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IS UNCHANGEABLE CHARACTERISTICS.

‘Paul compareg the church, with all its
fts, officers and members, to a perfect hu-
an body, with a head, feet, hands, ears,
eyes, &c. He said, ““the eye can not say
unto the hand, I have no need of ‘thee’
nor again the head to the feet, I have no
need of you.” 1 Cor. 12:21. This state-
ment as it stands connected with the con-
text, shows clearly that all the gifts and
officers which Christ set in His chuarch, are
 indispensible, and can not be set aside. 1le
had been showing that the following gifts
are distributed in- the church by the same
. Spirit:

__“But the manifestation of the Spirit is
given to every man to profit withal. For
10 one is given by the Spirit the word of
' wisdom ; to another, the word of knowl-
- edge by the same Spirit; To another, faith

: hea]ing by the same Spirit; to another, the
- Working of miracles; to another, prophecy ;
to another, discerning of spirits ; to anoth-
er, divers kinds of tongues; to another, the
interpretation of tongues: but all these
_ Worketh that one and the self-same Spivit,
dividing to every man severally as he will.
For as the body is one, and hath many mem-
bers, and all the members of that one body,
being many, are one body: so also is Christ.
or by one Spirit are we all baptized into
" one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
‘Whether we be bond or free ; and have been
- all made to drink into one Spirit.” 1 Cor.
=12 713,
- These statements show that he who has
- One of these gifts, can not justly say that
ere is no need of the other gifts. He who
L Das “the word of wisdom,” can not justly
8ay to him who has the gift of healing, ot
th? working of miracles, *“ we have no need

by the same Spirit; to another, the gifts of

fof you,” nor can he who has “the word of
i knowledge,” say to him who has the gift of
prophecy, or the “discerning of spirits,” we
have no need of you in the church,” neither
can any person who has any one of these
1 gifts, say unto him who has ““divers kinds
cof tongnes,” or to him who has “ the inter-
| pretation of tongues,” we have no need of
youw. Puaul also says:

“Now ye are the body of Christ, and
members in particular.  And God hath set
some in the church, fivst apostles, seconda-
vily prophets, thivdly teachers, after that
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, gov-
|ernment, diversities of tongues. Arve all
tapostles ? are all prophets 2 are all teach-
ers ? are all workers of miracles ? have all
the gifts of healing? do all speak with
tongues ? do allinterpret? But covet ear-
nestly the best gifts.  And yet shew I unto '
youamore excellent way.” 1 Cor. 12: 27-31.

According to this testimony of the in-
spired apostle, no member of the church can
truly say’ we have no need of apostles or
prophets, for Godl gave such officers to the
church.  In this chapter the apostle plainly
shows that all these officers are needed in
the church always, and that without all
these gitts and officers in the church, there
can not be a pecfeet church, but -that it
would be like a man’s body without a head,
or an eye, or a hand, or a foot, or an ear,
and that if two or more of the gifts should
be taken from the chureh, it would be like
a man's body when two or more of its mem-
bers ave taken away.  As God set apostles
and prophets in the church, by what au-
thovity can it be organized without them ?
God never authorized any man, or men, to
organize his church without these officers,
therefore every church which is organized
without them are men’s churches, and not
Chirist’s church.  If a church which has not
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