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The gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ has
been a bone of contention among the relig-
ious world; and the manner in which it has
been set forth among them has made it ap-
pear as a bugbear to the thinking part of
mankind. They have endeavored to make
it appear as being something of a spiritual
nature exclusively, that it had no connec-
tion with the temporal affairsof life and that
it must not be named in the same counnec-
tion. ' It has been made to appear as a
straight jacket, binding the conscience in
such a manner that they must not look at
any thing, but what divines were to set be-
fore them, under pain of damnation ; instead
of it being a perfect law of liberty.

I understand the gospel to comprehend
the spiritual and temporal, in fine every
thing that pertains to man on earth or ir
heaven, and that itis to be our guide in all
things, in all the walks of life. According
to modern christianity, he who is called a
religious man, is cut off from the society of
his fellow men, hasno sympathy in common
with the transgressor and down trodden and
he must have a certain rigidity about him,
which is a barrierbetween him and the rest
of the world that are not of his faith.

We hold that the gospel was not intended
to have such an effect, and wherever it is
rendered in such a manner, there is some-
thing wrong in its application. We can see
by the teachingsof the Redeemer and His
apostles; and by the first principles as set
forth in Hebrews 6 c., that it is something
simple and beautiful. It was intended by
its great Author to be adapted to all the
wants of man; and to have an hidden ex-
cellence and glory in it that was calculated
to give joy unspeakable, and the perfection

of liberty to those who comply with its
requirements. It has been supposed that
it was so mysterious in its nature that none
but college taught men could unravel the
same ; but the scripture declares that it is
$0 plain that a wayfareing man need noterr
therein, Paul tellsus he counted all things
as dross for the excllency of the knowledge
of the gospel of Christ. He saw it in its
beauty and simplicity. .

What is there in the gospel that should
cause the poor and down trodden, and the
sinsickened world to shrink from thesame?®
These are the very objects ithas come forth
to bless—to give life to the enslaved—joy
to the broken hearted—rest to the wander-
er—peace and blessedness to the down trod-
den and homeless.

Paul says the spirit is willingbutthe flesh
is weak, He understood that the spiritual
communications that were sent from heav-
en, were given that the spirit might over.
come the world and bring the temporal sub-
Jject unto itself, and thus make man fit for
the highest degree of intelligence and for the
society of the Eternal. I believe that every
individual hasan innate principle within him
that would lead him to seek afterthe excel-
lence of the gospel; butthe way it has been
set before them, they have seen that the bed
was too short for them to stretch on, and
the covering too narrow for them to wrap
in, and they have turned away from religion
in disgust.

There is a time spoken of by the apostle
Johu when the dead shall be judged out of
those things that are written in the books.
We ask what would be a reasonable inter-
pretation to place upon those words? Are
these the records which are kept among
men? Are they records thut are kept by
the angels who take cognizance of the deeds
of men? Christ says, I came pot to judgs
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the world: but the words that I speakthey
shuil judge vou at the last day, - By the ap-
plication of these words we see that it isby
the words which God has given that we
shall be jodded. We should’ therefore do
good unto all men as opportunity uffers, re-
membering that the angels are recording
our acts and they ave sent forth to be min-
istering spirits to minister unto those who
shall be heirs of salvation. If this is the
¢ase, is it not necessary that we should seek
to be heirs of salvation by a right applica-
tion of the principles of the gospel? We
are told thatthe time will come when every
kuee shall bow, and every tounge shall con-
fess that Jesus is the Christ; but shall we
suppose that men will acknowledge Jesus
as-their ruler except by the weans thatare
here given? * No. It will be by obedience
td the gospel that this acknowledgement
will be made. It we could realize this truth,
and that this is the object of the goxpel, we
ghould be more in earnest to vield obedi
ence unto it, and thereby become heirs of
galvation.  The gospel wus intended to
ameliorate the condition of the temporal as
well as tlie spivitual, for it declares that
those who obey it shall receive a glorified
body. We are also informed that as one
star differeth from another star in glory, so
also iz the resurrection of the dead; thus
provision is madé’ for' every man to be re-
warded actording to his works. There are
threespirits opernting with man. Thespirit
of murt’seems to hold considerable influence
with man, as in the ¢ase of the powerful in-
fluencing, or compelling the weak by exam-
ple, precept or force.  Then there is the
spirit of the wicked one, who of olden time
expressed himself as * going to and fro in
the earth,” and of whom scripture speaks
as being a roaring lion, seeking whom he
mayv devour. Then there is the Spivit of
God. which whispers words of love and
peice, and: ays to us, this is the way,
walk ve in it.”  Our reason tells us that if
the gospel be trne, man shull always retain
his identity, and receive a reward in the
bodv for the deeds done therein i ind if we
are to be judged for every idle wotd, what
manner of persons ought we to be ?

From the fact of Satan appearing among
the sons of God in the time of j?db, ard
again that he is to be bound dnd cast irito
the bottom]ess pit, it is evident that he re.
tdins his identity, and that he is sceking to
seduce the sons of men from the paths of
virtue, and he will pay them the wages of
sin, which i3 death. On the other hand,
the Spirit of God strives with man, and
geeks to lead him in the highest walks of
wirtue and holiness, that he may be prepar-
ed to make his abode with God and the glo-
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1'iﬁe'§l:th1-0ng, v_vith his body redeemed ang!
glorified ; and it behoves every one to use*
the means by which this glorious privilege:
is obtained. I ask, if this was the ohject of”
the gospel in ancient days, will it nog don.-
tinue in all its power and benuty until .:the
glorious work is done, and all the children.
of God are saved to sin no more ? You wijl.
answer yes. But if the gospel has bewn
preached during the last seventeen hundred
years, where have been its beauties, its bles-
sings, its powers and its privileges? Wherd
is the glorious union of faith that was to be
the result ; the perfection of the sdints, and
the fulness of the knowledge of God spokeérr
of by Paul? Was there any-necessity for
the same ?  We look around and see that
we are to some extent differently constitu--
ted, vet the world are united in spirit on.
the things of the world; but are they uni-
ted upon the things of God? We answer:
they are not; and we know it. Hence they
wust have been deficient of the spirit and
power of the gospel  If this plan is not to
be interpreted in this manner, then there is.
an injustice in the gospel, becauseit is given
to the strong, while the weak and’ the un--
learned must remain in doubt and umncer-
tainty ; but we thank God that it is declur=
ed that if we obey wé shall receive of the
blessings promised. What was promised ¥
Jesus said the meek shall inherit the earth.
The Psalmist said, *mark the perfect and’
the upright man, for the end of that mati'is
peace.”’ Again the Savior says, ** my yoke’
is easy and my burden is light.” He said’
this to show that He would give to every
man strength aceording to his day, and that
His purpose was to comfort and help the
downtrodden.  We have an illustrhtion of
this in the ' case of Job, who amid all his
sufferings, was enabled to retain lis'integ-
rity, and to have the glorious knowledge
that his identity ‘would be ‘preserved, and
that in his flesh he should see God, and
stand with his Redeemer on the earth'in
the latter day. This too was the joy of the
blood washed throtg spoken of in the 5th'
of Revelarions. The'burden of their song
was, ‘“that they should reign on the earth.”
They had received, through the gospel pow-
er from God to endure all things, and shall
inberit all things. The promise of the Sa-
vior was, that if you are spokew evil of for
His rinme’s suke, great shall be your reward ;
bat if we are spuken evil of truthtully, then
i¥ there any reward ¥ *None at all but the
wiiges of'sin, which is death. Then'if we
de not cotinect the temporal with the spiri-
tunl, and Jet the spiri:ual direct us in all
our walk and econduct, we can not be the
recipients of the blessings promised ; but if
wé unite the two together, it brings about
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the very things in us that God desires. Can
we believe that the Spirit can enter into
the regions of blessedness atter the judg-
ment, wit,h a corruptible body ?  We are
told that even the spirits of the just must
wait until theiv brethren have been slain as
they were before they can have the full re
alization of the rvlon awaiting them, and
thas the spirvits of the unjust Thust retnain |
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the gospel.  He tells these sheep to inherit
the kingdom prepared for them from the
fowndation of the world ; but He said to, His
disciples, * I go to prepare u place for:you,

. that whu; [ wm, there ye mway be
also.” Johu 14: 2, 3, 'L‘he pliee that He
goes to prepave is the inheritance which He
has purchased from under the dominion of
sin by Hia precious blood, namely, the eavth,

in.a state of unrest until the hour of the final |
Jjudgment, and then they should come forth
and be judged .u.umlm" to the deeds done
in their bodies. . If the people of God have,
tribulation here, we can easily see how itia
that we should look forward to thelife that
is to come.. Thisis the reason why religion
should be so plain that a way- faving man,
thouvh a fool, need not err therein, or that
a cluld could undersmud it, that the angels
who attend them may record their life and
virtue, and their deeds of truth and holiness,
This is that which enlightens the dark por-
tals of the grave, and points mankind to the
munsxons~0f eternal and ineffuble bliss,
Another error that we must consider is

this, ¢ that man is totally demved ” or the
doctrine of * total depravity.” We coutend |
that there i3 no such thing as totul deprav-!
ity at the eommencement of man’s life.  If)
man was & being totally depraved at birth, \
there would be no chance for the caltiva-,
tion of virtue, ‘for there would not be even
the snmlley germ of it foynd. wheve total
depravity reigued.  Trath counld not dwell
there. There would -be no single ray of
light, of hope, or of love.in such a bemuht-
ed bosom. There would be no gudhkv
traits, nothing with which the Spivit of God
could unite, not,hmrr that could possibly re-
gpond to, the divine whisperings. [t would
be in vain for God to plead, and His Spirit
to invite. The ear would be etexn.tlly clos-
ed, and the heart would be barred up as
with gates of adamant, Hence, if there is
such a thing as total depmvnv it must be
at-the culmination of man’s life, when the
powers of the Ifoly Ghost will be found to
have been exercised in vain ; when the di
vine pleadnm have been uouuau'lv drown:
ed by crime; when every ray of h-fhn and.
Jove have been driven from. t,lu, human
heart by the black monster (voluutary, sin)
until he is given up to the havdness of his
heart, to receive the wages of him whoni he
listed to obey, because fre would not wecept,
the wages of light and trath

Jesus rcpxesunt,s the great Ju(]‘n’mult day
in Matthew. 25th clmpLe Fre places the
sheep on the right hand, and the goats on
the left. The shu:p Liers mentioned are not
the suints who come forth in the first res.|
arrection, hut ave those who have done
good on the earth, and yet have not obeyed

which is to become celestialized, and which
Paul calls ** the purchased possession.” Then
comes the judgment of those who have re-
mained impeénitent, whose reward is to be
cust into everlasting fire prepaved for the
Devil and his mmls Thus we see that the

gospel uffecrs the temporal, as well as the
bpuuuul condition of man,

R e N s
Ulllvt‘l‘sdilhlﬂ Examined.
No. 2.

Mr. Billings said: * Does God kiil men’s: .
bodies in hell, or send the bodies of men
with thefr souls to hell 2”

We will show that God hassent men with
their bodies'to bell. In Numbers 16: 83,
we read that Korah, Dathan and Abiram;
‘“and all that appertained unto them, went
down a/ive into-the pit, and the earth Llo\t d
upon them, and rhe\ perished from among
the congregation.” Thus they went down
olive into hell, which is the pit.

Mr. B.suid that hell was a five which the
worshippers of Moloch kept burning in the
valley of the son of Hinnomy, and that it was
ealled Gehenna in the New Testament, and
Tophet in the Old Tesiament.  He quoted
from the following texty to show that it was

called Tophet : Jer. vii. 31, 32. 2 Kings
x%iil. 10, Jnsh. xv. 8. 2 Chron, xxviii. 3.
2 Chron, xxxiii. 6. Jer. xix. 2-6.

‘These texts show that a fire was kept
burping in the valley of the sou of Hinnom,
near Jerusalem, where Baal and Moloch
were worshipped, but they do not show that
Tophet is hell.  Tophet, .which wag also
called Gehenna, were types of hell; s Mil-
ton wrote, as follows:

*Molocly, horrid king, besmeared with blood:

Of human sacrifice. and parents’ tears,

Thongh for the noise of drams and cunhrels
loud

Their childrens’ cries unheard that pllS"ed
through fire

To his grim ‘idol—in the pleasant vale of
lhmmm Tophet thence,

And black Gehenna calied, the tupe of /ze/’ ®
Gehenna (Tophet) was a *“iype of hell,
bevause it was a notulye place of fire, \\iuk.
edness and misery,  These three character-
istics made that place a comjilete type of
hell, therctore hell was sometimes v ppropris

awlv called Gehenna,










































