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HEN THE RIGHTEOUS ARE IN AUTHORITY, THE PEOPLE REJOICE: BUT WHEN THE
BEARETH RULE, THE PEOPLE MOURN.”— Prov. 29 : 2.

"« HEARKEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD, FOR THERE SHALL NOT ANY MAN AMONG
HAVE BAVE IT BE ONE WIFE: AND CONUUBINES HE SHALL HAVE NONE.”’-=Book of

Jpe—

0. 12.—Vor 9] PLANO, ILL,, JUNE 15, 1866. [Wxout No. 108.

Pleasant Chat.

In these days of degenéracy, when men
ow to the incumbents of place and of
ower, almost every body who vigits the
of Government, must needs tell every
ydy at home all about it.

aving had occasion to visit Washing-
m, D. C., upon some business, ‘‘con-
ted with one of the departments,” of
urse, we fall in with the universal fash-
n, and proceed to tell of it straightway.
. Brethren Elijah Banta, W. W. Blair
nd myself, started from home on the
Oth day of May last; Brethren Blair
nd Banta upon the mission assigned
em at the last April Conference, and
myself upon the before mentioned busi-
88.  Before starting from home it had
en arranged that Bro. Banta should
ompany us to the capital as an assist-
it in whatever enterprize might be open
us, for the good of the church there;
» to aid by his more mature experi-
ethe prosecution of our mission among
€ magnates of the land.
Xpectation pointed out some difficulty
g in the way; for, weak men making
Wway where strong ones go easily,
ire an effort ofttimes beyond their
OWer ; but faint heart never won strong
by, or fair lady, so we entered in upon
circle of assembled Senators, Con-
Ssmen, Generals, Colonels, Majors and
Aptaing, with a due sense of our own
importanoe, and were inconceivably
Pleased when permitted to slip into
iche prepared for us and let the

8 of political, military and civic dis-+
%

tinction ripple round us to out incompre~
hension and amusement, and to the ex-
treme delectation of those who happened
to be initiated. - )

The two most prominent items that
struck us in the city where the law ma-
king and executing machinery of the gov-
ernment begins to opérate, are these:
The more than abundénce of honorary
titles to be met with here, and the orderly
and well behaved conduct of the ¢ Freed«
men,” once contraband of war.

Now while noticing the sea of titled
men round about us, as we scan them
from a home stand point of view, their
names assume collosal stature and
through the mist of popular renown, the
men themselves loom up in our minds
glants of their species, with whom such
pigmies as ourselves would bear no sort
of comparison, and for whose notice, the
fond public is continually on the *‘qui
vive.” This feeling is somewhat mended
for the better, I must confess, upon a clo-
ser inspection ; butafter all, that strange,
indefinite and anxious something, wheth-
er of our own conscious lack of desert, or
the suffocating influences of the unob-
scured blaze of their greatness we cannot
tell, causes us to approach them but
slowly, stand modestly in their presence
ready to do but scarcely daring to sug-
gest what to do, and thankful at length,
when the cloud of their brightness is
past, and the glimmering twinkle of our
own lamp may be seen to please us with
its feebler though more familiar ray.

No one should be entirely insensible tos



178

the homage paid to tho great, but we are
now, more than'ever impressed, that men

should be measured by the standard of f

real worth and not that of fictitiots mexit.
The time has not yet arrived, and per-
haps may not until the reign of Christ,
when there will be such a power of dis-
crimination upon the earth, asto do away
with the distinctive titles conferred by
the force of factitious circumstances;
and until that is done ticle worshipper
will bow to the symbol of greatness un-
mindful whether it be supported by true
worth or not.

Upon a nearer approach to these men,
great before the nation, we are a little
surprised to find them so very extremely
like unto other men, and while we are
cogitating the matter one of them solves
the problem at a stroke:

< Honor and fame from no condition rise,

Aot well your part, there all the honor
lies,”

and we acquiesce in the decision, for we

believe it.

If those who are professing great spir-
itual light and strength, are of necessity
to be, and allow themselves so ignorant
of what is going on in the world for lack
of studying into the matter, we are at a
loss to account for that injunction: ¢to
get understanding.”

Knowledge of the things of God is of
paramount importance. The things of

thig world are full of emptiness and vain |

glory it is true, but did any one ever see
the gorgeous coloring of the bubble, all
beautiful and bright, before the bubble
was'blown ; and should we turn our eyes
from the grand sublimity of the Creator’s
promise set in the sky, because behind
the cloud whereon it rests the empty
chambers of space went out in infinite
extent? No certainly not. Thenlet us
look upon the bubble and the bow, to
reap o lesson from the beauty of them
both, and look upon the greatness of our
fellow men with the same end in view.
"That the ¢“Freedmen’ are behaving
well, in the Digtrict of Columbia, is now
readily admitted by all; and we are cer-
tainly agreeably disappointed, to find so
harmonious & development of national
prosperity coming out of go great politi-
cal ¢haos as the last five years has been.
The positive antagonism existing be-
tween the dominant element of Congress
and the President, though it bodes some
trouble to Congress, must if it continue,
result in the complete political interment
of the policy of the President; always
made and provided that the Congress be
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right and the other party wrong, of thag
the issue will tell.

Now I suppose the readers of the Hrn:
ALD are anxious to know of the businesg
taking us to Washington. We should be
glad to furnish the desired information,
and will do so, just as soon as we are as-
gured that the appearances of good are
of such a nature as to be permanent. Ig
is the extreme of folly to raise expecta-
tions that may not be realized, and just
as foolish to sound the trumpet, with &
note of victory, while a foe remains upon
the field to do battle. There is however
something on foot which now savors of
good to Zion, and we should go to with
our mights in praise and prayer to God
that His hand may give us the palm of
victory.

We leave the city this afternoon for
Pittsburg and Kirtland, where we are to’
meet Bro. W. W. Blair, |

May God enable us to hope for, work
for, and wait patiently for the redemp-
tion of Zion, is my prayer. ; :

. JOSEPH SMITH.
WasmiNgTON, D. C., June 11, 1866.

Antigunarian BEvidences of the
Truth oi the Book of Mor-
mon.—No. 4. ;
Commencing on page 48 of Delafield’s

Antiquities, he says:

““THE ASTRONOMICAL EVIDENCE

¢ Of the origin of thiscivilized American
family in Southern Asia, is of no slight
importance. On this subject has a flood
of light been already thrown by Mons.
Bailly, in his Histoire de ’Ancienne As~
tronomie, Baron Humboldt, and the cel=
ebrated French savan, Mons. Jomard.
So much, indeed, has been said by them,
that the analogies were better quoted
from their own writings, than presented
in a mere digest. ¥ % % ¥
“The investigations of Mons. Bailly
in the astronomy of the ancients gener<
ally, of Mons. Jomard in that of Egypts
and of Baron Humboldt in that of Mexico
and South America, present most strik-
ing instances of coincidence, not only iR’
their divisions of time, but algo in the %0~
diacal signs. -
" «The author has selected from these
works the most striking analogies, an
here presents them, in a free translation
«<The civil year of the Aztecs was®
solar year of three hundred and sixty-fivé
days. It was divided into eighteel
months of twenty days each. To thes®
eighteen months, or three hundred an
sixty days, they added five days, to 0%




nia;e theyear, and then commenced again
‘another year. .
© «¢The names Tonalpohualli and Cem-
'ohualilhuitl, which distinguish the civil
~ #rom the ritual calendar, define plainly
itheir peculiar character. The first of
 ‘thege names means ‘acc¢ount of the sun,’
(compte du soliel,) in contradistinction to
the ritual calendar, called ‘an account
of the moon,’ (compte d lo lune,) or Metzla-
olhualli. The second name above given
i yt, derived from cempokualli, ¢ twenty,” and
‘ilhuite, ¢ a feast.” It has allusion both to
the twenty days in every month, and to
‘the twenty solemn feasts celebrated in
‘the course of a civil year, in the Teocal-
1is, or houses of God.
¢« <A passage in the History of the In-
~ eas, by Garcillaso de la Vega,, induced
Bailly and Lalande to believe that the
Peruvians calculated by cycles of seven
“days. ¢The Peruvians,’ says Garcillas-
‘80, ‘count their months by the moons;
they count their half months by the in-
‘orease and decrease of the moon, and
gompute the weeks by quartérs, without
“having any particular names for the
week days.’ ¥ )
~ “¢Acosta differs from Garcillagsso in
this particular, and Humboldt attrib-
‘utes to him greater weight of authority,
on account of his ‘having composed the
first books of his Physical History of the
New Continent at Pern;’ but his reason
for their recognition of the period ofsev-
~en days is not altogether satisfactory
when he says: ‘It iy indebted for its
origin to the number of the planets.’
‘[Elle doit son origine aunomdre des plan-
etes.] To satisfy us on this point, the
“oonnexion between the two should be ex-
Plained.
. “Humboldt, however, not recognizing
the reasons given by Acosta, nor yet ad-
mitting that Garcillasso was accurate,
8ays: ¢ After short reflection on the
Peruyiun calendar, we may perceivethat,
though the phases of the moon change
almost every seven days, the correspon-
dence is not yet exact enough to produce,
An 2 lapse of several consecutive months,
an agreement between the cycle of seven
.days and the phases of the moon. The
Peruvians according to Polo, and many
other contemporaneous writers, had
Years [huata] containing three hundred
and sixty days, numbered and calculated
on solar observations made day by day
- & Couzco. The Peruvian year was di-
- ¥ided, ag is customary in southern Asia,
: 12; Vues des Cordilleves, folio, Paris, pp.
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in twelve moons, [guilla,] the sytodical
revolutions of which end at three hun-
dred and fifty-four days, eight hours, and
fo¥ty-eight minutes. To correct the lundy
year, and make it agree with the sola¥,
they added, according to an ancient eus-
tom, eleven days, which, after an ediot
from the Incas, were distributed among
the twelve moons. After this disposal;
it is impossible that four equal periods,
into which they might have divided the
lunar months, could be composed of sev-
en days each, and yet coincide with the
phases of the mooh, The same histo-
rian, whose evidence is cited by Mr. Bail-
ly in support of the opinion that the week
of the Hindoos was known by the Peru-
vians, attest that, in consequence of an
ancient law of the Inca Pachachutec,
they ought to have in every lunar month,
three holidays and market days, [catu,]
and that the people were obliged to work,
not seven, but eight consecutive days,
taking rest on the ninth.” $

¢“This is, however, wrapped in some
obscurity. One inference may be dedu-
ced therefrom, and that of nolight weight,
viz: that in this regularly returning pe-
riod, whether of seven or nine days, a
Badbuth was observed—a day of rest was
appointed and kept. Whence counld this
custom have derived its origin? What
nations do we find with their regularly
returning Sabbath, other than those who
came from the birth-place of the world ?

¢« ¢«We gee, from what has been said
elsewhere, that the Mexican year exhib-
ited, like that of the Bgyptians, and that
of the new French calendar, the advan-
tage of a division into months of equal
duration. The scven complementary
days, the epagomenai of the Egyptians,
were indicated by the Mexicans under
the name of nemontemi, or ¢ empty. I

¢ This is no slight analogy, to find the
system of intercalation and the number
of complementary days identical between
Mexico and Egypt.. But perhaps a still
more striking instance presents itself to
us in a comparison of the zodiacal signg
of southern Asia and this civilized abo-
riginal race of America. Baron Hum-
boldt collected and arranged in a tabulay
form the names of the Mexican hiero-
glyphic zodiacal signs. They were com-
piled by him from the various writers of
the sixteenth eentury. From this it ap-
pears that a great proportion of thenames
by which the Mexicans indicated the .
twenty days of their month, are those of

+ Vues des Cordilleres, p. 129.
T Vues des Cordillores, p. 130.
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