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THE LiBERTY OF THE GOSPEL.
We often hear the vemark miade: “how
great the light and liberty of the gospel,”
and it may be a kind of carious speculation
to examire for a moment what may be call
ed the lilserty of the gospel.  Many who €3-
pouse the ““latler-day work,” obtain greal
light by 4 close application of the principles
of prayer and faith, anid are the happy re-
cipients of one, or mote, of the gifts, ov out-
ward mahifestations of the Holy Ghost, and
ofttimes they forget that there way be otkor
fight than that shed by these outward man-
ifestatioris, and, priding themselves upon
the possedsion of the gifts, asswns that there-
in i8 the liberty of the gospel, and therein
only. We do not wish to be uiiderstood as
saying that thig is universal among the
saints, but that i exists; and whether there
be few, or many, who may come within the
rule, it needs an examination in ovder that
all may be benefitted by its cousideration.
“Do all speak with tongues? Do all in-
terpret ?” says Paul; and gives to the Cor-
inthians, to whom he wrote, to understand
that there were diversities of operations,
but by the same Spirit. We ave impressed
to believe that Paul gave the instruction re-
ferred to above, because there were those
in the church, who werve inclined to think
and to say, that the outward gifts were ihe
light of the gospel, and its only liberty,
We believe the gifts to be a direct and
prominent feature of every gospel dispensa-
tion, and are not willing to admit ofdispeq-
sing with any one of them, nor do we admit
that they wpast ever cease until the gospel
has wrought the transformation it was in-
stituted for—the bringing about the digpen-
sation of peace. But we are decidedly un-
willing to admit, that those who are in the
fold of God and are in the possession of one,
or more of the gifts, are by virtue of that

possedsion rejoicing ix the full blaze of the
gospel light, and the largest liberty that the
gospel may confer, to the exclusion of their
more humble brethren, not yet arrived at
the possession of an outward gift.

It may be inferred from the above, that
webelieve there ave glfts of the gospel which
are not outiyard manifestations. We doso
believe.  Cur reasons we may not be able
to give at all; but at this time we shall con-
tent ourselves with naming some things
which we conceive to be the gifts of the
gospel, and whick may be enjoyed by many
in the church to an eminent degree, with-
out subjecting them to the celebrity that
the possession of an outward gift does. As
one instance, we cite the giff of wisdom ;
and strange as this may possibly appear to
some, an individual may be in the posses-
gion of this gift for many years with no’
knowledge of the fact themselves, and with-
out acknowledgment from these by whom'
they are surrcunded, save as the results are
marked, without a thought as to the spirit.
which mudy have diciated ths action and
brought a5out the result seen. When'a.
person deoes any thing the direct result of
which is bad, we say at once that the act,
was unwise, when it may be the one act in
a lifetime which would bear such appella-
tion. It follows then, that man’s actions,
if resulting in evil, are seen at once, and the
act condemned as unwise ; while a lifetime
of actions resulting in good may pass unno-
ticed, and the individual escape observation
as a wise mau, simply because his acts have
caused none inconvenience or distrust, so,
much more liable are we to observe the evil
to condemn, than the good to applaud. In
the case of a railroad disaster, or a wreck
on the water, our minds are led out to con-
sider the constant danger and perilincurred,
and not unfrequently we stigmatize engines

















































