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¢THAT WHICH IS ALTOGETHER JUST SHALT THOU FOLLOW, THAT THOU MAYEST LIVE,
AND INHERIT THE LAND WHICH THE LOrD tuY Gob GIVETI THEE.”—Deut. 16 : 20,
TRUTH, RIGHTEOUSNESS AND PEACE: WHERE THE FORMER EXIST, THERE DOTH

THE LATTER ABOUND.

No. 7.—Vor. 7.] PLAN®, ILL., APRIL 1, 1865.

[WuoLe No. 79.

DEBATE ON CONSCIOUSNESS AFTER
DEATH.—No. 3.

My friend misconstrues the words
¢perish” and ¢“destroy” and contends
that they are used in the Bible to teach
that the spirits as well as the bodies of
the wicked will die and be anunihilated.
It is in reference to the death of the body
that these words ave used in many texts
and in none are they used in reference
to the death of the spirit also. It is the
death of the body only which is spoken of
in Dan. 2: 17, 18, where we read that
Daniel requested his companious to pray
«that Daniel and his fellows should not
perish with the rest of the wise men of
Babylon.” Was Daniel afraid that Neb-
uchadnezzar would annihilate them? He
requested his companions to pray to God
that they might not die by the hands of
Nebuchadnezzar. IHe had threatened to
cut in pieces the magicians and sorcerers,
¢“and commanded to destroy all the wise
men of Babylon ¥ * and they sought
Daniel and his fellows to be slain,” (Dan.
2: 12, 13,) therefore Daniel and his fell-
ows prayed that they might not perish or
be destroyed, that is be killed. Will my
friend claim that the words ¢ perish’ and
“destroy” mean annibilate in these
texts? If these words mean annihilate
then Daniel and his fellows prayed that
Nebuchadnezzar might not annihilate

~them. Does my friend believe that Neh-
uchadnezzar could have annihilated any
man, and especially these prophets of the
living God ? Jesus said, ‘“it canuot be
that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem.”
Luke 21: 18. Did God or the Jews anni-
hilate any of the prophets in Jerusalem ?
It is evident that Jesus meant that it
could not be that a prophet would be kil-
led out of Jerusalem. In Luke 15: 17,

the prodigal son is represented as saying
1 perish with hunger.” He evidently
meant, ‘I dic with hunger.” In Micah
7: 2 we read, ““the good man is perished
out of theland.” If the word ¢ perish-
ed” means annihilated, then this text
shows that the good man wwill be annihi-
lated, and will not inherit the earth.

In Luke 11: 51, we read that Jesussaid:

“The blood of Abel unto the blood of
Zacharias, which perished between the altar
and the temple: verily I say unto you, It
shall be required of this generation.”

Was Zacharias annihilated when he was
slain, as all the prophets had been slain
from Abel down to him? Does God anni-
hilate His prophets, or can wicked men an+
nihilate them? Asitisevidently the death
of the body which is gpoken of in the fore-
going texts, so it is in the following :

“By the blast of God they perish, and by
the breath of His nostrils are they consumed.
* % They are destroyed from morning to
evening; they perish for ever without any
regarding it.  Doth not their excellency
which is in them go away ? they die even

without wisdom.” Job 4: 9, 20, 21.  The
death of the body is here spoken of. 8o
Job said concerning his friends: ‘The

paths of their way are turned aside, they go
to nothing and perish.” Job 6: 18.

In Eee. 7: 15, we read that ‘“thercisa
just man that perisheth in his righteousness,
and there is a wicked man that prolongeth
his life in his wickedness.” If our friend’s
definition of the word * perisheth” is cor-
rect, then this text should read as follows :
“There is a just man that is annihilated in
his righteonsness.” The same alteration
would also be needed in the following text

“The righteous perisheth, and no man lay-
ethitto heart : and merciful men are taken
away, none considering that the righteous
















































