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Pleasant Chat.

t sometimes affords us considerable
_ amusement to observe the seeming contra-
diction between the theory of some saints
and their practice; for with theirlips Christ
is the head of the church, but by their deeds
He is not. Our words should be the echo
of our theughts, if we think with intent to
speak ; but if we speak, and by our acts con-
tradict our words, our lives are lies, to a de-
gree, and here is a grave mistake that we
are constantly making, elaborating our the-
ories in ¢ur minds—refusing them in our
bodies. The Apostle Paul might well ex-
claim that the carnal mind is at enmity with
God, and that there was a war of our mem-
bers against the law of God—to our shame
be it said, we are scarcely any neaver free-
dom from the results of that war, than were
the saints of his day. ‘

An important consideration with us, is:
How shall the body become pure? The
question is eagily answered by one.  Purify
the head first, and the rest of the body will,
as a matter of course, become pure ; for it
the fountain become corrapt, iow can the
waters which flow from it become pure?
The position that a fountain corvrupted will
corrupt the stream, is true, but the applica-
tion is still a wrong one, for Clitist the head
i3 pure, having been perfected through suf-
fering, and His Spirit, being the stream
which flows out, to the giving of life to ev-
ery creature coming unto it i3 not corrupti-
ble, though often grieved by the unclean-
ness of the tabernacles of men.  [Hence the

ead can not be purified, but the body, even
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the members, ¢an, by that by which the
head has already been made pute; even the
Spirit of God. F

#We seelk more earnestly to apply this pu-
rifying protess to others than to ourselves;
and by this means neglect to clean the chan-
nels within ourselves, through which this
pure stream, issuing forth from a pure foun-
tain, must needs flow, both for our own sal-
vation, and the salvation of very many oth-
ers to whowi our influence reaches.

“Ye are the temples of God,”is a wise
saying, and worthy of all acceptation .and
ave we of so foolish a nature as to be con-
tenfed in the constant defilement of the tem-
ple of God which is entrusted to our care,
for pur possession for purification, for adorn-
ment, for cleansing, and for beautifying,
unrto the making it a fit temple for the abi-
ding of the Spirit continually. Herce, let
us pray by no man, but by Christ looking
straight forward, over and through all that
dwell upon the earth unto the spiritual head
of the chareh, Yor the micans of purification,
by which cometh redemption, and when at
the trial we find that we hare endured to
the end and have obtaine@ a crown, we will
be surprised at the. nwsber who have ob
tained like crowns in the like manner,

But shall we not be mindful of the way
in which our neighbor is wialking, that we
may warn him of the quicksands beneath
his feet, and the mountains before his face ¥
Yes. But the surest warning, and the one
mosi likely to be beeded, is the forsaking
the way in which he is going ; and the se-
curity in which you walk, the favors which
you receive, the light which is reflected
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from you by word and deed, will light up
the pathway in which you tread, aud lead
your neighbor to it, with scarcely an effort
upon your part to show him the way.

e are commanded to declare to this gen-
eration the glad tidings of salvation, and
how shall we do it except by *‘ ecrying
aloud ?” It would be a comforting thought
to be able to save ourselves, and our neigh-
bors, by simply erying repentance to them,
without going forward in the way which we
point out as the one leading to salvation ;
but this can not be. It must be that wis-
dom will be justified of her children, and
that, while we cry repentance, purification
and redemption, as a means of salvation to
this- generation, that we must adopt the
same means ourselves, or be lost to good,
both for ourselves and others.

But, says one, (good saint, by the way,)
have I not repented ? Have I not been bap-
tized? Have I not received the earnest by
which I know that my sins are remitted ?
And are not the saints to judge the world ?
Long questions and strong ones, and if an-
swered truthfully, yes; happy man. Ifnot,
what lieth in the way. Now brother or sis-
ter who ask these questions, do you speak
evil of your neighbor? Ifso, you are not
retaining a remission of your sins from day
to day, and are liable to be left without the
Spirit to guide aud comfort you. Do you
lie, or steal ?  You are not guided by the
Spirit in so doing. Do you neglect to re-
lieve the suffering of your neighbor? If so
you do not love him. And to be brief, if
you kill, commit adultery or fornication,
ateal, lie, take up a reproach against your
neighbor, give way to anger, or to strong
drink, or to the spirit of the world mani-
fested in drinking, feasting, dancing, ca-
rousing and untimely mirth; your repent-
ance is passing away, your baptismal cove-
nant is going out of mind ; and the earnest
of the Spirit, by which you were given to
know that you had been accepted of God,
has been dimmed in its brightness, and
stands at a distance from you.

We understand that it is not now given
to the saints to judge the world, and that
not till the blessed day of Christ's coming,
and His saints with Him, will it be given to
them to sit in the judgment seat. Hence,
when in the condition described above, you,
as 2 member of the body of Christ, are ndt
in a healthy state, and need purification,
and that for yourself, not your neighbor,
nor for your brethren, nar for the world.
Although indirectly, all these are affected
by your firm establishment in safety, or your
insecure falling into destruction. But how
ean I purify myself, when the branch in
svhieh I live is all at sixes and sevens, the

priesthood not properly organized, and gen-
eral transgression, or general carelessness
in their duties characterize the officers ?
This is a deplorable state of things, it ig
true, but certainly not past remedy ; for if
it were, then is the body sick unto death,
and we know that it must survive. This
established the rest remainsg, 7 e., I am a
member of the body and am wounded sore-
ly, or I am spiritually diseased. The body,
by wy restoration to health will become 8o
much stronger, and health in me will affect

other members (near to me) for the good of’

the body, in as great a degree as my disat~
fection was for evil, hence I am resolved to
become whole. And now the means; ghall
I complain of the head? No, for the head
is Christ, and is not sick.  Shall T complain
of arms, or legs, or toes, or of any other
member, before my recovery? No; the
first thing is my recovery, and complaining
is no remedy, but an aggravation. I will,
by God’s help cleanse myself; and when
pure, what a joy will be mine. I will cease
to speal evil; I will obtain charity, that I
may find a good motive for every action;
I will pray for strength for those whom God
has called, and who may be weak; I will
cease to find fault with them, or with any
one; I will seek for opportnnities to de
good, and will do it; I will not hide my
faith from the world, but will let it shine
out in my words and in my works, praising
God all the day long for His goodness to
me; I will find the cause of my disease in
myself, and will, by the help of the Spirit,
eradicate it, and in this way purify myself,
and aid in the purification of the body of
Christ. JOSEPH SMITH.

 Zion im America.

During the Millenium it appears that
there will only be one distinguished city
of the saints, for we read concerning Gog
and Magog, that at the end of the millen-
ium, ¢They went upon the breadth of
the earth, and compassed the camp of the
saints about, and the beloved city.”

Before the commencement of the Mil-
lenium there will be #wo distinguished
cities of the saints, which will be called
Zion and Jerusalem. !

““The sun shall be turned into dark-
ness, and the moon into blood, beforethe
great and the terrible day of the Lord
come. And it shall come to pass, that
whosoever shall call on the name of the
Lord shall be delivered: for in mount
Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliver-
ence, as the Lord hath said, and in the
remnant whom the Lord shall call.” Joel
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Zion in the foregoing quomti.on does
”;;ﬁ mean Jerusalem. When dchver;mf;c
% hall be in Zion and Jerusalem, they will
be two cities. If we should substitute
Jerusalem for Zion in the above text, we
vould make it read ridiculously, as fol-
Jows: in mount Jerusalem and in Jerusa-
jem shall be deliverance. Have we a
yight to interpret the word of the Lordin
“this absurd manner? The Lord there
ays that there shall be deliverance in
two cities, and He gives us the names of
those oities. What right have we to say
that these cities are one city only? 1f
‘we have a right to change the Lord’s
words in this mauner, in this case, have
we ot a right to do it in every case of
ike nature. The Lord says, in mount
Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliver-
ence, as the Lord hath said, and in the
yemnant whom the Lord shall call.” If
the word ‘‘and” between Zion and Je-
rasalem does not show an addition of
gsomething else to Zion, then how can the
word*‘and’ between Jérusalem ““and the
yemnant’’ show an addition of something
else? If this theory is correct it can be
reduced to practice and applied and ex-
ténded. By this theory then let us see
how this text would read:
¥ ¢ The moon shall bé turned into dark-
~ ness and the moon into blood betore the
~ {lerrible and the ferrible day of the Lord
~ come. And itshall cometo pass thatwho-

- soever shall call on the name of the Lord
shall be delivered: for in mount Jerusa-
lem and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance
as the Lord hath said, and in the Jerusa-
lem whom the Lord shali call.”

Accordingto thetheory that Zion means
Jerusalem in Joel 2: 82, and that the
word ‘“and” between Zion and Jerusalem
does not show that two cities are spoken
of, then the imoon only and not the sun
are spoken of in thé preceeding verse,
and the #er'ible day and not the great day
are there spoken of.

Webster defines the meaning of the
word ¢and” as follows: ¢ A particle
which expressesthe relation of addition.”
The word “and” is one of the easiest
words in our langiage to be understood,
and yet its meaning is entirely set aside
by the unbelievers in the Zion of the last
days. There are other texts in which
this word is set aside. e read that the

- Prophet Micah said:

““But in the last days it shall come to
Pass, that the mountain of the house of
the Lord shall be established in the top
. of the mountains, and it shall be exalted

above the hills ; and people shall flow un-
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to it. Andmany nations shall tomg, and
say, Come, and lef us go up to the moun-
tain of the Lord, and to thie house of the
the God of Jacob: and he will teach us
of hisways, and we will walk inhis paths:
for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”” Mic.
4: 1, 2.

Iere again Zion is méiitioned fivst, bub
the unbelievers int the Zion of the last
days interpret the prophet’s words as
though he had said: the law shall go
forth of Jerusalem, and the word of thd
Lord from Jerusalem. InTsa. 2: 8, wealso
read that * out of Zion shall go forth the
lawy, and the word of the Lord from Jeru-
salem.” )

Zion and Jeriisalem are gpoken of iif
the same order, Zion first dnd Jerusu=
lem second, in Ida. 4: 3, 4, as follows:

¢And it shall come to pass, that he
that isleftin Zion, and hé that rémaineth
in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even
every one that is written among the liv-
ing in Jetrusalem: when the Lord shall
have washed away the filth of the daugh-
ters of Zion, and shall have purged the
blood of Jerusalem fromthe midst there-
of by the spirit of judgment, and by thé
spirit of burning.”

Two clties are spoken of in the follow-
ing texts:

“ Wherefore it shall come to pass, that
when the Lord hath performed his whole
work upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem,
I will punish the fruit of the stout heart
of the king of Assyria, and the glory of
his high looks.” Isa. 10: 12

““Then the moon shall be confounded,
and the sun ashamed, when the Lord of
hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and im
Jerusalem, and before his ancients glori<
ously.” Isa.24: 23,

Zion and Jerusalem are called eities,
not a cily, in the following texts':

“Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the Lord
of hosts; My cities through prosperity
shall yet be spread abroad ; and the Lord
shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet
choose Jerusalem.” Zegh. 1:17.

«Thy holy cities are a wilderness, Zion
is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation.”
Isa, 64:10.

1t is believed by many that Zion always
means Jerusalem, because Zion anciently
was at Jerusalem. If this isa valid rea-
son for such an opinion, then whereso-
ever Babylon is spoken of in the Bible,
ancient Babylon is spoken of ; but many
centuries after ancient Babylon was de~
stroyed as a nation, John the Revelator
prophesied of the destruction of Babylon.
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See Rev. xiv. 8; xvi. 19; xvii. 5; xviii.
10, 21.

There is a Babylon, land of the Chal-
deans, Bel, Merodach, and Zion of the
last days, spoken of in the following
prophecy :

““The word thatthe Lord spake against
Babylon and against the land of the Chal-
deans by Jeremiah the prophet. Declare
ye among the nations, and publish, and
set up a standard ; publish, and conceal
not: say, Babylon is taken: Bel is con-
founded, Merodach is broken in pieces;
ther idolsare confounded, her images are
broken in pieces. For out of the north
there cometh up a nation against her,
which shall make her land desolate, and
mnone shall dwell therein: they shall re-
move, they shall depart, both man and
beast. In those days, and in that time,
saith the Lord, the children of Israel shall
come, they and the children of Judah to-
gether, going and weeping: they shall go
and geek the Lord their God. They shall
ask the way to Zion with their faces
thitherward, saying, Come and let us
Jjoin ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual
covenant that shall not be forgotten.”—
Jer. 50: 1-5.

Ancient Babylon, the ancient land of the
Chaldeans, was not taken ; their god Bel
was not confounded ; their god Merodach
was not broken in pieces; out of the
north a nation did not come against an-
cient Babylon, and make her land deso-
late ¢“in those days, and in that time,” when
the children of Israel came, they and the
children of Judah together. This event
has not yet transpired, but ancient Baby-
lon was taken by Cyrus, King of Persia.
When the Babylon spoken of by Jeremiah
in the foregoing prophecy shall be taken,
then, ¢“in those days, and in that time, saith
the Lord, the children of Israel shall
come, they and the children of Judah to-
gether, going and weeping; they shall
go, and seek the Lord their God.” ‘¢Those
days,” and ‘“that time,”” will be in the
last days, when the ten tribes of Istrael
shall come ¢ out of the north.” The chil-
dren of Israel and Judah will not come
together, and go and seek the Lord their
God, and “ ask the way to Zion,” until
‘“those days,”” and ¢ that time” ghall
come. Therefore then, and not till then
will that Babylon be taken which is
prophesied of in the prophecy of Jeremi-
ah, which is under consideration. That
Babylon is not ancient Babylon. It is
another Babylon. In like manner that
Zion which isspoken of in the prophecies
concerning Zion, and Jerusalem, is not

AMERICA.

ancient Zion, Itisanother Zion. From
the same chapter of Jeremiah’s prophecy
I will present additional evidence on thig
subject, as follows :

¢« Therefore thus saith the Lord of'
hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will
punish the king of Babylon and his land,
as I have punished the king of Assyria.
And I will bring Israel again to his hab-
itation, and he shall feed on Carmel and
Bashan, and his soul shall be satisfied
upon mount Ephraim and Gilead. In
those days, and in that time, saith the
Lord, theiniquity of Israel shall besought
for, and thereshall be none; and the sins
of Judah, and they shall not be found:
for I will pardon them whom Ireserve.”
Jer. 50: 18-20.

The king, and land of Babylon which
is prophesied of in the foregoing quota-
tion, can not be the ancient king and land
of Babylon, for ¢¢in those days and in that
time” when the ancient king and land of
of Babylon was punished the ‘‘sins of
Judah” were numerous, but the prophecy
says that when the king and land of Bab-
ylon which is there spoken of shall be
punished,” in those days and in that time,
saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall
be sought for and there shall be none and
the siny of Judah and they shall not be
found.”

For the purpose of showing that where
the prophets prohhecy concerning Zion
and Jerusalem they do nothave reference
to the same Zion which was dt Jerusalem
anciently, I will show that other names
beside Zion and Babylon are transferred
by the prophets from ancient nations and
people to other nations and people of the
last days, because they bear a resem-
blance in character to those ancient na-
tions and people. The ancient names of’
Tarshish, Pul, Lud, Tubal and Javan are
so transferred in the following prophecy :

“For I know their works and their

thoughts ; it shall come, that I'will gath- -

er all nations and tongues, and they shall
come, and see my glory. And I will set
a sign among them, and I will send those
that escape of them unto the natiods, to
Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the
bow, to Tubal, and Javan, to the isles
afar off, that have not heard my fame,
neither have seen my glory; and they
shall declare my glory among the Gen-
tiles. And they shall bring all your
brethren for an offering unto the Lord,
out of all nations, upon horge$, and in
chariots, and in litters, and upon mules,
and upon swift beasts, to my holy moun-
tain Jerusalem, saith the Lord, as the
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