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«WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS ARE IN AUTHORITY, THE PEOPLE REJOICE: BUT WHEN THE
'WICKED BEARETH RULE, THE PEOPLE MOURN.”—Prov. 29 : 2.

4 HEARKEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD, FOR THERE SHALL NOT ANY MAN AMONG
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Pleasant Chat.

The duties of the Twelve, as a quortim,
are to sit in council upon matters apper-
‘taining to the spread of the work abroad,
and the firm continuation of it in theland
_of Zion; and upon this is based the rec-
~ognition of their right to ordain and set
fn order all other officers in the church.
- Now, it seems to follow, that as they
are to be representatives of the church
‘while the gespel is being carried to the
“ends of the earth, and tie church is to
‘become as a light set upon a hill, this
“quorum of men should travel under the
‘#pecial direction of the spirit of their
valling, and should live as it becomes
righteous men to live. This being the
case, the former requirements are seen
‘to be essential, either inherent, or in the
‘process of acquirement.

Their dccisions, (if unanimous) are of
‘high importance, equal in authority to
‘those of the First Presidency and are to
be made in righteousness; how carefully
then ought this band of especial witness-
-"{&g to walk as a quorum and as individu-

‘als. !
At our April Conference, just passed,
the Spirit seemed to indicate, that the es-
tablishment oflines, and boundaries, over

which the Twelve ag-integral parts were

-8et to preside, was acontraction of duty in-
counsistent with the character of the work,

and an effort was made to place them
‘More immediately under the impulses of
the Spirit of God and the direction of the
‘Presidency of the Church. We can all
“®Bee that this accords with our understand-

ing of the law; and no fears ought to be-
[emertained that the Spirit will direct to
be done that which is not in keeping with,
the law and the revelations heretofore-
received. .
The day has now come when the dread:

the faithful saints, for there are many lo-

able to stand. B .
Let every one thén go to with his might-

united, stand forthe bulwarks of our lib«
erty in the gospel. "/_w

The seventy are a body of elders set
apart for the work of the ministry as a
travelling quorum, working under the
more immediate call of the Twelve, to:
praach the word, build up churches, of-
ficiate in the variousdirections necessaryy
in the spreading the gospel, and all acte-
that an elder may do by virtae of his of+
fice as such elder, a seventy may do. But:
there are certain conditions which re-
quire a seventy to travel, as especial wit-
nesses, that are not binding. upon the:
body of elders.

There can be by the law seven quo-
rums of Seventy, seemingly too small a
number for evangelization purpeses; and:
yet when we consider the number-of elders-
there may be in the church, we are forced:
to acknowledge that God is wiseér than
man, and does not wish to cumber the
legislative bodies of the church with too-
great numbers. . R

The Seventy then are td"be men. of ad-

demons of distrust and suspicion must.’
be exorcised by the efficient prayers of °/

heres, and lo theres, and few shall be-

to purge the evil-from his own heart, and: ’



150 ANTIQUARIAN

tion ; ready.to go and to conie, full of en-
ergy and zeal:; prepared at a moments
warning to follow the lead of thie Spirit,
to the north, east, south, or west: pro-
claimtiug tho gospel as they go, baptizing
.l who come unto them, laying their
hauds upon the sick in comimon with their
brethrén of the Twelve; under no re-
sponsibility “of presiding, but when the
Spiritiso direots, or exigency requires,
they may preside by virtue of their right
to officiate as elders in the church,
wThe law also eontemplates the Seventy
_Asa lqgisln.tive body, and a decision made
by these quorums, (if unanimous) is of
like importance as a decision of the
~ Twelye... . e
It may almost be councluded that any
" act which an high priest might do, while
“abrodd a¥ a minister of*the gospel build-
ing up the church, might be legitimately

dohe by one of the Se¢venty; for in speak-’

ing of the difference between the two
- quorums, the law says: that those who
beloug not uato thig quorum, neither nn-
to the Twelve, are'not under the respon-
sibility to. travel, nevertheless they
‘may hold as kigh and responsible offices in
the church; evidently carrying the in-
ference that this was an office in author-
ity greater than an elder, and if an elder
may, why may not a seventy, or an. apostle
preside.
4+ Lt is eminently becoming to the office
of aseventy to be contented and cheerful.
full'of the hope of & ‘renewed covenant;
free from the resident care of a local con-
gregation, nevertheless wise as a counsel-
lor both to the world and the church,
-baving spberness ag a gafeguard against
*,the levity of the world; always bearing
about the consciousness of a slain and
risen Redeemer, with the assurance of a
-realized hope; and ever able to give by
; Erecep; and example a reason for that
ope. )

Is it an arduous undertaking? Most
unquestionably it is, but while it isso ar-
duous, thereisa possibility thatin its very
arduousness lies the seoret of its success,

_for in.itg successful ministry the devils
are to be subject to the power of God.

May the Lord God help the Seventy is
the prayer of every well wisher of the
latter-day work. s

.There isa duty devolving alike upon
these two quorums, ie the Twelve and the
Seveniy, that it is well to notice here.
We meantheduty of being prayerful men,
far by this shall.come their power. Now
if we could suppose that man could suc-
cessfully profiagate the work of the last
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dispensation, without the faith requisite
to yield obedience to it_s_ laws, we could
imagine a ministry withéut purse orserip,
going to the ends of the earth declaring
the way of life, without prayer, but as we
can not, it follows that these men must.be'
cared for by the Divine Ruler of all, and
must exercise the faithful prayer, the ear-
nest esire of the soul, by which they are
blessed of God.

Purse and scrip are laid aside. It is
the Lord’s work. He hag promised to
provide for them. Self-denial is to be-
come a pleasure, danger is forgotten, fear
overcome and cast out ; revilings accept-
ed with humility, and scoffings without
reproach ; the goods of this world meas-
ured only by their usefulness to the ad-
vance of truth; wisdom taken as a com-
panion—a lovely hand-maiden of the
Lord; and with the blue dome as their
roof-tree, the Lord their refuge in sun-
shine and in storm; His hand their guard,
His Spirit their comfort and their guide;
Christ their pattern, His tollowers their
brethren, and all the world their neigh-
bors, they pass out, away from the scelies
dear to them into the great harvest field,
there to wield the sword of truth as am-
bassadors for Christ, and Him crucified.
Here is the sublimity of theircalling, the
excellency of their hope, and who shall
then be found to deny them their reward ?
We trust not one. -

Away with the bickering jealousy of
place and of power, let the ultimate ac-
complishment of our salvation enable ug

‘to overcome the divisions of the hour,

and the distraction of the time, uniting
for the present redemption of Zion, :
JOSEPH SMITH.
Antiguarian Evidences of the
iruth of the Boek of Mors
mon.—N¥o. 1. .

Siuce the Book of Mormon was publish-
ed, many antiqnarian discoveries have been
made and published, which present addi-
tional evidence of the truth.of the Book of
Mormon.  These discoveries have been
made and published by men who had no
connection with the Latter-Day Saints.
The tirst of these publications that I shall
quote from, is Josiah Priest’s * American
Antignities and Discoveries in the West,”
published in 1834. I will however first
show what this author says concerning the
Saivts in his American Autiquities, in con-
nection with some remarks concerning Pros
tessor Ratinesque, on page 73:

He, [Professor Rafinesque] says, »
new sect of religion has arisen, namely

i &
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and their leader Mormon,
Mither more than 2.090 years ago.
- work is ridiculous enough, it iy true: as
“the whale book of Mormoun bears the stampy
of folly, and is & poor attempt at wn im-
"ﬁm;i‘oni.of‘the o 'T»(.tslimeutIiw'cripun;g y
and is without connection, object or win:
shewing every where language and 1)T.r‘1'n',ré-
3 0f too late u construction to nceord v.}."ith
‘the Asiatic nianuer of composition, which
‘-»highly.clmru.ct.erises the style of the Bi-
ble, and. how can it be otherwise as it
was written in Ontariocounty, New York.”
i Having shown theignorance of Profes-
sor Ratinesque and the unbelief of Josiah
Priest in the Book of Movrmon, it will be
understood that the published statements
of these men which I shall quote, were
not published by them for the purpose of
presenting evidence of the truth of the
Book of Mormon.
.L will now reproduce from Priest's An-
tiquities, **Traits of the Mosaic History
ound among the Azteca Nations’:
-~ “Jtis true, the family of Shew, of whom
yere Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, by . the
particular Providence of ttod, retained,
adadulterated, the traditional history of
the creation, and of man, till the time
Moses embodied it in & book, 857 years
after the flood, DBut the rest of the na-
‘tions were left, in this respect, to mere
redollections; which, as soon as they di-
vided and subdivided, became contradic-
tory and moustrous in their aceounts.
¢ Bat the authors of the greav works
found in the west, seem to have retained
the first ideas received from their fathers
at the era of the building of Babel, equal-
ly, :if not superior, to many nations of
Burope, as they. were in the year 800
after Christ. This is consented to on all
hands, and even contended for by the
historian Huymboldt. In ovder to show
- the reader the propriety of believing that
. #colony, very sdoun after the confusion
of the language of mankind, found their
Way-to what i3 now called America, we
give the tradition of the Azteca nation,
who onco inhabited Aztalan, the country
ofthe western states, but were, at the era
ofithe conquest of South America, found
1nhabiting the vale of Mexico, because
they had, as we haveshown, been driven
&way by the irvuptions of the Tartarian
Indians, as fofiows; v
~‘“The tradition commen'ces with an ac-
dount of the deltrge, as they hud preserved

¥ Hy books nrade of the bafalo and deer

’
L]
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© digfovered a book with goldén leaves, in :
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{HE Mormonitad; ftha pretend to havelskin, on which aceonut there is more ear~
; 3 ‘tainty than it it had been pressrved by
Hi&h is the history of the American Jews, | mere oral tradition, handed dowu frem
who emme] father to son. . )
This| * They beginby painting, or a's wé would

sny, by telling us that Noah, whom they
call Tezpi, saved himself; with his wife,
whoin they eall Xothiguetzal, on a raftor
carte;  Ls mot thisthe drk? The raftor
ciive restdd on or gf the foot of & moun-
taiw, #hich they ¢dll Colhuacan. 1Is not
this Avarat? 'The men born after this
deluge were born dumb, Is not this the
confusion of langusge at Babel? A do®”
from the top of a tree distributes langua-
ges to them in the form of an olive lest
“¢ Iy not this the dove of Noah, whicﬂ‘
returned with that leaf in her mouth, as
velated in Genesis! 'They say, that ok’
this raft, besides Tezpi and his wife were
several ckildren, and animals, with grain,
the preservation of which was of import-
ance to mankind. Is not thig ia almost
exaet accordance with what was saved in’
the ark with Noah, as stated in Genesis?
“When the Great Spirit, Tecatlipoca, or-
dered the waters to withdraw, Tezpi sent
out from his raft o vullure, which never
returned, on account of the great quan-
tities of dead carcasses which it foundio
feed upon. Isnotthistheraven of Noah,
which did not return when it was sent
out the second time, for, the very reason
here assigned by the Mexiéans? Teapi
sent other birds, one of which was thd’
humming bird; this bird alonereturned,
bolding, in its beak a branch covered Wwith
leaves. Is not this the dove?  Tepi,
seeing that fresh verdure now clothed the
earth, quitted his raft near the mountain
of Colhuacan. Is not this an allusiok to
Ararat of Asia? They say the tohigues’
which the dove gave to mankind, Weére in-
finitely varied, which when received, they
immediately dispersed. Bor AMoX6é TaEM
THERE WERE FIFTEEN HEADS OR CHIE¥S OF
FAMILIES, WHICH WERE PRRMITTED TO
SPEAK THE SAME LANGUAGE, and these
weye the Taltecs, the Aculhucans, and
Azteca nations, who'embodied themselves
together, which was very natural, and
travelled, they kmew not where, but at
length avrived in the country of Aztalan,
or the luke country in America.
“Theplate or engraving presented here,
ig a surpriseing representation of the del-
uge of Noah, and of the confusion of the
ancient language, at the building of the .
tower of Babel, as related in the book of*
Gletiesis, (see chap. vii. and xi.) ‘
““We have derived the subjest of thig .
plate from Baren Humboldt’s volume of










































