically that if men will
be his seed they must observe his will and keep his command-
ments. He continues, and says, “Otherwise, they shall hearken
unto these things. ' :

What things? They shall be compelled, if they hearken not
unto his commandments, to bear the curse: “Cursed be the land
for their sakes.” On page 126, it is said of the Lamanites that
“they have not forsaken the commandment of the Lord, which
was given unto our fathers, that they should have, save it were
one wife, and concubines’ (or secondary wives) “they should have
none—wherefore, because of this observance in keeping this com-
mandment, the Lord God will not destroy them, but will be mer-
ciful unto them ; and one day theyshall become a blessed people.”
Would you carry a doctrine among the Lamanites which destroyed
the Nephites, cursed the land unto them, and would prove the
same curse to the Lamanites? :

M.—But we have been commanded to do this that we might
attain to glory. :

P.—Your book says “the glory of God s inielligence,” and there
is no intelligence in this thing, but a pandering to the worst pas-
sions of man.. No good can come of it, but only evil continually.
It makes men forsake their first love, and love the things of the
flesh. It makes ‘‘your prophets prophesy falsely ; the priests bear
rule by their means, and the people love to have it so.” But you
need not lay this altogether to your prophet;Joseph; but be care-
ful that the Lord does not “punish the people jfor malking the calf
which Aaron-made.”” Would it not be well for you to cleanse the
ingide of the:platter in Utah before you try the outside, or get any
more flesh into: that cauldron and cesspool of the devil.

. M.—1I think you are a little harsh, but truth is a hard thing to
fight; o I think I will go home, advise our people, and study our
books - more before I go any further.

(@) In addiﬁon :t(i the remarks and quotations of P. on this sub-
ject, we would state that the Lord intimates that he might give
them additional instruction to enable them to train up their chil-
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dren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, so that they
might be more decidedly “his seed”—raized up unto him—a
righteous seed, kéeping all the commandments of God. To be
“his seed” they must “hearken unto these things, and also live by
every additional word that proceedeth from the mouth of God.—
[Ep1ror. :
B

THE WORK OF THE HOLY GHOST IN THE CHURCH.

No. IIL. -

How shall we profit by the teachings of the Spirit unless we fol-
low its teachings ? We can not be following the teachings of the
Spirit if we blindly follow the teachings of men. Of what use is
the Holy Ghost in the hearts of the saints if they are to be led by
men who once held the authority of the priesthood, but have for-
feited it by transgression. As well might the saints have followed
Judas Iscariot after he had betrayed the Lord Jesus, or Balaam
after he had rebélled against the Lord, or Aaron when he caused
Israel to worship a golden calf. If the objection'is presented that
these were isolated individuals who acted in opposition to their
colleagues who had been acting with them in the cause of God, I
would inquire whether the twelve apostles would have been justi-
fied in betraying their Lord when one apostle was condemned for
the act, or whether the idolatry of Israel was justifiable because
the multitude joined in it? If one apostle can fall, so can twelve.
When the prophet Jeremiah foresaw what desolation there would
be in the fold of God-in that day when ¢ the childrén of Tsrael
shall come, they and the children of Judah togetlier,” when *they
shall ask the way to Zion with theéir faces thitherward, saying,
‘come let us join ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant
that shall not be forgotten,’”” then the Lord said, “my people
hath been lost sheep: their shepherds have caused them to go
astray : they have turned them away on the -mountains: they
have gone from mountain to hill: they have forgotten their rest-
ing place,” What language can describe the present condition of
the lost sheep of God’s fold in plainer terms? What ghould the
sheep have done when their shepherds commenced to lead them
astray? The answer-is plain. Jeremiah gives us the answer.
In his prophecy where the Lord says, “cursed be the man that
trusteth in man,” and that he shall inhabit “a salt land,” he also.
says, ‘“ blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose
hope the Lord is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters;
and that spreadeth out her roots by the river,’and shall not see
when heat ¢cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be
careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from™ yielding
fruit.”—Jer. 17 ¢. 7, 8v. It is a glorious consideration that the
prophet foresaw that in that day when the salt land would'be in-
habited -by those -that trusted in man and madé flesh their arm,
that in that day there would be great blessings bestowed on every

www.LatterDayTruth.org



THE \VORI{ OF THE HOLY GHOST IN TIR CHURCIi. 93

man that would trust in the Lord, whose hope the Lord is. There
has been a remunant of saints that have trusted in the Lord, and
have been supplicating the Lord for. the redemption of Zion, while
others have been wasting their substance with riotous living in a
far country. The glorvious blessings that were promised unto the
man that trusteth in the Lord have begun to be realized. The
new organization of the church of Jesus Christ, with all its glori-
ous blessings, is truly “as a tree planted by the waters, and that
- spreadeth out her roots by the river.”” ¢« Who hath heard such a
thing ? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to
bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as
soon as Zion travailed she brought forth her children.”—1Isa. 66c.
8v. The children of Zion—those who did-the will of God, and
continued to ‘““ask in faith, nothing wavering”’—have seen the
work of the Lord revived again. The prophet Micah said, “In
that day, saith the Lord, will I assemble her that halteth, and I
will gather her that is driven out, and her that I have afflicted.”
Micah 4 ¢., 6 v. The supplications of the children of Zion for
her deliverance were foreseen by the ancient prophets. Micah
says, ¢ now why dost thou cry aloud? is there no king in thee? is
thy counsellor perished?”’ This is the plan that has been fol-
lowed by a remnant of the saints, and the result is already glori-
ous to behold. The gifts of the gospel are again restored in
copious showers. When the saints meet together, whether in
general conference, or in a small prayer meeting, the gifts of the
gospel are now manifested. That fervent love which the saints
manifest for each other when they are living in the enjoyment of
the Holy Ghost, is again expericnced, and the virtuous among
men admire the standard of righteousness which has again been
erected against all iniquity, This order is not only taught in the
Bible, but it is the doctrine which is given expressly to thischurch
in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants. 1In arevelation given
March, 1831, sec. 16th, 3 par., speaking to the whole church, the
Lord says: ¢ Ye are commanded in all thing to ask of God, who
giveth liberally, and that which the Spirit testifies unto you, even
so I would that ye should do in all holiness of heart, walking up-
rightly before me, considering the end of your salvation, doing all
things with prayer and thanksgiving, that ye may not be seduced
by evil spirits, or doctrines of devils, or the commandments of
men, for some are of men, and others of devils.” If this revela-
tion had been observed, the saints would not have been deceived,
nor seduced by evil spirits. Having been solemnly warned to put
their trast in the Lord, and to be holy and upright before him,
that they might be delivered, when seducing spirits should come
in amongst them, they are left without excuse who have been over-
thrown by them. The warning voice of the Lord was often man-
ifested to the saints, but many of them disregarded it, so “ he that
being often teproved Hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be de-
stroyed, and that without remedy.” Prov.29¢.,1v.
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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. Tor the Herall.
THE LINEAL PRIESTHOODS.
L« otter from Bro. John E. Page, with edilorial notes annexed.

Bro. SHBEN—T am in receipt of the 1st and 2nd numbers of
your paper, (the “Herald.”) 1 think your article under the head
of *Lineal Priesthood” is rather “mixed.” The book of Doctrine
and Covenants signifies that the office of Priest and Teacher are
appendages of the “Aaronic Priesthood.” If «“Nephi consecrated
his brothers, Jacob and Joseph, Priests and Teachers” of the
Aaronic order (a) pray tell how Neph1 was put in possession of
the Aaronic Priesthood, since that order was confined to the
tribe of Levi, accmdmfr to the Liaw of Moses, Nephi being the
son of Lehi, and Lel;u of the tribe of \Iamsseh, and_ ‘\Ianaeseh of
Joseph in Ewypt

1t the ovder of '\Ielduzedek Priesthood was lineal in the days
of Nephi, Jacob and Joseph, why did not Nephi consecrate that
Priesthood on Jacob and Joseph instead of the Aavonic Priest-
hood.

Again, please tell how it is you make it out that the “conferring
of pl‘ltes from father to son was conferring Priesthood-of any
order, espeeially when we consider that the pxates went through
the hands of one wicked man, (Omni,) and he confened them
(the plates, not priesthood,) upon his son Amaron.” (c)

Again, Shem, the son of Noah, lived 500 years after the flood
he was of course cotemporary with Melchuedek Abram and Igsaze
and aczording to tha dostrine of “lineal pr iesthood” Shem must
have held the keys of the Presidency in the days of Melchizedek,
should not then Melchizedek have received the keys of'r Pxesxdency
from Shem? If so pray tell us how many “fathers” were then
intervening between Melchizedek and Noah, through which Mel-
chizedek received his Priesthood?

Dr. Adam Clarke says that Melchizedek was the person Shem,
and so does the “book of Jesher,” If that isthe truth ofthe case
(and by-the-by his age will warrant the fact) then there were no
“fathers” intervening hetween Shem and his father Noah. (d)

Jorm E. PAGE

(w) The suppo:xtxon that Nephl comccmtecl kis blothels Ja-
coband Joseph to be “priests and teachers of the Aaronic order”
only is unwarrantable. Nephi said, «I \Tephl did consecrate Ja-
cob and Joseph that they should be priests and teachers over the
land of my people.”—B. of M. 73 p. If a priest must of neces-
sity be nothing more than a priest of the Aaronic order, then the
supposition is conwt and even Jesus was nothing more than a
priest of that order, and there is.no difference between ‘priests of
the order of Aaron, and of the order of Melchizedek. ~Jesus is
sometimes called a puest&and sometimes he is called an high priest.

www.LatterDayTruth.org



THE LINEAL PRIESTHOODS, 99

In Heb. v. 6, Paul quotes Psalm cx, 4, and says, “thou art a priest
forever afte1 the order of Melchisedek.” In the 10th verse he is
called “an high priest after the order of Melchizedek.” In Heb.
vii, 11, 15, he is called pnest and Melchisedek is called, “priest
of the most high God.”—Heb. vii, 1, and Gen. xiv, 18,

These. examples show that when a puest is- spoken of it may’
mean a priest of the order of Aaron, or of the order of Melchize-
dek, or a highjpriest of one of these ‘orders. . The words of Nephi
do not mean that he consecrated his brothers to be merely high
priests of the Aaronic order, for he .consectated. them to be teach-
ers also. Is there no difference between a teacher and a priest in
the Aaronic order? Tn 1 Tim. IT, 7, Paul not only speaks of him-
self as an apostle, but as “a teflcher ofthe Gentiles in faith, and
verity.”” The truth is that the greater pr 1e‘=thood mcludes the les-
ser priesthood. In a revelation which was given in November,
1831, we are informed that ‘a high priest of the Mélchirz_edek
priesthood has authority to officiate in all the lesser offices.”—B.
of C, sec. 22, p. 2. As they have authority to officiate in all the
lesser offices. 'the names of the lesser offices are alter nately applied
to them. Jesus was called “the apostle.”’—Heb. III, 1. The
apostle Peter called himself an elder. He said, “the clders W]n(_;h
are among you I exhort, who am also an elder and a witness.”
—1I Peter v, 1. Apostles are also teachers, for not only Paul
called: himself a teacher, but Jesus said unto all of them, “go and
teach all nations” -. The ‘statement that Jacob and Joeeph were
“puests and teachers” does not prove that they were not high
priests any more than the statements that Jesus and Melchizedek
were -priests proves that they were not Ligh priests, or the state-
ments of apostles being elders and teachers, proves that they were
not-apostles. .

The brothers of Nephi are both called priests and tbe) are both
called teachers after the same style of language, because they were
‘high priests they were also prlests and teachers. The testimony of
Jaoob brother of Nephi proves that he was not called and ordained
merely. to the priesthood after the order of. Aaron, for he. says, “I
Jacob, having been called of God, and oidained after the manner.
of his holy ordel -and having been consecrated by my brother Ne-
phi,” &o.—B. of M. p.:73. On p. 264 we are informed that Mel-
chizedek having exercised mighty faith, and received the office of
the high priesthood, according to the ho]y order of God,” &e.

The truth 1s hereby demonstrated that the priesthood 'of Jacob
was the same as the priesthood of Melchizedek, and if this- is. not
“the high -priesthood after the holy order of God " ther¥ “Jesus
was not & piiest forever after the order of Melcluzedek "~ ag Paul
testifies-in Heb. viii, 17.

‘We have not found the office of an. elder mentloned in the B. of
Mormon previous to p. 232, where it is stated that-Alma “ordain-
ed priests-and elders. by laymg on his hands according to the holy
ordei of God.” - -Elders and }ngh priests appear to have been
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generally called pnests John, the Revelator, calls himself and
others by that name in-Rev. I, 6, where he says that “Chrlst hath
made us kings and priests- unto God.””

(b) Nephi held the Aaronic priesthood because it -is meluded
in the Melchizedek priesthood. The Melchizedek priesthood ¢an-
not be held without the Aaronic priesthood. Duties which were
enjoined upon Aaron and his seed:after him throughout:all their
generations were performed by men who held the Melchizedek
pr1esthood from the days of Adam down to the 'days-of Aaron,
and from that time down to the present tune, where and When the
seed of Aaron could not be found.

¢ Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his ﬂ'ock, and of the
fat thereof.”———‘Gén.;i‘v, 4. This was what the Lord commanded
Israel to do in the days of Aaron. See Num. xviii, 17. It was
a commandment which was incorporated with the law of Moses,
but it was. given in Adam’s day, for we are informed that the
«Lord had respect unto Abel and his offering.” Noah performed
the work which 'was enjoined upon Aaron, when he “builded an
altar unto the Lord, and took of every clean beast and of every
clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings.” = As Aaron was com-
manded to receive tithes, so Melchlzedek received tithes. - On-this
subject Paul says, “Levi also who receiveth tithes, paid tithes in -
Abraham.”—Heb. vii, 9. Paul shows very plainly that thig- pre- -
rogative of the priesthood after the order of Aaron belonged: also
to the priesthood of Melchizedek. He says, “they that are of the
sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a com-
mandment to take tithes of the people according to the law, that
is of their brethren, though they come out of the loins of- Abra-
bham ; but he whose descout is not counted from them ‘réceived
tithes of Abraham. "B, 6,v. Abraham built altars and offered
up a burnt offering. Jacob built an altar and “poured a ‘drink
loﬂ’enng,theleon and he poured oil thereon.”—Gen. xxxv, 14.—
This was what God commanded Moses to do after he said unto
him,. “take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother; and his sons with
him, from among the chlldren of Israel, that he may minister un-
to me in the priest’s office.”’—Hx. xxviii, 1. The priest’s office
‘was a previous institution, and Moses held it before and: after the
consecration of Aaron.- Moses previously instituted the passover,
and built an altar, and did many things which afterwards pertain-
“ed-to'the priesthood of Aaron, so Nephi says that his father
“built an-altar of stones, and made an offering unto ‘the Lord.”—
B.of M. 10 p . ‘If Lehi and Nephi did not have authority to per-

form thé dutles which also belonged to the priesthood of Aaron,
how did Elijah obtain that authority when “he repaired the - altar -
of the Lord that was broken down,” (I Kings, xviii,’30,) and " of-
fered a burnt sacrifice thereon -and confounded: the prophets of
of Baal. 'This is the way that Elijah, Lehi, N ephi and - every
priést of the order of Melchizedek were also put in possession” of
he Aaronic priesthood, although they were not of the seed —of
Aaron or of the tribe of Levi. www.LatterDayTruth.org
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(¢) - The plates and the priesthood were handed down together
in lineal order, although Omni says, “I, of myself, am a wicked
man, and I have not kept the statutes and commandments of the
Lord, as T ought to have done.”—B: of M. 145 p. Now it does
not appear from this confession that his wickedness wag so great
that he could not hold the priesthood. = On the contrary, these
are the words of an humble servant of God who does not boast of
his own righteousness, but mourns over the frailties  and failings
of his life. That man, whosoever he may be, who does not mourn
in like manner is unworthy of the priesthood and of celestial glo-
ry. He has not obeyed the gospel. -He hasnot repented of his
sins, Omni says, “I had kept these plates according to the com-
mandments of my fathers.” He could not have kept these plates
according to the commandments of his fathers, if he was an im-
penitent, wicked man, for Nephi said .that he commanded .“that
these plates should be handed down from one generation to anoth-
er, or from one prophet to another.”—51 p. Omni must have
been a prophet, but he could not be a prophet and an impenitent
man at the same time. He was a seer,-or-he would not have
been’' permitted to hold those sacred things. On p. 211 Mormon
makeés mention of the “plates of brass and also the plates of Ne-
phi; and all the things which had been kept and preserved ac-
cording to the commandments of God.” He then states that
king Mosiah translated “the records which were on the plates of
gold, which had been found by the people of Limhi,” and he
translated them by the means of those two stones which were fas-
tened into the two rims of a bow. .

Now these things were prepared from the beginning, and were
handed down from generation to generation, for the purpose of
interpreting languages; and they have been kept and preserved
by the hand of the Lord, thathe should discover to every - crea-
ture who should possess the land, the iniquities and abominations
of his people ; and whosoever has these things is called seer, af-
ter the manner of old times. R
--'We think that we have now shown that Omni was a seer, and
that none but seers were permitted to hold these sacred things.—
If impenitent sinners held them-in those days why should -they
not hold them now? Of what use would they be to such a man?
Truly, that would be casting pearls before swine, - Tf ungodly
men 1n these days were permitted to have all the sacred records,
they:-enjoyed greater privileges than the “choiee seer” and latter
day saints,” for'we are only permitted to have an abridgement of
these records until the day of wickedness is past. =~ @

“'When Alma conferred these sacred things upon his son Hela-
man, he told him to remember “how strict are the commandments
of God,” and he said, “now remember, my son; that God hasen-
trusted you with these things, which are sacred; which he has kept
sacred, and also which he will keep and preserve for a wise pur-
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pose in him, that he may show forth his power unto future gener-
ations. And now behold, I tell you by the spirit of prophecy
that if ye transgress the commandments of God, behold these
things which are sacred shall be taken away from you by the
power of God, and ye shall be delivered up unto Satan, that he
may sift you as chaff before the wind ; butif ye keep the com-
mandments of God, a1nd do with these things which are sacred ac-
- cording to that which the Lord doth command you, (for you must
appeal unto the Lord for all things whatsoever ye must do with
them,) behold no power of earth or hell can take them from you,
for God is pawerful to the fulfilling of all his words ; for he will
fulfil all his promises which he shall make unto you, for he has
fulfilled all his promises which he has made unto our fathers. For
he promised unto them that he would reserve these things for a
wise purpose in him that he might show forth his power unto fu-
ture generations.”—318, 319 p.

From this we learn that Omni did not ‘transgress the com-
mandments of God.” We must therefore understand Omni when
he said, “I am a wicked man,” as we understand the words of
Paul when he said,, “I find then a law, that when I would do
good evil is present with me. For I delight in the law of God af-
ter the inward man.”—Rom. vii, 21, 22.° Comparatively all men -
are wicked., This was what Jesus meant when he said, why call-
est thou me good? There is nonc good but one, that is God’—
Mat. xix, 17. Incontemplation of the spotless purity of God,
the most righteous would be the most disposed to say, “I am a
wicked man.” _ ‘ .

We shall now show that Omni could not confer the plates with-
out the priesthood, although Bro. Page is of a contrary opin-
ion. Nephi, the inventor of the plates of Nephi, held the - priest-
hood and ordained his brother Jacob, as we have shown. Now on
p. 73 where Nephi says, I, Nephi, did consecrate Jacob and Jo-
seph, that they should be priests and teachers over the land of
my people,” he does not say that he did, or would confer. the
plates on either of them, and Jacob, himself, there speaks of his
consecration and ordination unto the holy order of God, by Ne-
phi, but-he says not a word concerning the plates, or sacred
things.. Shall-we infer from their silence on this subject that
Nephi did not confer the sacred things on Jacob? This is the
way that Bro. Page interprets the words of Omni where he says,
concerning the plates, “I conferred them upon my son Amaron.”
His silence concerning the priesthood does notshow that he "did
not confer 7¢ a’so on his son. If it does, however, the silence
of Nephi concerning the plates shows that he did not
confer the plates upon his brother Jacob, but the priesthood
only, but Jacob informs us on p. 121 that Nephi instructed him
concerning the plates, and that he should preserve them and hand
them down unto his seed froni generation to generation. In this
statement of Jacob, which is in his book, he dogs not say  whether
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he had received the priesthood,so we discover that the silence of
Omni concerning the priesthood does not show that he held and
conferred the plates without the priesthood. On 'p..140, Jacob
says, “I said unto ‘my son Enos, take these plates. And I told
him the things'which my brother Nephi had commanded me.”—
He does not say that he conferred the priesthood wupon his son,
but on p. 142, Enos says, “I Enos went about among the people
of Nephi' plophesymg of things to come, and testifying of the
things which-I had heard and seen.”” On the next page he also
says that he preached and prophesied and declared the word “ae-
cording to the truth which is in.Christ,” so he evidently received
the prxesthood from his tather Jacob.

- Einos does not say that he conferred either the priesthood or the
plates on his son Jarom ; and if Bro. Page’s mode of reasoning is
correct, we might say that he did neither of these things, but on
p. 143 Jarom says, “I Jarom, write a few words according to the
commandment of my father Enos, that our gencalogy may be
kept. . And as these plates are small, and as these things are writ-

* ten for the intent of the benefit of our br cthwn, the Lamanites,
wherefore it must needs be that I write a little.” He does not yet
say that he had received the priesthood, but on the next page he
says, “our kings and our leaders were mighty men in the faith of
the Lord; and they tanght the people the ways of the Lord. . .
The prophets, and the puests, and the teachers, did labor dxl-
igently, exhorting with all long suffering, the people to diligence.”
We find, therefore that both the priesthood and the platee were
handed: down Jarom- says, “I deliver these plates into the hands
of my son Omni, that they may be kept according to the com-
mandments of my fathers.” If Omni and all his fathers who held
these sacred things were not inspired men, and men that held the
priesthood, Why have their writings been handed down to us as
“sacred records’ which were ¢ written by way of commandment,

-and algo by the spirit of prophecy -and of revelation.” See the

- preface of the book of Mormon, which was written by the hand of

‘Mormon.” -The record of Omni i is here included, for it is the cn-
tire book and nota part of it that is spoken of therefore. he
wrote by commandment, and by the spirit ofplophecy and. revela-
tion, and must have held the priesthood as well as. his fathers.—
The book of Omni contains his record and the records of his. lin-
eal successors, Amaron, Chemish, Abinadom and. Amaleki. Awm-
aleki having no seed, dehveled up the plates ~unto king . ‘Benja-
min. Annexed to the book of Omni is the book which is called
“the Words of Mormon,” where Mormon commences with some
remarks concerning the preceding part of the book of Mormon.—
He says, “I searched among the records which had been- deliver-
ed into my hands, and found" these plates which contained this
small account of the prophets, from Jacob down-to the 1e1gn of
this king Benjamin ; and also many of the words of Nephi.”

The f‘oxegomg part of the book of Moxmon contains first, “ma-
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ny of the words of Nephi,” then follows “this small account” of
his lineal successors which we have been quoting from., As Mor-
mon describes “this small account,” as “this small account of the
prophets,” Omni is one of the writers of this small. account, and ig " -
called a prophet, and all of them are. p1ophets according to thl‘i
testimony of Mormon,

From the time of king Benjamin to M010n1 the hlstory is not
so brief. There is, therefore, a more particular account of the
priesthood of those who held the plates and other sacred things.
King Benjamin “consecrated his- son Mosiah” and “appointed
puests to teach the people.”—164 p. He must have received the

priesthood with the plates from Amaleki, King Mosiah gave un- -

to Alma power to ordain priests and teachers and “the authority
over the church.” In like manner we might show that the au-
thority of the priesthood, and the presidency thereof, was -always
held by that man on whom the sacred . things were. conferred.—
The B. of Mormon informs us that no man can have a greater. gift
than that which is bestowed upon scers. ‘A seer i3 greater than
a prophet.” See 169 p.

(d) We have no doubt that Shem was called Melchizedek, and

that there were no fathers between him ‘and Noah, neither does-the
revelation say that there were, but that he received it thlougn
the lineage of his fathers, through Noah, Enoch and Adam: The
style of God’s revelation in the Bible, Book of Mormon B. of Cov.
is not always conformable to the style of men. The Bible speaks
of “the Most High” and “the Most High God,” but the laws. of
the schools condemn the style ‘as ungrammatical, so also they
condemn many phrages and words. A doctrine may be true, -al-
though it may be expressed in a style that crities may reject.. .

el G Yoo

Frox var West AND East we have received from  time to
time information that is caleulated to gladden the hearts of the
saints; The ministry of Bro. K. C. Briggs in Towa is ereating “a
lively interest, attended with great suceess, aided by Bros. John
‘Mo Intosh, Gieo. Morey, Leland and others, From Bro. Buruley,
Erie Co., Pa we have received information that he and’ others’in
that region haVe held on to the faith, and he hasbeen pmachmv
zealously the old “doctrine, In Illmom and - other regions -the
W01k is, 'movmcr onward e ' o
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THE ANNUAL GONFERENGE of the. Chmch of Jesus Clmst of
Latter Day: Saints will be held at Amboy, Lee Co., IlL, to- con-
tinue four da} s, commencing: Apnl 6th, 1860
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. -seph Smith, Jr., occupies the position which his father once held.

. Trom The Amboy (T1L.) Times.
THE MORMON CONFERENCE.
We devote considerable space to the proceedings of this body,
believing that they are of great importance to us, even as a na-

tion. There is a-great body of these people scattered through .-

the States, who, unwilling to follow the fortunes and doctrines of
Brigham Young, have heen quietly waiting for the time to come
when they could organize under a lineal descendant of Joseph
Smith, as their prophet. That time has at length arrived. dJo

A'new'era in the history of Mormonism has dawned—an era !
which we hope will greatly improve the name of this despised
people.

Whatever ideas we may entertain in relation to the doctrines of the
Mormons, we must look with approbation and satisfaction upon

“any movement on their part which looks towards aladlcal reform-

ation in their practices as a people.

Tormany years past Brigham Young has been looked upon
as the the embodiment of Mormonism, and those professing to
be Mormons have been regarded as no betier than he. Hence-
forth, they, or at least one branch of them, are to be judged by a
different standard, The eyes of the world will now be turned up-
on young Joseph. Hitherto this man has borne a good name.~—
His talents are of no mean order; and it is earnestly to be hoped

- that he will use them for good and not a bad purpose.

' SamueliPowexs and Edmund C. Briggs.

We give a correct report of Mr., Smith’s  remarks, p1ev1ous tos

his acceptance and ordmatlon by the chureh, —the only rehable-j@;
report yet-published.

The annual conference of the “Chmch of Jesus Ch] ist of Lat-
ter Day Saints!” assembled in this clty on the’ 6th 1nst at 10 o’-

Joek A, M.

The confelence mgamzed by callmg Zenos ‘H. Gurley to the
chair and appointing' Wm. Marks assistant.
~The forenoon was spent . in preaching by Zienos- H. G‘ruﬂey,
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THE MORMON CONFERENCE.

, The_ ermons Were devoted principally to settmg forth theirpe-
" euliar doctrines and deﬁmng the differehice between their branch
f the church and that represented by Brigham Young. - They
“profess, and we believe with the utmost sincerivy, to hold in’utter
,_,-‘abhonen‘ce the wicked ‘doctfines and practices of Bl‘lghar‘n
Itis claimed that the greatbody of the Mormon people aré scat-
tered through the several States, and that a prophet, by lineage, -
vill call'together the scattered fragments and unite bhem into a
cgrand: whole. v ~ : :

RET Y AFTERNOON SESSION, ~
Acc ;’"»c'lmg to adjour nment the Conference assembled at 1:30.

.. Horace Bartlett; Frederick Squires and J oseph Robinson' signi
'ﬁed, eir desires and united with the organization.

Joseph Smith, jr, then came forward, when M‘, Gurley said—
¢1 present to you, my brethren, Josenh Smith.”
Mi. Smith then spoke as follows ¢

- %1 would say to you, brethren, %as I hope. you mqy be, arrd-in

' fal!ﬁh 1 trust you are,) as a people that God has promised his bles<
g8.upon, 1 came not here of myself, but by the-influence of the
pirit, - :For some time past I have received mamfestatxons pomt-
ng to the. position. which T .am about to assume. " -
ishfo say that I Lave come here not to be dictated by any
n ot det of men. "I have come in obedience to a power not my
own, and-shall be dictated by the power that sent me.
God works by means best known. to himself, and I f'ee] that for
ime past He has been pointing out a woxk for me'to do.
two or three years past .deputations have been. waiting of’
-me, urging me to assume the responsibilities of the; leader slnp of
.the chureh, but T have answered each and every onel ‘of them Lhab_
-1did not wxsh to trifle with the faith of the. people. :
Ldo not, propose to assume this po:altlon in order to- amass
Yrealth out of i, ‘neither have I sought it as a profit.
"I know opinions are various in relation to these matters. I haver
';convelsed with those who told mev_t,hey would not hesitate one
Inoment in assuming the-high and‘powerful posmon as the leader
- of this people But I'have been-well aware of the motives which
o mxght be. ascubed to me=—motives of various kindg, at the founda-
~tion of all of which is selfishness, should I come forth to stavxd in
—r,tbe place where my father stood.

i have believed that should I come without the guarantee of the

ﬁeople, should be received in blindness, and would be liable to.

~'be.accused of false motives.. Neither would I come to you with-

iout receiving favor from my Heavenly Father. o
T have endeavored as far as possible, to keep myself unblased
~ _I never conversed with J. J, Strang, for in those days T was but
a boy, and in'fact am now but a boy. I had not acquired a suf-
- ficient knowledge of men to be capa.ble of\ de\aklmgf)mysele,ngetbmg
G A["asme the feadxng of oﬁhers. o
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- There is but one pr mcxple taught by the leaders of zmy factwn
of this people that I hold in.utter:abhorrence. ~That is a princi-
ple-taught by Brigham Young and those believingin him, I have ..
been’ told that my father taught such doctrines. "1 have neverbes
lieved.it and never can oeheve it. 1 such things were done, then
I believe they never were done by Divine: authority. I behcve
my father was a good man, and agood man neyer coyld, have pro-
mulgated such doetyi ines. - ‘

I believe in the dectrines of honesty and truth, The Blb1e con-A*':sw )

.tains such doctrines, and- so does the Book of Mormon and the
Book of’ Covenant%, which are auxiliaries to the Blble R

I have my: peculiar notiops in regard to revelations, but am
happy to say that they accord with those I am to dxqoemte with,
at least ‘those of them with Wwhomi T have conversed.. Tam not
very conversant with those books, (pointing to a volume before
him,) not so conversant as I should beand will be. Tletime has\
been when the thought that I should assume. the leadership of this
people, was so repulsive to me, that it seemed as if the lzhmm could
never be possible.

* The (,hancre in my feehngﬂ came glowly, _and I'did not suﬂ'er
myself to be influenced by extraneous circumstances, and have
never read the numerous works sent me which had g bear’mg on’
this subject, for fear they might éntice me into wrong doing. - It
is.my deterniination to do no’ht and let Hedven take care of. the
result. . Thus I come to you “tree from anv taint of seutanamsm,,;
taints from thoughts of the varied minds J1 have come in cantacbf
with ; and thus hope to be able to bulld Up my own 1eputatlon as’

a man. : ol

It has been said that a Mormon elder, though but : a
possassed a power uncqualled by almost any other preac]
drises- from a depth of focling, and the earnestness with whioh
believe. the ddetrines they tna,ch s and it is this fegling t,h
not wish to trifle with. ' :

I know ‘that Bn«rlmm Youno* is considered a mapn of talent,, bv
gsome a bold and fmtunate man, and by others -an unsm'upulouh
and bad man, accordingly as circumstances differ,

Should you take me as a leader, I propose that all.should be
dealt by in mercy; open as to Gentlle or Jew, but I ask not to’ be
received except as by the ordinances of the (,hulch_ .

Some, Who had ought to know the proprieties of the church
have told me that no certain form was necessary in: ‘order for me
to assume the leadership—that the position came by right of line-
age, yet I know that if I attempted to lead as a plophet by these
considerations, and not by a call from Heaven, men would not be.
led to.believe. who do not believe now.. And so I have come ot
of iy own. dictation to this saered office.

“ 1 believe that 'we owe duties.to our country and to soclety and
aré amenable to the laws of the land, and have always consldered
it my duty to act upon this puncxple ‘and T Ldbks%yﬁzh% mong’
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where I live I have as many good and true friends.as I
among. those of’ any society.
i The people of Hanooek Co. have been strongly anti- Mormon,
and ‘theré I know ‘of no enemies. ~ T. ‘have been” engaged in busi-
Jess, with anti- Mormons I have mingled with ther, and have not
only been obhged not. to make any remarks Wlnch 11'11th gne of
Afenee, ‘but.also to smother my own-feelings, if I had- any. I hold
1o enmity to any’ ‘Taap’ Tiving who has- fought thiis doctune, nor do
T know .any who ho]d enmny towardsme, 1 hope there are none.
n, ¢onclugion, I will comé lo you if’ you will receive me, give
my’ ability, agd the mﬂuenee my name may bring, togethel with
what lictle power I possess, and Itr nst by your prayers gni faith
5 be ed. - ’ selt y mulgate no. doetune that
3ha11' ot-be approv ed by you, or th ode of good morals.

i - my short-comings, but 1 trust as a leader T shall donoth-
“astray, IfT do so, T shall expect condemnation, for I
‘that this people, gove’ ned by the same pohcy, would
, 'se than they b thVB Bngham Young bcfme, for I would
§ 'holly'*desel ted.

LA -gentleman from Utah informg me that a m‘gouty of Bl‘lgham
Young 8 people were 1estwe—not satlehed with their condition-—
bt dared gay, nothing. ‘That those who preached and those who
Gel i is teachings were, in 1ea11ty, the ald fogles of the 1nst1-

the younger tdk\illg a dlﬁ"elent view of matters.
{ eare to say any more at pleqent but will smlply add
the: same Spmt whwh prompts my goming, plompts also»
: ovn, Dam w1th you B

vote -
, rley. then spid —-“Brothel Joseph, I preqent thls ohurph
~ ,1‘,0 you in the name ot Jesus Chrigt.” . B
R o Whld) Mr. Smith responded as follows : —‘,‘ May God grant,
- 4n His. ihfinite mer cy-that I may mnever do anythmg to forfeit the
[igh trast conﬁded 1o me. J pray that He may grant to us power.
o recall the scattered ones of Israel, and I ask your playels o

Isaac Sheen then led i in prayer. ‘
,rJ‘hen followéd the mdmauon of J oqeph Smlth as Prcs:dent of
the High' Pnesthood
These ceremonies };.rere e'unest and | 1mproqswe, and when they*
Wele ,'om loted almost the entiré congr egation were in tears,
cidelman, mother of Joseph was then ploposed and
ced’ with the (,hur(,h

: Oonfelence thon prooeeded to elect and ordam bhe follow—l
g s of the ngh Counoll :

John C. Gaylord,” Wi Aldrich; Geo. Mor ey ‘Edwin Cadwel],
Calv_m Beebe, Jmcob Doan, Ohvel P. Dunham, Zienos. Whltcomb
Lv q l ) Wmt}no D, {md air drew Gr

Jay ’Flul 1Org: -
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The. acting President .then stated for the benefit of’ those not'
be]onqmq to the Mmmon church, that these councllmen were a,
jury “for. cliurch matters, and, w1th ‘their president, settled all dift
fenenccs between membes, et(, etc,,—that one-half always acted
in behalf of the church, and the other for the accused..  To't e
‘termme in whoqe ‘behalf each should act, lots were cast, and those
ge‘tmng odd numbérs would always act f01 the chmcb and’ those
gept;ng even for the accused. : .
"~ Lots were thep cast with the f'ollowmg 1esult e
“Gaylord 7 Aldriech 0 712 Moxey o 9_

. Cadwell 8  Beebe 4 Doan . 1.
Dunbham . 5 thteomb 27 Hewitt . 11 .
“Webster . 3 Blair © 10 Jackson, ‘65.

isagc Sheen was then eleoted and ordained Pleqdenb ofathe
-Hwh Priests’ Quoirum.
Then followed the elect,m;l of the seven P1 emdents Qf_
rum of Seventiés, and the. follomng ‘named. pe;sons “were
Jas. Blakeslee, Edmund €. Briggs, Crowell Lanmph
Morton, Alehlba]éi Wilsey, Geo. Rarick, John A. Ml
! The ﬁn st ﬁve were mdamed ‘the two latte3 bemg absent. et
8. J."Stone was elected apd ordained Pr emdent of the Q,uomm
of Eldel 8. ,
" Israel L. Rog‘ers was elected as Blshop of the chur ch
dhe remainder of the aftcmoon was spent in. Rleauhmg
prayer meeting was held in the evening. *
Apru Trm. —-—-st ael L. Rogers was or dained as Blsho"
1s vested the PLesulency of the Aaronic Pr 1eSLhood
(:remge Rauek was alsQ mdamed as P1es1den‘o of the
of Seventies, :
A list of names was here handed to the Plophet of P )
: be dismembered, but he objected to haying action on. the matter,
on grounds of (,haut R
~The Sabbath was spent in pleachlng and admmlstexmg'the Qr:
dmanoe of baptlsm o ‘

MINUTES OI‘ CONFERENCE

The Confelence of the Chmch of Jesus (Jhnqt of' L‘Lttel E*Ly’
Samts, was held in Amboy, Lee (;o 11I,, commencing. Apul 6th,,3
1860, at 10 o’clock A. M. :
On Motion, Bro. Zenos H, Guxley was chosen Pl es1dent of the
Conference; and Bro, Wm, Marks, Assistant Pxe%xdenu. AnchW
G. Jackqon and Isaac Shéen were chosen Clerks. .0 v
‘Bro. Zenos, H: Gurley preached on the apostacy . of the church
Bro, Samuel Powers preached on the characteristics of the. ‘gospel,

of Jesus Christ, and the -order of  the. cluuch w]}fn 1timund Qe
Bllggs pre eached on, the ploclamamon of the’ gos 'the howe -
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t of God’s 1udgment should come, and on the apoqtqcy in the Jast
i ‘days After singing and prayer Confelence adjourned.
:At1 o’'clock P. M. Conterence met. After singing, and prayer
va Bro. Wllsev an addness was deliver ed b) Bro. Zenos H. Gur-
""le), and he lnvn:ed thoqe who desired to nnite with the church to
do so.  Bros. Horace Bartlett, Frederick Squires.and Joseph Rob-
mson were then received into the church. Bro. Joseph Smith,
it then came for ward, when Bro. Gurley said, “T present to vou,
my br ethlen, Joseph' Srmth ?  Bro. Joseph then deliver ed his ad-
dress.

On motion of Isaac Sheen, Bro. Joseph Smith was unammouqu
chosen President and ‘Prophet of the Church of Jesug Christ of
Lattér-Day Saints, and successor of his father. Brother Joseph
Smith delivered an address in which he made known his willings
ness.to act in the office to which he was appointed. Isaac Sheen
offered up a prayer in behalf of the prophet, and his mother and.
brethxeu, and the saints in bondage in Utah,

On motion, Sister Emma Beidelman, the mother of the prophet,
was recewed into the church by a unanimous vote.

On motion, Bro. Josepl Smith was ordained to the oﬂice of
Prsident of ‘the Melchisedek priesthood.

On motion, Bros. John C. Gaylord, Wm. Aldrich, Geo Mmey,
Edwin Cadwell, Calvin Beebee, Jacob Doan, Oliver P. Dunham,
Zeénos Whitcomb, Lyman- Hewnt Dwight Webster, Wmthlop .
Blair, Andrew G. Ja(,kson, were unammously r1ppomted tobe mem-
bers of the High Council of the church. Bros. Wm. Marks and.
Zenos H. Gullev ordained the six first mentioned, and Bros, W.’
W. Blair and'Samuel Powers ordained the six last‘, mentioned: to
the High Council.

- “Isaac'Sheen was ordained to the Presidency of the ngh Pri 1ests ,
.Qum um, by Bros. Wm. Marks and W, W, Blair, = =~ ’
- Bros. James Blakeslee, dmund C. Briggs, Crowell G. Lam-'
: -ph1e1 Wm. D. Morton and Archibald Wilsey were ordained to'be
“ Presidents in the quorum of Seventies, by Bros. Z. H. Gurley and

" Samuel Powers.

On motion, Bros. Geo. Rarick and Jno. A. McIntosh were cho-
sen to be Presidents in the quorum of Seventies.
.On Motion, Byo. Stephen J. Stone was elected to be the Presi-

- dent of the Eldels quorum, and was ordained by Bras. Wmn.

Marks and Z. H. Gurley. Bro, Israel L. Rogers was elected to be
‘the Bxshop of the church. - Adjourned to meet at 7 o’clock P, M.
7 o’clock P. M.—Conference met. A prayer meeting was held
When the gifts of the gospel were manifested in great powel. “
Adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock A. M., to- monow :
Apr1L 7TrH—Conference met. R
Aftex glorious manifestations of the Spirit, in the glft of proph-.
ecy, tongues and exhortation, Bro. Israel L. Rogers was ordained
to be a High Priest and BlShOp of the chiireh,’ %‘)3‘9 BY6S, W, W.
Blair, Z, H. Gurley and Samuel Powers. . Bro, Geo. Rarick ‘was
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~ ordained to.-be a P1es1dent in the quorum of beventxes by Bros,
Gulley and Marks.. S

Bro. Joseph Smith spoke in favor of the e&;exoxse of chau
forbeayance towards backsliders. :

‘Bio. W. W. Blair preached from Isaiah 29c., on the c(mnng
forth of the Book of Mormon. Isaac Sheen spoke also on the
~same subject. Adjourned until afternoon, '

_Conference ' met’ pursuant to adjournment. - Bro; Samuel Pow-
ers preached on the first principles of the gospel.  Bro.: Gmley
preached on the same subJect and on the gathering. of 151 ael.- Ad-
journed to meet at 7 o’clock P. M.
 Conference met.. A prayer meetmg was held, in thh the
gifts of the gOSpel were manifested in great power? Ad,)ou'rned
to meet at 9 o’nlock next day.

. April.8th.—Conference met. . Bros. Archibald VVrlsey amd JdS.
Bla,keslee preached on the need of continual revelations, and on
the first principles of the. gospel. Adjourned to 0 slock P M.

-In the afternoon, baptism was administered in the presence of'a
: lalge con(rlewatlon, who were preached to by Bro. Jas. Blakeslee.

7 o’clock P. M. —A prayer meeting was held, and much instruc-
tior. wag:received by -the manifestations of the §p1ut through the
gifts of.the gospel, ~Four persons were conﬁlmed Who lnd‘ been
baptlzed in the afternoon. . Cei g

. Bro. George Blakeslee wis mdamed an melder,

Ad]oumea until to-morrow at 9 o’clock A. M.

ArriL 9ra.—Conference met, -Reports were plesentéd from
the following branches of the church: Belvidere, Little River and
Franklin, Upion Grove and Galland’s Grove, Towa; Sandwich,
Batavia and Amboy, Tll.; Galien, Mich. ; Blanchaldnlle, Wxs., \
and. ‘many others which we are not prepared to mentiom.

A Special Conference was appointed to be held at Gouncﬂ:

Bluff City, Iowa, commencing June 1, 1860, At the same time & -
two ‘days’ meeting is to be held at Sandwmh DeKalb Co., I1l,.. -
. Bros. Joseph Smith, Zenos . Gurley, Wm Marks and B O
Briggs, are expected to be at the Conference at Council Bluffs.
“Bros; W, W. Blair and James Blakeslee were appointed to- go
on a mission to the east. The saints in Indiapa and Ohio, and:

farther east, who have a desire that they should visit them, are re-

quested to makc it known unto us. Bros. Samuel Powers, John:

Landers, and others not remembered, were appointed onmissions.
. L. D. Rogers was or dained President of the Deacons’ quorum:.,;
. Bro. Chfules Wllhams was ordained President of the "Teachers’

qum am. AdJouxned ISAAO SHEEN CLERK.

' - JI, s 2

RO FRUITS OF TRANSGRESSION ’
R - NO. IL o
In our remarks on polycralny, we have sh\quglﬁmn\ %, ) “,,QOk Of L
Qovenantb, that the saints were commanded to repent an remenms:
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" ber'the Book of Mormon.  Now let‘us:look at the conséquences
which the Lord declared would result from not doing ac¢cording
Which was written.. =~ -~ : o
he great importance of this revelation induces us to dill your
“attention to itmore particularly. The Lord says, “your minds in’
times past-have been. darkerned because of unbelief,-and bécause
you' have treated lightly the things you have received, which vani-’
ty and unbeliéf hath brought the whole church under condemna-’
tion: - And this-condemnation resteth upon' the children of Zion,
evén all ; and they shall remain under this co®demnation until they
fépent and remember the Book of Mornion and the fornier com-
martdments which I have given' themy, nof only to say, but to do’
#igcording’ to that which I havé writtén, {hat they may bring'forth
fiiit meet for theif Father’s kingdoifi; otherwise there remainiéth’
§ scourge and a jidgmens to be ponred out u};‘mn the children of,
Zlotr 5 for shall thie children of fhe kingdom polute my holy land?
Verily T day unto’fou, nay.” B, of C. 4: 8. This revelatioh'was’
given in'Sept.. 1832, which was many years before it was boldly
declared by polygamists that the law in the Bodk of Mormos'con-’
éérning polygamy i not bindifig upon us. L
Tt by n¥erely treating lightly the things whichthe saints hdd re-
deived, brought “the whole ¢hurch under condemnation;’ how
.+ 1ilith grédter condémnation have they brough# themselves,duder
- by teachiiyy and practicing in ' opposition to th& Book of Mérmon
o1i’ this subject,? - If treating those things lightly which hid becn
re¢éived was such a grievous sin, hoW much greater is theit trans-
gression”who say that the Book of Mormon is no bettef than an
old-Almanac? - If it is'necessary noot only to say, but £ do'de-
dordini to that which wis written, thit “they may bring féith fruis
- nieet for their Father’s Kingdom,” how ean they * bring for'th:fruit
. Afdeet, for théir Father’s kingdom,” who not only say, bdt' g6’ ent

. fifely contraty to that which is written ?

Will any person who professes to be a Latfer-Day Saint deny
- that “’4 geourge and a judgment? has’ been pgured out upbit 'the
- children of Zion? It their sufferings and affiictions foi' th¥last:
T4 yeard a¥e'not a scotirge and a judgment, we are unable to'form'

. #ny‘idea’ of 'such a visitation. Th@’ pouring out of thi# sediirge -
‘4 and judgrndent, proves the truth of this revelation. It & revela-
. tion whidh- was fulfiléd in less thail a year ‘from the time that it

was givep;'but during the last 14 years, thousands of - thié children
of' Ziow have béen sufféiing under a’continued ¢ scourge and'jiidg-
rient,” ahd their yoke and their bondage at thiis time 1§ far Worse
than the yoke-ahd bondage of many, yea, very many negro slaves.

If the childrenjof Zion did- continne to “remember’ the new
¢ovenant, ¢ e :Book of Mormon and. the former commiand-
ments” notonly ‘to say, but to do according to that which’ the
Lord had written, why have these scourges atid judgmeiits dome
upon thiem 2 If these evils were 'to' come upoiittherd rith-they did:
notobey this' cotitmandment, they are evidertly reaping: the hars




FRUITS OF TRANSGRESSION. "1’09

vest of tares which they have sown. They havé“shaled in. the E
univeisal fate. of all thei ccessors in Israel who turned asu:'le
fron' the: holy command which were given unto them.
speedy and’ terrible judgments which have been visited upg
¢hildren’ of Zion are characteristic of God’s deahngs t
Tsrael in'all'ages when they were rebellious. .

“Whilst these scourges prove that the children of Zlon ar
trans«rresuon, it shows also tlie necessity of réturning' uiito the’
Lord ﬂ"om1 ‘whont they have strayed. Remeniber, now, evén now,:
Befors'if is tooTate, the new covenant, even the Book "of Mor mo'
abd” thi for m‘el"commandments : Bn;tel infleed have been: the’
fraits of yout transgressiofr. You have drank the dregs of the" -
dup’of sOrrow, even as thie Nephites djd, for the Lord said unto'.
them, %1 will:ot suffer, saith the Tord: of Hosts, that the cries of
the fair daughiters of this people, which I have’ fed out of the land-
of: Jerusalem shall come up unto me, against thé:inen of my people,
saith the Lond of Hosts; for they shall rot lead away captive the'
daughters of my people becatise of theilr tendemebs, save I sh:
Visit them with a soré" curse, even unto’ destruction.” “B: of My
Jacob'%-: 6; This is’ the pomon of polygamous and: addlferotis
people’ who* “ depart from the faith, giving héed to“sediucing
S‘p‘iuts and ﬁpctxlrle§ of devils,” You that have not rencurced
this iniquity should’ treasure’dp in your minds the additional ad’_
mibiition of Facob the brother of Nephf, who says, “reme
your children; how that ye'have’ o ieved their hearts’ beoaus
the example ‘that ye have set before tnem, and also, ren
that ye may, because of your filthiness, bring your child
destruetion, and their sins be heaped upen your heads a
day,” 10 p ar. We appea? unto all people who have witnessed
the’ effect: which las been: produced on‘the social, moral, poht

and religious contlition of Utah, whether that eondmon does not
co"x‘m}lde with the condition of the Nephltcs as it is recorded i, «
thé Book of Mori iton, Thig is the scourge and judgment which:
has been poured out upon theiii because they would not reriiemb
tie Book of Morion, to say and to do 'xccmdmg to that Whlch“"
Was written therein.

'In a revelation' given Maréh, 1833. (B. of C. 85: 2,) the Lmd
said uﬁto Joseph; “verily I'say unto you, the keys of lhlS king-
dom shall never be taken from you, whilst thou art in thie world
neither’. in the world to come; nevertheless, through you Sh‘tll o
the oracles be given to another; yea even unto the chuu,h And
all they who receive the oricles of God, let them beware ow they
hold - them, lest’ they are atcounted as' @ light thing, and are
Brought under condemnation’ thereby ; aiid stumble and fall when’
the' storing’ descend, and the wmds blow and the rains descend
and beat upon their house.” In Walkeét’s Dx(,t}bnm'y the main. "
‘deﬁmtxon of ‘the word “oracle” is “gométhing “delivered by su-
pernatural wisdom:? The Book of Motiwon-atidall thorrevela-
tions of.God are: ewdently the oracles of Giod, and' those Who have'
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. freated -themglightly, have stumbled and fallen,; for the storms
which were foretold in this revela ve descended; the winds
%ihave blowed, and the rains have ded and beatupon their
. .These Yepeated warnings havé been disregarded. - The
s which have descended have taken them by surprise.. They
ve acted as if they supposed that God was a liar, or.that they
v _following, cunningly devised fables. The ordeal. through
“which the Liord hathled his people has been entirely in opposition
‘10 their precouceived notions, so they concluded that they.had
embraced a delusion. Their delusion was i thessupposition thas
while they treated the oracles of God as a light thing, they were
-, qualified to understand {hem, and the course which God. had
- promised to lead his people. They'did not consider that they
were uunder condemnation” because they treated lightly the. holy
oracles and the blessings of the kingdom of God. They did not
consider that by their transgressions their minds had become,dark-
ened, and that God’s Spirit was driven from thew minds; wlhere-
by, alone, they could .understand the workings of God’s mighty
power in the salvation of Zion. @, : o
- The last clause in this section contains important information
¢oneerning the universal righteousness which must be in Zion be-
fore she can “overcome” and be “clean” before the Lord. The
Liord says, ¢ your bréthren in Zion begin to repent,“ind the an-
gels'rejoice over them ; nevertheless; [ am not well pleased with
- many things, and I am not well: pleased with my servant, Wm,
E..McLelin, neither with my servant Sidney Gilbert; and, the
bishop also ; but verily I say unto you, that I the Lord will con-
- tend with Zion and plead with her strong ones, and chasten her,
" until she overcomes and is clean before me; for she shall not.be
removed out of her place.” The transgression of some, not of all,
1s presented Diefe as a reason why “the Lord will contend with.
. Zion and plead with her strong ones, and chasten her.” "It is,
~ “therefore, incumbent on the‘church to see that no unworthy mem-
“ “bers are suffered to remain among them. The neglect of' this im«
~+ portant duty was attended with the most destructive consequences
in the old organization. In uletter of the prophet Joseph to the
saints in Missouri, dated Dec. 10, 1833, he says, “ When 1 con-
template upon all things that have been manifested, I am sensible.
that I oughg not to murmur, and do not-murmur, only this,. that
those who are innocent are compélled to suffer for, 15}'\'65,inicj.l‘li?t;}euséi
of the guilty, and I ¢annot account for this only on this wise, that,
the saying of the Savior has not been strictly observed : ¢If: thy.
right eye offend thee, pluck it out and cast it from thee, or if Ahyr
1ight arm offerd thee, cut it off and cast it from thee.”” Now,, ther
fact is, if any of the membérs of our bodies aie disordered, the.
. restof our body:will be affected with them, a'nd,vthen.all’iis,bifduglit‘;t
- Into bondage together, and yet notwithstanding all this, if is with,
difficulty that 1 can testrain my feelings, when I kriow uqh%;tyou,,

LU WWW

oy bfet_h’i'en,'vjiﬂ% Wwhom I have had so many hLail)lf)ly Li'\lpults,;51tp1-ngg
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4 it were in heavenly places in Christ J esus; and also havmg the
witniess which I feelyand ever have felt, of the purity.of ‘your
tives, are cast out and, ale'as strangers and pilgrims on tb
éxnosed to' hunger, cold ‘nakedness, peril, sword &e.,.
I contemplate thxs, it is With difficulty that I can keep
plaining and murmuring against this dispensation’;
blble that this ig not 110*ht and may God grant that, notwi
g your giteat afﬂlctlons "and sufferings, there may not, anythmg'
geparate us from’ the love of thlst ”——See Times and Se"
June é5 1845,

Here is a presentation’ of the cause which préduced, the,
persecutions and afflictions in Zion ‘in 1838, If we do.not ¢
wisdom by past experience we shall be uhder much gl‘eater cor
demnation than the guilty at that time, for their experience in re-
ference to the dealmgs of God towards his people wis’ very'
ghort, but we have the experience of about 80° years to démon-
strate to us that God’s 1‘equ1rements ard’ as strict toawards his.
people in this age as they were-in ancieiit times, and. thathxq‘
chastisements for theif transgressions are as severe. Paul says
that Christ “loved the church and gave himself for it that he
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the
Wmd that he mlght present it to himself a glorious church, not
havma‘ spot or wrinkle, or any such thmq, but, that it should be"
holy and without blemish.” Phil. 5 : 25-27. This is the standard ¢
to which the church must attain- before it can be préps 1ed for the
glovy of Zion, i
It was transgression among the saints’ which prev nted them
from bmldmg a temple in Zion. In arevelation givendune, 1883,
(B. of U, 9671, 2,) the Lord says, “ye must needs. be oh‘tsmsed
and stand rebuked befme my face, for ye have sinned agamst nie:
a very gnévouq sin, in that ve have not consideréd the gleat COont-
mandnment in all ﬁhmgq that I have’ Q,IVbrl unto you, concel‘mng th
building of mine house for the preparation’ wherewith T de_si n ¢
pr epal“e nine apostles to prutie my vineyard for the'last time, hat
I may bring to pass my strange act, that [ mayIpour out iy Spn it
upon’ all flesh, ® #* Venl I say unto you, I gave unto. you's
commandment, that youishould build an house, in the' which’ house
I design to endow those whom I-have chosen with power'from on
high's: for this is the promise of the Father unto you; theréfore T
command you to tarry, even as mine apoqtles at Jerusalem ;' ¢ ‘v-{
ertheless my servants sinned a very grievous siny and’ contentlons
arose in the school of the prophets which was vely grievous unto
me saith your Loid; therefore I sent theni forth to be chastened,”
Every’ religious denomina,tloﬁ whether théy are called Ohnstlans;
“ Pagans-or¥ Mahomedans, who' ate not established on’ the faitli of
the gospel of Christ, can build temples and houses of ‘worship, but

t is'mof su With the Chur ch of Jesus Clirist. . Transgression among
the saints,” which would be accounted as nothing among other
sects; not on*ly&prevented theut from building’'d Hotis ) ot theLotd,,
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but the Lord sent {Rem for th to. be chastened. e suffered thei#
encinies to drive them out of Zion. Truly, God dealeth not, so
y . other’people. Théy can build churches and say unto
le, “ cone unto -us, and for your money we will- for give
They can make mer chandlse of the qouh of mefty

: -;Theu templea “with all their abommatlons hfwe many of
fhiein, stood for many generations, but the saints‘could not ‘build
2 temple when God commanded them ‘because they had not cors
gideréd the great commandment in all tbmge and because “ con-
tentions arose in the school of the prophets.” &

_ How striking is the differefice between the dealmds of God Wltfx
his'church and the sects and people of the world. This difference
ghows which is the church of Christ, and whether the membels
thereof are Walkmg in obedience to the commandments given unto
thern, The saints were not only required to keep the command-
filents of Grod before they could build ahouse unto him, but it was
_ feqmsxte that they should continue to do so, otherwise they failed
in obtaining the expected blessings, This ‘doctrine is set forth in
& revelation given Aug., 1833, (3. of C. 82: 4,) where the Lord
says; “imasmuch as my people build an house unto me, in the
name of the Lord, and do not euffer any unclean thing to come into
it, that it be not defiled, my glory shall rest upon it, and all
t’he pure in heart that’ bhall come into it, shall seec God 5. but if it -
be defiled I will not come into it, and my glovy shall not be there,
for' I Will not come into unholy temples # “Plhe Lord has not only -
declared that he will not suffer his glory to come into unholy tem-
ple° that hﬁve been built unto his name and bave been defiled, but
he declared in a revelation given in Kirtland, July 23, 1837, that.
Judgment should Begin upon his house if” consequence of the 4 ini-
- quities of those who profess to be saints. B. of C. 10419, 10, says, -
- % Behold vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitanis of the

s ealth & day of wrath, a day of butrning ; a day of desolation’; of

'ﬂ b
weepnlo' and of mourning and oflamentation ; and as fLwhulwmd_

it shall come upon- all the face of the earth saith the Lord. " And
#pon: nry house shall it begin ; snd from my house shall it go forth,
gaith the Lord, Tirst among those amopg you, saith the Loﬂd
~who have professed to know my name and have not known me,
and have blasphémed against me in the midst of my house, saithi
the Lord.” It Wasy we' beheve, only one or.two years after this
revelammn* as given that the temple at Kirtland was struck: by
llght.nmg, and afterwardy it was damaged until it became a ruined:
'mbnumem} of the truth of this revelatlon The blessings that were
proni ed on condition of obediencéto God’s commandments.they
losti by.the' wickedness of many in the house of the Lord, so that
tostead of an.endowment, they brought ]udoment upon thembe]ves’
and’ upon the Lord’s house.” A revelation m Sec. 103, par. 27,
says, “I the Lord will build up Kirtland, bu }&‘ sord have
\\\x \llu h I

scourge prepared: for the inhabitants thercof; ‘prosperity
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which-abounded in that place at the time this revelation was given,’
soon passed ‘away, and the building of it up is yet to be. fulfilled.’
The long- suﬁ'enmq and ténder ‘mercy of God was again ex t,enl d
to His saints by giving them another opportunity to bul]d:a' ous
unto Him, in which t,hey might partake of the blessings.which v
promised unto the saints, In a revelation given Jan, 19, 1841, th

Lord said, “I-command you,all ye my bdll’lfS to build a home:'

unto me,’ and during this. time your baptisms’ shall ‘be acceptable
unto me, - But, behold, at the end of" this appoiptment, your bap-'
tisms-for. your dead shall not be aceeptabxe unto me ; and if you
do not these things at the end of the appointment, ye shall be re~
Jected as a church with your dead, saith the Lord your God.” - -
It is acknowledged that the temple at Nauvoo was not buil
within the appointed time, neither' wasitever eompleted Trans-
gression gained the asculdauey among the saints while the tem-
ple was being built, therefore God, who had long borne with his
people in their repeated transgressions, suffered “their enemies to
prevail over them. They were per mitted to kill the prophet and
h’is brother. . The leaders continued in their lmqumee dmeg“ud-
ing this mark of God’s displeasure. Again their enemies.were
suffered.to molest them in the midst of their blasphemous, perverts
ed endowments in the temple, and they were driven out, and:the
temple burnt. Tluly this destruction came in haste, in. fulhlment—
of this revelation in which the Lord also said, it ye labor with
all-your mights, I will consecrate that spot, that it shall be made:
ho]y ; and it my people will hearken unto my voice, and-unto the.
voice of my servants whom I have appointed to lead my. people,
behold, verily I say unto. you, they shall not be moved out of their
place. But if they will not hearken to my voice, vor:unto.the .
voice of these men whom.T haye. appointed, they shall not be: .

blessed, becaunse they pollute mine holy grounds; and mine holy»?‘:?’

'01d1nances, and charters, and my holy words, which 1 give unto
them. And it shall come to pass, that if you build a house unto

-my name, and do not do the things that I say, I will not perform. -

the oath Whlch I make unto.you, neither fulfil the promises which
ye expect at my hiands, saith the Lord ; forinstead of blessings,
'Ye, by your own works, bring cmsmgs, wrath, indignations and
judgments, upou. your own heads, by your follies and by all. your
-abominations, which you practice before me, saith the Lord.”;B.
_ot C.103: 18, 14, The voice of the leaders of God’s. peep 8 was
in harmony with the voice of God when this revelation was.given.
It was therefore obligatory.on:the.church, as long as that harmo-
-ny;. continued, to be ‘obedient to the umted teachings of God’s

Spirit and. the servants whom he, had appointed to lead His peaple,
~and when the voice' of God’s Spirit.and the revelations of God
.came:in conflict with the voice. of ‘the leaders of God’s people, it
-wag-their duty to obey God in preference to man, - As the ohurch
-has-been “‘moved out of her place,” we musf_ackn o]wUl ge that
-ghe did:-not:-hearken unto the voice of the(%ord and ﬁlat spot
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where the templeiwas built, is rot * made holy,” buthas been pol--
luted by the abominations of- backsliders.and .also of professed un-
‘believers, it is evident that they did not labor with all their mights,
and that they forfeited the blessings which were promised on con-
dition’of obedience to this revelation. If these backsliders. sy
‘that they built the temple in accordance with this revelation, then
we would inquire how it is that instead of blessings they brought
cursings, wrath, indignations and judgments upoa their heads?
They evidently md not comply with the conditions on which.this
house was to be built, or t,hey would have received the blessings
which were pr onused, and would not have been moved nut of their
place, nor have brought these calamities upon their heads. To
aﬁ'um to the contrary, would be charging God with falsehood.

T T, SR

For the Herald,
CHARITY.

BRO SHEEN"——A highly esteemed fmend and christian brother,
one who is also a zealous, self-denying laborer in the great wor k
.of endeavoring to bring ]1ght out of darkness, and separate truth
from error, called onus a few days since, and invited me tosend

~afew: lines for your paper. In comph‘mce with hiy wishes, I sub-
mlt -a few disconnected thoughts on CrariTy.

"Mhiose who are truly worthy of the name of Lattel-Day Samts,
wlll readily admit t]’)lb to be not only one of the chuicest; but one
of the rarest and most diflicult to practice of all the christian vir-
ties. 'The religion which we profess to love,and which our Savior
1aid down His life to establish, is largely composed of that divine
combination of love, benevolence and good-will, which we call
charity. St. Paul must eer tainly have been inspired when he
pamted that beautiful picture in‘its praise. And traly, what other
of the christian graces, or of all theamiable traits which-fallen
man may possess, can fill its place in the purifying; elevating or
ennob]mg influence it exerts on our life-and eharacter.

True chautv is a jewel, the possession of: which, though it may
not elevate to fame or worldly honor, does enrichi its possessor in
those’ heavenly treasures which we are wisely counseled to lay up
for ourselves 1n that celestial kingdom, where moth or rust are
ot permn;ted %o corrupt, nor thieves to break through: and steal.
True.charity is a bond of union to congenial spirits in this life,
-and a source of perpetnal sunshine to every heart where'it is en-
‘couraged to dwell, diffusing joy and scattering blessings as far as
its-influence can aeach But perhaps we can better illumine our
‘ideas.in relation to the sweet influence of charity by contrasting

it with its opposite quality, avhich is malice or hate, and who has
~inot been made aware by observation, of the evil, demonical teri-
‘deicy, of the ‘exercise of this passion which &)‘91 Tgp\sr not only the

ike a malarious at-
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mosphete infuses itself more or less into the life-blood of every
being within range of its cir cumference. .

Tt is this baneful spirit of hate, this evil genius from the plt of
vice, that destroys the peace and har mony "of 50 many domestig
famlly cir c]es——that breathes its venom into the vitals of the slan-"
derer; and by its insidious arts undermines the moral purity of
many who once were valued and beloved members of society,
The human-heart—rthe supposed habitation of all the passions.and’
emotions of the soul, is often compared very appropriately to a-
gavrden where the evil weeds of envy, malice, discontent, avarice,
and - kindred vices are of spontancous growth, and, unhappﬂy,
thrive, if not carefully rooted out and narrowly watched, = But
thie-choice plants of love, kinduness, purity of thought and motion,
umvelsal good -willy and kindred virtues of heavenly birth, must’
be' planted in- Vouth -carefully cultured and nursed with maternal
vigilance, pr otccted from fierce storms and sultry heat, and water-
ed often with the tear of sympathy and affection, and even then
how often does the labor seem almost in vain, so cold and bar ren
is the soil we attempt to subdue. How very essential then, nof
oily to our own enjoyment-and usefulness in this life, but to the
happinéss of all with whom we are intimately or remotely associ-
ated, either in the business or domestic relations of Jife, that we

devote a lar ge space in the chamber of the heart to be occuplcd i

by this rare jewel, Let this beautitul fabric compose alarge shai
of the garments with which we clothe our thoughts in our so
intercourse with others, and then we may be sure we shall.nof;
have lived entirely'in vain. Charity is the guiding-star of ‘the

phllantlnoplst the beacon-light that “calls the “wanderer from vig-" |

tue’s path back to the hear thstone of domestic bliss. And were
kindly influence more universally diffused, its genial warmth more
lavishly ‘bestowed, there would be far less aching hearts and un:
happy houqeholds. Qur benevolent lunagic mylums would have
less unfortunate inmates 5 our jails and prisons would be more -
thinly nopulated, and our home eircles‘would reveal more happy
hearts and joyous faces. - As charjty is'the strongest link in the
chain of human affections, so are its Targest possessors most nearly
allied to our Divine Leadel and best adapted to accomplish much
in‘the great field where our Savmr has commanded us to toil.

Letus then in our demeanor towards our prethren who are
pleased to differ f