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néss in (the things eutrusted to our
18 18 necessary for the various bran
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ts must be ready 105 report (o the an-
uual meeting of tire “elders, $0° that we
¥ act 1n wisdom upon the wainis of the
ke, and the means (o be used for the
extension of kuowledge, not believing
that the Hourisuing of the causs of tru.
- religion, depends upon keeping the peo
;)le il ignarance. -

e [f the elders have kept themselves free
from the entangiements of vicious At
- angry contention, they can come up. tu
Conierence prepared tv exannine closely
sand decide 'wisely upon the question:
preseuted for their consideration.  Bu
if'it be, that by unlae zeal, or misdirec:
~ed sympathy, they ave pledged in feeling
9 this or that cause, they are (o a de
- gree foresworn, and are uot in a condi
‘tion to calinly weigh and decide withou:
: S upon maiters of either trivial o:

- grave import,
@ are not old, but have seen mucl
At tells man tiat it is unwise, ind very
litio, to take dogs by the euvs, or 1
tiuto the street seeking for a quar
o that does will find himsels i
Ssion of an elephant which he o

e e e}

———

arry marks of the fray, that will be
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ATigmade the duty of the eliders to meet,
ogetligr often to coufer upon things per-
o the Kingdow, and it is made
the daty of the varius brauches to send
one, o wore, of their teachers to such
conferences; alsy to seud by the band of
»ume}n'wsg, ther peports, nawmes of,mem-'
bers, wod 1t 13 (a1 (o presume, that
all matters upon wuich there, mhy be:
oubt or guntroversy, are subjects to bé.
ewbodied w.sucy report.  Advice and
tustruetion is there to be asked and given,
things pertaiming to law, order, policy,
and tie general well being and advances
dlent of tue cause are to be considered j
aence it I8 uecessary for us all to be
«withe to the sacred importance of the
salling of our hope. :

Weo are able 1o see that with these mule
itndhimousduties devolving upon the spirs
tualauthorities of the ohurci.’in the pro-
aulgation ol the goxpel, there is wisdom.
i the exemption of the elders, as a body,

irou the immediate persoual eave of the
arnnch. Inall conventions ot the church,
fa general nature, it is but right and
roper under the law, that the highest
i authority should ‘preside. Aoceplin‘t
his as a truth, the parallel reasoning
rom it would be this: that if the nexy
shosen rp-esentative of the branch wag’
1ot the ous g presuie in the tg:nporary
sheenae of the presiding elder, it would
levo v upon the hizhe-t anthority press
oty by rights and a like reasening would
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highest in authovity shonld, by right, be-
come the president of that branch, and
the voice of the people would be power
less to prevent an unwise couneillor, or
unfaithful man from becoming their ad-
ministrative officer.

Aaron recognized the right of the peo
ple to elect as to the god rhey would wor-
ship,. and though unwise in policy, he
made them a goldeu calf, for the worship
of which they were pum‘sht,d Now, ii
Aaron had faithfully striven in righte
ousness, to convince Israel of their folly.
and failing to secure the desired end, hiad
yielded at length to their solicitations
making a god to them, they might well
be pumshed though he might escape for
the time being, yet should he not enier

into the promised land.

% It is intended that all things pertain
ing to the church should be held in righ
teousness; and the greatest possible good
to the greatest possible number, should
be the governing rale of the elders, when
left to the exercise of their own wisdom.

A fair working principle must needs
pervade the body of Christ, ¢“by that
which every joint supplicth,” and it is
very evident thac as tar as the exercise
of those joints in the body of Christ known
by thé names of priest, teacher, ani dea-
con is concerned, they have been suffer-
ed to get ereaky and rheumatic for the want
of use, scarcely ons of them ever being
permitted to preach, teach, expound or ex-
nort, for the alleged reason that the les-
ser would be teaching the greater. Sol-
omon says: (and we believe it) * give
instruetion to a wise man, and he will be
yet wiser; teach a just man, and he will
increase in learning.” And we think he
might with propriety have added a prov-
erb like this: A wise man by the teach-
ing of the simple will lay up treasure of
undersmndmg but the overw1se refuse
msn-ucmm

We often hear the expression that the
body, i. e. the church, can not be well if
the head be sick. The abstract truth
thereis in the saying we will not dispute.
but its application is erroneous, and he
who makes it, implies that Christ is not
the Zead of the church. Now the opposite

of the saying is just as true, and mani
festly more probable when applied to the
charch upon earth, if Christ be indeed the
head: that the body can not be well while
the members are rebelling against the
head. We use this only to sl;ow how lame
and weak is the attempt to excuse our-
selves for the non-performance of duty.

»

by vomplaining of the sickness of some]furlongs.
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other part of the body. Discase, looking
through jaundiced eyes fails to see, that
however sound the head may be, if the
toes be gone, or powerless to do their
part, the body ean not walk without ex-
hibiting signs of lameness. Talsy of the
arm could scarcely prevent the Lead trom
thinking clearly what the hand showld
execute, but the hand can not move for

the hand or.foot be diseased to decay,
the heart may feel the pain, ‘the bowels
of compassion move in its behalf, the
nerves of life be stricken till they vibrate
with the touch of death, and still the head
may calmly view the approach of the ad-
versary, weigh the chauces of the fight,
culeculate the resources of the body, its
degree of vitality and how long it will
abide the assault; sometimes compromi-
sing by the loss of the member;
times waiting until the disease communi-
cates to the whole body when the Lhead
bowe in despair yielding up the struggle.

We do not wonder at the reports from
various sources, of weakness in. the
branches of the chureh, but we do won-
der that so many should seek to charge
the blame upon those outside of them,
and we wonder still more at the persist-
ency with which they continue to betray
their weakness by spreading it abroad,
for if they were sound as an integral por-
tion of the body, that part of the body
would be sound atleast. And itisnota
valid objection to say, that thelife-giving
power must come through the body to
reach the feet; for in this case the mem-
bers are the body of Christ, and His
Spirit is the life-giving power, and is
given to each member for its personal
obedience to the will of the Father.

How shall disease in the head be reach-
ed? Generally, by purgation of the body.
How shall the foot be made whole? By
an application' to the head? Seavcely

JOSEPH SMITH.
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Concerning old Jerusalem and Zion, we
read that Isaiah said: ** The sons of stran-
gers shall build up thy walls, and their
kmns shall minister unto thee.” Tsa. 60: 10.
But concerning the New Jerusalem we read
as follows :

“Phe city lieth fonrequ'lre and the length
is as large as the breadth; and he measur-
ed the city with the reed, twelve thousand
furlongs.  The length, md the breadth, and

the hmnhh of it ave oqual " Rev. 21:16.

The hewhl‘. of the city is twelve thousand
It appears that old Jerusalen:

the power is withdrawn from ir. 8o, if

some-
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and Aiou will be bmlt up by ¢ the song of
wigers,” bus the holy Jerusalem which
ill descend from God out of lw.wun, will
“he too high for them to build. The last
‘Melftloned ¢ity appears to be that which is
ﬁ‘paken of in [eb. 11: 16.  We there read
vjoﬂcﬂmnrr Abraham, that
“ He looked for a city which hath foun
ons, whose builder and maker is God”
" In reference to the “foundations” of the
- ~city, we read as follows:
" Whe wall of the eity had twelve founda-
#ions, and in them the names of the twelve
uposcles of the Lamb.” Rev. 21: 14.
When the Lord shall come He ““shall sad-
dou!y come to His temple.” In Malachi
"g: 1, we read as follows :
JLiE Bchold I will senid my messenger, and
~ he shall -prepare the way before me : and
ithe Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddeuly
come to his temple even the messenger of
thé ‘covenant, whom ye delight in: bd\old
shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.”
appears therefore that there will be a
emple of the Lord during the Millenium,
for if the Lord shall come suddenly to His
temple, will He destroy that temple at that
time? We read also that John the Reve-
tor said :
~ ““And one of the elders answered, saying
unto me, What are these which are arr ay(,d
+ white robes ? and whence came they ?
“And T said unto him, Sir, thou knowest.
~And he said to me, These are they which
cameonmfmeut mhul:mon and have wash-
“ed lhl‘!h‘?ﬂbk‘i and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb, Therefore are they be
“fore the throne of God, and serve him day
“and unight in his temple : and he that sitteth
~on the throne Qhall awell among them.
'Phey shall ungér no move, nuhher thirss
i(h more ; nuther shall t.he sun light on

5 h 1or any heat.  For the Lamb which
18 i the midss of the throne, shall feed
them, aid shall lead them unto living foun-

tains of waters: and God shall wipe away
- all tears from their eyes.” - Rev. 7: 13-17.
It i3 alsg foretold in the following texts,
that a’temple of the Lord will be bmlt in
the last days :—Tsir, ii. 1, 2 Micah iv, 1,9
o Bzek. xli and xlm. e Hag i. 7-9; Zech

Lvid 1Y, 18
 Inthe eterm\l %tate of the earth there will
no temple.  We read that John the Rev-
lutor'said concerning the holy Jerusalem :

sitw no temple. aherem for the Lord

ﬁ ‘Almighty and the Lamb ave the tem-
of it.” Rev. 21: 29,
Ftﬁm e Millenial state there will be mor-
alhe hgﬁ as we reud in Isa. 65: 1728, as
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remembered, nor come into mind. But be
ve glad and rejmice for ever in that which [
create ; for, behold, I create Jerusalem w
rejoicing, and her people a joy.  And [ will
rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in tny people:
and the voice of weeping shall be no more
heard in her, nor the voice of eryving. There
shall be no more thence an infant of days,
nor an old man that hath not filled his
days: for the child shall die an hundred
vears old: but the sinner being an hundred
vears old shall be aceursed.  And they shall
build houses aund inhabit them; and they
shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of
tliem.  They shall not build, and another
inhabit ; they shall not plant, and another
eit: for as the days of a tree are the days
of my people, and mine elect shall long en-
joy the work ot their hands.  They shill
not labor in vain, norbring forth for troub-
le; for they are the seed of the blessed of
the Lovd, and their offspring with them.”

[ the eternal state of the earth, all its
people will be immortal.

*The lust encmy that shall be destroyed
is deatir. ® *.% S also is the veswrrection
of the dead. It is sown in corraption, it is
roiced in incorruption. ¥ * ¥ For this cor-
rupiible must put on incorruption, and this
mortal must put on immortality.  So when
tinis corrupiible shall have put on incorrup-
tion, and this mortal shall have put on im-
mortality, then shali be brought to pass the

saying that is written, Death is swallowed
up in vicetory.” 1 Cor. 15 26, 42, 538, 4.

“ And God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shiall be no more death,
neither sunow nor erying, ngither blmll
there be any more pain: for the former
things are passed away.” Rev. 21: 4.

“And there shall be no more curse: but
the throne of God and of the Lamb shall bo
in it ; and his servants shall serve him,”—-

lev. 22: 3. ¢

The beloved city of the millenial state,
will be 4300 reeds square. A reed is ten
feet, therefore the city will be a little more
than eight miles square.

“The city shall'be in the midst thereof.
And these shall e the measures thereof;
the north side four thousand and five hun.
dred, and the south side four thousand and
five hundred, and on the east side four
thousand and fivé@hundred, and the wess
gide four thousand and five hundred.”—
Bizek, 48: 15, 16,

If the reudu' will read again my quota-
tion from Rev. 7: 13-17, I think that he
will perceive that in the \Illlenml state there
wilbe “day and night.” Tlhe following
quotation also agrees “therewith : 7,

“They shall not build, and another. in-
habit; they shall not p!am, andSatfother.

]
Ti.










































