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DEBATE ON CONSCIOUSNESS AFTER
DEATH—No. 2.

I have shown that the testimonies of Pe-
ter, Zechariah and Isaiah, harmonize in re-
Iation to the location of the spirits of the
-wicked, after the death of their hodies, and
their deliverance from the prisoun ov pit.

Mr. Smithsays that there are a multitude
“of texts which teach a contrary doctrine,
and that they should not be disregarded,
while a few texts which are ambiguous in
their meaning, stand apparently in the way.
- Tintend to show that there are a multi.
tude of texts which represent that the spir-
its of the wicked, after the death of the
“body arc kept in prison, and will there re-
main until the set time for their deliverance
shall come, and that the texts which my
friend construes to support an opposite doe-
trine, are misapplied by him. I will now
quote the following text :

““I, the Lord, have called thee in righte-
ousness, and will hold thine hand, and will

keep thec, and give thee for a coverant of

the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to
open the blind eyes, to bring out the priso-
ners from the prison, and them that sit in
darkness out of the prison house.” Isa.
42: 6, 7.

This is evidently the same prisoz which
the other inspired men wrote about, and
the same deliverance,  Tsaiel prophesied
that Christ would open the blind eyes, and
bring out the prizoners from the prison, and
them that sit in darkness out of the prison-
house ; and Peter declared that He did go
and preach to the spiritsin prison, that they
might live according to God in the spirit.

8 this was the effece which was produced

* by Christ’s preaching to thespirits, He open-
ed their blind cyes, s the Lord foretold by
Isaiah, These prisovers sat in darkness, as

saiah declared; so the Savior said concern-

ing him who came to the marriage of the
king’s son, and had not on a wedding gar-
ment, ““bind him hand and foot, and cast
himintoouter durkness : theve shall be weep-
ing and guashing of teeth.” Matt, 22: 13.

Thus the Savior and Isajah taught that
the wicked are in darkness, and they both
taught that the wicked ave conscious after
death, fov the Savior said that there is weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth in outer darkness,
and Isaiah fovetold that theiv blind eyes
would be opened.  Jade deseribed one class
of ungodly men as “wanderving stars, to
whom is reserved the blackness of dark-
ness for ever,”  Jude 13 v, .

The deliverance of the prisoners from
their dark abode is also deseribed in Isaiah
49 7-10, as follows: ;

“Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of
[sracl, and his Holy One, to ki whom man
despiseth, to him whom the nation abhor-
reth, to a servant of rulers, Kings shall see
and arise, princes also shall worship, be-
cause of the Lord that is faithful, and the
Holy One of Israel, and heshall choose thee.
Thus saith the Lord, In an acceptable time
have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation
have I helped thee: and I will preserve
thee, and give thee for a covenant of the
people, to establish the earth, to cause to
inherit the desolate heritages; that thouw
mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth; to
them that are in darkness, Shew yourselves.
They shall feed in the ways, and their pas-
tures shall be in all high places. They shall
not hunger nor thivst; neither shall the heat
nor sun smite them: for he that hath mercy
onthem shall lead ther, even by the springs
of water shall he guide them.”

After the earth shall have been chiefly
desolated, and when it shall be established,
the Lord will say to the prisoners who shall
be in the prison-house, *“ go forth,” and to
them that are in darkness, ““ shew yourselves,
















































