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DISCUSSION IN REFERENCE TO THE
KINGDOM OF GOD.—XNo. 3.

The progressive development of theking-
dom of (xod is. foretold by Zecharial as!
follows:

¢ And speak unto him, saying, Thus
speaketh the Lord of hosts, mywn Be-
hold the man whose name is The Branch ;
and he shall grow up out of his jlace, and
he shall build the temple of the Lo'd
even heshallbuildithe temple of the Lord;
and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit
and rule upon his throne: and he shall be
a priest upon his throne: aund the coun-
sel of peace shall be between them both.”
Zech. 6: 12, 13,

The Branch who is here spoken of can
not be Christ, for he is to ¢ grow up out
of his place,” but Christ will come doswn
from heaven, as we read in Rev. 1: 7, as
follows:  ¢Behold, he cometh with
clouds ; and every eye shall see him, and
they also which pierced him: and all kin-
dreds of the earth shall wail because of
him. Kven so, Amen.”

The Branch which is here spoken of
can not be Christ, for ¢“he shall build the
temple of the Lord,” but of Christ, the
Messenger of the covenant, we read that
“¢the Lord, whom ye scek, shall suddenly
come to his temple.” Mal. 3: 1, The
temple of the Lord will be built before
the Lord shall’ come. Before He shall
come there will be a time when the meat
offering and the drink offering will be cut
off from the house of the Lord, and when
the priests, the ministers of the Loxd,
will weep between the porch and the al-
tar, as Joel foretold in the following text:

¢“Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a
fast, call a solemn assembly : gather the|s
peoplc, sanctify the congregation, assem-
ble the eclders, gather the children, and

those-that suck the breasts: let the bride-
groom go forth of his chamber, and. the
bride out of her-closetl. TLet the priests,
the ministers of the Lord, weep between, .

the puwh and the altar, :u;dlcb themsay, © -

.,pn(\ hy people, O Lord, and give not
thine ‘wnmqe to veproach, that the hea=".;
then should rule over Lhem : wherefore §
should they say among the people, Wherey™
is their God? Then will the Lord be jeal-
ous for his land, and pity his people.
Yez, the Lord will answer and say unto
his people, Behold, T will send you corn,
and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satis-
fied thecewith: and [ will no more make
you a reproach among the heathen.”
Joel 2: 15-19.

It is hele plainly shown that immedi-
ately after these events will transpive,
Israel will “‘no more beareproach among
the heathen.” The Branch spoken of by
Zechariah could not be Zerubbabel, for he.
was not a priest, but of the Branch, Zech-
ariah says: ¢ He shall be a priest upon
his throne.”

It is shown in the following prophecy

that the Branch was to be raised up when'
Judah shall be saved, and, Israel shall
dwell safely : ‘

“Behold, the days come, saiththe Lord;:
that I will raise unto David a righteous.
Branch, and a King shall reign and pros-,
per, and shall execute judgment and jus-
tice in the earth. Inhisdays Judah sha.ll
be saved, and Isvael shall dwell safely
and this is his name whereby he shall be
called The Lord our righteousness.”
Jer. : 8, 8,

Tt is to be in the days of this king that
Judah will be saved, and Israel will dyyell

safely. It will ther efoxe be after this King
shall commenee to reign that these events
will transpire, which bhOWS thatthe king-

















































